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PEEFACE 

TO 

THE    SECOND    EDITION. 


Since  the  first  edition  appeared,  the  chief  work  on  In- 
troduction to  the  New  Testament  has  been  Hilgenfeld's 
'  Einleitung,'  the  outcome  of  many  books  and  essays 
published  by  that  indefatigable  scholar.  His  '  Zeit- 
schrift '  also  presents  valuable  critical  investigations 
by  the  editor  himself,  Professor  Holtzmann,  and  others, 
all  tending  to  illustrate  the  Christian  Scriptures. 

Mangold  supplies  useful  additions  to  Bleek's  '  In-  -^ 
troduction.'  Professor  Reuss's  recent  publications  on 
the  New  Testament  are  somewhat  disappointing,  savour- 
ing as  they  do  of  the  Vermittelungs-Theologie,  and  in- 
fluenced to  some  extent  by  a  reactionary  spirit  towards 
the  Tubingen  school.  Though  this  school  as  repre- 
sented by  Baur  and  Schwegler  has  carried  its  specula- 
tions too  far,  the  important  advance  it  has  made  in 
the  criticism  of  the  New  Testament  cannot  be  reversed. 
Modified  it  may  be  ;  but  its  mark  upon  early  Christian 
literature  is  deep  and  permanent.  In  correcting  its 
excesses  moderation  must  be  carefully  preserved,  for 
examples  of  backwardism  are  usually  weak.  A  few 
fimlts  of  the  '  Tendenz-Kritik '  leave  its  basis  secure. 
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Most  important  is  the  '  Paulinismiis '  of  Pfleidercr, 
one  of  the  acutest  and  ablest  Germans  ;  while  the  ex- 
cellent edition  of  '  De  Wette  on  the  Acts '  by  Professor 
Overbeck,  is  a  valuable  addition  to  New  Testament 
criticism. 

The  German  translation  of  Scholten's  treatise  on 
Luke's  gospel  appeared  too  late  to  be  used  ;  the  first 
volume  of  the  present  work  having  been  already  printed 
off.  The  view  of  the  synoptics  taken  by  that  philo- 
sophical scholar  diifers  materially  from  the  one  which  is 
given  here.  His  discussion  of  the  fourth  gospel  is 
more  correct  than  his  opinions  about  those  of  Mark 
and  Luke.  All  that  he  writes,  however,  deserves  the 
close  attention  of  Biblical  critics. 

A  few  years  ago  '  Supernatural  Religion '  was  pub- 
lished anonymously,  and  excited  much  interest  by  the 
outspoken  criticism  pervading  it.  The  learned  work 
furnishes  efficient  aid  to  rational  inquiry,  and  deserves 
to  be  studied  by  all  lovers  of  free  investigation.  The 
assaults  which  were  made  upon  minor  details  leave  its 
main  positions  unharmed. 

The  lives  of  Christ  and  St.  Paul  by  Canon  Farrar 
do  little  to  advance  the  knowledge  or  criticism  of  the 
New  Testament  but  are  rather  retrograde,  by  wrapping- 
trad  itionaL  views  in  rhetorical  verbiage.  It  is  matter 
of  regret  that  the  preacher's  fine  talents  should  be  used 
in  gilding  opinions  which  scholars  have  abandoned  ; 
or  in  dismissing  the  results  of  sound  criticism  with  an 
easily-pronounced  condemnation. 

The  '  Speaker's  Commentary  '  takes  its  stand  upon 
ideas  that  have  passed  out  of  the  sphere  of  established 
criticism,    and   furnishes   small  help   to  an  intelligent 
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study  of  the  Christian  records.  If  orthodoxy  be  not 
still  enthroned  in  high  ecclesiastical  quarters  it  looks  as 
if  it  were,  and  receives  official  homage  accordingly. 

Imperfect,  however,  as  are  all  English  commen- 
taries of  recent  origin,  they  may  do  good,  not  only  by 
various  correct  expositions  which  they  cannot  avoid 
givmg,  but  by  references  to  other  views  and  valuable 
sources.  Their  appearance  shows  an  increasing  atten- 
tion to  the  Scrij)tures.  Even  in  them  small  concessions 
to  critical  results  dribble  out  and  will  contmue  to  do  so 
till  a  full  stream  long  fed  by  rivulets  comes  in  with  a 
force  that  cannot  be  resisted.  The  consummation  too 
startling  to  be  received  at  once  is  avoided  and  averted 
till  the  time  arrives  when  it  shall  be  thought  no  longer 
perilous  to  accept  the  gain.  Meanwhile  sticklers  for 
the  old  count  their  numbers,  and  are  content. 

In  arranging  the  contents  of  the  New  Testament 
chronologically  great  care  has  been  taken  to  arrive  at 
their  true  dates.  These  can  only  be  approached  with 
more  or  less  probability  except  that  of  the  Revelation, 
which  belongs  with  certainty  to  the  end  of  a.d.  68  or 
beginning  of  69.  The  gospels  and  post- Pauline  litera- 
ture are  attended  with  most  difficulty  ;  and  the  inquirer 
is  liable  to  be  perplexed  amid  the  conflicting  opinions 
of  critics  about  them.  It  is  not  given  to  the  many  to 
judge  aright  of  internal  evidence,  which  may  be  pushed 
unduly  to  the  disparagement  of  the  external. 

The  present  work  has  been  revised  throughout,  and 
is  much  improved  in  the  author's  opinion.  Few  pages 
appear  exactly  in  their  original  form  ;  and  many  new 
ones  are  substituted  in  place  of  the  old.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  changes  both  in  substance  and  form  will  make 
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it  worthier  of  acceptance.  A  book  involving  the  la- 
bour and  thought  of  years  is  susceptible  of  continuous 
improvement.  All  that  a  critic  can  do  is  to  give  the 
processes  through  which  results  likely  to  abide  the  test 
of  rational  research  have  been  reached.  The  conclu- 
sions that  bid  fair  to  survive  should  be  the  aim  of  the 
inquirer.  Opinions  must  not  be  stereotyped  hastily  if 
at  all ;  though  it  is  common  enough  for  men  to  stick 
to  what  is  old  and  popular  believing  that  departure 
from  it  is  dangerous  ;  as  if  honest  efforts  to  arrive  at 
truth  could  be  other  than  innocent. 

The  author  is  well  aware  that  a  perfunctory  con- 
servatism is  against  the  ideas  which  he  has  sometimes 
expressed — that  he  might  quietly  follow  the  example  of 
those  who  make  silence  cover  a  nmltitude  of  sins,  the 
violation  of  conscience  among  them — and  that  it  is  un- 
palatable to  gainsay  the  religious  prepossessions  of  lay 
and  clerical  folk,  who  will  rather  turn  and  rend  than  lend 
an  ear  to  the  setter  forth  of  unusual  sentiments.  But 
higher  motives  prompt  the  seeker  after  truth  who  can- 
not hush  the  voice  of  the  critical  faculty  within  ;  though 
abuse  awaits  him  in  a  time  of  attachment  to  antiquated 
opinions.  All  he  can  do  is  to  comfort  himself  with 
the  thought  that  he  is  acting  purely. 

The  writer  has  tried  to  investigate  again  and  again 
the  New  Testament  records  as  impartially  as  he  can  ; 
and  trusts  he  has  not  knowingly  neglected  any  part  of 
the  evidence  on  which  they  rest,  or  underrated  their 
true  value.  Christianity  is  an  essential  factor  in  the 
education  of  the  human  race,  and  deserves  the  most 
serious  attention.  Bound  up  with  the  eternal  welfare 
of  man,  it  supplies  the  purest  incentives  to  that  liigher 
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life  which  is  begun  on  earth  and  perfected  in  heaven. 
As  the  first  three  centuries  witnessed  its  passage  through 
various  phases  till  it  assumed  a  different  aspect  from 
the  original  one,  or  even  from  that  in  which  Paul 
moulded  it,  the  historian  must  study  these  shifting 
views  and  bring  them  out  into  day.  The  amalgamation 
of  Petrme  and  Pauline  tenets  followed  by  Johannine 
ideas  led  up  to  a  theological  system  which  has  domi- 
nated succeeding  times,  with  a  current  of  Alexandrian  / 
philosophy  running  through  it,  leaving  the  forensic 
logic  and  Judaic  atonement  of  Paulinism  unchanged. 
Instead  of  the  church  being  fitted  b}^  a  long  education 
to  be  '  the  expositor  of  the  true  apostolic  doctrine,'  it 
seceded  from  that  doctrine  and  corrupted  its  simplicity  ; 
so  that  the  fathers  of  the  third  and  fourth  centuries, 
far  from  being  genuine  successors  of  the  apostles  in 
respect  of  theology,  set  forth  a  system  inconsistent  with 
theirs.  The  conflict  of  more  than  two  centuries  made 
the  orthodox  church  a  bad  interpreter  of  aj^ostolic  doc- 
trine, so  that  it  is  impossible  to  transfer  the  immediately 
ante-Nicene,  or  the  Nicene  creed  itself  in  its  main  fea- 
tures, to  the  time  of  Paul,  without  misreading  his  own 
statements.  In  dealing  with  the  theological  diversities 
of  the  first  two  centuries,  the  author  has  felt  the  diffi- 
culty of  the  task. 

The  need  of  the  age  is  that  rational  interpretation 
of  the  New  Testament  which  traces  the  spirit  without 
slavery  to  the  letter ;  the  essence  as  well  as  the  form ; 
the  characteristics  of  the  human  instruments  through 
which  the  divine  is  revealed ;  and  shows  them  to  the 
I'eader  in  their  manifold  aspect.  But  there  seems  little 
prospect  of  this  amid  the  commentaries  large  and  small 
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that  issue  from  orthodox  workshops  with  an  ecclesias- 
tical imprimatur  on  their  front ;  ruffling  the  surface  of 
traditional  opinion  slightly,  without  satisfymg  the 
thoughtful  or  allaying  their  doubts.  Too  often  do 
they  and  dogmatic  systems  gloss  over  the  contrarieties 
and  imperfections  which  are  the  unavoidable  outcome 
of  finite  minds  in  various  stages  of  man's  history. 
Looking  only  at  one  of  the  factors  which  a  divine 
revelation  consists  of — the  finite  and  external — they 
neglect  the  subjective  one  which  has  every  difference 
of  degree  belonging  to  the  individual  soul.  And  even 
this  procedure  is  not  usually  followed ;  the  prudence 
of  silence  being  a  ready  antidote  to  the  arguments 
and  conclusions  of  a  liberal  theology ;  since  it  is  easier 
to  take  no  notice  of  opinions  that  disturb  inherited 
belief,  than  to  let  in  fresh  light  which  may  bewilder  by 
its  suddenness  or  frighten  by  its  novelty.  If  the  author 
has  helped  in  any  degree  to  forward  a  thorough  exposi- 
tion of  the  canonical  Scriptures,  he  will  not  have 
laboured  in  vam. 

Before  concluding,  he  has  to  express  his  best  thanks 
to  James  Heywood,  Esq.,  F.R.S.,  whose  generous  sym- 
pathy in  all  efforts  to  promote  freedom  of  opinion  and 
religious  progress,  entitle  him  to  the  highest  praise. 
Few  have  done  so  much,  to  help  on  the  cause  of  truth 
and  justice.  He  has  also  to  acknowledge  his  obligations 
to  P.  H.  Lawrence,  Esq.,  Q.C.,  for  disinterested  advice 
and  timely  aid.  The  volumes  owe  more  to  these  friends 
than  can  be  publicly  expressed. 
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The  object  of  what  is  called  an  Introduction  to  the 
New  Testament  is  well  known.  It  should  discuss  all 
such  questions  affecting  each  book,  as  its  age,  author, 
object  and  aim,  credibility,  characteristics,  integrity, 
contents.  Preparatory  to  the  work  of  a  commentator, 
it  often  encroaches  on  his  province.  The  present  writer 
has  admitted  into  this  Introduction  more  interpretation 
than  is  usual  in  works  of  the  same  class,  supposing  that 
it  will  be  generally  acceptable  ;  and  has  omitted  the 
critical  part  of  that  relating  to  the  Greek  text,  which  he 
has  treated  in  another  work.  In  discussing  each  ques- 
tion he  has  tried  to  write  as  clearly  as  the  nature  of  the 
subject  will  admit.  Greek  and  Latin  passages,  as  well 
as  single  phrases  or  words,  are  transferred  to  notes 
wherever  it  was  possible  to  do  so,  the  corresponding 
English  being  given  in  the  text.  He  has  not  discussed 
opinions  different  from  his  own,  except  when  their  plau- 
sibility or  the  influential  names  by  which  they  are  sup- 
ported demanded  notice.  He  hopes  that  mteUigent 
laymen  as  well  as  critics  will  not  find  the  book  too 
scholastic  to  be  studied  with  facility.     The  treatment 
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is  as  brief  as  possible,  excluding  extraneous  matter  in 
order  to  save  space  and  economise  the  reader's  time. 
Nothing  which  appeared  necessary  to  completeness  is 
intentionally  omitted.  If  the  author's  views  be  not 
always  approved,  inquiry  will  at  least  be  stimulated. 
They  are  not  put  forward  lightly,  but  after  anxious 
thought.  Difficult  questions,  on  which  the  evidence  is 
conflicting,  had  to  be  treated,  and  slender  probabilities 
required  to  be  weighed.  In  these  circumstances  the 
author  exercised  his  best  judgment,  reaching  conclusions 
cautiously  where  acute  scholars  differ.  Believing  that 
his  opinions  will  be  generally  admitted  sooner  or  later, 
he  sends  them  forth  to  the  world,  requesting  a  candid 
consideration  on  the  part  of  the  reader.  The  Bible, 
however,  is  a  difficult  book,  and  mistakes  in  explaining 
it  can  scarcely  be  avoided ;  but  impartial  thinkers  will 
judge  these  mistakes  leniently. 

True  critics  regret  to  see  that  religion  is  often  con- 
founded with  a  system  of  theological  dogmas.  If  the 
two  things  were  clearly  distinguished,  as  they  ought  to 
be,  a  cessation  of  that  bitterness  which  theologians  often 
show  to  one  another  might  be  reasonably  expected. 
Not  that  a  religion  can  exist  apart  from  some  theology. 
Still  the  amount  of  theology  needed  to  constitute  a  re- 
ligion may  be  mdefinitely  small.  If  men  could  see  that 
the  Spirit  of  God  neither  dwelt  exclusively  in  apostles, 
nor  rendered  them  infallible  however  highly  gifted  they 
may  have  been,  the  sacred  records  would  be  less  dis- 
torted, and  different  values  would  be  assigned  to  the 
several  parts  of  the  volume  according  to  their  nature. 
When  those  records  are  held  to  be  absolutely  correct 
in  all  matters,  whether  historical  or  speculative,  scien- 
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tific  or  doctrinal,  tliey  acquire  a  sii])eriiatural  and  ficti- 
tious pre-eminence  similar  to  that  which  is  conferred  on 
the  pope  hy  the  theory  of  papal  infallibility  ;  they  are 
called  God's  word  throughout,  which  they  never  claim  to 
be,  and  thus  free  inquiry  into  their  credibility  is  at  once 
checked  or  suppressed.  God's  word  is  in  the  Scriptures  ; 
all  Scripture  is  not  the  word  of  God.  The  writers  were 
inspired  in  various  degrees,  and  are  therefore  not  all 
equally  trustworthy  guides  to  belief  and  conduct.  In 
the  Bible  may  be  found  all  things  necessary  for  our 
salvation  ;  it  is  an  unwarrantable  inference  that  it  con- 
tains nothing  but  what  is  thus  needed  for  all.  The 
Scriptures  contain  the  highest  truth  ;  but  this  fact  is 
undisturbed  by  the  possibility  that  they  may  contain 
some  things  which  are  not  truth.  The  author  has  thus 
answered  by  anticipation  all  the  questions  which  may 
fairly  be  addressed  to  a  writer  who  undertakes  to  intro- 
duce his  readers  to  the  study  of  the  New  Testament. 
Anything  like  a  detailed  confession  of  faith  or  a  theo- 
logical discussion  would  here  be  obviously  out  of  place. 
It  is  unnecessary  for  him  to  draw  out  the  meaning 
which  he  attaches  to  such  terms  as  sacrifice,  mediation, 
inspiration,  revelation.  If  it  be  a  meaning  not  accepted 
by  certain  schools,  whether  in  the  Church  of  England 
or  other  religious  bodies,  it  is  one  for  which  a  large 
array  of  great  names  may  be  cited,  and  which  is 
strengthened  by  the  authority  of  many  among  the  pro- 
foundest  of  Christian  thinkers.  He  would  only  remind 
the  reader  that  the  inquiry  in  which  he  is  at  present 
engaged  is  strictly  confined  to  the  ascertainment  of 
facts  :  and  the  statements  of  the  New  Testament,  not 
less  than  the  subject  of  an  original  revelation,  must,  in 
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tlie  words  of  Bishop  Butler,  be  considered  '  as  a  common 
question  of  fact.'  ^  Hence  he  candidly  acknowledges 
his  conviction  that  all  these  statements,  whether  his- 
torical or  doctrinal,  must  be  submitted  to  the  ordinary- 
rules  of  critical  inquiry. 

In  England  a  free  current  of  religious  thought  has 
set  in,  which  needs  only  to  be  guided  with  discretion  to 
produce  safe  results.  Opinions  which  would  have  ex- 
cited bitter  hostility  not  long  ago,  are  now  heard  with 
calmness.  The  reputed  authorship  of  books  embraced 
in  the  canon  is  discussed  and  rejected  without  the  idea 
that  the  inquiry  is  dangerous  to  the  soul.  Accredited 
teachers  of  religion  may  canvass  the  commonly  received 
opinions  about  the  writer  of  a  gospel  or  epistle,  without 
risking  the  loss  of  their  position  ;  at  least,  clergymen  of 
the  Church  of  England  may  do  so,  enjoying  a  freedom 
fovourable  to  the  advancement  of  rational  Christianity, 
under  the  protection  of  the  highest  civil  tribunal.  Of 
this  most  valuable  privilege  they  are  expected  to  avail 
themselves. 

'  Analogy,  Part  II.  ch.  ii.  §  2. 
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INTEODUCTION 

TO 

THE    NEW    TESTAMENT. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

Before  examining  the  parts  of  the  New  Testament 
separately,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  notice  their  general 
features,  especially  the  nature  of  their  teaching.  The 
apostohc  communications  are  characterised  by  unity 
and  diversity.  The  data  do  not  sanction  a  uniform 
scheme  of  dogma  for  Christ  and  all  His  followers, 
because  the  incipient  theology  of  the  apostolic  age 
was  developed  in  the  following  centuries  with  varying 
ability. 

Three  moulds  of  doctrine  are  presented — the  Jewish 
Christian  or  Palestinian,  the  Pauline,  and  the  Alexan- 
drian ;  their  common  basis  being  the  character  and 
work  of  Christ,  which  are  presented  in  different  lights. 
Absolute  unity  does  not  exist.  The  diversity  arises 
from  the  writers'  different  educations  and  idiosyncrasies, 
as  well  as  the  conflicts  of  early  Christianity.  In  the 
texture  and  tone  of  the  records  we  see  the  literary 
freedom  which  prevailed  till  the  Gnostic  heresy  occa- 
sioned a  selection  of  Church  literature. 

The  types  m  question  sometimes  intermingle,  while 

there  are  examples  of  neutrality  refusing  to  be  classified. 

The  Pauline  mould  underwent  changes  after  the  apostle's 

P^  death  ;  so  that  the  post-Pauline  epistles  exhibit  doc- 
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trines  developed  out  of  liis  by  progressive  thought  or 
speculative  philosophy.  The  distinctness  of  the  moulds 
should  not  be  hastily  exaggerated  into  antagonism, 
though  some  antagonism  must  be  admitted  ;  and  it  is 
equally  incorrect  to  convert  suhstantial  coincidence  into 
a  uniform  system  of  doctrine,  though  the  error  has  been 
committed  by  stiff  orthodoxy  under  the  influence  of  a 
peculiar  theory  of  inspiration.  The  types  are  discernible 
because  they  are  broad  and  characteristic,  though  they 
may  even  intersect  one  another  in  the  same  work. 
Refusing  to  be  crushed  into  a  single  dogmatic  creed,  a 
due  observation  of  them  is  essential  to  the  interpretation 
of  the  New  Testament. 

It  is  necessary  to  distinguish  the  teaching  of  Jesus 
from  the  conceptions  which  the  apostles  and  evangelists 
had  of  it.  His  doctrme  was  ethical,  introduced  in  the 
form  of  Old  Testament  Messianism  refined  and  purified. 
As  the  Messianic  idea  contained  the  hope  of  a  universal 
kingdom,  the  Founder's  conception  may  have  embraced 
the  salvation  of  the  human  race.  The  final  commission 
to  baptise  and  make  disciples  of  all  nations  throughout 
the  world  did  not  directly  proceed  from  Him  ;  but  it  is 
in  harmony  with  the  aim  of  His  teaching. 

The  difficulty  of  knowing  what  He  meant  by  the 
kingdom,  of  heave?!  arises  from  the  ambiguous  and  fluc- 
tuating modes  in  which  it  is  spoken  of.  There  are 
passages  which  favour  the  opinion  that  He  had  the 
entliusiastic  hope  of  setting  up  a  wondrous  kingdom 
upon  earth  during  the  lifetime  of  that  generation,  in 
which  virtue  and  piety,  associated  with  singular  happi- 
ness, should  prevail  without  interruption  after  the 
punishment  and  subjugation  of  all  evil  agencies.  But 
these  may  be  interpreted  figuratively,  either  as  repre- 
senting the  victory  of  the  Christian  religion  or  as 
promises  of  future  reward,  though  they  are  too  definite 
to  be  easily  explained  in  that  fashion.  Some  resort  for 
the  solution  to  Jesus' s  mental  development,  which  yields 
an  insufficient  explanation.     Others  suppose  that  He 
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allowed  many  sensuous  conceptions  of  His  immediate 
disciples  to  remain  ;  or  rather  that  He  corrected  them 
indirectly  and  inferentially  l:)y  sayings  which,  though 
seemingly  sanctioning  carnal  views,  conveyed  a  spiritual 
meaning.  Being  misunderstood,  however,  by  the  dis- 
ciples, such  sayings  took  the  crass  shape  they  have  in 
the  synoptists.  It  is  certain  that  expressions  coloured 
with  the  Messianic  notions  of  the  Jews  are  attributed 
to  Him  which  He  did  not  utter.  But  the  extent  to 
which  He  held  by  the  ancient  religion  of  His  nation 
cannot  be  known,  because  of  the  disconnected,  imper- 
fect, and  later  aspects  which  the  sacred  biographers  have 
sometimes  given  to  His  discourses.  In  cases  not  a  few, 
the  reporters  misapprehended  His  meaning.  It  is  there- 
fore unfair  to  delineate  His  character  from  the  discourses 
and  sayings  indiscriminately  which  the  evangelists  put 
into  His  mouth.  The  genuine  must  be  separated  from 
the  supposititious — a  difficult  task,  needing  reverent 
discernment.  If  apostles  and  evangelists  failed  to 
apprehend  the  real  import  of  His  words,  remote  in- 
quirers may  do  injustice  to  Him  who  spake  as  never 
man  spake. 

The  teaching  of  Jesus  took  the  form  of  proverb, 
parable,  allegory,  symbolical  transaction,  all  directly 
bearing  upon  the  elevation  of  humanity.  The  ultimate 
object  of  His  doctrine  was  to  put  men  in  a  moral  rela- 
tion to  God  and  one  another,  to  purify  the  mental 
springs  of  action, — m  a  word,  to  regenerate  mankind. 
The  Sermon  on  the  mount,  the  most  authentic  summary 
of  what  He  taught,  penetrates  to  the  innermost  source 
of  good,  recognising  a  general  principle  in  man  which 
combines  faith,  love,  and  moral  force,  viz.,  rightness  of 
heart  before  God,  or  the  single  eye  filling  the  whole  body 
with  light.  The  essential  thing  in  Hi§  view  involves 
the  ultimate  coincidence  of  religion  and  morality,  a 
conception  which  was  gradually  evolved  and  not  com- 
pleted till  after  His  death. 
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FIRST  EPISTLE  TO  THE  THESSALOxNIANS. 


THE    CHURCH    AT    THESSALONICA    AND    DATE    OF    THE 

EPISTLE. 

Thessalonica,  on  the  site  of  the  ancient  Therma,  was 
built  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Echedorus  on  the 
Thermaic  gulf,  and  was  so  named  by  Cassander  in 
honour  of  his  wife.  At  the  time  of  the  Roman 
dominion  it  was  large,  populous,  and  wealthy,  the 
metropolis  of  Macedonia,  the  seat  of  a  Roman  pro- 
consul and  qua3stor.  Many  Jews  resided  there  because 
of  its  favourable  situation  for  trade. 

Paul  visited  it  on  his  second  missionary  tour,  in 
company  with  Silas,  perhaps  Timothy  also,  soon  after 
he  entered  Europe,  and  found  the  usual  synagogue  of  the 
Jews  (Acts  xvii.  1).  Considerable  success  attended  his 
preaching.  It  is  true  that  some  only  of  the  Jews  be- 
lieved, but  a  great  number  of  Greek  proselytes,  and 
many  women  of  distinction,  united  themselves  to  him 
(xvii.  4).  The  body  of  the  converts  consisted  of  Gen- 
tiles. A  large  church  was  gathered,  to  which  few  of 
Jewish  extraction  belonged,  as  we  infer  from  1  Thess.  i.  9. 

The  historian  in  the  Acts  speaks  of  the  apostle 
resorting  to  the  synagogue  three  Sabbath  days,  from 
which  some  conclude  that  he  stayed  at  Thessalonica 
only  three  weeks.  But  the  idea  of  a  longer  abode  is 
favoured  by  Phil.  iv.  16  and  1  Thess.  ii.  9  :  '  For  eveni 
in  Thessalonica  ye  sent  once  and  again  unto  my  neces-' 
sity.  .  .  .  For  ye  remember,  brethren,  our  labour  and 
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traviiil :  for  labouring  night  and  day,  because  we  would 
not  be  chargeable  unto  any  of  you,  we  preached  unto 
yon  the  gospel  of  God.'  It  cannot  be  that  these  repeated 
supplies  from  Philippi  belong  to  a  later  visit  which 
J*aul  made  to  Thessalonica  when  he  fled  from  Ephesus 
(Acts  xxi.  1,  etc.)  as  Olshausen  supposes.  They  were 
sent  to  him  in  the  heginning  of  the  gospel^  ivhen  he  departed 
from  Macedonia  (iv.  15)  ;  that  is,  when  he  published 
the  gospel  among  the  heathen,  at  the  time  of  his  leaving 
Macedonia  ;  which  can  only  refer  to  his  first  visit  to 
Thessalonica.  It  is  likely  that  the  unbelieving  Jews 
drove  him  away  from  the  synagogue  to  another  place 
at  the  end  of  three  weeks,  so  that  he  continued  a  little 
longer.  Yet  his  stay  was  short,  so  that  he  could  not 
instruct  the  believers  fully  in  the  doctrines  and  duties 
of  Christianity.  De  Wette  supposes,  with  great  proba- 
bility, that  his  preaching  took  in  the  main  mi  npoonlyptip. 
tendency  ;  that  is,  it  turned  on  the  coming  of  Christ  as 
a  sovereign,  the  leading  ideas  incorporated  in  his  teaching 
being  connected  with  that  topic.  The  political  charges 
of  the  Jews  ao-ree  with  this.     Paul  and  his  associates 

o 

are  accused  of  acting  contrary  to  the  decrees  of  Coesar, 
and  setting  up  another  king,  one  Jesus  (Acts  xvii.  7). 
The  envy  and  oj)position  of  the  Jews,  as  well  as  other 
circumstances,  show  that  the  minds  of  the  Thessa- 
lonians  had  been  forcibly  impressed  with  the  truth  in 
(juestion. 

Compelled  to  leave  Thessalonica,  Paul  and  Silas 
went  to  Beroea,  whither  Thessalonian  Jews  followed.  It 
would  also  seem  that  Timothy,  who  had  remained  at 
Thessalonica,  rejoined  Paul  at  Beroea  (comp.  Acts  xvii. 
10,  14  ;  2  Thess.  i.  1).  After  the  Jews  had  caused  the 
apostle  to  leave  Beroea,  he  was  conducted  to  the  sea, 
and  sailed  for  Athens,  accompanied  by  Timothy,  pos- 
sibly by  Silas  too.  From  the  capital  of  Attica,  Paul 
sent  Timothy  back  to  Thessalonica,  whence  he  returned 
to  the  apostle.     Such  is  the  account  implied  in  the  first 
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epistle  to  the  Thessalonians.  The  statement  of  the  Acts 
is  different,  and  even  contradictory  in  some  particulars. 
Here  Silas  and  Timothy  remained  behind  when  Pn.ul 
went  to  Athens,  his  Beroean  escort  having  orders  to 
send  them  to  him  in  Athens.  The  reunion,  however, 
did  not  take  place  till  the  apostle  was  at  Cormth 
(Acts  xvii.  14,  15  ;  xviii.  5). 

After  Paul  had  despatched  his  faithful  friend  to 
Thessalonica,  he  departed  for  Corinth,  where  he  con- 
tinued a  considerable  time.  During  this  stay  he  thought 
much  about  the  Thessalonians,  and  had  great  anxiety 
on  their  account  ;  but  as  soon  as  Timothy  returned  from 
his  Macedonian  journey  with  a  favourable  report,  the 
apostle  resolved  to  write  an  epistle.  Hence  the  date  is 
about  A.D.  53  at  Corinth. 

IMMEDIATE    OCCASION    AND    OBJECT. 

The  account  of  the  church  brought  by  Timothy  gave 
rise  to  the  epistle.  The  apostle  learnt  from  his  mes- 
senger that  the  members  had  remained  steadfast  though 
exposed  to  persecution,  and  that  their  zeal  had  been  an 
example  to  many.  But  some  circumstances  were  less 
cheering.  An  enthusiastic  expectation  of  Christ's  im- 
mediate return  led  to  neglect  of  their  worldly  calling  as 
well  as  to  undue  depreciation  of  prophecy.  Hence  their 
spiritual  parent  thought  it  needful  to  address  a  letter  to 
them.  The  object  he  had  in  view  was  to  encourage  and 
admonish  ;  to  encourage  them  in  continued  steadfast- 
ness, and  admonish  tliem  concerning  things  they  ought 
to  abandon.  He  confirms  and  comforts  them,  enjoining 
them  to  act  diflerently  in  some  respects,  to  be  holy, 
diligent,  and  humble,  walking  worthy  of  their  high 
calling. 

CONTENTS. 

The  epistle  may  be  divided  into  two  parts,  chaps. 
i. — iii.,  and  iv.,  v.     The  first  of  these  contains  the  free 
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utterances  of  the  apostle's  heart  to  the  Thessalonian 
believers  respecting  their  state,  his  reception  among 
them,  his  affectionate  solicitude  on  their  behalf,  and  the 
joy  he  felt  from  the  good  report  he  had  received.  The 
second  consists  of  various  admonitions  and  exhortations 
relative  to  their  moral  condition,  administers  comfort 
about  the  fate  of  deceased  friends  at  the  coming  of  Christ, 
warns  them  to  be  always  ready  for  that  event,  and  con- 
cludes with  general  counsels. 

1.  After  an  introductory  salutation,  the  writer  speaks 
of  his  continued  thanksgiving  to  God  for  the  faith,  love, 
and  hope  of  the  Christians  at  Thessalonica.  He  praises 
them  for  their  prompt  reception  of  the  truth,  though 
they  were  in  circumstances  of  great  trial,  and  speaks  of 
the  honour  they  had  in  sending  forth  the  gospel  into 
neighbouring  countries.  They  forsook  their  idolatry  so 
cheerfully  as  to  be  an  example  to  others  (i.  1 — 10). 

He  reminds  them  of  his  first  appearance  at  Thessa- 
lonica, that  he  had  been  anxious  solely  for  their  spiritual 
welfare.  supjDorting  himself  by  the  toil  of  his  hands,  and 
burthensome  to  none  ;  so  that  his  conduct  among  them 
had  been  characterised  by  kindness,  benevolence,  and 
disinterested  affection.  He  also  reminds  them  of  the 
counsels  he  had  given  respecting  holiness.  After  this 
he  praises  God  again  for  their  willing  reception  of  the 
gospel,  and  their  steadfast  endurance  of  all  the  persecu- 
tions which  had  befallen  them  (ii.  1 — 16). 

The  apostle  utters  his  longing  to  see  them  again, 
remarking  that  he  had  attempted  to  return  to  them 
several  times,  but  had  been  hindered.  Meanwhile  he 
had  sent  Timothy  to  establish  and  comfort  them.  By 
this  fiiithful  attendant  he  had  received  a  pleasing  account 
of  their  state,  which  was  an  unspeakable  comfort  amid 
all  his  discouragements  ;  and  therefore  he  thanks  God, 
beseeching  Him  to  increase  their  faith  and  love  (ii.  17 — 
iii.  13). 

2..  Paul  exhorts  them  to  purity  of  conduct,  brotherly 
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love,  and  a  quiet,  orderly  pursuit  of  their  daily  avoca- 
tions (iv.  1 — 12).  Comini^  to  eschatolooy,  he  instructs 
them  respecting'  the  resurrection  of  the  dead  at  Christ's 
reappearance,  showing  that  the  deceased  should  not  be 
deprived  of  the  blessings  of  Messiah's  reign  on  earth, 
but  be  favoured  with  their  Lord's  immediate  presence 
simultaneously  Avith  the  living.  As  to  the  time  of 
Christ's  coming,  he  remarks  that  it  will  be  sudden,  so 
that  they  should  be  always  prepared,  awake  and  sober, 
as  children  of  the  day  (iv.  13 — v.  11). 

He  counsels  them  to  respect  those  who  presided  over 
them,  and  to  be  at  peace  among  themselves  ;  to  warn 
the  disorderly,  to  comfort  the  feeble  in  faith,  to  be 
patient  towards  all  ;  to  return  nothing  but  good  for 
evil  ;  to  be  ever  contented  and  happy  ;  to  be  frequent 
in  prayer  and  praise  ;  not  to  repress  the  spiritual  gifts 
which  some  of  them  had  received,  nor  to  despise  pro- 
phesyings  as  the  offspring  of  enthusiasm,  but  to  prove 
all  the  inspirations  of  the  prophets,  and  retain  only  what 
is  good.  They  are  to  abstain  from  all  sin,  and  to 
practise  universal  righteousness,  to  which  he  subjoins 
the  appro]>riate  prayer  that  God  would  sanctify  them — 
body,  soul,  and  spirit.  In  conclusion,  he  requests  their 
prayers,  scuds  his  salutations,  and  solemnly  adjures  them 
to  read  the  letter  in  public,  which  is  succeeded  by  the 
usual  benediction  (v.  12 — 28). 


AUTHENTICITY. 

Allusions  to  the  epistle  in  the  so-called  apostolic 
fathers  are  indistinct,  though  several  are  given  by  Lard- 
ner  and  Kirchhofer.  In  the  epistle  of  Clement  of  Rome 
(between  100  and  125)  we  read  :  'We  ought  in  all 
things  to  give  thanks  to  Him '  (1  Thess.  v.  18).^  '  Let 
our  whole  body  therefore  be  saved  in  Christ  Jesus  '  (1 

*  '0(^«tXo/ifii  jjaij)  jTwra  (IxnpKTTf'iv  avrS. —  Ej).  ad  Corinth,  c.  38. 
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Tliess.  V.  23).^  These  references  are  indistinct.  In  the 
epistles  to  Ignatius  we  find  :  '  Devote  yourselves  to  un- 
ceasing prayers'  (1  Thess.  v.  I?)/'*  'Pray  also  for 
other  men  without  ceasmg  '  (v.  17).^  The  word  'un- 
ceasing '  is  absent  from  the  Syriac  in  both  places. 
Neither  the  seven  Greek  nor  the  three  Syriac  epistles  can 
be  reckoned  authentic,  the  latter  being  an  extract  from  the 
former.  All  are  posterior  to  Ignatius  himself,  who  was 
not  thrown  to  the  wild  beasts  in  the  amphitheatre  at 
Eome  by  command  of  Trajan  ;  but  suffered  death  at 
Antioch  on  December  20,  a.d.  115.  This  rests  upon  the 
testimony  of  John  Malalas,  which  Uhlhorn  pronounces 
worthless.*  In  spite,  however,  of  the  ready  assertion, 
it  niay  not  be  so,  even  though  an  earlier  testimony  and  a 
Syriac  menologium  seem  to  disagree,  and  are  therefore 
paraded  in  opposition.  Harnack  admits  that  there  is  no 
certain  knowledge  about  Ignatius  having  been  brought 
to  Rome.^  He  goes  still  farther  in  asserting  that  the 
tradition  respecting  the  martyrdom  under  Trajan  is  im- 
probable, bringing  the  epistles  into  the  time  of  Hadrian 
or  Atoninus  Pius,  but  still  preserving  their  authenticity 
with  some  hesitation.  If  he  has  succeeded  in  showing 
the  insecurity  of  the  common  tradition,  the  authenticity 
of  the  epistles  cannot  be  defended  in  the  face  of  strong 
internal  grounds  against  it.  Zahn  has  failed  to  prove 
that  the  letters  proceeded  from  Ignatius  ;  and  Uhlhorn 
adds  nothing  of  importance  to  his  arguments.  The 
letters  were  written  after  a.d.  150. 

Polycarp  writes  :  '  Making  intercession  for  all  with- 
out ceasing'  (v.  17)  ;^  'Abstaining  from  all  miquity ' 
(v.  22).7 

'  Sco^fV^w  ovv  fjijtmv  oXov  to  (rajxa  ev  XpKTToi  'irjaov. — Ibid. 

'  npocrevp^at?  crxoXn^e  ddiaXfiTrTois. — Ad  Polycarp.  i. 

^  Kai  VTrep  tuiv  ciWcov  Se  du6pui7ra>u  dStaXetTrrcoy  7rpo(Tev)(fcrde. — u4.d  JSjjhes. 
c.  10. 

■*  In  Herzog's  Real-Encyklopaedie,  vol.  vi.  p.  692,  new  edition. 

*  Die  Zeit  des  Ignatius,  p.  67. 

*  'EiTi/y;^az/ovcraf  d^iaKelirTOis  ntpi  navrav. — Ad  Philtpp.  C.  4. 
^  ^ AiT(xop.Qvoi  ndarjs  oStKt'ar. — Ibid.  c.  2. 
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The  authenticity    is    clearly   attested    by   Jreiiaeus, 
Tertullian,  and  Clement  of  Alexandria. 

Ireno^us  writes  :  '  And  on  this  account  the  apostle, 
explaining  his  own  meaning,  has  set  forth  the  perfect 
and  spiritual  man  of  salvation,  speaking  thus  in  the  first 
epistle  to  the  Thessalonians :  "  And  may  the  God  of 
peace  sanctify  you  wholly,  and  your  entire  spirit,  soul, 
and  body  be  kept  without  complaint  till  the  advent  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  "  '  (v.  23).i 

Tertullian  says  :  '  And  therefore  the  majesty  of  tha 
Holy  Spirit,  which  discerns  such  senses,  suggests  in  the 
epistle  to  the  Thessalonians  itself :  "  But  of  the  times 
and  the  seasons,  brethren,  ye  have  no  need  that  I  write 
unto  you  ;  for  yourselves  know  perfectly  that  the  day 
of  the  Lord  will  come  as  a  thief  in  the  night,"  '  &c.  (v. 
1,  &c.)' 

Clement  of  Alexandria  writes  :  '  This  the  blessed 
Paul  plainly  signified,  saying  :  "  When  we  might  have 
been  burdensome  as  apostles  of  Christ,  we  were  gentle 
among  you,  even  as  a  nurse  cherisheth  her  children  "  ' 

The  epistle  was  in  Marcion's  canon.  It  is  also  in 
the  old  Latin  and  Syriac  versions,  as  well  as  the  Mura- 
torian  fragment. 

The  chief  opponent  of  the  epistle's  authenticity  is 
Baur,  whose  arguments  are  marked  by  his  usual  acute- 
ness,  and  are  in  substance  the  folio wmg. 

^  '  Et  propter  hoc  fipostolue  seipsum  exponens,  explanavit  perfectum  et 
spiritualem  salutis  hoiniiiem,  in  prima  epistola  ad  Thessaloiiicenses  dicens 
sic:  Deus  autem  pacis  sanctificet  tos  perfectos,  et  integer  vester  spiritus 
et  anima  et  corpus  sine  querela  in  adveutum  Domini  Jesu  Cliristi  servetur.' 
— Adv.  Hceres.  v.  6,  i. 

^  '  Et  ideo  majestas  Spiritus  Sancti  perspicax  ejusmodi  sensuum  et  in  ipsa 
ad  Thessalonicenses  epistola  suggerit :  De  temporibus  autem  et  temporum 
spatiis,  fratres,  non  est  necessitas  scribendi  vobis.  Ipsi  enim  certissime 
scitis,  quod  dies  Domini,  quasi  fur  nocte,  ita  adveuiet,'  etc. — De  liesurrect. 
Carnis,  c.  24. 

^  TovTO  Toi  cra(f)faTaTa  6  fiaKapios  Uai^os  VTrta-rifi^varo,  (irroiv  ^vviifjLfvoi 
iv  (iapti  (ivai  cor  Xpiarov  anoaroXoi,  (yfvrjOrjfiev  rjnioi  iv  /ifVw  iifiuiv,  wy  av 
Tpo<})6s  Bahnrj  TCI  favT^s  TiKva. — Pcedayog.  i.  p.  88  (ed.  Sylburg). 
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1.  Among  all  tlie  rauline  letters,  none  is  so  fur 
behind  the  rest  in  the  nature  and  importance  of  its  con- 
tents. Not  a  shigle  doctrinal  idea  is  prominently- 
adduced  except  that  in  iv.  13 — 18.  The  contents  con- 
sist of  general  instructions,  admonitions,  wishes,  such 
as  are  merely  subordinate  and  secondary  in  the  Pauline 
epistles.  The  unimportant  nature  of  the  materials,  the 
absence  of  special  interests  and  of  a  reasonable  motive 
for  writing,  testify  an  un- Pauline  origin. 

If  the  contents  of  the  epistle  correspond  to  the 
known  circumstances  and  wants  of  the  church  at 
Thessalonica,  provided  they  do  not  contradict  ascer- 
tained Pauline  characteristics,  the  critic  should  be 
satisfied.  Should  the  didactic  and  doctrinal  element  be 
overpowered  by  the  hortatory,  may  not  the  relations 
between  Paul  and  the  church  account  for  it  ?  We 
should  look  to  historical  circumstances  for  the  origin 
and  character  of  the  letter,  not  to  abstract  considerations 
of  Christian  doctrine.  Expectation  of  Christ's  imme- 
diate advent  seems  to  have  had  a  great  effect  on  the 
church.  Laying  hold  of  their  minds,  it  gave  rise  to 
various  related  questions,  which  furnished  one  reason  at 
least  for  the  apostle's  writing.  The  topic  does  not 
indeed  form  the  body  of  the  letter,  but  it  is  no  un- 
important part  of  it.  The  apostle  himself  expected  the 
speedy  advent  of  Christ,  as  we  learn  from  1  Cor.  xv. 
He  had  preached  it  to  this  Gentile  community,  and  it 
had  produced  a  great  effect  upon  them.  The  state  of 
the  converts  in  relation  to  it  was  one  cause  of  his  writ- 
ing ;  and  some  of  the  general  admonitions  Avere 
prompted  by  the  influence  which  the  belief  had  upon 
their  daily  life.  If  the  doctrinal  element  in  the  epistle 
recedes  behind  the  practical,  and  if  the  latter  takes  the 
form  of  general  exhortations,  the  departure  from  Paul's 
accustomed  mode  can  only  be  attributed  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case.  All  the  churches  which  the  apostle 
planted,  or  wrote  epistles  to,  were  not  alike.     If  they 
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were  not,  why  slioiild  his  letters  be  cast  in  n  unifoi'ni 
mould  ?  It  may  therefore  be  granted  that  the  epistle 
is  meagre  compared  with  tliose  addressed  to  the  Romans 
or  Galatians,  without  detriment  to  its  authenticity.  Can 
we  expect  the  apostle  to  write  such  ej)istles  as  the 
Galatian  and  Roman  ones  to  all  other  churches  ? 

2.  The  chief  contents  of  the  letter  are  nothing  but 
an  enlarged  explanation  of  the  circumstances  attending 
the  conversion  of  the  Thessalonians,  which  they  them- 
selves already  knew,  and  which  we  know  from  the  Acts 
of  the  Apostles.  The  author  of  the  letter  may  either 
have  drawn  his  materials  direct  from  that  book,  or  from 
another  source.  Thus,  i.  4,  etc.,  only  tells  how  the 
apostle  preached  the  gospel  to  them,  and  how  they 
received  it.  In  ii.  1  there  is  a  more  definite  allusion  to 
the  circumstances  in  which  the  apostle  had  visited 
Thessalonica,  and  the  way  he  had  laboured  among  them  ; 
iii.  1  relates  what  had  taken  place  shortly  before,  which 
the  Thessalonians  already  knew.  There  is  through- 
out a  reference  to  things  with  which  the  readers  were 
familiar,  as  the  author  himself  shows  by  the  recurring 
verb  knoiv  (i.  4  ;  ii.  1,  2,  9,  11  ;  iii.  8,  4  ;  iv.  2). 

It  should  be  recollected  that  the  history  of  the  con- 
version of  the  Thessalonians  is  only  a  part  of  the  letter, 
not  the  substance  of  it ;  that  the  writer's  references  to 
that  event  were  meant  to  strengthen  them  in  the  faith  ; 
that  the  appeal  to  what  they  knew  already  comes  from 
one  filled  with  the  remembrance  of  his  presence  among 
them  ;  that  the  agreement  of  the  account  of  their  con- 
version with  that  in  the  Acts  is  an  argument /or  rather 
than  against  the  Pauline  authorship,  especiallyas  it  is 
not  literal,  as  though  it  originated  in  independent 
authorship. 

According  to  Hilgenfeld.  iii.  1 — 6  is  even  out  of  har- 
mony with  Acts  xvii. :  how  then  can  the  latter  be  the 
source  of  the  former  ?  Should  harmony  and  discord- 
ance form  an  equal  argument  against  authenticity  ? 
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8.  The  passage  ii.  14 — IG  is  said  by  Baur  to  have 
an  un-Pauline  stamp.  The  language  about  the  Jews  is 
certainly  stronger  than  that  of  the  apostle  elsewhere, 
and  breathes  a  different  spirit  from  the  epistle  to  the 
Romans.  Hatred  of  the  human  race  is  attributed  to 
them.  Does  not  his  description  of  them  suit  their 
actual  relation  toward  all  who  were  not  of  their  race  ? 
They  hindered  the  salvation  of  the  Gentiles  ;  and  the 
writer  had  just  been  treated  most  severely  by  his 
countrymen  in  Thessalonica  and  Beroea.  They  are 
denounced  with  a  bitter  indignation  which  may  only 
have  been  momentary.  But  do  not  the  words,  '  wrath 
has  come  upon  them  to  the  uttermost,'  show  that  in  the 
political  state  of  the  Jews  at  that  time  the  apostle 
clearly  foresaw  their  future  ruin  ?  From  the  process 
which  had  begun  he  divined  their  total  destruction. 
The  phraseology,  '  to  speak  to  the  Gentiles  that  they 
might  be  saved,'  at  which  Baur  stumbles,  un-Pauline 
as  he  says  it  is  and  borrowed  from  the  Acts  (xiv,  1  ; 
xvi.  6,  32  ;  xviii.  9),  is  nearly  analogous  to  2  Cor.  ii. 
17.  The  passage  agrees  confessedly  with  the  Acts  of 
the  Apostles,  from  which  source — a  source  partly  unhis- 
torical  according  to  the  critic  in  the  place  that  supplies 
material  for  the  present — it  is  alleged  to  be  taken.  But 
it  is  far  from  clear  that  the  Acts  furnished  it. 

4.  The  epistle  contains  plain  reminiscences  of  other 
Pauline  ones,  especially  of  those  to  the  Corinthians.  In 
proof  of  this  the  critic  gives  i.  5  from  1  Cor.  ii.  4  ;  i.  6, 
from  1  Cor.  xi.  1;  ii.  4,  etc.,  from  1  Cor.  ii.  4,  iv.  3,  etc., 
ix.  15,  etc.,  especially  2  Cor.  ii.  17,  v.  11.  The  expres- 
sion covetousness,  ii.  5,  points  to  2  Cor.  vii.  2  ;  7mght 
have  been  burdensome,  ii.  6,  would  not  be  chargeable,  ii.  9, 
point  to  2  Cor.  xi.  9  ;  and  ii.  7  to  1  Cor.  iii.  2.  In  i.  8 
the  phrase  in  every  place  your  faith  is  spread  abroad 
resembles  Rom.  i.  8. 

These  similarities  of  thought  and  expression  are  too 
slender   to    show  the  dependence  of  one  writer  upon 
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another.  The  eirciimstances  of  the  Corinthian  and 
Thessalonian  churches  were  not  very  dissimilar  ;  and 
the  same  author  might  employ  the  same  thoughts  and 
words  in  different  epistles.  The  analogies  are  not 
marked  enough  to  betray  the  hand  of  a  copyist,  and 
mio-ht  be  paralleled  by  similar  ones  m  the  epistles  to 
the  Galatians  and  Romans.^ 

5.  How  can  it  be  said  of  a  newly-founded  church 
that  they  were  patterns  to  all  the  believers  in  Macedonia 
and  Achaia  ;  that  the  report  of  their  having  received 
the  word  of  the  Lord  had  gone  forth  to  every  place,  so 
that  people  could  relate  of  them  that  they  had  turned 
from  idolatry  to  the  true  God  (i.  7,  etc.)?  How  could 
the  apostle  say,  after  so  short  a  period,  that  he  had  the 
most  earnest  longing  to  see  them  personally  again  (ii. 
17  ;  iii.  10)?  How  could  the  brotherly  love  of  the 
Thessalonians,  manifest  to  all  the  brethren  in  all  IMace- 
donia,  be  celebrated  as  a  general  virtue  (iv.  9)?  Were 
exhortations  to  a  quiet  life  of  labour,  such  as  are  given 
in  iv.  11,  12,  so  necessary  there  ?  These  questions  are 
asked  by  Baur. 

The  answer  to  them  depends  on  the  right  interpre- 
tation of  the  passages,  and  the  assumption  of  a  date  not 
too  soon  after  the  church  was  founded.  They  are  com- 
patible with  a  year's  interval. 

6.  The  passage  in  iv.  14 — 18  respecting  the  resur- 
rection of  the  dead,  and  the  relation  of  the  dead  and 
living  to  the  appearing  of  Christ,  is  pronounced  un- 
Pauline  by  Baur  ;  who  admits,  however,  that  it  coin- 
cides with  1  Cor.  XV.  52,  though  gomg  far  beyond  it  ; 
and  that  it  could  not  be  urged  with  effect  if  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  epistle  were  better  established. 

The  Corinthian  passage  and  the  present  explain  and 
supplement  one  another.  It  was  only  in  the  beginning 
of  Christianity,  and  in  an  individual  church,  that  the 

^  See  Jowett  On  the  Upisfles  to  the   Thessalonians,  Romans,  Galatians, 
etc.,  vol.  i.  p.  28,  et  seq. 
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destiny  of  the  believers  who  died  before  the  second 
advent  could  disturb  the  minds  of  surviving  friends,  as 
it  did  at  Thessalonica.^ 

In  opposition  to  the  objections  against  authenticity, 
the  internal  evidence  that  the  epistle  is  St.  Paul's  is 
very  strong,  as  stated  by  Jowett  with  masterly  ability. 

Too  much  importance  is  attached  by  Baur  to 
uniformity  of  ideas  and  expressions  as  evidence  of 
Pauline  authorship.  He  takes  four  epistles  unquestion- 
ably authentic  and  forming  a  group  by  themselves,  as 
the  standard  of  measurement  for  groups  of  later  and 
earlier  origin.  By  this  means  little  room  is  allowed  for 
growth  in  the  apostle's  mind  ;  nor  is  there  latitude  for 
the  influence  of  that  wide  variety  of  circumstances, 
through  which  he  passed,  of  the  persevering  opponents 
he  had  to  encounter,  or  of  the  local  diversities  of  peoples. 
Probably  an  expression  of  his  own  throws  some  light 
on  the  character  of  his  preaching  at  different  times. 
'  Though  we  have  known  Christ  after  the  flesh,  yet  now 
henceforth  know  we  him  no  more  '  (2  Cor.  v.  16).  At 
one  time  he  had  carnal  views  of  Christ.  He  expected 
his  personal  advent  as  near.  So  he  preached  to  the 
Thessalonians,  who  had  been  much  agitated  by  the 
expected  event.  That  belief  necessarily  involved 
sensuous  ideas  respecting  the  nature  of  his  kingdom, 
which  was  to  be  in  some  sort  an  earthly  one.  Further 
reflection  aided  by  experience,  led  the  apostle  to  more 
spiritual  conceptions  of  Christ  and  his  kingdom.  For 
such  development  on  the  part  of  the  apostle,  Baur  does 
not  allow  sufficient  room.  Yet  nothino-  is  more 
probable.  The  man  who  did  so  much  to  separate 
Christianity  from  the  old  religion  and  bring  out  its 
universal  aspect — who,  finding  it  a  spiritual  offshoot  of 
Judaism,  raised  it  up  into  an  absolute  religion  divested 
of  Jewish  swaddling-clothes,  was  surely  a  many-sided 
thinker,  whose  ideas  enlarged  with  time,  becoming  purer 

^  See  Baur's  Paulus,  p.  480,  etc. 
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and  higher.  Believing  so,  we  are  prepared  to  hnd  in 
his  earliest  epistles  other  ideas  and  expressions  than  in 
his  later — less  profound,  less  refined,  not  impregnated 
with  the  distinctive  doctrines  evolved  out  of  his  contest 
with  Judaising  Christians,  but  more  elementary,  and 
with  a  form  less  systematic. 

The  first  epistle  to  the  Thessalonians  cannot  be  com- 
pared with  the  four  subsequent  and  larger  ones,  in  rich- 
ness of  thought  or  importance  of  contents.  In  it  Paul 
does  not  appear  on  the  elevated  platform  of  his  apostolic 
consciousness,  which  his  struggle  with  Christian  Judaism 
encroaching  on  the  territory  he  had  won  over  to  the 
truth,  called  forth.  The  ideas  expressed  by  righteous- 
ness^ justification,  ju-^t{ty,  the  opposition  of  faith  and 
works,  the  efficacy  of  Christ's  death,  reconciliation  to 
God  through  the  Mediator,  and  kindred  doctrines  which 
are  the  distinguishing  features  of  his  preaching,  are 
absent.  He  speaks  of  one  topic,  the  return  of  Christ, 
an  event  on  which  the  hopes  of  Christians  in  the  apo- 
stolic time  were  centred.  Round  this  animating  subject 
the  interest  of  the  Thessalonians  had  gathered.  All  the 
amiability  of  the  apostle's  nature  for  a  young  church 
which  needed  the  counsels  of  their  spiritual  father  amid 
enthusiastic  expectations  and  severe  persecution,  pre- 
sents itself  to  the  reader  in  an  attractive  light.  He 
speaks  against  Jews  as  the  great  enemies  of  himself  and 
the  Thessalonians,  not  Judaising  Christians  as  after- 
wards, and  foresees  their  utter  destruction.  The  cross 
of  Christ  had  not  yet  filled  his  soul,  in  opposition  to 
works  of  law  or  deeds  wrought  in  human  strength;  nor 
did  the  necessity  of  Christian  emancipation  from  all 
Judaism  stand  out  before  him  in  its  distinct  reality. 
The  progress  of  events  developed  these  conceptions  in 
full  force  ;  they  lay  as  yet  in  the  background  of  his 
mind,  waiting  evolution. 
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ORIGIN    OF    THE    CHURCH    AT    CORINTH. 

Corinth  was  situated  on  an  isthmus  between  the  ^gean 
and  Ionian  seas.  It  was  the  capital  of  Achaia,  noted 
for  the  Isthmian  games  celebrated  in  its  neighbourhood, 
and  for  its  arts,  wealth,  and  luxury.  Cicero  styles  it 
the  light  of  Greece.  About  the  year  146  B.C.  it  was  de- 
stroyed by  Mummius  the  Roman  general.  But  Julius 
Caesar  had  it  rebuilt,  and  peopled  with  colonists.  Its 
favourable  situation  soon  secured  a  flourishino-  com- 
merce.  The  city  rapidly  regained  its  former  splendour, 
in  connection  with  former  licentiousness.  The  afross 
worship  of  Venus,  who  had  a  renowned  temple  in  the 
place,  furnished  with  a  thousand  impure  priestesses, 
presents  melancholy  evidence  of  debasement  ;  notwith- 
standmg  the  schools  of  philosophy  on  which,  to  use  the 
words  of  Aristides  the  rhetorician,  one  stumbled  at  every 
step.  Hence  Dion  Chrysostom  terms  it  a  city,  '  the 
most  licentious  of  all  that  are  or  have  been.'  ^ 

This  city,  the  meeting-place  of  eastern  and  western 
commerce,  was  selected  by  Paul  as  the  scene  of  his 
labours  for  a  considerable  period.  The  number  and 
character  of  the  inhabitants,  added  to  the  importance  of 
the  situation  and  the  influx  of  strangers,  made  it  desir- 
able that  Christanity  should  obtain  a  firm  hold  there. 
No  station  was  more  favourable  to  the  diffusion  of  the 
new  religion  through  the  Roman  empire.  The  apostle 
chose  it  as  his  sphere  for  eighteen  months.     Here  he 

*   Corinthiaoa  Ornfio,  xxxvii.  p.  110,  vol.  ii.     Ed.  Rejske. 
VOL.  I.  C 
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worked,  in  company  with  several  associates,  amid  the 
opulence,  luxury,  vice,  and  learning  of  the  idolatrous 
inhabitants.  As  usual,  he  encountered  opposition  from 
the  Jews  who  had  settled  in  it  for  the  purposes  of  traffic. 
Yet  even  among  them  some  leading  persons  believed,  as 
Crispus  and  Sosthenes  ;  though  the  church  consisted  of 
Gentiles,  chiefly  belonging  to  the  poorer  class,  not  many 
of  whom  were  wise,  noble,  or  mighty. 

The  apostle  visited  the  city  on  his  second  missionary 
journey,  after  he  left  Athens.  Here  he  found  Aquila 
and  his  wife,  who  had  lately  arrived  from  Italy  in  con- 
sequence of  Claudius's  decree  agamst  the  Jews  in  Rome. 
Taking  up  his  abode  in  the  house  of  Aquila,  he  wrought 
at  the  same  manual  employment.  Whether  Aquila  was 
a  convert  to  Christianity  before  he  came  to  Corinth,  is 
not  certain  ;  the  expression,  '  a  certain  Jew  '  (Acts  xviii. 
2)  being  indefinite,  and  marking  perhaps  the  nation  to 
which  he  belonged.  If  he  were  a  believer  in  Chris- 
tianity, his  knowledge  was  imperfect,  needing  the  en- 
largement and  correction  which  the  apostle  would 
supply. 

It  is  related  in  the  Acts,  according  to  the  manner  of 
the  book,  that  Paul  addressed  himself  first  to  the  Jews 
at  Corinth,  preaching  Christ  in  their  synagogue  on  the 
Sabbath  day.  After  Timothy  and  Silas  arrived  from 
Macedonia  he  became  bolder,  and  testified  more  plainly 
that  Jesus  was  the  Messiah.  This  gave  great  ofi'ence  to 
the  unbelievers,  who  contradicted  and  blasphemed.  He 
tlierefore  turned  to  the  Gentiles,  and  succeeded  so  well  in 
leading  them  from  error,  that  the  Jews  seized  and  dragged 
liim  before  Gallio  the  Roman  proconsul,  accusing  him 
of  opposition  to  the  law  of  Moses.  But  the  humane 
ofovernor  refused  to  interfere  in  ecclesiastical  matters. 
After  this  insurrection,  the  historian  states  that  the 
apostle  remained  a  good  many  days,  then  sailed  to  Syria 
with  Aquila  and  Priscilla,  leaving  perhaps  his  faithful 
assistants,  Timothv  and  Silas,  in  Corinth. 
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OCCASION    OF    THE    EPISTLE. 

Soon  after  Paul's  arrival  at  Ephesus  a  second  time, 
from  Galatia,  lie  heard  of  various  irregularities  in  the 
conduct  of  the  converts  at  Cormth,  and  wrote  an  epistle, 
now  lost,  warning  them  against  corrupt  practices. 

During  his  abode  in  Ephesus,  he  had  opportunities 
of  hearing  particulars  about  the  state  of  the  church  he 
had  left,  and  the  reports  were  still  unfavourable.  Some 
members  of  Chloe's  household,  perhaps  ApoUos  too, 
w^ho  seems  to  have  removed  from  Corinth  to  Ephesus 
while  the  apostle  abode  in  the  latter  place,  gave  him  in- 
formation respecting  the  distractions  of  the  community. 
These  representations  led  to  the  resolution  of  taking  a 
journey  through  Macedonia  and  Achaia  to  Jerusalem, 
preparatory  to  which  he  had  sent  Timothy  and  Erastus 
into  those  parts,  to  forward  the  collection  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor  Christians  at  Jerusalem,  and  to  rectify  the 
irregularities  of  the  Corinthian  church.  Meanwhile 
messengers  arrived,  Stephanas,  Fortunatus,  and  Achai- 
cus,  bringing  a  letter  concerning  various  things,  and 
asking  different  questions.  By  this  means,  he  became 
acquainted  with  the  contentions  and  disorders  of  the 
church,  and  was  induced  to  write  our  first  epistle,  which 
was  dictated  perhaps  to  Sosthenes,  and  sent  by  the  three 
messengers  of  the  church.  It  was  Paul's  wish  that 
Apollos  should  accompany  the  bearers,  and  use  his  en- 
deavour to  heal  the  distractions  which  had  arisen  but 
he  refused  to  go.  Timothy  had  been  despatched  before 
the  epistle  was  written.  Had  he  been  with  the  apostle, 
he  would  probably  have  been  specified  in  the  salutation 
at  the  commencement. 

TIME    AND    PLACE    OF    WEITING. 

The   letter   was   wi'itten,    as   we   have  seen,    from 
Ephesus,  when  Paul  was  there  the  second  time,  towards 
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tlie  close  of  his  visit,  and  not  long  before  Pentecost  (1 
Cor.  xvi.  8),  A.D.  57.  The  subscription  states  that  it 
was  written  from  Philippi,  the  origin  of  which  may  be 
traced  to  an  erroneous  explanation  of  the  words  in  xvi. 
5,  '  for  I  do  pass  through  Macedonia,'  which  express  no 
more  than  his  determination  to  pass  through  it.  MS.  B., 
but  a  reviser  not  the  first  hand,  has  the  correct  state- 
ment Ephe^ius  in  the  subscription. 

Many  have  discovered  an  allusion  to  the  time  of 
year  in  which  the  epistle  was  written,  in  the  words, 
'  know  ye  not  that  a  little  leaven  leaveneth  the  whole 
lump  ?  Purge  out  therefore  the  old  leaven,  that  ye  may  be 
anew  lump,  as  ye  are  unleavened.  For  even  Christ  our 
passover  was  sacrificed  for  us  ;  therefore  let  us  keep  the 
feast,  not  Avith  old  leaven,  neither  with  the  leaven  of 
malice  and  wickedness  ;  but  with  the  unleavened  bread 
of  sincerity  and  truth'  (v.  6 — 8).  The  metaphorical 
expressions  in  this  passage  are  supposed  to  have  been 
suggested  by  the  near  approach  of  the  passover,  when 
leaven  was  prohibited  among  the  Jews.  The  apostle 
commences  with  a  proverbial  expression,  meaning  that 
as  the  smallest  taint  of  sin  had  a  tendency  to  spread 
through  the  mass,  the  Corinthian  Christians  should  put 
away  the  old  leaven  of  sin,  that  they  might  be  holy  ; 
for  Christ  the  true  passover  lamb  had  been  ofi"ered  for 
them.  It  is  probable  that  the  passage  was  suggested  by 
the  near  approach  of  the  Jewish  passover,  though  it  may 
be  explained  without  the  allusion.  This  fixes  the  time 
of  writing  in  the  spring  of  a.d.  57. 

STATE    OF    THE    CHURCH    WHEN    PAUL    WROTE. 

A  community  of  believers  gathered  from  among  the 
inhabitants  of  Corinth  must  have  presented  phenomena 
demanding  special  attention.  Surrounded  by  prevailing 
immorality,  it  was  difiicult  for  them  to  realise  the  purity 
:which  Christianity  requires.     The  piety  of  the  believers 
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was  less  steady  and  consistent  than  it  would  have  been, 
had  their  state  before  conversion  been  different.  Their 
depraved  nature  continued  to  exert  considerable  power 
over  their  conduct ;  and  they  were  in  great  danger  of 
relapsing  into  former  practices.  Christianity  does  not 
deliver  the  spirit  at  once  from  sinful  excesses.  It  lays 
the  axe  to  the  root  of  the  tree  ;  but  repeated  strokes  are 
necessary  to  kill  the  luxuriant  growth.  Regeneration 
is  not  like  a  sudden  or  magic  spell  ;  it  is  rather  a  pro- 
cess ;  for  grace  operates  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of 
our  moral  nature.  The  divine  life  is  progressive  and 
varied.  We  need  not  wonder,  therefore,  that  the  church 
at  Corinth  exhibited  various  disorders  after  Paul's  de- 
parture. Some,  unable  to  resist  temptations,  relapsed 
into  old  excesses  ;  one  had  taken  his  stepmother  to 
wife  ;  and  the  majority  exhibited  a  spirit  of  dissension 
arising  out  of  individual  preferences.  Spiritual  gifts 
were  abused.  The  members  were  puffed  up  one  against 
another.  In  the  midst  of  these  disao-reeable  thing's,  the 
church  wrote  to  their  founder,  informing  liim  of  their 
state,  and  asking  his  opinion  on  several  points.  He 
had  heard  from  other  quarters  of  their  im2:)roprieties  ; 
and  we  may  imagine  his  deep  solicitude. 

The  greater  part  of  the  converts  were  Gentile  Chris- 
tians, as  might  have  been  expected  and  as  the  notices  in 
the  Acts  respecting  the  ministry  of  Paul  attest.  The 
contents  of  the  letters  themselves  show  a  predominant 
heathen  element.  But  there  were  not  wantinof  members 
that  had  come  out  of  Judaism,  or  had  imbibed  Jewish 
ideas  and  prejudices,  so  that  the  apostle  gave  ad- 
monitions to  Jewish  and  Gentile  Christians  in  their 
mutual  relations,  as  he  does  to  other  churches.  The 
Cephas  party  mentioned  in  i.  12,  proves  that  Jewish 
Christians  were  present  in  the  Church.  It  is  true  that 
the  Judaising  opponents  of  the  apostle  present  a  dif- 
ferent aspect  from  the  usual  one.  Their  antagonism  to 
Pauline  Christianity  did  not  proceed  from  the  purely 
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Jewish  standpoint  of  circumcision.  It  had  advanced  to 
a  more  Christian  stage,  through  tact  or  religions  develop- 
ment ;  through  the  felt  necessity  of  accommodation  to 
the  circumstances  of  a  Greek  people,  whose  prejudices 
might  be  more  easily  disarmed  by  a  less  Jewish  type  of 
opposition.  The  central  point  of  attack  was  apostolic 
authority.  This  smoother  form  of  Jewish  opposition 
was  more  likely  to  find  favour  in  a  Greek -Christian 
Church,  than  the  coarser  and  narrower  type  that  cul- 
minated in  circumcision. 

I  1.  With  respect  to  parties  in  the  church,  it  is  im- 
/  possible  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  conclusion.  It  is 
i  clear  that  there  were  classes  who  assumed  the  names  of 
different  leaders  ;  but  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  ascer- 
tain their  characteristic  features,  since  the  epistles  them- 
selves indicate  little  more  than  their  existence.  There 
is  therefore  a  strong  temptation  to  construct  hypotheses 
respecting  them  out  of  imaginary  or  slender  materials. 
Yet  probable  conjecture  must  be  summoned  to  aid  the 
enquiry.  Hints  in  the  epistles,  historical  circumstances, 
scattered  statements,  must  be  combined,  to  yield  some 
light  on  the  subject. 

The  only  passage  in  which  the  jiarties  are  clearly 
mentioned  is  1  Cor.  i.  12  :  '  Now  this  I  say,  that  every 
one  of  you  saith,  I  am  of  Paul  ;  and  I  of  Apollos  ;  and 
I  of  Cephas  ;  and  I  of  Christ.'  Other  places  supposed 
to  indicate  them  are  less  definite. 
/,  The  first  question  that  occurs  is,  How  many  parties 
are  specified  here  ?  Some  answer  three,  supposing  that 
the  Christ  party  consisted  of  neutrals,  who  ranged  them- 
selves under  no  human  head,  but  took  Christ  alone  for 
their  master  ;  simple-minded  Christians,  who  remained 
steadfastly  attached  to  Christ's  teaching.  Although 
this  view  is  as  old  as  Chrysostom,  and  claims  support 
from  1  Cor.  iii.  22,  23,  where  it  is  thought  that  the  four 
parties  are  alluded  to  and  that  of  Christ  alone  com- 
mended, it  is   really  baseless.     The  words  '  and  ye  are 
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Christ's  '  allude  to  all  the  members  ;  and  the  additional 
clause  '  Christ  is  God's  '  seems  designedly  to  exclude 
any  commendation  of  the  Christ  party.  The  phrase 
Christ  Himself  is  subject  to  God  cuts  off  the  very  basis  of 
their  pretensions  ;  not  that  the  basis  was  wrong  in  idea, 
but  because  it  was  applied  in  a  schismatical  spirit.  The 
context  of  i.  12  is  adverse  to  the  hypothesis,  for  the 
thirteenth  verse  speaks  of  the  first  three  with  disap- 
proval, and  since  the  Christ  party  is  classed  along'  with 
them,  it  is  involved  in  the  general  censure.  The  form 
of  the  expression  '  Is  Christ  divided,'  probably  derived 
from  '  and  I  of  Christ,'  leads  to  the  inference  that  they 
as  well  as  the  rest  were  exposed  to  the  charge  of  rending 
Christ's  spiritual  body. 

Others  answer  that  there  were  but  two  parties, 
properly  speaking,  in  the  Church,  the  Pauline  and  the 
Petrine.  As  the  Pauline  and  Apollos  Christians  were 
substantially  one,  because  both  must  have  been  Gentiles 
holding  the  same  doctrines  which  Paul  and  Aj^ollos 
preached  ;  it  is  thought  that  the  Petrine  and  Christ 
party  were  substantially  the  same,  both  Jewish  Chris- 
tians but  taking  different  names.  This  hypothesis  may 
be  called  that  of  Baur,  for  though  taken  from  Schmidt 
it  received  freshness  from  his  ingenious  illustration. 
The  Christ  party,  as  he  supposes,  were  Jewish  Chris- 
tians, whose  object  was  to  undermine  Paul's  apostolic 
authority,  and  to  engraft  Judaism  on  Christianity.  They 
called  themselves  after  Cephas,  the  chief  of  the  apostles. 
And  to  show  that  they  were  intimately  connected  with 
Christ  through  their  teachers,  they  assumed  the  appella- 
tion '  of  Christ,'  indicating  that  they  followed  Christ's 
genuine  apostles.  They  therefore  cast  indirect  reproach 
on  Paul,  as  not  a  true  apostle  ;  and  distinguished  them- 
selves from  others  as  if  they  alone  were  true  Christians. 
The  state  of  the  community  they  belonged  to  may  have 
caused  the  Judaisers  to  keep  their  legal  notions  in  the 
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background,  and  to  insist  on  that  aspect  of  them  which 
detracted  from  Paul's  authority.^ 

Various  allusions  in  the  epistle  countenance  this 
view.  Thus  the  apostle  writes  in  2  Cor.  x.  7  :  'If  any 
man  trust  to  himself  that  he  is  Christ's,  let  him  of  him- 
self think  this  again,  that  as  he  is  Christ's,  even  so  are 
we  Christ's.'  Here  Paul  defends  his  apostleship  against 
opponents  or  Judaisers,  who  seem  to  have  claimed  a  re- 
lation to  Christ  which  he  had  not. 

The  objections  advanced  against  this  hypothesis  by 
Neander  and  others  can  neither  be  refuted  nor  made 
good,  because  the  epistles  contain  little  knowledge  on 
the  subject.  The  objection  that  Christ  was  the  assumed 
head,  not  a  human  leader,  which  the  other  three  parties 
claimed,  is  nugatory.  It  has  been  asked.  What  was  the 
use  of  the  two  appellations  ?  Was  not  one  sufficient  ? 
We  are  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  Petrine  and  Christ 
party  were  subdivisions  of  one  and  the  same  class. 
Plilgenfeld  supposes  the  difference  between  them  to  be 
in  the  fact  that  the  Christ  party  w^ere  direct  disciples  of 
Christ,  while  the  Petrines  were  merely  disciples  of  the 
apostles  ;  and  believes  that  he  has  removed  the  one 
weakness  of  the  Baurian  hypothesis  in  such  fashion.  By 
adding  the  genuuie  school  of  Christ  to  that  of  the  first 
apostles,  he  gets  at  the  two  divisions  of  Jewish  Chris- 
tians who  depreciated  Paul. 

It  is  needless  to  discuss  the  view  of  Olshausen  and 
Guericke,  that  the  Christ  party  consisted  of  philoso- 
phical Christians  or  wisdom-seeking  Greeks,  who  con- 
structed for  themselves  a  peculiar  form  of  Christian 
doctrine  modelled  according  to  Greek  ideas.  Having  a 
written  gospel  of  their  own,  they  rejected  all  apostolic 
traditions.  In  short,  they  were  Gnostics,  who  saw  no 
more  than  a  higher  Socrates  in  the  Redeemer.  The 
depreciation  of  human  wisdom  in  the  epistle  is  directed 
against  them.     The  number  of  philosophic  Christians 

'  Paulus  der  Apostel  Jesu  Christ i,  pp,  261-332. 
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in  the  church  must  have  been  very  small.     There  is  no 
ground  for  assuming  that  the  gospel  had  attracted  the 
cultivated  heathen  at    Corinth.      As  preached  by  the 
apostle    there,  it  must  have  repelled  the  persons  who 
boasted  of  their  wisdom.  Nor  is  it  necessary  to  enter  into 
Schenkel's  view,  which  makes  the  distinguishing  peculi- 
arity of  the  party  theosophic  mysticism.  They  appealed,  it  is 
thought,  to  an  inward  revelation,  as  Paul  appealed  to 
immediate  revelations  of  Christ,  and  so,  placmg  them- 
selves on  the  same  level,  assailed  his  apostolic  autliorit}^^ 
Rejecting  apostolic  tradition,  and  entering  into  connnu- 
nication  with  Christ  by  visions,  they  ascribed  inspiration 
to  themselves.     The  passages  1  Cor.  ix.  1  ;  2  Cor.  x.  7 
xii.  1,  etc.,  are  supposed  to  find   their  explanation  in 
this  theosophic  view.    Though  the  hypothesis  is  adopted 
by  De  Wette,  it  is  improbable.     As  to  Ewald's  notion 
of  their  being  Christian  Essenes  who  exalted  Christ's 
celibacy  into  a  rule  of  life,  little    can   be  said  in   its 
favour.     Rlickert,   Meyer,  and  Hofmann   consider   the 
party  to  have  been  orthodox,  a  hypothesis  afterwards 
adopted  by  Neander.     The  enlargement  of  the  parties 
from  two   to  three  gave  rise  to  an  earnest  desire  for 
union  ;    and   therefore  a  fourth  tendency    originated, 
which  assumed  independence  of  all  human  authority, 
and  set  itself  above  the  rest.     The  name  of  Christ  was 
used  to  cover  and  commend  it.     Though  this  view  has 
much  plausibility,  and  agrees  well  with  the  supposition 
tliat  the  four  parties  are  mentioned  in  the  order  of  their 
origination  (1  Cor.  i.  12),  it  is  liable  to  objection.     In- 
deed, it  is  easy  to  state  difficulties  in  the  way  of  any 
hypothesis  that  may  be  advanced. 

Referring  the  reader  to  Baur's  masterly  survey  of 
the  leading  hypotheses  respecting  the  Christ  party  we 
remark,  that  the  sections  may  not  have  been  distinctly 
marked.  Perhaps  they  were  not  well-defined,  with 
lines  of  doctrine  dividing  them  the  one  from  the  other. 

^  De  Ecclema  Corinthi primfeva  factionibus  tiirbata.     Basiliee,  1838. 
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That  they  were  distinguished  in  some  way  from  each 
other,  even  in  a  doctrinal  view,  must  be  allowed  ;  but 
theological  peculiarities  were  only  one  element  in  their 
discords.  We  cannot  tell  how  far  personal  attachments 
and  antipathies  may  have  influenced  them. 
Z  The  first  idea  occurring  to  the  reader,  is  that  the 
Christ  party  consisted  of  Jewish  Christians.  Those 
of  Paul  and  Apollos  were  substantially  one,  and  the  last 
two  should  be  regarded  in  the  same  light.  By  this 
means  symmetry  is  introduced  into  the  enumeration. 
But  Riickert  affirms,  that  a  logical  division  of  the 
members  was  not  in  the  apostle's  mind.^  How  does  he 
know  ?  Both  epistles  show  that  opponents  in  the 
church  questioned  Paul's  apostleship,  and  therefore  he 
vindicates  his  claims.  The  Jewish  Christians  or 
Petrines  did  so  ;  and  2  Cor.  x.  7  leads  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  Christ  party  did  the  same.  Nothing  tangible 
favours  the  belief  that  the  latter  were  theosophic  Chris- 
tians or  spiritualising  Gnostics  who  exalted  human 
wisdom  and  laid  claim  to  a  deeper  knowledge  which 
specially  united  them  to  Christ ;  that  they  inclined  to 
merge  the  historical  in  the  ideal  Christ,  and  resolved 
Christianity  into  a  spiritual  essence.  Such  speculative 
or  theosophic  subjectivity  could  not  have  emerged 
aaiong  the  members  of  the  Corinthian  church,  who 
belonged  to  the  humbler  and  poorer  class. 

It  is  natural  to  suppose  that  the  Corinthians  who 
had  been  converted  by  Paul  were  most  attached  to  Ms 
person,  and  believed  in  his  apostolic  authority.  On  the 
other  hand,  such  as  had  been  moved  by  Apollos,  looked 
up  to  him  with  reverence.  But  Paul  and  Apollos 
preached  the  same  truth,  and  their  respective  adherents 
did  not  differ  in  doctrinal  opinions.  Apollos  was  the 
more  eloquent ;  Paul  the  more  learned  at  least  in  Jewish 
literature.  The  former  was  an  Alexandrian  Jew,  tinged 
with  the  mode  of  interpretation  applied  to  the  Scriptures 

'  Drr  erslc  Brief  Pan li  nit  die  Korinthcr  u.  s.  iv.    I.  Beila^e,  p.  436. 
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by  the  cultivated  Jews  of  Egypt.  This  would  naturally 
influence  the  manner  in  which  he  expounded  Chris- 
tianity, and  suit  the  taste  of  Corinthians  accustomed  to 
Greek  culture.  He  had  also  the  advantage  of  succeed- 
ing the  apostle  ;  and  people  usually  prefer  the  last 
speaker.  From  the  twelfth  verse  of  the  first  chapter  to 
the  end  of  the  fourth,  the  apostle  refers  to  the  Pauline 
and  ApoUos- Christians  ;  the  wisdom  of  the  world,  con- 
trasted with  the  wisdom  of  God,  pointing  to  the  latter. 
The  indirect  polemics  of  the  first  four  chapters,  directed 
against  the  Apollos  adherents,  lead  to  the  supposition 
that  their  head  set  forth  the  doctrines  of  Christianity  in 
a  theosophic,  Alexandrian  mould,  or  in  a  scientific  form 
which  challenged  the  attention  of  the  cultivated.  In 
his  hands  the  new  religion  approached  the  wisdom  pro- 
pounded in  schools  of  philosophy  under  the  garb  of 
artificial  rhetoric.  In  proportion  to  the  stress  which 
the  Apollos  party  laid  upon  science,  the  contrast  between 
them  and  the  Paulines  would  appear  greater  ;  for  the 
apostle  had  determined  to  know  nothing  among  the 
Corinthians  but  Jesus  Christ  and  Him  crucified.  His 
gospel  was  so  simple  that  it  seemed  to  indicate  a  defi- 
ciency of  culture  ;  whereas  he  had  refrained  on  purpose 
from  the  attractive  language  of  human  wisdom.  The 
Christ  preached  by  Paul  and  Apollos  was  the  same  ; 
but  the  doctrine  of  the  cross  took  a  difi*erent  form  in 
their  hands. 

The  Cephas  party  consisted  of  Jewish  Christians 
who  did  not  refuse  to  associate  with  Gentile  believers, 
and  were  therefore  of  a  milder  type  than  many  of  their 
brethren.  Overstepping  the  exact  boundary  between 
Jewish  and  Gentile  Christians,  they  still  denied  Paul's 
apostleship.  Their  great  stumbling  block  was  the  death 
of  Messiah  on  the  cross,  to  which  the  apostle  attached 
paramount  importance  ;  for  they  connected  Messiahship 
with  Jesus's  life  and  work  rather  than  his  death. 

The  Christ  party  are  mentioned  but  once  in  the  first 
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epistle,  perhaps  because  they  had  not  then  appeared 
openly  against  Paul,  as  they  soon  did.  They  are 
/  referred  to  in  the  second  epistle  from  the  tenth  to  the 
■  twelfth  chapters  inclusive  ;  and  all  our  knowledge  of 
them  must  be  drawn  thence.  They  were  adventitious 
brethren  who  had  come  from  Jerusalem  and  speedily 
developed  into  (decided  opponents  of  Paul ;  strict 
Judaisers,  who  vaunted  their  intimate  connection  with 
Christ.  They  are  called  apostles  of  Christ  (2  Cor.  xi. 
13),  overmuch  apostles  (xi.  5,  xii.  11),  ministers  of 
Christ  (xi.  23),  false  apostles  (xi.  13).  These  men 
attacked  the  apostle  not  only  on  the  ground  of  his 
putting  the  essence  of  Christ's  Messianic  efficacy  in  the 
death  on  the  cross,  but  also  on  the  ground  of  his  not 
belono-inor  to  the  twelve,  as  he  had  not  seen  the  Lord 
nor  come  into  personal  contact  with  Him.  Against  such 
presumptuous  opponents,  Paul  asserts  his  official  position 
in  the  strongest  manner.  Though  they  had  come  from 
Jerusalem  with  the  sanction  of  James,  and  bearing 
letters  of  commendation,  they  had  to  be  withstood  much 
more  than  the  Cephas  party  because  they  were  rigider 
Judaisers.  Paul  charged  them  with  preaching  a  differ- 
ent gospel  from  his.  At  Jerusalem,  James  headed  the 
extreme  Jewish  Christians,  to  whom  Peter  seemed  too 
pliable.  Whether  they  were  a  party  within  the  church 
at  Corinth  like  the  rest,  or  rather  a  party  by  the  side  of 
the  others,  is  not  clear.  They  were,  in  a  sense,  foreign 
to  Corinth  ;  and  formed  perhaps  no  integral  portion  of 
the  community  there. ^ 

Some  have  doubted  whether  the  parties  in  the 
church  were  distinguished  from  one  another  by  doc- 
trinal opinions,  both  because  there  is  no  necessary  con- 
nection between  the  existence  of  schisms  and  diversities 
of  sentiments,  and  because  the  apostle  condemns  the 
schisms    without   reference    to   doctrinal  errors.      But 

'  See  Holsten's  Das  Evangelium  des  Paulas,  Teil  1,  p.  191,  etc.     The 
recent  literature  on  the  party  is  given  by  this  writer  in  a  note. 
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though  the  Corinthians  disputed  about  the  comparative 
excellence  of  their  teachers,  the  Petrine  differed  from 
the  Pauline  Christians  in  doctrinal  views.  Why  the 
apostle  refrains  from  assigning  the  errors  he  condemns, 
to  the  respective  parties,  cannot  be  discovered.  Perhaps 
those  errors  could  not  be  definitely  distributed,  but 
floated  more  or  less  among  all — a  circumstance  which 
suggests  caution  to  the  interpreter,  lest  he  attempt  to 
do  what  the  writer  himself  has  avoided.  But  we  may 
arrive  at  probable  conclusions  respecting  the  inclination 
of  the  several  parties  to  erroneous  sentiments  or  prac- 
tices noticed  in  the  epistle.  The  spirit  of  the  church 
was  sensuous.  Its  standard  of  purity  was  low  ;  its 
members  of  a  heterogeneous  sort.  Those  who  divide  all 
professing  Christians  into  regenerate  and  unregenerate, 
or  who  hold  that  a  proper  church  should  consist  of  the 
former  alone,  are  discountenanced  by  the  dubious 
character  of  the  Corinthian  believers,  many  of  whom 
were  as  far  from  modern  orthodoxy  as  from  sanctity  of 
life.  The  church  was  disorderly  and  unspiritual,  its 
elements  consisting  of  voluptuous  Greeks  of  the  lower 
class,  with  a  minority  of  cultivated  minds  to  which  the 
new  religion  offered  few  attractions.  When  Christianity 
came  into  contact  with  the  Greek  mind,  it  had  to  make 
its  way  slowly  through  modes  of  thought  alien  to  its 
genius,  which  were  seconded,  only  too  strongly,  by  a 
loose  morality.  Idealism  and  sensuousness  presented 
an  uncongenial  front  to  the  doctrine  that  true  life  comes 
only  through  faith  in  a  crucified  Messiah. 

In  addition  to  the  contentions  of  parties,  other  dis- 
orders existed. 

2.  Some  had  fallen  into  sins  of  uncleanness.  That 
lewdness  had  become  pretty  general  may  be  inferred 
from  the  words,  '  It  is  reported  commonly  among  you 
that  there  is  fornication  '  (v.  1),  where  the  adverb  '  com- 
monly '  ^   refers   to   the  whole   clause,   intimating  that 

'   oKats, 
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varieties  of  uncleanness,  included  in  the  generic  term 
'  fornication,'  existed  amongst  the  Cormthians.  The 
writer  then  proceeds  to  notice  an  extreme  case  of  im- 
purity, viz.,  unnatural  intercourse  between  a  stepson 
and  stepmother.  Whether  the  case  was  one  of  marriage 
or  concubinage  is  unimportant.  The  verb  '  to  have  '  ^ 
is  commonly  applied  to  the  former  ;  and  that  idea  agrees 
best  with  v.  2,  3.  Notwithstanding  the  scandalous 
nature  of  the  act,  the  members  of  the  church  had  not 
withdrawn  from  the  society  of  the  incestuous.  The 
man  may  have  pleaded  the  privilege  of  proselytes  to 
Judaism — that  conversion  abolished  degrees  of  relation- 
ship. The  woman  was  probably  a  heathen.  The  apostle 
enjoins  immediate  exclusion  from  the  church,  and  takes 
occasion  to  speak  of  other  vices — covetousness,  idolatry, 
railmg,  drunkenness,  extortion,  which  should  be  dealt 
with  in  the  same  manner.  He  exhorts  his  readers  to 
have  no  intercourse  with  fornicators  or  persons  guilty 
of  notorious  vices,  but  to  disavow  their  deeds,  lest  sin 
should  be  countenanced  in  the  eyes  of  the  heathen. 

3.  In  their  observance  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  various 
abuses  had  crept  into  the  practices  of  the  Corinthian 
Christians.  This  feast  consisted  of  two  parts — a  pre- 
paratory meal  or  love  feast  preceding  the  supper  pro- 
perly so  called.  To  this  love  feast  each  brought  meat 
and  drink,  of  which  all  partook  on  an  equal  footing. 
The  poor  man  shared  the  bounty  of  the  rich,  as  if  he 
had  contributed  his  part  of  the  meal ;  and  the  brethren, 
rich  and  poor,  masters  and  slaves,  exhibited  a  spectacle 
of  unity  to  the  world .  But  when  Christian  love  cooled, 
the  love  feasts  lost  their  true  character.  Those  who 
brought  food  with  them  ate  and  drank  by  themselves, 
apart  from  the  members  whom  poverty  prevented  from 
contributing.  The  poor,  in  their  hunger,  were  com- 
pelled to  look  on  ;  while  the  rich  brethren,  having  more 
than  was  necessary,  indulged  in  excess.    One  was  hungry 
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and  another  was  drunken.  The  meal  degenerated  into 
a  private  feast,  and  lost  its  proper  significance.  By  such 
conduct  the  rich  unfitted  themselves  for  joining  in  the 
essential  part  of  the  transaction  with  spiritual  discern- 
ment. From  whatever  source  the  Gentile  Christians 
borrowed  then*  love  feasts,  such  meals  do  not  seem  to 
have  prevailed  in  the  apostolic  churches  generally.  The 
apostle  did  not  forbid  them,  as  some  suppose,  but  wrote 
against  their  abuse.  They  are  condemned  as  far  as 
they  ceased  to  promote  Christian  love,  that  is,  as  far  as 
their  original  purpose  was  lost  sight  of. 

4.  Another  impropriety  committed  by  the  Corin- 
thian Christians  consisted  in  appeals  to  heathen  tribu- 
nals, showmg  that  a  generous  confidence  in  the  integrity 
of  the  brethren  had  given  place  to  selfishness.  It  was 
customary  for  the  Jews  to  decide  disputes  before  tribunals 
of  their  own,  a  practice  supposed  to  be  based  on  Exodus 
xxi.  1,^  and  transferred  perhaps  from  the  synagogue 
to  the  Christian  church.  To  correct  these  unseemly 
disputes  before  civil  magistrates,  the  apostle  reasons 
with  the  Corinthians  thus  :  '  If  the  saints  are  to  judge 
the  world  and  angels  themselves,  they  are  much  more 
competent  to  decide  the  minor  afi^airs  of  the  present 
state.'  Legal  disputes  before  heathens  are  censured  as 
contrary  to  Christian  love. 

5.  Some  of  the  believers  doubted  or  denied  the  truth 
of  the  resurrection.  These  doubts  sprang  up  in  heathen 
soil.  Gentile  Christians  belonging  to  the  church  enter- 
tained them,  basing  their  objections  on  the  current 
doctrine  of  the  resurrection  which  was  opposed  to  Greek 
and  Roman  ideas.  Men  who  had  renounced  the  vul- 
gar ideas  about  Elysium  and  Tartarus  revolted  from  the 
teaching  of  the  gospel  concerning  future  existence,  be- 
cause it  involved  a  return  of  the  body  to  life  upon  the 
earth,   a  doctrine  which  arose  in  the  bosom  of  later 

'  'These  are  the  judgments  which  thou  shalt  set  before  them'  (the 
Jews,  not  the  Gentiles). 
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Judaism,  and  was  transferred  to  primitive  Christianity.^ 
Whether  such  scepticism  arose  from  a  philosophic  ten- 
dency, or  was  fostered  by  the  prevailing  sensuousness  at 
Corinth,  cannot  be  ascertained.  In  opposmg  it  the 
apostle  does  not  distinguish  between  resurrection  and 
immortality.  The  number  of  persons  who  had  these 
doubts  seems  to  have  been  small.  In  refuting  their 
notions,  Paul  l^egins  with  the  cardinal  fact  of  Christ's 
resurrection,  and  having  proved  its  reality,  adopts  it  as 
the  basis  of  his  reasoning,  grounding  the  fact  of  the 
general  resurrection  upon  it.  He  then  adverts  to  the 
how  of  the  question,  lessening  the  difficulty  by  stating 
that  the  resurrection  body  will  be  a  spiritual,  not  a  natu- 
ral, organism. 

The  apostle  heard  of  these  improprieties.  We  shall 
now  advert  to  other  topics,  about  which  he  had  been 
asked  by  letter. 

6.  The  subject  of  celibacy  was  one  that  perplexed 
part  of  the  Christian  cliurch  at  Corinth.  It  is  not  easy, 
however,  to  discover  the  precise  point  to  which  their 
question  referred,  because  the  writer  touches  on  several 
things  in  his  answer.  He  speaks  first  of  marriage 
generally,  recommending  that  state  to  all  as  one  preven- 
tive of  fornication.  At  the  same  time,  he  prefers  a  single 
life  for  those  who  could  purely  bear  it.  He  condemns 
separations  and  divorces,  even  though  one  of  the  parties 
be  a  heathen,  as  long  as  the  unbeliever  chooses  to  con- 
tinue with  the  other.  After  a  short  digression,  he  turns 
to  the  unmarried,  recommending  them  to  remain  single 
because  of  impending  calamities  ;  and  touches  at  the  end 
on  the  marriage  of  widows.  What  then  was  the  par- 
ticular point  of  inquiry  ?  Was  it,  as  Hofmann  supposes, 
whether  an  unmarried  man  should  entirely  abstain  from 
sexual  contact  with  a  woman  ;  or,  as  Hilgenfeld  thinks, 

'  Comp.  2  Maccabees  vii.  0,  11,  14,  23.  Like  the  author  of  the  hook  of 
Daniel,  the  Maccabean  writer  limits  the  regurrection  to  pious  Jews,  appa- 
rently excluding  all  Gentiles. 
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was  the  question  whether  it  were  not  advisable  that  men 
generally,  even  the  married,  should  not  touch  a  woman  ? 
The  latter  is  more  probable.  The  notion  of  attaching  un- 
due value  to  celibacy  was  an  Essene  one  ;  but  the  apostle, 
though  inclined  to  that  view,  carefully  limits  it. 

It  is  difficult  to  discover  the  party  among  whom  a 
preference  for  celibacy  had  appeared.  The  Pauline 
Christians  may  have  overvalued  celibacy,  because  Paul 
was  unmarried.  But  even  this  is  doubtful,  because  the 
adherents  of  Paul,  in  after  times,  never  insisted  on  a 
single  life.  An  ascetic  spirit  had  appeared  among  the 
Corinthians,  leading  some  to  argue  for  celibacy  as  a 
state  of  peculiar  virtue.  This  disposition  showed  it- 
self early  in  the  primitive  churches  and  arose  out  of 
temperament.  Perhaps  it  was  fostered  by  the  Christ 
party,  and  was  of  Palestmian  origin. 

While  treating  of  the  marriage  relation,  the  a]^ostle 
lays  down  a  general  maxim  which  deserves  particular 
notice.  In  whatever  situation  Christianity  finds  an  in- 
dividual, it  does  not  interfere  with  his  external  relations, 
nor  command  him  to  start  off  abruptly  from  former  pur- 
suits. The  existing  order  of  society  was  outwardly  un- 
disturbed by  the  new  religion.  This  is  applied  to  the  case 
of  slaves.  Primitive  Christianity  did  not  enjoin  masters 
to  set  their  slaves  at  liberty.  It  prepared  them  to  be 
kind  and  benevolent  towards  that  class.  Slaves  them- 
selves were  exhorted  to  submit  patiently  to  the  yoke. 
But  Paul  did  not  undervalue  civil  liberty.  He  advised 
every  slave  to  avail  himself  of  a  legitimate  opportunity 
to  obtain  his  emancipation.  '  If  thou  mayest  be  made 
free,  use  it  rather.'  From  this  application  of  a  general 
principle  to  the  state  of  slaves,  we  infer  that  he  looked 
upon  the  institution  as  uncongenial  with  the  spirit  of 
Christianity. 

7.  Another  question  related  to  the  duties  of  Chris- 
tians respecting  flesh  previously  offered  to  idols.  Some 
Gentile  converts  not  only  ate  without  scruple  meat  sold 

VOL.  I.  D 
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in  the  market,  after  it  liad  been  dedicated  to  idols,  but 
partook  of  the  feasts  held  in  heathen  temples,  at  which 
such  flesh  was  set  before  the  guests.  This  conduct  gave 
offence  to  Jewish  Christians,  whose  weak  consciences 
naturally  revolted  at  idolatry. 

In  replying  to  the  inquiry  addressed  to  the  apostle 
on  this  subject,  he  notices  three  points,  as  if  three  ques- 
tions had  been  asked.  Should  a  Christian  eat  the  flesh 
|of  an  animal  offered  in  sacrifice  to  idols,  after  that  flesh 
has  been  exposed  for  sale  and  purchased  as  food  ? 
Should  a  Christian  accept  the  invitation  of  a  friend  to 
\  partake  of  a  feast  held  in  a  heathen  temple  ?  Should  a 
Christian  go  to  a  private  entertainment  and  eat  the  flesh 
of  animals  dedicated  to  idols  ?  He  replies  to  the  first 
in  the  aflirmative,  mentioning,  however,  a  limit  to  the 
exercise  of  Christian  freedom.  Care  must  be  taken  not 
to  offend  a  weak  brother,  since  an  action  harmless  in 
itself  ceases  to  be  indifferent  when  it  hurts  the  feelings 
or  prejudices  of  a  tender  conscience.  He  answers  the 
second  in  the  negative,  because  every  Christian  present 
at  idol-feasts  makes  himself  a  sharer  in  the  idolatrous 
worship.  As  to  the  third,  he  allows  a  Christian  to  eat 
everything  set  before  him  at  a  private  entertamment. 
But  if  any  guest  should  say  of  a  particular  dish,  '  this 
meat  has  been  offered  in  sacrifice  to  an  idol,'  the  believer 
is  exhorted  to  abstain,  out  of  regard  to  the  conscience 
of  others. 

This  topic  relates  to  the  Pauline  and  Petrine  parties. 
The  weak  were  the  Jewish  Christians,  who  had  scruples 
of  conscience  about  countenancing  idolatry,  and  allowed 
their  minds  to  be  harassed  with  anxiety  when  there  was 
no  real  ground  for  it.  The  Pauline  Christians,  on  the 
other  hand,  entertaining  correct  notions  of  freedom, 
joined  without  scruple  in  festive  entertainments  where 
flesh  left  after  sacrifices  was  used,  and  paid  little  regard 
to  the  uneasiness  of  the  Petrine  Christians.  Very  wisely 
does  the  apostle  deal  with  the  question  by  enforcing  the 
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law  of  love  to  modify  things  in  themselves  indifferent. 
That  law  binds  the  believer  to  act  in  accordance  with 
the  spiritual  benefit  of  others. 

It  would  be  unnecessary  to  mention  the  opinion  of 
Meyer  and  Hofmann,  that  the  weak  are  Gentile  Christians, 
were  it  not  that  it  derives  support  from  the  critical 
reading  of  Lachmann  and  Tischendorf,  in  viii.  7,  '  with 
conscience  until  now  of  the  idol,  eat  it  as  a  thing  offered 
to  an  idol,'  &c.,^  meaning  that  their  conscience  was 
transferred  from  their  heathen  state  to  their  Christian 
one,  in  supposing  that  an  idol  was  a  real  thmg.^  The 
reading,  though  attested  by  external  evidence,  is  hardly 
placed  beyond  doubt ;  and  even  if  it  were,  it  seems  far- 
fetched to  restrict  the  phrase  till  now,  to  the  noun  alone 
that  precedes  it,  instead  of  to  the  whole  clause. 

8.  Another  subject  referred  to  the  apostle,  was  the 
demeanour  of  females  in  public  meetings.  Misapplying 
Christian  liberty,  females  appeared  unveiled  in  congre- 
gations of  worshippers  composed  of  both  sexes  ;  a  prac- 
tice adopted  in  imitation  of  the  men,  who,  according  to 
Greek  custom,  appeared  with  uncovered  heads.  This 
was  an  improper  application  of  their  privileges,  as  if 
they  stood  on  a  perfect  equality  with  the  male  sex. 
They  even  prayed  and  prophesied  in  the  public  assem- 
blies unveiled.  The  apostle  condemns  the  custom  of 
removing  the  veil  in  promiscuous  meetings  of  wor- 
shippers, as  well  as  that  of  praying  and  prophesying  in 
public  ;  though  he  reserves  his  denunciation  of  the 
latter  to  a  subsequent  occasion  (xii.  34).  He  reminds 
woman  of  her  subordination  to  man  ;  showing  their 
true  relation  to  one  another  and  to  Christ ;  and  indi- 
cates that  the  tendency  of  the  custom  of  appearing  in 
public  meetings  with  uncovered  heads  is  immoral. 

9.  The  Corinthian  church  enjoyed  a  large  measure 

'  Tjj  (Tvveidrjcrei  eats  apri  tov  etScoXov,  k.t.X. 

'  Exeget.  Handhuch  iihei-  den  ersten  Brief  an  die  Korinther,  p.  176,  2iid 
edition, 
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of  spiritual  gifts.  These  were  not  equivalent  to  what 
are  now  called  miraculous^  but  consisted  in  the  elevation 
of  the  natural  faculties.  The  excitement  produced 
upon  susceptible  spirits  by  a  new  religion  in  the  apo- 
stolic age  was  often  extraordinary.  But  unworthy 
motives  interfered  with  the  exercise  of  spiritualised 
feelings  ;  and  their  exhibition  was  unedifying.  In  an 
ecstatic  state,  the  Corinthians  used  words  inarticulate, 
disconnected,  confused,  which  conveyed  little  meaning 
to  the  hearer,  because  the  speakers  themselves  were  not 
conscious  of  a  meaning.  The  charism  did  not  consist 
in  the  ability  to  speak  foreign  languages,  as  has  been 
often  supposed,  but  in  impassioned  exclamations,  and 
in  obscure,  incoherent  outbursts  of  prayer.  The  gift 
was  overrated  by  its  possessors,  and  used  for  ostentation 
because  it  excited  wonder  in  the  hearers. 

The  apostle  enters  into  a  minute  consideration  of  the 
subject  of  charisms,  pointing  out  their  right  use.  Pro- 
phesying is  preferred  to  speaking  in  tongues,  because  it 
tends  to  edification.  Love,  however,  is  put  above  all 
gifts,  because  it  regulates  their  exercise. 

10.  The  only  other  question  of  the  Corinthian  church 
relates  to  a  collection  for  the  poor  saints  at  Jerusalem, 
about  which  the  apostle  gives  some  directions. 

Paul's  visits  to  the  Corinthians  before  he  wrote 

TO    THEM. 

It  has  been  debated  whether  Paul  visited  Corinth 
once  or  twice  before  he  wrote  to  the  believers  there. 
The  Acts  notice  only  one  visit.  The  supposition  of  a 
second  is  derived  from  passages  in  the  epistles  them- 
selves, from  2  Cor.  xiii.  1,2;  xii.  14  ;  ii.  1  ;  xii.  21  ; 
1  Cor.  xvi.  7.  As  the  two  visits  must  have  preceded 
'  the  first  epistle,  because  the  second  could  not  have 
happened  between  the  first  and  second  epistles,  passages 
from  both  epistles  are  relevant. 
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*  This  is  the  third  time  I  am  coming  to  you.  In  the 
mouth  of  two  or  three  witnesses  shall  every  word  be 
established.  I  told  you  before,  and  foretel  you,  as  if 
I  were  present,  the  second  time  ;  and  being  absent  now 
I  write  to  them  which  heretofore  have  sinned,  and  to  all 
other,  that  if  I  come  again,  I  will  not  spare'  (2  Cor. 
xiii.  1,2).  These  words  plainly  express  the  idea  that 
the  writer  purposed  to  pay  the  readers  a  third  visit. 

*  Behold,  the  third  time  I  am  ready  to  come  to  you  ; 
for  I  seek  yours,  not  you,'  &c.  (2  Cor.  xii.  14).  The 
meanmg  is  the  same  as  before.  The  apostle  was  ready 
to  visit  them  the  third  time.  The  preceding  context — 
*  for  what  is  it  wherein  ye  were  inferior  to  other  churches, 
except  it  be  that  I  myself  was  not  burdensome  to  you  ? 
Forgive  me  this  wrong ' — contains  keen  irony,  and 
agrees  best  with  the  supposition  that  the  writer  had 
been  at  Corinth  twice.  The  greater  the  number  of  his 
visits  during  which  he  had  received  no  maintenance 
from  the  people,  the  severer  his  irony. 

2  Cor.  ii.  1  is  less  explicit.  '  I  determined  this  with 
myself,  that  I  would  not  come  again  to  you  in  heavi- 
ness.' The  apostle  had  not  gone  to  them  in  sorrow,  as 
we  learn  from  Acts  xviii.  1  ;  neither  can  it  be  said  that 
he  was  humbled  on  the  occasion  of  his  first  visit  (xii.  21 ). 
A  subsequent  and  sorrowful  visit  is  therefore  implied. 
'  For  I  will  not  see  you  now  by  the  way  ;  but  I  trust  to 
tarry  a  while  with  you,  if  the  Lord  permit'  (1  Cor. 
xvi.  7).  These  words  intimate  that  his  next  visit  would 
be  of  some  length,  compared  with  the  passing  one  he 
had  last  paid.  The  first  was  nearly  two  years,  and  there- 
fore he  must  have  been  again  with  them  for  a  short  time. 

But  2  Cor.  i.  15,  16,  presents  an  apparent  objection 
to  this  view.  '  And  in  this  confidence  I  was  minded  to 
come  unto  you  before,  that  ye  might  have  a  second 
benefit ;  and  to  pass  by  you  into  Macedonia,  and  to 
come  again  out  of  Macedonia  unto  you,  and  of  you  to 
be  brought  on  my  way  towards  Judea.'     If  two  visits 
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to   Corinth  are  presupposed  elsewhere,  why  should  he 
speak  of  one  benefit  conferred  by  his  personal  presence  ? 
Why  not  intimate  two  benefits,  and  so  mention  a  third, 
'  that  ye  might  have  a  third  benefit  ?  '     This  reasoning 
is  plausible  but  not  conclusive.     To  meet  it,  we  need 
not  assume,  with  Bleek,^  after  Chrysostom,  that  a  second 
benefit  is  equivalent  to  a  second  joy.     The  apostle  speaks 
of  an  intended  journey,  before  the  sending  of  his  first 
epistle ;    and   the  second   benefit  refers   to  his   second 
presence  with  them,  after  returnmg  from  Macedonia,  as 
is  expressed  in  the  sixteenth  verse.     It  leaves  out  of 
account  the  apostle's  first  abode  at  Corinth,  and  alludes 
solely  to  his  purpose  of  seeing  the  Corinthians,  on  his 
return  from   Macedonia,  as  well  as  on  his  way  to  it. 
This  is  better  than  to  suppose  that,  during  the  apostle's 
residence  at  Corinth  of  eighteen  months,  he  had  gone 
into  the  neighbouring  districts,  and  returned  to  Corinth, 
so  that  in  one  sense  he  had  been  there  twice,  in  another 
only  once  ;  in  which  case  he  could  speak  of  another 
visit,  either  as  the  third  or  second.     It  is  remarkable 
that  Schott  and  Anger  should  defend  an  hypothesis  so 
improbable. 

There  are  other  difficulties  against  the  assumption 
of  an  unnoticed  visit  to  Corinth.     If  the  state  of  the 
church  was  such  as  to  give  uneasiness  to  the  apostle  at 
the  time  of  his  visit,  as  is  inferred  from  2  Cor.  xii.  21, 
^\      ii.  1,  it  is  not  easy  to  understand  how  his  first  epistle 
could  omit  all  mention  of  that  visit,  and  of  his  eftbrts 
againsf  the  disorders  he  had  then  witnessed.     If  the 
church  were  not  thus  distracted,  the  interpretation  of 
the  passages  referred  to  falls  away  ;  and  it  is  incompre- 
hensible how  the  community  could  have  speedily  become 
so  bad,   since  the  visit  must  have  preceded  the  first 
epistle  by  a  very  short  interval.     Ingenious  as  these 
suggestions  of  De  Wette's  are,''^  the  testimony  of  plain 

*  In  the  Studien  und  Kritiken  for  1830,  p.  614,  tf  seg. 
^  Einhitimg,  §  132a,  6th  ed. 
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words,  in  their  natural  acceptation,  must  not  be  aban- 
doned on  their  account. 

In  view  of  all  that  has  been  said  in  favour  of  the 
second  visit  by  Bleek  and  Holsten,^  we  cannot  but 
assent.  There  are  difficulties  in  its  way,  which  have 
been  forcibly  urged  by  Baur  ;  but  they  are  not  insuper- 
able.    Greater  ones  attend  its  rejection. 

At  what  place  of  the  Acts  it  should  be  inserted,  can 
only  be  conjectured.  It  is  best  to  put  it  during  the 
apostle's  abode  at  Ephesus  of  nearly  three  years'  length 
(Acts  xix.),  as  Schrader  and  others  do.  To  put  it 
elsewhere,  in  the  year  and  a  half's  sojourn  at  Corinth, 
with  Schott  and  Anger  ;  or  in  the  interval  between  his 
first  and  second  visit  to  Ephesus,  as  Neander  conjec- 
tures, is  less  probable. 

THE   FIRST   EXTANT    EPISTLE    TO    THE    CORINTHIANS,    NOT 
THE  FIRST  WHICH  THEY  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  APOSTLE. 

We  have  assumed  that  the  present  epistle  was  pre- 
ceded by  a  lost  one,  on  the  basis  of  v.  9,  'I  wrote  unto 
you  in  the  epistle,^  &c.  These  words  are  rendered  either, 
'  I  have  written  to  you  in  this  epistle,'  or,  '  I  wrote  to 
you  in  that  epistle.'  In  the  former  case,  they  refer  to 
the  letter  he  was  writing  ;  in  the  latter,  to  one  he  had 
written.  We  demur  to  the  view  that  the  aorist  of  the 
verb  '^  may  be  translated  here,  *  I  have  written.'  The 
only  correct  version  of  it  is,  '  I  wrote.'  Bishop  Middle- 
ton  ^  refers  to  various  places  where  the  article  conveys 
the  sense,  'the  present  epistle;'  but  none  is  pertinent, 
because  the  expression  in  question  occurs  at  the  end  of 
the  writing.  The  letters  in  which  the  phrase  appears 
are  virtually  finished.  The  epistle  can  only  mean  the 
present  epistle  when  it  is  written,  not  when  it  is  towards 

^  Das  Evangeliutn  des  Paulus,  Teil  i.  p.  187,  &c. 

»  The  Doctrine  of  the  Greek  Article.     Rose's  ed.  p.  324. 
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the  beginning.     That  the  same  phrase  may  mean  a 
former  epistle,  is  shown  by  2  Cor.  vii.  8. 

It  is  impossible  to  find  the  part  to  which  the  writer 
alludes,  if  the  letter  means  that  which  he  was  then 
writing.  The  reference  is  neither  anticipative,  as  Lard- 
ner  and  others  suppose,  nor  is  it  to  the  verses  immedi- 
ately preceding.^  No  part  of  the  context  contains  an 
injunction  not  to  company  with  fornicators,  for  the 
whole  exhibits  no  more  than  a  general  exhortation  to 
purity,  and  an  expectation,  on  the  writer's  part,  that 
his  readers  should  not  delay  to  excommunicate  the 
notorious  offender.  Supposing  that  the  reference  is  to 
the  second  verse,  or  to  the  fiffch,  sixth,  and  seventh 
verses  of  the  chapter,  what  is  the  use  of  the  phrase  in 
the  epistle  ?     The  general  sense  does  not  require  it. 

The  opinion  that  a  lost  epistle  is  referred  to,  which 
the  words  themselves  justify,  gave  rise  to  two  apocry- 
phal ones  :  one  purporting  to  proceed  from  the  Corin- 
thians, the  other  from  St.  Paul.  They  were  published 
in  Armenian,  with  a  Latin  translation  by  Wilkins  ;  ^ 
and  in  the  same  year  by  Philipp  Masson  in  Armenian 
and  Latin  ;  ^  Fabricius  also  gave  them  in  Latin  and 
Greek,  in  the  third  part  of  his  '  Codex  Apocryphus 
N.  T.'  They  were  inserted  by  Whiston  in  his  collection 
of  authentic  records  belonging  to  the  Old  and  New 
Testament,  in  Latin,  English,  and  Arabic,  with  a 
defence  of  their  authenticity.*  His  two  sons  afterwards 
edited  them  in  Armenian,  Greek,  and  Latin,  as  an 
appendix  to  their  edition  of  Moses  Choronensis's  his- 
tory.^    The  best  and  most  complete  translation  is  that 

^  The  aorist  eypa-^a  may  stand  for  the  present  ypa(f>(o  ;  but  the  New 
Testament  usage  of  it  m  this  way  cannot  be  fairly  shown.  The  nearest  ap- 
proach to  it  is  the  reference  to  a  group  of  verses  just  completed,  in  1  Cor. 
ix.  15;  1  John  ii.  21,  26;  v.  13.  See  Winer's  Grammar  of  the  Idiom  of 
the  New  Testament,  §  40,  p.  278,  Thayer's  translation. 

'^  Amsterdam,  1715,  4to. 

■'  Histoire  critique  de  la  Repuhliqiie  des  Lettres,  vol.  x.  p.  160,  et  seq. 

*  Partii.  p.  585,  Sec,  1710. 

^  1736,  4to.,  London,  p.  371,  &c. 
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made  by  Father  Aucher  and  Lord  Byron,  published  m 
Moore's  life  of  the  latter.^  The  letters  are  manifest 
forgeries,  not  earlier  than  the  eleventh  century.  It  is 
strange  that  their  authenticity  should  have  found  a 
second  defender  in  Rinck,  when  Whiston's  own  sons 
hesitated  to  accept  it. 

AUTHENTICITY. 

The  authenticity  of  the  first  epistle  to  the  Corin- 
thians has  not  been  called  in  question  except  by  Bruno 
Bauer.  Early  Christian  writers  always  assigned  the 
work  to  Paul.  Clement  of  Rome,  Ignatius,  and  Poly- 
carp  quote  or  allude  to  it,  perhaps  also  Justin  Martyr. 
The  first  writes  :  '  Take  up  the  epistle  of  the  blessed 
apostle  Paul ;  what  did  he  first  write  to  you  in  the 
beginning  of  the  gospel  ?  Of  a  truth  he  wrote  to  you 
by  the  Spirit  concerning  himself,  and  Cephas  and 
Apollos,  because  you  had  even  then  formed  parties.'^ 
Ignatius  says  :  '  It  is  becoming,  therefore,  that  in  every 
way  you  should  glorify  Jesus  Christ,  who  has  glorified 
you  ;  that  in  one  obedience  ye  may  be  perfectly  joined 
together  in  the  same  mind  and  in  the  same  judgment, 
and  may  all  speak  the  same  thing  of  the  same  thing.'  ^ 
And  again  :  '  The  cross,  which  is  a  stumbling-block  to 
unbelievers,  but  to  us  salvation  and  eternal  life.  Where 
is  the  wise  ?  Where  is  the  disputer  ?  Where  is  the 
boasting  of  them  who  are  called  prudent  ? '  *     Polycarp 

'  Vol.  vi.  pp.  274,  275. 

^  'AvaXd^eTf  ttju  enKTToXrjv  tov  ftaKapiov  HavKov  rov  anocrToKov.  Tt 
wpatTov  vfj.lv  ev  ap)(Ti  toxi  evayyeXiov  eypayjrev ;  en'  dXrjBeias  TrvevfiariKS): 
fTTfCTTfiXev  vjjuv,  Trepi  avrov  re,  Koi  KT](pd  re,  <a\  'AttoXXcu,  8ia  re  Koi  rote 
npoaKkicTfii  vpas  nfrroiriadiu. — £!p.  ad.  Cor.  c.  47.  Oomp.  also  1  Cor.  x.  24 
with  ch.  xlviii. ;  xii.  12  with  ch.  xxxvil. ;  xiii.  with  ch.  xlix. ;  xv.  20  with 
ch.  xxiv. ;  ii.  9  with  ch.  xxxiv. 

^  Ilpfirov  ovu  ecTTiv  Kara  irdvra  rponov  8o^a^(iv  ^Irjaovv  Xpurrov  rov 
oo^acravra  vpdi,  Iva  (v  pia  VTrorayfj  rjTf  KarrjpTKrpfvoi  rtp  avrco  vot  Koi  rrj  avrrj 
yvQ)fii]-  Ka\  TO  avTo  XtyrjTt  navrfs  nepl  rov  avrov,  k.t.X. — Ad  Ephes.  C.  2. 

*  O  tcrrtv  crKdv8a\oi>  rois  antarovcriv,  f/plv  8e  rroirripia,  Koi  ^<of)  alavios. 
TTov  ao<{)6i;  noil  crv^»;rr;s;  nuv Kav\r)ais  rwi'  \(yopiv<m>  crvfcrwi/; — Ad Ejj/ies.C.  18. 
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has  the  following  :  '  Do  we  not  know  that  the  saints 
shall  judge  the  world,  as  Paul  teaches?'^  Again: 
'  Neither  fornicators,  nor  efFemiaate,  nor  abusers  of 
themselves  with  mankind,  shall  inherit  the  kingdom  of 
God,'  &c.^  Justin  Martyr  writes  :  '  For  Christ  was  the 
passover,  who  was  afterwards  sacrificed,'  &c.^  Irenaeus 
is  the  first  author  who  expressly  cites  the  epistle  as 
Paul's  :  '  This  also  the  apostle  (Paul)  manifestly  shews 
in  the  epistle  addressed  to  the  Cormthians,  saying  : 
"  Moreover,  brethren,  I  would  not  that  ye  should  be 
ignorant  how  that  all  our  fathers  were  under  the  cloud," ' 
&C.'*  So  too  Athenagoras  :  '  It  is  therefore  manifest 
that,  according  to  the  apostle,  this  corruptible  must  put 
on  incorruption.'  ^  Clement  of  Alexandria  has  :  '  The 
blessed  Paul  in  the  first  epistle  to  the  Corinthians  has 
solved  the  question,  when  he  writes  thus  :  "  Brethren, 
be  not  children  in  understanding," '  &c.^  Tertullian 
has  the  following  passage  :  '  Paul,  in  the  first  epistle  to 
the  Corinthians,  speaks  of  them  who  denied  or  doubted 
a  resurrection.'  ^     It  was  also  in  Marcion's  canon. 

ANALYSIS    or    CONTENTS. 

The  epistle  may  be  divided  into  four  parts,  viz.  i. 
1-iv.  21  ;  V.  1-xi.  1  ;  xi.  2-xiv.  40  ;  xv.  xvi. 

'  "H  ovk  oidafxev,  on  ol  ayioi  tov  noarfiov  Kpivovaiv ; — Ad  Philipp,  C.  11. 

*  Kat  ovT€  TTopvoi,  ovre  nakaKoi,  oijre  dpcrevoKoirai,  ^aaiXfiav  Qfov  KXrjpovo- 
fxfjaovaiv,  ovre  ol  Troioiipres  ra  lirona. — Ad  Philipp.  C.  5. 

^  'Hi'  yap  TO  Trdtrxa  o  Xpttrros,  6  Tvd(\s  varepov. — Dial.  Cimi  Tryph.  p.  374, 
ed.  Thirlby. 

*  '  Et  hoc  autem  Apostolum  in  epistola  quae  est  ad  Corinthios  mani- 
festissime  ostendisse,  dicentem :  Nolo  enim  vos  ignorare,  fratres,  quoniam 
patres  nostri  oinnes  sub  nube  fuerunt,  &c.' — Adv.  Hceres.  iv.  273,  p.  1059, 
ed.  Migiie. 

*  EiiSjjXof  Tvavrl  to  Xenropevov,  on  Set  Kara  tov  arroaToXov,  to  cf)dapTov 
TovTo  Koi  SiacTKedaa-Tov  evBvaaadai  cK^dapaiav,  "iva,  k.t.\. — De  Resurrect. 
Mort.  18,  p.  266,  ed.  Otto. 

®  ^a<peaTaTa  yovv  6  paKapios  Uavkos  dnriWa^fv  fjpas  ttjs  C^Trjcrecos 
iv  TTj  TvpoTtpa  irpos  KopivQlovs  fnKTToXjj,  2)Se  ttcos  ypdcpcov  'A8eX0oi,  pff  naiSia 
yivea-df  r«is  (f>pf(riv,  K.r.X. — P(Bdagog.  i.  p.  118,  ed.  Potter. 

^  '  Paulus  in  prima  ad  Corinthios  notat  negatores  et  diibitatores  resur- 
rectionis.' — De  Prceicript.  Hcereticorum,  c.  33. 
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1.  This  section  relates  to  the  party  divisions  in  the 
church,  which  the  writer  censures  and  endeavours  to 
heal. 

After  the  usual  salutation  the  apostle  congratulates 
his  readers  on  their  reception  of  the  gospel,  accompanied 
with  abundant  gifts  and  graces.  He  beseeches  them  to 
be  united  in  love,  instead  of  being  divided  into  con- 
tending parties  ;  thanks  God  that  he  had  furnished  no 
ground  for  undue  attachment  to  his  person,  since  he 
had  baptised  very  few,  his  chief  object  being  to  preach. 
The  believers  are  warned  against  worldly  wisdom,  as 
opposed  to  the  gospel  where  all  true  wisdom  centres  in 
the  cross  (i.  1-31). 

He  describes  how  he  had  preached  the  crucified  One 
among  them,  not  according  to  the  forms  of  learning  or 
philosophy,  but  in  unadorned  simplicity,  lest  his  success 
should  seem  due  to  human  eloquence.  The  fleshly  man 
cannot  discern  excellency  or  wisdom  in  such  a  theme  ; 
to  him  it  is  foolishness  :  it  is  only  he  who  has  the  Spirit 
of  God  and  therefore  spiritual  discernment,  that  receives 
and  comprehends  it  as  the  highest  wisdom  (ii.). 

The  Corinthians  had  made  so  little  progress  in  piety 
that  the  apostle  could  not  address  them  as  spiritual 
Christians.  To  this  he  attributes  their  aberrations  and 
divisions  ;  for  instead  of  attaching  themselves  solely  to 
Christ,  they  had  shown  undue  partiahty  to  human  in- 
strumentality. But  none  other  foundation  can  be  laid 
than  Christ  himself,  and  every  one  must  look  to  the 
nature  of  the  materials  which  he  builds  up,  lest  the 
structure  prove  unable  to  stand  the  fiery  test  of  the 
great  day  (iii.).  For  himself,  he  was  perfectly  con- 
vinced of  his  apostolic  calling,  and  was  comparatively 
indifferent  to  the  opinions  of  men,  from  whom  he  had 
not  sought  the  praise  due  to  faithful  stewards  of  the 
divine  mysteries.  The  sufi*erings  he  had  to  endure  were 
the  true  proof  of  his  apostleship  and  disinterestedness. 
His  self-denying  labours  are  alluded  to  not  for  the  pur- 
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pose  of  upbraiding  his  readers,  but  to  show  the  disin- 
terestedness required  in  preachers  of  the  gospel.  What- 
ever instructors  they  had,  he  was  their  spiritual  father ; 
and  he  beseeches  them  to  follow  none  other  gospel  than 
what  they  had  received  from  his  lips  (iv.). 

2.  The  second  part  is  occupied  with  matters  that 
concerned  the  private  rather  than  the  ]  ublic  relations  of 
the  Corinthian  converts,  but  not  exclusively. 

The  apostle  condemns  his  readers  for  associating 
with  an  incestuous  person,  whom  he  commands  them  to 
expel  from  the  church,  and  have  no  intercourse  either 
with  him  or  any  immoral  member  (v.).  He  censures 
them  for  taking  their  disputes  before  heathen  tribunals, 
instead  of  settling  them  by  mutual  arbitration.  So  far 
from  bearing  injuries  patiently,  they  had  injured  others. 
But  such  practices  must  preclude  admission  into  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  Though  they  had  been  great  smners 
in  their  heathen  state,  Christianity  demands  purity  ;  and 
a  believer's  body  must  be  holy,  because  it  is  the  temple 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  (vi.).  In  the  seventh  chapter  he 
answers  the  question  that  had  been  addressed  to  him 
respecting  marriage,  touching  on  various  collateral 
topics  not  included  perhaps  in  the  letter.  The  subject 
of  Christian  liberty  is  next  treated,  with  special  reference 
to  the  use  of  flesh  once  dedicated  to  idols.  Here  he 
presents  himself  as  an  example  to  the  Corinthians, 
whence  they  might  perceive  how  he  had  abstained  from 
lawful  enjoyments,  in  order  to  recommend  the  gospel 
more  effectually,  by  accommodation  to  the  wants  and 
even  the  prejudices,  of  others.  He  did  not  avail  himself 
of  his  Christian  lil)erty  to  the  full  extent ;  he  had  not 
married  ;  he  had  taken  from  them  no  temporal  support, 
but  had  laboured  with  his  hands  to  supply  his  necessities 
(ix.).  The  melancholy  eff*ects  of  abusing  freedom  are 
shown  in  the  history  of  the  Israelites  ;  and  the  Corin- 
thians are  warned  lest  they  too  should  be  overtaken  in 
a  false  security  (x.  1-xi.  1). 
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3.  The  third  division  treats  of  the  public  relations 
of  Christians. 

Here  the  apostle  condemns  irregularities  existino* 
among  the  Corinthians  in  the  worship  of  God,  such  as 
the  appearing  of  females  in  their  assemblies,  with  un- 
covered heads,  whereas  a  becoming  distinction  should 
be  observed  between  males  and  females  in  this  par- 
ticular, as  a  token  of  the  latter's  modesty  and  subjection 
(xi.  2-16).  Abuses  connected  with  the  Lord's  supper 
are  also  censured,  the  apostle  expounding  the  mode  of 
its  institution  as  he  had  received  it  by  revelation  (1 7-34). 
He  proceeds  to  consider  the  gift  of  tongues,  and  the 
relation  it  bears  to  similar  gifts  generally,  affirmmg  that 
every  one  who  speaks  in  the  spirit  acknowledges  Jesus 
to  be  the  Lord — that  such  confession  proves  him  to 
have  received  the  spirit  who  is  manifested  in  various 
ways.  All  charisms  have  one  object,  the  edification  of 
the  church.  None  should  be  preferred  above  another, 
since  all  are  necessary  ;  just  as  the  different  members  of 
the  body  have  each  an  important  function  to  perform 
(xii.).  This  unity  of  spiritual  gifts,  both  in  their  origin 
and  object,  commends  the  great  principle  of  love,  which 
is  above  them  all,  and  without  which  they  are  valueless. 
Here  the  writer  graphically  describes  the  nature  of  love, 
representing  it,  with  faith  and  hope,  as  one  of  the  three 
cardinal  virtues,  and  preferring  it  even  to  them  (xiii.). 
After  this  he  speaks  of  the  two  gifts  of  tongues  and  pro- 
phesying, showing  that  the  former  should  not  be  exer- 
cised indiscriminately,  since  it  is  useless  unless  accom- 
panied with  interpretation  ;  while  the  other  is  intelligible 
by  itself  (xiv.  1-33).  Women  are  enjoined  to  be  silent 
in  churches  ;  and  all  things  should  be  conducted  with 
propriety  and  order  in  the  public  meetings  of  the  saints 
(34-40). 

4.  The  fourth  part  relates  to  the  resurrection,  wdiich 
some  in  the  church  denied ;  and  concludes  with  a  few 
general  directions. 
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The  fifteenth  chapter  discusses  the  doctrine  of  the 
resurrection,  and  asserts  its  necessary  connection  with 
the  leading  truths  of  Christianity.  The  apostle  afiirms 
the  inseparable  union  between  Christ's  resurrection  and 
that  of  believers.  He  rests  his  argument  for  a  general 
resurrection  on  Christ's  rising  from  the  dead,  showing 
with  what  intensity  of  belief  he  held  the  latter.  All 
faith  he  holds  to  be  vain,  unless  Christ  rose  from  the 
dead.  His  reasoning  is  of  the  passionate,  ardent  kind 
so  conspicuous  in  the  epistle  to  the  Romans,  in  which 
the  heart  controls  the  head.  Whatever  be  thought  of 
its  conclusiveness,  it  has  its  value  to  the  Christian  of 
every  age,  teaching  him  that  intensity  of  conviction 
accompanied  by  supreme  love  to  God  and  man,  ennobles 
its  subject.  An  illustration  borrowed  from  the  organism 
of  plants,  to  prove  that  a  resurrection  of  the  body  is 
consistent  with  reason  and  nature,  so  far  from  implying 
that  the  same  body  rises,  indicates  the  reverse.  And 
the  three  verses  39-41  imply  that  the  same  body  will 
not  appear  again.  The  analogy  of  multiplied  and  varied 
organisations  in  nature  shows  diversity.  The  flesh  of 
animals  ;  heavenly  and  earthly  bodies  ;  the  splendour 
of  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars  are  different ;  why  should  the 
resurrection  body  not  follow  analogy  ?  The  distinction 
between  the  earthly  and  resurrection  body  is  summed  up 
in  the  phrases,  psychical  hody^  pneumatic  body,  which  con- 
vey no  definite  ideas  to  us.  In  the  one,  the  psyche,  i.e. 
animal  life,  is  the  predominant  agent,  and  the  pneuma  is 
subordinate ;  in  the  other,  the  pneuma,  the  spirit  rules, 
and  the  psyche  has  ceased  to  be  a  principle.  Perhaps  the 
writer's  idea  was  that  the  resurrection  body  is  to  be  a 
new  and  higher  form  of  the  old  one  ;  not  an  entirely  new 
structure,  but  a  renovated  form  of  the  old,  divested  of 
earthly  materials  and  developed  out  of  the  present.  Such 
is  LUdemann's  view  ;  though  in  comparing  1  Cor.  xv.  36, 
&c.,  with  2  Cor.  v.  4,  he  does  not  notice  the  discrepancy.^ 

*  See  Die  Anthropologie  des  Apostels  Paulus,  p.  149. 
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It  is  also  observable,  that  the  death  of  Adam  and  of 
all  mankind  in  him,  is  spoken  of,  not  as  the  consequence 
of  his  sin,  but  of  an  earthly  nature  (xv.  44-47).  On 
the  contrary,  Adam's  sin  is  stated  to  be  the  cause  of  his 
death  in  the  fifth  chapter  of  the  epistle  to  the  Romans. 
Are  these  representations  of  the  apostle  consistent  ? 
Fritz sche  supposes  they  are  not ;  Meyer  has  a  laboured 
note  to  show  their  harmony.  It  is  one  of  the  antino- 
mies in  Paul's  writings,  which  must  be  allowed  to  stand 
side  by  side  ;  being  connected  with  the  mder  antinomy 
which  the  apostle's  doctrine  presents  respecting  the  change 
in  man's  nature ;  for  in  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  the  first 
epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  sin  is  supposed  to  have  its 
origin  in  the  psychological  nature  of  man,  in  the  mate- 
rial styled  his  flesh ;  whereas  in  the  fifth  chapter  of  the 
epistle  to  the  Romans,  Adam's  sin  is  represented  as  the 
efficient  cause  of  the  principle  of  natural  sinfulness. 
According  to  the  former,  Adam's  sin  produced  no  change 
in  the  moral  nature  of  man  ;  according  to  the  latter,  a 
new  principle  of  sinfulness  came  in  by  that  very  means. 
It  is  better  not  to  attempt  the  reconciliation  of  the  two 
than  to  do  it  and  fail.  We  agree  with  Pfleiderer  in 
thinking  it  exegeiicaliy  impossible. 

The  last  chapter  recommends  the  contribution  for  the 
poor  at  Jerusalem,  informs  them  of  the  writer's  intended 
journey  to  Corinth,  subjoins  admonitions,  and  concludes 
wdth  some  salutations  (xvi.). 

The  apostle,  who  had  himself  founded  the  Corinthian 
church,  specially  loved  it,  and  nurtured  it  with  uncom- 
mon care.  The  relations  between  the  spiritual  father 
and  his  off'spring  were  intimate  and  confidential.  His 
experiences  among  these  converts  were  diversified,  his 
difficulties  peculiar  ;  and  the  human  side  of  his  indi- 
viduality is  seen  in  what  he  writes  to  them  more  clearly 
than  in  any  other  epistle.  His  practical  sagacity, 
spiritual  insight,  tact,  and  delicacy  were  called  into 
exercise  by  the   weighty  problem   to   be   solved — the 
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planting  of  a  new  religion  in  Greek  soil.  Experiences 
among  the  people  prepared  him  for  dealing  with  them 
wisely,  and  for  applying  Christian  principles  to  the  full 
reality  of  concrete  life. 

The  epistles  are  unlike  those  to  the  Romans  and  Gala- 
tians.  In  the  letter  to  the  Galatians  truth  appears  in  its 
rougher  elements,  strength  taking  the  place  of  fineness  ; 
in  that  to  the  Romans  it  passes  into  the  abstract  domain 
of  doctrinal  propositions  and  contrasts  ;  it  is  seen  here 
in  the  manifestations  of  actual  life.  The  theology  is 
ethical  not  doctrinal,  entering  into  relations  public  and 
private,  healing  disorders,  correcting  mistakes,  and  fur- 
nishing wholesome  precepts.  Nowhere  is  the  many- 
sidedness  of  the  apostle's  mind  so  evident — the  breadth 
and  largeness  of  view  that  touch  topics  of  multifarious 
difficulty  with  masterly  ability.  The  Spirit  of  God  had 
endowed  him  beyond  ordinary  humanity,  not  in  vain,  as 
the  letters  to  the  Corinthians  demonstrate.  All  his 
powers  were  needed  for  the  successful  solution  of  the 
problem,  which  the  first  church  reared  on  the  classic 
ground  of  ancient  Greece  presented  ;  nor  did  they  fail 
to  meet  it  successfully. 
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ACCOUNT    OF    THE    APOSTLE    BETWEEN    THE    WRITING    OF 
THE    FIRST    AND    SECOND    EXTANT    EPISTLES. 

We  have  assumed  that  Timothy  did  not  go  as  far  as 
Coriiith,  but  returned  from  Macedonia  to  Ephesus 
without  a  report  of  the  affairs  at  Corinth.  There  is 
no  mention  of  his  visiting  Corinth  in  2  Cor.  xii.  18, 
although  it  might  have  been  looked  for  there  ;  nor  is 
it  alluded  to  in  Acts  xix.  22.  It  is  said,  indeed,  in 
explanation,  that  as  Timothy  is  associated  with  the 
apostle  in  writing  the  epistle,  a  notice  of  his  mission  in 
the  third  person  would  have  been  inappropriate  ;  but 
Timothy  is  associated  with  Paul  in  the  Philippian  letter, 
which  contains  notices  in  the  third  person  nothwith- 
standing  (ii.  19).  Nor  can  it  be  urged  that  some 
remark  and  apology  would  have  appeared  in  this  epistle, 
if  the  journey  had  been  abandoned,  as  long  as  we  are 
ignorant  of  the  circumstances  which  induced  Timothy 
to  stop  short  of  Corinth.  No  charge  of  fickleness  could 
have  been  founded  upon  a  journey  carried  out  only  in 
part ;  at  least  against  the  apostle,  as  long  as  he  had  sent 
Timothy.  If  the  messenger  was  disheartened,  and  feared 
to  proceed  to  Corinth,  or  if  he  saw  fit  to  return  sooner 
than  he  had  purposed,  the  sender  could  not  be  held 
responsible.  All  that  Meyer  suggests  against  the  hypo- 
thesis of  an  unfinished  visit  to  Corinth  is  invalid.  When 
the  apostle  found  that  his  young  friend  returned  with- 
out the  wished-for  intelligence,  he  sent  Titus  (vii.  14, 

VOL.  I.  E 
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15  ;  xii.  17,  18),  the  object  of  whose  mission  is  not 
stated.  It  is  likely  that  the  writer  despatched  his  friend 
to  observe  and  streno:then  the  effect  which  the  first 
epistle  made  upon  the  church.  Titus  would  be  expected 
to  bring  back  intelligence  of  the  state  of  parties  after 
the  letter  had  been  received,  and  of  the  general  feeling 
towards  the  writer. 

Did  he  bear  a  letter  on  this  occasion  ?  Bleek  ^ 
assumes  that  he  did,  and  some  passages  in  the  second 
extant  epistle  apparently  countenance  the  idea  :  '  And 
I  wrote  this  same  unto  you,  lest  when  I  came  I  should 
have  sorrow  from  them  of  whom  I  ought  to  rejoice  ; 
having  confidence  in  you  all,  that  my  joy  is  the  joy  of 
you  all,'  &c.  &c.  (ii.  3,  4).  Here  Paul  says  that  he 
wrote  his  reproof  to  the  Corinthians  respecting  the 
incestuous  person  in  a  very  painful  state  of  mind, 
accompanied  with  many  tears.  The  passage  in  the  first 
epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  v.  1-8,  is  pronounced  not 
strong  enough  to  justify  the  inference  of  its  being  here 
alluded  to,  and  therefore  a  lost  letter  must  be  assumed. 
The  language  is  not  sufiiciently  severe  or  painful ; 
neither  is  the  topic  of  the  incestuous  man  a  prominent 
one  in  the  first  epistle.  That  the  allusion  to  1  Cor.  v.  1, 
&c.,  is  felt  to  be  unsuitable  appears  from  the  fact  that 
some  critics  connect  the  apostle's  words  in  ii.  3,  4,  with 
the  4th,  5th,  and  6th  chapters  of  the  first  epistle  ;  while 
Schrader  connects  them  with  the  whole  letter.  This 
reasoning  is  inconclusive.  The  first  verse  of  the  5th 
chapter  of  1  Cor.  must  have  caused  pain  to  the  writer 
and  sorrow  to  the  readers — how  much,  can  only  be  con- 
ceived. The  apostle  says  in  2  Cor.  ii.  3,  4,  that  he  had 
written  to  the  Corinthians  a  reproof  about  the  inces- 
tuous person  which  had  caused  them  grief,  out  of  affec- 
tion for  them,  that  he  might  not  have  sorrow  after  his 
arrival.    He  did  not  wish  to  visit  them  personally  while 

'  In  the   Stuclien  und  Kritiken  for   1830,  iii.  p.  625,  etseq.;    repeated 
in  his  Einleitumj,  j .  402,  ct  spq. 
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irregularities  existed  that  must  awaken  painful  feelings  ; 
but  had  sent  them  a  letter  that  they  might  repent,  and 
so  prepare  for  a  joyful  meeting.  The  5th  chapter  of 
the  first  epistle  to  the  Corinthians  does  contain  reproofs, 
and  to  it  the  present  passage  may  be  suitably  applied. 

Another  place  to  which  Bleek  refers  in  justification 
of  his  opinion  is  2  Cor.  vii.  8-14.  But  nothing  there 
requires  the  assumption  of  a  lost  letter  ;  neither  the 
interpretation  of  the  participle  translated  '  he  that 
suflfered  wrong,'  ^  nor  of  the  phrase,  '  our  boasting, 
which  I  made  before  Titus.'  ^  The  former  does  not 
mean  Paul  himself]  but  the  father  of  the  incestuous  i^erson ; 
while  the  latter,  instead  of  signifying  the  praise  given 
by  Paul  to  Titus  (in  a  letter  now  lost),  means  the 
commendation  of  the  Corinthians  in  the  presence  of 
Titus  before  his  departure. 

If  it  be  thought  strange  that  the  apostle  should  have 
despatched  Titus  to  Corinth  during  the  critical  circum- 
stances of  the  church  in  that  city  without  an  epistle,  it 
must  be  remembered  that  a  long  letter  had  been  written 
shortly  before ;  and  that  the  author  had  neither  received 
an  account  of  the  mode  in  which  it  hal  been  accepted, 
nor  of  the  impression  it  had  made.  After  so  brief  an 
interval  it  would  have  been  precipitate  to  despatch 
another.^ 

These  observations  must  suffice  to  indicate  our  dis- 
sent from  the  view  of  Bleek,  who  has  been  followed  by 
Credner,  Neander,  Ewald,  Klopper,  and  Hilgenfeld. 
Hausrath  finds  the  alleged  lost  epistle  in  a  part  of  the 
present  second  one  to  the  Corinthians  (chapters  x.-xiii.), 
written  before  chapters  i.-ix.  By  assuming  an  epistle 
in  the  interval  we  gret  more  room  for  the  circumstances 
implied  in  the  second  of  the  extant  ones,  especially  for 
the  culmination  of  the  Judaising  agitation  in  Corinth, 

^    6  u^LKrjdeis. 

'   T}  Kavx']cni  I'jfxuiv  rj  eVl  TiVou. 

^  See   Riickert's  Der  zwcite   Brief  Fault  an  die    Korinfher   hearbeitet, 
p.  4]  7,  et.  seq. 
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which  was  overpowered  by  the  firmness  of  the  apostle. 

In   like   manner   ihe    apparent    difficulty   of  referring 

\  2  Cor.  ii.  5-8  and  vii.  8-12  to  the  incestuous  person, 

lis  more  easily  removed.     But  there  is  no  necessity  for 

the  hypothesis  ;  while  the  allusion  to  Satan  in  2  Cor.  ii. 

^    11,  points  to  1  Cor.  v.  5,  where  the  incestuous  man  is 

Ithe  subject. 

After  Titus  left  the  apostle,  a  violent  uproar  arose  at 
Ephesus.  The  success  attending  his  preaching  alarmed 
the  selfishness  of  Demetrius,  whose  lucrative  employ- 
ment was  to  manufacture  small  models  of  the  temple  of 
Artemis.  Perceiving  that  his  craft  was  in  danger,  this 
artisan  called  his  workmen  together,  and  easily  inflamed 
their  minds  against  the  man  whose  teaching  brought 
the  goddess  into  disrepute.  In  consequence  of  his  repre- 
sentations, the  artificers  ran  tumultuously  through  the 
city,  filling  it  with  confusion.  Seizing  Aristarchus  and 
Gaius,  they  hurried  them  away  to  the  theatre.  At 
length  the  populace  drew  forth  Alexander  from  among 
the  multitude  ;  the  Jews  also  putting  him  forward,  that 
he  might  exonerate  them,  by  throwing  blame  on  the 
Christians.  But  the  people  would  not  hear  him  when 
they  understood  that  he  was  a  Jew  ;  because  Jews  as 
well  as  Christians  were  considered  enemies  to  the 
heathen  gods. 

After  the  ignorant  rabble  had  exhausted  their  fury, 
the  recorder  of  the  city  addressed  them,  quieting  their 
turbulence  by  reminding  them  of  the  illegality  of  their 
conduct  and  the  hazard  they  ran  of  being  called  to 
account.     So  the  meeting  dispersed. 

EFFECTS  OF  THE  FIRST  EPISTLE  ON  THE  CHURCH  AT 
CORINTH,  AND  ITS  STATE  WHEN  THE  APOSTLE  WROTE 
HIS    SECOND    EXTANT    ONE. 

Leaving  Ephesus,  Paul  proceeded  to  Troas,  where 
he  was  disappointed  in  not  meeting  Titus,  and  repaired 
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to  Macedonia.  Here  the  messenger  returned  from 
Corinth,  with  a  report  satisfactory  in  the  main.  The 
letter  had  produced  a  salutary  impression  on  the  church. 
The  members  generally  had  acknowledged  Paul's  autho- 
rity, and  evinced  their  readiness  to  obey  his  commands. 
They  expressed  regret  on  account  of  irregularities,  and 
were  anxious  to  be  reconciled  to  their  spiritual  father. 
The  incestuous  person  had  been  treated  according  to 
the  will  of  the  apostle  ;  for  though  the  majority  had 
not  actually  excommunicated  him,  they  had  recorded  a 
sentence  against  him,  agreeing  with  Paul's.  The  apostle 
expresses  his  satisfaction  with  their  resolution,  especially 
as  the  offender  himself  had  become  penitent ;  and  de- 
clares that  excommunication  need  not  be  carried  out. 
On  the  contrary,  he  wishes  them  to  confirm  their  love 
to  the  man  by  receiving  him  back  to  the  communion  of 
the  church.  The  better  portion  of  the  people  lamented 
their  past  conduct  and  wished  for  Paul's  return.  The 
intelligence  communicated  by  Titus  was  so  agreeable 
that  the  author  exults  in  gratitude  to  God.  '  Now 
thanks  be  unto  God,  which  always  causes  us  to  triumph 
in  Christ,  and  maketh  manifest  the  savour  of  his  know- 
ledge by  us  in  every  place.'  But  all  were  not  reduced 
to  this  state  of  mind.  Corruptions  existed  which  could 
not  be  removed  in  a  day.  The  love  of  party  lingered 
among  them.  The  disposition  of  the  majority  to  sub- 
mit to  the  apostle's  decisions  and  welcome  him  back, 
was  not  universal.  He  had  still  opponents,  who  per- 
severed in  undermining  his  reputation  ;  and  were,  per- 
haps, all  the  more  inimical,  in  proportion  as  the  majority 
acknowledg-ed  his  rig-htful  claims.  This  will  account 
for  the  tone  of  self-defence  in  many  portions  of  the 
letter,  the  warnings  it  contains,  the  severe  language 
adopted.  Even  in  the  laudatory  passages,  side  glances 
at  detractors  appear.  While  praising  the  many,  those 
who  continued  to  thwart  him  are  seldom  lost  sight  of. 
The  insinuations  derogatory  to  the  writer,  to  which 
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he  alludes  in  the  way  of  refutation  or  self-defence,  are 
these  : — 

(a.)  He  had  said  that  he  intended  to  proceed  directly 
from  Ephesus  to  Corinth,  thence  to  Macedonia,  and 
returning  to  Corinth,  to  stay  till  his  departure  for 
Jerusalem.  The  distracted  state  of  the  church  induced 
him  to  change  his  purpose,  because  he  was  unwilling 
to  treat  them  with  severity.  This  alteration  of  plan  his 
enemies  turned  to  his  disadvantage,  charging  him  with 
fickleness,  and  inferring  that  his  doctrine  could  be  as 
little  relied  on  as  his  promises. 

(6.)  They  also  accused  him  of  vain  glory  and  osten- 
tation, because  he  spoke  of  himself  so  much.  They  did 
not  distinguish  between  the  grace  of  God  and  the 
human  instrument. 

(c.)  These  opponents  directed  attention  to  the  con- 
temptibleness  of  his  person,  contrasting  the  severity  of 
his  letters  with  tlie  weakness  of  his  body  and  worthless- . 
ness  of  his  speech.  They  intimated  that  he  threatened 
what  he  could  not  and  would  not  perform  ;  that  how- 
ever formidable  when  absent,  he  was  reaPy  timid.  Being 
afraid  to  come,  he  preferred  to  threaten  at  a  distance. 

(c?.)  His  opponents  seem  to  have  reproached  him 
with  preaching  a  mysterious  veiled  gospel,  deficient  in 
the  simplicity  of  that  proclaimed  by  the  primitive 
apostles.  He  had  said,  '  we  speak  the  wisdom  of  God 
in  a  mystery,  even  the  hidden  wisdom '  ( 1  Cor.  ii.  7 )  ; 
which  may  have  been  taken  as  the  foundation  of  their 
charge  ;  and  he  now  writes  in  reply,  '  if  our  gospel  be 
hid,  it  is  hid  in  the  perishing'  (2  Cor.  iv.  3). 

(e.)  One  had  come  to  Corinth  with  the  sanction  of 
someof  the  early  apostles,  preaching  Ebionite  Christianity 
in  opposition  to  Paul  (xi.  4).  This  new  teacher  led 
the  apostle  to  affirm,  that  he  had  equal  authority  with 
the  super-apostles,  and  that  he  preached  the  same  Jesus. 
We  cannot  agree  with  Ewald,  lloltzmann,  and  Haus- 
rath  in  identifying  the  new  teacher  with  one  of  the 
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twelve  apostles  whom  the  Judaisers  had  invited  to 
Corinth  ;  nor  with  such  as  understand  the  case  hypo- 
thetically. 

Such  are  the  principal  charges  combated  in  the 
second  epistle.  They  may  not  have  been  advanced  di- 
rectly or  openly.  But  they  were  made  with  persevering 
enmity. 

Who  were  the  contumacious  adversaries  ?  Were 
they  the  Christ  party  ?  Probably  they  were,  as  may 
be  inferred  from  chapter  v.  12,  13  ;  x.  7. 

OCCASION    AND    OBJECT. 

The  preceding  observations  show  the  occasion  on 
which  the  epistle  was  written.  The  writer's  heart  was 
moved  with  feelings  of  anxiety,  fear,  aifection,  distrust, 
and  hope,  from  the  time  he  had  sent  his  first  epistle,  till 
Titus's  return  from  Corinth  wdth  a  report  of  the  state 
of  the  church,  favourable  in  some  respects,  unpleasant 
in  others.  His  leading  object  was  to  establish  his 
apostolic  reputation,  and  to  restore  the  erring  to  sub- 
mission. 

The  manner  in  which  he  tries  to  accomplish  the  end 
is  shown  by  the  outline  of  the  letter.  Making  a  dis- 
tinction between  the  church  generally  and  the  dis- 
turbers of  its  peace,  he  praises  the  former,  as  far  as  he 
could  with  truth  ;  for  it  was  his  endeavour  to  convince 
them  of  their  faults,  and  win  them  to  entire  obedience. 
The  latter  he  seeks  to  overpower.  Beginning  with  an 
address  to  the  church  generally,  so  that  he  could  speak 
in  mild  terms,  he  commends  their  manifestation  of  re- 
pentance and  obedience.  Pra'se  is  bestowed  on  the 
whole  body  ;  no  separation  is  made  between  the  better 
and  the  more  corrupt  members.  The  writer  expresses 
the  same  affection  for  all,  and  entertains  good  hopes  of 
them.  He  proceeds  to  speak  of  himself,  his  life,  suffer- 
ings, labours,  and  hopes,   presenting  the  picture  of  a 
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man  deeply  conscious  of  the  importance  of  his  office, 
and  pursuing  its  duties  with  singular  earnestness.  The 
patriot,  marked  by  the  absence  of  vain  glory,  but  by 
dignity  and  consciousness  of  divine  power,  attracts  the 
reader's  admiration.  The  description  flows  from  a  full 
heart,  without  the  semblance  of  rhetorical  arrangement. 
The  only  skill  seen  is  the  result  of  warm  outpourings 
from  a  heart  intensely  alive  to  the  cause  of  truth. 

Putting  the  less  important  part  of  the  letter  between 
the  two  leading  divisions,  the  third  exhibits  an  altered 
tone.  Here  the  writer  addresses  his  opponents,  and 
triumphantly  vindicates  himself  from  all  their  asper- 
sions. He  threatens  them  severely  with  the  exercise  of 
his  apostolic  power,  and  invokes  Grod  to  witness  the 
purity  of  his  motives. 

TIME    AND    PLACE    OF    WRITING. 

The  epistle  was  written  in  Macedonia  (ii.  13  ;  vii.  5; 
ix.  2—4),  at  Philippi,  according  to  the  subscription  ; 
which  place  is  also  in  the  Vatican  MS.  (but  not  from 
the  original  writer),  in  the  Peshito,  in  K.  L.,  and  many 
other  copies.  This  is  improbable,  because  he  had 
travelled  farther  in  Macedonia  than  the  place  where 
it  is  likely  he  landed,  as  he  speaks  of  the  progress 
which  the  churches  of  the  province  had  made  in  further- 
ing the  collection  for  the  poor  (viii.  1,  &c.).  Besides, 
he  had  waited  in  vain  for  the  arrival  of  Titus  in  Mace- 
donia (vii.  5),  and  anxiety  did  not  allow  of  a  long  stay 
in  Philippi,  since  his  object  was  to  go  to  Corinth  im- 
mediately. Others,  supposing  Troas  to  have  been  its 
birth-place,  appeal  to  2  Cor.  ii.  12  ;  though  the  passage 
in  its  connection  with  the  next  verse,  proves  that  Paul 
had  left  Troas.  Nothing  in  the  epistle  favours  one  loca- 
lity  in  Macedonia  more  than  another.  Some  even 
think  that  it  was  not  all  written  in  one  place,  but  at 
different  times   and  localities  on  several  journeys — an 


SECOND  EPISTLE  TO  THE   COHINTinANS.  67 

opinion  founded  on  a  certain  view  of  the  letter  as  loose 
and  disjointed. 

The  exact  time  of  writing  cannot  be  determined. 
Perhaps  it  was  soon  after  the  first  epistle,  as  various 
circumstances  show  ;  among  which  we  may  reckon  the 
allusion  to  Paul's  great  peril  at  Ephesus  (2  Cor.  i.  4- 
10),  caused  by  Demetrius — a  fact  which  had  happened 
recently.  De  Wette,  however,  disallows  the  reference 
of  the  passage  to  Acts  xix.  23,  &c.,  on  the  ground  that 
his  life  was  not  then  in  imminent  danger,  thinking  that, 
if  Ephesus  had  been  meant,  he  would  have  said  so, 
instead  of  '  in  Asia.'  Others,  as  Riickert,  have  thought 
of  a  severe  sickness  which  the  apostle  had  had,  a  hypo- 
thesis favoured  by  some  expressions  but  disagreeing 
with  others.  The  treatment  which  Paul  received  in 
Ephesus,  as  far  as  it  is  described  by  the  historian,  seems 
insufficient  to  explain  the  strong  language  used  towards 
the  beginning  of  this  epistle.  It  is  therefore  likely  that 
something  occurred  which  we  do  not  know.  Perhaps 
he  had  suffered  bodily  injuries  in  the  streets  of  Ephesus, 
where  he  had  been  hunted  and  thrown  down,  as  may  be 
inferred  from  iv.  8-10  ;  and  still  felt  the  effects  of  the 
violence  to  which  he  had  been  subjected.  The  language 
implies  that  his  life  had  been  in  danger.  The  letter 
was  composed  towards  the  conclusion  of  the  year  in 
which  the  first  was  written,  a.d.  57,  some  time  before 
Paul's  three  months'  sojourn  in  Achaia.  A  year  did 
not  elapse  between  the  two.  The  phrase  '  a  year  ago  ' 
is  too  indefinite  to  have  that  meaning  (2  Cor.  viii.  10), 
The  bearers  were  Titus  and  two  brethren,  one  of  whom 
was  chosen  by  the  Macedonian  churches  to  convey  the 
contribution  to  Jerusalem.  The  brother,  '  whose  praise 
is  in  the  gospel  throughout  the  churches,'  is  usually 
identified  with  Luke.  Others  supj^ose  Silas  or  Silvanus; 
De  Wette  proposes  Trophimus.  It  is  likely  that  the 
brother  was  unknown  to  the  Corinthians  and  subordinate 
to  Titus,  a  circumstance  which  excludes  Luke. 


58  INTRODUCTION   TO   THE   NEW   TESTAMENT. 

The  same  uncertainty  rests  on  the  other  companion 
of  Titus,  spoken  of  in  the  8th  chapter.  He  was  pro- 
bably Sosthenes,  as  Burton  thinks.^ 


UNITY    AND    INTEGRITY    OF    THE    EPISTLE. 

A  few  critics  have  entertained  doubts  about  the 
integrity  of  the  epistle,  in  consequence  of  various  diffi- 
culties. Three  things  have  occasioned  them,  as  stated 
by  Schleiermacher.^ 

1st.  There  are  opposite  statements  respecting  Titus. 
Paul  requests  for  him  a  good  reception  among  the 
Corinthians  (viii.  23,  24)  ;  but  he  asks  again,  'Did 
Titus  make  a  gain  of  you  ?  Walked  we  not  in  the 
same  spirit  ?  Walked  we  not  in  the  same  steps  ?  '  (xii. 
18).  This  incongruity  is  easily  removed.  Titus  had 
been  already  at  Corinth,  and  xii.  18  refers  to  that  visit. 
In  viii.  23,  24,  the  writer  asks  for  him  a  good  reception 
again,  when  he  should  carry  the  present  epistle  to 
Corinth. 

2nd.  There  are  opposite  statements  respecting  the 
apostle  himself,  as  if  he  were  now  for  the  first  time 
on  the  point  of  coming  out  of  Macedonia  (ix.  4),  and 
again,  as  if  he  had  been  already  at  Corinth  a  second 
time  (xii.  14  ;  xiii.  1,  2),  the  latter  of  which  cannot 
be  reconciled  with  the  narrative  in  the  Acts. 

This  has  been  already  explained. 

3rd.  A  very  different  tone  prevails  at  the  beginning 
and  end  of  the  epistle.  From  being  laudatory  and 
mild,  it  becomes  severe  and  harsh. 

It  is  a  common  opinion  that  the  epistle  is  made  up 
of  se])arate  pieces  written  at  different  times,  and  cannot 
be  looked  upon  as  a  connected  whole.  There  are  phe- 
nomena which  countenance  the  prevailing  critical  view, 
such  as  the  dissimilarity  of  the  ninth  chapter  to  what 

'    Theological  Works,  vol.  iv.  p.  84. 

-  Einleituny  hi's  Seue  Testament,  pp.  154,  155. 
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precedes,  especially  the  peculiar  commencement  with  the 
particle  for,  and  the  different  tone  of  the  last  four 
chapters  beginning  with  the  words,  '  Now  I  Paul  my- 
self.' The  disjointed  character  is  noticeable  enough  ; 
though  the  liypotheses  founded  upon  it  by  Semler  and 
others  may  be  inadmissible.  The  unity  is  not  justified 
by  its  defenders,  nor  by  the  exposition  which  Riickert 
gives. 

The  transition  from  the  ninth  to  the  tenth  chapter 
is  abrupt,  and  the  writer's  tone  changes.  Hitherto  the 
apostle  had  complimented  his  readers,  expressing  his 
satisfaction  with  their  state.  He  had  insinuated  delicate 
flattery  and  gentle  praise,  mingled  with  some  regret 
that  he  had  perhaps  been  too  severe.  Now  he  assumes 
a  different  style  of  address  and  becomes  severe,  asserting 
his  authority,  making  a  scornful  comparison  of  his 
labours  with  those  of  others,  and  launching  immoderate 
recriminations.  The  Corinthians,  who  had  been  de- 
scribed before  as  longing  for  the  presence  of  their  beloved 
teacher,  are  said  to  charge  him  with  faults  and  feeble- 
ness. In  the  one  part  of  the  letter,  they  are  praised  for 
their  Christian  virtues  ;  in  the  other,  they  are  presented 
in  different  colours.  This  discrepancy  between  the  con- 
tents has  exercised  the  ingenuity  of  interpreters  and 
given  rise  to  various  hypotheses  ;  for  the  transition  from 
praise  to  invective  is  striking  and  sudden. 

There  is  nothing  to  forbid  the  idea  that  an  interval 
elapsed  between  the  composition  of  chapters  i.-ix.  and 
x.-xiii.,  during  which  the  apostle  had  received  fresh  in- 
telligence leading  him  to  adopt  a  different  tone.  And 
it  is  possible  that  what  is  now  the  second  part  of  the 
letter  was  written  a  considerable  time  before  the  first,  as 
Weisse  and  Hausrath  suppose.  If  there  be  a  want  of 
coherence  between  other  portions,  as  there  is  between 
the  eighth  and  ninth  chapters,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
whole  was  not  composed  at  one  and  the  same  time, 
probably  chapters  x.-xiii.  were  separated  by  time  from 
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the  rest.  The  only  place  at  which  an  awkward  break 
occurs  is  at  vi.  14,  where  the  connection  is  interrupted, 
being  resumed  at  vii.  2.  The  paragraph  (vi.  14-vii.  1) 
may  be  the  addition  of  a  later  hand  ;  for  it  has  all  the 
appearance  of  an  insertion. 

The  unity  of  the  epistle  need  not  be  unduly  sacri- 
ficed because  of  diversities,  being  explained  by  the 
state  of  the  Corinthian  church  ;  the  majority  of  whose 
members  were  well  disposed  toward  the  apostle's  person, 
while  others  were  not.  It  is  the  latter  who  are 
specially  addressed  in  chapters  x.-xiii.,  and  alluded  to 
in  the  third  person.  One  is  singled  out  (x.  11)  ;  or 
the  party  is  called  some  (x.  12).  These  had  promoted 
discord  in  the  church,  and  tried  to  undermine  Paul's 
authority.  After  being  assured  of  the  attachment  of  the 
majority,  the  apostle  directs  his  polemic  against  this 
minority,  exposing  their  tendencies  and  vindicating  his 
own  work.  There  is  reason  for  thinking  them  Ju- 
daisers.  Believing  that  different  parties  are  addressed 
in  the  discordant  divisions  of  the  epistle,  it  is  only 
necessary  for  us  to  add,  that  the  latter  chapters  (x.-xiii.) 
were  appended  to  the  others  after  a  time.  The  whole 
letter  in  fact  is  made  up  of  pieces  written  at  intervals. 
The  seventh  chapter  looks  as  though  the  epistle  might 
have  ended  there  ;  the  eighth  is  a  sort  of  appendix  to 
it ;  and  the  ninth,  resuming  the  subject  of  the  eighth, 
begins  with  the  remarkable  word /or.  There  are  breaks 
enough  to  show  that  the  writer  was  interrupted  more 
than  once,  and  added  to  what  he  had  already  written, 
out  of  varying  knowledge  and  moods.  Nor  should  his 
excited  mind  and  suffering  body  be  forgotten.  The 
nervous  subject  of  visions,  whose  fiery  soul  was  stirred 
to  its  inmost  depths  by  an  accumulation  of  harassing 
circumstances,  could  not  be  a  calm  logician  studying 
the  proper  connection  between  the  parts  of  his  letter. 
The  relations  between  Paul  and  the  Corinthian  com- 
munity had  been  disturbed  by  recent  events,   while  he 
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himself  was  suffering  from  bodily  ailments  ;  so  that  he 
writes  without  general  plan  or  method,  giving  expres- 
sion to  his  ideas  as  they  arise  in  fitful  succession  or  with 
sudden  impulse,  irregular,  yet  characteristic  withal. 


DICTION   AND    STYLE. 

The  language  of  the  epistle  is  severely  criticised  by 
Eichhorn  and  Emmerling.  It  cannot  be  denied,  that 
the  mode  of  writing  is  rugged  and  awkward,  harsher, 
obscurer,  and  looser  than  in  Paul's  other  writings. 
Parentheses  and  digressions  intersect  the  narrative,  and 
disturb  its  sequence.  Sentences  are  broken  off,  without 
any  apparent  reason  for  the  interruption  ;  and  the  tone 
is  sometimes  inflated.  The  epistle  has  not  the  ease  or 
smoothness  of  the  first.  Examples  may  be  seen  in  v. 
1-4,  where  there  is  a  mixture  of  figures  and  some  con- 
fusion of  idea.  Other  passages,  as  i.  3-7  ;  x.  12-16, 
show  a  consciousness  of  obscurity  in  the  mind  of  the 
writer,  causing  synonymous  expressions,  and  prolixity 
without  clearness.  The  sense  of  viii.  11  is  obscure  ;  so 
much  so,  that  an  inversion  of  the  clauses  has  been  as- 
sumed. Chap.  vii.  ver.  8  is  awkwardly  expressed,  and 
the  true  meaning  dark.  In  i.  11,  the  construction  is 
doubtful  and  imperfect ;  xi.  6  is  difficult,  because  the 
words  are  not  the  same  as  in  Phil.  iv.  12.  The  case 
has  been  overstated  by  Eichhorn  and  Emmerling.  But 
a  careful  reader  sees  enough  to  convince  him  that  the 
style  and  diction  are  inferior  to  Paul's  usual  mode. 
Roughness,  obscurity,  looseness,  careless  constructions, 
are  frequent.  The  haste  with  which  the  letter  was 
written,  and  the  intense  emotions  agitating  the  apostle's 
bosom,  as  he  travelled  from  place  to  place  in  Macedonia, 
help  to  explain  the  phenomena.  The  ideas  are  worthy 
of  the  great  apostle  ;  though  they  are  clothed  in  a 
negligent  garb.  He  never  writes  good  Hellenistic 
Greek  ;  but  he  was  capable  of  expressing  his  concep- 
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tions  in  smooth  and  appropriate  language.    If  he  did  not 
on  this  occasion,  it  arose  from  peculiar  circumstances. 

Riickert  takes  a  very  favourable  view  of  the  whole 
epistle,  in  structure,  language,  and  adaptation  to  its 
object,  pronouncing  it  a  true  masterpiece  of  rhe- 
torical art ;  a  j  udgment  which  errs  as  much  on  one 
side  as  Eichhorn's  does  on  the  other.  In  like  manner, 
Meyer  speaks  of  '  the  oratorical  art '  conspicuous  in 
the  epistle,  an  expression  liable  to  convey  an  erroneous 
idea,  unless  it  be  strictly  defined  ;  for,  m  one  sense, 
there  is  an  absence  of  art.  The  rhetoric  is  powerful 
and  sharp,  but  has  no  studied  arrangement.  Without 
art,  it  produces  all  the  impression,  and  more,  of  the 
best  rlietoric  fashioned  after  the  most  approved  models. 
The  letter  is  a  spontaneous  effusion,  dictated  in  haste, 
unrevised  ;  often  irregular  ;  uneven,  inelegant  ;  some- 
times inflated,  yet  having  remarkable  delicacy  and 
propriety  ;  weighty,  striking,  severe. 

The  two  epistles  to  the  Corinthians  show  the 
writer's  peculiar  personality.  A  fiery  strength  of  soul 
tempered  by  tenderness,  a  sense  of  personal  freedom 
and  independence  united  to  leniency  for  the  weak,  a 
religious  spirit  of  manifold  flexibility,  deep,  glowing, 
intense,  bent  upon  one  great  object  amid  perils  and 
painful  necessitudes,  sacrificing  all  for  the  furtherance 
of  that  object ;  such  characteristics  are  unique  in  the 
history  of  humanity.  The  epistles  reveal  the  way  in 
which  he  apphed  Christianity  to  the  circumstances  of 
ecclesiastical  and  social  life,  along  with  rules  or  sugges- 
tions bearing  many  relations. 

AUTHENTICITY. 

The  authenticity  of  the  letter  has  not  been  questioned 
except  by  Bruno  Bauer.  It  is  confirmed  by  the  con- 
tents of  the  first  epistle,  and  abundantly  attested  by 
early  witnesses. 
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Irenyeiis  writes  :  '  Paul  has  plainly  said  in  tlie  second 
to  the  Corinthians,  "  In  whom  the  God  of  this  world 
has  blinded  the  mmds  of  the  unbelievers."  '  ^ 

Clement  of  Alexandria  has  the  following :  '  The 
apostle  calls  the  common  doctrine  of  the  faith  a  savour 
of  knowledge  in  the  second  to  the  Corinthians,  for  until 
this  day  the  same  veil  remains,'  &c.^  Again  :  '  Hence 
also  Paul — Ye  have  these  promises,  says  he,  dearly 
beloved  ;  let  us  cleanse  our  hearts  from  all  filthiness  of 
the  flesh  and  spirit,  perfecting  holiness  in  the  fear  of 
God.'  3 

TertuUian  writes  :  '  For  indeed  they  suppose  that 
the  apostle  Paul  in  the  second  of  the  Corinthians  for- 
gave the  same  fornicator  who  he  had  declared  in  the 
first  ought  to  be  delivered  to  Satan  for  the  destruction 
of  the  flesh.'* 

Cyprian  has  the  following  :  '  Likewise  the  blessed 
apostle  Paul,  full  of  the  inspiration  of  the  Lord,  "  Now 
he  that  ministereth,"  says  he,  "  seed  to  the  sower,  will 
both  minister  bread,"  '  &c.^ 
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The  epistle  maybe  divided  into  three  parts  :  1.  i.-vii.; 
2.  viii.  ix.  ;  3.  x.-xiii. 

'  '  Quod  autem  dicuut,  aperte  Paulum  in  secunda  ad  Corinthios  dixisse  : 
"In  quibus  deus  seculi  hujus  excaecavit  mentes  infidelium." ' — Adv.  Hcei-es. 
iii.  7,  §  1. 

*  TaCra  ^itv  TTfpt  r^s  yviaaeaa  6  anocrTokos  rfjv  8e  KOivfjV  Siiaa-KaXlav 
Trjs  TTiareros  oafjifjv  yvMcrems  eipriKtv  iv  rfj  btvTepa  TTpos  ViopivBlovs,  A;^pt  yap 
T7JS  (TT)fiepoi>  T]p.epas,  to  avro  KoKvfjLfia,  k.t.X, — Stromata,  iv.  c.  16,  p.  608,  ed. 
Potter. 

^  "Odev  Kai  6  UavXos  ....  Tavras  ovv  e'xfTe  ras  iwayytklas, 
(fyrjcriv,  ayaKTjTo'i-  Kadapiacofitv  eavrwi/  ras  Kopdias  diro  navros  p-oXvcrfiov 
(rapKos  Koi  TTVfvpaTos,  fTriTfXovvTts  dyiaaiii'rjv  iv  (p6^(^  Qfov. — Strom,  iii. 
c.  11,  p.  544,  ed.  Potter. 

*  '  Revera  enim  suspicantur,  Paulum  in  secunda  ad  Corinthios  eidem 
fornicatori  veniam  dedisse,  quem  in  prima  dedendum  Satanse  in  interitum 
carnis  pronuntiarit,'  etc. — De  Piidicitia,  c.  13. 

*  '  Item  beatus  apostolus  Paulus,  dominicae  inspirationis  gratia  plenus, 
"  Qui  administrat,"  inquit,'  etc, — De  opere  et  eleemos.  ix.  p.  608,  ed.  Mig-ne. 


04  INTRODUCTION   TO   THE   NEW   TESTAMENT. 

The  first  contains  the  apostle's  utterances  respecting 
his  personal  fortunes,  purposes,  feelings,  and  desires 
during  the  interval  between  the  former  epistle  and  the 
present  ;  allusions  to  the  long-expected  and  favourable 
accounts  he  had  received  of  the  believers  by  Titus, 
and  assertion  of  the  dignity  of  his  apostolic  office,  with 
the  disinterested  manner  in  which  he  had  fulfilled  it 
among  the  Corinthians. 

The  following  paragraphs  are  contained  in  it:  i.  3-14; 
15-24;  ii.  1-11;  12-17;  iii.;  iv.-vi.  10  ;  vi.  11-vii.  16. 

After  the  usual  introduction,  he  thanks  God  for  the 
consolation  he  had  received  in  all  his  sufferings,  and  for 
the  ability  to  comfort  others  in  like  circumstances  ; 
which  leads  him  to  refer  to  the  imminent  danger  from 
which  he  had  been  recently  delivered,  owing  in  part  to 
their  prayers.  Such  intercession  he  expected  from 
them  because  of  his  good  conscience  (i.  1-14).  He 
then  defends  himself  against  the  charge  of  fickleness 
because  he  had  altered  his  purpose  of  visiting  them  in 
person,  assuring  them  that  it  was  not  from  fear  or  ver- 
satility of  mind,  but  out  of  tenderness  towards  them 
(15-24).  The  mention  of  his  desire  not  to  give  them 
pain  brings  up  the  subject  of  his  former  letter,  with 
the  case  of  the  incestuous  person.  It  was  for  this  reason 
he  wrote  that  epistle,  with  a  troubled  heart.  Now  he 
is  satisfied  with  the  discipline  which  the  church  had 
administered  to  the  offender  by  his  recommendation, 
and  wishes  the  penitent  to  be  restored  (ii.  1-11),  He 
proceeds  to  express  his  affection  for  them,  and  the 
anxiety  he  felt  when  he  did  not  meet  Titus  at  Troas, 
and  travelled  to  Macedonia,  hoping  to  find  him  there. 
But  the  intelligence  he  received  at  last  was  so  welcome, 
that  he  breaks  forth  into  an  expression  of  praise  to  God 
who  caused  him  always  to  triumph.  In  this  manner  he 
passes  to  himself  (12-17).  To  obviate  the  suspicion  of 
vain  glory  he  appeals  to  what  he  had  done  at  Corinth, 
but   is    careful  to  ascribe  to  God  all   the  ability  that 
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made  him  an  efficient  minister  of  the  new  covenant. 
This  leads  him  to  contrast  the  old  with  the  new  dispen- 
sation, and  to  touch  upon  the  blindness  of  the  Jewish 
nation  as  thouo-h  a  veil  were  on  their  minds  durino;  the 
reading  of  the  Old  Testament  (iii.). 

Returning   to  the   frankness    and   freedom  of    his 
preaching,   he  states  that  he  taught  the  whole  truth 
without  falsification,  though  it  might  not  be  received  by- 
all.     He  did  not  proclaim  it  with  a  view  of  exalting 
self,    or   with    a   mixture  of  selfish  motives,  but    an- 
nounced nothing  except  the  pure  light  of  the  gospel, 
which  God  had  made  to  shine  in  his  heart.     Conscious 
that  he  had  been  called  to  the  apostolic  work,  he  did  not 
lose  coura2:e  or  confidence  even  amid  sufferino;s  :  but 
knowing  the  livmg  power  of  Christ   in   him,  he  was 
supported  amid  exposures  to  death,  as  he  looked  forward 
to  the  future  glory  that  swallows  up  the  remembrance 
of  these  light  afflictions.     To  that  eternal  state  he  had 
regard,  else  he  could  not  have  acted  and  sufi^ered  as  he 
did.     But  he  knew  that  after  laying  aside  the  earthly 
body  he  should  put  on  a  new  one  received  from  heaven. 
With  such  hope,  and  remembering  that  all  must  stand 
before  the  judgment  seat  of  Chri,st,  he  could  appeal  to 
the  Corinthians  in  attestation  of  his  fidelity.     Animated 
b}?-  the  love  of  Christ  who  died  for  all,  the  apostle  did 
not  live  to  himself  but  to  the  Saviour  ;  not  attaching 
importance  to  the  earthly  conditions  of  men,  nor  enter- 
taining carnal    ideas   of    the    Messiah  any  more.     In 
Christ    everything  becomes   new,    by   reconciliation  to 
God  ;  and  the  commission  to   offer  that  reconciliation 
•  had  been  entrusted  to   the  writer.     As  an  ambassador 
for    Christ,   therefore,  he    beseeches   his  readers   to  be 
reconciled  to  God  and  become  subjects  of  righteousness. 
Exhorting  them  not  to  restrain  the  grace  of  God  as  if 
they  had  received  it  in  vain,  he  returns  to  himself  in  the 
duties  of  his  office,  stating  that  he  had  been  very  careful 
to  give  no  oifence,  at  all  times,  in  all  circumstances  and 
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places  ;  in  prosperity  and  adversity  ;  in  thought,  word, 
and  deed  ;  in  good  and  bad  report ;  by  life  or  death 
(iv.-vi.  10). 

To  this  pathetic  address  he  subjoms  various  admo- 
nitions, warning  the  readers  against  association  with  the 
idolatrous  heathen,  lest  they  should  be  seduced  into  sin. 
As  he  begins  to  speak  of  the  intelligence  brought  by 
Titus,  and  the  effects  of  his  first  letter,  he  says  :  '  Un- 
derstand me  aright ;  ascribe  no  evil  design  to  me  in 
writing  the  former  letter.  I  have  given  you  no  cause 
to  think  so  by  my  apostolic  conduct  in  relation  to  you.' 
He  had  been  uneasy  till  he  heard  of  their  repentance 
from  Titus  :  then  he  was  filled  with  joy.  He  was  glad 
that  his  letter  had  affected  them  so  much  ;  not  that 
he  took  any  pleasure  in  reproving,  but  rejoiced  in  the 
repentance  of  the  guilty.  The  result  had  been  the 
very  thing  he  had  in  view.  He  could  therefore  repeat 
his  former  glorying  in  the  converts  at  Corinth,  rejoicing 
that  Titus  himself  had  returned  well  pleased  (vi.  11- 
vii.  16). 

2.  In  the  second  part,  the  writer  encourages  the 
Corinthians  to  complete  the  contribution  they  had  be- 
gun to  make  for  the  poor  Christians  in  Judea ;  for  which 
purpose  he  had  sent  Titus  and  two  others  to  promote 
the  work. 

The  apostle  boasts  of  the  liberal  spmt  displayed  by 
the  Macedonian  churches,  who  had  made  a  considerable 
contribution  for  the  use  of  the  poor  believers  in  Judea, 
though  in  narrow  circumstances  themselves.  He  had 
desired  Titus  to  call  upon  them  to  complete  the  work  ; 
and  hoped  they  would  abound  in  liberality  ;  not  that  he  ^ 
commanded  it,  but  showed  that  such  conduct  was  con- 
formable to  the  example  of  Christ,  who  denied  himself 
for  the  good  of  mankind.  And  as  they  had  begun  to  be 
generous  a  year  ago,  he  hoped  they  would  justify  his 
good  opinion  of  them.  He  did  not  mean  that  they 
should  do  all,  and  other  churches  nothing  ;  but  that 
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tliey  should  give  according  to  their  ability.  He  had 
sent  Titus  to  finish  the  matter,  because  the  latter  had 
a  tender  concern  for  them  ;  and  with  him  two  brethren 
of  tried  principle,  hoping  that  the  Corinthians  would 
justify  his  assertions  in  other  churches  respecting  their 
liberality.  In  exhorting  them  to  be  generous,  he  re- 
minds them  that  as  they  sowed  in  the  present  life,  they 
might  expect  to  reap  hereafter  ;  and  that  their  liberality 
would  promote  the  honour  of  God  as  well  as  the  ad- 
vancement of  Christianity  (viii.  ix.). 

3.  He  now  assumes  a  severe  tone  towards  the  refrac- 
tory enemies  among  them,  asserts  his  apostolic  power, 
exposes  the  false  apostles  who  attempted  to  subvert  his 
authority,  and  speaks  reluctantly  of  his  own  merits,  not 
from  vain  glory  but  concern  for  their  good. 

He  beseeches  the  Corinthians  not  to  compel  him  to  use 
severity  at  his  coming  among  them.  Against  his  oppo- 
nents he  affirms,  that  Christ  had  armed  him  with  autho- 
rity, and  that  he  should  exercise  it  towards  those  who 
pretended  that  his  letters  only  had  weight,  his  bodily 
presence  being  mean  and  his  speech  contemptible,  so 
that  he  durst  not  act  or  speak  so  boldly  among  them  as 
his  writing  would  indicate.  He  does  not  boast,  as  some 
of  his  enemies  had  done,  of  the  fruits  of  other  men's 
labours  ;  nor  does  he  assume  the  credit  of  anything 
which  he  had  not  really  done  ;  but  hopes  that  through 
their  instrumentality  the  kingdom  of  Christ  would  ex- 
tend to  surrounding  regions.  Far  from  praising  him- 
self on  account  of  what  had  been  done,  he  glories  in  the 
Lord  alone  (x.  1-18). 

He  now  asks  their  indulgence  for  venturing  to  boast 
of  himself,  which  he  does  out  of  solicitude  for  them, 
lest  they  should  become  estranged  from  him  by  tlie 
representations  of  other  teachers.  He  believes  that 
he  is  not  inferior  to  the  extra-super  apostles,  an  expres- 
sion which  refers  to  the  primitive  apostles,  not  to  Paul's 
Judaic    opponents    in    Corinth.      Though  unskilfid   in 
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oratory,  he  is  not  deficient  in  knowledge.  They  had 
had  abundant  opportunities  of  proving  his  character. 
He  refers  them  to  his  laborious  services  in  preaching  the 
gospel  gratuitously  ;  avowing  his  determination  not  to 
abandon  that  course,  that  his  opponents  might  be  de- 
prived of  a  pretext  for  assigning  unworthy  motives.  As 
for  those  adversaries,  he  charges  them  with  deceitfulness, 
hypocrisy,  and  falsehood  ;  and  while  indulging  again  in 
boasting,  he  ajDologises  for  it.  In  claiming  for  himself 
qualifications  and  prerogatives  equal  to  those  of  his 
enemies,  he  enumerates  the  perils  he  had  suffered  for 
the  gospel's  sake  (xi). 

In  the  same  boastful  strain,  visions  and  revelations 
are  referred  to,  one  in  particular  by  way  of  example. 
But  that  gi'ound  is  soon  left  and  his  infirmities  dwelt 
npon.  In  excusing  his  boastful  tone,  he  speaks  of  the 
signs  he  had  wrought  among  them  when  he  planted  the 
truth  in  their  midst  ;  and  of  his  perfect  disinterested- 
ness. Not  only  did  he  act  so  himself,  but  his  messengers 
followed  the  example,  taking  no  temporal  support  from 
the  Corinthians.  All  this  he  adduces,  not  so  much  from 
a  wish  to  defend  himself  as  for  their  edification.  Afraid 
that  their  factions  were  not  done  away,  he  anticipates 
grief  on  account  of  vices  retained  by  some  (xii.). 

After  telling  them  that  he  was  about  to  visit  them  the 
third  time,  he  announces  the  severe  procedure  he  would 
follow  at  his  coming.  Since  they  wanted  a  proof  of 
the  power  of  Christ  in  him,  they  should  find  him  able 
to  give  it.  But  he  exhorts  them  to  self-examination, 
hoping  to  be  spared  the  necessity  of  severity.  The  letter 
concludes  with  a  recommendation  of  unity,  peace,  and 
love  ;  and  a  comprehensive  prayer  is  offered,  that  the 
grace  of  Christ,  the  love  of  God,  and  the  communion  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  might  be  with  them  all  (xiii.). 
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INTRODUCTION   OF   CHRISTIANITY   AMONG   THE 
GALATIANS. 

Galatia  or  Gallogrsecia  was  a  province  of  Asia 
Minor,  differing  in  extent  at  different  times.  It  was 
peopled  by  Gauls  or  Celts,  about  280  B.C.,  who,  refusing 
to  take  part  in  the  expedition  of  the  main  body  against 
Greece,  and  joined  by  a  portion  of  the  repulsed  army, 
pushed  forward  from  Thrace,  where  they  had  settled  for 
a  time,  to  the  Hellespont,  crossed  over  to  the  opposite 
shore,  and  overran  Asia  Minor  under  their  leaders 
Leonorius  and  Lutarius.  They  were  uivited  by  Nico- 
medes,  king  of  Bithynia,  to  assist  him  against  his  brother, 
and  were  rewarded  with  a  portion  of  his  country.  But 
they  were  not  easily  restrauied  from  incursions  on  their 
neighbours,  and  their  marauding  expeditions  became 
formidable.  Princes  followed  the  pernicious  example 
of  Nicomedes  ;  and  few  wars  were  undertaken  without 
their  co-operation.  Their  name  became  so  terrible  that 
the  kmgs  of  Syria  paid  them  tribute.  At  length  they 
received  an  effectual  check  from  Attains  king  of  Per- 
gamus,  who  drove  them  back,  confining  them  to  the 
fertile  plains  between  the  Halys  and  the  Sangarius. 
Here  in  ancient  Phrygia  they  became  incorporated  with 
the  original  inhabitants  and  Greek  settlers  ;  and  were 
called    Gallogra^ci  or  Grecian  Gauls,  by  the  Romans. 
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They  ai)pear  to  have  retained  their  own  hm^-uage,  cus- 
toms, and  institutions  for  a  long  time  ;  since  Jerome, 
in  the  fourth  century,  says  their  tongue  was  nearly  the 
same  as  that  of  the  Treviri.  Along  with  their  verna- 
cular language  they  spoke  Greek  ;  the  latter  being  used 
in  public  inscriptions  and  monuments.  In  the  year 
189  B.C.  they  "were  subjugated  by  the  consul  C.  Manlius 
A'^ulso,  and  brought  under  the  Roman  yoke,  but  were 
still  allowed  to  have  their  own  priiices,  the  last  of  whom, 
Amyntas,  was  murdered  26  B.C.  ;  when  Augustus  con- 
verted Galatia  into  a  Roman  province,  governed  by  a 
propra3tor.^ 

Galatia  in  the  New  Testament  may  be  either  Galatia 
proper,  that  comparatively  small  tract  of  land  in  the 
interior  of  Asia  Minor,  within  which  Attains  confined 
tlie  restless  population  ;  or  the  larger  kingdom  of 
Amyntas,  Avhich  was  converted  into  a  Roman  j^rovince, 
including  portions  of  Lycaonia  and  Pamphylia  with 
Phrygia.  Many  critics  have  supported  the  opinion  that 
the  Galatians  of  the  Roman  province  are  intended  by 
Luke,  in  which  case  Derbe  and  Lystra  in  Lycaonia, 
with  Antioch  in  Pisidia,  were  Galatian  cities.  Iconium 
was  not,^  because  the  south-eastern  part  of  Lycaonia 
did  not  belong  to  the  Roman  province,  as  Bottger^ 
supposes.  It  is  therefore  argued,  that  the  Galatian 
churches  consisted  of  Lycaonian  and  Pisidian  Chris- 
tians, the  former  chiefly  in  Derbe  and  Lystra,  the  latter 
in  Antioch.^  But  the  New  Testament  does  not  seem 
to  adopt  the  official  appellation  of  Galatia,  because 
Lycaonia  is  mentioned  separately  in  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles,  implying  the  use  of  Galatia  proper  (Acts  xvi. 
1-6  ;  xviii.  23).  Derbe  and  Lystra  are  expressly  called 
cities  of  Lycaonia  (xiv.  6).     The  popular  acceptation  of 

'  Mynster's  Kleine  theologische.  Schrifien,  p.  51,  et  seq. 

•  See  Riickcrt's  Mayazin  fiir  Exegese  unci  Theuloyie  cles  N.  T.,  erste 
LieiVnmp,  pp.  07-112. 

^  Beitrii(/e  zur  historisch'hniischen  Einleittmg  in  die  Paulinischen  Brief e, 
dritlt;  Abtheiluii;r,  §  1. 
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Galatia  is  favoured  by  the  parallel  examples  of  Phrygia, 
Mysia,  Pisidia  in  the  Acts,  which  occur  in  their  geo- 
graphical not  their  political  sense.  Hence  Galatia 
proper  must  be  meant,  not  new  Galatia  or  the  more  ex- 
tended Koman  province  ;  and  its  churches  were  chiefly 
in  the  leading  towns,  Ancyra,  Tavium,  Pessinus,  and 
Gordium.  Lystra,  Derbe,  Antioch  in  Pisidia  are  excluded. 
It  has  been  disputed  whether  the  Galatians  were  of 
pure  Celtic  or  of  Germanic  origin.  But  if  they  spoke 
nearly  the  same  language  as  the  Treviri,  they  belonged 
to  the  latter  stock.  And  the  names  of  their  leaders  are 
German,  Leonorius,  Lutarius,  Deiotarus,  &c.  It  is  true 
that  the  name  Galatians  is  identical  with  Celts, ^  but  this 
is  not  conclusive,  on  behalf  of  the  people's  Celtic  origin, 
because  the  appellation  originated  at  a  time  when  the 
races  north  of  the  Alps  were  not  accurately  distin- 
guished.^ 

The  Gallic  religion  was  sensuous  and  superstitious, 
consisting  in  rites  and  cruel  ceremonies.  The  Phrygian 
worship  of  Cybele  appealed  to  the  senses  and  excited 
the  passions  of  men.  It  is  probable  that  the  Galatians 
united  the  worship  of  Cybele  with  that  of  the  Gallic 
deities.  The  commerce  carried  on  in  their  chief  towns 
drew  a  number  of  Jews  thither,  who,  according  to 
Josephus,  enjoyed  considerable  privileges.  These  Jews 
were  doubtless  zealous  in  propagating  their  religion,  and 
had  made  proselytes. 

The  first  time  the  apostle  Paul  visited  Galatia  was 
on  his  second  missionary  journey,  as  related  in  the  Acts 
of  the  Apostles.  '  Now  when  they  had  gone  through- 
out Phrygia  and  the  region  of  Galatia,  and  were  for- 
bidden by  the  Holy  Ghost  to  preach  the  word  in  Asia,' 
&c.  The  conversion  of  the  Galatians  took  place  on  this 
occasion,  since  the  Asia  which  the  Apostle  was  forbidden 

^  FaXarai,  Ke'Xrai, 

"^  See  Wieseler's  Die  deutsche  Nationalitcit  der  Klemasiatischen  G(dater, 
1877. 
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to  preach  in  was  not  Asia  Minor  but  proconsular  Asia 
(Acts  xvi.  6).  When  Paul  set  forth  on  his  third  mis- 
s'oiiary  journey  from  Antioch,  he  came  a  second  time 
to  Galatia,  as  we  infer  from  Acts  xviii.  23,  '  And  after 
]  e  had  spent  some  time  there  (at  Antioch)  he  departed, 
and  went  over  all  the  country  of  Galatia  and  Phrygia 
in  order,  strengthening  all  the  disciples.'  The  word 
SLremitliening  or  confirming^  implies  that  the  inhabitants 
had  been  already  converted.  Thus  two  visits  are  dis- 
tinctly marked. 

It  is  improbable  that  a  journey  prior  to  these  two  is 
intimated  in  Acts  xiv.  6,  though  Koppe  and  others 
think  so.  '  The  region  that  lieth  round  about '  does 
not  mean  Galatia,  but  the  region  about  Derbe  and 
Lystra,  cities  which  are  assigned  to  Lycaonia.  We 
know  indeed  that  Galatia,  as  a  Roman  province,  in- 
cluded parts  of  Lycaonia  and  Pisidia  ;  but  there  are 
good  reasons  for  believing  that  the  word  Galatia  was 
used  by  the  sacred  writers  in  its  popular  sense,  not  in 
the  wider  and  official  one.  Nor  does  the  language  of 
Gal.  ii.  13  imply  that  the  Galatians  were  personally 
acquainted  with  Jjarnabas,  or  lead  to  the  conclusion 
that  they  had  received  a  visit  from  Paul  and  Barnabas 
together  at  the  time  refeiTed  to  in  Acts  xiv.  6.  Koppe 
refers  to  the  fact  that  the  object  of  Paul's  second  mis- 
sionary journey,  as  noticed  in  Acts  xv.  36  ;  xvi.  4,  5, 
was  to  confirm,  the  churches ;  but  it  is  sufficient  to  reply 
that  those  whose  faith  was  strengthened  on  that  journey 
did  not  include  the  Galatians,  the  subject  being  changed 
at  xvi.  6,  where  the  Galatians  are  introduced. 


TIME    AND    PLACE    AT    WHICH    THE    EPISTLE    WAS 
WRITTEN. 

The  letter  has  been  put  at  two  extremes  of  date. 
According  to  some,  it  was  the  first  of  Paul's  ;  according 
to  others,  the  last.    It  stood  first  in  Marcion's  canon,  as 
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we  learn  from  Tertullian/  but  it  is.  uncertain  wlietLer 
his  list  was  arranged  on  the  chronological  principle. 
TertuUian's  opinion  seems  to  have  been  that  it  was  not. 
In  modern  times,  the  view  that  it  is  the  earliest  I'auline 
writing  has  been  held  by  respectable  critics,  including 
Michaelis  and  Koppe  ;  though  no  good  argument  can 
be  adduced  in  its  favour.  The  other  extreme  is  that  of 
Koehler  and  Schrader,  the  former  of  whom  brings  it 
down  to  A.D.  69,  two  years  after  Nero's  death  ;  while 
the  latter  dates  it  a.d.  64,  in  the  [one]  Roman  im- 
prisonment.    Intermediate  dates  are  numerous. 

It  was  written  after  St.  Paul's  second  visit  to  the 
Galatians,  because  there  are  intimations  of  his  having 
been  twice  with  them  :  '  Of  the  which  I  tell  you  before, 
as  I  have  also  told  you  in  time  past,  that  they  which 
do  such  things  shall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God  ' 
(v.  21).  The  context  shows  that  the  second  visit,  not 
the  first,  is  implied.  'Am  I,  therefore,  become  your 
enemy,  because  I  tell  you  the  truth  ?'  (iv.  16);  or 
rather,  '  Am  I,  therefore,  hated  by  you,  because  I  told 
you  the  truth  ?  '  on  his  second  visit  in  all  probability. 
'  Ye  know  how,  through  infirmity  of  the  flesh,  I 
preached  the  gospel  unto  you  at  the  first '  (iv.  13).  This 
language  agrees  best  with  a  second  visit,  for  the  ex- 
pression translated  at  the  first^^  denotes  properly,  '  on 
the  former  of  two  occasions.'  The  expression,  indeed, 
may  mean  nothing  more  than  a  time  antecedent  to  that 
in  which  Paul  wrote,  as  Fritzsche  and  Usteri  under- 
stand it ;  but  the  former  sense  is  the  more  probable. 
The  apostle  need  not,  and  perhaps  would  not,  have  used 
the  word  at  all,  had  he  visited  the  Galatians  but  once 
before  writing.  These  notices  are  not  striking  or  deci- 
sive proofs  that  the  writer  had  made  a  second  visit  to 
his  readers  ;  but  they  contain  probable  evidence  of  it. 

The  churches  of  Galatia  were  founded  a.d.  52,  and 

^  Adv.  Marcion.  v.  2,  vol.  i.  p.  316,  ed.  Semler. 
"  TO  npoTfpov. 
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were  revisited  by  the  apostle  in  55.  Hence  the  epistle 
was  written  in  or  after  the  year  a.d.  55.  How  long 
after  ?  Immediately,  according  to  those  critics  who 
rely  on  the  expression  '  so  soon,'  in  i.  6.  'I  marvel 
tliat  ye  are  so  soon  changing  from  him  that  called  you,' 
&c.;  that  is,  shortly  after  his  second  visit.  This  inter- 
pretation, however,  is  precarious,  because  the  context 
seems  to  limit  the  expression  to  the  time  of  their  con- 
version, not  to  that  of  his  last  leaving  them.  The 
change  was  speedy  and  unexpected.  After  embracing 
the  gospel  they  soon  fell  away,  and  adopted  opinions  at 
variance  with  it.  The  phrase  contributes  little  to  a 
settlement  of  the  date. 

After  travelling  through  Galatia  and  Phrygia,  where 
he  confirmed  the  believers,  the  apostle  repaired  to 
Ephesus,  where  he  abode  nearly  three  years,  and  wrote 
the  epistle  after  hearing  of  the  Galatian  apostasy.  So 
many  think.  At  what  period  of  the  Ephesian  sojourn, 
at  its  commencement,  middle,  or  close,  must  be  matter 
of  conjecture.  In  other  words,  the  epistle  may  have 
been  written  a.d.  57,  if  it  be  dated  at  Ephesus.  In 
confirmation  of  this  place  a  passage  in  the  first  epistle 
to  the  Corinthians  has  been  adduced.  '  Now  concerning 
the  collection  for  the  samts,  as  I  have  given  order  to 
the  churches  of  Galatia,  even  so  do  ye  '  (xvi.  1).  As 
this  injunction  respecting  a  collection  is  not  in  the 
Galatian  epistle,  Cappellus  conjectured  that  the  latter 
was  written  immediately  before  that  to  the  Corinthians  ; 
that  Paul  gave  the  bearer  a  verbal  message  about  the 
money  ;  and  that  the  injunction  being  fresh  in  his  mind 
when  he  began  the  epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  gave  rise 
to  the  allusion.  As,  therefore,  the  writing  of  the  Gala- 
tian letter  was  almost  simultaneous  with  that  of  the 
first  to  the  Corinthians,  the  place  was  the  same — viz. 
I'phesus.  The  argument  is  perhaps  more  ingenious 
than  valid,  because  the  apostle  may  have  given  directions 
about  the  collection  when  he  last  visited  the  Galatians. 
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Some  will  think  it  more  pertinent  to  compare  various 
passages  in  the  two  epistles,  showing  the  same  ideas  to 
have  been  in  the  writer's  mind  when  composing  them. 
In  both  he  alludes  to  his  infirmity  in  the  flesh  (Gal.  iv. 
13  ;  1  Cor.  ii.  3).  The  same  proverb  is  quoted  in  Gal. 
V.  9  ;  1  Cor.  v.  6.  Gal.  v.  6  ;  vi.  15  may  also  be  com- 
pared with  1  Cor.  vii.  19.  But  if  similarities  in  idea 
and  diction  contribute  to  settle  the  date  of  an  epistle, 
they  are  more  numerous  in  relation  to  the  second  epistle 
to  the  Corinthians.  Compare  Gal.  iii.  13  with  2  Cor.  v. 
21  ;  vi.  7  with  2  Cor.  ix.  6  ;  i.  6  with  2  Cor.  xi.  4  ;  vi. 
15  with  2  Cor.  v.  17  ;  iv.  17  with  2  Cor.  xi.  2  ;  i.  10 
with  2  Cor.  v.  11  ;  i.  9,  v.  21  with  2  Cor.  xiii.  2  ;  iii.  3 
with  2  Cor.  viii.  6.  And  several  words  are  peculiar  to 
the  two  Pauline  epistles.^  Professor  Jowett  has  also 
pointed  out  the  similarity  of  tone  and  feeling  in  them  f 
to  which  may  be  added  the  cognate  manner  of  dealing 
with  antagonists.  The  affinities  in  question  bring  the 
epistle  nearer  the  second  to  the  Corinthians  than  the 
first.  In  pursuance  of  the  same  method,  a  comparison 
of  the  Galatian  with  the  Roman  epistle  furnishes  a  closer 
parallel.  Both  set  forth  the  relation  of  the  law  to  the 
gospel,  showing  the  inefficacy  of  the  former  to  confer 
righteousness.  Justification  by  faith  without  the  deeds 
of  the  law  is  their  common  theme,  in  opposition  to  a 
Judaising  tendency.  The  following  table  of  parallels 
shows  the  strikmg  coincidences  of  thought  and  diction 
between  the  two. 

GAIATTANS.  KOMANS. 

ii.  16.— For  by  the  works  of  the  iii.  20. — By  the  deeds  of  the  law 

law  shall  no  flesh  be  justified.  there  shall  no  flesh  be  justified   in 

his  sight. 

ii.  19. — For  I  through  the  law  vii.  4. — Wherefore,  my  brethren, 

am  dead  to  the  law,  that  I  might  ye  are  also  become  dead  to  the  law 
live  unto  God.  by  the  body  of  Christ. 

'  aTTopdadai,    Kavcuv,     Kvpovv,    rovvavriov,    (f)o^(lcrdai,    firjnois,    Karecroitiv 
metaphorically. 

^   The  Epistles  of  St.  Paul  to  the  Thessalonians,  Galntians,  Romans,  Sfc, 
vol.  i.  p.  24o,  2nd  ed. 
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QA1ATIAN8. 

iii.  6. — Even  as  Abraliam  lx,>- 
lieved  God,  and  it  was  accounted  to 
him  fur  righteouaness. 

iii.  7. — Tliey  which  are  of  faith, 
the  same  are  the  children  of  Abra- 
ham. 

iii.  8. — And  the  Scripture,  fore- 
seeinf^  that  God  would  justify  the 
heathen  through  faith,  preached 
before  the  gospel  unto  Abraham, 
Baying,  In  thee  shall  all  nations  be 
blessed. 

iii.  9. — So  then,  they  which  be 
of  faith  are  blessed  with  faithful 
Abraham. 


iii.  10. — For  as  many  as  are  of 
the  works  of  the  law  are  under  the 
curse,  »S:c. 

iii.  11. — But  that  no  man  is 
justified  by  the  law  in  the  sight  of 
God  it  is  evident,  for  the  just  shall 
live  by  faith. 

iii.  12. — And  the  law  is  not  of 
faith,  but  the  man  that  doeth  them 
shall  live  in  them. 

iii.  15-18. 

iii.  22. — But  the  Scripture  hath 
concluded  all  under  sin,  that  the 
promise  by  faith  of  Jesus  Olirist 
might  be  given  to  them  that  be- 
lieve. 

iii.  27. — As  many  of  you  as  have 
been  baptized  into  Christ  have  put 
on  Christ. 

iii.  29. — And  if  ye  be  Christ's, 
then  are  ye  Abraham's  seed,  and 
heirs  according  to  the  promise. 

iv.  6,  6. — To  redeem  them  that 
were  under  the  law,  that  we  might 
receive  the  adoption  of  sons.  And 
because  je  are  sons  God  hath  sent 
forth  the  spirit  of  liis  Son  into 
your  hearts  crying,  Abba,  Father. 
ANHiprcfore  thou  art  no  more  a  ser- 
vant but  a  son ;  and  if  a  son,  then 
an  heir  of  God  throuizh  Christ. 


K0MAN8. 

iv.  3. — Abraham  believed  God, 
and  it  was  counted  unto  him  for 
righteousness. 

iv.  11. — That  he  might  be  the 
father  of  all  them  that  believe. 

iv.  17,  18.— As  it  is  written,  I 
have   made   thee  a  father  of  many 

nations So    shall    thy 

seed  be. 


iv.  23,  24. — Now  it  was  not 
written  for  his  sake  alone  .... 
but  for  us  also,  to  whom  it  shall  be 
imputed,  if  we  believe  that  Jesus, 
&c. 

iv.  15. — Because  the  law  worketh 
wrath. 

iii.  21 ;  i.  17. — But  now  the 
righteousness  of  God  without  the 
law  is  manifested,  being  witnessed 
by  the  law  and  the  prophets,  &c. 

X.  5. — For  Moses  describeth  the 
righteousness  which  is  of  the  law, 
that  the  man  who  doeth  those 
things  shall  live  in  them. 

iv.  13,  14,  16. 

xi.  32. — God  hath  concluded 
them  all  in  unbelief,  that  he  might 
have  mercy  upon  all. 


vi.  3. — Know  ye  not  that  so 
many  of  us  as  were  baptized  into 
Jesus  Christ,  &c. 

ix.  8. — The  childi'en  of  the  pro- 
mise are  counted  for  the  seed. 

viii.  14-17. — For  as  many  as 
are  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  they 
are  the  sons  of  God.  For  ye  have 
not  received  the  spirit  of  bondage 
again  to  fear,  but  ye  haAe  received 
the  spirit  of  adoption,  whereby  we 
cry,  Abba,  Father.  The  Spirit 
itself  beareth  witness  with  our 
spirit,  that  we  are  the  children  of 
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GALAIIANS. 


iv.  28. — Now  we,  brethren,  as 
Isaac  was,  are  the  children  of  the 
promise. 

V.  14. — All  the  law  is  fulfilled 
in  one  word,  even  in  this.  Thou 
shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thy- 
self. 


V.  16. — Walk  in  the  Spirit,  and 
ye  shall  not  fulfil  the  lust  of  the 
flesh. 

V.  17. — For  the  flesh  lusteth 
against  the  Spirit  and  the  Spirit 
against  the  flesh,  and  these  are  con- 
trary the  one  to  the  other,  so  that 
ye  cannot  do  the  things  that  ye 
would. 

vi,  2. — Bear  ye  one  another's 
burdens. 


R0MAX8. 

God :  and  if  children,  tlien  heirs ; 
heirs  of  God  and  joint  heirs  with 
Christ,  ifec. 

ix.  7. — In  Isaac  shall  thy  seed 
be  called. 

xiii.  8-10. — Pie  that  loveth  an- 
other hath  fulfilled  the  law  .  .  . 
and  if  there  be  any  other  com- 
mandment, it  is  briefly  compre- 
hended in  this  saying,  namely. 
Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as 
thyself  .  .  .  love  is  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  law. 

viii.  1. — Who  walk  not  after  the 
flesh,  but  after  the  Spirit. 

vii.  13-25.— With  the  mind  I 
myself  serve  the  law  of  God ;  but 
with  the  flesh  the  law  of  sin. 

vii.  15. — What  I  would,  that  I 
do  not,  but  what  I  hate,  that  I  do. 

XV.  1. — We  that  are  strong  ought 
to  bear  the  infirmities  of  the  weak. 


In  addition  to  these  coincidences  of  tlioiio-lit  and  ex- 
pression,  a  number  of  words  are  peculiar  to  both  Pauhne 
epistles.^ 

We  attach  considerable  weight  to  a  parallelism  so 
striking.  Taking  into  consideration  the  similarity  be- 
tween the  epistles  to  the  Corinthians,  especially  the 
second,  and  the  Galatian  letter,  with  the  more  striking 
similarity  of  the  latter  to  the  epistle  to  the  Romans,  i:. 
is  natural  to  place  the  Galatian  letter  between  the  two 
to  the  Corinthians  and  that  addressed  to  the  Romans  ; 
nearer  the  lasi  than  the  former  two,  because  of  the 
greater  affinity.  The  same  leading  ideas  occupied  the 
apostle's  mind,  and  are  expressed  in  similar  diction. 
But  the  epistles  themselves  scarcely  indicate  the  order 
in  which  those  to  the  Romans  and  Galatians  followed 

'  Baara^fiVf  8ov\fia,  iXfvdfpovv,  tSf,  Kara  avdpcoirov  Xeyto,  KwfMoi,  fiuKapia- 
fjios,  fii&ai,  oi  TCI  roiavrn  7rpd(T(T0in-(s,  of^etXeV*??,  napa^arris,  nap  o  ;  ri  er* ;  rt 
Xt'yft  1)  ypncfirj  ; 
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one  another.  It  is  true  that  Bishop  Lightfoot  attempts 
to  trace  the  order,  first  and  second  Corinthians,  Gala- 
tians,  Romans,  in  the  history  of  Paul's  personal  suffer- 
ings, and  in  the  progi-ess  of  his  controversy  with  the 
Judaising  opponents,^  but  with  precarious  success  ;  for, 
according  to  Baur,  the  progress  of  the  conflict  witli  the 
Judaisers  is  supposed  to  have  passed  its  first  stage  in 
the  Corinthian  epistles,  where  the  opposition  is  of  a 
different  nature  from  that  which  is  indicated  in  the 
Galatian  epistle.  The  first  ground  of  attack,  circum- 
cision, is  abandoned  ;  and  the  adversaries  at  Corinth 
proceed  more  methodically  and  with  greater  reflective- 
ness, directing  their  attack  against  the  apostle's  person. 
This  view  is  more  plausible  than  Lightfoot's,  and  gives 
the  order  Galatians,  Corinthians,  Romans.  But  both 
methods  of  reasoning  are  precarious,  especially  the  at- 
tempt to  trace  the  sequence  of  the  epistles  by  means  of 
Paul's  personal  sufferings  or  feelings.  The  tactics  of  the 
Judaisers  were  different,  in  different  places.  Apart  from 
all  this,  Paul's  moods  varied,  not  merely  according  to  his 
personal  sufferings  of  which  we  know  little,  or  accor- 
ding to  the  opposition  of  Judaisers,  but  as  the  result  of 
those  innate  promptings  of  which  he  was  a  sensitive 
subject,  the  passionate  outbursts  of  sentiment,  which 
took  a  general  or  specific  shape  without  rule. 

There  is  no  good  reason  for  dating  the  epistle  prior 
to  the  first  and  second  to  the  Corinthians.  On  the 
contrary,  it  should  be  nearer  to  the  Roman  letter,  which 
was  written  at  Corinth  during  Paul's  three  months' 
abode  there.  The  same  ideas  are  sketched  in  strong 
outline  which  the  epistle  to  the  Romans  presents  in  a 
more  systematic  and  polished  form.  The  argument  is 
the  same  ;  the  treatment  different.  This  does  not  neces- 
sarily imply  its  priority,  l^ecause  the  state  of  the  churches, 
their  relative  importance,  and  the  diversified  operations 
of  the  Judaisers  in  them,  might  account  for  the  dif- 

'  Sfihif  PauVs  Fypidle  f<>  Ihc  Galatians,  p.  50,  ef.  cpq.  2rid  ed. 
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ference.  Hence  we  are  not  required  to  believe  tliat  the 
theme  expanded  in  the  apostle's  mind  with  deliberation, 
till  it  swelled  out  into  the  great  theological  argument 
of  the  epistle  to  the  Romans.  Though  briefer  than  the 
letter  addressed  to  the  church  of  the  metropolis  and  less 
refined,  the  character  of  the  persons  may  have  caused 
all  the  difference.  Yet  it  is  probable  that  it  preceded 
that  to  the  Romans.  An  outline  or  sketch  usually 
precedes  a  developed  system.  The  rough  draft  of  the 
great  doctrine  of  justification  by  faith,  presented  in  the 
Galatian  epistle,  is  followed  by  the  detailed  description 
of  it  in  the  letter  to  the  Romans. 

We  date  the  Gralatian  letter  at  Corinth  prior  to  the 
Roman  one,  i.e.  a.d.  58,  according  to  the  opinion  of 
Grotius,  Pearson,  and  others.  The  only  objection  to  so 
late  a  date  is  the  expression  '  I  marvel  that  ye  are  so 
soon  changing,'  &c.,  i.e.  so  soon  after  your  conversion, 
whereas  they  had  embraced  Christianity  six  years  before. 
But  the  phrase  is  comparative,  depending  on  the  mea- 
sure of  the  person  who  uses  it.  It  may  refer  to  time 
measured  by  the  importance  of  a  thing  ;  so  that  lono- 
and  short  vary  according  to  the  subjects  about  which 
they  are  employed.  The  Galatian  apostasy  was  speedy, 
considering  the  labour  bestowed  on  them  by  the  apostle 
and  their  enthusiastic  reception  of  his  message. 

The  subscription,  '  from  Rome,'  expresses  a  very  an- 
cient opinion,  that  of  Theodoret  and  Jerome,  of  B**, 
K.P.L.,  and  the  two  Syriac  versions.  ^,  A,,  B*,,  C.  have 
no  place.  The  bearer  of  the  letter  is  not  known. 
Macknight  fixes  upon  Titus,  because  as  a  Greek  he  was 
much  interested  in  the  doctrine  established  ;  and  also 
because,  being  present  at  the  Jerusalem  council,  he  could 
attest  what  took  place  there.  Perhaps  Titus  would 
have  been  mentioned  had  he  been  the  bearer ;  for  he 
was  of  more  note  than  Tychicus,  the  bearer  of  the 
Colossian  epistle. 
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THE   apostle's   ADVERSARIES    IN   THE    GALATIAN 
CHURCHES. 

It  is  probable  that  a  few  emissaries  had  been  sent 
into  Galatia  who  began  the  strong  Judaising  tendency, 
and  soon  cfained  over  converts  that  became  influential 
Judaisers.  One  person,  who  was  leader  of  the  anti- 
paiiline  party,  seems  pointed  at  in  v.  10,  '  He  that 
troubleth  you  shall  bear  his  judgment,  whosoever  he 
be.' 

It  is  difficult  to  tell  who  were  the  most  active  Ju- 
daisers among  the  Galatians  themselves.  They  may 
have  been  recent  converts  among  the  Gentile  Christians 
to  the  sentiments  of  the  party  which  had  its  principal 
seat  in  Palestine.  If  this  be  so,  they  had  been  per- 
suaded to  associate  Judaism  with  their  simple  Christi- 
anity, thinking  botH  necessary  to  salvation.  So  Neander 
supposes,  appealing  to  the  passage  in  vi.  12,  13,  '  As 
many  as  desire  to  make  a  fair  show  in  the  flesh,  they 
constrain  you  to  be  circumcised,  only  lest  they  should 
sufi*er  persecution  for  the  cross  of  Christ.  For  neither 
they  themselves  who  are  circumcised  keep  the  law,  but 
desire  to  have  you  circumcised  that  they  may  glory 
in  your  flesh.'  The  word  translated  '  they  who  are 
circumcised,'^  may  either  be  the  present  participle  or 
the  perfect  passive.  Lachmann  prefers  the  latter.  The 
former  or  received  reading  deserves  the  preference. 
Neander,  who  adopts  it,  appears  to  think  it  decisive 
against  the  assumption  that  the  agitators  were  circum- 
cised Jews  and  for  the  interpretation  that  they  were 
Gentiles  who  suffered  themselves  to  be  circumcised.  The 
expression  seems  to  us  equally  applicable  to  converted 
Jews  or  proselytes. 

Olshauscn,  again,  supposes  that  the  most  influential 
seducers  of  the  Galatian  churches  were  Jews  by  birth, 

'   o\  TTfpiTf^vojKvni  or  01  TrepiTfTfxijfifvoi  (vi.  13). 
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who,  after  embracing  Christianity,  were  easily  induced 
to  retain  the  essential  part  of  their  former  faith. 

A  third  opinion  is,  that  they  were  proselytes  from 
among  the  heathen  to  Judaism  before  Christianity  had 
been  planted  in  the  country,  and  having  embraced  the 
gospel,  united  tlieir  former  with  their  new  faith. 

We  believe  that  they  consisted  not  only  of  original 
members  of  the  churches  but  of  emissaries  ;  the  latter 
being  the  chief  promoters  of  the  sudden  change. 

In  prosecuting  their  design  to  bring  the  Galatians 
under  the  yoke  of  the  law,  the  false  teachers  indus- 
triously circulated  various  calumnies  against  Paul. 
They  attacked  his  apostleship,  affirming  that  he  had 
not  been  called  immediately  by  Christ  like  the  primitive 
apostles  ;  but  that  he  received  his  commission  from 
men.  Neither  had  he  been  taught  Christianity  by  the 
true  apostles  and  therefore  his  knowledge  was  inferior 
to  theirs.  They  asserted  that,  as  Peter  and  his  col- 
leagues required  the  circumcision  of  Gentile  converts, 
there  was  an  inconsistency  between  them  and  Paul. 

These  Judaisers  did  not  labour  in  vain.  The  fickle 
Galatians  soon  changed.  Many  submitted  to  circum- 
cision and  were  ready  to  keep  the  Jewish  feasts.  Thus 
the  aspect  of  their  Christianity  altered,  and  their  reli- 
gion became  an  external  thing,  to  the  destruction  of 
faith  and  inward  purity.  The  apostle  refutes  all  such 
errors,  justifying  himself  with  triumphant  success,  and 
openly  asserting  the  independence  of  his  gospel.  The 
refuge  of  lies  to  which  his  enemies  had  recourse  is  swept 
away  with  a  torrent  of  argument  which  places  his 
doctrine  and  conduct  in  the  broad  lioht  of  inofenuous 
truth. 

The  occasion  of  his  writing  is  evident  from  these 
remarks.  The  apostasy  of  the  converts,  who  had  turned 
to  the  weak  and  beggarly  elements  of  the  law,  was 
sufficient  to  call  forth  his  reproofs.  The  fruit  of  his 
labours  among  them  was  being  frustrated  by  injurious 

VOL.  I.  G 
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influences  that  needed  to  be  withstood.  They  had  to 
be  brought  back,  if  possible,  to  the  simple  truth  they 
had  forsaken — to  be  taught  again  the  first  elements  of 
Christianity,  justification  by  faith  without  works. 


STATE    OF    THE    CHURCHES    WHEN   VISITED    Bi'    PAUL    A 
SECOND    TIME. 

The  state  of  the  Galatian  churches  at  the  time  of 
Paul's  second  visit,  compared  with  that  in  which  he 
had  left  them,  can  scarcely  be  ascertained.  He  may 
have  found  everything  encouraging,  because  they  had 
remained  steadfast  in  the  faith  ;  especially  as  the  book  of 
Acts  says  he  confirmed  the  brethren,  imprinting  on  their 
minds  afresh  the  lessons  he  had  taught  before.  But 
this  cannot  be  a  correct  representation  of  their  state. 
After  his  first  visit,  it  is  likely  that  the  Judaisers  were 
not  idle.  Attempts  had  been  made,  during  his  absence, 
to  inculcate  upon  the  converts  the  observan  e  of  the 
Mosaic  law.  The  germ,  at  least,  of  the  errors  into 
which  they  afterwards  fell,  had  appeared.  The  apostle 
had  seen  the  leaven  which  had  been  fermenting  in  his 
absence  ;  so  that  the  state  of  the  churches  was  neither 
sound  nor  satisfactory  when  he  went  a  second  time. 
Under  the  circumstances,  he  must  have  endeavoured  to 
prevent  the  development  of  the  principles  which  had 
taken  root.  Rebuking  the  perverse  maxims  of  the 
false  teachers,  he  exposed  their  corruption  of  the  gospel, 
and  put  a  stop  for  the  time  to  the  incipient  apostasy  of 
the  converts.  His  presence  allayed  their  doubts.  But 
his  reproofs,  and  earnest  endeavours  to  eradicate  the 
errors  in  question,  had  only  a  temporary  efi'ect.  He 
had  repressed  without  removing  the  evil  ;  and  it  broke 
forth  again  in  a  more  aggravated  form. 

This  view  is  most  consonant  with  such  passages  as 
i.  9  ;  iv.  12,  18  ;  v.  3-21,  tliough  they  may  also  con- 
sist with  the  assumption,  that  no  defection   had   taken 
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place  at  the  time  of  his  second  visit.  Yet  it  is  difficult 
to  believe,  that  the  errorists  did  not  make  their  appear- 
ance among  the  converts  for  about  two  or  three  years. 
It  is  not  likely  that  they  would  be  inactive  there  so 
long  ;  or  that  their  operations  should  not  begin  till 
after  the  apostle's  second  visit.  In  the  absence  of  defi- 
nite evidence  to  the  contrary,  it  is  natural  to  suppose 
that  the  Galatians  had  fallen  away  in  the  course  of  the 
first  three  years  after  their  conversion.  Bleek  ^  assumes, 
that  the  apostle  had  just  heard  of  the  appearance  of  the 
Judaisers  among  the  Galatians  when  he  wrote,  appealing 
to  i.  6  ;  iii.  1  ;  v.  10  ;  iv.  19,  &c.  If  so,  the  parties 
had  exercised  no  influence  before  Paul's  second  visit. 
But  the  passages  are  not  decisive  in  favour  of  this 
opinion. 

COMPOSITION    OF    THE    GALATIAN    CHURCHES. 

The  mass  of  those  to  whom  the  epistle  is  addressed, 
were  Gentile  converts,  as  is  plain  from  iv.  8  :  '  ¥/hen 
ye  knew  not  God,  ye  did  service  unto  them  whicli  by 
nature  are  no  gods.'  Yet  it  is  immediately  added,  that 
they  turned  again  to  the  weak  and  beggarly  elements 
of  the  law.  Paul  also  employs  arguments  from  the  Old 
Testament  and  rabbinical  modes  of  interpretation,  in- 
volvmg  an  acquaintance  with  the  Jewish  Scriptures  on 
the  part  of  his  readers.  Were  the  churches  then  divided 
between  Jews  and  Gentiles,  so  that  the  writer  turns 
from  the  one  to  the  other  as  his  argument  leads  ?  This 
can  hardly  be  asserted  in  the  face  of  iv.  8,  9,  where  the 
same  persons  in  both  verses  are  apparently  Gentiles  and 
Jews.  No  distinction  is  made  between  the  case  of  the 
two  classes  respecting  the  obligation  of  circumcision,  for 
it  is  said  to  all,  '  if  ye  be  circumcised,  Christ  shall  profit 
you  nothing.'  It  must  therefore  be  assumed  that  the 
Galatians  were  Gentiles,  who  had  been  proselytes  to 

'  Einleitumj  in  das  iieue  Testamevt,  p.  419. 
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Judaism  before  their  conversion  by  Paul,  According 
to  this  supposition,  which  is  that  of  Mynster,  Credner, 
and  Jowett,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  explaining  the 
inconsistency  in  different  passages  of  the  epistle,  which 
speak  as  if  the  Galatians  were  both  Gentiles  and  Jews  ; 
or  in  accounting  for  their  relapse  into  Judaism.  Jewish 
teachers,  who  were  there  before  and  after  Paul,  could 
easily  persuade  the  converts  of  the  necessity  of  circum- 
cision. The  churches  in  Galatia  consisted  mainly  of 
those  who  had  passed  through  a  phase  of  Judaism. 
Jews  by  descent  were  fewer,  while  the  smallest  number 
consisted  of  those  who  turned  directly  from  Paganism 
to  Christianity.  The  habits,  prejudices,  and  education 
of  the  converts,  made  it  a  difficult  task  to  win  them  to 
a  pure  faith.  The  outward  and  sensuous  had  great 
attraction  for  them.  Their  nature  was  of  the  fickle, 
passionate,  enthusiastic  type  which  passes  from  one 
form  of  religion  to  another,  without  laying  deep  hold  of 
truth.  Its  magical  tendencies  were  more  allied  to  bodily 
excision  than  to  faith  ;  and  a  religion  of  the  letter  was 
adapted  to  their  semi-barbarous  state. 

These  observations  preclude  the  necessity  of  ex- 
amining the  discordant  views  of  those  who  hold  that 
the  Jewish  element  was  in  the  Galatian  churches  at  first, 
so  til  at  the  minority  at  least  were  Jewish  Christians 
while  the  majority  were  Gentiles  ;  and  of  those  who 
think  that  the  churches  were  originally  Gentile,  the 
Jewish  element  having  come  into  them  from  without. 
The  former  accords  best  with  the  opinion  that  the 
Judaising  direction  had  preceded  the  apostle's  second 
visit.  Others,  however,  suppose  that  the  false  teachers 
did  not  appear  among  the  churches  till  after  his  second 
visit. 
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AUTHENTICITY. 

The  authenticity  of  the  epistle  has  been  admitted  by 
all  except  Bruno  Bauer,  who  imagines  that  it  was  com- 
piled from  those  to  the  Romans  and  Corinthians.  The 
contents  and  style  bear  the  apostle's  stamp. 

Lardner  and  others  have  found  allusions  to  it  in  the 
apostolic  fathers.  Clement  of  Rome  writes  :  '  Christ 
our  Lord  gave  his  blood  for  us  by  the  will  of  God,  and 
his  flesh  for  our  flesh,  and  his  spirit  for  our  spirits  ' 
(Gal.  i.  4).'  This  reference  is  doubtful,  Ignatius 
says  :  '  Which  bishop,  I  know,  obtained  the  ministry 
for  the  public,  not  of  himself,  nor  by  men,  nor  out  of 
vain  glory,  but  by  the  love  of  God  the  Father  and  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ'  (Gal.  i.  1).''^  The  allusion  here  is 
uncertain.  Polycarp  writes  :  '  Knowing,  then,  that 
''  God  is  not  mocked,"  we  ought  to  walk  worthy  both  of 
his  command,'  &c.^  The  epistle  to  Diognetus  speaks  of 
'  the  observance  of  months  and  days  '  (Gal.  iv.  10).^ 

The  Address  to  Greeks  incorrectly  attributed  to 
Justin  Martyr,  uses  these  words  :  'Be  as  I  am,  for  I 
was  as  ye  are  '  ^  (Gal.  iv.  12).  Justin  himself  has  no 
quotation  from  it.  But  he  may  have  alluded  to  it  where 
he  quotes  Deut.  xxvii.  26,  which  he  introduces,  as  Paul 
does,  differently  from  the  Greek  and  Hebrew.^ 

The  first  express  testimony  to  the  authenticity  of 
the  epistle,  is  given  by  fathers  at  the  close  of  the  second 
century  and  the  first  half  of  the  third,   by  Irenaius, 

'  To  at/xa  avTov  eScDKfv  virep  ffixStv  ^Ir/trovs  Xpitrros  6  Kvpioi  r)fiS>v,  ev 
6tKr]jxaTi,  Oeov,  Koi  rfjv  crapKa  inrtp  ttjs  crapKos  fjpav,  (cat  rrjv  ^vxr)v  vTrep  rau 
\l/vxo)v  f]pS3v. — Ad  Cor.  cap.  49. 

*  °Ov  (TTtaKOTTOV  ^yva>v,  ovk  a<^'  iavTOV,  oiide  Si'  dvdpooiruiv  KeKTrjcrffai  rrju 
8iaKovu.v,  TT/v  tls  TO  Koivov  avrjKovaav  .  ,  ,  aW  iv  ayanrj  0€o£)  narpos  xai 
Kvpiov  'Irjaoii  Xpia-Tov. — Ad  Philad.  c.  1. 

^  EtSdrey  ovv  on  Qeos  ov  pvicrripi^erai,  6(f)(iKopfv  a^Lcos  rrji  eiToXfjs  k.t.\. 
— Ad  PhiUpp.  c.  5. 

*  Bimsen's  Annlecta  Antenica-na,  vol.  i.  pp.  110,  111. 

^  yii'((T0€  o)s  eyci),  on  (cayco  rfprju  cos  iipels. —  Orat.  ad  Gr<BCOS^  C.  6. 
®  Dial,  cum  Tryph.  ii.  p.  345,  ed.  Thirlby. 
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Clement  of  Alexandria,  and  TertuUian.  The  first 
writes  :  '  The  apostle  says  in  the  epistle  to  the  Galatians : 
"  Of  ■v\'hat  use,  then,  is  the  law  of  works  ?  It  was 
added  until  the  seed  should  come  to  whom  the  promise 
was  made,"  '  &c.  (Gal.  iii.  19).^  Clement  of  Alexandria 
says  :  '  Wherefore  Paul  also,  writing  to  the  Galatians, 
says  :  "  My  children,  of  whom  I  travail  again  until,"  ' 
&c.  (Gal.  iv.  19).^  Tertullian's  testimony  is  to  this 
effect  :  '  But  no  more  need  be  said  on  this  head,  if  it  be 
the  same  Paul,  who  writing  to  the  Galatians,  reckons 
heresies  among  the  works  of  the  flesh,'  &c.^  The 
epistle  is  in  the  Peshito,  the  old  Latin  version,  and  the 
Muratorian  canon. 

The  early  heretics  were  also  acquainted  with  the 
epistle,  ascribing  it  to  its  true  author.  It  was  in  Mar- 
cion's  canon,  though  he  is  said  to  have  omitted  an  im- 
portant passage  (iii.  6-9),  and  interpolated  two  words 
in  another  (ii.  5).  Both  charges  are  false,  though  Ter- 
tuUian makes  them. 

Celsus  says,  that  all  the  Christian  sects,  much  as 
they  may  have  hated  one  another,  had  perpetually  in 
their  mouths  the  words  of  Gal.  vi.  14,  '  The  world  is 
crucified  unto  me,  and  I  unto  the  world.'  The  Valen- 
tinians  wished  to  prove,  by  the  same  passage,  that  Paul 
attributed  to  the  cross  the  virtue  which  they  did.^ 

ANALYSIS    OF    CONTENTS. 

The  epistle  may  be  divided  into  three  parts  :  i.  1-ii. 
21  ;  iii.  iv.  ;  v.  vi.    The  first  is  personal  and  apologetic  ; 

^  '  Sed  et  in  ea  quae  est  ad  Galatas  sic  ait  (apostolus)  :  "  Quid  ergo  lex 
f actor um  ?  Posita  est  usque  quo  veniat  semen  cui  promissum  est,"  '  &c. — 
Adv.  H<sres.  iii.  72,  p.  365,  ed.  Migne. 

Aio  Kai  IlavXos  TaXdrais  eTTiareWav  (f)t]cri'  reKvla  fiov,  ovs  waXiv  u>8iva>, 
(ixpis  ov  K.T.X. — Stromatn,  iii.  p.  468,  ed.  Colon.  1688. 

^  '  Nee  diutius  de  isto,  si  idem  est  Paulus,  qui  et  alibi  hfereses  inter 
carnalia  criniina  numerat,  scribens  ad  Galatas,'  &c. — De  Pr(Bscript.  Heeret. 
c.  0. 

'  Origeu  contra  Celsnni,  v.  6-4. 
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the  second  doctrinal,    and  the  third  practical.     Each 
may  be  subdivided. 

1.  In  maintainmg  the  independent  principle  on  which 
his  apostolic  calling  rested,  Paul  states  various  particu- 
lars in  his  life.  He  begins  with  asserting  that  he  was 
not  made  an  apostle  by  man,  but  by  Jesus  Christ  and 
God  the  Father.  He  then  salutes  the  churches  in 
Galatia,  reproves  the  fickleness  of  the  converts,  express- 
ing astonishment  at  the  sudden  change  in  their  belief, 
pronounces  a  strong  anathema  on  any  who  should 
preach  another  gospel,  and  declares,  in  opposition  to  the 
Judaisers,  that  his  object  was  not  to  please  men.  The 
gospel  he  preached  was  not  of  human  origin  nor  con- 
formed to  human  wisdom ;  it  was  received  by  immediate 
revelation.  The  independence  of  his  apostleship  on  the 
elder  apostles  he  shows  negatively,  by  stating  that  he 
was  already  an  apostle  before  he  came  into  contact 
with  them.  When  God  revealed  his  son  in  him,  he  did 
not  consult  with  any  man,  nor  go  up  to  Jerusalem  to 
learn  of  the  twelve,  but  went  into  Arabia  and  did  not 
visit  Jerusalem  till  after  three  years ;  on  which  occasion 
he  saw  none  of  the  apostles  except  Peter  and  James,  and 
remained  only  fifteen  days  ;  too  short  a  tune  to  allow 
of  his  being  instructed  in  Christian  doctrine  had  he 
been  previously  ignorant  of  it.  Still  further,  to  prove 
that  he  had  not  been  taught  Christianity  by  the  chief 
apostles,  he  asserts  that  he  was  a  stranger  to  the  Chris- 
tians in  Judea.  The  independence  of  his  apostolic 
authority  is  also  shown  positively  by  his  conceding  no- 
thing to  the  elder  apostles  when  he  came  into  contact  with 
them,  by  the  assertion  of  his  rights  and  their  recogni- 
tion of  them.  On  the  occasion  of  his  third  journey  to 
Jerusalem,  he  went  with  Barnabas  and  Titus,  in  conse- 
quence of  an  express  revelation.  Having  explained  his 
gospel  to  Peter,  James,  and  John  privately,  they  ap- 
proved. He  did  not  yield  to  the  demand  to  circumcise 
Titus  :  and  the  twelve  left  him  to  follow  his  own  course 
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without  hindrance.  The  only  thing  proposed  was,  tliat 
collections  should  continue  to  be  made  in  the  churches 
for  the  use  of  the  poor  Christians  in  Judea  (i.-ii.  10). 
In  continuation  of  his  argument  respecting  doctrinal 
independence,  it  is  stated  that  he  reprimanded  Peter  at 
Antioch,  who  through  fear  of  the  Judaisers  acted  so  as 
to  betray  the  liberty  of  Gentile  converts.  The  sub- 
stance of  his  language  to  Peter  was — that  even  such  as 
were  born  Jews  believed  in  Jesus  Christ  for  justification, 
since  with  all  their  attachment  to  the  law,  they  knew 
that  no  man  could  be  justified  by  works.  The  believer 
by  means  of  the  law  becomes  dead  to  it,  that  he  may  be- 
gin to  live  to  God.  He  is  crucified  with  Christ,  and  his 
life  is  a  life  of  faith  in  the  Son  of  God.  The  doctrine 
of  justification  by  faith,  so  far  from  annulling  the 
grace  of  God,  establishes  its  necessity  ;  but  if  justifica- 
tion be  by  the  law,  Christ  died  in  vain  (ii.  11-21). 

2.  The  position  thus  laid  down,  viz.  that  it  is  faith  in 
Christ  which  justifies,  not  works  of  the  law,  is  shown  to 
be  a  fact  of  Christian  consciousness,  and  also  a  truth 
inherent  in  the  Old  Testament,  inasmuch  as  the  sub- 
stance of  the  old  dispensation  is  the  promise  made  to 
Abraham  ;  the  law  being  essentially  nothing  but  an 
appendix  to  that  promise.  The  apostle  appeals  with 
confidence  to  the  Galatians  themselves,  asking  whether 
they  had  received  the  spirit  by  the  law  or  the  gospel. 
Beginning  in  the  spirit,  were  they  making  an  end  in  the 
flesh?  Abraham  himself  was  justified  by  faith  not  by 
the  law;  and  righteousness  belongs  to  all  who  by  faith 
are  his  spiritual  children.  The  law  pronounces  con- 
demnation on  all  because  it  requires  absolute  obedience, 
which  none  can  render.  Christ  in  dying  delivered  men 
from  the  curse  of  the  laAV,  that  the  blessing  promised  to 
Abraham  might  come  upon  the  Gentiles — the  blessing 
of  the  promised  spirit  (iii.  1-14).  The  writer  pro- 
ceeds to  explain  the  essence  of  the  law,  in  which  he 
shows  its  subordination  to  the  promise,  and  the  relative 
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significance  which  it  has  in  its  intermediate  position  be- 
tween the  promise  and  faith.  If  a  human  covenant  can- 
not be  broken,  much  less  can  God's  promise  made  to 
Abraham  and  his  seed.  The  law  intervening  between 
the  promise  and  its  fulfilment,  could  not  prevent  the 
latter.  If  it  be  asked.  Of  what  use  then  is  the  law  ? — 
the  answer  is,  it  was  added  to  convince  of  sin  till  the 
promised  seed  should  come ;  but  it  was  firmly  esta- 
blished by  angels  not  by  God  himself,  and  had  a  media- 
tor. Now  a  mediator  implies  two  persons,  but  there  is 
no  mediation  in  God  :  one  is  better  than  two :  the  dis- 
pensation of  mediation  or  the  law  is  inferior  to  the  pro- 
mise of  faith  or  the  gospel.^  This  does  not  imply  that 
the  law  is  opposed  to  the  gospel ;  it  was  rather  intended 
to  prepare  the  way  for  it.  It  was  a  tutor  leading  men 
to  Christ  that  they  might  be  justified  by  faith.  Under 
the  gospel  all  are  the  sons  of  God  by  faith.  There  is 
no  distinction  between  Jew  and  Greek.  All  are  bound 
together  in  spiritual  unity  (iii.  15-29).  Prior  to  the 
gospel  both  Jews  and  Gentiles  were  in  bondage ;  but 
now  God  has  sent  his  Son  to  deliver  such  as  were  under 
the  dommion  of  an  outward  religion  that  they  might 
be  adopted  as  sons.  As  a  proof  of  this  He  has  given 
them  the  spirit  of  his  Son ;  so  that  they  are  no  longer 
in  a  state  of  bondage  but  heirs  of  God.  He  reminds 
the  Galatians  of  their  former  idolatrous  state,  and  of  their 
present  one,  in  which  it  would  be  preposterous  for  them 
to  turn  back  to  the  weak  and  beggarly  elements  of 
Judaism.  A  sort  of  parenthetic  or  abrupt  passage  is 
thrown  in  here,  expressing  the  painful  feelings  of  the 
writer,  his  dejection  and  anger  (iv.  13-20). 

Speaking  of  himself,  he  exhorts  them  to  be  of  the 
same  mind  with  him.  He  is  not  referring  to  personal 
wrongs  ;  they  had  shown  great  attachment  to  him. 
AVeak  and  sickly  as  he  was,  they  received  him  as  an 

1  See  the  ingenious  explanation  of  iii.  19-25  by  Liidemanu,  in  his  An- 
thropologie  des  ajyostels  Paulus,  pp.  170,  180. 
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angel  of  God.  Was  it  possible  that  they  could  have 
become  enemies,  because  he  told  them  the  truth  ?  The 
Judaisers  desired  to  make  proselytes  of  them,  but  their 
motives  were  bad,  since  they  wished  to  shut  them  out 
from  Christ.  He  remarks  that  zealous  affection  is  a 
good  principle  in  a  good  cause  ;  a  principle  which 
should  be  continued  in  his  absence  as  well  as  presence  ; 
expresses  his  great  solicitude  about  them  till  they  should 
be  spiritually  restored,  and  then  changes  his  style.  After 
the  fragmentary  passage  noticed,  he  reverts  to  the  Old 
Testament  to  show  them  that  they  did  not  rightly 
understand  the  law,  and  allegorises  the  two  covenants. 
Sarah,  Abraham's  wife,  with  her  son  Isaac,  represents 
the  New  Testament  church,  which  is  free  ;  Hagar,  the 
bondwoman,  with  her  son  Ishmael,  represents  the  Old 
Testament  church.  The  latter  must  give  place  to  the 
former.  The  law  and  the  gospel  are  paralleled  with  the 
two  children  of  Abraham  (iii.  iv.). 

3.  The  practical  part  of  the  epistle  begins  with  the 
fifth  chapter. 

The  Galatians  should  remember  their  freedom  under 
the  new  economy,  and  not  allow  themselves  to  be  en- 
tangled again  with  the  yoke  of  bondage.  He  warns 
them  against  circumcision,  declaring  that  if  they  sub- 
mitted to  it  Christ  would  be  of  no  avail  to  them,  because 
the  circumcised  virtually  engage  to  keep  the  whole  law. 
Under  the  gospel  circumcision  and  uncircumcision  are 
alike  valueless  ;  nothing  but  faith  working  by  love 
avails.  The  Galatians  had  made  a  good  beginning  ;  but 
they  were  not  now  what  they  once  were.  They  had 
been  drawn  away  by  the  leaven  of  false  teachers.  StiU 
he  expresses  a  hope  that  they  would  not  abandon  them- 
selves to  errorists.  As  for  himself,  if  he  preached  cir- 
cumcision as  he  had  been  accused  of  doing,  there  could 
be  no  reason  for  the  Jews  persecuting  him.  In  that 
case,  they  had  no  more  to  say  against  him.  But  the 
fact  that  he  was  still  an  object  of  persecution   suffi- 
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clently  attests  that  he  preached  Christ's  cross.  In  irony 
he  adds,  Would  that  they  who  trouble  you  would  make 
themselves  eunuchs,  incapable  of  the  privilege  of  cir- 
cumcision ! 

While  adhering  to  the  liberty  of  the  gospel,  Paul 
exhorts  them  not  to  abuse  it.  They  were  bound  to 
love  one  another,  and  so  to  fulfil  the  law.  By  leading 
a  life  of  conformity  to  the  will  of  God,  they  would  take 
the  most  effectual  method  to  suppress  the  sensual  nature 
within  them,  and  be  released  from  the  law  as  a  system 
of  outward  observances.  He  then  enumerates  the  works 
of  the  flesh  and  the  fruit  of  the  spirit,  reminding  them 
that  Christ's  true  disciples  have  crucified  their  sinful 
nature  and  walk  in  the  freedom  of  the  divine  life. 
Among  various  exhortations  he  recommends  generosity 
t(^  their  instructors.  Their  duty  was  to  do  good  to  all 
men,  especially  to  fellow- Christians. 

After  saying  that  he  was  writing  the  epistle  in  large 
letters  with  his  own  hand,  his  anxiety  for  the  Galatians 
breaks  forth  again,  and  he  repeats  in  brief  the  substance 
of  the  whole.  He  tells  them  that  the  Judaisers,  wish- 
ing to  have  some  outward  thing  to  glory  in,  insisted  on 
having  them  circumcised,  only  that  they  might  not  be 
persecuted  because  of  the  cross  of  Christ.  They  were 
inconsistent  in  observino;  some  usao-es  of  the  law  and 
abandoning  others  ;  wishing  to  glory  in  Jewish  ordin- 
ances, while  Paul  gloried  in  the  cross  of  Christ.  Pro- 
nouncing peace  on  such  as  walked  by  the  rule  of  the 
new  creature,  he  desires  in  conclusion,  that  the  Gala- 
tians should  give  him  no  further  trouble,  since  he 
carried  about  in  his  person  the  marks  of  sufferings 
endured  for  Christ.  The  letter  closes  with  the  usual 
benediction  (v.  vi.). 

Contrary  to  usage,  the  apostle  wrote  the  epistle  with 
his  own  hand,  in  characters  large  and  ill-shaped.  The 
reason  of  his  writing  it  himself  was  not  to  prevent 
forgery,  as  Olsliausen  thinks,  but  to  prove  the  extent 
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of  his  affection,  because  the  false  teachers  had  endea- 
voured to  alienate  the  Galatians  from  his  person. 


RELATION    OF    THE    EPISTLE    TO    THE    ACTS. 

The  Pauline  authorship  of  the  epistle  has  an  impor- 
tant bearing  on  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  It  presents 
Paul  in  a  different  light  from  the  historian's — so  differ- 
ent as  to  cast  grave  suspicions  on  the  accuracy  of  the 
portrait  in  the  Acts.  The  Paul  of  the  epistle  is  not  the 
Paul  of  Luke.  The  apostle  of  the  Acts  is  an  observer 
of  the  law,  like  Peter,  James,  and  John.  He  looks 
upon  circumcision  leniently,  allowing  it  under  the 
gospel ;  in  the  epistle,  he  opposes  it  as  contrary  to  the 
genius  of  the  gospel.  It  is  possible  to  exaggerate  the 
differences  between  the  history  and  the  epistle,  in  their 
portraiture  of  Paul  ;  but  after  all  reasonable  deduction, 
enough  remains  to  show  that  he  is  not  the  same  man  in 
both.  There  is  a  general  discrepancy,  with  minor  points 
of  agreement — a  variation  of  opmion  and  feeling  that 
does  injury  to  the  apostle's  character.  His  conceptions 
of  Christianity  were  clear  and  decided,  when  he  wrote 
the  group  of  epistles,  comprising  those  to  the  Corinthians, 
Romans,  and  Galatians  ;  they  were  hardly  the  same 
when  he  appears  in  the  Acts. 

The  relation  between  Paul  and  the  original  apostles 
is  also  presented  differently  in  the  two  works.  In  the 
epistle,  the  doctrinal  antagonism  between  the  apostle  of 
the  Gentiles  and  the  twelve,  is  too  palpable  to  be  denied. 
They  are  men  in  the  first  phase  of  Christianity — Judaic 
Christians  with  narrow  conceptions  ;  in  the  Acts  they 
are  more  liberal,  allowing  Gentile  Christians  exemption 
from  the  law  of  Moses.  In  the  epistle  the  relations  be- 
tween them  and  Paul  are  not  harmonious.  An  uncompro- 
mising advocate  of  a  free  Christianity  and  the  abroga- 
tion of  the  law,  had  little  sympathy  with  their  views. 
In  the  Acts  there  is  a  better  understandinof  between  the 
parties  ;  and  their  points  of  antagonism  are  softened. 
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To  reconcile  these  differences  apologists  have  made 
a  few  unimportant  concessions.  But  it  is  necessary  to 
keep  in  view  that  Petrine  Christianity  was  the  first  stage 
through  which  the  new  religion  passed  after  its  develop- 
ment out  of  Judaism  ;  and  Pauline  Christianity  was 
more  comprehensive  and  freer.  The  essential  point  be- 
tween them  was  the  observance  or  non-observance  of 
the  law— a  principle  of  antagonism  which  had  to  be 
broken  down.  The  manner  in  which  Paul  speaks  of 
Peter,  James,  and  John,  in  the  Galatian  epistle,  is  not 
cordial  but  depreciatory  :  '  Those  who  seemed'  to  be 
somewhat  (whatsoever  they  were,  it  maketh  no  matter 
to  me,'  &c.).  This  language  is  depreciatory  of  the 
twelve  themselves,  not  of  the  extravagant  claims  set  up 
for  them  by  the  Judaisers.  Does  not  the  apostle  speak 
of  a  different  gospel  of  the  circumcision  and  uncircum- 
cision  (ii.  2,  7)  ;  and  of  an  opposition  between  himself 
and  the  twelve  (cojifrarnvise,  verse  7),  which  implied  at 
least,  that  they  left  him  to  fight  his  own  battle  without 
help  ?  Great  as  was  their  authority,  they  did  not  assist 
him,  but  continued  to  preach  the  gospel  of  the  circum- 
cision. 

The  statements  which  the  apostle  makes  about  him- 
self immediately  after  his  conversion,  do  not  agree  with 
those  of  the  Acts.  So  far  from  supplementino-  they 
mutually  exclude  one  another.  Expositors  have  tried 
to  weave  them  into  a  consistent  narrative,  without 
success.  The  epistle  gives  the  reader  to  understand 
that  the  apostle's  immediate  mission  was  to  the  Gentiles- 
'  to  reveal  his  Son  in  me  that  I  might  preach  him  amonV 
the  heathen  '  (i.  16)  ;  but  in  the  Acts,  he  preached  at 
once  to  the  Jews  in  the  Damascene  synagogues  and 
after  that  to  those  at  Jerusalem  (ix.  19-29)? 

The    Acts    say   that   after   'many   days'   spent   in 
Damascus,  during  which  he  preached  in  the  synagogues 
he  was  compelled  to  flee  to  Jerusalem,  where  he  was 
looked  upon  with  suspicion  by  tlie  believers  till  Barna- 
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bas  vouched  for  hia  sincerity  and  introduced  him  to  the 
apostles  ;  so  that  he  was  supported  m  his  preaching 
there,  till  the  Jews  compelled  his  departure  and  removal 
to  Tarsus  (ix.  19,  &c.).  The  epistle  says,  that  imme- 
diately after  his  conversion  he  went  to  Arabia,  returned 
thence  to  Damascus,  and  only  visited  Jerusalem  after 
three  years.  There  is  no  mention  of  the  Arabian  visit 
in  the  Acts  ;  nor  is  there  any  room  for  its  insertion. 
As  to  the  stay  in  Jerusalem,  the  Acts  represent  it  as 
of  some  length,  and  imply  that  he  preached  the  gospel 
there.  '  He  was  with  them  (the  apostles)  commg  in 
and  going  out,  and  he  spake  boldly  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  '  (ix.  28,  29).  The  object  of  his  visit  as 
given  in  the  epistle  was  different,  and  his  stay  shorter. 
It  was  to  see  Peter,  with  whom  he  abode  but  fifteen 
days  ;  neither  did  he  see  any  other  apostle  there  except 
James.  He  did  not  go  therefore  to  preach  the  gospel, 
but  simply  to  confer  with  Peter.  It  was  about  this 
time  that  the  Acts  speak  of  him  as  havmg  shewed 
'  unto  them  of  Damascus,  and  at  Jerusalem,  and  through- 
out all  the  coasts  of  Judea,^  that  they  should  turn  and 
repent  (xxvi.  20)  ;  language  which  is  contrary  to  his 
own  statement  that  he  was  unknown  by  face  long  after 
to  the  churches  of  Judea  in  Christ  (Gal.  i.  22).  The 
epistle  demonstrates  with  sufficient  clearness,  that  Paul 
did  not  preach  to  the  Damascene  Jews  immediately  on 
his  conversion  ;  that  he  did  not  go  to  Jerusalem  after 
he  had  to  leave  Damascus  ;  that  he  was  not  introduced 
there  to  the  apostles  by  Barnabas  ;  that  the  Jews  in 
the  metropolis  did  not  seek  to  kill  liim  ;  and  that  he 
did  not  go  from  Palestine  to  Tarsus  ;  but  the  opposite 
to  all  this  is  given  m  the  Acts.  The  writer  of  the  Acts 
may  not  have  known  the  epistle,  as  some  critics  svip- 
pose  ;  yet  that  circumstance  does  not  account  for  the 
discrepancies  in  question.  His  leading  motive  induced 
him  to  describe  Paul,  not  as  the  uncompromising  preacher 
of  the  gospel  to  the  Gentiles  from  the  first,  but  as  one 
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wlio  laboured  to  accommodate  his  teaching  to  the  Jews, 
till  he  was  reluctantly  forced  to  turn  to  the  Gentiles. 
The  subject  will  occupy  us  again,  when  we  come  to 
examine  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.^ 


INTERrRETATION. 

The  points  of  resemblance  and  difference  between 
the  epistles  to  the  Galatians  and  Romans  are  admir- 
ably drawn  out  by  Jowett.  Both  set  forth  the  doc- 
trine of  justification  by  faith  ;  the  universality  of  the 
gospel  which  makes  no  distinction  between  Jew  or 
Greek,  bond  or  free  ;  the  nature  of  sin  as  transgression 
of  the  law  and  the  spiritual  union  of  the  believer  with 
Christ.  They  mention  the  observance  of  days  and 
months,  which  is  treated  in  the  one  as  indifferent,  in 
the  other  as  hurtful  ;  contain  exhortations  agfainst 
antinomianism  ;  the  sonship  of  the  gospel  contrasted 
with  the  bondage  of  the  Jewish  economy  ;  and  a  sum- 
mary of  works  of  the  flesh.  The  differences  are  these  : 
the  epistle  to  the  Galatians  is  more  personal ;  that  to 
the  Romans  resembles  a  treatise  rather  than  a  letter. 
The  one  treats  circumcision  as  a  question  of  practice  ; 
the  other  of  the  law  as  a  burden  on  the  heart  and  con- 
science. The  argument  of  the  one  is  fragmentary  ;  that 
of  the  other  comprehensive  and  continuous,  extending 
over  all  mankind  and  all  time.  The  epistle  to  the  Gala- 
tians is  an  argument  or  expostulation  with  Judaising 
opponents  ;  that  to  the  Romans  is  an  argument  or  dia- 
logue with  self,  in  which  the  opponent  is  only  a  shadow 
or  idea,  '  the  old  man  '  of  the  apostle's  own  thoughts, 
not  the  Jewish  Christian  with  whom  he  is  in  actual  con- 
flict. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  remark,  that  the  term  law 
as  used  in  the  epistles  has  a  comprehensive  sense,  em- 
bracing the  moral  and  the  ceremonial.     Both  indeed  are 

'  See  Part  I.  of  the  English  Life  of  Jesm,  p.  xv.  etc. 
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united,  being  but  different  forms  of  law,  a  finer  and  a 
grosser.  The  one  or  the  other  is  prominent  according  to 
the  context,  and  they  were  evidently  undistinguished  in 
the  apostle's  thoughts.  He  excludes  every  form  of  law 
from  an  inherent  efficacy  to  impart  salvation,  whether 
in  the  shape  of  ceremonial  observances  or  deeds  of 
sanctity  or  refined  morality.  Salvation  is  by  faith  in 
Christ  not  by  works  of  law.  Faith  justifies  because  it 
rests  upon  one  who  satisfied  divine  justice  and  fulfilled 
the  claims  of  law,  so  that  God  looking  upon  the  believer 
as  one  with  Christ,  imputes  the  righteousness  of  the 
head  to  the  members  of  the  spiritual  body.  Justifica- 
tion is  God's  act,  a  forensic  thing  external  to  the  be- 
liever, followed  by  a  subjective  change  in  the  latter. 
This  is  the  way  in  which  Paul  thought  out  the  subject. 
But  a  more  rational  one  maybe  given.  In  justification 
man  becomes  just  and  holy,  that  is,  is  raised  up  to  a 
new  life,  because  he  believes  that  God  is  his  loving 
Father  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  acts  accordingly.  Works 
cannot  be  separated  from  faith.  Indeed  faith  itself  is 
in  one  sense  a  work — an  exercise  of  the  soul  belonging 
to  man  himself,  the  rational  act  of  a  rational  creature, 
as  Baxter  correctly  thought.  Salvation  is  of  grace  ; 
yet  man  works  out  his  salvation.  In  other  words,  God 
loves  his  creatures,  and  has  made  provision  for  their  re- 
demption ;  man  believes  this,  and  shows  his  love  to 
God  by  acting  agreeably  to  His  will.  There  are  degrees 
of  faith  and  love,  that  is,  men  are  in  a  saved  or  justified 
state,  variously.  To  draw  a  line  between  the  saved  and 
not  saved  is  impossible.  The  classes  of  good  and  bad 
run  into  one  another  ;  so  that  God  alone,  whose  judg- 
ments are  pervaded  by  perfect  love  and  justice,  can  dis- 
tinguish them. 

'  Tell  me,  ye  that  desire  to  be  under  the  law,  do  ye 
not  hear  the  law  ?  For  it  is  written,  that  Abraham 
had  two  sons,  the  one  by  a  bondmaid,  the  other  by  a 
fi'eewoman.     But  he  who  was  of  the  bondwoman  was 
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born  after  the  flesh  ;  but  he  of  the  freewoman  was  by 
promise.  Which  things  are  an  allegory  :  for  these  are 
the  two  covenants  ;  the  one  from  the  mount  Sinai, 
which  gendereth  to  bondage,  which  is  Agar.  For  this 
Agar  is  mount  Sinai  in  Arabia,  and  answereth  to  Jeru- 
salem which  now  is,  and  is  in  bondage  with  her  children. 
But  Jerusalem  which  is  above  is  free,  which  is  the 
mother  of  us  all.  For  it  is  written,  Rejoice,  thou 
barren,  that  bearest  not ;  break  forth  and  cry,  thou  that 
travailest  not :  for  the  desolate  hath  many  more  children 
than  she  which  hath  an  husband '  (iv.  21-27). 

This  passage  has  an  important  bearing  on  the  her- 
meneutics  of  the  apostle  Paul.  That  he  sometimes 
adopted  the  rabbinical  mode  of  interpretation  cannot  be 
questioned.  He  allegorises  the  Old  Testament  history, 
as  the  Jews  of  his  time  were  wont  to  do.  What  is 
meant  by  allegorising  it  ?  The  following  remarks  will 
suffice  for  answer. 

1.  Bishop  Marsh  argues^  that  Paul  does  not  pro- 
nounce the  history  itself  an  allegory,  but  merely  de- 
clares it  allegorised.  It  is  one  thing  to  say  that  a  history 
is  allegorised  ;  it  is  another  to  say  that  it  is  allegory 
itself.  Had  the  apostle  meant  that  the  history  was  an 
allegory,  he  need  not  have  allegorised  it.  Paul  treats 
the  portion  of  history  as  an  allegory,  but  does  not 
thereby  convert  it  into  an  allegory.  He  institutes  the 
same  comparison  which  we  institute  in  an  allegory  ; 
but  the  subjects  of  the  comparison  do  not  acquire  the 
same  character  with  the  subjects  of  an  allegory.  This 
reasoning  is  followed  by  Palfrey,  who  bluntly  says  that 
the  rendering,  '  which  things  are  an  allegory,'  '  repre- 
sents Paul  as  saying  precisely  what  he  did  not  mean  to 
say.'  ^  The  argument  is  ingenious  but  nugatory,  the 
common  rendering  being  as  good  as  the  proposed  one. 

^  Lectures  on  the  Criticism  and  Interpretation  of  the  Bihle,  p.  354,  et  sea, 
ed.  1828. 

-  The  Relation  between  Judaism  and  Christianity,  p.  287. 
VOL.  I.  H 
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There  is  no  real  difference  between  the  two  versions  ; 
nor  did  the  apostle  make  linguistic  distinctions,  as  sug- 
gested. He  had  not  '  infidels '  in  view  ;  and  was  not 
therefore  obliged  to  tax  his  ingenuity. 

2.  Scripture  history  may  be  interpreted  allegorically 
in  two  ways.     It  may  be  used  typically,  in  which  case 
the  historical  sense  is  preserved  ;  or  it  may  be  employed 
in  the  genuine  allegorical  sense,  excluding  every  other. 
Tholuck^  argues  that  the  apostle  has  applied  here  a 
typical  sense,  preserving  the  historical  one.     It  is  of 
little  importance  whether  allegorised  means   applied  as 
types,  or  not  ;  the  real  question  is,  Was  the  typical  or 
allegorical  sense  intended  by  the  writers  of  the  Old 
Testament  themselves  ?     A  typical  sense  may  be   as 
fanciful  as  an  allegorical  one.     It  is  an  axiom  of  inter- 
pretation, that  no  passage  has  more  than  one  sense.     If 
so,  the  typical  sense  is  an  imaginary  one— a  mere  appli- 
cation of  history  to  something  which  the  original  writer 
did  not  think  of.     We  hold  that  the  apostle  has  given 
a  mystical  meaning  to  the  narrative  of  Abraham  and 
his  two  sons,  agreeably  to  the  Jewish  mode  of  allegoris- 
ing.    As  a  specimen  of  interpretation,  this  is  fanciful 
and  incorrect  ;  but  it  suited  his  purpose  and  readers. 
Ishmael  had  nothing  to    do  with  the  law  ;  and  it  is 
arbitrary  to  bring  him  as  well  as  Isaac  into  connection 
with  it.     To  the  apostle's  mind  objective  and  subjective 
were  one.    He  treated  the  history  as  pure  allegory  with- 
out an  objective  basis.     Such  exegesis  was  not  peculiar 
to  him.     It  was  that  of  his  time  and  contemporaries. 
The  typical  sense  in  which  he  understood  the  narrative 
did  not  conserve  another  ;  it  was  the  only  one,  accord- 
ing to  the  apostle  ;  who  looked  upon  the  symbolical 
representation  as  the  conveyancer  of  abstract  truth,  not 
of  historical  facts. 

In  making  these  remarks,  we  do  not  deny  that  deeper 
meanings  may  lie  hid  under  the  Old  Testament  history, 

1  Das  alte  Testament  vn  neuen  Testament,  p.  37,  et  seq. 
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still  less  that  Paul  may  be  right,  though  the  Jews  were 
wrong,  in  allegorising.  All  that  is  asserted  is,  that  the 
present  passage  is  an  example  of  arbitrary  type.  Into 
the  wide  question  whether  the  Old  Testament  dispensa- 
tion was  a  system  of  typical  events  and  ordinances,  we 
do  not  enter.  Whatever  answer  be  given  to  it,  one 
thing  cannot  be  denied,  that  fanciful  interpretations  of 
the  Old  Testament  are  met  with  in  the  New  ;  that  senses 
never  meant  by  the  original  writers  are  given  ;  and  that 
the  true  meaning  is  occasionally  misapprehended,  or 
excluded  by  another.  In  such  instances,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  affirm  that  the  writers  give  wrong  senses  ;  their 
hiterpretations  have  all  the  authority  which  the  usage 
of  the  time  gave  them. 

Apologists  try  to  blunt  the  edge  of  these  facts  in 
their  bearing  on  the  nature  of  the  writer's  inspiration 
by  saying,  that  allegorical  interpretations  are  used  as 
illustrations  rather  than  arguments  ;  forgetting  that 
with  Paul,  there  is  no  difference  between  the  two.  It 
is  idle  to  descant  on  the  alleged  dogmatism  which  is 
said  to  set  up  the  intellectual  standard  of  our  age  as  an 
infallible  rule  ;  for  we  measure  the  logic  of  the  apostle 
by  acknowledged  axioms  of  interpretation.  Philosophy 
and  exegesis  are  capable  of  judging  allegory  rightly, 
without  claiming  infallibility  ;  and  it  is  only  the  men 
who  maintain  a  plenary  inspiration  for  the  sacred 
authors — an  infallibility  which  the  authors  themselves 
never  claim — that  conceal  their  imperfect  reasonino-s. 

Our  observations  will  be  confirmed  by  another  pas- 
sage in  the  epistle  (iii.  16),  which  runs  thus  : — 

'  Now  to  Abraham  and  his  seed  were  the  j^i'omises 
made.  He  saith  not.  And  to  seeds,  as  of  many  ;  but 
as  of  one,  And  to  thy  seed,  which  is  Christ.' 

After  saying  that  the  promise  was  made  to  Abraham 
and  his  seed,  an  explanatory  gloss  is  subjoined  to 
strengthen  the  argument.  Paul  states  that  the  words 
of  the  Old  Testament  were,  '  to  thy  seed,'  limiting  the 

H  2 
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noun  to  one  person,  i.e.  Christ,  by  using  the  singular 
not  the  plural  number.  The  reasoning  turns  on  the 
number  of  the  noun,  from  which  it  has  been  concluded 
that  the  apostle  believed  in  the  verbal  mspiration  of  the 
Old  Testament.  The  plural  of  the  Hebrew  word,  here 
rendered  by  a  corresponding  Greek  one,  could  not  have 
been  used,  because  it  only  means  '  crops  of  grain.'  Hence 
it  is  superfluous  to  say  that  he  did  not  employ  the  plural. 
Besides,  the  Hebrew  word  seed^  and  its  Greek  repre- 
sentative,^ are  collective  in  the  singular,  denoting  race 
or  posterity  ;  whereas  seed  is  limited  by  the  apostle  to 
one  person,  i.e.  Christ.  Here  we  have  a  rabbinical  ex- 
position. The  Jews  sometimes  pressed  the  singular  or 
plural  in  this  fashion  ;  and  explained  the  seed  in  Gen. 
iv.  25,  of  Messiah.  The  error,  though  a  grammatical 
one,  affects  the  theological  interpretation.  The  seed  of 
Abraham  meant  nothing  else  than  the  Jewish  people  ; 
and  to  give  it  another  sense  is  contrary  to  exegesis. 
There  is  no  secondary  or  typical  sense  apart  from  the 
historical  one.  If  such  be  assumed,  it  is  independent 
of  the  latter  and  rests  on  an  imaginary  basis.  If  it  be 
evolved  out  of  the  latter,  it  is  only  by  a  spiritualising 
process  that  supersedes  that  which  gives  it  birth.  Al- 
legorical interpretation  sets  aside  the  legitimate  sense. 
In  the  present  instance,  the  seed  of  Abraham  assumes  a 
meaning  which  springs  out  of  the  rabbinical  education 
of  the  apostle.  If  any  wish  to  see  the  efforts  of  an  over- 
strained anxiety  to  defend  this  apostolic  midrash,  let 
him  read  Tholuck's  remarks.  Apologists  fall  into  pal- 
pable blunders  in  upholding  the  accuracy  of  a  rabbinical 
comment,  and  assert  that  his  argument  is  independent  of 
his  philology,  when  the  argument  turns  upon  the  philo- 
logy, since  the  author  infers  that  Christ  alone  is  meant 
because  the  singular  number  of  the  noun  seed  is  used. 
Grammar  and  philology  control  exposition.  Theological, 
resolves  itself  into  grammatical,  interpretation. 

*  p-rrfpfia,  y")l. 
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OKIGIN    OF    THE    CHURCH    AT    ROME. 

The  time  at  which  the  seed  of  the  gospel  was  carried  to 
Rome  is  unknown.  That  it  had  taken  root  there 
during  the  life  of  Christ  is  an  idea  which  cannot  be 
entertained,  though  it  is  sanctioned  by  the  Clementine 
homilies.  The  Jewish  population  of  the  city  was  con- 
siderable in  the  time  of  the  apostles  ;  as  we  learn  from 
Philo,  Josephus,  Dion  Cassius,  and  others.  When 
Pompey  the  Great  -conquered  Judea,  he  sent  large 
numbers  of  the  inhabitants  as  prisoners  to  Rome  to  be 
sold  for  slaves.  Under  Augustus,  the  Mend  of  Herod 
the  Great,  many  of  them  were  liberated  and  made 
Roman  citizens,  having  a  dwelling-place  assigned  them 
beyond  the  Tiber.  The  young  colony  rapidly  increased 
under  the  fostering  influence  of  the  emperor  ;  for  Jose- 
phus states  that  more  than  8,000  belonging  to  Rome 
joined  an  embassy  of  fifty  deputies  from  Judea  to 
second  a  petition  to  Augustus.^  But  they  did  not 
enjoy  constant  favour,  since  Sejanus  had  4,000  trans- 
ported to  Sardinia  ;  and  the  remainder  were  ordered  to 
depart  fi:*om  Italy  on  a  certain  day,  unless  they  re- 
nounced their  religion.^  With  the  fall  of  Sejanus  the 
edict  lost  its  significance  ;  and  imperial  favour  returned 
to  the  Jews.  In  like  manner  Claudius  banished  them 
fi-om  Rome,  a.d.  49  or  50  ;  but  many  must  have  re- 

*  Aviiq.  XVII.  ii.  1.  *  Tacit.  Annal.  ii.  85. 
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turned  soon  after.  Dion  Cassius  testifies  that  Judaism 
continued  to  increase  at  Rome,  in  spite  of  all  the  re- 
strictions and  decrees  issued  against  it.^ 

Were  there  Christians  at  Rome  when  Claudius's 
decree  against  the  Jews  was  issued  ?  This  point  cannot 
be  determined  for  want  of  definite  historical  testimony. 
The  language  of  a  passage  in  Suetonius  bearing  upon 
it  is  ambiguous.  The  emperor,  it  is  said,  '  banished  the 
Jews  from  Rome,  who  were  continually  raising  tumults, 
at  the  instigation  of  Chrestus.'^  If  these  words  refer  to 
disputes  between  Jews  and  Christians,  Christianity  had 
already  found  its  way  into  the  Roman  synagogue.  The 
Romans  mispronounced  the  name  Christus,  taking  it  to 
be  the  same  as  Chrestus,  a  Greek  word  ;  and  therefore 
Suetonius  may  have  meant  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  likely 
that  the  words  of  the  Roman  historian  involve  the 
existence  of  Christians  at  Rome  in  the  time  of  Claudius. 
The  preaching  of  Christ  in  the  Roman  synagogues  was 
a  constant  source  of  disturbance,  and  led  to  the  banish- 
ment of  the  Jews  from  the  city. 

A  passage  in  the  Acts  respecting  Aquila  and  Pris- 
cilla  is  also  indefinite  in  its  bearing  on  the  point.  '  And 
found  a  certain  Jew  named  Aquila,  born  in  Pontus, 
lately  come  from  Italy  with  his  wife  Priscilla  (because 
that  Claudius  had  commanded  all  Jews  to  depart  from 
Rome),  and  came  unto  them  '  (xviii.  2).  Some  may 
suppose  that  Aquila  was  still  a  Jew,  because  he  is  so 
called,  without  a  word  to  indicate  his  faith  in  Chris- 
tianity. But  Jewish  Christians  are  styled  so  in  Acts 
xxi.  39  ;  xxii.  3.  Nothing  prevents  the  supposition 
that  Aquila  is  called  a  Jew  even  after  he  had  em- 
braced Christianity,  in  order  to  distinguish  his  nation. 
If  Aquila  and  Priscilla  were  already  Christians,  we  can 
explain  why  Paul  attached  himself  to  them  so  soon. 
Similarity  in  faith  and  in  occupation  drew  him  to  their 
abode   rather   than    to   that   of    other   tent-makers  at 

^  Jlistor.  xxxvii.  17.  '  Claud,  chap.  xxv. 
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Corinth.  It  is  possible  that  he  may  have  become  a 
convert  after  leaving  Rome,  and  before  arriving  at 
Corinth,  but  it  is  not  probable  ;  and  if  he  first  made  a 
profession  of  Christianity  at  the  latter  city,  his  altered 
sentiments  were  the  result  of  Paul's  teaching.  On  the 
whole,  it  is  probable  that  Aquila  and  Priscilla  were 
Christians  before  leaving  Rome  ;  though  the  language 
of  Acts  xviii.  2  is  not  decisive  in  regard  to  it.  The 
fact  of  their  Christianity  before  Claudius's  decree  is  not 
inconsistent  with  its  being  directed  against  the  Jews, 
because  the  Romans  did  not  distinguish  between  Jews 
and  Jewish  Christians ;  their  laws  making  no  separa- 
tion between  the  two  religions.  We  agree  with  those 
who  assume  the  existence  of  Christians  at  Rome  when 
Claudius's  edict  was  issued  ;  and  reckon  Aquila  with 
his  wife  among  the  number.  How  long  they  were  such 
cannot  be  known.  It  has  been  conjectured  that  Jews 
from  Rome  who  were  present  at  Jerusalem  on  the  day 
of  Pentecost,  returned  home  with  the  seed  of  the  new 
religion  (Acts  ii.  10)  ;  and  that  Jewish  Christians, 
scattered  abroad  by  the  persecution  arising  after 
Stephen's  death,  may  have  found  their  way  to  the 
metropolis.  The  extraordinary  influx  of  foreigners 
from  all  parts  of  the  empire  furnishes  ground  for  be- 
lieving that  the  gospel  took  early  root  in  the  imperial 
city.  The  constant  intercourse  between  it  and  the 
provinces  might  make  many  acquainted  with  the  new 
religion  whose  converts  became  so  numerous. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church  asserts  that  Peter  was 
the  founder  and  first  bishop  of  the  Christian  community 
at  Rome.  The  earliest  documents  which  speak  of  him 
in  Rome  (or  Babylon)  are  the  first  epistle  of  Peter,  and 
the  Clementine  homilies,  both  composed  in  the  last  half 
of  the  second  century.  The  latter  work,  written  in  the 
interest  of  Petrine  as  opposed  to  Pauline  Christianity, 
makes  him  follow  Simon  Maffus  to  Rome.  The  original 
sense   of  this  Ebionite   tradition  was  afterwards  for- 
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gotten  ;  Simon  being  retained  only  as  an  arch -heretic, 
the  father  of  all  Gnostics.  The  "Catholic  Church,  looking 
for  its  basis  in  Peter  and  Paul,  made  both  apostles  live 
and  work  together  in  Rome  for  several  years.  Justin 
Martyr  places  the  arrival  of  Simon  in  Rome  under 
Claudius  ;  and  as  Paul  came  in  the  reign  of  Nero,  it 
was  necessary  to  bring  down  Peter's  arrival  in  Rome 
to  the  time  of  Nero,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  two 
in  friendly  co-operation.  The  harmonising  of  the  dis- 
cordant accounts  was  effected  in  different  ways,  which 
are  seen  in  the  work  called  the  '  Preaching  of  Peter  '  and 
in  the  'Acts  of  Peter  and  Paul,'  both  Catholic  productions 
of  the  second  century.  The  same  conciliatory  tendency 
presents  itself  in  the  writings  of  the  early  fathers,  all  of 
whom  entertained  the  idea  of  one  Catholic  Church 
founded  by  the  two  prominent  apostles,  who  represented 
the  primitive  and  posterior  forms  of  Christianity.  It 
was  natural  that  the  true  sense  of  the  earliest  tradition 
about  Peter's  antagonism  to  Paul,  which  appears  in  the 
Clementine  homilies,  should  be  supplanted  by  one 
originating  in  the  interest  of  a  newly  developing  Cath- 
olic church.^ 

According  to  Dionysius  of  Corinth,  in  his  epistle 
to  the  Corinthians,  as  Eusebius  records,  Peter  and 
Paul  were  associated  in  founding  the  Roman  church  ;^ 
which  agrees  with  Irengeiis's  testimony.^  Clement  of 
Alexandria  says,  that  the  apostle  Peter  came  to 
Rome  in  the  reign  of  Claudius  to  confront  Simon 
Mao-US  ;*  with  which  agrees  Eusebius's  statement  that 
he  founded  the  church  in  the  first  year  of  Claudius 
(a.d.  41  or  42).^  This  early  creation  of  Peter's  apostolic 
ao-ency  at  Rome  was  necessary  for  a  twenty-five  years' 
ei)iscopate.''     The  Liberian  catalogue  of  Popes  of  the 

'  See  Lipsius's  Die  Quellen  da-  Edinischen  Petrussage,  ]  872. 

■'  Ap.  Euseb.  H.  E.  ii.  14. 

»  Chron.  lib.  W.—Opp.  vol.  i.  p.  539,  ed.  Migne. 

■*  Be.  Script.  Eccles.  c.  i. 

i  H.  E.  ii.  25.  *  Ap.  Eu,seb.  //.  E.  v.  8. 
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year  354,  founded  on  the  older  chronicle  of  Hippolytns 
till  234,  makes  Peter  Bishop  of  Rome  for  twenty-five 
years,  one  month,  and  nine  days.  Hence  Jerome  states 
that  he  governed  the  church  for  twenty-five  years  ;  and 
the  belief  became  common. 

These  patristic  statements  are  refuted  by  the  New 
Testament  ;  for — 

(a.)  Peter  was  still  at  Jerusalem  when  the  so-called 
apostolic  council  was  held  there,  about  the  twelfth  year 
of  Claudius's  reign. 

(b.)  In  speaking  of  Paul's  coming  to  Rome,  the  writer 
of  the  Acts  never  alludes  to  Peter,  nor  intimates  that 
the  church  had  such  a  founder.  The  brethren  met  him, 
and  he  spent  two  years  with  them.  Is  not  this  silence 
unfavourable  to  the  opinion  either  that  Peter  had  been 
or  was  there  at  the  time  ? 

(c.)  The  epistles  supposed  to  be  written  by  Paul 
during  his  imprisonment  make  no  allusion  to  Peter. 
Neither  does  the  latter  send  any  salutation  to  the  readers 
of  those  epistles.  Aristarchus,  Marcus,  and  Justus  are 
declared  to  be  Paul's  only  fellow- workers  in  the  king- 
dom of  God  (Coloss.  iv.  11),  Epaphras,  Luke,  and  the 
saints  of  Caesar's  household  are  also  mentioned.  It  is  im- 
possible that  Peter  could  have  been  overlooked  in  the 
epistles,  if  he  was  at  Rome  when  they  were  Avritten, 
especially  as  the  salutations  of  inferior  persons  are 
noticed  ;  and  it  is  most  improbable  that  he  had  been 
there  before,  since  there  is  no  hint  of  previous  residence. 

(d.)  Had  the  Roman  believers  enjoyed  the  teaching 
or  episcopal  superintendence  of  Peter,  Paul,  who  declares 
that  he  had  striven  to  preach  the  gospel  where  it  had 
not  been  heard  before,  lest  he  should  build  on  another's 
foundation,  would  not  have  been  anxious  to  visit  and 
instruct  them. 

(e.)  The  epistle  contains  no  salutation  to  Peter,  and 
therefore  he  was  not  at  Rome  when  it  was  written. 

These  considerations  disprove  the  ancient  tradition 
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that  Peter  was  at  Rome  either  in  Claudius's  reign,  or 
before  the  writing  of  the  letter. 

Learned  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
have  not  all  adopted  the  tradition  in  question  ;  for 
Feilmoser  concludes  that  Peter  could  not  have  been  in 
the  imperial  city  sooner  than  a  year  before  his  death. ^ 

It  follows  from  these  remarks,  that  Christianity  was 
introduced  into  Rome  as  early  at  least  as  the  middle  of 
the  first  century,  and  that  the  original  converts  were 
Jewish  Christians.  The  name  of  Jesus  was  first  heard 
in  the  synagogue,  and  the  church  at  its  commencement 
was  a  Jewish  Christian  one.  Heathenism  had  ceased  to 
satisfy  reflecting  pagans,  who  longed  for  a  purer  wor- 
ship and  turned  to  the  Jewish  religion,  so  that  ac- 
cording to  Seneca,  in  a  fragment  preserved  by  Augus- 
tine,^ the  conquered  gave  laws  to  the  conquerors. 
Juvenal  too,  in  his  sixth  satire,  ridicules  the  Jew-loving 
Romans. 

COMPOSITION    OF    THE    CHURCH    WHEN    THE   APOSTLE 

WEOTE. 

Though  the  tradition  of  Peter's  founding  the  church 
is  unhistorical,  a  fact  lies  at  the  root  of  it,  viz.  that 
the  church  was  originally  Petrine  or  Jewish  Christian. 
But  during  the  eight  or  nine  years  of  its  existence  till 
Paul's  letter  was  written,  a  change  may  have  passed 
over  it.  Gentiles  may  have  associated  themselves  with 
it  in  such  numbers  as  to  exceed  the  primitive  class  and 
give  it  another  character.  Converts  from  Gentilism 
may  have  altered  the  prevailing  type  into  a  Gentile- 
Christian  one.  It  is  assumed  that  the  edict  of  Clau- 
dius had  the  effect  of  separating  the  Roman  Christians 
as  much  as  possible  from  all  connection  with  the  un- 
believing synagogue,  in  order  to  escape  the  conse- 
quences of  it.     But  this  and  similar  assumptions  about 

*  Eirdeittmg,  p.  106,  et  seq,  ^  De  Cimtate  Dei,  lib.  vii.  c,  11. 
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the  decree  of  the  Emperor  are  precarious.  It  is  im- 
probable that  all  the  Jewish  Christians  were  expelled 
along  with  every  Jew  in  Rome,  leaving  the  church  there 
to  consist  of  converts  from  heathenism  only.  The 
mildness  and  humanity  of  Nero  in  the  first  five  years 
of  his  reign  would  allow  the  mass  of  the  expelled  to 
return  and  resume  their  place  in  the  community  as 
Christians.  But  all  reasoning  about  the  clianged  rela- 
tions of  the  Roman  church  in  the  interval  between  its 
founding  and  the  receipt  of  the  apostle's  letter  has  no 
proper  basis.  The  relative  proportion  of  Jewish  and 
Gentile  converts  can  only  be  settled  by  the  epistle  itself. 
The  constitution  of  the  church  when  the  apostle 
wrote  is  a  subject  of  debate.  The  most  probable 
opinion  is  that  the  Jewish  Christian  element  largely 
preponderated  ;  though  a  contrary  view  is  held  by 
Hofmann,  Tholuck,  and  Philippi.  The  church  seems 
to  have  been  large.  Paul  says,  at  least,  that  their  faith 
was  spoken  of  throughout  the  whole  world.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  assign  a  reason  for  the  apostle  omitting 
to  mention  elders  and  deacons.  Perhaps  these  oflicers 
were  not  then  among  them  ;  or  the  writer's  want  of 
knowledge  may  account  for  his  silence.  We  cannot 
tell  whether  there  was  a  regularly  organised  church  ; 
whether  the  believers  met  in  one  place  ;  or  whether 
they  gathered  in  separate  localities.  It  is  probable, 
however,  that  there  was  no  definite  organisation  ;  and 
that  the  believers  met  in  different  places  ;  in  the  house 
of  Aquila  and  elsewhere.  Whatever  unity  of  belief  and 
feeling  existed  among  them,  their  outward  organisation 
showed  little  compactness.  The  term  church  is  not 
applied  to  them,  nor  are  bishops  and  deacons  spoken 
of,  as  in  the  Philippian  epistle.  But  it  is  unsafe  to 
argue  from  the  absence  of  these  expressions,  respecting 
the  existence  or  non-existence  of  ^formed  church.  Nor 
can  xiii.  1 1  be  built  upon  in  relation  to  the  point,  though 
Ewald  thinks  it  may.     Whatever  may  have  been  their 
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external  arrangements,  the  mutual  spirit  of  the  believerf. 
was  not  a  model  of  love,  if  Jewish  and  Gentile  Chris- 
tians formed  distinct  portions  of  the  one  community  ; 
for  the  narrowness  of  the  one  prevented  cordial  sym- 
pathy with  the  other. 

How  far  the  apostle  was  aware  of  their  exact  state 
is  a  question  that  cannot  be  answered.  He  had  doubt- 
less received  accounts  from  converts  who  visited  him  in 
Greece  and  elsewhere  ;  but  his  knowledge  must  have 
been  general,  unless  there  was  frequent  intercourse  be- 
tween him  and  Christians  in  the  metropolis. 

No  light  can  be  thrown  upon  the  state  of  the  church 
at  Rome  when  the  apostle  wrote,  by  the  conclusion  of 
the  Acts  where  his  personal  arrival  in  the  city  is  men- 
tioned, because  that  narrative  is  unhistorical.  How 
could  the  leaders  of  the  Jews  be  so  ignorant  of  Chris- 
tianity, when  a  numerous  church  existed  near  them 
with  many  Jewish  converts  belonging  to  it  ?  The 
community  was  not  so  insignificant  as  to  elude  their 
observation  or  excite  their  contempt.  The  Jews  and 
Christians  of  the  metropolis  were  too  much  identified  in 
opposition  to  heathenism  not  to  know  one  another.  The 
epistle  itself  afi^ords  the  only  means  of  ascertaining  the 
actual  composition  of  the  community,  whether  it  was 
more  Jewish  or  Gentile.  That  the  mass  of  believers 
consisted  of  Gentile  Christians  has  been  inferred  from 
several  passages,  chiefly  the  following  : — 

'  By  whom  we  have  received  grace  and  apostleship 
for  obedience  to  the  faith  among  all  nations  for  his  name, 
among  ichom  are  ye  also  the  called  of  Jesus  Christ ' 
(i.  5,  6).  Here  the  word  rendered  nations  means  Gen- 
tiles generally  ;  and  though  it  might  be  said  of  born 
Jews  that  they  lived  among  the  heathen  at  Rome,  it  is 
more  agreeable  to  the  language  of  the  apostle  to  under- 
stand him  as  saying  that  his  readers  were  a  part  of  the 
heathen  to  whom  his  apostleship  referred. 

'  Now  I  would  not  have  you  ignorant,  brethren,  that 
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oftentimes  I  purposed  to  come  unto  you  (but  was  let 
hitherto),  that  I  might  have  some  fruit  among  you  also, 
even  as  among  other  Gentiles'  (i.  13).  These  words  are 
more  exact  than  the  last  in  affirming  that  the  commu- 
nity was  a  Gentile  one,  composed  of  converts  from 
heathenism.  Mangold  errs  in  confining  the  fruit  which 
Paul  wished  to  gather  among  them  to  the  converting  of 
Gentiles  in  Rome  ;^  it  refers  to  activity  among  Roman 
Christians  already  converted. 

A  third  place,  on  which  Tholuck  ^  lays  considerable 
stress,  is  in  the  15th  chapter.  '  Nevertheless,  brethren, 
I  have  written  the  more  boldly  unto  you,  in  some  sort 
as  putting  you  in  mmd,  because  of  the  grace  that  is 
given  to  me  of  God,  that  I  should  be  the  minister  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  the  Gentiles,  ministering  the  gospel  of 
God,  that  the  offering  up  of  the  Gentiles  might  be 
acceptable,  being  sanctified  by  the  Holy  Ghost '  (xv. 
15,  16).  Here  Paul  announces  himself  the  minister  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  the  Gentiles,  that  the  offering  of  the 
Gentiles  might  be  acceptable  to  God.  But  the  context 
does  not  necessarily  limit  the  offering  of  the  Gentiles  to 
that  of  the  Roman  Christians. 

Other  passages,  such  as  xi.  13,  17-24,  28,  30,  where 
the  writer  turns  to  the  Gentile  Roman  Christians,  are 
consistent  with  the  assumption  that  the  majority  of  the 
church  was  Jewish.  Indeed  the  words  of  xi.  13,  'I 
speak  to  you  Gentiles,'  imply  that  they  were  a  minority. 
The  reasoning  of  the  apostle  throughout  the  epistle 
supposes  Jewish  readers  acquainted  with  the  law.  This 
is  conspicuous  in  chaps,  ix.-xi.,  inii.-iv.,  and  elsewhere. 
The  general  argument  is  unintelligible  or  at  least  irre- 
levant, without  an  implied  relation  to  Jewish  modes  of 
thought.  How  then  are  we  to  reconcile  the  two  con- 
flicting phenomena  ?  How  bring  together  the  plain 
statements  in  i.   13,  where  the  Roman   Christians  are 

'  Der  Rmnerbrief  nnd  die  Anfdnge  der  Romischen  Gemeinde,  p.  82. 
'   Comineiitnr  zum  Briefe  Pauli  an  die  Homer,  Einleit.  §  2, 
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called  Gentiles,  and  in  vii.  1,  where  the  writer  speaks  to 
them  '  that  know  the  law '  ?  The  explanation  that  the 
apostle  turns  to  one  class  m  the  church  in  some  parts 
of  the  epistle,  and  in  other  parts  to  another  class,  hardly 
meets  the  case.  If  we  suppose  with  some  critics,  that 
the  great  majority  of  the  church  were  Gentile  Christians, 
the  opinion  does  not  harmonise  with  the  general  tone  of 
the  letter,  or  the  knowledge  of  the  law  presupposed  in 
the  readers,  unless  those  Gentile  Christians  were  Jewish 
proselytes.  And  the  testimony  of  a  few  passages  is  too 
plain  to  allow  of  the  opinion  that  the  church  was  for  the 
most  part  Jewish  Christian,  unless  that  prevailing 
element  in  it  consisted  of  native  Jewish  Christians  and 
Jewish  converts  of  Gentile  extraction.  Here  is  the 
solution  of  the  difficulty  proposed  by  Prof.  Jowett. 
'  The  Roman  church  appeared  to  be  at  once  Jewish  and 
Gentile  ;  Jewish  in  feeling,  Gentile  in  origin.  Jewish, 
because  the  apostle  everywhere  argues  "v\T.th  them  as 
Jews  ;  Gentile,  because  he  expressly  addresses  them  by 
name  as  such.'^  This  is  scarcely  correct.  The  centre 
of  the  church  was  Jewish,  to  which  a  Gentile  growth 
was  added.  The  mass  consisted  of  Jewish  Christians  ; 
but  there  was  a  considerable  number  of  Gentiles.  Whe- 
ther the  latter  had  passed  through  Judaism  into  Chris- 
tianity, or  directly  from  paganism  to  Christianity,  can- 
not be  ascertained.  It  will  always  be  a  debateable  point 
whether  the  majority  consisted  of  Jewish  or  Gentile 
Christians  ;  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  the  church's 
Jewish  origin.  We  believe  in  the  predominance  of  the 
Jewish  Christian  element,  with  a  strong  infusion  of  the 
Gentile  Christian  one.  Beyschlag's  plausible  hypothesis 
that  the  church  consisted  of  Jewish  proselytes  coincides 
with  Jowett' s  ;  but  we  cannot  agree  with  it.  Some 
parts  of  the  letter  presuppose  the  existence  of  two 
parties,  between  whom  there  was  a  degree  of  jealousy. 

*  St.    PauVs    Uptstles    to    the    Theisalonians,    Galatians,   Romans,   &c., 
vol.  ii.  p.  23,  2nd  ed. 
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The  seeds  of  dissension  lay  in  their  doctrinal  views. 
The  Jew,  after  embracing  Christianity,  was  still  attached 
to  the  Mosaic  law,  and  valued  it  too  highly  to  renounce 
it  at  once.  He  sought  salvation  through  Christ  in  con- 
nection with  the  rites  in  which  he  had  been  nurtured. 
The  Gentile  Christian,  despising  Jewish  partiality  to 
outward  forms,  presumed,  in  his  sense  of  freedom,  to  do 
things  likely  to  offend  the  conscience  of  his  less  en- 
lightened brother.  Thus  there  was  a  constant  tendency 
to  separation  between  the  parties.  The  elements  of 
strife  appeared  in  the  Roman  church  when  Paul  wrote 
his  epistle,  but  were  less  visible  and  marked  than  in  the 
Galatian  congregations.  Various  allusions  in  the  closing 
chapters  imply  the  existence  of  Judaic  prejudices.  The 
admonitions  addressed  to  the  weak  and  the  strong^  in 
the  14th  chapter  refer  to  Jewish  and  Gentile  Christians 
respectively.  To  what  extent  alienation  between  them 
had  proceeded  it  is  difficult  to  tell ;  but  it  had  produced 
no  rupture.  The  parties  were  not  yet  strongly  arrayed 
against  one  another.  The  pretensions  of  the  Jewish 
Christians  do  not  seem  to  have  been  arrogant  aorainst 
theu'  Gentile  brethren  ;  but  though  no  breach  had  been 
effected,  the  one  had  deep-rooted  scruples  about  the  ad- 
mission of  the  Gentiles  to  the  full  privileges  of  God's 
people.  The  question  of  circumcision  had  not  separated 
them.  Still  there  was  the  Jewish  tendency  on  one 
hand,  and  the  free  spirit  on  the  other  ;  the  former,  the 
more  prominent  and  stronger.  The  apostle  himself 
knew  its  stubbornness,  for  it  lessened  his  authority  and 
thwarted  the  genius  of  the  gospel  he  preached.  But  he 
could  treat  it  tenderly  as  well  as  firmly,  because  his 
love  for  his  countrymen  was  strong,  frequently  bursting 
forth  in  the  midst  of  anti- Judaic  reasonings  and  mode- 
rating their  vehemence.  We  see  a  constant  conflict 
between  his  convictions  and  feelings  :  the  former  too 
deep  to  be  changed,  the  latter  too  strong  to  be  repressed, 
too  ardent  to  be  quenched  even  by  opposition. 
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THE    APOSTLE  S    OBJECT    OR    DESIGN    IN    WRITING. 

The  object  of  Paul  in  the  present  epistle  may  be 
repre.sented  in  a  light  so  general  as  either  to  exclude 
all  references  to  the  special  relations  of  the  church  ;  or 
to  reduce  their  intrinsic  value  to  comparative  insignifi- 
cance. This  has  been  done  by  such  critics  as  Olshausen, 
who  suppose  that  the  writer  intended  to  set  forth  the 
essential  truths  of  the  gospel  in  their  adaptation  to 
sinful  humanity — to  expound  the  plan  of  salvation  as 
conferrmg  equal  blessings  on  all.  According  to  the 
view  in  question,  the  cardinal  doctrines  of  Christianity 
are  inculcated  in  substance.  The  apostle's  design  was 
didactic  and  comprehensive,  giving  rise  to  an  epistle 
of  ampler  range  and  profounder  views  than  any  other 
apostolic  communication — to  a  doctrinal  treatise  rather 
than  a  letter.  This  view  of  the  epistle  is  maintained 
by  many  good  critics,  including  De  Wette  and  Reiche. 
But  though  the  ground  taken  by  the  writer  is  general 
like  his  commission,  there  is  reason  for  doubting  the 
correctness  of  the  opmion.  In  all  other  instances,  the 
epistles  arose  out  of  certain  circumstances  in  the  state 
of  the  parties  addressed,  and  the  connection  between 
them  and  the  writer.  Nor  should  the  present  be  made 
an  exception,  especially  as  the  letter  itself  is  not  un- 
coloured  by  the  condition  and  feelings  of  those  to  whom 
it  is  directed.  Analogy  is  against  a  general  didactic 
object.  The  letter  was  suggested  by  the  relations  of 
the  Roman  community  itself.  It  originated  in  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  church  ;  and  refers  to  the  members 
of  it  more  or  less  definitely.  An  object  so  general  as 
that  of  an  exposition  of  the  gospel  to  the  Roman  con- 
verts, savours  of  modern  theology,  rather  than  of  the 
first  century  in  which  Christianity  was  not  only  appre- 
hended very  differently  by  different  parties,  especially 
by    Jewish    and    G-entile    Christians,    but    taught    by 
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apostles  in  a  wider  or  narrower,  a  more  liberal  or  more 
sectarian  form,  according  to  educational  prepossessions 
or  mental  tendencies.  Christian  truth  did  not  lie  in 
the  minds  of  the  apostles  as  a  complete  whole  which 
they  had  only  to  set  forth  in  its  absolute  relations.  It 
was  progressively  developed  within  them,  becoming- 
clearer  to  their  consciousness  according  to  subjective 
and  objective  conditions.  They  were  men  of  a  peculiar 
age,  one  characterised  by  rapid  changes  and  revolu- 
tionary ideas.  They  were  in  the  midst  of  moving- 
events  ;  extraordinary  impulses  without,  and  a  divine 
spirit  remarkably  active,  within.  Hence  they  could  not, 
like  us  moderns,  give  forth  a  wide  scheme  of  doctrine, 
the  result  of  calm  reflection,  as  a  perfect  or  complete 
synopsis  for  the  future  as  well  as  the  present.  Their 
ideas  were  shaped  by  prevalent  currents  of  thought, 
and  came  with  the  limitations  created  by  local  and 
temporary  exigencies. 

The  purpose  of  the  apostle  was  not  so  wide  as  the 
writing  of  a  theological  compendium  for  the  use  of  the 
Roman  Christians  either  alone  or  with  others.  Baur 
makes  it  polemic.  Believing  that  the  Jewish  Christians 
formed  the  chief  part  of  the  Roman  church  and  that 
an  anti-Pauline  tendency  had  begun  to  develop  itself 
early  among  them,  he  supposes  that  they  took  offence 
at  the  ministry  of  Paul  because  they  saw  it  effective  in 
bringing  constantly  increasing  numbers  into  the  kinsc- 
dom  of  INIessiah,  while  Israel  as  a  nation  was  excluded. 
They  made  objections,  therefore,  to  the  apostle's  univer- 
salism.  As  long  as  the  nation  of  Israel  did  not  parti- 
cipate in  the  grace  of  the  gospel,  they  regarded  the 
reception  of  the  Gentiles  as  an  abridgment  of  their 
prerogatives — an  injustice  done  to  them — a  barrier  to 
the  promises  given  to  Jehovah's  people.  Asserting 
that  Christian  salvation  has  only  a  particular  bearing, 
they  thought  that  the  bestowment  of  grace  depended  on 
national  privileges.     The  epistle  was  written  to  meet 

VOL.  I.  T 
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tliis  state  of  feeling  in  the  church  ;  and  is  therefore 
a  justification  of  Paul's  apostleship,  called  forth  by 
Jewish  antagonism.  No  friendly  circumstances  gave 
rise  to  it.  It  grew  out  of  unfavourable  views  in  a 
church  where  the  Gentile  Christians  were  nothing  com- 
pared with  the  Jewish  believers.  Hence  the  tone  is 
polemic  or  at  least  apologetic.^ 

Agreeably  to  this  hypothesis,  Baur  regards  chapters 
ix.-xi.  as  the  centre  and  nucleus  of  the  entire  epistle — 
the  essential  portion  which  gave  occasion  to  the  whole. 

The  opinion  in  question  comes  near  the  true  view 
of  the  writer's  object,  but  is  hardly  correct,  because  it 
implies  too  wide  a  separation  between  the  Jewish  and 
Gentile  Christians  in  the  Roman  church  ;  pushing  the 
influence  as  well  as  the  pretensions  of  the  former  to 
excess  by  reducing  the  latter  to  an  insignificant  mini- 
mum. It  also  overlooks  some  of  the  apostle's  own 
declarations,  especially  those  in  the  introduction  to 
the  letter  (i.  1-17),  and  undervalues  the  first  eight 
chapters. 

We  cannot  accept  the  view,  either  as  the  critic  sets 
it  forth,  or  in  the  modified  form  which  Mangold  gives 
it.^  The  occasion  of  writing  was  the  particular  state 
of  the  church  at  Rome.  Certain  special  injunctions 
were  not  suggested  by  the  possibility  of  disturbing 
influences  within  tlie  church,  nor  by  what  the  apostle 
had  encountered  in  Galatia  and  Corinth,  but  by  existing 
facts.  Yet  the  tendency  and  tone  are  general,  because 
the  apostle's  design  was  to  explain  and  justify  the 
gospel  of  universalism  which  he  preached  to  the  hea- 
then, rather  than  his  own  apostleship.  By  this  means 
he  met  the  scruples  of  the  Jewish  Christians  respecting 
the  admission  of  the  Gentiles  to  the  same  privileges 
with  the  Jews,  and  showed  the  inability  of  the  law  to 
bestow  a  righteousness  attainable  through  faith  alone. 

^   Paiilus  der  Apostel  Jesri  Chj-isfi,  p,  341,  ef  seq. 

'^  Der  Jio/nerbrief  u)ul  die  Aiifiinyc  der  Romischen  Genieiride,  1866. 
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The  occasion  was  special ;  the  object  general.  Hence 
the  letter  was  not  meant  for  a  compendium  of  evange- 
lical doctrine,  or  a  system  of  dogmatic  theology.  Neither 
is  it  a  general  summary  of  what  Paul  had  written 
before,  or  a  combination  of  the  fragmentary  teachino- 
contained  in  other  letters.  It  was  written  to  establish 
the  validity  of  his  mission  by  developing  '  the  rio-ht- 
eousness  of  God '  in  connection  with  the  cross  of  Christ. 
Through  such  doctrme  he  aims  at  forming  the  con- 
sciousness of  the  Jewish  Christians  into  the  belief  in 
one  appointed  way  of  uniting  man  with  God — one  all- 
sufficient  atonement  effected  by  the  sacrificial  death  of 
the  Messiah  fulfilling  di\dne  justice  and  introducing  a 
new  righteousness.  The  germs  of  ideas  contamed'^in 
precedmg  letters  are  fully  developed.  The  apostle's 
tone  is  expository  and  indirectly  polemic.  The  views 
of  the  Jewish  Christians  who  formed  the  body  of  the 
church,  their  theocratic  scruples  respecting  the  Gentiles, 
their  national  prepossessions,  are  efi'ectually  combated, 
not  by  direct  antagonism,  but  in  the  exposition  and 
defence  of  the  truth  which  he  preached  as  the  peculiar 
apostle  of  the  Gentiles.  Such  procedure  would  further 
the  spiritual  life  of  the  Christian  body  at  Rome,  and 
unite  the  parties  in  a  common  faith. 


TIME    AND    PLACE    OF    WRITING. 

When  the  apostle  wrote,  he  was  about  to  go  to  Jeru- 
salem to  minister  to  the  saints,  with  contributions  from 
Macedonia  and  Achaia  (xv.  25-27),  which  indicates  his 
last  abode  in  Achaia  of  three  months'  duration  (Acts 
XX.  3).  He  intended  to  pass  from  Achaia  to  Syria,  in 
order  to  get  to  Jerusalem  directly;  but  was  compelled 
by  the  machinations  of  the  Jews  to  take  another  way, 
back  through  Macedonia.  This  alteration  of  plan  had  not 
been  made  when  he  wrote,  else  he  would  have  noticed 
it.     We  infer,  therefore,  that  the  epistle  was  composed 

r  2 
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before  he  set  out  again  from  Achaia.  Corinth  was  the 
chief  city  ;  and  we  may  fix  upon  it  as  the  place  of  his 
three  months'  stay.  That  it  was  written  there  may  be 
inferred  from  the  fact,  that  Caius,  an  inhabitant  of 
Corinth,  sends  a  salutation  to  the  Roman  Christians. 
Erastus  is  also  mentioned  as  steward  of  the  city  where 
the  apostle  wrote  ;  and  we  learn  from  2  Tim.  iv.  20, 
that  he  dwelt  at  Corinth.  Phoebe,  a  deaconess  of  the 
church  at  Cenchrea,  is  also  commended  to  the  Romans; 
and  Cenchrea  was  the  port  of  Corinth.  From  the  man- 
ner in  which  she  is  introduced  to  the  favourable  regard 
of  the  Roman  Christians,  it  is  conjectured  that  she  was 
the  bearer  of  the  letter,  either  alone  or  with  others.  It 
should  be  remembered,  however,  that  these  indications 
of  time  and  place  are  drawn  from  the  16th  chapter,  the 
authenticity  of  which  is  very  questionable.  The  epistle 
was  written  a.d.  58. 

AUTHENTICITY. 

The  authenticity  of  the  epistle  has  been  called  in 
question  by  Evanson  and  Bruno  Bauer,  but  is  amply 
attested,  both  by  the  most  ancient  witnesses  and  inter- 
nal evidence. 

Clement  of  Rome  writes  :  '  Casting  off  from  us  all 
unrighteousness  and  iniquity,  covetousness,  debates,  ma- 
lignities and  deceits,  whisperings  and  backbitings,  hatred 
of  God,  pride  and  boasting,  vain  glory  and  ambition. 
For  they  that  do  such  things  are  hateful  to  God  ;  and 
not  only  they  that  do  them,  but  they  also  who  have 
pleasure  in  them.'  (Compare  Rom.  i.  29-32.)^  Com- 
pare also  Rom.  iii.  29  with  ch.  xxx.  ;  xii.  5  with  ch. 
xlvi.  ;  xiv.  1  with  ch.  xxxviii. 

'  dnoppiyl^ai'Tfs  d<^*  eavrav  naaav  a8iKiav  Koi  dvo/xlav,  TrXeove^iav,  tpeis, 
KUKorfdflai  T(  Ka\  hokovi,  \l/i6vpia-fiovs  re  koi  KaraXaXins,  dfoaTvylap,  vnepTjcpa- 
vinv  T€  Kf((  oKn^nvfinv,  Kefo^o^iav  re  Koi  drf)i\n^€Viav.  Tavra  yap  oi  npaaarovres 
(TTvyr]To\  TW  060)  v7rdpx"V(TiV  ov  pdvov  8e  n'l  TrpdcrcrovTei  avrd,  dWa  Koi  o'l 
fnn>ev^oKovvTf<:  (iiVoiv. — 1  I'/i.  od  Cor.  C.  xxxv. 
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Polycarp  has  the  following  :  ^  And  must  all  stand 
before  the  judgment- seat  of  Christ,  and  every  one  give 
an  account  for  himself   (Rom.  xiv.  10).' 

Theophilus  of  Antioch  (180)  says  :  '  To  them  who 
by  patient  continuance  in  well-doing  seek  for  immor- 
tality, He  will  give  eternal  life,  joy,  peace,  rest,  and 
many  good  things,  &c.  .  .  .  But  to  the  unbelieving  and 
the  despisers,  and  them  that  obey  not  the  truth,  but  obey 
unrighteousness  ....  shall  be  wrath  and  indignation, 
tribulation  and  anguish'  (compare  Rom.  ii.  6-9 ).''^  In 
another  place,  '  Honour  to  whom  honour,  fear  to  whom 
fear,  tribute  to  whom  tribute  ;  to  owe  no  man  anything 
but  only  to  love  all  men  '  (Rom.  xiii.  7,  8).^ 

In  the  epistle  of  the  churches  of  Vienne  and  Lyons 
(180),  occurs  the  following  quotation  :  '  Showing  indeed 
that  the  suiferings  of  this  present  time  are  not  worthy 
to  be  compared  with  the  glory  that  shall  be  revealed  in 
us'  (Rom.  viii.  18).^ 

Irenasus  is  the  first  who  expressly  quotes  the  epistle 
as  Paul's  :  '  This  same  thing  Paul  has  explained,  writmg 
to  the  Romans  :  "Paul,  an  apostle  of  Jesus  Christ,  pre- 
destinated to  the  gospel  of  God,  which  He  promised  by 
his  prophets,"  &c.  And  again,  writing  to  the  Romans,  he 
says  of  Israel,  "  Whose  are  the  fathers,  and  of  whom,  as 
concerning  the  flesh,  Christ  came,  who  is  God  over  all, 
blessed  for  evermore."  '^ 

'  Trdvras  Set  Trapa(rTr]vai  ra  /3r;^art  rov  XptaTov,  Kal  fKacrrov  iinep  fiivTov 
Xoyov  8ovvai. — Ad  Philipp.  C.  6. 

*  rols  fiev  KciO"  vnopovrjv  8ia  epycov  dyaOcbv  ^TjTovai  Trjv  d(j}6apaiai>,  Scopi/cre- 
rai  ^coTjv  aimvLov,  ■)(apdv,  etprjviju,  dvaTravaiv,  Koi  liKriQr)  dyadoiV  ,  .  .  rols  Se 
dwicTTOis  Kcii  KoracfipovrjTais,  koi.  divei6ova-i  rfj  akrjdeia,  nei6op.fvois  8e  rfj  adiKia, 

earai  opyr]  Kai  6vp.6s,  dXl'^is  Koi  <TTevo)(^a)piai. — Ad  Autolyc.  lib.  ii. 
p.  79,  ed.  Colon. 

^  rc5  rriv  riprjv,  rrjv  TiprjV  rw  rov  (po^ov,  rov  (pd^ov  Tm  tov  cf)6pov,  rov 
fjiopov  prjBevi  /xi/Se;/  6(f>(iXeip  f]  povov  to  dyairdv  ndvras. — Ad  Autolyc.  lib.  iii. 
p.  126. 

*  ovT(ii9  eTvidfiKvvpefoi,  on  ovk  a^ia  ra  iraQ-qpara  tov  vvv  Kaipov,  npos  ttjv 
peXXovcrai'  86^av  aTTOKaXvcpdrivai  fls  rjpds. — H.  E.  v.  i.  p.  7,  ed  Heiiiichen. 

^  '  Hoc  ipsum  interpretatus  est  Paulus  scvibens  ad  Roraanos  :  Paulus 
apostolus  Jesu  Christi,  prsedestinatus  ad   evaiigelium  Dei,  quod  promisit 
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Clement  of  Alexandria  says:  '  Behold  therefore,  says 
Paul,  the  goodness  and  severity  of  God,'  &e.^  And  in 
another  place  :  '  In  like  manner  Paul  writes  in  the  epistle 
to  the  Romans  :  "  How  shall  we  who  have  died  to  sin, 
live  any  longer  in  it?  "  '  ''^ 

Tertullian  says:  'But  I  will  call  Christ  alone  God, 
as  the  same  apostle  (Paul)  does  :  of  whom  Christ  came; 
who  is,  says  he,  God  over  all,  blessed  for  ever.'^ 

The  internal  character  of  the  epistle  and  its  historical 
allusions  coincide  with  the  external  evidence,  in  provmg 
it  an  authentic  production  of  the  apostle.  It  bears  the 
marks  of  his  vigorous  mind;  the  language  and  style  being 
remarkably  characteristic. 


INTEGRITY. 

The  authenticity  of  the  doxology  in  xvi.  25-27  has 
been  questioned. 

The  three  verses  are  found  at  the  end  of  the  16th 
chapter  in  K,  B.,  C,  D.,  E.,  16,  80,  137,  176,  the  d.  e.  f. 
of  the  old  Latin,  Peshito,  Vulgate,  Memphitic,  Ethiopic  ; 
in  copies  mentioned  by  Origen  ;  in  Ambrosiaster,  Pela- 
gius,  and  other  Latin  writers. 

They  are  put  at  the  end  of  the  14th  chapter  in  L. 
and  the  gi'eat  majority  of  cursive  MSS.,  in  most  Greek 
lectionaries,  the  later  Syriac,  Armenian  (in  some  MSS.), 
in  copies  mentioned  by  Origen,  Chrysostom,  Cyril,  Theo- 
doret,  Theophylact,  G^cumenius,  &c. 

per  prophetas  suos,  etc.  Et  iterum  ad  Roinanos  scribens  de  Israel  dicit, 
Quorum  patres,  et  ex  quibus  Obristus  secundum  carnem,  qui  est  Deus  super 
omnes  beuedictus  in  secida.' — Adv.  Hceres.  iii.  16.  3. 

^  I'Se  ovf,  (pijcrlv  6  nuCXoy,  ;^pr;a"7-dr7;ra  Koi  aTTorofiiav  Qeoii-  eVl  fxev  roiis 
TTfaovras,  k.t.X. — Pcedagog.  lib.  i.  p.  140,  vol.  i.  ed.  Potter. 

"^  ofioiws  8e  Koi  6  HuvXos,  iv  Trj  rrpos  Pcofiaiovs  fVicrroX^  ypa^et*  oiTives 
aneBdvofifv  rfj  afxapTia,  ttws  f'ri  ^Tjaofiev  iv  avTJf ; — Stromatu,  lib.  iii.  c.  ii.  vol.  i. 
p.  544,  ed.  Potter. 

*  '  Sohmi  autem  Cbristum  potero  Deum  dicere  sicut  idem  apostolus : 
ex  quibus  Christus,  qui  est,  inquit,  Deus  super  omnia  benedictus  in  jevum 
omno.' — Adt\  Praxcmn,  c,  xiii. 
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They  are  found  in  both  places  in  A.,  P.,  5,  17,  109, 
lat.  37,  and  in  MSS.  of  the  Armenian  version. 

They  are  wanting  in  F.,  Gr.,  and  in  copies  alluded  to 
by  Jerome.  Marcion  too  had  not  the  verses  ;  but  Origen 
states  that  he  took  away  the  last  two  chapters.^  It  has 
also  been  thought  that  Tertullian  did  not  read  the  verses  ; 
an  opinion  which  is  more  than  doubtful,  for  his  citing 
xiv.  10  as  being  in  the  closing  part  (clausula)  of  the 
epistle  is  sufficiently  correct.^ 

The  preponderance  of  external  testimony  is  in  favour 
of  the  authenticity,  and  of  the  position  at  xvi.  25-27. 

Internal  evidence  leads  another  way,  for — 

1.  A  doxology  at  the  end  of  an  epistle  is  contrary 
to  Paul's  manner. 

2.  The  epistle  had  been  already  completed  at  the 
24th  verse,  '  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  r^hrist  be  with 
you  alL  Amen,'  if  that  verse  be  authentic  ;  if  not,  at 
the  20th  verse. 

3.  It  wants  the  simplicity  of  Paul's  doxologies,  being 
inflated,  exaggerated,  obscure,  having  irregular  and 
awkward  constructions.  The  combination  of  '  my 
gospel  and  the  preaching  of  Jesus  Christ '  is  un- Pauline 
and  unsuitable.  '  To  stablish  according  to  my  gospel ' 
yields  no  good  sense,  and  is  contrary  to  the  usage  of  the 
verb  in  the  New  Testament  with  a  preposition,  viz.  to 
stablish  in?  And  what  is  the  meaning  of  establishing 
the  Roman  Christians,  not  only  according  to  the  gospel 
of  the  writer  and  the  preaching  of  Jesus  Christ,  but  also 

•  '  Caput  hoc  (xvi.  25-27)  Marcion,  a  quo  Scripturte  evangelicse  atque 
apostolicae  interpolatee  sunt,  de  hac  epistola  penitus  abstulit.  Et  non 
solum  hoc  sed  et  ab  eo  ubi  scriptum  est :  quod  non  ex  fide  est,  peccatum 
est  (xv.  28)  usque  ad  finein  cuncta  dissecuit.  In  aliis  vero  exemplaribus, 
id  est,  in  iis  quae  non  sunt  a  Marcione  temerata,  hoc  ipsum  caput  (xvi. 
25-27)  diverse  positum  invenimus.  In  nonnullis  etenim  codicibus  post 
eum  locum  quem  supra  diximus  (xiv.  23)  statim  cohserens  habetur: 
ei  autem  qui  potens  est  vos  coufirmare.  Alii  codices  vero  in  fine  conti- 
nent.'—  Comment,  ad  Rom.  xvi.  25. 

"^  Adv.  Marcion.  v.  13. 

*  arrjpi^fuj  fv;  compare  1  Thess.  iii.  13;  2  Thess.  ii.  17. 
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according  to  the  revelation  of  the  mystery  which  was  kept 
secret  since  the  world  began?     The  construction   of  the 
relative  pronoun  '  to  whom  be  glory,'  &c.  is  ambiguous.^ 
If  it  be  referred  to  Jesus   Christ  immediately  preceding, 
the  idea  is  contrary  to  Paul's  usage,  who  never  ascribes 
glory  to  the  Son  but  to  the  Father.     If  it  be  referred 
to  the  only   wise  God,  the  doxology  is  left  incomplete. 
The  analogy  of  the  same  relative  pronoun  in  Acts  xxiv. 
6,  used  irregularly,  does  not  hold  good,  because  Paul  is 
not  the  writer  there.     Besides,  the  expression  by  Jesus 
Christ'^  is  unintelligible  here  ;  and  Meyer's  explanation, 
'  to  God,  who   appears   as  the  only  wise   One  through 
Jesus  Christ,'  is  far-fetched.     These  are  the  phenomena 
in  the  three  verses  that   strike   the  reader  as  peculiar. 
We  admit  that  their  tenor  is  Pauline,  but  that  arises 
from  the  fact  that  the  doxology  is  made  up  for  the  most 
part  of  expressions  from  the  later  Pauline  literature. 
Thus,  '  according  to  my  gospel '  is  from   Rom.  ii.  16  ; 
'  the   revelation  of  the  mystery,'   from  Ephes.  iii.  3  ; 
'  kept  secret  since  the  world  began,  but  now  is  made 
manifest,'  is  from   2  Tim.   i.   9,  10  ;  *  according  to  the 
commandment  of  the  everlasting  God,'  from  Titus  i.  3  ; 
'  to  all  nations,  for  the  obedience  of  faith,'  from  Rom.  i. 
5  ;  '  by  Jesus  Christ,'  from  Rom.  ii.   16  ;  'to  the  only 
wise  God  '  is  either  from  1  Tim.  i.  17,  where,  however, 
the  adjective  wise  is  spurious  ;  or  from  Jude  25.     The 
whole  tone  resembles  in  part  the  doxology  in  Heb.  xiii. 
20,  21  ;^  and  the  phraseology  has  a  Gnosticising  aspect. 
Such  grounds  render  it  probable  that  the  passage  is 
an  addition  to  the  epistle  from  a  later  hand.     It  is  easy 
to  assert  that  an  interpolator  would  have  avoided  diffi- 
culties   and   irregularities   of  construction,  making  all 
simple  and  complete  ;  but  the  assumption  implies  that 
he  was  able  to  write  as  well  as  if  not  better  than  Paul, 
which  there  is  no  reason  for  supposing.     An  officious 

^  «  17  8o^a,  K.r.X.  '  but  ^Irjaov  Xpiarov. 

^  See- Iteiche's  Voininentarius  Criiicus  hi  N.  2\  vol.  i.  }>.  SS,  et  seq. 
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compiler  may  be  a  bad  composer.  Unusual,  awkward, 
and  obscure  phrases,  put  together  in  a  brief  compass, 
cannot  favour  identity  of  authorship  with  a  composition 
which  does  not  exhibit  the  same  irregularity  and  harsh- 
ness, unless  it  be  supposed  that  the  writer  became 
suddenly  careless,  or  was  hurried  and  interrupted. 
Fritzsche,  however,  imagines  that  he  had  leisure  enough  ;^ 
and  makes  the  apostle  dictate  the  doxology  to  an  ama- 
nuensis after  he  had  read  over  the  letter,  or  heard  it 
read  by  another  ;  a  suggestion  which  Mr.  Moule  im- 
proves upon  by  supposing  that  the  apostle's  own  hand 
added  it.  What  Moule  strangely  calls  a  '  rapturous  ' 
doxology  is  assigned,  with  all  its  irregularities  of  con- 
struction, to  Paul  himself ;  ^  which  is  doing  him  an  in- 
j  ustice.  The  apostle  wrote  better  than  that,  as  Tholuck 
rightly  felt  when  suggesting  great  haste  as  the  cause  of 
such  negligence.  The  so-called  rapturous  doxology  is 
made  up  of  ideas  and  phrases  from  other  epistles,  spe- 
cially that  of  Jude.  The  defenders  of  the  passage,  of 
whom  the  ablest  is  Fritzsche,  have  not  succeeded  in  clear- 
ing away  its  difficulties  of  language  and  construction. 

The  varying  position  shows  a  feeling  of  its  unsuit- 
ableness  at  the  end  of  the  epistle  where  it  was  originally 
placed.  It  could  not  be  transferred  to  the  15th  chapter, 
which  is  formally  concluded  ;  and  therefore  it  was  ap- 
pended to  tlie  14th,  where  the  apostle  speaks  of  the 
weak  ;  and  the  words  '  to  him  that  is  of  power  to  stablish 
you  '  appropriately  follow.  Modern  critics  have  also 
felt  the  singularity  of  its  position  at  the  end  of  the 
epistle  and  placed  it  at  xiv.  23.  Griesbach  and  Mat- 
thaii.  Mill  and  Wetstein,  take  this  view.  De  Wette 
himself  admits  that  there  is  something  remarkable  in  its 
isolated  position  at  the  end  of  the  epistle,  after  a  closing 
benediction  ;  but  he  has  no  other  explanation  to  offer 
than  Fritzsche's  guess. 

'   Pauli  ad  Jxomanos  Epistola,  torn.  i.  pp.  xxxviii-xlix,  prolegoiii. 
-   The  Epistle  of  Paul  the  Apostle  to  the  Romans,  p.  255. 


/ 
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The  whole  of  the  1 6th  cliapter  we  take  to  be  spurious. 
The  numerous  persons  mentioned  in  it  as  Paul's  ac- 
quaintances at  Rome,  though  he  had  never  been  there, 
testify  against  it.  It  is  true  that  there  was  consider- 
able intercourse  between  the  metropolis  and  the  pro- 
vinces, and  that  he  had  known  several  of  the  individuals 
in  Asia  Minor  ;  but  these  circumstances  are  insufficient 
to  account  for  the  long  list  of  those  saluted  by  name  ; 
a  list  which  shows  obvious  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
writer  to  bring  the  apostle  into  close  friendship  with 
many  of  the  persons  named,  and  to  enumerate  their 
meritorious  services  to  him.  Andronicus,  Junia,  and 
Herodion  are  his  kinsmen.  Lucius,  Jason,  and  Sosipater, 
sending  salutations,  are  also  his  kinsmen.  Rufus's 
mother  is  termed  Paul's  mother.  Aquila  and  Priscilla 
laid  down  their  necks  for  his  life.  Mary  bestowed  much 
labour  on  him.  It  is  also  said  of  Andronicus  and  Junia, 
that  they  were  '  of  note  among  the  apostles,  and  in 
Christ '  before  him.  All  this  savours  of  a  Pauline 
Christian,  who  took  an  interest  in  pointmg  out  the  close 
relation  which  subsisted  between  Paul  and  the  best- 
known  members  of  the  Roman  Church.  In  the  epistles 
written  from  Rome  Paul  does  not  mention  the  same 
individuals.  Besides,  Aquila  and  Priscilla  were  at 
Ephesus  shortly  before  the  writing  of  the  epistle  ;  now 
they  are  at  Rome  ;  and  immediately  after  they  reappear 
at  Ephesus.  Epenetus,  the  first  fruits  of  Asia,  is  also 
specified  as  at  Rome  ;  Andronicus  and  Junia  are  fellow- 
prisoners  of  his,  at  a  time  when  he  was  not  in  prison. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  find,  among  the  persons 
luentioned  in  the  16th  chapter,  the  names  of  the  mem- 
bers of  Ca3sar's  household,  who  commend  themselves 
to  the  brethren  at  Philippi  in  the  Philippian  epistle.  In 
the  columbaria  or  sepulchres  described  by  the  Marchese 
Campana  and  Canina,  names  of  buried  persons  have 
been  found  identical  with  several  in  the  chapter.  Try- 
phcena,  Philologus,  Julia  Amplias   or  Auipliatus,   Ur- 
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bana,  Apelles,  Junia,  Rufiis,  Hermes,  Hennas.  The 
coincidence  appears  striking  at  first  sight  ;  and  it  is 
possible  that  some  of  the  names  may  point  to  the  very 
persons  specified  by  the  apostle.  But  most  of  tlieni 
were  common  from  the  time  of  Julius  Caesar  to  that  of 
Adrian.  Julius  and  Rufus,  Hermes  and  Hermas,  Junia, 
Urbana,  Ampliatus,  Apelles,  occur  more  than  once  in 
the  inscriptions.  Tryphoena  and  Philologus  were  rarer. 
Nothing  can  be  built  on  this  foundation.  The  au- 
thenticity of  the  16th  chapter  of  the  epistle  to  the 
Romans,  or  of  the  whole  work,  can  hardly  be  strength- 
ened by  coincidences  of  names  which  are  but  possibly 
identical.  We  know  that  Christianity  had  spread  ex- 
tensively in  Rome  when  Paul  wrote  to  its  adherents 
there  ;  but  whether  any  of  Ctesar's  household  had  em- 
braced it  at  the  time ;  whether  Tryphoena  was  attached 
to  the  service  of  Messalina  because  an  inscription  has 
Valeria  Tryphoena,  the  former  being  the  Gentile  name 
of  the  empress  ;  and  whether  Philologus  belonged  to 
the  palace  because  Livia  is  found  in  the  same  inscription 
as  that  which  has  his  name,  it  is  impossible  to  affirm.^ 

After  the  o^eneral  terms,  containino;  nothing"  charac- 
teristic,  in  which  heretics  are  spoken  of  (17-20),  the 
severe  and  authoritative  tone  in  the  19th  and  20th 
verses  gives  colourmg  to  the  description,  and  contrasts 
with  the  mild  language  of  the  epistle.  It  is  easy  to  say, 
that  the  errorists  referred  to  had  not  caused  divisions, 
but  were  only  likely  to  do  so  ;  that  they  were  Jewish 
zealots  outside  the  church  different  from  the  Judaisers 
pointed  at  in  the  14th  chapter  ;  but  the  language  leaves 
another  impression  on  the  mind.  '  The  God  of  peace 
shall  bruise  Satan  (whose  instruments  these  sectaries 
are)  under  your  feet  shortly,'  shows  Judaisers  already 
active  and  dangerous. 

There  is  much  plausibility  in  Schulz's  conjecture, 
that  xvi,  1-20  was  written  from  Rome  to  the  Ephesians  ; 

'  See  Journal  of  Classical  and  Hacrcd  Philolof/y,  No.  x.  p.  67,  et  seq. 
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and  Ewald  adopts  it,  thinking  that  xvi.  3-20  was  in- 
serted from  a  lost  epistle  to  the  Christians  at  Ephesus.^ 
This  conjecture,  however,  does  not  solve  the  difficulties 
connected  with  the  doxology.  How  is  it  that  the 
epistle  without  xvi.  1-20  or  3-20  has  no  benediction, 
but  terminates  with  a  doxology,  contrary  to  Paul's 
manner ;  the  24th  verse  being  a  spurious  interpolation  ? 
That  the  whole  chapter  formed  an  original  part  of  the 
Koman  epistle,  can  scarcely  be  admitted  by  such  as  are 
alive  to  the  internal  difficulties  in  the  way  of  that 
opinion,  and  the  apologies  made  to  meet  them. 

The  critic  has  only  to  look  calmly  at  the  number 
and  quality  of  the  guesses  which  the  advocates  of  the 
16th  chapter  make  in  its  favour,  to  strengthen  his 
doubts  of  its  authenticity.  Renan  supposes  that  the 
body  of  the  epistle  was  sent  not  only  to  Rome  but  also 
to  Ephesus,  Thessalonica,  perhaps  to  another  place, 
with  differing  conclusions  ;  and  that  the  contents  of 
the  16th  chapter  formed  the  terminations  of  the  letter 
as  it  was  forwarded  to  the  last  three.  The  epistle  is 
converted  into  a  condensed  summary  of  Paul's  theo- 
logical doctrine — a  body  of  divinity  intended  for  most 
of  the  churches  he  had  founded.^  Though  Canon 
Farrar  pronounces  this  a  simple  and  adequate  solution, 
it  appears  to  us  both  clumsy  and  improbable. 

One  of  the  most  sensible  defenders  of  the  16th 
chapter  says,  that  in  the  midst  of  multiplied  engage- 
ments and  a  short  stay  at  Corinth,  the  apostle  was 
several  days,  or  even  weeks,  in  writing  the  epistle  ;  that 
he  paused  first  at  xv.  33,  intending  to  finish  there  ; 
that  on  the  receipt  of  additional  intelligence,  with 
greeting  of  friends  at  Rome,  he  added  xvi.  1-16  ;  to 
which  he  subjoined  the  warnings  and  apparent  con- 
clusion in  verses  17—20  ;  his  definite  statements  here 
originating   in   recent   information  ;    and  finally,   other 

•  Die  Semlschreihen  des  Apostels  ranliis,  p.  428, 
^  Saint  raid,  pp.  Ixxii,  Ixxiii. 
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Christians  at  Corinth  having  visited  the  apostle,  and 
desired  him  to  express  their  salutations,  he  added 
another  wish  and  prayer  for  the  church  (xvi.  24).  The 
wliole  copy  having  been  perused  and  corrected,  the 
general  doxology  contained  in  verses  25-27  was  sub- 
joined. '  Nothing  stands  in  the  way  of  believing  these 
things  to  be  altogether  probable,'  says  their  simple- 
minded  proposer  ;  to  which  criticism  replies,  a  great 
deal. 

The  Pauline  origin  of  the  loth  chapter  is  capable 
of  better  support  than  that  of  the  16th.  Yet  a  careful 
examination  will  probably  lead  to  the  rejection  of  it  as 
well  as  the  16th.  Baur's  arguments  have  much  weight ; 
and  are  adopted  in  the  mam  by  Lucht.  Hilgenfeld  and 
Schenkel's  defences  of  both  chapters  as  authentic  con- 
sist of  feeble  reasoning.  The  Pauline  authorship  is 
difficult  of  defence. 

A  great  part  of  the  15th  chapter  refers  to  the  Jewish 
Christians  in  the  church,  whose  favour  the  writer  seeks 
to  conciliate,  addressing  them  in  a  deprecatory  and  self- 
excusing  style.  The  accumulated  citations  of  Old 
Testament  passages,  which  are  evidently  meant  to  quiet 
their  scruples,  are  a  repetition  of  ix.  24-29.  In  short, 
the  first  part  of  the  chapter  (verses  1-13)  is  merely  a 
feeble  repetition  of  the  ideas  contained  in  the  three  that 
precede. 

We  read  in  xv.  8,  9,  '  Now  I  say  that  Jesus  Christ 
was  a  minister  of  the  cu'cumcision  for  the  truth  of  God, 
to  confirm  the  promises  made  unto  the  fathers  ;  and 
that  the  Gentiles  might  glorify  God  for  his  mercy,'  &c. 
Is  it  in  harmony  with  Paul's  method  to  call  Jesus 
Christ  a  minister  of  the  circumcision  for  the  truth  of 
God,  &c.  ?  Hilgenfeld's  endeavour  to  parallel  and  jus- 
tify this  language  by  xi.  17,  &c.,  Galat.  ii.  17,  is 
singularly  weak.  In  the  16th  verse  the  writer  speaks 
of  himself  as  the  minister  ^  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the  Gen- 

^  \tiTovpyoi,  a  later  term  for  ecclesiastical  officers. 
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tiles.  Why  is  the  name  apostle  avoided,  though  used 
at  the  beginning  of  the  epistle?  Is  the  hyperbolical 
language  of  the  19th  verse,  '  so  that  from  Jerusalem, 
and  round  about  unto  Illyricum,  I  have  fully  preached 
the  gospel  of  Christ ; '  or  that  of  the  23rd  verse,  that 
the  writer  has  no  more  space  in  the  districts  of  his 
former  agency,  consistent  with  Paul's  manner  ? 

The  19th  verse  presupposes  that  the  apostle  began 
his  preaching  at  Jerusalem  and  Judea  ;  but  this  was 
not  the  case  according  to  the  epistle  to  the  Galatians  ; 
though  the  Paul  of  the  Acts  adopts  the  latter  view. 
Nor  is  the  statement  in  the  20th  verse,  of  the  principle 
that  Paul  avoided  preaching  the  gospel  where  it  had 
been  already  known,  a  correct  expression  of  the  apostle's 
fundamental  rule  of  action,  at  least  in  the  universal  way 
enunciated ;  else  he  would  have  not  written  to  instruct 
the  Romans. 

Again,  a  comparison  of  verses  24,  28,  29,  with  chap- 
ter i.  10-15,  shows  some  incongruity.  The  former 
represent  the  apostle's  purpose  to  visit  the  Roman 
Christians  hy  the  way,  on  his  distant  journey  to  Spain  ; 
the  latter  convey  the  impression  of  his  having  them 
chiefly  in  view.  The  one  passage  describes  the  writer 
as  wishing  to  pay  the  readers  a  passing  visit ;  the  other, 
a  visit  meant  for  themselves,  without  reference  to  his 
ulterior  main  purpose.  Some  effort  is  required  to 
harmonise  both.  Still  farther,  the  author  of  the  loth 
chapter  follows  Paul's  words  in  the  first  chapter  (com- 
pare 22,  23,  with  i.  11,  13),  but  diverges  m  verses  24, 
28,  29,  by  inserting  the  Spanish  journey,  to  which  he 
makes  the  Roman  one  subordinate.  Paul's  language 
in  other  epistles,  is  applied  in  the  27th  verse  in  a  way 
not  justified  by  Galat.  ii.  10 ;  1  Cor.  ix.  11 ;  xvi.  1,  &c. ; 
2  Cor.  ix.  12,  &c.  It  is  more  allied  to  xi.  15,  &c.,  of 
the  present  epistle.  In  representing  the  Gentile  Chris- 
tians of  Macedonia  and  Achaia  as  indebted  to  the  saints 
at  Jerusalem  for  .'^phitual  things,  there  is  some  incon- 
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gruity.  That  they  should  be  indebted  to  the  apostle 
of  the  Gentiles  for  true  instruction,  is  obvious  ;  that 
their  contributions  to  the  poor  in  the  metropolis  of 
Judea  should  be  given  as  a  token  of  brotherly  love,  is 
natural  ;  but  how  did  these  poor  saints  communicate 
their  spiritual  things  to  the  Gentile  Christians  in  Mace- 
donia and  Achaia  ?  The  last  four  verses  of  this  chap- 
ter present  nothing  un- Pauline,  and  probably  closed  the 
epistle,  following  xiv.  23. 

The  non- authenticity  of  the  15th  and  16th  chap- 
ters is  favoured  by  the  fact  which  Origen  mentions 
about  Marcion,  viz.  that  he  cut  them  off  the  epistle  ;  ^ 
meaning  that  they  were  not  in  copies  which  the  reputed 
heretic  had  ;  for  the  accusations  of  the  fathers  directed 
against  Marcion  cannot  be  accepted  without  drawbacks. 
What  motive  could  he  have  had  in  the  present  instance 
for  omitting  the  chapters  ?  His  peculiar  opinions  had 
nothing  to  do  with  them.  To  cut  them  off  would  not 
have  served  his  cause.  In  the  time  of  Origen,  there- 
fore, some  MSS.  were  without  the  chapters.  Tertullian 
himself,  with  all  his  vituperation,  does  not  specify  falsi- 
fication of  the  epistle  as  he  would  have  termed  it ;  but 
contents  himself  with  the  vague  assertion  that  Marcion 
made  great  pits  in  the  epistle  and  abstracted  from  it 
whatever  he  wished.^  Epiphanius,  too,  is  silent  about 
this  corruption  of  the  text.^  Marcion  transmitted  no 
more  than  fourteen  chapters  to  his  disciples,  either 
because  his  MS.  had  no  more,  or  because  he  thought 
the  last  two  unauthentic.  Irenasus  too  ignores  them  ; 
for  they  are  never  quoted  among  his  numerous  references 
to  the  epistle.  The  addition  took  place  early,  because 
it  is  in  all  known  MSS.  except  a  Latin  one  mentioned 
by  Wetstein. 

How  these  chapters  got  to  be  affixed  to  the  epistle 

1    Cotnment.  in  Ep.  ad  JRomanos. 

'  Adv.  Marcion.  v.  13.     See  Griesbach's  Hist.  text.  Grcpci  epist.  Paultn. 
sect.  2,  §  5.  =»  Jlceres.  52,  vol.  i.  p.  818.  0pp.  Colou.  1683. 
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is  hard  to  explain.  Part  of  the  16th  chapter  (verses 
3-20)  probably  belonged  at  first  to  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  Ephesians.  The  rest  of  the  chapters  is  made  up 
of  pieces,  all  of  which  may  not  have  been  written  with 
one  design,  nor  to  supplement  the  writing  with  which 
they  are  now  connected.  Perhaps  the  15th  chapter 
shows  a  tendency  to  limit  Paul's  ministry  to  certain 
districts  ;  reserving  Rome,  Italy,  and  Gaul  for  another 
apostle.  Room  is  made  for  Peter,  the  proper  head  of 
the  church.  In  this  way  a  catholicising  element  is 
early  seen  in  the  epistle.^ 

There  is  no  foundation  for  the  opinion  that  the 
writer  intended  his  work  for  Christians  generally,  the 
dwelling-place  being  inserted  by  transcribers  agreeably 
to  the  context  or  tradition.  There  is  indeed  a  trace  of 
this  in  G.,  which  omits  the  words  '  in  Rome'  (i.  7)  and 
'those  in  Rome'  (i.  15)  ;  but  A.,  B.,  C,  far  older  and 
better  copies,  have  the  inscription,  '  to  the  Romans.' 

THE    LANGUAGE. 

Though  it  may  seem  strange,  at  first  sight,  that  the 
epistle  was  not  written  in  Latin,  which  was  the  language 
of  the  Romans,  there  is  abundant  proof  of  its  Greek 
original.  Latin  was  then  the  language  of  northern 
Africa,  where  the  old  Italic  version  or  versions  origi- 
nated, of  which  revisions  were  soon  made  in  parts  of 
Italy  distant  from  Rome,  not  in  the  metropolis  itself. 
The  note  of  the  Syrian  scholiast  on  the  Peshito,  that 
Paul  wrote  in  Latin,  is  groundless.  The  Greek  lan- 
guage was  understood  and  employed  at  Rome  in  the 
first  century.  The  Jews  residing  there  learned  it  by 
intercourse  with  the  Greek -speaking  inhabitants  and 
with  the  Romans  themselves,  many  of  whom  preferred 
it  to  the  Latin.  The  oldest  Jewish  tombs  of  Rome  have 
Greek  inscriptions,  as  we  learn  from  Aringhi.^     Gentile 

'  Comp.  Holtzmann  in  Hilgenfeld's  Zeitsohrift,  1874,  p.  504,  etc. 
'^  RojUd  ifubferronra,  vol.  i.  p.  897,  etc. 
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Christians  generally  understood  Greek,  as  we  infer  from 
Martial,  Tacitus,  Juvenal,  and  Ovid.  Dionysins  of 
Corinth  and  Iren^eus  wrote  in  Greek  to  the  Roman 
Christians.  Justin  Martyr,  who  resided  in  Rome  for  a 
time,  wrote  his  apologies  to  the  Roman  emperors  in  the 
same  tongue.  Clement  and  Hermas  wrote  in  Greek. 
Of  the  names  of  the  first  twelve  bishops  of  Rome,  ten 
are  Greek  and  only  two  Latin.  The  diffusion  of  the 
Greek  language  was  greatly  promoted  by  the  multitudes 
of  Greeks  that  flocked  to  the  imperial  city.  The  ma- 
jorit}'-  of  slaves,  mechanics,  and  artisans  were  of  Greek 
origin  ;  and  the  Romans,  addicted  to  foreign  practices, 
were  ready  to  adopt  the  language  of  the  conquered. 
Hence  Greek  became  the  favourite  tongue  of  the  edu- 
cated classes.  It  is  also  probable  that  Greeks  formed 
part  of  the  church  ;  though  it  would  be  hazardous  to 
assert  that  the  Gentile  members  were  of  foreign  origin, 
not  native  Greeks. 

CONTENTS. 

The  most  general  division  of  the  epistle  is  into  two 
parts,  one  doctrinal,  the  other  practical ;  the  former 
embracing  chapters  i.-xi.,  the  latter  xii.-xvi.  These 
again  may  be  subdivided. 

1.    CHAPS.    I.-XI. 

(a)  i.  1-v.  (e)  ix.-xi, 

(b)  vi.-viii, 

2.    CHAPS.    XII.-XVI. 

(a)  xii.  xiii.  (c)  xv.  xvi. 

(b)  xiv. 

Formal  divisions  camiot  be  looked  for,  because  the 
parts  run  more  or  less  into  one  another,  and  pauses  are 
rare.  The  writer  often  goes  back  upon  thoughts  and 
develops  them  in  a  different  way.  The  most  marked 
pause  is  at  the  end  of  the  8th  chapter. 

VOL.   I.  K 
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To  the  salutation  the  apostle  subjoins  a  few  intro- 
ductory verses,  in  which  he  announces  his  calling  by 
the  Son  of  God,  his  gratitude  for  the  faith  of  the  Roman 
Christians,  his  continual  remembrance  of  them  in  prayer, 
and  his  great  desire  to  visit  them  personally  for  the 
purpose  of  im])arting  some  spiritual  gift  that  they 
may  be  established.  The  importance  of  the  gospel 
he  sets  forth  in  emphatic  terms,  passing  to  the  great 
theme  of  the  epistle,  justification  by  faith,  in  the  16th 
and  17th  verses  (i.  1-17). 

He  proceeds  to  show  that  all  men.  Gentiles  and 
Jews,  are  sinners,  transgressors  of  the  divine  law,  and 
exposed  to  the  wrath  of  God  ;  and  therefore  they  need 
the  revelation  of  the  righteousness  which  is  of  faith. 
He  demonstrates  the  sinfulness  of  the  Gentile  world 
(i.  18-32),  and  affirms  that  the  Jews  are  equally  guilty 
(ii.  1-29),  without  distinctly  denying  then'  privileges. 
In  consequence  of  this  argument,  in  which  Jew  and 
Gentile  are  reduced  to  the  same  level  by  the  require- 
ments of  the  moral  law,  an  objection  might  readily 
occur  to  the  Jew.  What  profit  is  there  in  belonging 
to  a  divine  economy  ?  Having  advanced  what  seemed 
derogatory  to  Judaism,  Paul  softens  the  apparent  seve- 
rity of  his  statements,  by  pointing  out  the  privileges 
and  preferences  of  the  Jews  (iii.  1-8).  After  the 
digression,  which  interrupts  the  regular  course  of  the 
argument,  he  resumes  the  line  of  thought,  and  sets 
forth  the  result  which  had  been  already  announced  to 
the  Jews,  as  a  subject  of  serious  reflection,  viz.  that 
there  is  no  difference  between  them  and  the  Gentiles, 
since  they  had  forfeited  their  privileges  by  unbelief. 
Both  are  alike  guilty,  as  is  shown  by  quotations  fi'om 
the  Old  Testament  (iii.  9-20). 

Having  proved  that  all  need  the  salvation  revealed 
in  the  law  of  righteousness,  the  apostle  advances  a 
rio'hteousness  of  God  throuo-h  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 
Here  he  establishes  a  theme  announced   in  tlie  seven- 
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teenth  verse  of  the  1st  chapter,  justification  by  faith 
without  the  deeds  of  law.  The  Gentile  is  expressly 
included  in  the  circle  of  the  faithful  ;  and  instead  of  the 
law  being  made  void  by  the  doctrine  of  free  salvation, 
it  is  established  (iii.  21—31). 

The  question  before  asked,  in  reference  to  the  Jew,  is 
now  put  with  relation  to  Abraham,  What  advantage  had 
he,  if  Jew  and  Gentile  are  alike?  Instead  of  directly 
answering  it  in  the  negative,  Paul  points  out  that  the 
same  righteousness  by  faith,  without  the  works  of  the 
law,  was  communicated  to  him  even  before  circumcision, 
that  he  miofht  be  the  father  of  all  believers,  Jews  or  Gen- 
tiles.  After  settmg  Abraham's  faith  in  a  striking  light, 
the  writer  applies  to  all  believers  what  is  affirmed  of  him. 
The  mind  of  the  reader  is  turned  from  the  fleshly  to  the 
spiritual  Abraham,  with  whom  the  Gentile  as  well  as 
the  Jew  may  be  associated  through  faith  in  Christ  (iv. 
1-25). 

The  inward  fruit  of  justification  by  faith  is  described 
in  the  first  eleven  verses  of  the  5  th  chapter.  By  it  the 
believer  obtains  peace  with  God,  a  hope  which  enables 
him  to  glory  in  afflictions,  and  a  consciousness  of  the 
divine  love  arising  out  of  the  thought  that  Christ  died 
for  him  (v.  1-11).  In  illustrating  this  topic,  he  resumes 
the  universal  aspect  of  the  plan  of  salvation  already  stated, 
in  the  persons  of  the  first  and  second  Adam.  A  stream 
of  death  and  corruption  had  flown  forth  upon  the 
human  family  from  Adam.  From  Christ  the  second 
Adam  proceeds  a  righteousness  which  sanctifies.  All 
sinned.  Death,  the  consequence  of  sin,  reigned  even 
over  persons  who  had  no  positive  or  revealed  law,  as 
well  as  over  those  who  transgressed  a  written  one. 
Thus  sin  and  death  were  universal.  The  salvation 
of  Christ  counterbalances  the  wide-wasting  effects  of 
Adam's  one  offence.  It  is  even  more  beneficial  than 
the  other  is  destructive.  Sentence  was  passed  for  one 
offence,  involving  condemnation  ;    whereas  the  free  gift 

?  2 
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has  relation  to  many  offences.  Where  sin  abounded, 
grace  abounds  much  more.  The  law  could  not  obviate 
the  consequences  of  sin,  but  awakened  a  sense  of  iniquity, 
nourishing  the  desire  for  a  full  redemption.  Thus  the 
fruits  of  salvation  by  faith  are  compared  with  the  disas- 
trous effects  of  sin,  so  as  to  present  a  remarkable  con- 
trast in  favour  of  the  first.  The  remedy  is  co-extensive 
with  the  disease  and  even  exceeds  it.  This  is  illustrated 
by  contrasts  between  Adam  and  Christ  (v.  12-21). 

Having  shown  the  righteousness  that  is  of  faith  and 
the  superabundance  of  grace  in  redemption,  ^  in  the 
preceding  chapter,  he  stops  to  meet  an  objection  that 
might  be  taken  to  the  doctrine  on  the  ground  of  its 
tendency  to  encourage  sin.  Are  we  to  continue  in  sin 
that  grace  may  abound  ?  No  ;  for  the  Christian  is  dead 
to  sin,  the  symbol  of  which  state  is  baptism.  United 
to  Christ,  the  believer  dies  with  him,  and  rises  again  to 
a  new  life.  Sin  has  therefore  no  more  dominion  over 
him.  He  is  not  under  the  law,  seeking  justification  by 
it,  but  under  grace  (vi.  1-14).  The  same  argument  is 
now  put  differently.  We  cannot  sin,  because  by  so 
doino-  we  become  the  servants  of  sin.  Christians  are 
freed^from  the  bondage  of  sin  producing  death,  and 
have  yielded  themselves  to  the  service  of  righteousness 

(vi.  15-23). 

The  6th  chapter  is  directed  against  Christian  anti- 
nomianism,  as  the  third  was  intended  to  meet  Jewish 
antinomianism.  In  both  cases,  error  is  exposed  by  taking 
away  the  externality  of  the  foundation  and  showing  the 
inward  state  or  life.  Neither  privilege  nor  gift  of  grace 
can  furnish  a  motive  for  acting  in  opposition  to  the  true 
subjectivity  in  which  the  substance  of  the  privilege  and 
gift  consists. 

The  writer  had  said  in  the  fourteenth  verse,  '  Sin 
shall  not  have  dominion  over  you  ;  for  ye  are  not  under 
the  law,  but  under  grace.'  To  illustrate  and  enforce 
this,  he  now  compares  the  relation  of  the  believer  to 
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the  law,  to  the  case  of  a  wife  who  has  lost  her  husband. 
As  the  widow  is  free  from  the  law,  and  may  marry- 
again  ;  so  the  believer,  freed  from  the  law,  is  prepared 
to  be  affianced  to  Christ.  Immediately  after,  the  be- 
liever is  compared  to  the  dead  husband,  and,  like  him, 
is  freed  from  the  law.  The  apostle  means  to  express 
the  same  idea  in  vii.  1-7  as  that  which  he  had  termed 
before  a  death  unto  sin  ;  he  presents  it  now  as  a  death  to 
the  law. 

Having  mentioned  in  the  fifth  verse  the  sinful  affec- 
tions  which  the  law  excites,  the  writer  explains  and 
illustrates  this  at  considerable  length,  showing  the  ope- 
ration of  law  on  the  human  heart.  It  is  inefficacious 
to  sanctify  the  soul,  and  is  the  occasion  of  bringing 
forth  fruit  unto  death,  unless  there  be  a  death  to  sin. 
But  it  is  effectual  in  imparting  the  knowledge  of  sin, 
which  is  the  first  step  to  amendment.  The  purjDort  of 
the  passage  vii.  7-25  is  to  assert  the  true  nature  of  the 
law  and  vindicate  it  from  the  charge  of  sin.  In  doing 
so,  the  apostle  shows  the  relation  it  bears  to  human 
nature.  It  produces  uneasiness,  conflict,  disquietude  of 
mind.  By  its  prohibitions  it  arouses  the  evil  propen- 
sities and  aggravates  human  guilt.  It  does  not  develop 
a  new  life  in  union  with  Christ,  nor  give  true  peace  of 
conscience.  Yet  it  is  not  sinful  but  spiritual,  because 
the  better  nature  approves  of  it  (vii.  7-25). 

It  is  wrong  to  take  the  6th  and  7th  chapters,  with 
Mangold,  as  a  kind  of  episode  intended  to  obviate  pos- 
sible misconceptions  of  v.  20.  They  belong  to  the  first 
part  of  the  epistle,  which  explains  and  justifies  the  gospel 
of  righteousnes  by  faith,  with  relation  to  scruples  about 
its  moral  effects. 

The  apostle  now  describes  the  state  into  which  the 
believer  is  brought  after  the  combat  has  passed.  He 
is  removed  from  condemnation,  and  lives  after  the  ten- 
dency of  his  spiritual  nature,  not  after  the  flesh  (viii. 
1-15).     By  the  spirit  the  Christian  is  made  conscious  of 
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his  adoption,  and  participation  of  the  everlasting  inheri- 
tance provided.  This  inheritance  far  exceeds  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  present  life  :  all  long  and  hope  for  it,  and 
while  cherishing  such  hope  with  steadfastness  and  con- 
fidence in  God,  they  cannot  be  brought  to  shame.  Their 
heavenly  Father  has  given  them  a  pledge  of  all  other 
blessings  in  his  only-begotten  Son,  and  they  have  nothing 
to  fear,  because  nothing  can  separate  them  from  the  love 
of  God  (viii.  16-39). 

The  9th,  10th,  and  11th  chapters  are  not,  properly 
speaking,  an  appendix  to  the  preceding  part  of  the  letter. 
Neither  are  they  the  centre  and  essence  of  the  whole,  as 
Baur  supposes,  but  a  subordinate  portion.  The  theme 
is  still  the  same.  The  writer  justifies  further  the  right- 
eousness of  faith,  against  the  national  misgivings  of 
Jewish  Christianity.  The  ancient  people  of  God  ap- 
peared to  be  cast  back  by  the  free  admission  of  the  Gen- 
tiles to  the  salvation  of  Messiah.  This  fact  was  a 
perplexing  one,  not  only  to  the  Jews  but  the  apostle 
himself.  He  endeavours  to  explain  it  by  the  uncondi- 
tional right  of  divine  election  and  the  bhndness  of  the 
Jews  themselves  ;  but  adds  a  consolatory  conclusion, 
that  God  has  not  wholly  cast  away  his  people  :  their 
fall,  which  is  the  occasion  of  salvation  to  the  Gentiles, 
is  only  temporary. 

Having  demonstrated  the  necessity,  and  described 
the  plenitude  of  salvation  by  faith  alone,  the  apostle 
might  have  concluded  his  argument.  But  the  admission 
of  the  Gentiles  is  too  important  to  be  dismissed  with 
brief  notices.  Feeling  that  a  religion  which  insists  on 
faith  as  necessary  to  salvation  had  not  met  with  accep- 
tance on  the  part  of  the  Jews,  who  rejected  it  in  the 
spirit  of  a  proud  exclusiveness,  the  apostle  expresses  his 
deep  sorrow  for  their  unbelief,  and  offers  an  explana- 
tion of  that  divine  arrangement,  in  accordance  with 
which  the  body  of  the  Jewish  nation  was  excluded  from 
fho  ( 'liristian  covenant.     God's  promise  to  the  seed  of 
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Abraham  had  not  been  frustrated  by  the  rejection  of 
the  people,  since  there  was  a  spiritual,  as  well  as  a 
fleshly  heir.  He  had  selected  Isaac  to  the  exclusion  of 
Ishmael,  and  Jacob  in  preference  to  Esau.  Nor  is  there 
injustice  in  God's  choosing  according  to  his  own  will. 
The  principle  of  selection  is  founded  on  the  divine 
sovereignty,  in  the  exercise  of  which  He  dispenses  his 
mercy  as  He  pleases.  There  is  no  ground  of  objection 
to  this  doctrine,  because  of  the  uncontrollable  necessity 
imposed  on  the  creature's  actions,  when  Jehovah  dis- 
plays his  grace  toward  some,  as  He  had  done  to  those 
who  were  called,  and  his  wrath  towards  others,  as  He 
had  done  towards  the  body  of  the  Jewish  nation 
(ix.  1-29). 

Having  justified  God  in  selecting  some  and  rejecting 
others  according  to  his  good  pleasure,  and  showed  that 
the  prophets  themselves  spoke  of  the  rejection  of  the 
Jews  and  the  admission  of  another  people,  he  states 
that  they  were  the  authors  of  their  own  fall.  While 
the  Gentiles  obtained  justification,  the  Jews  had  not, 
because  they  sought  it  by  works.  In  their  zeal  for 
legal  righteousness,  they  overlooked  the  righteousness 
of  faith.  The  writer  then  digresses  to  notice  the  objec- 
tions of  the  Jews,  and  shows  that  they  are  disproved 
by  their  own  prophets  who  foretold  the  rejection  of  the 
nation  and  admission  of  the  Gentiles  (ix.  30-x.  21). 
After  explaining  the  divine  procedure  in  rejecting  the 
Jews  and  calling  the  Gentiles,  the  apostle  subjoins  cer- 
tain considerations  calculated  to  soothe  the  minds  of  his 
countrymen.  God  had  not  wholly  cast  off  his  people. 
He  had  graciously  chosen  a  remnant  to  be  partakers  of 
salvation.  Though  the  people  are  given  up  to  their 
own  obduracy  as  had  been  predicted  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, even  in  their  fall  Jehovah  had  a  purpose  of  mercy. 
So  far  from  his  design  terminating  in  the  nation's  rejec- 
tion, that  very  rejection  was  the  means  of  conferring 
the  privileges  of  the  gospel  on  the  Gentile  world.     And 


136  INTRODUCTION   TO   THE  NEW   TESTAMENT. 

the  Gentiles  have  no  reason  to  cherish  feelings  of  proud 
superiority  relative  to  the  Jews.  After  they  are  con- 
verted, Israel  will  be  saved. 

A  patriotic  feeling  influences  the  apostle  in  saying 
that  Israel  will  be  saved,  after  all.  It  is  the  wish  of  his 
heart.  He  hopes  that  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles  may 
usher  in  the  salvation  of  the  Jewish  nation.  The  sub- 
ject is  concluded  with  an  ascription  of  praise  to  God, 
whose  perfections  are  unsearchable  and  ways  past  find- 
ing out  ;  who  dispenses  all  blessings  according  to  his  will 
(xi.  1-36).  It  will  be  observed  that  the  apostle  ceases 
to  direct  his  view  to  the  Jewish  Christians,  and  turns 
to  the  Gentile  part  of  the  church,  at  the  11th  verse  of 
the  11th  chapter.  The  transition  is  informal  but  not 
the  less  noticeable. 

The  practical  or  hortatory  part  of  the  epistle  is  con- 
tained in  chapters  xii.-xv.      Here  the  admonitions  are 
partly  general,  referring  to  Christian  life  under  all  aspects, 
and    partly  adapted  to   the   peculiar   circumstances  of 
the  Roman  church.     The  12th  chapter  enjoins  personal 
holmess,    unity,    humility,    and   the    Christian   graces 
generally.    The  13th  commands  subjection  to  the  exist- 
ing civil  powers  ;  honesty  ;  mutual  love  enforced  by 
the  near  approach  of  the  day  of  the  Lord.   Here  Jewish 
Christians  are  specially  in  view.      Apprehension   was 
felt  lest  they  should  continue  to  cherish  the  sentiments 
they  held  respecting  heathen  rulers  before  they  became 
Christians,  and  be  tempted  to  rebel  against  the  govern- 
ment.    They  submitted  to  the  Roman  yoke  with  un- 
easiness.  Looking  at  the  oppression  they  had  to  endure 
under  it,  and  contrasting  their  religion  with  the  idolatry 
of  the  powers  that  crushed  them,  they  were  inclined  to 
revolt  against  their  rulers.     These  feelings  they  carried 
into  the  Christian  religion.   There  is  no  evidence  indeed, 
that  the  Jewish  Christians  of  the  church   had  become 
rebels   against  the  reigning  authorities,   cruel  though 
those  authorities  were  ;   but  the  writer  was  probably 
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aware  of  manifestations  of  feeling  which  might  prejudice 
the  Christian  cause.  The  subject  was  delicate  and  im- 
portant. The  apostle  gives  it  a  general  bearing,  so 
that  the  special  circumstances  which  led  to  its  introduc- 
tion are  liable  to  be  forgotten  in  the  universality  of  its 
aspect.  His  doctrine  is  passive  obedience,  one  that 
cannot  be  adopted  without  harm  to  the  progress  of 
civilisation.  Wicked  rulers  like  Nero,  usurpers  like  the 
first  and  third  Napoleons,  should  be  resisted  or  de- 
throned. Civil  liberty  is  opposed  to  passive  obedience. 
But  the  times  and  causes  of  resistance  to  tyrants  must 
be  carefully  considered.  What  was  best  for  the  Roman 
Christians  under  Nero,  or  what  the  writer  inculcates  as 
best  generally,  is  unsuited  to  all  times.  Though 
primitive  Christianity  did  not  disturb  the  existing 
arrangements  of  civil  society,  it  does  not  follow  that  its 
spirit  allowed  bad  rulers  to  act  unrestrained. 

Chapters  xiv.-xv.  13  refer  to  the  mutual  treatment 
of  the  two  classes  in  the  church.  Essenism  had  probably 
penetrated  into  the  ecclesiastical  life  of  the  church.^ 
The  '  weak  '  were  Jewish  Christians  who  not  only  ob- 
served sabbaths  and  feasts,  but  held  such  Ebionite 
principles  as  abstinence  from  flesh  and  wine.  Their 
Christianity  had  an  Essene  colouring  ;  for  such  absti- 
nence was  practised  by  the  Essenes  ;  but  it  was 
Ebionite  too.  No  good  reason  exists  for  denying  the 
ordinary  Jewish  Christianity,  coloured  as  it  may  have 
been  by  Essenism  of  the  majority  in  the  church  and  re- 
solving it  into  an  extreme  asceticism  on  the  part  of  a 
few  who  were  essentially  christianised  Essenes.  This 
conversion  of  the  weak  into  an  extreme  party  among 
the  Jewish  Christians,  leads  to  the  assumption  of  an 
opposite  extreme  among  the  Gentile  Christians,  whose 
freedom  was  ultra- Pauline.  The  apostle  refers,  not  to 
extremes,  but  merely  to  the  two  constituent  elements  of 

^  Ilitschrs  Altkatholische  Kirche,  p.  232,  et  scq.  2ud  ed. 
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the  church.  Why  should  tlie  Jewish  Christian  maj  ority  be 
separated  by  a  mild  form  of  the  usual  belief  from  a  small 
party  among  them  ;  or  the  Gentile  Christian  minority 
be  considered  moderately  Pauline  in  contradistinction 
from  an  extreme  few  who  pushed  their  principles  to 
excess  ?  The  hypothesis,  advocated  though  it  be  by 
Mangold  and  Ewald,  is  untenable.  In  relation  to  the 
two  classes  the  apostle  enforces  the  principle  of  charity. 
The  strong  and  the  weak  were  not  to  condemn  one 
another,  but  to  live  in  peace.  The  subject  of  mutual 
forbearance  is  resumed  at  the  beginning  of  the  loth 
chapter,  and  receives  a  more  general  application  to  Jews 
and  Gentiles,  supported  by  quotations  from  the  Old 
Testament.  The  writer  adopts  a  milder  tone,  justifying 
former  severity  by  his  ministerial  office,  which  leads 
him  to  speak  of  the  success  attending  his  labours,  the 
wide  sphere  of  his  activity,  especially  in  fields  unoc- 
cupied, and  his  long-projected  journey  to  Rome  after  he 
had  visited  Jerusalem.  In  anticipation  of  the  dangers 
and  obstacles  with  which  that  journey  was  beset,  he  re- 
quests the  prayers  of  his  readers,  and  concludes  with  a 
benediction  (xv.). 

The  16th  chapter  contains  a  recommendation  of 
Phebe,  the  bearer  of  the  letter,  various  salutations,  a 
warning  against  persons  who  caused  dissensions,  and  an 
ascription  of  praise  to  God  (xvi.  1-27). 

From  this  brief  analysis  it  will  appear  that  the 
apostle  does  not  follow  a  determinate  plan.  The 
separate  parts  of  the  epistle  are  not  elaborated  in  logical 
relation  to  the  whole.  The  sequences  and  turns  of 
thought,  the  phrases  and  connecting  particles,  result 
from  no  studied  purpose.  Systematic  precision  cannot 
be  attributed  to  the  work.  There  may  have  been  a 
clearly  defined  outline  in  the  writer's  mind  when  he 
began,  to  which  he  adhered  in  the  main  ;  but  great  free- 
dom shows  itself  in  details.  Digressions  occur  ;  sudden 
interruptions   of  the  train  of  thought  by  subordinate 
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ideas  ;  parenthetic  clauses  ;^  plays  upon  words.  There 
are  also  repetitions.  The  apostle  reverts  to  the  same 
thoughts,  and  expresses  them  differently.  Calm  pro- 
gression towards  one  conclusion  is  not  his  method  ;  re- 
trogression marks  his  path  as  well.  He  breaks  off  the 
thread  of  discourse,  and  returns  to  it.  He  avoids  saying 
directly  what  he  had  indirectly  established,  and  intro- 
duces the  utterance  of  strong  feeling  instead.  Con- 
flicting emotions  in  his  mind  influence  modes  of  expres- 
sion ;  and  convictions  are  softened  by  motives  of  deli- 
cacy or  ardent  love  of  the  nation.  Figurative  language 
supplies  the  place  of  prosaic  statement.  Arguments 
and  illustrations  from  the  Old  Testament  are  freely  used. 
The  prophets  are  quoted  to  show  what  they  did  not  in- 
tend. Their  words  are  applied  in  a  sense  alien  to  the 
connection,  or  adapted  by  alteration  to  a  particular  pur- 
pose. Important  terms  occur  in  shifting  senses,  and 
elude  attempts  to  fasten  them  to  the  same  ideas.  They 
narrow  and  widen  according  to  the  will  of  the  author 
or  the  exigencies  of  the  places  they  occupy.  Thus  the 
words  rendered  laic,  creature,  righteousness,  justification, 
vary  in  sense  even  in  the  same  context,  refusing  to 
speak  the  exact  alphabet  of  theologians  who  disfigure 
revelation  by  throwing  the  sacred  writers  into  one 
crucible  and  drawing  out  a  harmonious  system  ;  or  by 
confining  an  author  like  Paul  to  a  circle  of  ideas  ex- 
pressed in  exact  phraseology.  Nothing  can  be  more 
improper  than  to  treat  his  language  as  though  it  were 
logically  precise  ;  to  build  up  doctrinal  propositions  on 
isolated  sentences,  or  to  make  them  polished  stones  in 
the  structure  of  a  creed.  His  thoughts  and  phraseology 
must  be  taken  in  their  general  breadth  and  bearing. 

^  Too  many  parentheses  have  been  assumed  by  unskilful  interpreters, 
of  wbich  V.  13-17  and  ix.  3  are  examples.  The  latter  is  peculiarly 
unfortunate  ('  for  I  myself  did  wish  to  be  anathema  from  Christ '),  as  if 
the  words  referred  to  the  time  prior  to  Paul's  conversion ;  whereas 
Paul  only  expresses,  in  hyperbolical  language,  the  affection  he  bore  to 
his  countrymen. 
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The  forcible  outpourings  of  an  inspired  mind,  they  can 
never  cease  to  stimulate  and  instruct  those  who  read  ; 
but  they  cannot  satisfy  the  speculative  and  philosophical. 
Christianity  is  for  all,  for  the  childlike  and  teachable 
more  than  the  critical ;  and  the  greatest  expounder  of 
it,  after  its  Founder,  will  be  better  appreciated  by  the 
humble-minded  learner  than  the  philosopher.  The 
truths  on  which  Paul  insists  appeal  to  the  moral  in- 
stincts of  man,  and  while  approved  by  the  highest  judg- 
ment, fail  to  satisfy  scientific  processes  of  argument 
because  they  are  for  mankind  in  the  aggregate,  not  an 
educated  portion  merely  ;  for  humanity  as  it  is,  with 
its  broad  hopes  and  fears,  its  wants  and  weaknesses, 
rather  than  the  select  few  who  philosophise  about  pro- 
blems remote  fi'om  the  uppermost  necessities  of  the 
heart. 


PARAGRAPHS    INTERPRETED. 

'  Wherefore,  as  by  one  man  sin  entered  into  the 
world,  and  death  by  sin  ;  and  so  death  passed  upon  all 
men,  for  that  all  have  sinned.  (For  until  the  law  sin 
was  in  the  world  :  but  sin  is  not  imputed  when  there  is 
no  law.  Nevertheless  death  reigned  from  Adam  to 
Moses,  even  over  them  that  had  not  sinned  after  the 
similitude  of  Adam's  transgression,  who  is  the  figure  of 
him  that  was  to  come.  But  not  as  the  off'ence,  so  also 
is  the  free  gift.  For  if  through  the  offence  of  one  many 
be  dead,  much  more  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  gift  by 
grace,  which  is  by  one  man  Jesus  Christ,  hath  abounded 
unto  many.  And  not  as  it  was  by  one  that  sinned,  so 
is  the  gift  :  for  the  judgment  was  by  one  to  condemna- 
tion, but  the  free  gift  is  of  many  offences  unto  justifica- 
tion. For  if  by  one  man's  off'ence  death  reigned  by 
one  ;  much  more  they  which  receive  abundance  of 
grace  and  of  the  gift  of  righteousness  shall  reign  in 
life  by  one,  Jesus  Christ.)     Therefore  as  by  the  offence 
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of  one,  judgment  came  upon  all  men  to  condemnation  ; 
even  so  by  the  righteousness  of  one  the  free  gift  came 
upon  all  men  unto  justification  of  life.  For  as  by  one 
man's  disobedience  many  were  made  sinners,  so  by  the 
obedience  of  one  shall  many  be  made  righteous '  (v. 
12-19). 

This  passage  has  been  minutely  canvassed  by  con- 
troversial theologians  ;  and  has  served  as  the  foundation 
of  ciuTcnt  dogmas  among  polemics.  It  has  been  built 
upon  with  laborious  skill,  as  if  it  contained  important 
truth  which  it  were  unsafe  to  misapprehend  or  deny. 
We  must  restrict  ourselves  to  the  barest  outline  of  its 
meaning,  leaving  the  reader  to  fill  it  out  for  himself. 

The  construction  is  irregular.  There  is  no  clause 
corresponding  to  '  as  by  one  man  sin  entered  into  the 
world  and  death  by  sin,  and  so  death  passed  upon  all 
men,  for  that  all  have  sinned  ; '  and  the  apodosis  has  to 
be  supplied  out  of  '  who  is  the  figure  of  him  that  was 
to  come'  (v.  14).  The  writer  turns  aside  from  the  con- 
struction at  the  beo-innino;. 

Sin  entered  into  the  world  by  one  man,  i.e.  by  Adam  ; 
and  death  hy  sin.  Sin  is  here  spoken  of  as  a  person.  It 
does  not  mean  what  is  called  original  sin.  The  entrance 
of  sin  into  the  world  by  Adam's  act  of  transgression 
caused  death,  i.e.  physical  death.  Whether  such  death 
solely,  it  is  difiicult  to  decide,  because  spiritual  and 
physical  death  may  be  comprehended  in  the  one  word. 
The  latter  was  predominant  in  the  apostle's  mind  ;  we 
cannot  say  that  the  former  was  altogether  excluded. 

And  so  death  passed  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  sinned. 
In  consequence  of  the  connection  between  Adam's  sin 
and  death  as  cause  and  effect,  death  came  upon  all,  in- 
asmuch as  all  sinned.  Does  this  language  mean  that 
all  sinned  in  and  ivith  Adam  as  their  representative  ? 
The  reasoning  of  the  apostle  implies  an  affirmative 
answer  to  the  question.  The  transgression  of  Adam 
was   the  transgression  of  all  because  of  the  mystical 
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identity  of  the  race  with  their  representative  and  head. 
The  sin  of  the  mass  was  involved  in  the  sin  of  Adam. 

For  untii  the  law  sin  was  in  the  world :  but  sin  is  not 
imputed  when  there  is  no  law. 

This  verse  meets  an  objection  arising  from  what  the 
apostle  had  already  asserted,  '  where  no  law  is,  there  is 
no  trans oTession.'  How  could  all  be  sinners  during;  the 
interval  which  elapsed  from  Adam  to  the  giving  of  the 
Mosaic  law,  when  there  was  no  law  ?  Sin  is  not 
charered  to  men  where  there  is  no  law. 

Nevertheless  death  reigned  from  Adam  to  Moses,  even 
over  them  that  had  not  sinned  after  the  similitude  of 
Adam^s  transgression. 

Notwithstanding  this  non-imputation  of  sin  as  per- 
sonal guilt  it  still  existed,  as  is  proved  by  the  fact  that 
men  died  from  Adam  to  Moses,  even  though  they  did 
not  like  Adam  break  a  law  distinctly  promulgated. 

Who  is  the  figure  of  him  that  was  to  come.  The 
apostle  institutes  a  comparison  between  Adam  and 
Christ,  representing  them  as  type  and  antitype.  The 
comparison  is  rather  by  way  of  contrast,  for  the  object 
of  it  is  to  show  that  greater  benefits  have  resulted  from 
the  work  of  Christ  than  evils  from  Adam's  fall.  The 
cases  of  the  offence  and  the  free  gift  are  different.  If 
many  died  through  the  fall  of  one,  much  more  has  the 
grace  of  God,  and  the  gift  by  grace,  coming  through 
one  man  Jesus  Christ,  abounded  to  many.  There  is 
another  contrast.  The  effects  of  the  offence  and  of 
the  free  gift  are  condemnation  and  justification — con- 
demnation to  many,  arising  from  one  man's  offence  ; 
justification,  after  many  offences,  by  one  man's  right- 
eousness. 

The  eighteenth  verse  resumes  the  parallel  begun  at 
the  twelfth,  and  puts  the  particulars  of  similarity  and 
dissimilarity  together.  As  by  one  offence  judgment 
came  upon  all  men  to  condemnation,  so  the  free  gift 
came  upon  all  men  to  justification  of  life,  by  one  sen- 
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tence  of  justification.  The  all  in  the  first  case  are  the 
descendants  of  Adam  ;  so  are  they  in  the  second,  be- 
cause the  sentence  of  justification  has  been  passed  once 
for  all,  and  brings  eternal  life  to  such  as  appropriate 
it.  Its  consequences  are  available  for  all,  and  become 
real  as  soon  as  believed.  Many  were  made  sinners  by 
the  disobedience  of  one  man,  and  many  shall  be  made 
righteous  by  the  obedience  of  one.  How  this  takes 
place  is  not  explained.  The  writer  wishes  to  inculcate 
the  great  truth,  that  the  reign  of  grace  exceeds  the 
reign  of  sin. 

The  apostle  expresses  an  intimate  connection  be- 
tween Adam  and  his  posterity,  by  means  of  which 
Adam's  sin  and  death  caused  the  sin  and  death  of  his 
posterity.  '  By  one  man  many  were  made  sinners.' 
Elsewhere,  '  In  Adam  all  die.'  Whether  he  had  a 
definite  idea  of  this  connection  may  be  doubted,  because 
he  was  intent  on  his  parallel.  Theologians  however 
have  put,  or  attempted  to  put,  precision  into  his  lan- 
guage, by  representing  him  as  teaching  that  as  all  men 
sinned  in  and  with  Adam,  the  personal  guilt  of  his 
sin  is  imputed  to  each  one  of  his  posterity.  Such 
is  the  doctrine  of  original  sin,  deduced  from  the 
apostle's  language.  Sin  is  the  act  of  a  conscious  being 
who  has  a  perception  of  right  and  wrong  ;  and  none 
can  be  rightly  punished  for  another's  sin,  else  the  Judge 
of  all  the  earth  would  act  contrary  to  the  moral  sense 
He  has  implanted.  If  the  language  mean  that  '  Adam's 
sin  was  as  truly  the  sin  of  every  one  of  his  posterity,  as 
if  it  had  been  personally  committed  by  him,'  principles 
are  attributed  to  God  at  variance  with  his  moral  per- 
fections. The  utmost  that  the  apostle  can  mean  is,  that 
all  were  placed  in  the  position  of  sinners,  that  their 
objective  relation  to  God  was  determined  at  once  and  for 
ever  by  the  sin  of  Adam,  so  that  they  are  under 
sentence  of  death  from  the  first.  He  does  not  take 
into  account  the  sybject/ve  moral  condition  of  individual 
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men  ;  but  looks  at  them  in  the  mass  as  comprehended 
in  Adam,  and  brought  into  a  new  objective  relation  to 
God  by  their  sin  with  the  head.  They  are  under  sen- 
tence of  condemnation,  in  a  state  of  alienation  from 
God  antecedently  to  any  act  of  their  own,  as  is  shown 
by  the  universal  reign  of  death — the  death  even  of 
infants.  It  agrees  with  the  doctrine  of  Paul  to  say  that 
all  die  jyenally  because  of  Adam's  sin  which  was  also 
their  sin  ;  but  it  disagTces  with  his  language  to  say  that 
every  individual  is  subjected  to  guilt  on  account  of 
Adam's  transgression,  because  guilt  is  that  state  of  a 
moral  agent  which  results  from  his  actual  commission 
of  a  crime,  knowing  it  to  be  such. 

In  explaining  these  passages,  it  should  never  be  for- 
gotten that  the  language  is  that  of  a  speculative  man 
with  a  mind  of  mystic  tendency  ;  that  he  adapted 
Jewish  ideas  to  his  Christian  creed,  and  employed  a 
phraseology  expressive  of  his  peculiar  idiosyncrasy.  He 
was  not  a  western  logician  conducting  a  train  of  reason- 
ing ;  but  a  man  of  strong  feeling  drawing  comparisons 
to  set  forth  one  or  two  ideas  ;  inexact  in  language, 
using'  sino;le  words  without  studied  selection,  and  care- 
less  of  construction  or  syntax.  His  doctrinal  state- 
ments should  not  be  pressed  into  modern  church  creeds, 
apart  from  their  surroundings  or  limitations. 

'  What  shall  we  say  then  ?  Is  the  law  sin  ?  God 
forbid.  Nay,  I  had  not  known  sin,  but  by  the  law  :  for 
I  had  not  known  lust,  except  the  law  had  said.  Thou 
shalt  not  covet.  But  sin,  taking  occasion  by  the  com- 
mandment, wrought  in  me  all  manner  of  concupiscence. 
For  without  the  law  sin  was  dead.  For  I  was  alive 
without  the  law  once  :  but  when  the  commandment 
came,  sin  revived,  and  I  died.  And  the  commandment, 
which  was  ordained  to  life,  I  found  to  be  unto  death. 
For  sin,  taking  occasion  by  the  commandment,  deceived 
me,  and  by  it  slew  me.  Wherefore  the  law  is  holy,  and 
the  commandment  holy,  and  just,  and  good.     Was  then 
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that  which  is  good  made  death  unto  nie  ?  God  forbid. 
But  sin,  that  it  might  appear  sin,  working  death  in  me 
by  that  which  is  good  ;  that  sin  by  the  commandment 
might  become  exceeding  sinful.  For  we  know  that  the 
law  is  spiritual :  but  I  am  carnal,  sold  under  sin.  For 
that  which  I  do  I  allow  not  :  for  what  I  would,  that  do 
I  not  ;  but  what  I  hate,  that  do  I.  If  then  I  do  that 
which  I  would  not,  I  consent  unto  the  law  that  it  is 
good.  Now  then  it  is  no  more  I  that  do  it,  but  sin  that 
dwelleth  in  me.  For  I  know,  that  in  me,  (that  is,  in  my 
flesh,)  dwelleth  no  good  thing  :  for  to  will  is  present 
with  me  ;  but  how  to  perform  that  which  is  good  I  find 
not.  For  the  good  that  I  would  1  do  not  :  but  the  evil 
which  I  would  not,  that  I  do.  Now  if  I  do  that  I  would 
not,  it  is  no  more  I  that  do  it,  but  sin  that  dwelleth  in 
me.  I  find  then  a  law,  that,  when  I  would  do  good, 
evil  is  present  with  me.  For  I  delight  in  the  law  of  God 
after  the  inward  man  :  But  I  see  another  law  in  my 
members,  warring  against  the  law  of  my  mind,  and 
bringing  me  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  sm  which  is  in 
my  members.  0  wretched  man  that  I  am !  who  shall 
deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  ?  I  thank  God 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  So  then  with  the  mind 
I  myself  serve  the  law  of  God  ;  but  with  the  flesh  the 
law  of  sin'  (vii.  7-25). 

This  paragraph  is  perplexing  to  interpreters.  As  the 
language  of  it  is  not  consistent  with  itself,  and  opposite 
states  of  feeling  are  expressed  in  various  clauses,  com- 
mentators have  been  at  a  loss  about  the  general  meaninof. 
The  leading  question  which  arises  on  its  perusal  is  : 
Does  the  apostle  speak  of  a  regenerate  or  unregenerate 
man?  Before  attempting  an  answer,  it  should  be  stated, 
that  however  the  language  may  appear  to  change  in  the 
latter  part,  there  is  no  good  reason  for  dividing  the  para- 
graph into  two,  and  appropriating  them  to  such  diff"erent 
persons  as  the  unregenerate  and  regenerate  respectively. 

VOL.  I.  L 
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Verses  7-14  and  15-25  refer  to  the  same  general  state 
of  mind.  As  to  the  main  point,  whether  the  unrenewed 
or  renewed  man  is  described,  if  a  categorical  answer 
be  demanded,  it  must  be  given  m  favour  of  the  former. 
But  no  light  is  thrown  on  the  interpretation  by  restric- 
ting the  passage  to  one  or  the  other  ;  and  the  phraseo- 
logy affords  satisfactory  ground  for  neither.  Both 
classes  of  commentators — those  who  apply  it  to  Chris- 
tians and  such  as  refer  it  to  the  unregenerate,  are 
compelled  to  modify  phrases  which  seem  to  stand  in 
their  way,  as  soon  as  they  look  at  grammatical  or 
lingfuistic  considerations.  Both  are  rio;ht  and  both 
wrong.  The  paragraph  does  not  belong  either  to  the 
unregenerate  or  to  the  regenerate  alone,  because,  as 
Jowett  truly  says,  '  Mankind  are  not  divided  into  rege- 
nerate and  unregenerate,  but  are  in  a  state  of  transition 
from  one  to  the  other,  or  too  dead  and  unconscious  to  be 
included  in  either.'  The  writer  describes  a  conflict  and 
progress  m  the  soul,  from  its  being  awakened  to  a  con-- 
sciousness  of  sin  by  the  law,  till  its  emancipation  and 
victory  spoken  of  in  the  commencement  of  the  eighth 
chapter.  There  is  no  regular  progression  in  the  com- 
bat. The  stages  are  not  described  in  exact  gradation. 
Yet  there  is  advancement  notwithstanding.  The  soul's 
struggles  become  less  violent  as  the  power  of  sin  grows 
weaker.  The  will  gradually  exercises  more  control 
over  the  knowledge  and  actions. 

The  /  is  an  ideal  person  rather  than  the  apostle  him- 
self As  the  nature  is  divided  into  flesh  and  spirit,  the 
/  shifts  from  the  one  to  the  other  or  hovers  between 
them.  And  as  to  the  law  spoken  of,  the  writer  had 
regard  to  the  Mosaic  law  more  than  any  other,  though 
the  law  written  in  the  heart  was  also  in  his  thoughts. 

The  state  described  is  to  some  extent  ideal.  Few 
men  pass  through  all  its  stages,  though  many  pass 
through  some  of  them.  Deep  consciousness  of  sin,  with 
imperfect  views  of  the  love  of  God  and  of  the  moral 
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law,  will  often  produce  a  spiritual  combat  in  strong 
miiids.  It  was  so  with  Luther.  The  experience  of  the 
apostle  himself  supplied  some  of  the  moods  which  he 
exhibits.  The  goodness  of  law,  as  well  as  its  evil,  are 
seen  in  the  description.  The  condition  is  not  a  law-state, 
to  use  the  phrase  of  the  old  divines  ;  nor  is  it  what  they 
call  a  gospel-state  of  mind.  It  is  a  mixed  condition — an 
incipient  spirituality  advancing  to  freedom  and  peace  of 
conscience.  The  lower  nature  is  checked  by  the  higher; 
and  though  the  will  is  enlightened,  it  does  not  uniformly 
carry  out  its  determinations.  Here  as  in  other  parts  of 
the  epistle,  the  writer  uses  the  language  of  strong  feel- 
ing, and  paints  the  phases  of  a  mmd  conscious  of  sin  in 
shifting  colours,  agreeably  to  the  varying  shades  of  light 
and  darkness  which  pass  over  it.  It  is  therefore  incorrect 
to  press  his  phraseology  into  the  service  of  theological 
systems,  as  Augustine  did  against  Pelagianism.  The 
further  it  is  kept  from  the  crucible  of  controversialists, 
the  more  intelligible  it  becomes.  Why  should  there  be 
so  great  anxiety  to  make  it  suit  either  the  regenerate  or 
the  unregenerate  man,  as  if  the  states  of  mind  charac- 
teristic of  each  could  be  separated  ?  Is  there  no  transition 
of  the  one  into  the  other — no  blending  of  spiritual  with 
unspiritual  states  of  mind?  Does  not  the  flesh  often 
get  the  better  of  the  spirit  in  the  Christian?  Does  not 
the  spirit  often  control  the  flesh  in  him  who  is  but  half 
Christian  m  character  and  action  ? 

It  obscures  the  interpretation  of  vii.  7-25,  to  bring 
it  into  antithesis  to  viii.  1-17,  as  Tholuck  does  after 
Turretin.  The  two  are  not  antagonistic,  descriptive 
of  non- Christian  and  Christian  character  respectively  ; 
the  latter  is  the  ultimate  issue  of  the  former.  The 
difference  between  them  is  one  of  time  and  degree,  not 
of  essence.  The  final  triumph  of  the  spirit  over  the 
flesh  is  the  aim  and  end  of  the  spiritual  combat  de- 
scribed so  vividly  in  vii.  7-25.  The  two  complete  the 
description  of  a  state  in  which  the  awakened  conscience, 

l2 
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struggling  to  get  free  from  the  trammels  of  guilt,  suffers 
many  reverses,  but  is  at  length  released  from  the  pain- 
ful conflict,  and  has  peace.  The  triumph  is  complete, 
but  seldom  realised  in  actual  experience  without  recur- 
ring struggles. 


1-19 


THE  EPISTLE  TO  PHILEMON. 


THE    PERSON    TO    WHOM    THE    EPISTLE    WAS    ADDRESSED. 

Philemon  was  a  person  of  distinction  in  the  church  at 
Colossse,  remarkable  for  his  Christian  activity  and  hos- 
pitality. The  position  he  occupied  among  the  believers 
there  is  unknown.  The  apostle  calls  him  his  fellow - 
labourer^  an  appellation  which  has  led  many  to  suppose 
that  he  filled  an  office,  either  that  of  elder  or  deacon. 
The  title  does  not  necessarily  indicate  office.  Ecclesi- 
astical tradition  makes  him  bishop  at  Colossse,  and  a 
martyr  in  Rome  under  Nero.  According  to  Michaelis, 
his  house  was  a  spacious  one,  because  a  part  of  the 
Christian  community  assembled  in  it,  and  travelling 
Christians  were  entertained.  Others  suppose  that  his 
premises  were  not  very  extensive,  because  the  apostle 
requested  him  to  prepare  a  lodging  in  a  hired  house, 
where  he  might  receive  all  that  came  to  him.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  he  was  a  man  of  substance  in  the  place.  The 
nineteenth  verse  shows  that  he  had  been  converted  by 
Paul,  perhaps  at  Ephesus,  for  there  is  no  evidence  that 
the  apostle  was  ever  at  Colossae.  Benson^  argues  that 
Philemon  received  the  gospel  from  some  of  Paul's  con- 
verts or  assistants  such  as  Timothy  or  one  of  the  persons 
mentioned  in  Coloss.  iv.  10,  &c.  and  in  Philemon  (verse 
23).  His  conversion  would  thus  be  owing  to  the  apostle 
indirectly.  But  the  expressions  in  the  nineteenth  verse 
are  too  strong  for  this.     If  some  of  the  Colossians  went 

*  Paraphrase  on  the  Epistle  to  I'hilemon,  p.  338. 
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to  Ephesus  and  heard  Paul  preach  there,  may  not  Phi- 
lemon have  been  one  of  them  ? 

Philemon  had  a  church  in  his  house,  not  consisting, 
as  some  suppose,  of  the  members  of  his  own  family 
merely  but  of  other  believers.  Along  with  him  is  men- 
tioned Archippus,  the  same  person  spoken  of  in  the 
epistle  to  the  Colossians  (iv.  17).  Many  think  he  was 
Philemon's  son,  and  Apphia  Philemon's  wife.  All  seem 
to  have  been  connected  by  family  ties,  or  to  have  be- 
longed to  the  little  circle  termed  the  church  in  the  house ; 
else  Apphia  would  not  have  been  introduced  into  a 
private  letter.  Onesimus,  Philemon's  slave,  has  been 
metamorphosed  by  tradition  into  bishop  of  Beroea  in 
Macedonia,  and  is  said  to  have  suffered  martyrdom  at 
Rome.  Others  identify  him  with  Onesimus  bishop  of 
Ephesus,  so  that  Ephesus  becomes  Philemon's  place  of 
abode.  Such  is  Holtzmann's  opinion.  But  the  Onesi- 
mus of  Ephesus  was  a  different  person  from  him  who  is 
spoken  of  in  our  epistle.^ 


OCCASION   OF   THE   LETTER. 

The  slave  Onesimus  had  run  away  from  his  master 
at  Colossa3,  fearing  punishment  for  some  crime  or  act  of 
disobedience.  It  has  been  thought  that  he  robbed  Phi- 
lemon (verses  11-18).  The  eighteenth  verse,  in  which 
the  word  translated  uironged  ^  is  explained  by  the  verb 
oices,^  may  refer  to  theft^  something  taken  from  his  master, 
but  not  necessarily  so.  Another  opinion  is,  that  he  had 
been  idle,  and  had  run  away  to  escape  work  ;  in  which 
case  the  loss  of  service  is  referred  to  in  the  18th  verse. 
The  language  appears  to  us  to  denote  some  act  of  theft. 

Having  found  Paul  at  Rome,  he  had  been  converted 
to  the  Christian  faith.  Perhaps  he  had  known  the 
apostle  before. 

^  See  Ignat.  ad  Ephes.  i.  0. 

■   r]8tKr)cr(.  "*   6<p(lKfl. 
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It  is  unnecessary  to  suppose  that  Philemon  was  keen 
and  obstinate  in  his  resentments,  to  account  for  the 
solicitude  shown  by  the  apostle  in  the  matter.  As  far 
as  we  can  gather  from  the  letter,  his  disposition  was  be- 
nevolent. When  Paul  despatched  Tychicus  to  Colossa?, 
with  a  letter  to  the  Christians  there,  he  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  sending  Onesimus  back  to  his  master  with  the 
present  one,  recommending  him  to  his  confidence. 


TIME    AND    PLACE    OF    WRITING. 

The  time  and  place  of  writing  are  determined  by  the 
epistles  to  the  Colossians  and  Philippians.  The  apostle 
was  a  prisoner  either  at  Caesarea  or  Rome.  In  favour 
of  the  former,  Hilgenfeld  refers  to  the  request  of  the 
writer  that  a  lodging  should  be  prepared  for  him  in 
Colossse,  because  he  hoped  for  a  speedy  release  ;  that  a 
date  prior  to  a.d.  61  is  implied,  in  which  year  Colosste 
was  partially  destroyed  by  an  earthquake  ;  and  that  the 
mention  of  Epaphras,  the  writer's  fellow-prisoner,  of 
Mark  who  had  a  house  in  Jerusalem,  of  Aristarchus  and 
Luke,  who  had  accompanied  Paul  to  Caesarea  (Acts  xx. 
4,  5),  and  afterwards  to  Rome  (Acts  xxvii.  2),  suitCse- 
sarea  best.  These  considerations  are  not  conclusive.  If 
the  apostle  expected  a  speedy  deliverance  from  captivity, 
why  should  he  go  to  Phrygia  rather  than  Rome  to  which 
place  he  was  proceeding  when  detained  at  Caesarea? 
As  to  the  earthquake,  we  do  not  know  if  Colossa3  suffered 
with  Laodicea.  Tacitus  speaks  of  the  latter  alone.  Eu- 
sebius  indeed  says  that  the  Laodicean  earthquake  affected 
Hierapolis  and  Colossal  ;  but  he  puts  it  in  the  tenth 
year  of  Nero.  There  is  no  reason  for  disturbing  the  old 
opinion  that  Paul  Avas  prisoner  at  Rome  when  he  wrote 
this  letter.  Onesimus,  who  had  charge  of  it,  travelled 
with  Tychicus.  It  should  be  dated  a.d.  62,  and  was  the 
first  of  those  written  in  the  Roman  captivity. 
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AUTHENTICITY. 

The  authenticity  was  first  questioned  by  Baur,  whose 
ingenuity  supplied  several  arguments  in  support  of  his 
opinion.  He  was  followed  by  Holtzmann,  who  examines 
the  epistle  minutely,  and  discovers  in  it  the  use  of  the. 
Colossian  and  Ephesian  epistles,  or  rather  a  simultane- 
ousness  of  situation,  expression  and  ideas  belonging  to 
the  three  epistles  which  brings  the  present  one  into  the 
second  century.  His  essay  is  more  ingenious  than  con- 
vincing-.^ 

Supposed  allusions  to  it  in  the  Ignatian  epistles  must 
be  omitted  as  irrelevant.  The  tkree  places  which  Kirch- 
hofer  quotes  from  the  epistles  to  the  Ephesians,  Mag- 
nesians,  and  Polycarp  are  too  remote  to  be  trusted. 
The  earliest  writer  who  expressly  alludes  to  it  is  Ter- 
tullian  :  '  This  epistle  alone  has  had  an  advantage  from 
its  brevity,  for  by  that  it  has  escaped  the  falsifying 
hands  of  Marcion.  Nevertheless,  I  wonder  that  when 
he  receives  one  epistle  to  one  man,  he  should  reject  two 
to  Timothy,  and  one  to  Titus,  which  treat  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  church.'^  Here  it  is  asserted  that  Marcion 
received  it  into  his  canon. 

It  is  in  the  Muratorian  list.*^ 

Origen  speaks  of  it  thus  :  '  Which  Paul  bemg  aware 
of,  ih  the  epistle  to  Philemon  said  to  Philemon  about 
Onesimus,'  &c.*  Again:  'As  Paul  says  to  Philemon,  "  AVe 
have  great  joy  and  consolation  in  thy  love,  because  the 
bowels  of  the  saints  are  refreshed  by  thee,  brother." '  ^ 

1  See  Ililgenfeld's  Zeiischrifi  for  1873,  p.  428,  etc. 

'^  'Soli  huic  epistnlpe  brevitas  sua  profuit,  ut  falsarias  manus  Marcionis 
evaderet.  Miror  tamen  cum  ad  unum  hominem  literas  factas  receperit, 
quid  ad  Timotheum  duas,  et  uuam  ad  Titum  de  ecelesiastico  statu  compositas 
recusaverit." — Adv.  Marcion.  v.  42. 

^  See  f'rediier'.s  Zur  Gesfhichte  des  Kanons,  p.  76. 

■*  oTTfp  Km  6  IlavXos  imrrrajjifvos,  eXeyfi'  fv  rfj  npos  ^tXr^/zoj/a  iirKTToXrj  rw 
4>iX?7/xoi't  nep\  rov  ^Ovijaipiw,  K.r.A. — Hviiiil.  VI  Jcrvm.  10. 

'  '  Sicut  Puulus  ad  I'bilemoua  dicit,  Guudiura  euim  niaguuiu  habuimui!, 
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Elsewhere:  '  Of  Paul  it  was  said  to  Philemon,  "Being 
such  an  one  as  Paul  the  aged,"  since  he  was  a  young 
man  when  Stephen  was  stoned  for  the  testimony  of 
Christ,  and  he  kept  the  garments  of  them  that  slew 
him.'  1 

Eusebius  also  includes  it  in  the  canon.-  Jerome, 
commenting  on  the  epistle,  alludes  to  some  who  either 
rejected  or  made  objections  to  it ;  and  in  answering  the 
objections  affirms  that  it  had  been  always  received  by 
all  the  churches.^ 

In  the  time  of  Jerome*  there  were  some  who  did  not 
receive  it,  asserting  that  it  had  been  rejected  by  most  of 
the  ancients,  which  was  a  mistake.  From  the  unimpor- 
tant nature  of  its  contents,  these  doubters  supposed  either 
that  it  did  not  proceed  from  Paul,  or  that  he  wrote  it  in 
his  private,  unapostolic  capacity. 

According  to  Baur,  the  language  is  un-Pauline.  A 
considerable  number  of  expressions  do  not  appear  in 
Paul's  writings,  but  only  in  the  epistles  of  questionable 
authenticity,  such  as  felloiv -soldier  (2)  figuratively,  oc- 
curring in  the  pastoral  epistles,  to  enjoin  that  ivhich  is  con- 
venient (8),  the  aged  (9),  unprofitable,  profitable  (11),  to 
receive  (15),  repay,  owe  (19),  to  have  joy  of  (20),  a 
lodging  (22),  the  thrice  repeated  bowels,  a  word,  however, 
not  un- Pauline.^  It  is  also  said,  that  the  letter  con- 
tains improbabilities  ;  that  it  exhibits  the  beginning  of 
a  romance  literature,  like  the  Clementine  homilies,  the 
tendency  of  the  romance  being  to  show  that  what  is  lost 
on  earth  is  gained  in  heaven.     If  we  suppose  that  Paul 

et  consolationem  in  charitate  tua,  quia  viscera  sanctorum  requieverunt  per 
te,  frater.' — Comment,  in  Matt,  tract.  34. 

'  '  De  Paulo  autem  dictum  est  ad  Philemona,  Ilimc  autem  ut  Pauhis 
senex,  cum  esset  adolescentulus  quando  Stephanas  pro  t^hristi  testimonio 
lapidabatur,  et  ipse  vestimenta  servabat  iuterficientium  eum." — Ihid.  tract.  33. 

'^  Hist.  Eecles.  iii.  c.  25. 

^   Comment,  in  Ej).  ad  PMlem. — 0pp.  vol.  iv.  p.  442. 

*  Procem.  Comment,  in  Ep.  ad  Philem. 

'  (yvtJTpnriu>Tr]s,  (TTiTacrcreiv  to  avrjKov,  npfcrlivTTjs,  uxp^Icttos,  evxprjaTOSt 
(iTTf\(ii>,  dnoTiveiv,  Trpocro^tiAeii^,  crou  ovaifXTjv,  ^euia,  (Tn\ay\i>a, 
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and  Onesimus  were  previously  acqnaintecl,  and  that  the 
hitter  went  to  the  apostle  when  he  began  to  repent  of 
his  flight,  no  room  will  be  left  for  that  peculiar  coin- 
cidence of  accidental  circumstances  which  Baur  finds 
in  the  letter.^ 

Holtzmann  assumes  two  interpolations  proceeding 
from  the  author  of  that  to  the  Ephesians,  viz.  verses  1, 
4-6,  which  is  an  improbable  conjecture. 

CONTENTS. 

The  apostle  states  the  case  of  Onesimus  to  Philemon, 
and  entreats  him  to  receive  his  servant  again,  not  as  a 
slave  but  a  Christian  brother.  The  first  three  verses  con- 
tain the  dedication  and  salutation.  After  this  the  writer 
thanks  God  for  what  he  had  heard  of  Philemon's  faith 
and  love  towards  the  Lord  Jesus  and  all  saints,  ex- 
pressing his  joy  that  he  had  behaved  so  generously  to 
Christians  ( 1-7  )  .•  The  proper  subj  ect  of  the  letter  begins 
at  the  eighth  verse,  and  is  continued  till  the  twenty-first. 
As  an  apostle,  he  might  have  enjoined  Philemon  to  do 
what  Christian  principle  required  in  respect  to  Onesimus  ; 
but  he  rather  chooses,  as  the  aged  prisoner  of  Christ,  to 
beseech  him  to  receive  Onesimus,  for  though  the  latter 
had  behaved  improperly  he  was  now  a  different  person. 
Paul  might  have  retamed  him  to  minister  to  himself, 
but  would  do  nothing  without  Philemon's  consent. 
Providence  had  made  his  departure  the  means  of  his 
reformation,  that  his  master  might  receive  him  for  ever, 
not  as  a  slave  but  a  brother.  He  therefore  entreats 
Philemon  to  take  him  back,  promising  to  pay  or  requite 
the  master  for  any  wrong  the  slave  had  done,  should 
the  former  require  it.  But  he  is  confident  that  the 
master  will  exceed  the  request  (8-21).  The  last  four 
verses  are  the  conclusion,  in  which  the  writer  desires 
Philemon  to  provide  him   a  lodging,  sends  salutations 

*  Paulas  dcr  Apostcl,  pp.  475-480. 
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from  several  fellow-labourers,  and  wishes  his  correspon- 
dent the  rich  communication  and  continual  presence  of 
the  favour  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  nineteenth  verse  shows  that  the  apostle  wrote 
the  letter  himself,  to  make  the  effect  certain.  Bertholdt's 
mference  from  it,  that  the  preceding  portion  did  not 
proceed  from  the  apostle's  own  hand,  is  incorrect. 

The  letter  is  a  friendly  not  a  doctrinal  one.  It  re- 
lates to  a  private  matter  between  Philemon  and  his 
slave.  But  though  it  is  of  little  importance  as  a  public 
document  relating  to  Christian  truth  or  history,  it  is 
not  without  use,  because  it  serves  as  a  practical  com- 
mentary on  Coloss.  iv.  6,  putting  Paul's  character  in  a 
light  which  none  other  of  his  writings  exhibits.  The 
qualities  which  dictated  its  composition  are  eminently 
attractive.  Dignity,  generosity,  prudence,  friendship, 
affection,  politeness,  skilful  address,  purity,  are  apparent. 
Hence  it  has  been  called  with  great  propriety,  the 
polite  epistle.  True  delicacy,  fine  address,  consummate 
courtesy,  nice  strokes  of  rhetoric,  make  it  a  unique 
specimen  of  the  epistolary  style.  It  shows  the  perfect 
Christian  gentleman. 

Doddridge  has  compared  it  to  an  epistle  of  Pliny 
supposed  to  have  been  written  on  a  similar  occasion, 
pronouncing  it  far  superior  as  a  human  composition  ; 
though  antiquity  furnishes  no  example  of  the  epistolary 
style  equal  to  that  of  the  younger  Pliny  to  Sabinian. 

The  opinion  advocated  by  Wieseler  ^  and  Thiersch  ''^ 
that  the  epistle  to  the  Laodiceans,  mentioned  in  Coloss. 
iv.  16,  is  identical  with  the  present  one  to  Philemon, 
rests  on  mere  assumptions — such  as,  that  our  letter  was 
not  addressed  to  Philemon  alone  but  also  to  Archippus  ; 
and  that  both  belonged  to  Laodicea.  Nothing  appears 
to  us  more  certain  than  that  they  were  members  of  the 
Christian  community  at  Colossas. 

^   C/ironoloffie  des  apostol.  Zeitalf.  u.  s.  iv.,  p.  452,  et  seq. 
-   Versuch  zur  Herstcllung  des  histoj'ischen  Standimnkts  u.  s.  w.,  p.  424. 
note  46. 
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THE  EPISTLE  TO  THE  PHILIPPIANS. 


SOME    CIRCUMSTANCES    CONNECTED    WITH    PHILIPPI. 

PhiLiPPi  belonged  originally  to  Thrace,  but  was  after- 
wards reckoned  to  Macedonia,  According  to  Diodorus 
Siculus  the  old  name  was  Crenides,  from  numerous 
springs  in  its  vicinity.  It  was  situated  on  a  rising  ground 
about  nine  miles  inland,  north-west  of  its  harbour  Nea- 
polis.  Philip,  perceiving  the  importance  of  the  situation, 
repaired  and  enlarged  the  town,  fortifying  it  against  the 
incursions  of  the  Thracians,  and  from  him  it  was  called 
Philippi  (b.c.  358).  The  battles  fought  near  it  are 
remarkable  in  history,  especially  the  second. 

The  writer  of  the  Acts  notices  it  thus  :  '  which  is 
the  first  place  of  the  district,  a  city  of  Macedonia,  a 
colony,'  words  that  give  rise  to  considerable  diversity 
of  opinion.  When  Paulus  ^Emilius  conquered  Perseus, 
he  divided  Macedonia  into  four  parts  or  regions  ;  and 
Philippi  was  assigned  to  the  first  of  them  with  Amphi- 
polis  as  its  capital.  The  most  natural  interpretation  is, 
the  first  Macedonian  city  at  which  one  coming  from 
proconsular  Asia  would  arrive  ;  Neapolis  belonging  to 
Thrace,  not  to  Macedonia,  Thus  the  adjective  j^?'.9f  re- 
spects locality.  But  many  refer  it  to  political  rank^  trans- 
lating '  a  cMef  city  of  that  part  of  Macedonia,' 

The  apostle  Paul  visited  Philippi  on  his  second 
missionary  journe)^,  accompanied  by  Silas,  Timothy,  and 
Luke  ;  and  preached  in  a  Jewish  proseucha  or  temporary 
place  of  worship.     But  he  suffered  severe  treatment  at 
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the  hands  of  the  selfish  heathen  and  magistrates  of  the 
place,  by  whom  he  was  imprisoned.  After  a  short  stay 
he  left  the  city  (Acts  xvi.}.  During  his  absence,  Luke, 
Timothy,  Epaphroditus,  and  perhaps  Clement,  laboured 
to  enlarge  and  strengthen  the  church  he  had  founded. 
He  visited  it  again  on  his  third  missionary  tour. 
"Whether  this  happened  when  he  passed  through  Mace- 
donia on  his  way  to  Grreece,  accompanied  by  Tychicus 
and  Trophimus,  is  more  than  doubtful  ;  though  some 
suppose  that  he  even  wrote  there,  at  the  time,  the  second 
epistle  to  the  Corinthians.  None  but  two  visits  can  be 
made  out  with  certainty  (Acts  xx.). 

Philippi  was  the  first  European  town  that  received 
the  gospel,  the  standard  of  divine  truth  being  planted 
where  contending  armies  had  met.  While  historians 
of  Rome  will  point  to  Philippi  as  the  scene  of  a  me- 
morable struggle,  and  lament  over  the  fallen  Brutus 
the  stern  defender  of  his  country's  freedom,  religious 
historians  will  prefer  to  speak  of  a  spiritual  victory 
achieved  by  Christianity.  Brutus  and  Cassius,  Augustus 
and  Antony,  vanish  from  the  view  of  enlightened  pa- 
triotism before  Paul  and  Silas,  Luke  and  Epaphroditus, 
— victors  nobler  far  than  blood-stained  Romans  at  the 
head  of  armies. 

AUTHENTICITY. 

External  testimonies  in  favour  of  the  Pauline  author- 
ship are  abundant  and  unanimous.  Thus  Polycarp 
writes  to  the  Philippians  :  '  For  neither  I  nor  any  one 
like  me,  can  reach  the  wisdom  of  the  blessed  and  glo- 
rious Paul  ....  who  also,  when  absent,  wrote  to 
you  letters,  into  which  if  ye  look  ye  will  be  able  to 
edify  yourselves  in  the  faith  which  has  been  given 
you.'  1 

'  ovTt  yap  eyo),  oi'Ve  aXKos  o^oios  efioi  SCvarai  KaraKoXovdijcrui  rij  (TO(pia 
Tov  fianapiov  Koi  fvdo^ov  IlaiiXov,  os  Koi  anaii'  vfiiv  eypa'^ev  (mcrroKas  di  as 
fhu  fyKvnrriTf,  dvvijdi'jcreade  otKoSo/ietcr^at  els  rrju  dodfJaav  Vfiiv  tti(ttii',  k.t.K. — 
Hj).  ad  Philipi).  c.  iii. 
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Again  :  '  But  I  have  neither  perceived  nor  heard  any 
such  tiling  in  you,  among  whom  tlie  blessed  Paul 
laboured,  who  are  [praised]  in  the  beginning  of  his 
epistle.  For  he  glories  in  you  m  all  the  churches  which 
alone  knew  God  then.'  ^ 

Irena3us  says  :  '  As  Paul  also  says  to  the  Philip- 
pians  :  "I  am  full,  having  received  of  Epaphroditus 
the  things  which  were  sent  from  you,  an  odour  of  a  sweet 
smell,  a  sacrifice  acceptable,  well-pleasing  to  God."  '  ^ 

The  followmg  occurs  in  Clement  of  Alexandria  : 
*  When  Paul  confesses  of  himself,  "  Not  as  though  I 
had   already   attained,   either   were   already   perfect," ' 

&C.3 

TertuUian  writes  :  '  Of  which  (hope)  being  in  sus- 
pense himself,  when  he  writes  to  the  Philippians,  "  If 
by  any  means,"  says  he,  "I  might  attain  to  the  resur- 
rection of  the  dead  :  not  as  though  I  had  already  at- 
tained, or  were  perfected."  '  * 

In  the  epistle  of  the  churches  of  Vienne  and  Lyons, 
the  following  quotation  occurs  from  the  second  chapter: 
'  who  also  were  so  far  followers  and  imitators  of  Christ, 
"  Who  being  in  the  form  of  God,  thought  it  no  robbery 
to  be  equal  with  God,"  '  &c.^ 

In  modern  times  the  authenticity  has  been  ques- 
tioned.  Schrader  took  exception  to  hi.  1-iv.  9.  Baur  and 

^  f-yo)  8e  ovdev  toiovto  ivorjcra  iv  ifxlv  ovSe  ijnovara,  ev  ois  KeKoniaKev  6 
(laKcipios  JIavXos,  oiTives  eVre  iv  "-PXIJ  ''^^  eVto-roXJjf  avrov  •  nepl  Vficov  yap  iv 
irda-nis  rais  iKKKTja-lais  Kavxarai,  at  fjLovai  rort  Beov  imyvioKeiaav. — Ej).  ad 
P/iilipp.  c.  xi. 

^  '  Quemadmodum  et  Paulus  Philippeusibiis  ait :  Repletus  sum,  acceptis 
ab  Epaplirodito  quse  a  vobis  missa  sunt,  odoreni  suavitatis,  hostiam  accep- 
tabilem,  placentem  Deo.' — Adv.  H<src8.  iv.  18,  4,  p.  1026,  ed.  Migne. 

^  avTov  ofioXoyovvTos  tov  UavXov  irepl  eavrov  •  Ov^  on  fj8r)  eXajBov,  k.t.X. 
— Fadagog.  lib.  i.  p.  107,  D.     See  also  Stromata,  iv.  p.  511  A. 

■*  'Ad  quam  (justitiam)  pendens  et  ipse,  quum  Philippensibus  scribit, 
si  qua,  inquit,  coucurram  in  resurrectionem  quje  est  a  mortuis;  non  quia 
jamaccepi,  aut  consummatus  sum.' — De  Resurrect.  Carnis,  c.  xxiii. 

*  01  Km  ini  TO(TOVTOv  ^jjXcorai  (cai  fxip.r]Tai  XpiaTov  iyivovro,  os  iv  fiopcpjj 
Qfov  vndpxciiv  ov)^  dpTTuyp-uv  yyija-uTo  to  (ivai  laa  Qea. — Ap.  Euseb.  Hist. 
Eccles.  V.  2. 
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Schwegler  rejected  the  Pauline  authorship  of  the  whole, 
and  were  followed  by  Volkmar,  F.  Hitzig,  and  Hinsch. 

Let  us  glance  at  Baur's  arguments. 

1.  The  epistle  moves  in  the  circle  of  Gnostic  ideas 
and  expressions,  which  it  appropriates  and  adopts  with 
the  necessary  modification.  This  is  specially  observable 
in  the  obscure  passage  ii.  5-8  :  '  Let  this  mind  be  in 
you  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus  ;  who,  being  in  the 
form  of  God,  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with 
God  ;  but  made  himself  of  no  reputation,  and  took  upon 
him  the  form  of  a  servant,  and  was  made  in  the  likeness 
of  men  ;  and  being  found  in  fashion  as  a  man,  he 
humbled  himself,  and  became  obedient  unto  death,  even 
the  death  of  the  cross.'  The  sixth  verse  is  so  peculiar, 
that  the  critic  thinks  it  intelligible  solely  on  the  sup- 
position that  the  writer  had  the  Gnostic  doctrine  before 
his  eyes,  according  to  which  Sophia,  the  last  of  the  a^ons, 
moved  by  the  intensity  of  its  desires  to  know  the  abso- 
solute  One,  attempted  to  get  hold  of  that  knowledge  but 
failed,  and  fell  from  the plewma  into  emptiness  or  kmonia. 
What  Sophia  thus  wished  to  obtam  is  tantamount  to 
the  being  equal  idth  God — an  act  of  violence  contrary  to 
its  nature,  and  a  crime  against  the  absolute  Father. 
This  is  applied  to  Christ,  of  whom  it  is  said  that  he  did 
not  act  like  Sophia. 

Here  much  depends  on  the  true  explanation  of  the 
passage.  It  would  be  out  of  place  to  enter  at  leno-th  on 
its  discussion  and  canvass  the  different  views  taken  of  it. 
All  that  we  can  do  is  to  intimate  our  opinion  in  the  shortest 
way,  '  Being  in  the  form  of  God  '  is  nearly  equivalent  to 
'  the  image  of  God,'  and  '  an  effulgence  of  his  glory  ; '  ex- 
pressions in  the  epistles  of  other  writers.  '  The  being 
equal  with  God  '  is  the  object  of  robbery  or  seizure.^ 
And  the  sense  is,  who  existing  in  the  form  of  God,  a 
person  consisting  of  heavenly  spirit,  a  pre-existent  being, 

'  We  taVe  apjray/xdf  as  equivalent  to  apnajfia,  the  thing  to  be  seized. 
See  Grimm  in  Hilgenfeld's  Zeitschrlft  for  1873,  p.  38,  &c. 
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did  not  look  upon  equality  with  God  as  a  thing  to  be 
grasped  at,  but  emptied  himself  by  laying  aside  the  form 
of  God  and  takmg  upon  him  the  form  of  a  servant.  He 
did  not  grasp  at  something  beyond  and  above  what  he 
had  already,  but  did  the  very  opposite  in  divesting  him- 
self of  what  he  possessed.  He  gave  up  the  divine 
dignity  and  assumed  the  condition  of  a  servant  in  a 
body  of  flesh.  The  Philippians  are  exhorted  to  practise 
the  duty  of  unselfish,  self-sacrificing  love  by  the  high 
pattern  of  one  who  did  not  arrogantly  catch  at  supreme 
sovereignty  or  equality  with  God,  but  abased  himself 
by  descending  from  his  pre-existent  state,  or  rather  by 
veiling  his  personality  in  an  earthly  body  even  that  of 
a  slave.  Accordmg  to  this  interpretation,  the  contrast 
between  what  Christ  would  have  done  had  he  selfishly 
caught  at  equality  with  God  is  set  over  against  what  he 
actually  did  in  emptying  himself.  Instead  of  aiming  at 
absolute  supremacy,  that  is,  at  equality  with  God,  he 
did  the  very  reverse.  The  passage  is  similar  to  2  Co- 
rinthians viii.  9,  where  Christ's  possession  of  premun- 
dane  dignity  or  glory  is  said  to  have  been  given  up  by 
his  taking  a  form  of  flesh.  It  is  the  same  thing  which 
is  freel}^  surrendered  here,  viz.  pre-existent,  heavenly 
glory — the  form  of  God.  The  subordination  of  Christ 
to  the  Father  is  implied  in  the  present  passage,  as  it  is 
in  the  other  epistles  of  Paul  ;  and  any  interpretation 
which  brings  out  of  it  a  view  in  harmony  with  the  creeds 
of  the  churches  is  unnatural.^ 

The  Pauline  idea  of  Christ,  contained  in  his  authentic 
epistles,  supposes  him  to  be  the  pre-existent,  heavenly, 
ideal  man,  the  medium  of  creation,  the  organ  through 
whom  the  divine  government  is  conducted,  our  Lord, 
the  Son  of  God.  His  person  consisted  of  jmeuma  and 
do.xa  :  the  former  not  identical  with  a  human  soul,  which 
Paul's  anthropology  seems  to  have  excluded  ;  the  latter 

'  See,   for   example,   the   laljoured   notes  of  Bishop    Lij^htfoot  in    his 
Vouimentary. 
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forming  the  substance  of  his  body.  When  he  ajDpeared 
on  earth,  he  laid  aside  the  spiritual  body  and  assumed 
an  earthly  or  fleshly  one.  The  transition  was  merely 
from  one  form  of  existence  to  another.  Instead  of  re- 
taining the  heavenly  body  which  was  a  substance  out  of 
the  divine  glory,  he  took  an  earthly  body  out  of  the 
substance  of  human  flesh.  In  the  body  of  light  or 
glory  he  was  '  in  the  form  of  God  ;  '  the  body  of  flesh 
constituted  '  the  form  of  a  servant.'  The  apostle  knew 
nothing  of  a  supernatural  generation,  for  he  speaks  of 
Christ  as  '  made  of  the  seed  of  David  according  to  the 
flesh.'  At  the  end  of  the  world  the  dominion  belono-inir 
to  him  as  the  Son  is  to  be  given  up,  that  God  may  be 
all  in  all.  His  position  and  functions  are  to  cease.  He 
does  not  return  to  the  same  pre-existent  state  as  before, 
but  to  the  condition  of  other  creatures  to  which  he 
never  properly  belonged.  Here  is  an  incongruity  which 
the  fourth  gospel  avoids  by  representing  the  putting  oft' 
of  his  glory  as  merely  temporary,  so  that  he  returns  to 
the  full  possession  of  the  powers  and  functions  he  had 
before.  According  to  Paul,  he  enters  into  a  new  con- 
dition ;  in  the  theology  of  the  fourth  gospel,  he  goes 
back  to  the  original  one,  the  pre-existent  state  liavino- 
been  merely  interrupted. 

The  peculiarity  of  this  christology  is  the  idea  that 
the  pre-existent  glorious  Christ,  so  far  from  grasping 
at  a  possession  out  of  reach,  humbled  himself  even  to 
the  ignominious  death  of  the  cross,  becoming  thereby 
an  example  of  lowly-mindedness.  The  thing  out  of 
reach  was  equality  with  God,  and  the  interpretations 
which  assume  that  such  was  his  rank  before  the  humi- 
liation are  incorrect.  The  words  form,  likeness,  fashion, 
being  found,^  properly  understood,  are  not  docetic  ;  and 
the  whole  passage,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  pre-exis- 
tence  of  Christ,  harmonises  with  Pauline  doctrine.  The 
Philippian  writer    speaks  of  the  premundane  form  of 

^  Hnp(f)ij,  ofxoioojjLn,  (r^rjua,  evpedeis, 
VOL.  I.  M 
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existence,  in  wliicli  tlie  Son  did  not  clutch  at  equality 
with  the  Father,  but  condescended  to  assume  the  earthly 
form  of  a  slave.  Although  therefore  attempts  have 
been  made  to  represent  the  christology  of  the  passage 
before  us  as  different  from  Paul's,  it  is  really  the  same ; 
and  not  Johannine,  as  some  think. ^  The  tenth  and 
eleventh  verses  of  the  second  chapter  are  also  pro- 
nounced Gnostic  ;  but  they  agree  with  Rom.  viii.  34  ; 
xiv.  9  ;  1  Cor.  xv.  2-1-26.  The  idea  of  hades,  which 
lies  in  the  last  of  the  three  categories  (heavenly, 
earthly,  subterranean  beings),  is  not  specifically  Gnos- 
tic, for  it  belongs  to  the  New  Testament  (Luke  xxiii. 
43,  &c.). 

2.  Baur  alludes  to  the  monotonous  repetition  of 
things  already  said  ;  and  a  certain  poverty  of  thought 
the  consciousness  of  which  the  author  himself  expresses 
by  saying,  '  to  write  the  same  things  to  you,  to  me  indeed 
is  not  grievous,  but  for  you  it  is  safe.'  This  rests  on  a 
false  interpretation.  The  apostle  does  not  refer  to  thmgs 
already  said  in  the  epistle,  but  either  to  a  former  letter 
he  had  addressed  to  them,  or  to  what  he  told  them 
when  present. 

3.  The  epistle  wants  a  definite  object  and  character. 
This  can  hardly  be,  when  Judaisers  are  alluded  to, 
though,  it  must  be  allowed,  incidentally.  It  contains 
indeed  less  speciality  than  other  letters  ;  but  it  is  not 
difficult  to  perceive  an  object  which  the  writer  had  in 
view.  If  such  object  be  general,  it  corresponds  better 
to  the  nature  of  an  affectionate  letter  prompted  by  the 
receipt  of  a  gift  from  the  Philippians. 

4.  The  same  critic  takes  offence  at  what  is  stated 
about  the  progress  of  the  gospel  in  i.  12  ;  iv.  22,  the 
key  to  which,  as  he  thinks,  is  found  in  iv.  3,  where 
Clement  of  Rome  is  mentioned,  who  was  a  relation  of 
Domitian's,  and  made  into  a  friend  of  Tiberius's  by  the 
Christians.     Clement  had  to  be  glorified  as  a  fellow- 

^  C'orap.  Pfleidprev's  Paulmismus,  vol.  i.  p.  140,  English  version. 
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labourer  with  Paul,  and  connected  with  Caesar's  house- 
hold. The  great  advance  of  the  gospel  in  Rome  was 
associated  with  this  person.  But  the  Clement  of  the 
epistle  is  a  Philippian  Christian,  and  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  Roman  one.  Hence,  the  Petrine  Clement 
does  not  appear  here  as  a  Pauline  Christian,  showing 
a  tendency  in  the  unknown  writer  to  conciliate  the 
Pauline  and  Petrine  Christians.  In  like  manner  the 
women  at  variance,  Euodia  and  Syntyche,  are  said  to 
represent  mystically  parties  rather  than  persons  ;  while 
the  true  yoke- fellow  (iv.  3)  is  the  apostle  Peter,  the 
syzygy  of  Paul.     This  is  too  ingenious  to  be  adopted. 

5.  Un- Pauline  particulars  are  said  to  appear  in  the 
epithet  dogs  (iii.  2),  who  however  are  elsewhere  called 
false  apostles,  deceitful  ivorkers,  and  Satan  himself  (2 
Cor.  xi.  13,  14).  The  concision  (iii.  2)  is  explained 
by  the  excisio7i  referred  to  in  Gal.  v.  12.  The  apostle, 
we  allow,  speaks  severely  of  the  Jewish  Christians ;  but 
he  had  already  uttered  as  hard  words  of  similar  persons 
in  the  second  epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  ii.  17  (chapters 
x.-xiii.),  as  well  as  in  that  to  the  Galatians.  His  tone 
becomes  calmer  and  more  moderate  after  iii.  2,  with  the 
exception  of  iii.  19,  till  he  leaves  the  subject  at  iv.  1. 

But  is  not  the  severe  tone  adopted  at  the  beginning 
of  the  third  chapter  inconsistent  with  the  mildness 
used  in  chapter  i.  15-18  ?  How  could  the  aj)ostle 
rejoice  in  the  fact  of  the  Jewish  Christians  j^reachmg 
Christ  either  in  pretence  or  in  truth,  and  afterwards 
denounce  them  as  '  evil  workers  '  ?  We  reply,  that  he 
speaks  of  Judaisers  in  different  places  and  in  relation 
to  different  surroundings.  In  the  first  chapter  they 
are  in  Rome,  acting  mainly  upon  the  heathen  popula- 
tion there,  so  that  he  could  look  upon  their  endeavours 
to  win  over  such  to  Christ  with  a  degree  of  satisfaction. 
It  was  otherwise  with  a  church  he  himself  had  founded 
and  taught.  Warning  the  Philippians  against  Judaising 
teachers  who  might  undo  his  work  among  them,  he  em- 

M  2 


1G4  INTRODUCTION  TO   THE   NEW  TESTAMENT. 

ploys  language  similar  to  tliat  directed  against  the  per- 
sons who  had  niarred  the  effect  of  his  liberal  doctrine 
in  other  Gentile  churches.  The  Judaic  Christians  in 
Rome  were  otherwise  circumstanced.  Instead  of  directly 
thwarting  the  Pauline  gospel,  they  might  contribute  to 
its  final  success  by  first  bringing  the  ignorant  heathen 
to  an  acquaintance  with  Christ,  and  an  apprehension  of 
his  vicarious  death,  which  the  apostle  himself  had 
reached.  Nor  can  we  see  that  the  contributions  al- 
luded to  in  iv.  15-18  excite  suspicion,  as  if  they  were 
meant  to  support  a  fictitious  situation  of  the  apostle. 
When  Baur  says  that  they  disagree  with  1  Cor.  ix.  15, 
and  are  derived  from  2  Cor.  xi.  9,  he  overlooks  the  fact 
that  Paul  himself,  in  the  latter  passage,  says  he  took 
contributions  from  other  churches. 

These  remarks  must  sufiftce  as  a  reason  for  with- 
holding assent  from  the  view  of  Baur  and  Schwegier. 


UNITY. 

Stephen  Le  Moyne^  supposed  that  the  Philippian 
epistle  was  divided  into  two,  which  were  written  on 
difi'erent  rolls.  The  one,  being  separated  into  two 
parts,  was  reckoned  two.  By  this  expedient  he  ex- 
plains the  plural  letters  in  the  third  chapter  of  Polj^carp's 
epistle. 

Schrader  attacked  the  epistle's  integrity,  conjectur- 
ing that  chap.  iii.  1-iv.  9  is  an  un- Pauline  insertion. 

Heinrichs  ^  thought  that  the  epistle  is  composed 
of  two  letters — one  addressed  to  the  whole  church, 
consisting  of  i.  1— iii.  1,  ending  with  'in  the  Lord,' 
together  with  iv.  21-23  ;  the  other,  intended  for  the 
apostle's  intimate  friends  only,  beginning  with,  '  To 
write  these  same  things,'  iii.  1,  and  ending  with  iv.  20. 
When  the  New  Testament  epistles  were  collected,  the 

^    Varia  f^acra,  vol.  ii.  p.  332,  &c. 

-  In  tlip  pi-oleg-omeiia  to  his  Commentary,  published  in  1803. 
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two  are  said  to  have  received  their  present  form  and 
place.  The  same  opinion,  modified  and  corrected,  was 
advanced  by  Paukis.^  The  words,  '  finally,  my  breth- 
ren, rejoice  in  the  Lord,'  appear  to  indicate  a  speedy 
termmation,  as  the  analogy  of  2  Cor.  xiii.  11  ;  Ephes. 
vi.  10  ;  2  Thess.  iii.  1,  shows.  Not  that  the  verb 
rejoice^  is  necessarily  valedictory,  meaning  fareivell  ; 
but  that  the  adverbial  expression  rendered  finally  im- 
plies a  brief  summing  up  of  all  that  the  author  wishes 
to  add.  In  1  Thess.  iv.  1,  the  same  formula  stands  at 
a  considerable  distance  from  the  end  of  the  ej)istle,  as  if 
it  belonged  to  the  close  of  an  important  topic.  Perhaps 
the  original  intention  was  to  finish  with  the  second 
chapter,  but  when  Epaphroditus  did  not  set  out  imme- 
diately or  additional  information  of  the  Judaisers  was 
received,  the  author  was  moved  to  add  a  warnmg 
against  corrupters  of  the  truth. 

NUMBER    OF    PHILIPPIAN   EPISTLES. 

Bleek  and  others  think  that  the  apostle  wrote  more 
than  once  to  the  Philippians,  deducing  that  opinion  from 
a  few  passages  in  the  present  letter.  In  iii.  18,  '  For 
many  walk,  of  whom  I  have  told  you  often,'  i.e.  in  a 
former  epistle.  But  the  language  may  also  refer  to 
oral  communications,  as  De  Wette  inclines  to  believe. 
Again,  '  To  write  the  same  things  to  you '  (iii.  1)  may 
mean, '  the  same  things  which  I  told  you  in  a  prior  letter.' 
But  it  is  capable  of  the  sense,  '  the  same  things  which  I 
previously  taught  when  present  ; '  or,  it  may  refer  to  the 
repetition  of  the  same  thing  in  the  present  letter.  The 
testimony  of  Polycarp  has  been  adduced  to  strengthen 
the  interpretation  which  supposes  a  former  letter.  In 
the  third  chapter  of  his  epistle  to  the  Philippians,  that 
father  speaks  of  Paul's  '  epistles '  to  them.  But  the 
plural  may  be  used  for  the    singular,  and  the  use  of 

'  See  Krause's  Opuscula,  pp.  3-32.  ^  X'^'p^''^' 
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the  singular  in  the  eleventh  chapter  of  Polycarp  may 
neutralise  the  plural  of  the  third  chapter.  Yet  the  sin- 
gular may  refer  to  the  more  prominent  of  the  epistles, 
i.e.  the  canonical  one.  Thus  these  passages  afford  no- 
thing more  than  a  presumption  in  favour  of  several 
epistles,  without  proving  that  Paul  wrote  more  than 
one.^ 

TIME    AND    PLACE. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  present  epistle  was  written 
during  the  author's  captivity  at  Rome,  a.d.  62  or  63. 
The  expression  '  Ctiesar's  household'  (iv.  22)  is  pretty 
clear  in  favour  of  Rome.  Herod  could  scarcely  be 
called  Cassar.  Had  Cassarea  been  meant,  we  should 
expect  another  phraseology.  But  the  word  prcetorium 
(i.  13)  is  referred  to  Caesarea  by  Bottger,^  since  it  is 
used  of  Herod's  palace  there,  and  is  also  applied  to  the 
residence  belonging  to  the  procurator  of  a  Roman 
province  (Matt,  xxvii.  27  ;  Mark  xv.  16  ;  John  xviii. 
28—33,  xix.  9).  Here,  however,  it  means  the prcetorian 
cohorts  at  Rome,  who  formed  the  imperial  body-guard. 
Paul,  or  at  least  his  fellow-prisoners,  were  delivered  to 
the  prefect  of  these  cohorts.  It  has  also  been  alleged 
that  Acts  xxiii.  35  compared  with  xxviii.  16  shows 
Paul  to  have  been  kept  in  the  prwtoriwn  at  Ciesarea, 
whereas  in  Rome  he  had  his  own  hired  house,  and 
therefore  the  prcetorium  points  to  Ca^sarea.  But  the 
word  means  the  praBtorian  soldie:  s  rather  than  their 
camp. 

The  letter  was  written  after  that  to  Philemon,  when 
the  time  of  imprisonment  was  near  its  end.  A  consider- 
able period  is  supposed  to  have  elapsed  since  his  incar- 
ceration, so  that  the  good  fruit  of  his  mmistry  had  be- 
come apparent  (i.  12-14)  :  '  But  I  would  ye  should 
understand,    brethren,     that    the   things    which    hap- 

^  See  Lightfoot  on  the  Epistle  to  the  Philippinns,  p.  136,  etc. 
*  Beitr(i(je   znr   historisch-kritischeii  Einleit.    in   die    paulinische   Briefef 
Abtheiluiig  2,  p.  47,  et  setj. 
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pened  unto  me  have  fallen  out  rather  unto  the  further- 
ance of  the  gospel  ;  so  that  my  bonds  in  Christ  are 
manifest  in  all  the  palace,  and  in  all  other  places  ;  and 
many  of  the  brethren  in  the  Lord,  waxing  confident  by 
my  bonds,  are  much  more  bold  to  speak  the  word  without 
fear.'  We  know  too  from ii.  26  that  Epaphroditus's  com- 
ing was  not  very  recent.  Four  journeys  in  which  he  was 
concerned  had  taken  place  :  his  own  arrival  and  return, 
with  the  report  of  his  sickness  conveyed  to  Philippi  and 
back  again  to  Rome.  It  would  also  appear  that  the 
apostle  was  almost  alone.  His  friends  had  gone  away, 
or  been  sent  to  different  places,  except  Timothy.  Even 
Luke  seems  to  have  been  absent  (i.  1  ;  ii.  20,  21  ; 
iv.  22,  compared  with  Coloss.  iv.  14).  In  these  cir- 
cumstances, the  apostle  was  not  without  hope  of  a 
speedy  release.  '  But  I  trust  in  the  Lord,  that  I  also 
myself  shall  come  shortly  '  (ii.  24).  '  And  having  this 
confidence,  I  know  that  I  shall  abide  and  continue  with 
you  all  for  your  furtherance  and  joy  of  faith,  that  your 
rejoicing  may  be  more  abundant  in  Jesus  Christ  for  me, 
by  my  coming  to  you  again'  (25,  26).  This  hopeful 
language,  however,  is  not  uniform.  Doubts  mingled 
with  trust,  and  therefore  he  writes,  '  According  to  my 
earnest  expectation  and  hope,  that  in  nothing  I  shall  be 
ashamed,  but  that  with  all  boldness,  as  always,  so  now 
also,  Christ  shall  be  magnified  in  my  body,  whether  it 
be  by  life  or  by  death.  Yea,  and  if  I  be  offered  upon 
the  sacrifice  and  service  of  your  faith,  I  joy  and  rejoice 
with  you  air  (i.  20  ;  ii.  17). 

It  is  impossible  to  find  in  the  epistle  indications  of 
any  alteration  for  the  worse  in  the  prisoner's  outward 
condition.  The  contest  referred  to  in  i.  30  is  the  oppo- 
sition he  encountered  at  Rome  from  the  Jewish  Chris- 
tians— opposition  from  which  he  was  never  exempt 
where  they  were.  The,  first  sorrow  implied  in  ii.  27  can 
only  be  his  captivity  generally.  Such  as  seek  for  an 
intensification  of  his  captivity,  or  a  change  in  his  cir- 
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cumstances,  in  these  passages,  search  for  what  is  not  in 
them.  The  history  of  Nero's  government  also  fails  to 
prove  a  deterioration  in  Paul's  situation.  What  though 
Burrus,  the  moderate  praetorian  prefect,  died,  and 
Tigellinus  came  into  his  place  ;  though  Octavia  were 
divorced,  and  Poppaja  married  to  the  emperor  ;  though 
Seneca  lost  his  influence  ?  These  public  events  would 
hardly  affect  a  prisoner  like  Paul,  of  whom  courtiers 
and  generals,  senators  and  empresses  would  scarcely 
think.  It  is  therefore  a  mere  conjecture,  that  after 
Burrus's  death  Paul  was  treated  more  severely,  being 
removed  from  his  house,  put  into  the  barrack  of  the 
praetorian  guards,  and  threatened  with  death.  Neither 
the  present  epistle  nor  the  history  of  the  time  counte- 
nances it.  We  admit  that  a  tone  of  sadness  appears  in 
the  letter  ;  but  that  tone  is  mingled  with  hopefulness. 
Do  not  these  words,  '  having  this  confidence,  I  know 
that  I  shall  abide  and  continue  with  you  for  all  your 
furtherance  and  joy  of  faith  '  (i.  25),  express  the  hope  of 
a  speedy  release  ?  The  epistle  may  be  dated  near  the 
end  of  the  Roman  captivity,  and  shortly  before  the 
writer's  death.  It  is  his  testament — the  last  letter  he 
wrote.  For  this  reason  a  melancholy  interest  attaches 
to  it.  Soon  after  his  hopes  and  fears  of  the  future  had 
found  utterance,  the  noblest  sacrifice  which  the  world 
witnessed  since  that  of  the  Master  was  freely  offered. 

The  epistle  was  sent  by  EjDaphroditus,  perhaps  one 
of  the  elders  of  the  church,  who  had  come  to  Rome 
with  a  .pecuniary  contribution.  It  was  not  the  first 
occasion  on  which  that  church  had  expressed  its  grati- 
tude in  a  similar  way.  The  members  had  sent  presents 
to  the  apostle  twice  before  (Phil.  iv.  15,  16).  He  had 
also  partaken  of  their  bounty  at  Corinth  (2  Cor.  xi.  9), 
tliough  he  declined  to  accept  eleemosynary  help  from 
others.  The  Phihppian  messenger  was  seized  with  a 
dangerous  illness,  which  may  have  arisen  from  the 
fatigue  of  his  journey,  or  from  his  exertions  at  Rome  in 
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connection  with  evangelical  work  ;  and  the  news  of  his 
malady  had  reached  the  church  at  Philippi,  which  made 
him  very  anxious  to  return.  The  apostle  himself  was 
desirous  to  send  him  back  as  soon  as  he  had  recovered. 
He  was  not  dismissed,  however,  without  an  equivalent 
for  their  seasonable  present.  In  return  for  so  great 
kindness,  Paul  wrote  the  present  letter  to  the  believers 
at  Philippi,  full  of  ardent  affection  and  of  high  esteem 
for  their  messenger. 

But  how  could  the  apostle  be  in  want  at  the  time  he 
was  relieved  by  the  Philippians  ?  Was  he  neglected  by 
the  Christians  at  Rome?  It  is  sufficient,  in  reply,  to 
refer  to  his  known  practice,  which  was  dictated  by  ex- 
treme delicacy  and  dignity.  He  worked  with  his  hands 
rather  than  be  a  burden  to  the  churches.  This  he  could 
not  do,  now  that  he  was  a  prisoner.  The  Romans  had 
not  been  his  converts,  and  he  would  therefore  regard 
himself  as  unentitled  to  maintenance  from  them.  He 
had  also  enemies  in  the  city,  who  would  ascribe  interested 
motives  to  him. 

STATE    OF    THE    CHURCH. 

The  Philippian  church  consisted  of  Gentile  and 
Jewish  Christians,  almost  entirely  of  the  former  ;  and 
the  members  generally  were  not  in  affluent  circum- 
stances. That  thej^  were  not  numerous  may  be  also 
inferred  from  the  extent  of  the  place.  Philippi  was  the 
smallest  city  to  which  the  apostle  addressed  a  letter  ; 
and  its  church  was  neither  large  nor  flourishmg. 

Some  critics  have  supposed  that  the  Christian  society 
was  divided  into  parties  or  factions,  arising  from  the 
efforts  of  false  teachers  who  insisted  on  the  necessity  of 
circumcision.  Judaising  Christians,  it  is  thought,  had 
insinuated  themselves  into  it,  sowing  the  seeds  of  dis- 
union, so  that  there  were  two  parties,  a  Jewish  Christian 
and  a  Gentile  Christian  one.     The  passages  appealed  to 
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for  the  existence  of  parties  are  iii.  1-8,  18,  19  ;  and  the 
admonitions  in  ii.  2-4,  12,  14  ;  iv.  2,  5  ;  iii.  2,  &c.,  are 
supposed  to  intimate  the  same  state.  These  are  an 
insufficient  foundation  for  the  hypothesis.  The  16th 
chapter  of  the  Acts  shows  that  there  were  Jews  there, 
for  they  had  a  proseucha  ;  and  the  warning  in  iii.  2,  3, 
implies  danger  from  Judaisers  ;  but  there  is  no  evidence 
that  the  latter  had  invaded  the  church  or  undermined 
the  apostle's  teachmg.  Paul  applies  a  severe  name  to 
the  Jewish  Christians,  dogs,  who  may  have  attempted  to 
seduce  some  of  the  brethren  ;  he  describes  them  as  '  ene- 
mies of  the  cross  of  Christ,'  more  immoral  than  heretical ; 
but  the  Philippians  were  too  steadfast  to  be  drawn  away. 
Though  he  had  often  warned  them  of  danger,  it  does  not 
appear  from  the  epistle  that  they  had  so  far  forgotten 
his  principles  as  to  submit  to  legal  observances  or  range 
themselves  into  factions. 

The  existence  of  parties  in  the  church  has  been  dis- 
proved by  Schulz,^  so  that  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  do 
more  than  allude  to  the  subject.  How  then  were  the 
Christians  there  exposed  to  sufferings  and  persecution, 
as  we  learn  from  i.  28-30?  Were  the  adversaries  of 
whom  the  writer  tells  them  not  to  be  afraid  Judaising 
teachers?  The  context  is  unfavourable  to  this  opinion. 
By  the  adversaries  is  meant  all  the  unbelieving  Jews 
and  Gentiles  with  whom  the  Philippian  converts  came 
into  contact — the  Jews  and  Gentiles  who  resisted  the 
gospel.  These  Christians  had  endured  a  conflict 
similar  to  that  which  Paul  had  formerly  sustained  for 
expelling  the  demon  from  the  divining  damsel,  and  to 
his  present  opposition  from  Jews,  Judaising  teachers, 
and  heathen  magistrates.  But  the  Philippians  resisted 
their  adversaries,  and  steadfastly  adhered  to  the  Pauline 
doctrine. 

There  was  a  tendency  in  the  Philippian  character  to 
vain  glory  and  pride,  as  we  infer  from  ii.  3,  4, 15  ;  iv.  5. 

^  Die  christliche  Gemeimle  zii  ridlippi,  ein  exeyetischer  Versuch,  1833. 
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Their  very  condition  when  the  apostle  addressed  them, 
one  of  great  promise  and  progress,  would  be  likely  to 
beget  spiritual  pride. 

OCCASION   AND    OBJECT. 

Epaphroditus's  return  gave  rise  to  the  letter.  The 
object  of  it  is  to  confirm  the  believers  in  the  faith,  and 
to  encourage  them  in  the  Christian  life.  The  writer's 
affection  for  them  is  tender  and  strong.  He  opens  his 
heart  and  pours  forth  his  hopes,  desires,  anxieties,  his 
fervent  wishes  for  their  welfare,  and  gratitude  for  their 
kindness.  The  epistle  is  more  subjective  than  any 
other  of  Paul's  ;  and  richer  in  expressions  of  feeling.  It 
has  no  doctrinal  arguments  or  dialectic  reasoning,  no 
citations  fi:-om  the  Old  Testament  or  logical  plan.  His 
reasoning  powers  were  not  needed  for  confuting  error 
among  the  Philippians  ;  and  therefore  the  composition 
is  less  formal  and  consecutive  ;  less  regular  in  structure 
and  sequence.  There  are  sudden  digressions  and  breaks 
in  the  succession  of  ideas,  especially  towards  the  end. 
The  intimacy  subsisting  between  the  writer  and  his 
readers  furnished  free  scope  for  the  effusions  of  his  heart ; 
but  amid  pathos  and  gentleness  he  never  loses  apostolic 
dignity. 

PECULIARITIES  IN  THE  COMMENCEMENT   AND    CONCLUSION. 

It  is  contrary  to  Paul's  method  to  specify  bishops 
and  deacons  in  the  general  salutation.  The  reason  may 
be  because  they  had  shown  great  zeal  in  procuring  a 
money  contribution  for  the  apostle.  It  is  also  notice- 
able that  the  members  of  the  church  are  spoken  of 
before  the  office-bearers,  a  precedence  contrary  to 
modern  ideas,  especially  those  of  the  clergy,  who  are 
apt  to  look  on  the  people  as  an  appendage  to  themselves. 
Several  bishops  are  also  referred  to,  which  is  an  evidence 
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of  the  epistle's  early  date,  before  hierarchical  notions 
exalted  one  presbyter  above  the  rest  and  assigned  him 
a  separate  title.  In  the  apostle's  time  presbyter  and 
bishop  were  synonymous.  The  mention  of  bishops  in 
the  plural  agrees  with  other  notices.  The  church  at 
Ephesus  had  its  elders  (Acts  xx.).  Whether  all  the 
apostolic  churches  had  a  plurality  of  pastors  is  un- 
certain. They  were  not  similarly  organised  ;  nor  is 
their  constitution  a  model  for  modern  churches.  Eccle- 
siastical arrangements  belong  to  the  department  of  ex- 
pediency. 

The  commencement  does  not  mention  Paul's  apostle- 
ship.  He  associates  Timothy  with  himself  because 
the  latter  had  been  with  him  at  Philippi ;  both  being 
termed  bondmen  of  Jesus.  His  omission  of  the  apostolic 
designation  may  be  partly  explained  by  a  motive  of  de- 
licacy. He  avoided  the  use  of  a  title  which  might  sug- 
gest a  claim  to  the  benefit  he  had  received.  Nor  had  he 
any  reason  for  asserting  his  apostolic  authority,  suice 
there  were  no  factions  in  the  church  and  no  apostasy 
from  the  faith.  False  teachers  had  not  there  impugned 
his  apostleship.  Paul  did  not  care  for  a  title,  as  long  as 
there  was  no  cause  for  associating  it  with  his  name.  He 
waived  the  higher  for  the  lower  appellation. 

Lardner  observes,  that  the  salutations  in  the  con- 
clusion of  the  epistle  are  singular,  different  from  those 
of  the  other  epistles  written  about  the  same  time  :  '  The 
brethren  which  are  with  me  greet  you  ; '  'all  the  samts 
salute  you.'  We  do  not  suppose  the  brethren  to  be 
Mark,  Aristarchus,  Jesus  Justus,  Demas,  and  Luke,  who 
had  joined  the  apostle  at  Rome  ;  nor  Euodia,  Syntyche, 
and  Epaphroditus  ;  but  rather  those  Christians  who 
were  in  Paul's  immediate  circle  at  Rome,  including  per- 
haps Timothy  and  other  fellow-labourers. 

Persons  belonging  to  Ca3sar's  house  are  particularly 
mentioned  as  sending  salutations  ;  Ca?sar's  freedmen  and 
domestics,  servants  in  the  palace.    It  is  doubtful  whether 
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any  of  the  emperor's  relations  are  intended,  for  there  is 
no  evidence  that  his  wife  Popptea  was  a  Christian. 
Neither  can  Seneca  and  Lucan  be  included  in  the  num- 
ber. Probably  the  converts  were  chiefly  Jewish  slaves  ; 
for  Josephus  states  that  he  was  introduced  to  Popp^ea 
by  a  Jewish  comedian.  It  would  doubtless  rejoice  the 
Philippians  to  hear  that  Christianity  had  entered  Caesar's 
palace,  and  encourage  them  to  expect  the  prisoner's 
release. 

CONTENTS. 

This  epistle  is  the  shortest  addressed  to  any  church 
except  the  (spurious)  second  to  the  Thessalonians.  The 
doctrinal  and  the  practical  are  not  separated,  as  in  other 
Pauline  letters,  but  are  more  or  less  blended  throughout. 
It  may  be  divided  into  six  paragraphs  :  I.  i.  1-11  ;  II. 
i.  12-ii.  18  ;  III.  ii.  19-30  ;  lY.  iii.  1-iv.  1  ;  Y.  iv.  2-9  ; 
YI.  iv.  10-23. 

I.  The  first  part  is  historical,  relating  to  the  writer's 
condition  at  Rome.  After  the  inscription  and  saluta- 
tion, the  apostle  expresses  his  gratitude  to  God  on  behalf 
of  the  Philippians,  his  continual  mention  of  them  in 
prayer  smce  they  received  the  gospel,  and  his  confident 
expectation  that  the  work  of  peace  in  their  hearts  should 
be  carried  on  to  completion.  He  calls  God  to  witness 
his  deep-seated  affection  for  them,  praying  that  their 
love  and  knowledge  might  be  still  more  abundant,  and 
the  fruits  of  their  righteousness  more  manifest  (i.  1-11). 

II.  That  the  Philippian  believers  might  not  be  dis- 
couraged at  what  had  befallen  him,  he  tells  them  that 
God  had  overruled  his  imprisonment  for  good,  making- 
it  subserve  the  advancement  of  the  gospel.  His  bonds 
had  become  known  in  the  praetorium  and  throughout 
the  city  ;  and  several  had  been  induced  to  preach  the 
gospel  more  fearlessly  by  the  example  of  his  patient 
fortitude.     Not  that  the  motives  of  all  who  proclaimed 


174  INTRODUCTION  TO  THE   NEW  TESTAMENT. 

Christ  crucified  were  pure,  for  some  envied  the  apostle  ; 
but  as  long  as  Christ  was  preached,  Paul  rejoiced.  He 
expresses  his  confidence  that  the  Redeemer  should  be 
magnified  either  by  his  life  or  death,  though  he  thinks 
it  more  desu'able  that  he  should  live  a  little  longer,  that 
he  might  meet  them  again  joyfully.  But  whatever 
might  be  the  issue  of  his  present  captivity,  he  exhorts 
them  to  lead  a  holy  life,  to  be  firmly  united  in  one  spirit, 
and  not  terrified  by  their  enemies.  In  pathetic  strains 
he  beseeches  them  to  cultivate  mutual  love,  to  avoid  vain 
glory,  and  to  be  exceedingly  humble  in  the  estimate  of 
their  own  attainments.  To  enforce  the  duty  of  humility 
the  more  impressively,  he  introduces  the  example  of 
Christ,  who  left  the  glories  of  the  heavenly  state  to  live 
on  earth  a  life  of  lowly  obedience  and  sufi'ering.  Having 
referred  to  Christ's  self-abnegation  and  consequent  exal- 
tation, he  exhorts  them  to  work  out  their  salvation  with 
fear,  remembering  that  the  divine  energy  was  not  m- 
active  within  them  ;  to  avoid  murmurings  in  their  suffer- 
ings, and  disputings  for  pre-eminence  ;  to  be  blameless 
and  harmless  ;  and  not  only  to  hold  fast,  but  to  diffuse, 
the  word  of  life,  that  he  might  rejoice  in  the  day  of 
Christ  on  their  account  (i.  12-ii.  18). 

III.  He  promises  to  send  Timothy  to  them,  speak- 
ing of  him  as  a  disinterested,  zealous,  affectionate  minister, 
whose  excellence  was  well  known.  But  he  expects  to 
be  released  soon,  and  to  follow  Timothy  to  Philippi. 
He  then  gives  a  reason  for  sending  Epaphroditus  in  the 
meantime,  mentioning  the  dangerous  sickness  of  their 
messenger,  his  earnest  longing  to  return,  and  the  self- 
sacrificing  fidelity  with  which  he  had  laboured,  Hira 
he  commends  to  their  esteem,  as  a  workman  worthy  of 
the  highest  honour  (ii.  19-30). 

IV.  Understandino-  that  there  were  Judaising;  teachers 
at  Philippi,  the  apostle  warns  his  readers  against  them, 
afiirming  that  the  true  people  of  God  are  those  who  put 
no  confidence  in  conformity  to  the  law.     Had  this  law 
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furnislied  groand  for  glorying,  he  might  boast  of  it  ;  for 
he  was  descended  from  Jewish  parents,  a  rigid  Pharisee, 
observing  all  legal  requirements.  But  he  was  willing  to 
forego  these  pretensions  for  Christ,  while  seeking  justi- 
fication by  faith  in  his  righteousness  alone.  His  great 
object  was  to  know  the  Saviour,  to  become  experiment- 
ally acquainted  with  Him  in  the  efficacy  of  His  resur- 
rection, which  produces  a  spiritual  resurrection  in  man 
and  prepares  him  for  glory  ;  to  endure  like  sufferings 
with  Christ,  and  bemg  united  to  Him,  to  attain  to  a 
blessed  resurrection  from  sin.  He  proceeds  to  describe 
his  Christian  experience  as  progressive,  because  he  aimed 
at  higher  attamments  in  the  Christian  life,  and  there- 
fore exhorts  them  to  follow  his  example  by  walkino- 
after  the  rule  they  had  already  observed.  In  contrast 
with  his  own  aims  and  conduct  he  places  the  practices 
of  the  Judaisers,  whom  he  describes  as  enemies  of  the 
true  doctrine — sensual,  unclean,  selfish.  How  unlike 
them  was  the  apostle  of  the  Gentiles  with  his  citizen- 
ship in  heaven,  who  was  always  looking  for  the  Saviour 
to  raise  him  to  a  blessed  immortality.  The  Philippians, 
havmg  the  same  faith  and  prospects,  are  therefore  ex- 
horted to  stand  fast  in  the  Lord  (iii.  1-iv.  1). 

V.  Paul  beseeches  EuodiaandSyntyche,  two  females 
in  the  church,  to  be  reconciled  ;  entreats  his  true  yoke- 
fellow to  assist  several  women  in  their  labours,  who  had 
maintained  the  truth  of  the  gospel  along  with  himself 
and  Clement  ;  and  subjoins  a  few  general  precepts  re- 
lating to  spiritual  joy,  moderation,  and  contentment. 
Virtue  is  recommended  in  the  difi'erent  forms  in  which 
the  wisdom  of  ancient  philosophers  had  presented  it  ; 
and  as  the  Philippians  had  seen  it  embodied  in  himself, 
they  are  enjoined  to  practise  it  in  its  widest  aspect  (iv. 
2-9). 

YI.  He  thanks  the  believers  for  the  signal  proof  of 
their  kindness  to  him,  but  intimates  with  true  delicacy 
and  nobleness  of  soul,  that  he  had  learned  to  be  contented 
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in  whatever  circumstances  he  might  be  placed  ;  prepared 
to  suffer  want  if  needful,  or  to  have  an  abundance  of 
the  conveniences  of  life,  with  an  equanimity  of  temper 
trained  in  the  school  of  Christ.  After  stating  that  he 
was  more  pleased  with  their  gift  as  an  evidence  of  their 
Christianity  than  as  a  supply  of  his  wants,  he  encourages 
them  to  expect  an  abundant  fulfilment  of  their  desires 
from  God  the  Father,  to  whom  he  ascribes  all  the  glory. 
The  epistle  closes  with  salutations  and  the  usual  bene- 
diction (iv.  10-23). 


177 


THE  EPISTLE  TO  THE  HEBREWS. 


AUTHORSHIP. 


This  epistle  has  been  assigned  to  many  authors.  Some 
suppose  that  it  was  written  by  Clement  of  Rome.  It  is 
true  that  it  agrees  in  many  places  with  Clement's 
epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  even  to  verbal  correspond- 
ences ;  ^  but  this  proves  nothing  as  long  as  the  latter's 
authenticity  is  doubtful.  The  writer  of  the  letter 
which  bears  the  name  of  Clement,  borrowed  from  the 
treatise  addressed  to  the  Hebrews.  He  wrote  in  a 
practical  spirit,  in  language  unrhetorical  and  unperiodic; 
whereas  a  speculative  character  belongs  to  the  epistle 
to  the  Hebrews — an  Alexandrian  tone  and  colouring 
which  the  Clementine  author  could  not  have  reached. 

Others  think  that  it  was  composed  by  Barnabas  the 
companion  and  friend  of  Paul,  on  the  following 
grounds : — 

(a.)  Tradition  favours  this  opinion,  as  Tertullian 
shows.^  It  is  also  advocated  by  Zahn  ;  ^  but  perhaps 
it  does  not  rest  ultimately  on  tradition  but  on  internal 
evidence. 

(i.)     The  epistle  contains    traces  of  Alexandrian 

^  Compare  ch.  xxxvi.  with  Hebr.  i.  3,  etc. ;  ch.  xliii.  with  Hebr.  iii.  2,  5; 
ch.  xvii.  with  Hebr.  iii.  2 ;  ch,  xxi.  with  Hebr.  iv.  12 ;  ch.  xxvii.  with  Ilebr. 
vi.  18 ;  ch.  ix.  with  Hebr.  xi.  5,  7 ;  ch.  x.  with  Hebr.  xi.  8,  9 ;  ch.  xii.  with 
Hebr.  xi.  33 ;  ch.  xlv.  with  Hebr.  xi.  32-40 ;  ch.  xix.  with  Hebr.  xii.  1,  2 ; 
ch.  Ivi.  with  Hebr.  xii.  5. 

*  I)e  rudicitia,  ch.  xx. 

'  lu  the  Real-Encyklopadie  of  Herzog  and  Plitt,  vol.  v.  p.  GGS,  etc. 

VOL.  I.  N 
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Lmosis.  Barnabas  was  a  Cyprian,  and  Cyprus  was  con- 
nected with  Alexandria  in  many  ways.  Perhaps  he 
was  himself  there.  This  proves  no  more  than  that 
Barnabas  might  have  been  the  author. 

(c  )  He  was  a  Levite,  and  therefore  well  acquamted 
with  the  temple  worship.  Not  with  the  temple  at 
Jerusalem,  as  Hebr.  ix.  1-6  shows  ;  but  he  may  have 
been  mth  that  at  Heliopolis,  as  Wieseler  supposes. 

(d.)  The  epistle  contains  much  that  is  Pauline,  and 
much  that  is  not,  which  suits  a  companion  of  Paul,  and 
one  who  had  some  independence  at  the  same  time.  But 
the  remark  would  apply  to  others  ;  to  Apollos  better. 

U )  The  author  does  not  put  himself  among  the 
immediate  hearers  of  Jesus  (ii.  3)  ;  and  we  learn  from 
Acts  iv.  36,  37,  that  he  was  a  disciple  of  the  apostles, 
with  which  Tertullian  agrees.  This  exegesis  is  un- 
certain, because  Clement  and  Eusebius  class  him  among 
the  seventy  disciples.  _      n    .     m    • 

( f )  The  readers  of  the  epistle  assisted  the  Chris- 
tians at  Jerusalem  (vi.  10),  which  suits  Barnabas  and 
Paul  (Gal.  ii.  10).  This  presupposes  nothing  more 
than  a  Pauline  church  m  Jerusalem.  _      ^ 

(q.)  The  surname  of  Barnabas, '  son  of  exhortation, 
i  e  of  animated  prophetic  discourse,  accords  with  the  ex- 
pression, '  word  of  exhortation,'  in  xiii.  22.  But  Paul 
was  the  spokesman,  according  to  Acts  xiv.  12.  To  this  it 
has  been  answered  that  speaking  and  writmg  are  different 
thino-s,  not  necessarily  coinciding  in  the  same  person. 

(h.)  The  position  of  the  epistle  m  the  Peshito  or  old 
Syriac  version,  favours  the  Barnabas  authorship.  The 
letter  was  not  attributed  to  Paul,  else  it  would  not  have 
been  put  after  epistles  addressed  to  private  individuals 
such  as  Timothy  and  Titus.  Because  the  framers  of 
the  Syrian  canon  received,  besides  Paul's  thirteen 
epistles  and  that  to  the  Hebrews,  no  more  than  the 
epistle  of  James,  the  first  of  Peter  and  the  first  of  John, 

1  Eine  Untersuchmg  uber  d.  Hehr.  Br.     Erste  Ilalfte,  1861. 
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it  must  be  inferred  that  they  assigned  our  epistle  to  a 
man  who  could  rightfidly  claim  the  title  of  apostle^  whicli 
Barnabas  is  called  in  the  Acts.  Besides,  Barnabas  and 
Paul  founded  the  Syrian  church  at  Antioch  ;  and  there- 
fore the  former  could  no  more  be  absent  from  their 
canon  than  the  latter.  Such  is  Wieseler's  reasonin<T  ; 
but  Bleek's  still  holds  good  on  the  other  side.^ 

The  epistle  extant  in  Barnabas's  name  cannot  be 
compared  with  ours,  because  it  was  not  written  by 
Paul's  friend,  and  its  authenticity  is  generally  rejected. 
The  hypothesis  which  makes  Barnabas  the  author  of 
the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  has  no  conclusive  argument 
in  its  favour.  Against  it  is  the  fact  that  Barnabas's 
mission  was  to  the  Gentiles,  according  to  Gal.  ii.  9  ; 
which  is  not  fairly  met  by  Wieseler's  assumption,  that 
though  he  had  been  an  esteemed  member  of  the  mother 
church  (Acts  iv.  36,  37  ;  ix.  27  ;  xv.  25)  he  could  turn 
to  the  Gentile  Christians,  without  necessarily  leading  us 
to  infer  from  Gal.  ii.  13  that  he  had  afterwards  fallen 
back  to  a  Jewish  Christian  standpoint. 

Others  think  that  Luke  had  a  share  m  the  writinof 
of  the  ejiistle,  either  as  translator,  or  as  one  that  expressed 
Paul's  ideas  in  Greek.  This  view  is  apparently  men- 
tioned by  Origen  ;  and  is  advocated  with  variations  by 
Hug,  Ebrard,  A^on  Dollinger,  and  Delitzsch.  It  rests 
on  linguistic  grounds  mainly.  A  considerable  number 
of  words  and  phrases  unknown  to  every  other  New 
Testament  writer,  are  common  to  our  epistle  and  Luke's 
writings.  There  are  also  many  correspondent  construc- 
tions. The  language  of  the  epistle  is  tolerably  pure. 
The  coincident  words  and  phrases  are  enumerated  by 
Delitzsch  ^  and  Liinemann  ;  the  latter  giving  them  in  a 
collected  form.^  But  there  are  important  differences  of 
diction  and  periodic  structure,  which  are  opposed  to 

'  Der  Brief  an  die  Hehrlier,  erste  Abtlieihmg,  p.  417,  etc. 
^   Commentar  zum  Ilebraei'hricf,  p.  707. 

*  Dcr  Brief  an  die  Hebrder,  Einleitiing-,  p.  24,  etc.    Dritte  Auflage, 

N  2 


180  INTRODUCTION  TO   THE   NEW  TESTAMENT. 

sameness  of  authorsliip  ;  so  miicli  so,  that  the  identity 
of  the  author  of  Luke's  writings  with  the  writer  of  the 
epistle  to  the  Colossians  might  he  maintained  with  equal 
reason,  on  the  ground  of  similarity  of  language  between 
our  epistle  and  the  third  gospel  with  the  Acts.^  It 
should  also  be  remembered  that  Luke  was  a  Gentile 
Christian  (Coloss.  iv.  14),  while  the  epistle  evidently 
proceeded  from  a  Jew  by  birth,  because  it  is  cast  in  a 
Jewish  mould.  Jewish  feelings  and  modes  of  thought 
pervade  it  in  a  manner  which  Luke's  writings,  showing 
a  Hellenic  character  and  culture,  do  not  present.  It  is 
therefore  improbable  that  Luke  wrote  the  epistle,  though 
the  style  of  the  latter  half  of  the  Acts  comes  near  it ; 
the  language  of  the  gospel  being  more  remote.  Whether 
Luke  was  the  sole  author,  as  Grotius  and  Crell  believed, 
or  he  that  put  Paul's  ideas  into  a  written  form  ;  the 
hypothesis  is  untenable. 

To  make  the  indirectly  Pauline  authorship  more 
probable,  an  epilogue  is  assumed  by  Delitzsch,  from 
xiii.  18  to  the  end.  Ebrard's  epilogue  is  from  xiii.  22 
to  the  end.  And  it  is  asserted  that  Paul  allowed  the 
words  of  ii.  3  to  remain,  though  he  could  not  have 

written  them.  -n     v 

Against  the  hypothesis  that  Luke  wrote  under  Paul  s 
sanction,  may  be  urged  the  fact  that  the  doctrinal  ideas 
and  terminology  are  tolerably  independent  of  the 
apostle  ;  for  though  they  resemble  him  in  some  re- 
spects, they  differ  materially  in  others.  The  supposed 
disciple  and  writer  departed  from  the  master  so  widely 
as  to  form  characteristic  views  of  his  own. 

Another  opinion  is  that  Silvanus  or  Silas  was  the 
writer,  which  is  baseless. 

A  more  prevalent  view  is  that  Paul  was  the  author, 
and  many  arguments  are  adduced  in  its  favour.  Ex- 
ternal and  internal  evidence  have  been  summoned  to 
support  it.     Let  us  examine  the  former. 

>  Seo  Ki3stlin  in  Zeller's  Theologhche  Jahrbiicher  for  1864,  p.  429. 


THE   EPISTLE   TO   THE   HEBREWS,  181 

I.  The  writings  of  tlie  apostolic  flitliers  are  silent  on 
this  point.  Though  several  of  them  show  an  acquain- 
tance with  the  epistle,  they  never  mention  the  author. 
Clement's  letter  to  the  Corinthians  has  many  passages 
resembling  some  in  ours,  as  is  shown  by  the  parallels 
which  De  Wette  adduces.  Quotations  and  allusions 
from  Ignatius's  epistles  were  collected  by  Lardner,  and 
more  recently  by  Forster ;  ^  but  the  authenticity  of  the 
letters  is  more  than  doubtful.  Neither  is  Polycarp  a 
good  witness  for  the  Pauline  authorship  in  question, 
because  the  passages  in  the  fourth  and  twelfth  chapters 
of  his  epistle,  cited  by  Lardner,  are  too  vague.  Two 
places  have  been  pointed  out  in  the  epistle  of  Barnabas; 
but  they  are  indistinct  and  uncertain. 

The  earliest  testimony  of  the  Western  church,  taking 
that  phrase  in  a  sense  including  Italy,  Gaul,  and  pro- 
consular Africa,  is  opposed  to  the  Pauline  origin. 
Irena3us  (f  202)  did  not  attribute  it  to  Paul.  This 
fact  rests  on  the  authority  of  Stephen  Gobar,  in  the 
sixth  century,  in  a  passage  preserved  by  Photius : 
'  Hippolytus  and  Iren^eus  say  that  the  epistle  of  Paul 
to  the  Hebrews  is  not  his.'  ^  This  accounts  for  the  cir- 
cumstance that  Irenoeus  does  not  employ  it  against  the 
Gnostic  sects,  though  it  would  have  suited  his  purpose. 
Yet  Eusebius  states  that  Irena^us  was  acquainted  with 
the  epistle  and  spoke  of  it,  along  with  the  Wisdom  of 
Solomon,  in  a  work  now  lost,  quotmg  some  passages 
from  both.^  Did  Irena^us  put  it  on  a  level  with  the 
apocryphal  book?  It  is  probable  that  he  used  it  in  a 
subordinate  way,  because  he  did  not  think  it  to  be 
Paul's.  As  to  the  fragment  in  which  Irenaeus  is  sup- 
posed to  quote  Hebr.  xiii.  15,  as  Paul's,  its  authenticity 
is  more  than  doubtful.* 

Hippolytus  (about  200),  said  to  have  been  a  disciple 

^   The  AjwstoHcal  Authority  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  p.  599,  etc. 
2  Bihliotheca,  Cod.  232.  »  Hist.  Eecles.  v.  26. 

■*  See  Irenfeus's  Works,  edited  by  Stieren,  vol.  i.  pp.  854,  855 ;  and  vol.  ii. 
p.  381,  etc.,  ed.  1853. 
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of  Irenanis,  had  tlie  same  opinion  of  the  epistle  as  his 
master's. 

Caius  of  Rome,  at  the  close  of  the  second  and  be- 
ginning of  the  third  century,  held  the  same  view,  as 
we  learn  from  Eusehius.^  The  anthor  of  the  fragment 
on  the  canon  published  by  Muratori,  does  not  enume- 
rate the  epistle  among  Paul's.'^  We  suppose  that  by  the 
epistle  '  to  the  Alexandrians  forged  in  the  name  of 
Paul,'  he  means  that  to  the  Hebrews  ;  as  Credner, 
Yolkmar,  Kostlin,  and  Wieseler  ^  after  Semler  believe. 

Novatian  (250)  never  quotes  or  alludes  to  it,  though 
in  two  treatises  of  his  still  extant,  it  would  have  been 
most  suitable  to  his  purpose. 

Tertullian  (f  240),  denying  the  Pauline  authorship, 
ascribed  the  letter  to  Barnabas,  relying,  apparently,  on 
a  historical  tradition  current  in  proconsular  Africa. 
Even  when  adducing  a  passage  which  the  Montanists 
made  use  of  (vi.  4,  5),  he  assigns  the  letter  to  Barnabas  ;* 
though  his  mterest  prompted  him  to  attribute  as  much 
authority  as  he  could  to  the  epistle  ;  for  the  higher  its 
authority,  the  greater  the  force  of  his  argument  derived 
from  it.  Had  he  known  that  the  epistle  was  attributed 
to  Paul  by  early  tradition,  he  would  surely  have  men- 
tioned the  circumstance.  He  states  particulars  favour- 
able to  its  credit  on  the  ground  of  Barnabas's  author- 
ship ;  but  if  he  knew  that  the  catholic  Christians  rejected 
or  depreciated  the  letter,  he  would  not  have  failed  to 
charge  them  with  it.  It  will  not  do  to  say,  with  Hug, 
that  Tertullian  took  the  epistle  for  what  it  was  allowed 
to  be  by  its  enemies,  and  reasoned  with  such  force  as  to 
make  it,  even  on  this  ground,  equal  to  Paul's  epistles  in 
value.     He  was  not  the  man  to  adopt  this  course. 

1  Hist.  Eccles.  vi.  20. 

"*  '  Fertiir  etiam  ad  Laudicenaes,  alia  ad  Alexandrines, Pauli  nomine  tinctse, 
ad  hferesem  Marcionis  ot  alia  plura,  quae  in  catliolicam  ecclesiam  recipi  non 
potest.     Fel  enim  cum  melle  misceri  non  congruit.' 

^  See  ^^'ieseler's  Erne  Untersuchuyig  iiber  den  Hebrderhrief,  p.  2(j,  et  seq^. 

*  De  Ihulicitia,  c.  20. 
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Marcion  (140)  excluded  the  letter  from  his  canon, 
for  what  reason  we  cannot  discover.  Having  a  high 
regard  for  Paul,  it  is  likely  that  he  would  have  adopted 
the  epistle  had  he  thought  it  to  be  his.  That  he  might 
have  accepted  it  as  part  of  his  canon  is  evident  from  the 
fact  that  the  Manicheans  used  the  epistle.^ 

Cyprian  (f  258)  speaks  of  seven  churches  to  which 
Paul  wrote  ;  but  does  not  mention  the  epistle  to  the 
Hebrews,  or  make  any  use  of  it.  We  infer  therefore 
that  he  considered  it  un- Pauline.  He  generally  followed 
Tertullian. 

In  several  MSS.  of  the  old  Latin  version,  that  to  the 
Hebrews  is  separated  from  Paul's  epistles.  Thus  in  the 
codd.  Claromontanus  and  Sangermanensis,  it  is  divided 
from  them  by  a  general  stichometry  of  Scripture. 
But  it  may  be  the  epistle  of  Barnabas  mentioned  in  the 
stichometry  of  the  Clermont  manuscript ;  for  the  African 
church  held  the  Barnabas  authorship  of  the  epistle  to 
the  Hebrews.     In  the  cod.  Boernerianus  it  is  wanting. 

Yictorinus  of  Pannonia  (f  303)  is  on  the  same  side 
of  the  question.  In  an  extant  fragment,  he  speaks,  like 
Cyprian,  of  there  being  seven  churches  which  Paul 
addressed.'^  If  his  commentary  on  the  Apocalypse  be 
authentic,  he  enumerates  in  it  the  seven  churches,  and 
speaks  of  epistles  to  individuals  without  any  notice  of 
the  present  one.  Passages  are  repeatedly  quoted  from 
Paul's  epistles  ;  none  from  that  to  the  Hebrews. 

Thus  the  Pauline  authorship  was  disowned  in  the  West 
till  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  century — a  fiict  which  it 
is  difficult  to  account  for  except  by  supposing  that  there 
was  no  early  tradition  in  Italy,  Gaul,  and  proconsular 
Africa  in  favour  of  Paul's  authorship.  Hug's  attempt 
to  show  that  the  opposition  presented  to  the  Montanists, 
who  defended  their  usage  respecting  lapsed  Christians 
not  being  received  back  into  the  church  by  Hebr.  vi. 
4,  5,  led  to  a  denial  of  the  Pauline  origin,  is  imsuccess- 

'  Epiphau.  Ilceres.  Ixvi.  c.  74.  "  Be  Ej:hort.  Martyrii,  c.  11. 
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ful.^  Catholic  Christians  did  not  so  readily  renounce 
the  authenticity  of  sacred  writings  as  Hug's  reasoning 
implies  ;  nor  is  there  the  least  proof  that  Tertullian 
and  Novatian  attached  the  importance  to  Hebr.  vi.  4,  5, 
which  the  critic  assumes. 

Hilary  of  Poitiers  (f  368)  was  the  first  writer  in  the 
West,  as  far  as  we  know,  who  received  the  letter  as 
Paul's.  He  was  followed  by  Lucifer  (f  370) ,  Gaudentius 
(f  410),  Ambrose  of  Milan  (1397),  and  Philastrius 
of  Brescia  (387).  But  doubts  still  lingered.  It  is  not 
quoted  by  Optatus  of  Milevis  (370),  by  Phoebadius 
(359),  and  Vincent  of  Lerins  (f  450),  in  Gaul  ;  nor  by 
Zeno  of  Verona  (f  380).  Isidore  of  SeviUe  (f  636)  says 
that  the  authorship  was  considered  doubtful  by  very 
many  Latin  Christians,  because  of  the  diiference  of  style. 

Jerome  (f  420)  and  Augustine  (f  430)  favoured  the 
opinion  that  it  was  written  by  Paul ;  and  the  authority 
of  their  names  contributed  to  establish  it  in  the  West. 

The  former  quotes  many  passages  from  the  epistle, 
calling  it  Paul's,  or  the  apostle's.'^  He  also  refers  to 
peculiarities  distinguishing  it  from  other  writings  of 
the  sanie  apostle,  and  gives  some  explanation  of  them.^ 
At  other  times,  when  mentioning  or  quoting  the  work 
he  employs  expressions  of  hesitation  or  doubt,  such  as, 
'  if  any  one  is  willing  to  receive  that  epistle  which  has 
been  written  to  the  Hebrewp,  under  Paul's  name  ;  '  *  '  the 
epistle  of  Paul  to  the  Hebrews,  or  whosesoever's  you 
suppose  it  to  be  ; '  ^  '  Paul  the  apostle  speaks,  if  any  one 
admits  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews  ; '  ^  '  whoever  he  be 
that  wrote  the  epistle  ; '  ^  '  the  apostle  Paul,  or  whatever 
other  person  wrote  the  epistle,'  &c.^ 

'  Einleitung  in  die  Schriften  desneuen  Testaments,  zweiter  Theil,  pp.  412, 
4Lu.     Vierte  Auflage. 

^  Ej).  6G  ad  Pammach.  Adv.  Jovinian.  lib.  i.  5.  Ep.  3,  GO  ad  Ileliodor. 
Comment,  in  Esaiam,  c.  5,  v.  24 ;  c.  7,  v.  14.  In  Jerem.  c.  22,  v.  1-5.  In 
Zcchar.  c.  3,  t.  6,  7.     In  Matt.  c.  21,  v.  39.     In  Gal.  c.  4,  v.  3. 

^  De  Sa-iptoribus  Ecdesiastici^,  c.  5.  *  Comment,  in  Titum,  c.  1,  v.  5. 

^   Comment,  in  Titum,  c.  2,  v.  2.  ®  In  Ezech.  c.  28,  v.  W,  et  seq. 

^  In  Amas,  c.  8,  v.  7,  8.  *  In  Jerem.  c.  HI,  v.  31. 
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In  alluding  to  the  opinion  of  the  Latin  church,  he 
says,  that  many  doubt  about  Paul's  authorship  ;  ^  that 
the  Latin  custom  was  not  to  receive  it  among  the 
canonical  scriptures  ;  ^  that  all  the  Greeks  admitted  it, 
and  some  of  the  Latins  ;  ^  and  that  among  the  Romans 
even  till  his  time,  it  was  not  reckoned  Paul's.^  The 
longest  passage  which  this  father  has  about  it  is  in  a 
letter  to  Dardanus,  where  he  states  that  the  epistle  '  is 
received  as  the  apostle  Paul's,  not  only  by  the  churches 
of  the  East,  but  on  the  other  hand  by  all  the  Greek 
ecclesiastical  writers  ;  though  most  ascribe  it  to  Bar- 
nabas or  Clement ;  and  it  makes  no  difference  whose  it 
is,  since  it  belongs  to  an  ecclesiastical  man,  and  is  read 
daily  in  the  churches.  But  if  the  Latins  do  not  com- 
monly receive  it  among  the  canonical  scriptures,  the 
Greek  churches  do  the  same  with  the  Apocalypse  of 
John.  We,  however,  receive  both,  not  following  the 
usage  of  the  present  time,  but  the  authority  of  ancient 
writers,  who  for  the  most  part  quote  both  ;  not  as  they 
are  wont  sometimes  to  quote  apocryphal  books  as 
canonical.'^  Here  there  is  an  ambiguity  in  the  words 
'  most  ascribe  it  to  Barnabas  or  Clement,'  but  the  sense 
seems  to  be  '  most  Greek  writers.'  We  draw  the  fol- 
lowing conclusions  from  Jerome's  writings. 

First.  He  believed  that  Paul  did  not  write  the  letter, 
because  m  speaking  of  the  Greeks  he  intimates  his  dis- 
agreement with  their  opinion. 

^   Comment,  in  Matt.  c.  26,  v.  8,  9.  '  In  Esaiam,  c.  6,  v.  2. 

^  Ejj.  73,  ad  Evangelum.  *  De  Script.  Eccles.  c.  69. 

*  '  lUud  nostris  dicendum  est,  banc  epistolam  quae  inscribitur  ad  He- 
br?eos,  non  solum  ab  ecclesiis  orientis,  sed  ab  omnibus  retro  ecclesiasticis 
Grseci  sermonis  scriptoribus  quasi  Pauli  apostoli  suscipi,  licet  plerique  earn 
vel  Barnabae  vel  dementis  arbitrentur;  et  niHl  interesse,  cujus  sit,  cum 
ecclesiastici  viri  et  quotidie  ecclesiariun  lectione  celebretur.  Quodsi  earn 
Latinorum  consuetude  non  recipit  inter  scripturas  canonicas,  nee  Grsecormn 
Apocalypsin  Johannis  eadem  libertate  suscipiunt ;  et  tamen  nos  utraque 
suscipimus,'nequaquam  hujus  temporis  consuetudinem  sed  veterum  scriptorum 
auctoritatem  sequentes,  qui  plerumque  utriusque  abutuntur  testimoniis  non 
ut  interdum  de  apocryphis  facere  sclent  (quippe  qui  et  gentilium  litterarum 
raro  utantur  exemplis),  sed  quasi  canonicis.' 


180  INTRODUCTION   TO  THE   NEW   TESTAMENT. 

SecomUy.  AVhere  his  language  is  ambiguous,  his 
caution  about  orthodoxy  was  the  cause.  Careful  of  his 
reputation  he  hesitated  where  free  speaking  might  have 
damaged  it. 

Thirdly.  The  great  majority  of  the  Latins  did  not 
receive  the  epistle  as  Paul's.     Only  some  adopted  it. 

Fourthly.  He  fully  believed  in  its  canonicity  ;  and 
probably  held  it  to  be  Paul's  indirectly.^ 

Fifthly.  He  alleges  that  most  of  the  Greek  writers 
who  received  it  as  Pauline  did  not  ascribe  it  to  hun 
immediately  but  merely  through  Barnabas  or  Clement. 

Augustme's  (f  430)  sentiments  are  scarcely  consis- 
tent. In  his  commentary  on  the  epistle  to  the  Romans, 
he  alludes  to  it  as  the  apostle^s.  In  his  treatise  on 
Christian  Doctrine,  he  specifies  it  as  one  of  the  fourteen 
Pauline  epistles.  He  quotes  it  as  the  apostle's  in  his 
sermons.  The  decrees  of  several  synods  where  his  m- 
fluence  was  considerable,  have  it  after  Paul's  thirteen 
letters,  as  the  synod  of  Hippo  (393),  and  the  third  of  Car- 
thage (397)  which  attest  its  canonicity.  In  the  fifth  of 
Carthage  (419),  it  is  one  of  Paul's  fourteen  letters.  In 
other  works  of  his,'"^  it  is  alluded  to  as  Scripture.  There 
are  many  places  in  which  Augustine  avoids  giving  an 
opinion  about  the  author,  employing  indefinite  phrases: 
as,  '  the  epistle  which  is  written  to  the  Hebrews  ;  ' 
'which  the  majority  say  is  Paul's,  but  some  deny ;  '  'the 
epistle  to  the  Hebrews  ;  '  '  which  is  inscribed  to  the 
Hebrews.'  Doubtless  he  reckoned  it  a  part  of  the  ca- 
nonical Scriptures,  induced  to  do  so,  as  he  affirms,  by  the 
authority  of  the  oriental  churches  ;  but  it  is  doubtful 
whether  he  really  believed  it  to  be  Paul's.  In  a  j^assage 
in  his  work  on  '  Christian  Doctrine,'  where  he  puts  it 
among  the  other  epistles  of  Paul,  the  context  makes  a 
distinction  between  canonical  books,  assigning  greater 
weight  to   such  as  were  received  by  all  the  catholic 

'  See  Wieseler,  Eine  Untersuchung,  u.s.w.,  p.  40,  et  seq. 

*  Enarrat.  in  Psalm.  130,  §  12 ;   Contra  Maximin.  Avian,  lib.  ii.  c.  25. 
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churches  than  to  those  adopted  by  fewer  and  less  im- 
portant churches.^  It  is  not  easy  to  account  for  the 
circumlocutory  j:)hrases  he  uses  so  often,  except  on  the 
i^round  of  his  entertaming  doubts  about  the  author.  In 
his  later  works  he  avoids  quoting  the  epistle  as  Paul's. 
In  his  work  on  the  '  City  of  God/  which  occupied  him 
fourteen  years,  he  cites  it  often  without  naming  the 
writer.  And  in  his  unfinished  work  on  Julian,  though 
the  latter  quotes  the  epistle  as  Paul's,  Augustine  calls 
it  merely  '  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews.'  '  One  would 
think,'  says  Lardner,  '  that  he  studiously  declines  to 
call  it  Paul's.'  The  result  of  all  that  Augustine  has 
expressed  on  the  subject  is  this  : — 

First.  He  knew  the  fact  that  some  Latin  churches 
denied  the  Pauline  origin  of  the  epistle. 

Secondly.  He  himself  sometimes  quotes  it  as  the 
apostle's  and  was  inclined  at  one  time  to  believe  so. 

Thirdly.  Offcener,  and  particularly  m  his  later  writ- 
mgs,  he  scruples  to  quote  it  as  Paul's,  havmg  doubts 
about  its  Pauline  origin  not  its  canonicity.  These 
doubts  were  either  not  strong  enough  to  induce  him  to 
speak  directly  against  the  Pauline  authorship,  or  he  had 
not  courage  to  contradict  the  opinion  of  the  majority. 
He  did  not  take  the  side  of  the  mmority  openly,  from 
want  of  conviction  or  from  fear. 

Rufinus  (410)  naturally  followed  Jerome;  and  every 
writer  of  note  in  the  West  belonging  to  the  fifth  century, 
took  the  view  ostensibly  held  by  Jerome  and  Augus- 
tine ;  as  Chromatius  (f  410),  Innocent  of  Rome  (f  416), 
Paulinus  (f  431),  Cassian  (f  450),  Prosper  (434), 
Eucherius  (f  450),  Salvian  (f  after  490),  and  Gelasius 
(f  394).  Pelagius  (425)  wrote  on  Paul's  thu'teen 
epistles,  not  on  that  to  the  Hebrews.  Yet  he  speaks  of 
it  as  a  work  of  the  apostle. 

From  the  beginnmg  of  the  fifth  century,  the  Pauline 
authorship  was  generally  acknowledged  in  the  Latin 

^  De  Doctr.  Christ,  ii.  12, 
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church.  But  even  after  Jerome  and  Augustme,  several 
commentators  do  not  quote  it,  as  Leo  the  Great  (f  4G1), 
and  Orosius  (420).  About  the  middle  of  the  sixth 
century,  no  Latin  commentary  on  it  was  known  to 
Cassiodorus  (470-564). 

At  Alexandria  the  case  respecting  the  epistle  was 
different.  Though  Basilides  (about  125)  the  Gnostic 
used  the  Pauline  epistles,  he  rejected  that  to  the  He- 
brews, because  it  did  not  proceed  from  an  apostle  of 
Christ.  In  the  time  of  Basilides,  it  was  received  at 
Alexandria,  but  not  as  Paul's.  Pantirnus's  testimony, 
inserted  by  Clement  in  his  lost  work  Hypotyjwse^^,  has 
been  preserved  by  Eusebius.^  It  is  generally  supposed 
that  '  the  blessed  presbyter,'  whom  Clement  speaks  of, 
is  Panta^nus,  who  obviates  an  objection  to  the  Pauline 
authorship  from  the  want  of  the  name.  Clement  him- 
self asserts  (f  220),  that  Paul  wrote  the  epistle  in 
Hebrew  and  that  Luke  translated  it  into  Greek. 

In  like  manner,  Origen  (f  254)  often  employs  it  as 
a  Pauline  writing.  One  passage  may  suffice  :  '  And  in 
the  letter  to  the  Hebrews,  the  same  apostle  says,'  etc.^ 
This  distinguished  father,  knowing  that  individuals  and 
churches  questioned  its  Pauline  composition,  expresses 
his  purpose  to  write  a  distinct  discourse  in  proof  of  it, 
in  a  letter  to  Africanus.  In  other  places  he  alludes  to 
doubts  respecting  its  Pauline  authorship,  as  in  his  com- 
ments on  Matt,  xxiii.  27. 

Eusebius  (f  340)  has  preserved  an  extract  from 
Origen' s  homilies  on  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  which 
gives  a  more  exact  account  of  the  Alexandrian  father's 
opinion  respecting  the  origin  of  the  work.  Here  we 
have  Origen' s  mature  judgment.  The  homilies  were 
preached  and  published  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life, 
when  he  was  upwards  of  sixty  years  of  age.  '  The  style 
of  the  epistle  with  the  title  "  to  the  Hebrews  "  has  not 

'  //.  E.  vi.  14. 

^  Kai  (V  Tij  npos  'E^paeovs  6  aiirbi  HavXos  (})T]cnu. — In  Joann,  torn.  ii. 
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that  rudeness  of  speech  which  belonged  to  the  apostie 
who  confessed  himself  rude  in  speech,  that  is,  in  phra- 
seology. But  the  epistle  is  purer  Greek  in  the  texture 
of  its  style,  as  every  one  will  allow  who  is  able  to  dis- 
cern difterences  of  style.'  Again  he  says,  '  the  ideas  of 
the  epistle  are  admirable,  and  not  inferior  to  the  ac- 
knowledged writings  of  the  apostle.  Every  one  will  con- 
fess the  truth  of  this  who  reads  the  apostle's  writings 
attentively.'  Afterwards  he  adds  :  '  I  would  say  that 
the  sentiments  are  the  apostle's  ;  but  the  language  and 
com})Osition  belong  to  some  one  who  committed  to 
Avriting  what  the  apostle  said,  and  reduced  into  a  com- 
mentary, as  it  were,  the  things  spoken  by  his  master. 
If  then,  any  church  receives  this  epistle  as  coming  from 
Paul,  let  it  be  commended  even  for  this  ;  for  it  is  not 
without  reason  that  the  ancients  have  handed  it  down 
as  Paul's.  But  who  wrote  (was  the  amanuensis  of)  the 
epistle,  God  alone  knows  certamly.  Tiie  account  that 
has  come  down  to  us  is  various  ;  some  saying  that 
Clement,  who  was  bishop  of  Rome,  wrote  the  epistle  ; 
others  that  it  was  Luke  who  wrote  the  Gospel  and  the 
Acts.'  ^     From  this  passage  we  see  : — 

First.  That  different  opinions  about  the  writer  of  the 
letter  were  entertained  in  Origen's  day  ;  doubts  about 
the  authorship  being  so  common  that  he  could  allude  to 

^  o  x^po^'^hp  '■'7^  Xe'^fcof  TTjs  npos  'E^palovs  fTnyeypaiJ.fj,evr]s  fniaroXrjs,  ovk 
ep^et  TO  iv  Xo'yo)  iSicori/coi'  tov  anocrToXov,  6yio\oyr]aavTos  iavrov  IdicjTrji/  elvai 
Ta  Xdyo),  TOVTeari  rfj  (ppdaei.  AXXa  ea-rlv  rj  eVtcrroX))  avvdecrei  rrjs  Xf^ecos 
'EXKrjviKaiTipa,  nas  6  f7n(Trap,evos  Kpiveiv  (ppacreav  8ia(popds,  SfioXoyrjaai  civ. 
Ilakiv  Tf  av  oTL  TO.  voTjfiara  rrjs  eTncTToXfjs  davfidcrid  ecrrif  Kal  ov  Sevrepa  tcov 
dnodroKiKOiV  onokoyovfievav  ypap-fidraiv,  Kai  rovro  av  avixcprjcrai  flvai  dXrjdes 
nas  6  Trpoae)((>>v  rrj  dvayvaxrei  rfj  aTrocrToXiK^ .  Tovtois  fieff  trepa  eTTicbepei 
Xeyav  •  'Eyw  8e  dnocpaivonevos  finoip,  av,  on  to.  fiev  vor]p.aTa  tov  dnoaToXov 
eg-riv,  rj  8e  (fipdcris  Ka\  rj  avvBeais  dnopivrjfiovevaavTos  tlvos  to  dwocrToXiKd,  Ka\ 
a><TTrepe\  axoXtoypacpTjcravTos  to.  eiprip.eva  vno  tov  8t8aaKdXov.  Ei  tis  ovv  (kkXt]- 
cria  e^ft  TuvTrjv  ttjv  eVicrroXjjv  ens  IlavXov,  avrrj  evSoKt/xe/ro)  Kal  eVl  tovtq)-  ov 
yap  flKTJ  01  dpxaloi  av8pes  &>£•  UavXov  avTrjv  TTupaSeSwKacrt  •  tis  8e  6  ypdyp'as  ttiv 
eirUTToXrjv,  to  p.ev  dXrjdes  Qeos  oi8ev  tj  8e  fls  rjp.ds  (pdda-aaa  laTopla  vtto  tivcov 
fjLtv  XeyovTCdv,  oti  KXrjp.ris  6  yevofievos  iniaKonos  VcofjLaiwv  eypay\fe  ttjv  fmaToXiiv. 
VIVO  Tivav  Se  on  Aovkos  6  ypdyj^as  to  tvayyiXiov  Ka\  Tas  Trpd^fis. — 2f.J?.  vi.  25. 
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them  in  a  popular  discourse,  without  giving  offence  or 
raising  suspicions  against  himself.  The  words,  '  if  any 
church  receives  it  as  Paul's,  it  is  even  to  be  commended 
on  that  account,'  imply  that  some  had  doubts  of  its 
Pauline  authorship.  The  language  is  hypothetical  ;  and 
the  inference,  that  only  a  few  churches  received  the 
epistle  as  Paul's  or  that  any  church  rejected  it  as  his, 
cannot  be  rightly  drawn  from  it. 

Secondly.  Origen's  own  belief  was,  that  while  the 
sentiments  of  the  epistle  proceeded  from  the  apostle, 
another  wrote  them  down.  This  explains  the  apparent 
inconsistencies  observable  m  his  different  works.  He 
often  cites  it  as  Paul's  without  scruple  or  remark  ;  but 
in  his  homilies  he  says,  '  God  alone  knows  who  wrote 
it.'  The  expression  '  who  wrote  the  epistle,'  can  only 
mean  who  put  the  thoughts  into  ivriting^  who  penned 
another^ s  ideas.  Such  kind  of  writing  some  attributed  to 
Clement  of  Rome,  others  to  Luke  ;  but  Origen  gives  no 
opinion.^ 

Thirdly.  It  is  difficult  to  understand  what  he  meant 
by  the  words,  '  ancient  men  have  handed  it  down  to  us 
as  Paul's.'  He  could  not  mean  all  the  ancients,  in- 
cluding Christians  m  the  East  and  West.  Probably  he 
refers  to  the  ancient  men  of  the  Alexandrian  church, 
i.e.  to  Pantaenus  and  Clement,  with  the  generation  de- 
pendent upon  them. 

Fourthly.  There  is  little  doubt  that  Origen  speaks  of 
current  traditions  which  existed  before  his  time  ;  and 
that  their  field  was  Alexandria. 

Origen,  as  we  have  just  seen,  believed  that  Paul  was 
the  author  of  the  epistle,  and  accounted  for  the  diversity 
of  style  between  it  and  other  Pauline  writings  by  assum- 
ing that  some  one  penned  the  ideas  with  the  apostle's 

^  Unless  we  make  Origen  stultify  himself  in  the  passage,  nV  he  6  ypa-^as 
rfjv  fTTia-ToXrjv,  to  d\rjdes  Qfos  oldtv  must  mean  the  scribe,  rather  than  the 
proper  author,  for  the  preceding  context  states  that  this  father  believed 
the  thoughts  to  be  Paul's,  the  recording  of  them  another's. 
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sanction  or  by  his  direction.  The  power  of  tradition 
was  so  strong  that  he  could  not  reject  Paul's  participa- 
tion in  the  letter  ;  yet  his  critical  judgment  could  not 
reconcile  the  language  with  external  testimony.  Hence 
he  assigned  the  thoughts  to  Paul,  the  diction  to  another. 

Dionysius  (248),  a  disciple  of  Origen,  ascribes  the 
work  to  the  apostle  without  hesitation,  in  his  epistle 
addressed  to  Fabius  bishop  of  Antioch,  and  preserved 
by  Eusebius.^  Theognostus  of  Alexandria  (a.d.  282) 
also  assigns  the  epistle  to  Paul.  So  too  Peter  (300), 
Alexander  (315),  Hierax  (about  300),  Athanasius 
(t373),  Theophilus  (t-112),  Serapion  (t358),  Didymus 
(395),  and  Cyril  of  Alexandria  (f444),  employ  the 
epistle,  ascribing  it  to  the  apostle.  The  deacon  Euthalius 
(460)  again  speaks  of  doubts,  which  he  sets  aside.  The 
prevalent  opinion  of  the  Alexandrian  church  was  in 
favour  of  the  Pauline  authorship.  In  accordance  with 
it,  the  tenth  place  was  usually  given  to  the  epistle,  i.e. 
after  the  second  to  the  Thessalonians.  So  it  is  in  Atha- 
nasius, the  council  of  Laodicea,  the  Memphitic  version, 
the  author  of  the  '  Synopsis  of  sacred  Scripture,'  Eu- 
thalius and  Cyril.  Nor  was  this  position  confined  to 
the  Alexandrian  church  ;  other  Greek  fathers  gave  it 
the  same  place,  as  Theodoret  and  Epiphanius  ;  and  the 
oldest  Greek  MSS.,  A.,  B.,  C,  H.,  agree. 

Out  of  Egypt,  in  the  Greek  church,  the  current  tra- 
dition of  authorship  was  the  same.  The  council  of 
Nic£ea  received  the  epistle  as  Paul's,  which  appears  from 
a  reply  given  by  Eusebius  in  the  name  of  the  assembled 
bishops,  where  it  is  quoted  as  his.^ 

Justin  Martyr  (fl66)  has  several  passages  which 
show  an  acquaintance  with  the  epistle.  He  writes,  for 
example,  '  This  is  he  who,  after  the  order  of  Melchizedek, 
is  King  of  Salem,  and.  everlastmg  priest  of  the  Most 

1  H.  E.  vi.  41. 

'^  Kadais  (f)T]ai,  Kai  6  UavXos  to  (TKevos  Trjs  e/cXoyJjs  'E^paiois  ypd(f)(ov,  k.t,X 
See  Harduin.  Acta  Concilior.  vol.  i.  p.  402. 
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High.'  ^  Elsewhere, '  about  to  be  both  everlasting  priest 
of  God,  and  King,  and  Christ.'  '^  In  another  work  he 
writes  that  Christ  is  called  both  Angel  and  Apostle} 
All  that  can  be  inferred  from  such  statements  is,  that 
the  epistle  was  current  in  the  Christian  circle  to  which 
Justin  belonged. 

Eusebius  of  C^sarea  quotes  the  letter  very  fre- 
quently, especially  in  his  commentary  on  the  Psalms, 
and  attributes  it  to  the  apostle,  putting  it  among  the 
fourteen  and  the  Homologoumena.  In  the  third  book  of 
his  '  Ecclesiastical  History '  he  says  expressly,  '  Of  Paul 
there  are  fourteen  epistles,  manifest  and  well  known  ; ' 
subjoining,  '  yet  there  are  some  who  reject  that  to  the 
Hebrews,  urgmg  in  favour  of  their  opinion,  that  the 
church  of  the  Romans  denies  it  to  be  Paul's.'  * 

In  other  places  the  historian  speaks  differently.  Thus 
he  writes  :  '  For  Paul  having  addressed  the  Hebrews  in 
their  own  tongue,  some  think  the  evangelist  Luke — 
others,  Clement,  translated  the  epistle,  which  last  ap- 
pears more  probable,  since  there  is  a  great  resemblance 
between  the  style  of  the  epistle  of  Clement  and  the 
epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  as  well  as  between  their  senti- 
ments.' ^  This  passage  implies  that  the  writer  had  an 
opinion  like  Origen's,  viz.  that  Paul  wrote  in  Hebrew, 
Clement  translating  into  Greek.    But  a  statement  in  his 

'  ovTiJs  (OTiv  6  Kara  rrjv  rii^iv  MeX^KreSeK  dacriXevs  '2a\r]fi,  koI  alavios 
Itpevs  'Y\//'/crrou  vnapxcov.  (Hebr.  V.  9,  10;  vi.  20;  vii.  12.) — Dial,  cum 
Tryph.  p.  379,  ed.  Thirlby. 

^  K.a\  alatvmv  tov  Q(ov  lepea,  Ka\  ^aaiXfa,  Kui  Xpicrrov  peWovra  y'lveaOai. 
—Ibid.  p.  347. 

'  Koi  (iyyikos  he  /caXelrat  /cat  aTToVroXo?. — Apol.  i.  C.  63,  p.  172.   Otto,  ed.  3. 

*  TOV  8e  HavXov  TrpodrjXoi,  Koi  (ra(pels  al  deKaTfaaapes,  "Ori  ye  prjv  rives 
r}6eTr]Ka(rL  rrjv  rrpos  'EjSpaiovs,  Trpoi  r^?  'Papaicov  eKKKrja-ias  (wy  prj  HavXov  ovcrav 
avTTjv  avrtkeyea-dai  (f)r]crcii'Tes,  ov  diKcuov  ayvoelv. — //.  E.  iii.  3. 

*  'Edpaiois  yap  fita  Ttjs  naTpiov  y\a>TTT]s  eyypdcpcos  oipiXrjKuros  tov  HavXov, 

ol  pev  TOV  evayyeXicrrrjv  \ovKav,  ol  8e  tov  KXr'jpeiTa ^PP^~ 

vevaai  Xeyovai  ttjv  ypa(prjv  '  o  Ka\  paXXov  eiq  av  dXr]des  to)  tov  opoiov  ryjs 
cf)pd(reo}s  x^P^'^'^W"  '"'?''  ''^  ^"^  KXrjpevTos  em(TToXt]v,  /cat  tt/v  jrpos  'E^paiovs 
dnoa-M^eiv,  kuI  rw  fifj  noppa  to.  iv  iKUTepois  Tols  (Tvyypdppaai  vorjpara  naOtaTavai. 
H.  E.  iii.  38. 
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coiiimentniy  on  the  second  Psalm  is  different,  indicjitlng 
tliat  Paul  wrote  tlie  epistle  in  Greek.  Elsewhere,  he 
alludes  to  it  as  a  work  belonging  to  the  Antilegomena  or 
disputed  Scri])tures,  in  the  time  of  Clemens  Alexan- 
drinus,  because  he  says,  that  the  latter,  in  his  '  Stroma- 
teis,'  uses  testimonies  from  the  '  Antilegomena,'  the  book 
called  the  'Wisdom  of  Solomon,'  that  of  Jesus  son  of 
Sirach,  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  Barnabas,  Clement, 
and  Jude. 

The  general  conclusion  we  draw  from  Eusebius's 
writings  is,  that  he  accepted  the  epistle  as  Paul's  and 
used  it  as  such.  '  Nevertheless,'  says  Lardner, '  perhaps 
it  may  be  questioned  whether  he  was  fully  persuaded 
of  it.' 

The  Pauline  authorship  was  commonly  held  in  the 
Greek  church  after  Eusebius.  Cyril  of  Jerusalem 
(t389),  Gregory  of  Nazianzum  (f  390),  Basil  the 
Great  (f  379),  the  council  of  Laodicea  (363),  Gregory 
Nyssene  (f  after  394),  Titus  of  Bostra  (f  371),  Epipha- 
nius  (f  402),  Chrysostom  (f  407),  Theodore  of  Mopsu- 
estia  (f429),  received  it.  And  if  the  Iambic  poem 
addressed  to  Seleucus  be  rightly  assigned  to  Amphilo- 
chius  of  Iconium  (•{•  394),  he  may  be  also  quoted  for  the 
Pauline  authorship.  Gregory  Thaumaturgus  (f  about 
270)  ascribes  it  to  Paul,  quoting  or  referring  to  various 
passages,  such  as  ii.  3,  4  ;  iii.  15-18. 

As  to  the  Syrian  church,  the  epistle  is  in  the  Peshito, 
but  at  the  end  of  the  Pauline  epistles  before  the  general 
ones.  Delitzsch  argues  that  it  was  ])\xt  there  because 
anonymous,  not  because  it  was  thought  to  proceed  from 
another  than  Paul.^  But  in  that  case  it  would  rather 
have  stood  among  the  Pauline  ones,  between  those  to 
the  Corinthians  and  Galatians,  or  after  the  Thessalonian 
ones,  certainly  before  the  pastoral  epistles.  The  Peshito 
has  it  merely  with  the  title,  '  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews.' 

•   Ueher  Verfasser  und  Leser  cles  ffebmerbriefs,  in  Rudelbacli  unci  Guericke's 
Zeitschrift,  1849,  p.  510. 
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The  later  Syriac,  which  was  dependent  on  the  Greek, 
first  gave  it  the  title,  '  Epistle  of  Paul.'  After  this, 
the  Syrian  church  generally  believed  in  the  Pauline 
authorship.  About  the  middle  of  the  third  century,  the 
synod  of  Antioch  ascribes  it  to  the  apostle.  Jacob  of 
Nisibis  (325),  and  Ephrem  (f  378),  so  quote  it,  as  does 
Severian  bishop  of  Gabala  (401).  Isaac  bishop  of 
Nineveh  (f  550),  and  Ebed-Jesu  (f  1318),  reckon  it 
the  fourteenth  of  Paul's  epistles. 

This  brief  summary  of  the  patristic  evidence  need 
not  be  followed  further.  Those  who  wish  to  see  it 
drawn  out  at  length,  are  referred  to  Bleek,^  from  whom 
many  succeeding  critics  have  taken  their  lists  of  pas- 
sages. 

The  following  is  the  result  of  external  evidence  on 
the  subject. 

In  the  Western  or  Latin  church,  the  epistle  was  not 
considered  apostolic  till  the  fourth  century,  when  it  first 
obtained  a  canonical  position  and  was  assigned  to  Paul. 
The  causes  which  contributed  to  this  change  cannot  be 
traced.  Perhaps  the  ecclesiastical  intercourse  between 
the  East  and  West,  which  began  at  the  time,  brought 
the  sentiments  of  the  former  into  the  latter.  Above  all, 
the  weight  of  two  names,  Jerome  and  Augustine,  greatly 
influenced  the  formation  of  such  an  opinion,  It  has 
been  conjectured  that  the  Arian  controversy,  in  which 
the  epistle  was  useful  to  the  orthodox  cause,  helped  to 
establish  its  apostolicity.  It  may  be  also,  that  the  study 
of  Origen's  writings  had  its  influence.  We  know  that 
Hilary  and  Ambrose,  in  particular,  were  familiar  with 
them. 

In  the  Eastern  or  Greek  church,  tradition  was  early 
and  uniformly  in  favour  of  the  Pauline  authorship.  The 
Greek  fathers,  with  few  exceptions,  believed  that  it  pro- 
ceeded from  the  apostle  of  the  Gentiles. 

The  early  Syrians  did  not  hold  the  Pauline  author- 

^  Der  Brkf  an  die  Hebrder,  erste  Abtbeilung,  viertes  Kapitel,  p.  81,  et  seq. 
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ship ;  but  the  fixthers  of  that  church  began  to  do  so  in 
the  third  century. 

Thus  patristic  evidence  is  divided  and  the  testimonies 
conflicting.  Taken  in  the  mass,  it  favours  the  Pauline 
origin  of  the  letter.  Judged  separately,  especially  in  its 
earliest  state,  its  voice  is  contrary.  If  the  letter  were 
written  in  Italy,  the  Italians  must  have  known  whether 
Paul  wrote  it  or  not ;  and  their  rejection  of  it  is,  con- 
sequently, a  strong  argument  agamst  its  apostolic 
authorship.  We  rely  more  on  the  earliest  testimonj^, 
which  is  against  Paul's  authorship,  than  on  the  later, 
and  believe  that  the  rejection  of  that  authorship  by  the 
Latin  church  outweighs  the  opposite  evidence.  The 
letter  was  written  either  in  Italy  or  at  Alexandria  ;  so 
that  the  Westerns  knew  better  who  wrote  it  than  the 
Asiatics.  It  tells  against  the  Pauline  origin  that  Pan- 
tcenus  was  the /?'.9^  who  held  that  opinion  at  Alexan- 
dria. 

II.  Havinc:  considered  the  external  evidence  bearino; 
on  Paul's  authorship,  we  proceed  to  the  internal.  Here 
there  is  much  to  discountenance  the  idea  that  the  apostle 
wrote  the  epistle. 

(a.)  The  want  of  a  title  or  inscription  strikes  the 
reader.  The  name  of  the  writer  does  not  appear,  con- 
trary to  Paul's  method.  As  the  Jewish  Christians  were 
prejudiced  against  him,  he  must  have  appealed,  if  not 
to  his  apostleship,  at  least  to  the  revelations  he  had  re- 
ceived, the  purity  of  his  motives,  and  his  ardent  love  to 
his  countrymen.  Such  things  would  have  been  most 
suitable  had  Paul  wished  to  get  a  favourable  hearing. 

At  an  early  period,  those  who  assumed  the  Pauline 
authorship  endeavoured  to  account  for  the  absence  of 
the  apostle's  name  by  supposing,  with  Pantainus,  that 
the  writer,  conscious  of  his  mission  to  the  Gentiles  not 
the  Jews,  omitted  his  name  through  modesty  ;  or  with 
Clemens  Alexandrinus,  that  Paul  avoided  an  inscrip- 
tion lest  he  should  offend  the  Hebrews  who  had  prej  u- 

0  2 
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dices  ao-ainst  him  Jerome  gives  the  same  explanation 
as  Clement's  ;  which  has  heen  repeated  till  the  present 
day  Hu"-  adds  another,  viz.  that  the  epistle  is  a  dis- 
course as  far  as  the  doxology  in  xiii.  12,  rather  than  a 
letter  •  and  therefore  a  salutation  with  the  apostle  s 
name  would  have  been  unsuitable.  None  of  the  hypo- 
theses is  probable  ;  and  the  omission  of  the  name  at 
the  commencement  of  the  letter  remains  a  strong  pre- 
sumption against  the  Paulme  authorship,  especially  when 
it  is  remembered  that  Paul  did  not  intrude  into  the 
sphere  of  activity  occupied  by  others  (2  Cor.  x.  13  ; 
Rom.  XV.  20).     He  was  the  apostle  of  the  Gentdes,  not 

of  the  Jews. 

(b  )  The  manner  in  which  the  Old  Testament  is 
quoted  differs  from  the  Paulme.  The  writer  knows  the 
Jewish  Scriptures  only  in  the  Septuagint  version,  which 
is  cited  even  where  it  has  words  added  to  the  Hebrew 
text,  as  in  i.  6  from  Duteronomy  xxxii.  43  ;  and  also 
where  the  meanmg  of  the  original  is  entirely  deserted, 
as  in  X.  5-7.  The  author  has  a  few  trifling  deviations 
from  the  Septuagmt ;  but  neither  m  them  nor  m  aiiy 
other  case,  not  even  in  x.  30,  did  he  consult  the  He- 
brew On  the  other  hand,  where  the  Greek  version  de- 
parts materially  from  the  Hebrew  text,  Paul  seldom 
follows  it.  Agam,  when  the  apostle  quotes  the  LXX., 
his  citations  commonly  agree  with  the  Vatican  text, 
whereas  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews  uniformly  follows 
the  Alexandrian  one.^ 

A  separate  examination  of  the  citations  justifies 
these  remarks.  Thus  i.  7  is  from  the  Septuagint  ac- 
cording to  the  Alexandrian  copy,  the  original  Hebrew 
meaning  that  God  makes  the  winds  his  messengers  and 
the  lightnings  his  servants.  But  in  the  Greek  rendering 
which  our  author  follows,  the  sense  becomes,  '  He  makes 
his  angels  winds  and  his  servants  flames  of  fire,'  imply- 

»  Bleek,  Der  Brief  an  die  Hehrder,  erste  Abtlieilung,  sections  79-83, 
pp.  338,  381. 
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in^i^-  tliat  angels  are  changed  into  those  elements  by  God 
to  do  his  pleasure. 

The  citation  in  i.  8,  9,  from  Psalm  xlv.  6,  7,  is  also 
different  in  sense  from  the  original,  which  is, '  thy  God's 
or  divine  throne  is  for  ever  and  ever,'  referrinof  to  a 
Hebrew  king  on  the  occasion  of  his  marriage  ;  whereas 
the  author  of  the  epistle  takes  the  nominative  (God)  as 
a  vocative,  and  considers  it  an  address  to  the  Messiah. 

The  quotation  in  i.  10-12,  from  Psalm  cii.  25-27, 
also  gives  a  different  meaning  from  that  of  the  origmal. 
The  Hebrew  words  contain  an  address  to  Jehovah  ;  the 
writer  of  our  epistle  applies  them  directly  to  Christ, 
misled  in  all  probability  by  the  term  Kvpie  in  the  LXX., 
which  was  commonly  applied  to  Christ  in  the  time  of 
the  apostles.  Paul  would  not  have  made  the  quotation 
as  it  is,  applying  the  words  directly  to  Christ,  for  the 
psalm  i«  not  Messianic.  Jehovah  is  addressed  in  it  ; 
and  no  Jew  would  have  used  it  of  the  Messiah  or  of 
any  one  except  the  supreme  bemg.  The  apostle  Paul, 
educated  under  Gamaliel,  could  not  have  applied  the 
psalm  in  such  a  way.  In  i.  5,  v.  5,  where  words  are 
quoted  from  the  second  psalm,  they  are  looked  upon  as 
an  address  of  God  to  the  Son  in  his  pre-existent  state  ; 
whereas  Paul  considers  them  as  a  formula  conferring 
Messianic  dignity  on  Christ  at  his  resurrection  (Acts 
xiii.  33).  The  former  is  farther  from  the  Psalmist's 
meanmg,  which  refers  to  a  statute  of  Jehovah  declared 
at  the  inauguration  of  a  theocratic  king. 

While  these  and  other  citations  show  how  dependent 
the  author  was  upon  the  Greek  translation  even  where 
it  misinterprets  the  original,  they  prove  that  Paul  was 
not  the  writer. 

In  alludino;  to  the  author's  exeo:esis  connected  with 
Old  Testament  quotations,  we  do  not  forget  that  the 
writings  of  Paul  present  examples  not  wholly  dissimi- 
lar ;  but  the  epistle  before  us  has  stranger  and  more 
numerous  specimens,  several  of  which  could  scarcely 
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have  proceeded  from  the  apostle.  We  freely  allow  that 
the  latter  sph'itualises  the  Old  Testament,  allegorises 
historical  accounts,  modifies  the  original  sense,  and 
tries  to  make  it  prove  what  it  cannot ;  but  with  all  his 
deviations  from  historico-grammatical  interpretation,  he 
does  not  present  the  peculiar  instances  of  departure  in 
ch.  i.  5,  7-12  ;  for  he  was  guided  by  a  sounder  judg- 
ment than  that  of  the  allegorising  Alexandrian. 

Still  further,  none  of  the  introductory  formulas  and 
quotations  so  common  with  Paul,  such  as,  as  it  is 
written,  for  it  is  ivritten,  the  Scripture  saith,  etc.  etc., 
appears  in  our  epistle.  Neither  are  his  rarer  formulas 
used,  David  says,  Moses  says,  Isaiah  says.  The  epistle 
to  the  Hebrews  refers  its  citations  neither  to  Scrii^ture 
nor  to  persons  or  authors,  but  to  God  or  the  Holy  Spirit, 
with  one  exception  (ii.  6).  This  is  done  even  where  the 
words  in  the  original  are  spoken  of  God  in  the  third 
person  (Hebrews  i.  6,  7,  8,  etc.).  In  cases  where  the 
verb  says  has  no  nominative,  God  should  be  supplied, 
not  Scripture.  Only  two  exceptions  occur,  viz.  ii.  6 
and  xii.  21,  where  the  indefinite  one  and  Moses  said 
occur.  The  former  is  without  example  elsewhere.  To 
cite  a  well-known  book  like  the  Psalms  with,  some  one  in 
a  certain  place,  is  remarkable.  The  latter  is  inexact, 
because  the  words  of  Moses  in  Deut.  ix.  19  are  trans- 
ferred to  the  time  when  the  law  was  promulgated.  We 
agree  with  Tholuck  in  thinking  that  some  passages  in 
the  epistle  contain  reminiscences  of  Paul's  writings,  as 
x.  30,  compared  with  Rom.  xii.  19  ;  and  xii.  14,  com- 
pared with  Rom.  xii.  18.^ 

(c.)  The  writer  betrays  an  imperfect  knowledge  of 
the  tabernacle  and  the  temj^le.  He  is  even  mistaken  in 
some  particulars  ;  a  thing  that  could  not  be  asserted  of 
Paul,  who  lived  in  Jerusalem  for  a  considerable  time. 
In  the  9th  chapter,  the  Jewish  tabernacle  is  divided 
into  its  two  principal  parts  ;  the  first  apartment  and 

^   Commcntar  zum  Briefe  an  die  Ilehriicr,  Einlcitung,  p.  iOi,  2nd  ed. 
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tlie  holy  of  holies.  In  specifying  their  furniture  the 
author  mentions,  in  the  first,  the  candlestick,  the  table, 
and  the  shew-bread  ;  in  the  second,  the  golden  altar  of 
incense,  with  the  ark  of  the  covenant  containing  the  pot 
of  manna,  Aaron's  rod,  and  the  tables  of  stone. 

The  pot  of  manna  and  Aaron's  rod  are  put  in  the 
ark  of  the  covenant,  which  is  opposed  to  1  Kings  viii.  9  ; 
2  Chron.  v„  10,  where  it  is  expressly  declared  that  the 
ark  had  nothing  in  it  but  two  tables  of  stone.  And  the 
golden  altar  of  incense  is  put  in  the  holy  of  holies  ; 
whereas  it  was  in  the  first  apartment,  towards  the  veil 
that  separated  the  one  from  the  other. 

In  the  tabernacle,  Aaron's  rod  and  the  pot  of  manna 
were  before,  not  in  the  ark  (Exod.  xvi.  33  ;  Numb, 
xvii.  10)  ;  with  which  both  Josephus  and  Philo  agree 
when  they  relate  that  the  ark  contained  nothing  but  the 
tables  of  stone.  But  the  later  Rabbins,  Levi  ben 
Gerson  and  Abarbanel,  have  the  same  view  as  that  in 
the  epistle,  so  that  the  author  may  have  followed  a 
tradition  different  from  the  Scriptural  one.  The  word 
translated  altar  of  incense  is  ambiguous,  and  may  mean 
censer.  We  prefer  the  former  meaning,  because  it  is 
sanctioned  by  the  authority  of  Josephus  and  Philo.  In 
either  case,  there  is  an  error,  since  we  learn  fi'om  the 
!Mishna  that  the  censer  was  taken  into  the  holy  of  holies 
by  the  high  priest,  not  kept  there.  The  whole  passage 
shows,  that  though  the  writer  had  respect  to  the  taber- 
nacle, he  transferred  both  divisions  of  it,  with  all  the 
furniture,  to  the  temple  of  his  own  day,  which  he 
believed  to  possess  the  ark,  the  pot  of  manna,  and 
Aaron's  rod.  What  belonged  to  the  original  tabernacle 
he  supposed  to  have  equally  belonged  to  the  temple  of 
his  time.  The  present  tense  used  in  the  sixth  verse 
(the  priests  enter  in),  and  in  the  seventh  (offers),  along 
with  the  present  perfect  (these  things  having  been  thus 
ordained,  ix.  6),  reads  as  if  the  arrangements  of  the 
tabernacle  existed.     Similarly,  ignorance  on  the  part  of 
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the  writer  appears  in  ix.  19,  where  it  is  a  mistake  to  say- 
that  the  blood  of  the  sacrifices  was  mixed  with  water. 
The  blood  would  have  been  vitiated  by  the  addition  of 
water,  except  in  accidental  cases.  So  also  the  statement 
that  the  tabernacle  was  sprinked  witli  blood  (ix.  21)  is 
incorrect.  It  was  sprmkled  with  oil,  as  we  learn  from 
the  Old  Testament. 

But  it  camiot  be  said  that  the  writer  has  made  a 
mistake  about  the  high  priest  offering  daily  sacrifice, 
for  vii.  27  does  not  sustain  that  position ;  yet  the 
adverbial  daily  is  so  vague,  that  the  statement  cannot 
be  entirely  justified  by  the  references  to  Josephus,  the 
Talmud,  and  Philo  which  Bleek  advances.  The  author, 
thinking  of  the  daily  oiferings  of  the  priests,  as  well  as 
the  yearly  sacrifice  of  atonement,  uses  language  involv- 
ing their  amalo;amation. 

(c/.)  Accordmg  to  ii.  3,  the  writer  was  not  an  apostle, 
but  had  received  the  gospel  from  ear- witnesses.  '  How 
shall  we  escape  if  we  neglect  so  great  salvation  ;  which 
at  the  first  began  to  be  spoken  by  the  Lord,  and  icas 
confirmed  unto  us  hy  tliem  that  heard  him  ?  '  Here  the 
readers  are  represented  as  belonging  to  the  second 
Christian  generation,  because  they  had  received  the 
gospel  from  ear- witnesses  and  the  first  preachers.  The 
author  classes  himself  with  the  readers — '  was  confirmed 
unto  us  by  them  that  heard  him.' 

The  only  way  of  escaping  the  force  of  this  argument 
is  to  call  in  the  aid  of  a  rhetorical  figure,^  by  which  the 
writer  includes  himself  amonof  those  he  addresses. 
Such  a  mode  of  speaking  does  occur  in  the  epistle,  and 
in  the  Pauline  letters.  But  Bleek  rightly  limits  it  to 
hortatory  addresses,  where  an  author  may  include  him- 
self with  propriety  among  his  readers,  because  the 
consciousness  of  moral  infirmity  is  an.  attribute  of 
universal  humanity.  Although  therefore  the  context 
has,  ''we  ought  to  give  heed,'  'how  shall 2^?<? escape?'  the 

'  Called  dra/cou'CDcrty. 
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figure  is  dropped  when  a  historical  fact  is  expressed. 
It  is  difficult  to  see  how  Paul  could  forbear  in  that  passage 
to  remind  the  Jewish  Christians  that  the  Lord  himself 
had  worked  and  taught  in  their  midst,  had  suffered 
before  their  eyes,  and  found  the  first  witnesses  of  his 
resurrection  and  ascension  among  them. 

(e.)  The  hermeneutical  principles  of  the  epistle  differ 
from  Paul's.  In  allegorising  the  Old  Testament,  the 
author  goes  much  further  than  the  apostle,  who  treats 
single  passages  in  that  way,  as  m  Galat.  iii.  16  and  iv.  22, 
etc.;  the  latter  being  the  most  conspicuous  instance  in  his 
writings.  Our  author  spiritualises  the  person  of  Mel- 
chizedek,  whom  he  considers  a  type  of  the  Son  of  God. 
The  history  of  this  priest  in  Genesis  is  viewed  ty|3ically  ; 
all  that  is  said  of  him,  down  to  the  very  name,  and  all 
that  is  not  said  of  him,  being  significant.  Such  inter- 
pretation reminds  us  of  Philo  and  the  Rabbins. 

Akin  to  allegorising  is  the  play  upon  words,  of 
which  there  is  a  notable  example  in  the  use  of  the  Greek 
term  translated  covenant  (ix.  15-18),  which  has  also  the 
meaning  of  testament,  and  is  used  as  the  basis  of  an 
argument  for  the  sacrificial  death  of  Christ. 

(/. )  The  doctrinal  system  of  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews, 
though  based  upon  Paulinism,  is  worked  out  in  a  dif- 
ferent way  and  assumes  another  form.  The  Alexandrine 
education  of  the  writer  shaped  and  modified  the  Pauline 
teaching  which  was  the  point  of  his  departure.  Though 
he  has  advanced  in  some  respects  beyond  Paul,  with 
independence  and  originality  ;  yet  his  conclusions  are 
for  the  most  part  substantially  the  same.  It  was  not 
his  object  to  diverge  from  the  Pauline  doctrine,  but  to 
establish  it,  which  he  does  in  his  own  method.  The 
view  of  Christianity  and  Judaism  is  determined  by  the 
Alexandrine  conception  of  the  supersensuous  world 
which  is  j^rominent  in  Philo.  When  Christianity  is 
identified  with  that  abstract  world  of  thought  it  receives 
a  new  form,  and  its  blessings  assume  a  peculiar  aspect. 
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The  idea  of  transcendence  enters  into  tliein.  Christi- 
anity is  a  transcendent  reality  because  it  is  the  arche- 
typal world,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  of  which  believers 
are  the  citizens.  Raised  far  above  the  earthly  and  tem- 
poral, it  is  the  heavenly  and  perfect  world.  But  the 
perfect  is  something  future,  a  thing  that  cannot  now  be 
actually  possessed.  Hence  Christianity  is  identical  with 
the  future  world.  It  is  the  world  to  come  in  point  of  time, 
as  it  is  the  heavenly  world  in  resjDect  to  place,  transcen- 
dent therefore  both  m  place  and  time.  The  present 
world  or  a3on  was  that  which  preceded  Christianity ;  the 
future  world  or  aeon  is  that  of  Christianity  itself,  which 
Christ  came  to  inaugurate  and  open  up.  The  two  are 
metaphysically  opposed  to  one  another  ;  and  as  Cliristi- 
anity  is  absolutely  different  from  the  earthly  world,  its 
blessings  are  theobjectof  hope  rather  than  a  present  posses- 
sion. The  Christian  can  only  taste  of  its  powers  on  earth, 
(a.)  Judaism  is  a  Levitical  cult ;  and  both  its  tem- 
porary and  perpetual  character — its  transience  and  un- 
changeableness — lie  in  that  fact.  When  it  is  changed, 
the  law  is  changed  with  it.  Priesthood  is  the  primary, 
law  the  secondary  thmg ;  the  former  determining  the 
latter.  Because  priesthood  is  changed,  the  law  must  be 
changed,  the  one  being  subordinate  to  the  other.  When 
the  incomplete  priesthood  is  fulfilled,  the  law  cannot 
continue,  as  it  was  a  weak  and  profitless  thing.  The 
view  taken  by  Paul  is  difi"erent.  He  considers  Judaism 
as  a  law  not  as  a  priesthood  ;  a  law  which  has  to  be 
fulfilled.  The  Pauline  view  of  Judaism  is  subjective  ; 
that  of  our  epistle,  objective.  Paul  shows  that  the  law 
cannot  bring  man  into  a  right  relation  to  God  because 
he  is  unable  to  fulfil  it  ;  the  writer  of  the  epistle  to  the 
Hebrews,  that  the  priestly  arrangements  in  the  Old 
Testament  cannot  efi'ect  reconciliation  to  God  because  of 
their  defective  character.  According  to  Paul,  the  ground 
of  Judaism  being  unsatisfactory  does  not  lie  in  the  law 
but  in  man's  relation  to  it ;  according  to  our  author,  the 
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ground  is  in  the  constitution  of  Judaism  itself.  As 
Paul  apprehended  Judaism  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
law,  and  the  author  of  our  epistle  from  that  of  its  ritual, 
they  arrive  at  its  abolition  in  different  methods.  Judaism 
was  a  shadow  of  which  Christianity  is  the  substance. 
As  it  was  a  copy  of  the  heavenly  sanctuary  or  Christi- 
anity, the  latter,  being  eternal,  really  preceded  it.  The 
essence  was  anticipated  in  the  shadow.  Hence  its  tem- 
porary validity.  Belonging  to  the  earthly  and  perishing 
world,  to  the  alojv  ovto<;,  it  was  only  a  preparation  for 
the  perfect  thing  to  come.  Such  is  the  view  of  our 
epistle.  Paul  looks  upon  Judaism  as  having  been 
abolished  by  the  death  of  Christ,  who  fulfilled  the  law 
and  bore  its  curse  on  the  cross.  With  him  Judaism 
was  not  a  copy  of  Christianity,  but  a  legal  institution 
02:)posed  to  it. 

The  epistle  announces,  for  the  first  time,  the  priest- 
hood of  Christ  as  typified  by  the  high  priesthood  of  the 
old  covenant.  The  sacrifice  he  ofi'ers  for  sua  is  himself, 
so  that  he  is  both  priest  and  victim.  This  is  not  Pau- 
line; and  it  also  clashes  with  the  Old  Testament  idea  of 
the  Messiah,  who  is  not  a  priest  but  a  king. 

The  relation  between  Jewish  and  Gentile  Christians 
under  the  New  Testament  is  also  looked  at  differently 
by  Paul  and  the  writer  of  this  epistle.  The  former 
does  not  make  Jewish  Christians  the  proper  nucleus  and 
body  of  the  Church,  but  Gentile  ones  ;  the  latter,  who 
never  mentions  Gentile  Christians,  must  have  considered 
Jewish  believers  the  essential  portion  of  the  Church.^ 

(/8.)  The  christology  of  our  epistle,  though  similar, 
advances  beyond  the  Pauline,  occupying  an  intermediate 
position  between  the  Pauline  and  Johannine.  Both 
Paul  and  our  author  represent  Christ  as  pre-existent  and 
superhuman  ;  but  the  latter  gives  him  a  higher  rank  in 
that  he  is  an  effulgence  of  the  divine  glory  and  an 
express  image  of  the  divine  substance.     His  nature  is 

'  See  Eiehm's  Dcr  Lchrhcgriff  dcs  Ilcbrderbriefs,  p.  232,  ct  seq. 
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the  same  as  God's,  and  metaphysically  connected  with  it. 
Omnipotence  itself  is  ascribed  to  him  when  it  is  said 
that  he  upholds  all  thing-s  by  the  word  of  his  power  ; 
and  the  language  descriptive  of  Jehovah  (in  Psalm  cii.) 
is  directly  applied  to  him  as  though  he  were  the  eternal 
creator  of  the  universe.  Thus  Christ's  person  is  elevated 
into  a  cosmical  prmciple,  as  in  the  epistle  to  the  Colos- 
sians.  He  is  not  yet,  however,  the  Logos  of  John. 
But  he  is  a  higher  pre-existing  being  than  m  the  epistles 
of  Paul,  for  in  the  latter  he  is  still  a  heavenly  man^  the 
archetype  of  humanity  ;  whereas  in  the  former  he  is  a 
purely  divine  being  with  an  independent  existence. 
According  to  Paul,  he  ultimately  delivers  up  the  do- 
minion to  the  Father  ;  in  the  epistle  to  tlie  Hebrews  his 
dominion  is  everlasting.  The  view  of  Pfleiderer  is  highly 
probable,  that  the  christological  passage  in  i.  3  rests  upon 
the  description  of  sojjhia  or  ivisdom  in  the  Alexandrine 
book  of  Wisdom  (vii.  25-27)  ;  which  describes  it  as  the 
personified  power  of  the  Almighty.^ 

(y.)  Reconciliation  to  God  by  the  death  of  Christ  is 
differently  set  forth.  The  apostle  looks  upon  the  Son  as 
passive  rather  than  active  ;  his  sacrifice  as  a  vicarious 
one,  satisfying  the  justice  of  God  and  taking  away  the 
punishment  of  sin.  In  the  epistle,  Christ  is  an  active 
high  priest  offering  up  himself.  The  death  of  the  victim 
in  the  one  case  is  connected  with  the  removal  of  the 
divine  wrath  ;  in  the  other,  with  the  removal  of  the 
consciousness  of  guilt ;  for  by  the  offering  up  of  Christ 
once  for  all  the  conscience  is  punjicd,  discpiieting  fears 
cease,  and  tlie  Christian  enters  into  communion  with 
God.  The  Pauline  idea  of  the  death  is  an  expiatory 
sacrifice  ofiered  to  the  justice  of  God  manifested  in  the 
law  ;  that  of  the  epistle  is  a  sacrifice  of  jmj'ification.  In 
the  former,  the  immediate  effect  is  deliverance  from 
deserved  punishment  and  acceptance  as  righteous  because 
of  imi)uted  righteousness;  in  the  latter,  it  is  deliverance 

'  See  I'fleiderer'.s  ranliiiisnnis,  vol.  ii,  p.  01,  Euglish  translation. 
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from  a  guilty  conscience.  Thus  reconciliation  to  Gotl 
is  differently  apprehended  by  the  two  writers. 

The  epistle  does  not  connect  the  work  of  Christ  with 
his  death  on  the  cross,  but  with  his  appearance  in  the 
heavenly  sanctuary,  where  he  discharges  his  priestly 
duties,  interceding  with  the  Father  for  his  people.  The 
proper  efficacy  of  his  priesthood  does  not  begin  till  he  is 
perfected. 

(8.)  The  Pauline  contrast  of  faith  and  the  law  or  the 
icorks  of  the  law  is  foreign  to  our  epistle.  According  to 
the  apostle,  faith  is  the  inward  appropriation  of  Christ's 
righteousness,  a  righteousness  imputed  to  the  believer 
through  that  medium.  It  rests  on  Christ  as  its  object, 
especially  on  his  death  and  resurrection.  According  to  the 
epistle,  the  object  of  faith  is  the  invisible  world,  viewed 
both  as  a  reality  and  a  future  possession.  Hope  is  an 
element  of  faith,  not  a  consequence  of  it,  as  it  is  with  Paul, 
Christ,  instead *of  being  the  object  of  faith,  has  perfected 
it,  brought  it  into  full  manifestation  in  himself,  so  as  to 
be  the  guide  of  all  who  follow  his  steps.  He  is  the 
perfect  illustration  of  all  that  it  is  and  expresses  ;  the 
great  forerunner  in  the  road  of  faith.  The  Paulme  view 
is  that  faith  puts  the  Christian  mto  a  mystical  union 
with  Christ.  Believers  live,  die,  rise  with  him.  Christ 
is  in  them  and  they  in  Christ.  The  epistle  sets  forth 
Christ  for  us  not  in  us  ;  Christ  as  our  great  example, 
the  mediator  of  a  new  covenant,  who  having  passed 
through  sufferings  and  death  into  the  heavenly  sanctuary 
opened  up  full  communion  with  God.  He  is  the  great 
high  priest  who  is  able  to  save  unto  the  uttermost  all 
that  come  unto  God  by  him. 

The  righteousness  aceordimj  to  faith  (xi.7)  is  also  differ- 
ent from  the  Pauline  ri<jhteou'<ness  of  faith  (ep.  to  Romans 
ix.  30).  The  former  is  the  state  of  mind  which  faith 
produces,  that  is  righteousness  of  character.  It  is  the 
consequence  of  faith.  The  latter  is  a  thing  imputed  by 
God  to  the  sinner  and  received  by  faith,  in  other  words. 
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a  divine  gift.  The  one  represents  righteousness  as  a 
property  inherent  in  the  believer,  manifested  in  his 
actions  and  sufFermgs,  recognised  by  God  ;  the  other 
looks  upon  it  as  a  thing  which  God  bestows.  The 
epistle  ignores  the  legal  way  in  which  Paul  sets  forth 
justification.  Ideas  and  forms  of  expression  resulting 
from  the  judicial  standpoint  of  the  apostle  are  dropped; 
and  thoughts  according  with  an  Alexandrine  standpoint 
are  attached  to  his  language. 

(e.)  The  Pauline  idea  that  Christ  is  the  first  mem- 
ber of  a  renewed  humanity,  the  second  Adam,  is  not  in 
our  epistle.  On  the  other  hand,  he  is  called  by  the 
present  writer  '  the  apostle  and  high  priest  of  our  pro- 
fession,' epithets  unknown  to  Paul. 

(C.)  The  writer  is  silent  as  to  the  power  which  sin 
has  over  men  according  to  Paul,  making  it  impossible 
for  them  to  fulfil  the  law  ;  with  the  misery  and  con- 
demnation in  which  mankind  are  on  that  account.  He 
never  speaks  of  the  power  of  the  flesh  over  the  spirit, 
or  of  the  impossibility  of  perforpiing  works  that  justify; 
but  rather  proceeds  on  the  principle  of  the  freedom  of 
the  human  will,  and  the  divine  reward  of  good  conduct 
(xiii.  16  ;  vi.  10). 

(r).)  The  relation  of  the  work  of  redemption  to  the  devil 
is  absent  in  Paul's  teachmg.  In  our  epistle,  Christ  is 
said  to  have  overcome  him  that  had  the  power  of  death  ; 
in  other  words,  his  redeeming  efficacy  freed  men  from  one 
that  vdelded  the  power  of  bodily  death.  Death  is  the 
punishment  of  sin  ;  and  man  is  continually  subject  to 
the  fear  of  it.  It  is  Satan  who  has  the  power  of  carry- 
ing out  the  penalty  ;  and  Christ  in  overcoming  him 
freed  man  from  the  fear  of  death,  or  rather  from  the  fear 
of  the  judgment  that  follows  it.  Paul  views  the  death 
of  Christ  in  its  relation  to  the  punitive  justice  of  God  ; 
the  writer  of  the  epistle,  in  relation  to  the  devil  who  exe- 
cutes it.  Christ  and  the  devil  are  two  opposing  powers. 
When  the  latter  is  vanquished  by  the  death  of  the  for- 
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mer,  man  is  liberated  from  the  bondage  of  terror,  his 
guilty  conscience  is  purified  ;  in  a  word,  he  is  redeemed.^ 

Paul  does  not  represent  Christ  as  the  prince  of 
death,  but  the  god  of  this  world.  Sammael  had  simi- 
lar power  over  death,  according  to  the  later  Jews.^ 

{9.)  The  passage  v.  7-9  is  wholly  unlike  Paul's 
teaching.  When  and  where  were  these  prayers  uttered  ? 
They  cannot  be  explained  by  the  exclamation  on  the 
cross,  '  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken 
me  ? '  Nor  are  the  utterances  in  the  garden  of  Geth- 
semane  exactly  suitable,  because  '  the  strong  crying  and 
tears '  are  absent  from  the  gospel  record.  Were  the 
prayers  in  question  answered  ?  If  they  were,  as  the 
passage  implies,  his  death  is  contrary  to  that.  The 
answer,  however,  may  have  been  in  his  being  strength- 
ened for  the  endurance  of  suffering.  The  passage  is 
un-Pauline  throughout,  especially  the  statement  that 
though  he  was  a  son  he  learned  obedience  by  the  things 
he  suffered,  and  was  perfected. 

(t.)  In  vi.  2,  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection  is  put 
among  the  elementary  principles  of  the  gospel.  This  is 
opposed  to  Paul's  teaching  in  the  first  epistle  to  the 
Corinthians,  where  great  importance  is  attached  to  the 
doctrine.  In  vi.  4-6,  the  impossibility  of  restoring  such 
as  had  lapsed  after  they  had  been  baptized  is  a  Novatian 
tenet,  which  is  out  of  harmony  with  Paul's  general  belief. 

Notwithstanding  the  diversities  between  the  charac- 
teristic doctrines  of  Paul  and  the  writer  of  our  epistle, 
the  latter  was  a  Pauline  Christian,  who  had  imbibed 
the  liberalism  of  the  great  apostle  and  was  acquainted 
with  his  letters  ;  for  he  has  plain  reminiscences  of  them. 
Passages  corresponding  to  others  in  the  epistles  to  the 
Romans  and  Corinthians  present  themselves  to  the  eye  of 
the  reader.^     Deuteronomy  xxxii.  35  is  quoted  in  the 

'  See  Pfleiderer's  Paulinismus,  vol.  ii.  p.  78,  English  translation. 

^  See  Buxtorf's  Lexicon  Chald,  Talm.  Rahbin.  p.  1495, 

^  Comp.  xi.  12  with  Romans  iv.  18;  xii.  14  with  Romans  xii.  18,  xiv.  19; 
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form  which  it  has  in  tlie  epistle  to  the  Romans,  not  as  in 
the  Septuagint.  Yet  Paul  and  our  author  do  not  move 
entirely  within  the  same  circle  of  ideas.  The  latter 
develops  those  of  the  former  from  another  point  of 
view,  and  proceeds  in  an  independent  direction.  He 
represents  Alexandrine  Paulinism,  and  exhibits  great 
originality.  His  treatise,  pervaded  by  the  Philonian 
dualism  of  the  supersensuous  and  sensuous  worlds,  pre- 
sents the  idea  of  transcendence  not  imminence.  Hence 
the  contrast  between  archetype  and  type,  substance  and 
shadow,  the  future  and  the  present  world,  the  heavenly 
and  tbe  earthly,  the  unchangeable  and  the  transient,  the 
real  and  the  unreal  ;  between  Judaism  and  Christianity. 

It  is  instructive  to  compare  the  epistle  not  only  with 
Paul's  writings  but  with  the  fourth  gospel.  Though  it 
forms  an  intermediate  link,  its  Alexandrine  mould  brings 
it  nearer  the  latter. 

(//)  It  was  early  felt  that  the  phraseology  and  style 
of  the  epistle  are  different  from  Paul's.  Hence  Clement 
thought  that  the  work  was  translated.    For  the  same 

o 

reason  Origen  attributes  the  thoughts  to  Paul  ;  the 
dress  they  are  clothed  in,  to  another.  This  distinguished 
father,  who  was  no  mean  judge  of  Greek  as  may  be 
gathered  from  different  parts  of  his  writings,  believed 
that  the  Greek  of  the  epistle  is  better  than  Paul's,  ap- 
pealing to  every  judge  ;  and  his  opinion  has  been  ratified 
by  the  most  eminent  scholars. 

Stuart  collected  a  catalo2;uc  of  Hebraisms  to  show 
what  none  disputes,  that  the  language  of  the  epistle  is 
far  from  being  classical.  It  is  beside  the  mark  to  quote 
religious  terms  which  have  been  transferred  from  the 
Old  Testament  into  the  theological  language  of  every 
nation  as  well  as  into  the  Greek  tongue.  The  dissen- 
tients from  Origen' s   opinion    should   prove  that   the 

xiii.  1  with  Romans  xii.  10 ;  xiii.  2  with  Romans  xii.  13 ;  xiii.  20  with 
Romans  xv.  33 ;  v.  12  with  1  Cor.  iii.  2 ;  v.  14  with  1  Cor.  ii.  6.  See 
lioltzraann  in  Hilgonfeld's  Zeitschrift,  ix.  4,  etc. 
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autlior  of  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews  has  employed 
Hebraistic  expressions  as  symbols  of  ideas  for  which 
the  Greek  language  has  more  appropriate  words  of  its 
own.  When  this  shall  have  been  done  from  a  lexical 
point  of  view,  something  effective  will  be  accomplished ; 
till  then,  an  industrious  array  of  Hebraisms  is  useless. 
We  do  not  maintain  that  the  language  of  the  epistle  is 
free  from  Hebraisms,  but  that  the  diction  is  purer  tlian 
Paul's.  In  respect  to  purity,  it  stands  on  a  Jevel  with 
the  latter  half  of  the  Acts,  where  many  of  the  expres- 
sions quoted  by  Stuart  from  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews 
as  Hebraisms  are  also  found.  Tried  by  his  mode  of 
procedure,  any  of  Paul's  epistles  not  only  presents  as 
many  Hebraisms  as  that  addressed  to  the  Hebrews,  but 
would  exhibit  far  more  if  a  parallel  could  be  found 
among  them,  viz.  a  letter  addressed  solely  to  Jewish 
Christians  and  occupied  with  a  description  of  the  Jewish 
economy  in  relation  to  the  Christian  system.  The  sub- 
ject itself  might  induce  more  Hebraisms  than  any 
treated  by  Paul ;  yet  the  epistle  has  really  fewer. 

All  the  grammatical  Hebraisms  in  the  epistle  are 
these  :  the  genitive  of  a  substantive  along  with  another 
substantive,  in  place  of  an  adjective,  as  in  i.  3  ;  iv.  2  ; 
V.  13  ;  vi.  1  ;  and  the  undeclining  of  foreign  names, 
as  Aaron,  vii.  11  ;  ix.  4  ;  Cherubim,  ix.  5  ;  Jericho,  xi. 
30  ;  Jerusalem,  xii.  22. 

The  following  are  all  the  examples  of  a  lexical  kind 
which  occur  :  XaXew  applied  to  divine  disclosures,  i.  1  ; 
ii.  2  ;  ix.  19 — yeuo/iat  davdrov,  ii.  9 — cnrepfjia  for  j^os- 
terity,  ii.  16;  xi.  18 — aap^  koI  alfxa  for  coiyoreity,  ii.  14 
— 7rappr](TLa,  confidence,  iii.  6;  iv.  16;  x.  19,  35 — x°^piv 
evpCcTKeiv^  iv.  16 — o/AoXoy ta,  faith  professed,  iii.  1 — ev- 
XoyCa,  blessing,  vi.  7;  xii.  17 — to  6vop.a  Oeov,  a  peri- 
phrasis for  God  himself — oLKTLpfxoC,  x.  28 — iyKaivit^eiv 
ix.  18  ;  x.  20 — epyalea-dai  hiKaLoavvTqv,  xi.  33 — 6Xo6pevco, 
xi.  28 — ofMoXoyeLP  tlvl,  xiii.  15 — prjixa,  pro?nise,  vi.  5 — 

i^epxoiMai  e/c  rrjs  oa^vos,   vii.  5 — Ihuv  ddvaTov,   xi.   5 

VOL.  I.  p 
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ovx  -qvpicTKeTo,  xi.  5 — i^y)  Trpoo-TeOrjvai  avrots  \6yov,  xii. 
19 — nepiiraTeo)  iu,  xiii.  9 — KapTro<s  xetXeiwi/,  xiii.  15^ 
ivoiiTLov  Qeov,  xiii.  21 — kotttJ,  overthrow,  vii.  1 — Kapiros 

elprjvLKOS,  xii.  11. 

In  a  syntactical  respect,  we  have  the  Hebraising 
constructions  aTToarrivai  airo  instead  of  the  genitive, 
iii.  12 — \aXeiv  iu  for  Sta,  i.  1 — o/xw/xt  Kara  tlvo<;^  vi.  13 

KaTa-rraveiv  intrans.  with  ano,  iv.  10 ;  ehat  eU  rt,  viii. 

lO—lXda-Keadai  ra?  d/xa/3Ttas  instead  of  toi'  0e6v,  ii.  17. 

The  following  list  of  peculiarities  is  De  Wette's, 
revised  and  sifted. 

Different  formulas  introductory  to  quotations  :  Xeyet, 
fiapTvpei,  TO  TTvevfJLa  to  ayiov  or  0eos  ;  or  merely  Xeyet, 
€Lpr)Ke,  IxapTvpel,  4>r)(TL,  i.  5,  6,  etc.,  13;  iii.  7,  15;  iv.  3, 
4,  etc.,  7 ;  V.  5,  etc. ;  vi.  14  ;  vii.  14,  17,  21  ;  viii.  5,  8, 
13 ;  x.  5,  8,  9,  15,  etc.,  30  ;  xi.  18  ;  xii.  5,  20,  26. 
Paul  has  yeypaTTTav,  KaOcb?  yeypanTai,  rj  ypacjir)  Xeyet, 
eypdcjyr),  /caret  to  yeypaixp^ivov,  6  \6yo^  6  yeypafj.fMeuo<; ;  or 
Moiva-ri^;  ypd^ei,  Ja/31S  Xeyet,  6  v6p.o^  Xeyei  and  such 
like.  Only  Ephes.  iv.  8,  and  v.  14,  are  like  the  epistle 
to  the  Hebrews.  Rom.  xv.  10 ;  2  Cor.  vi.  2  ;  Gal.  iii. 
16,  are  somewhat  similar. 

The  characteristic  expression  applied  to  Christ  by 
Paul  is  6  Kvpto?  y}iJicov  'Ir](TOV<;  XpLcrTO^,  XptcrTos  'Irjcrov^ 
6  KvpLO^  r)iJLa)V,  'Irjaov^  XpicrTO?  6  Kvpio^  rjfxcov  ;  but  the 
epistle  to  the  Hebrews  has  only  the  single  appellations 
6  'Ir}o-ov<;,  6  Kvpios,  XpLcrTos — 'I^^crov?  Xptcrro?  three 
times,  and  6  KvpLo<;  -qjx^v  "Irjaod?  once.  The  compound 
appellations  are  characteristic  of  Paul ;  the  smgle  ones 
of  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews.  It  may  be  correct,  as 
Stuart  asserts,  that  those  compound  formulas  occur  but 
sixty-eight  times  in  all  the  Pauline  letters ;  but  even 
so,  we  naturally  expect  appellations  compounded  with 
KrlpLo^  oftener  than  they  appear  in  our  epistle.^  It  has  only 
one  such,  while  there  are  seventeen,  at  least,  in  the  epistle 
to  the  Romans.  Again,  Jems  occurs  seven  times  in  our 
epistle ;  whereas  in  that  to  the  Romans,  which  is  longer, 
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it  is  found  but  twice  ;  and  in  the  first  epistle  to  the 
Corinthians  once.  These  facts  tell  against  the  Pauline 
authorship.  Ajyostle  is  applied  to  Christ,  iii.  1 — fiLaOano- 
Soo-ta,  ii.  2  ;  x.  85  ;  xi.  26 — fJLLcrOos  in  Paul — opKcoiMoata, 
vii.  20,  21 — alixaTeK)(ycrLa,ix.  22 — olKovixevr]  fxeWovaa,  ii. 
5 — TOL  fxeXXovTa  dyaOd,  ix.  11;  x.  1 — ixero^ov  elvai,  ylve- 
aSai,  iii.  1,  14  ;  vi.  4  ;  xii.  8  ;  but  Paul  has  koivcovov,  avy- 
KOLvoivov  elvai,  KOLVouelf,  crvyKotvcovelv — iKaOicrev  ev  Se^ta 
Tov  dpovov  Trj<;  jxeyoKoorvprjS  iv  vxprj\ol<;^  i.  3 — iKaOicrev 
iu  Se^to.  TOV  Bpovov  Trj<;  fJieyaXcoa-vvrjs  iv  rots  ovpauo2<;, 
viii.  1 — iu  he^Ca  tov  Opovov  tov  0eou,  xii.  2  ;  eV  Se^ta 
TOV  0eoO,  X.  12  ;  in  Coloss.  ev  Se^ta  tov  Qeov  KaOrjpievo^. 
The  writer  of  our  epistle  uses  the  verb  KaOC^o)  intransi- 
tively ;  whereas,  with  a  similar  context,  Paul  uses  it 
transitively.  The  former  says,  Christ  sat  down  on  the 
right  hand  of  the  throne  of  the  majesty,  etc.  etc.; 
whereas  the  apostle  of  the  Gentiles  says,  '  God  the 
Father  seated  him  at  his  own  right  hand,'  etc.  rjyov- 
fievoL,  xiii.  7,  17,  24 — KaKov^eiaOai,  xi.  37  ;  xiii.  3 — 
(TvvKaKov^eiaOai,  xi.  25 — Opovov  Trj<s  iJL€yaX(jocrvvr]<;,  viii. 
1 — 6p6vo<i  Tr]<;  )(dpiTO<s,  iv.  16 — to  irvevpia  Trj<;  ^dpLTO<; 
evv/3piC,€t,v,  X.  29 — TOV  vlov  TOV  0eou  KaTawaTeiv,  x.  29. 
Nouns  femmine  in  ts  are  numerous,  as  d6eTr]a-L<i,  vii.  18  ; 
ix.  26 — jJieTd6eaL<s,  vii.  12  ;  xi.  5  ;  xii.  27 — /carctTr avert?, 
iii.  11,  18 ;  iv.  1,  3,  5,  10,  11,  etc.  etc. — reXetow,  ii.  10  ; 
V.  9;  vii.  19,  28;  ix.  9;  x.  1,  14;  xi.  40;  xii.  23— 
TeXetwcrt?,  vii.  11 — Xafx/Bdvav  used  in  a  peculiar  way 
with  the  accusative,  as  Trelpav,  dp)(r)v  kaii/Sdvetv,  xi.  29, 
36  ;  ii.  3.  It  is  irrelevant  to  heap  together  a  number  of 
accusatives  with  the  same  verb,  in  Paul's  writings,  as 
Stuart  has  done ;  because  in  such  instances  the  verb  is 
not  employed  m  the  same  manner.  Trpoaepy^eaOai  tS 
©eoj,  iv.  16  ;  vii.  25  ;  x.  1,  22  ;  xi.  6.  KpeiTTOiv  in  a 
peculiar  sense,  more  excellent,  i.  4 ;  vi.  9 ;  vii.  7,  19,  22; 
viii.  6  ;  ix.  23  ;  x.  34  ;  xi.  16,  35,  40.  One  doubtful 
example  of  the  adjective  with  the  same  meaning  in 
Paul's  thirteen  epistles  (1  Cor.  xii.  31)  leaves  the  fre- 

p2 
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quency  of  its  peculiar  usage  in  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews 
untouched,  et?  to  htr)veKk,  vii.  3  ;  x.  1,  12,  l^—^U  rh 
iravrekk,  vii.  25— StaTrai/rds,  ix.  G  ;  xiii.  15  ;  Iivvkj^  God, 
Uviwi  word,  lii'inf/  ivay,  iii.  12  ;  ix.  14  ;  x.  31  ;  xn.  22  ; 
iv.  12  ;  X.  20— eav7re/D,  iii.  C,  14  ;^vi.  3— the  frequently 
occurring  odev,  oaov,  roaovTo,  dSuvaTov—Trapa  after  the 
comparative,  i.  4  ;  ix.  23  ;  xi.  4  ;  xii.  24  ;  the  frequent 
use  of  Tras  in  the  smgular. 

The  opponents  of  the  Pauline  authorship  do  not  now 
insist  upon  the  number  of  words  which  are  only  found 
in  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews  ;  because,  though  there 
are  118  such,  there  are  230  in  the  first  epistle  to  the 
Corinthians.  The  argument  is  valid  only  within 
certain  limits.  Such  as  were  chosen  to  suit  the  rhetori- 
cal  character  of  the  epistle,  or  arose  out  of  the  author's 
characteristic  circle  of  ideas,  are  in  point. 

Every  reader  feels  that  the  style  is  unlike  1  aul  s. 
The  periods  are  regular  and  rounded  ;  the  rhythm 
oratorical  and  smooth.  The  structure  of  sentences  is 
more  exact  than  the  Pauline  ;  with  less  abruptness  and 
vio-our.  Full-toned  expressions,  words  of  a  poetical 
complexion,  are  abundant.  Instead  of  the  apostle's 
dialectic  method,  his  fiery  energy  and  impassioned 
style  we  have  the  stately  and  polished  eloquence  of  one 
who 'built  up  rhythmical  periods.  This  oratorical 
character  has  influenced  the  choice  of  smgle  words  and 
phrases  ;  though  it  is  not  seen  in  them  as  much  as  m  the 
conformation  and  succession  of  sentences.  In  the  case 
of  single  words,  it  appears  m  the  use  of  less  common  in 
preference  to  colloquial  ones  ;  whose  quality,  not  their 
number  gives  them  a  voice  against  the  Paulme  author- 
ship Thus  efulqmce  and  cqyress  image  (i.  3)  are 
employed,  instead  of  imagr.  of  God ;  and  such  full- 
toned  poetical  words  as  ^x^LcreanoSoa-Ca  for  /xto-6'09.  /xeya- 
Xoicrvv-q  (not  ixeyedo^),  6/)Kco/xoo-ia,  at/xar€KXV0-ta,  ttoXv- 
aepw<;  /cat  TToXvrpoTro^s,  k.t.X. 

Greek  particles  are  used  m  our  epistle  with  greater 
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copiousness  and  variety  than  in  any  of  Faiirs  of  equal 
length.  Thus  re  usually  followed  by  kol  occurs  nme- 
teen  times  ;  whereas  in  the  epistle  to  the  Romans,  con- 
taining three  chapters  more  than  ours,  it  appears  but 
thirteen  times  ;  and  in  first  Corinthians  only  four  times. 
It  is  remarkable  how  often  yap  is  used,  even  where 
other  conjunctions  might  have  been  more  appro j)riate. 
The  use  of  dXXct  before  a  negative  question  is  singular 
(iii.  16)  ;  no  example  of  it  occurring  in  the  epistle  to 
the  Romans.  So  too  the  employment  of  eha  in  the 
progress  of  an  argument  (xii.  9),  and  of  StJttou  (ii.  16). 

The  care  observable  in  the  conformation  of  sentences 
has  been  often  noticed.  The  author  studied  euphony 
and  rhetorical  effect.  This  is  exemplified  in  the  first 
three  verses  of  the  epistle,  where  there  is  the  music  of 
poetry,  with  its  stately  dignity  and  full-toned  utterance. 
Another  example  is  conspicuous  in  vii.  4,  where  the 
position  of  the  word  patriarch,  which  Paul  never  uses, 
gives  a  fine  effect  to  the  sentence.  Instances  may  also 
be  seen  in  xii.  1,  2  ;  vi.  4-6  ;  v.  7-10  ;  vii.  22  ;  ix. 
11,  12. 

WhUe  the  writer  of  our  epistle  abounds  in  participial 
constructions,  he  keeps  them  from  embarrassing  the 
simplicity  and  regularity  of  his  periods,  which  they 
often  do  in  Paul's  epistles. 

We  find  the  two  correspondent  clauses  (protasis  and 
apodosis)  of  a  sentence  which  contribute  to  the  roundmg 
of  periods.  Compare  ii.  2-4,  14,  15  ;  ix.  13,  14. 
There  are  no  anomalies  (anacolutha)  so  freqnent  in 
Paul.  Long  parentheses,  with  shorter  ones  thrown 
into  their  midst  as  the  impassioned  spirit  of  the  great 
apostle  hurries  forward  piling  clause  on  clause,  do  not 
turn  the  construction  aside  fi'om  the  method  of  its  com- 
mencement. The  sentences  are  not  marked  by  inter- 
ruptions, inversions,  involutions.  The  calmness  of  the 
writer  prevents  such  ruggedness.  Bleek  quotes  a 
striking  example  from  xii.  18-24,  where,  though  there 
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is  a  long  parenthesis  enclosing  a  shorter,  the  thread  of 
discourse  is  continued  without  departure  from  the  right 
construction.  Compare  also  vii.  20-22  ;  v.  7-10  ; 
xii.  1,  2.  The  only  apparent  exceptions  are  in  ii.  9  and 
iii.  15. 

What  is  the  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  style  ?  If 
the  tone  of  the  writer  be  elevated,  rhetorical,  polished, 
is  it  not  unlike  Paul's  ?  Let  it  be  admitted  that  the 
apostle's  style  varies  in  his  epistles  ;  the  dissimilarity 
here  observable  is  not  explained  by  that  ;  because  the 
diversity  which  appears  in  his  writings  is  compatible 
with  substantial  unity.  Let  it  also  be  admitted  that 
Paul's  relation  to  the  Palestmian  Christians  differed 
from  his  relation  to  other  believers,  because  he  was  not 
one  of  their  teachers.  Yet  he  did  not  found  the 
Koman  church  ;  and  the  style  of  the  epistle  addressed 
to  it  is  very  different  from  that  of  the  present.  The 
object  he  had  in  view  and  the  subject  discussed  will  not 
explain  the  elevated  tone  ;  these  did  not  need  a  loftier 
diction  than  the  subjects  of  some  Pauline  epistles.  The 
contents  of  the  letter  to  the  Romans  demanded  an 
equally  oratorical  style.  If  it  be  thought  that  because 
the  epistle  resembles  a  treatise  on  a  great  subject  it 
should  be  dignified,  calm,  and  solemn  ;  yet  Paul's  fire 
does  not  burst  forth  even  in  the  hortatory  part,  where 
no  trace  of  his  characteristic  manner  appears.  And  is 
it  not  strange  that  the  apostle  should  adopt  a  purer 
Greek  and  higher  style  of  writing  in  an  epistle  ad- 
dressed to  Jewish  Christians — to  readers  who  were  the 
worst  judges  of  good  Greek  ?  Had  they  been  culti- 
vated Gentiles,  an  elegant  tone  would  have  been  appro- 
priate ;  why  polish  the  diction  and  round  the  periods 
for  the  use  of  Jewish  believers  ?  We  are  therefore 
brought  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  apostle  Paul  did  not 
write  the  letter. 

A  few   expressions   almost   look   as   if  the   writer 
wished  to  personate  Paul.     In  xiii.    19  he  desires  his 
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readers  to  pray  that  lie  may  be  restored  to  tlieni  ;  and 
says  that  his  brotlier  Timothy  having  been  set  at  liberty, 
he  should  come  with  him  to  see  them  (ver.  23).  But 
they  are  too  small  to  justify  the  opmionthat  the  author 
puts  himself  in  Paul's  place.  The  main  doctrine  which 
runs  through  the  epistle,  the  priesthood  of  Christ,  puts 
I'auline  authorship  away. 

These  arguments  cannot  be  overthrown  by  attempts 
to  find  parallels  between  the  language  of  this  epistle  and 
of  those  written  by  the  apostle.  De  Groot  ^  adduces  a 
great  array  of  passages  in  our  epistle  and  tlie  Pauline 
writings,  where  the  same  or  synonymous  words  are 
employed  ;  or  where  the  shade  of  thought  is  peculiar 
and  homogeneous,  though  the  language  be  somewhat 
diiferent.  With  the  same  object,  Forster  has  given 
lists  of  words  in  the  Septuagint  or  apocrypha,  which 
occur  only  in  Paul's  epistles  and  that  to  the  Hebrews  ; 
of  words  not  in  the  Septuagint  or  apocrypha  found  only 
in  the  two  classes  of  writings  ;  and  of  words  occasion- 
ally occurring  elsewhere  in  the  New  Testament,  but 
peculiar  in  the  manner  or  frequency  of  their  occurrence 
to  the  epistles  compared.  Other  linguistic  parallels  are 
gathered  by  Stuart  and  Biesenthal.  Such  reasoning  is 
delusive,  because  some  similarity  of  ideas  and  diction  is 
not  denied.  That  similarity,  however,  is  weakened  by 
the  fact  that  the  mternal  relation  of  the  epistle  to  the 
Pauline  writings  is  scarcely  so  great  as  the  likeness 
betAveen  it  and  Peter's  first  epistle.  It  is  the  diversity 
amid  similarity  which  makes  a  different  writer  probable ; 
the  characteristic  conceptions  and  terminology  indicat- 
ing an  independent  author.  The  Christian  who  wrote 
our  epistle,  being  familiar  with  Paul's  writmgs,  must 
necessarily  present  some  agreement  with  the  apostle  ; 
as  a  distinct  person  living  in  another  intellectual  atmo- 
sphere, he  exhibits  features  not  Pauline — lines  of  thought 

^  Disputatio  qua  epistola  ad  Hebrceos  cum  Paulinis  epistolis  comparatur. 
182G,  8vo. 
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and  modes  of  expression  betraying  an  Alexandrian 
spiritualism. 

How  then  does  the  matter  stand  with  regard  to  the 
Pauline  authorship  ?  Is  ecclesiastical  tradition  on  the 
one  side  and  mternal  evidence  on  the  other  ?  Early 
tradition  is  divided  on  the  subject,  the  West  and  East 
disascreeino-.  Oriental  tradition  itself  is  not  unani- 
mous  before  the  fourth  century  ;  nor  did  the  Western 
unite  in  a  Pauline  authorship  before  the  fifth.  Internal 
evidence,  combined  with  the  early  Western  scepticism, 
outweighs  the  tradition  of  the  Eastern  church.  If  it  be 
said  that  the  very  difficulties  of  style,  phraseology,  etc., 
presented  by  the  epistle  increase  the  force  of  the  external 
testimony,  since  nothing  but  a  thoroughly  authentic 
tradition  could  have  maintained  itself  against  these  diffi- 
culties, we  reply,  that  the  difficulties  changed  the  tra- 
dition by  compelling  the  writers  who  followed  it  to  resort 
to  an  indirect  Pauline  authorship.  So  far  from  enhancing, 
they  weaken  the  strength  of  the  external  evidence  by  the 
hypothesis  that  the  thoughts  are  Paul's,  the  composition 
and  lan":ua2:e  another's. 

The  Pauline  authorship  has  been  given  up  by  every 
scholar  except  Hofmann,  whose  conjectures  about  Paul 
being  fi*eed  from  his  Roman  captivity  and  going  to 
Brundusium,  whence  he  sent  the  letter  to  Antioch, 
will  not  be  accepted.  Another  writer  must  be  sought ; 
and  here  the  sagacity  of  Luther  in  ascribing  the  author- 
ship to  Apollos  strikes  every  reader. 

This  view,  v^^hich  accounts  both  for  the  similarity 
and  dissimilarity  of  the  doctrine  to  Paul's,  harmonises 
nil  the  phenomena  of  the  epistle.  Though  Apollos  was 
a  friend  of  the  apostle,  he  occupied  so  independent  a 
position  as  to  be  made  the  head  of  a  part}^  in  the  Corin- 
tluan  church.  The  allegorising  character  of  the  epistle, 
its  typification  of  the  Old  Testament,  its  familiarity 
with  the  Septuagint,  its  accord  with  Alexandrian  philo- 
sophy, suit  Apollos,    We  see  that  tlie  author's  acquain- 
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tancc  with  the  Old  Testament  was  derived  entirely  from 
the  Greek  version,  that  he  knew  little  of  the  Hebrew 
text,  and  that  there  is  a  great  resemblance  between  his 
work  and  Philo's  writings  in  reasoning,  ideas,  phrases 
and  words.  As  ApoUos  was  an  Alexandrian  Jew,  an 
eloquent  man  and  mighty  in  the  Scriptures,  he  might 
well  write  the  epistle.  In  any  case,  no  Palestinian 
was  so  imperfectly  acquainted  with  the  arrangement 
of  the  temple  ;  none  viewed  the  Old  Testament  insti- 
tutions as  shadowy  emblems  of  Christianity ;  disre- 
garding the  letter  for  the  spirit,  or  rather  extracting 
a  hidden  sense  which  set  aside  the  original  and  his- 
torical one.  This  Philonian  method  argues  a  style  of 
thought  moulded  by  Jewish -Alexandrian  philosophy  in 
the  first  century  of  our  era.  The  writer  either  read 
Philo,  or  was  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  his  teaching. 
The  probability  that  Apollos  wrote  the  epistle  is  not 
weakened  by  Delitzsch's  assertion  of  the  near  relation- 
ship which  Paul's  acknowledged  letters  bear  to  Philo's 
Alexandrianism  ;  ^  because  that  relationship  is  distant 
in  comparison  with  ours.  Neither  is  it  set  aside  by  the 
fact  that  Clement  of  Rome,  writing  to  the  Corinthians 
and  usmg  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  does  not  designate 
the  latter  as  the  production  of  their  former  teacher 
Apollos  ;  or  by  the  silence  of  the  ancient  church  with 
respect  to  the  Apollos-hypothesis.^  External  evidence 
on  this  point  cannot  avail  agamst  internal  grounds.  If 
it  did,  we  should  believe  that  the  apostle  Paul  was  the 
writer,  either  directly  in  his  own  person,  or  through  the 
medium  of  another  ;  a  hypothesis  which  all  good  critics 
reject. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  show  how  much  of  Philo's 
peculiar  style  and  sentiment  was  owing  to  his  Jewish,  and 
how  much  to  his  Alexandrian,  habits  of  thought.  The 
advocates  of  the  epistle's  Alexandrian  authorship  should 

*   Conimentar  zum  Briefe  an  die  Heh-der,  Einleit.  pp.  xxvi.  xxvii. 
'  Wieseler's  Eine  Uiitersuchung,  u.  ".  w.,  p.  69. 
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not  be  asked  to  do  an  impossible  thing.  It  is  sufficient 
for  them  to  make  it  as  probable  as  the  nature  of  the  case 
allows,  that  a  Cliristian  Jew  of  Alexandria  was  the 
author.  We  do  not  say  that  a  Jew  who  had  never  left 
Palestine  could  not  have  written  the  epistle  ;  but  we 
affirm  that  all  evidence  is  clearly  agamst  that  hypothesis, 
and  in  favour  of  an  Alexandrian  Jewish  Christian.  No 
Palestinian  could  be  so  ignorant  as  to  say  that  the  high 
priest  went  daily  into  the  temple  to  offer  sacrifice  (vii. 
27),  or  that  he  stood  daily  ministering  (x.  11)  ;^  whereas 
Philo  speaks  of  the  high  priest's  daily  ministrations.^ 

It  is  admitted  that  the  typical  mode  of  interpreta- 
tion was  not  peculiar  to  Alexandrian  Jews.  Those  of 
Palestine  used  it ;  not,  however,  to  the  same  extent  or 
in  the  same  manner.  If  a  distinction  were  made  between 
typical  interpretation  and  allegorising,  the  former  is 
more  applicable  to  the  Palestinian  Jews  ;  the  latter  to 
Philo.  Let  it  be  allowed  that  Philo's  allegories  have  to 
a  great  extent  a  different  character  from  the  typification 
of  our  epistle,  though  this  assertion  of  Mynster's  is 
questionable  ;  the  method  of  the  latter,  the  point  of  view 
from  which  its  author  surveys  the  old  Testament,  and 
the  extent  to  which  he  allegorises  the  Jewish  economy, 
resemble  Philo  more  than  a  Palestinian.  It  is  unreason- 
able to  look  for  an  exact  parallel  between  Philo's  doc- 
trine and  that  of  our  author,  because  the  one  was  a  Jew 
and  the  other  a  Christian.  Mynster's  statement  too, 
approved  though  it  be  by  Tholuck,  that  the  spirit  of 
Philo  is  as  distant  from  the  epistle's  as  heaven  is  from 
earth,  is  an  exaggerated  one.^  Whatever  limitations 
there  be  to  the  resemblance  between  the  school  of  Philo 
and  our  author,  no  critic  will  deny  that  the  likeness 

^  The  various  reading  Upevs  in  tlie  latter  passage  obviates  tlie  objection 
as  far  as  it  is  founded  on  x.  11. 

^  fvX»s  8e  Koi  dvaias  reXcJv  Ka6'  iKaarrju  i]fifpav. — De  speciall.  legg,  vol.  ii. 
p.  321,  ed,  Mangey. 

^  Ueber  den  Vcrfasscr  des  Ilchrdcrhriefs.  Studien  und  Kritiken  for  1820, 
p.  836. 
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exists  to  an  extent  which  Palestinian  Judaism  does  not 
admit  of.  It  is  therefore  unavaihng  on  the  part  of 
Tholuck  to  quote  Olshausen  and  Doepke  for  Palestinian 
exegesis,  or  Yon  Coelln  and  Mynster  about  Philo,in  order 
to  break  the  force  of  the  similarity  between  the  method 
of  the  Alexandrian  Jews  as  exemplified  by  Philo  and 
that  of  the  Palestinians.  Though  the  line  of  demarcation 
between  Palestinian  and  Alexandrian  Judaism  was  not  so 
sharply  marked  then  as  it  afterwards  was  between  the 
latter  and  Rabbinism,  both  were  distinguished  by  indi- 
vidual features,  indicating  the  presence  or  absence  of  a 
free  breath  proceeding  from  the  Platonic  philosophy.  It 
is  to  be  regretted  that  Frankel  has  thrown  no  light  upon 
the  subject  m  his  two  books  on  the  Septuagint,  though 
the  title  of  one  leads  the  reader  to  expect  it.^ 

The  question  whether  the  writer  used  Philo' s  writ- 
ings must  be  answered  in  the  affirmative.  Bleek  has 
selected  from  Schulz  and  others  twenty-two  passages, 
which  resemble  parts  of  the  epistle,  in  idea  or  expression, 
or  in  both  ;  and  it  is  not  easy  to  resist  the  impression 
that  the  correspondence  is  more  than  accidental.  A 
perusal  of  them  makes  it  probable  that  the  author  of 
our  epistle  had  read  Philo.  Like  the  Alexandrian 
writer,  he  attaches  symbolical  notions  and  religious 
reflections  to  Old  Testament  expressions,  and  weaves 
special  explanations  of  single  points  into  the  course  of 
the  general  argument,  so  that  the  constructive  character 
of  the  epistle  bears  a  great  resemblance  to  Philo's  writ- 
ings. The  constant  habit  of  appendmg  ideas  to  history, 
the  alternation  of  reflections  of  different  kinds,  the  per- 
petual returning  from  digressions  into  subordinate  points 
to  the  general  sequence  of  ideas,  agrees  with  the  manner 
of  the  Alexandrian  Jew. 

The  same  idea  is  expressed  with  regard  to  the  same 
promise  made  to  Abraham,  in  vi.  13  and  Philo^  viz. 

^    Vorstndien  zu  cler  Septuaginta,   1841  ;    Ueher  den  Einjluss  der  palds-^ 
tinischen  Excycse  auf  die  alcxandrinische  Hermeneuiik,  1851. 
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that  God  did  not  swear  by  another  but  by  Himself.^ 
King  of  Saleni  is  interpreted  '  King  of  Peace/  as  in 
vii.  1,  etc.  ;^  while  the  rare  word  rendered  'without 
motlier '  (vii.  3),  is  in  Philo.^ 

The  statement,  '  Moses  was  faithful  in  all  his  house  ' 
(iii.  5),  occurs  in  Philo,*  in  the  very  same  words  ;  and 
the  term  translated  '  brightness  '  or  '  effulgence  '  ^  is 
a  frequent  Philonian  one.  So  also  the  Alexandrian 
writer  often  speaks  of  the  word  of  God  having  a  cutting 
and  dividing  power,"  similarly  to  iv.  12. 

The  peculiar  expression,  '  high  priest  of  our  pro- 
fession,' is  Philonian  ;  ^  and  '  the  Father  of  spirits ' 
(xii.  9)  refers  to  Philo's  view  of  the  soul's  origin.  The 
narrative  respecting  Moses  refusing  to  be  called  the  son 
of  Pharaoh's  daughter,  and  preferring  the  reproaches 
attaching  to  his  people  to  the  splendour  of  a  court 
(xi.  24-26),  is  like  Philo.^  Philonian  passages,  i.e. 
such  as  are  conceived  and  expressed  similarly  to  Philo, 
are  :  iv.  13  ;  v.  8,  13,  14  ;  vi.  13,  etc.  ;  vii.  7-26  ; 
ix.  7  ;  X.  22,  23-29  ;  xi.  1,  9-16,  as  may  be  seen 
in  Carpzov's  '  Sacred  Exercitations '  on  the  epistle. 
The  quotation  in  xiii.  5  is  Philonian  ;  ^  xi.  4  and  xiii. 
2  agree  with  passages  in  his  writing.  Indeed,  the 
1  Itli  chapter  is  contained  in  Philo,  often  in  the  same 
words. ^*^ 

Against  Apollos  the  fact  has  been  adduced  that 
no  trace  of  his  authorship  occurs  in  the  early 
Alexandrian  church.  But  if  we  cannot  go  further 
back  than  l^antasnus,  the  tradition  of  the  Apollos 
authorship  may  have  disappeared  between  a.d.  G6  and 

^  Leff.  Allecjor.  vol.  i.  p.  127,  ed.  Mangey,  ^  Ibid.  p.  102. 

'  De  Ebrietate,  vol.  i.  p,  368.  *  Leg.  Allegor.  pp.  128,  132, 

*  aTravyaana. 

*  Quis  rerutn  divinarum  heeres,  vol.  i.  pp.  491,  492,  504,  506. 

^  De  Sumniis,  vol.  i.  p.  654.   Mangey,  however,  thinks  the  reading  corrupt. 

*  De  Vita  Mosis,  vol.  ii.  p.  84. 

^  De  Confimone  Linguaru-m,  vol.  i,  p.  430. 
'°  liilgenfeld's  Eirdeitung,  p.  384. 


TIIE   EPISTLE   TO   THE   IIEBRl^WS.  221 

180.  And  tlie  production  may  liavc  been  so  eagerly 
welcomed  by  the  Alexandrian  Christians  that  an  apo- 
stolic source  was  found  for  it,  the  name  of  the  obscure 
author  being  dropped.  Its  high  value  in  the  eyes  of 
the  Alexandrians,  owing  to  its  allegorising  character, 
may  have  led  them  to  the  well-known  name  of  Paul. 
The  Pauline  advocates  are  exposed  to  a  stronger  objec- 
tion. Why  did  the  early  Roman  church  uniformly 
reject  the  Pauline  authorship  ?  If  the  apostle  wrote  it 
towards  the  end  of  his  captivity,  the  Christians  at  Rome 
must  have  known  it.  And  if  it  were  addressed  from 
some  other  place  to  the  Jewish  Christians  there,  is  it 
likely  that  no  trace  of  the  tradition  would  have  existed 
early  in  the  second  century  ?  How  is  it  that  the  entire 
western  Church  disallowed  Paul's  authorship  ? 

It  is  also  alleged  against  Apollos,  that  there  is  no 
trace  of  his  name  in  connection  with  the  epistle  in 
ecclesiastical  tradition.  Clement,  Barnabas,  Luke  are 
mentioned,  not  Apollos.  This  is  a  difficulty  which 
cannot  be  solved  for  want  of  information.  It  ma}^  help, 
perhaps,  to  an  explanation  of  it,  that  when  the  catholic 
Christians  of  the  second  century  wished  to  form  a  list 
of  the  sacred  books,  and  to  get  names  for  the  anony- 
mous ones,  they  would  take  those  best  known.  Clement 
was  a  conspicuous  man  in  the  Roman  church,  the  re- 
puted author  of  an  epistle  ;  Barnabas  was  Paul's  com- 
panion and  an  apostle  ;  Luke  was  an  evangelist  and 
associate  of  Paul.  Apollos's  name  was  not  so  conspi- 
cuous as  any  of  these  ;  nor  was  he  intimately  associated 
with  Paul.  He  would  therefore  be  passed  over,  while 
they  were  adopted  by  the  early  canon  collectors. 

TIME    AND    PLACE    OF    WKITING. 

It  is  probable  that  the  epistle  was  composed  before 
the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  because  temple- w^orship  is 
supposed  to  exist  at  the  time.     '  Every  high  priest  is 
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ordained  to  offer  gifts  and  sacrifices There  are 

priests  that  offer  gifts  according  to  the  law  '  (viii.  3,  4). 
'  The  priests  go  always  into  the  first  tabernacle,  accom- 
plishing the  service  of  God  ;  but  into  the  second  the  high 
priest  goes  alone  once  every  year,  not  without  blood'  (ix. 
6,  7).  The  whole  passage  (ix.6-10)  speaks  of  something 
still  existing.  '  As  the  high  priest  entereth  into  the  holy 
place  every  year,'  etc.  (ix.  25).  '  For  the  bodies  of  those 
beasts,  whose  blood  is  brought  into  the  sanctuary  by  the 
high  priest  for  sin,  are  burned  without  the  camp.  Where- 
fore Jesus  also,  that  he  might  sanctify  the  people  mth 
his  own  blood,  suffered  without  the  gate.  Let  us  go 
forth,  therefore,  unto  him  without  the  camp,  bearing  his 
reproach'  (xiii.  11-13).  'That  which  decayeth  and 
waxeth  old  is  ready  to  vanish  away'  (viii.  13).  These 
statements  agree  best  with  the  opinion  that  Jewish 
worship  had  not  been  abolished  at  its  centre.  From 
xiii.  23,  24,  it  appears  that  Timothy  was  no  longer 
Paul's  companion  ;  so  that  the  notice  of  the  apostle's 
imprisonment  alludes  to  a  period  after  his  death,  i.e. 
after  a.d.  64.  The  Jewish  insurrection  against  the 
Romans  broke  out  in  Judea  and  Alexandria  a.d.  QQ  ; 
and  there  is  no  specific  mention  of  it  in  the  epistle. 
Yet  the  agitations  and  ferments  that  ushered  in  the 
Jewish  war  had  begun,  since  signs  of  Christ's  second 
coming  were  visible  (x.  25)  ;  and  the  readers  were  ex- 
posed to  trials  which  exercised  their  patience  (xii.  4,  5; 
xiii.  13).  In  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  we  con- 
clude that  the  letter  was  probably  written  a.d.  QQ.  As 
to  the  place,  the  closing  verses  are  inconsistent  with  the 
supposition  that  Paul  wrote  it  at  the  end  of  his  Roman 
captivity,  for  xiii.  19  does  not  imply  that  he  was  de- 
prived of  liberty  and  hoped  to  be  speedily  restored  to  it ; 
nor  do  the  words  of  xiii.  23  intimate  that  Timothy  was 
his  fellow-prisoner.  On  the  contrary,  the  writer  was  not 
in  Italy,  as  we  see  from  xiii.  24.  '  They  of  Italy  salute 
you '  is  a  phrase  implying  that  the  writer  was  not  in 
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that  country  Had  he  and  the  persons  saluted  been 
there,  he  would  have  said,  '  they  in  Italy,'  aecording  to 
«ie  analogy  of  1  Peter  v.  13.  Perhaps  Italian  Cln-istians, 
who  had  fled  from  their  country  on  the  breakmg  out  of 
Nero  s  persecution  and  taken  refuge  in  the  locality  of 
the  author,  are  mdicated  by  the  expression.     The  place 

S'"'-!-  ''  °"^""'*'^'^  '^'■"  P'-o'^'ibly  Alexandria.  The 
&nartic  MS  with  C.  has  only  the  sub.scription,  'to  the 
Hebrews;   but  A.  adds  '  from  Rome,'  and  K. '  fromltaly.' 

THE    PERSONS    TO    WHOM   IT    WAS    ADDRESSED. 

A  satisfactory  conclusion  respecting  the  readers  for 
whom  the  work  was  originally  designed  cannot  be 
reached.  The  title,  'to  the  Hebrews,' which  did  not 
n  d  T  Ar«r'     ''  ?*'"''  "'""Sh  it  is  found  in  the 

f^TJ  \"'A^-  ^^  ^■'  ^°''  "<^*  -"tribute  to 
the  settlement  of  the  question,  because  the  New  Testa- 
ment use  of  Hebrew  '  is  simply  an  Israelite  by  nation 
and  re  igion,  a  descendant  of  Abraham  ;  as  Phil,  iii   5 

T!  \  ^'"■-  '^;-  ?F',  ""f  ^*-  The  attempt  to  restrict  it  to 
the  Jews  of  Palestine,  as  distinguished  from  those 
dwelling  m  other  countries,  is  more  plausible  than 
sa  isactory.  Our  choice  lies  between  two  opinions, 
Mz.  that  Jewish  Christians  in  Palestine,  especially  at 
Jerusalem,  were  addressed  ;  or  Jewish  Christians  at 
Alexandria.  The  former  has  always  been  the  prevaffing 
view  and  is  supported  by  various  arguments,  the 
strongest  of  which  are  these:—  ' 

1.  The  letter  was  written  to  Jewish  Christians  ex- 
clusively. No  reference  occurs  to  other  converts,  a  fact 
pointing  to  Palestme,  in  which  alone  the  church  eon- 
sisted  ot  Jewish  believers. 

The  fact  that  the  congregations  m  Palestme  were 
unmixed  with  Gentile  converts  is  liable  to  doubt  as 
Acts  X.  44,  45  ;  xi  1,  etc.  ;  xv.  7,  etc.,  show.  Besides, 
It  IS  not  correct  that  the  readers  are  assumed  to  be 
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Jewish  Christians  exclusively,  though  they  were  not 
Gentile  converts  of  a  Judaising  type,  as  Schiirer  argues.^ 

2.  Chap.  xiii.  ver.  12,  states  that  Jesus  suffered 
'without  the  gate,'  which  supposes  the  readers'  famili- 
arity with  Jerusalem. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  live  m  Jerusalem  to  know 
that  fact. 

3.  Those  addressed  had  been  exposed  to  reproach 
and  persecution  (x.  32-34),  showing  that  the  author 
was  thinking  of  the  early  time  of  the  Christian  church 
at  Jerusalem,  and  especially  the  persecutions  preceding 
and  following  Stephen's  martyrdom. 

As  the  readers  of  the  epistle  must  have  been  a  second 
generation  of  Palestmian  Christians  and  had  not  yet 
resisted  unto  blood,  we  cannot  see  with  what  propriety 
the  writer  could  have  alluded  to  persecutions  which 
they  did  not  themselves  endure. 

On  the  other  hand,  serious  difficulties  lie  in  the  way 
of  this  view. 

1.  The  epistle  was  written  in  Grreek  not  Aramsean. 
The  latter  would  have  been  more  suitable  to  Jewish 
Christians  in  Jerusalem,  being  the  medium  of  religious 
intercourse.  The  work  is  even  composed  in  a  more 
polished  Greek,  which  would  make  it  less  appreciated 
by  the  mass  of  the  church  there.  Besides,  the  author's 
knowledge  of  the  Old  Scriptures  rests  so  exclusively 
upon  the  Septuagmt,  that  he  reasons  on  that  basis 
where  it  departs  entirely  from  the  Hebrew,  which  he 
would  hardly  have  ventured  to  do  had  he  been  writing 
to  Palestinians. 

2.  The  writer  reproaches  his  readers  with  ignorance 
of  Christianity,  considering  the  time  that  had  elapsed 
since  they  became  acquainted  with  it.  This  is  unsuit- 
able to  a  church,  from  which  all  the  teachers  of  Chris- 
tianity originally  proceeded  ;  and  is  particularly  out  of 
place  in  the  mouth  of  one   who   was  not  himself  an 

*  Studicn  und  Kritiken  for  1876,  p.  776, 
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immediate  disciple  of  Christ  (ii.  3).  A  church  which 
had  men  like  James  at  its  head,  from  which  Silas  and 
Mark  proceeded,  could  not  have  been  so  weak  in  faith 
or  lukewarm,  as  to  be  in  danger  of  falling  back  into 
Judaism,  between  a.d.  60  and  70. 

3.  The  epistle  speaks  of  a  strong  leaning,  on  the  part 
of  the  readers,   to  the  temple  worship.     They  had   a 
great  desire  to  return  to  the  Jewish  hierarchy  and  the 
institutions  connected  with  it.     This  is  inapplicable  to 
the  Christian  church  at  Jerusalem,  in  which,  jud^ano. 
from  Acts  ii.  46  ;  v.  42  ;  xxi.  20-26,  the  native  Jews 
adhered  to    the    temple  worship  from   the   beginning. 
How  could  they  be  warned  against  apostasy  from  what 
they  were  attached  to  ?     The  '  strange  doctrines '   of 
xiii.    9    refer  to  Mosaic  institutions;    how   could   the 
Jewish  worship  be  strange  to  the  Christians  at  Jeru- 
salem, who  were  not  afraid  of  reproaches  because  they 
maintained  an  old  custom  sanctioned  by  the  example  of 
the  apostles  themselves  ?     It  is  clear  from  Acts  xxi.  20, 
that  the  fanatical  Jewish  Christians  at  Jerusalem,   as 
well  as  those  out  of  Palestine,  insisted  upon  circumcision 
and  the  observance  of  the  old  customs. 

4.  The  Christians  in  Judea  were  poor,  and  had  re- 
ceived contributions  from  churches  abroad.  This  does 
not  harmonise  with  the  contents  of  the  epistle,  which 
warn  the  readers  against  covetousness  (xiii.  5)  'recom- 
mend liberality  (xiii.  1,  2,  16),  and  praise  them  for 
beneficence  (vi.  10).  According  to  Wieseler.  the  last 
passage  even  affords  a  presumption  of  these  very  Chris- 
tians having  contributed  to  the  collections  made  for  the 
poor  saints  in  Jerusalem.  And  he  is  right;  for  the 
saints  is  a  standing  appellation  of  the  Jerusalem  Chris- 
tians.    Those  who  were  called  first  by  Christ  and  his 

apostles — the  earliest  recipients  of  the  divme  word 

are  so  styled  by  way  of  eminence. 

5.  Considering  the  separation  that  took  place  between 
Paul  and  the  Christians  at  Jerusalem,  it  is  difficult  to 

VOL.  I.  Q 
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understand  how  one  standing  in  near  relationship  to 
Paul,  and  entertaining  the  same  views  as  he  did  about 
the  obligation  of  the  law,  could  have  been  so  closely 
allied  to  the  church  as  xiii.  18,  19,  implies,  or  sent  to 
them  greetings  from  the  Italians,  who  were  unknown 
to  the  Jerusalemite  believers. 

These  arguments  are  decisive  against  the  hypothesis 
that  the  epistle  was  written  to  the  Jewish  Christians  in 
Palestine,  especially  those  at  Jerusalem  ;  and  Langen  ^ 
has  done  little  to  weaken  them. 

What  then  can  be  said  in  favour  of  Alexandria  ? 
Much  more  than  for  Palestine.     But  it  is  not  certain 
that  readers  in  Egypt  were  addressed.     Many  consider- 
ations indeed  seem  to  countenance  that  view  ;  yet  they 
do  not  carry  strong  conviction   to   the    mind.     It   is 
favoural^le   to  an    Alexandrian  circle  of  readers,  that 
Greek  was  the  language  used  in  the  synagogues  there  ; 
that  the  writer  employs  the  Septuagint  in  its  Alexan- 
drian recension  ;  and  that  he  even  brings  out  of  the 
Old  Testament  something  not  in  it,  but  only  in  the 
Greek  (xi.  21-28).     The  version  had  so  great  authority 
there,  tliat  the  author  could  base  his   reasoning  upon 
it   notwithstanding   incorrectnesses,  and   allegorise   to 
readers  accustomed  to  such  interpretation.     There  is 
also  a  passage  which  is  taken  from  the  second  book  of 
the  Maccabees  (Hebrews  xi.  35-37)  ;  a  fact  favourmg 
Alexandria,  for  that  book  was  written  in  Egypt.     In- 
deed the  best  commentary  on  xi.  32-34  is  the  fate  of 
the  Jews  at  Alexandria  under  Caligula,  described  by 
l^liilo   in   his  work   against  Flaccus — persecutions  re- 
peated in  the  year  40,  according  to  the  same  author.'^ 
Such  scenes  must  have  affected  the  Jewish  Christians 
there  in  some  degree.     '  They  had  not  yet  resisted  unto 
blood,'  as  the  writer  states.^     The  complexion  of  the 

1  Theoloy.  QuartaUchrift  for  1863. 

2  De  lef/atione  nd  Caium,  iu  vol.  ii.  of  Mangey's  ed, 

^  See  kiistliu  on  the  Epistle,  iu  the  Tuhinyen  Jahrbiicher  for  1864,  p. 
305,  et  seq. 
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epistle  would  procure  for  it  a  ready  acceptance  among 
the  Jewish  Christians  there.  These  considerations, 
however,  apply  to  the  personality  of  the  writer  as  well 
as  the  locality  of  the  readers. 

The  chief  argument  relied  uj^on  in  favour  of  Alex- 
andrian readers  is  the  description  of  the  temple  in  vii. 
27  ;  ix.  1-5  ;  x.  11,  which  does  not  suit  the  structure 
in  Jerusalem,  but  is  said  to  agree  with  that  in  Leonto- 
polis.  Thus  in  vii.  27,  the  high  priest  is  represented  as 
iJaily  offering  up  sacrifice — first,  for  his  own  sins,  and 
then  for  the  people's  ;  and  in  Philo  the  same  official  is 
said  to  offer  prayers  and  sacrifices  every  day.  But  this 
writer  does  not  assert  that  the  high  priest  did  so  in  the 
temple  at  Leontopolis,  or  in  the  most  holy  place  of  it. 
It  is  therefore  impossible  to  show  that  the  altar  of  in- 
cense stood  in  the  holy  of  holies  in  the  Egyptian  temple, 
on  which  the  priest  offered  daily.  The  deviations  of  the 
epistle  to  the  Hebrews  from  the  arrangements  of  the 
temple  at  Jerusalem  cannot  be  identified  with  the  usages 
of  that  at  Leontopolis.  If  it  could  be  shown  that  the 
altar  of  incense  stood  there  in  the  most  holy  place,  and 
that  the  high  priest  presented  a  siii  offering  on  it  daily, 
the  matter  wolild  be  clearer  ;  but  Philo  does  not  help 
us  to  this.  That  the  temple  of  Onias,  though  built 
after  the  model  of  that  in  Jerusalem,  differed  from  it  in 
various  respects,  may  be  inferred  from  the  Talmud  and 
Josephus  ;  but  that  the  divergence  of  the  copy  from 
the  original  explains  why  the  holy  of  holies,  which  was 
empty  at  Jerusalem,  is  said  to  have  contained  the  ark, 
with  the  pot  of  manna,  Aaron's  rod,  and  the  tables  of 
stone^ — the  pot  of  manna  and  the  rod  being  in  the  ark, 
not  before  it,  and  the  altar  of  incense  also  being  in  the 
most  holy  place,  not  before  it  (ix.  4,  5) — cannot  be  sus- 
tained. AU  that  can  be  said  in  explanation  is,  that  the 
writer,  instead  of  having  solely  in  his  mind  the  sin 
offering  of  the  high  priest  on  the  great  day  of  atonement, 
mixed  up  with  it  the  daily  sacrifices   of  the  Levitical 

q2 
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priests,  which  might  be  done  the  more  readily  because 
the  Mishna  states  that  the  high  priest  could  do  it  as 
often  as  he  pleased  ;  and  Josephus,  that  he  joined  the 
ordinary  priests  in  their  work  of  sacrifice,  on  many 
occasions.  Wieseler's  arguments  connecting  vii.  27  ; 
ix.  1-5  ;  X.  11,  with  the  temple  in  Egypt,  fail  to  carry 
conviction.  The  author's  reasoning  is  not  founded  on 
the  temple  of  Jerusalem,  or  that  of  Onias  in  Egypt,  but 
on  the  orisfinal  Mosaic  institutions,  which  he  holds  to  be 
imperfect  shadows  of  things  to  come.  He  takes  the 
tahernade,  which  suited  his  purpose  better  than  the 
temple,  because  it  was  an  easier  instrument  for  carrying 
out  his  allegorising  details  respecting  the  relation 
between  the  high  priests  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
ments. '  Christ  entered  through  the  greater  and  more 
perfect  tabernacle  into  the  holy  place.'  ^  What  recom- 
mends the  view  of  the  readers  being  Alexandrian  as 
well  as  the  author,  is  the  imj^robability  of  ApoUos  ad- 
dressing such  an  epistle  to  Jewish  Christians  elsewhere. 
How  could  they  appreciate  or  understand  his  reasoning  ? 
Could  they  follow  his  spiritualising  of  Judaism,  or  his 
spiritual  coincidences  of  its  organic  arrangements  with 
Christianity  ?  Even  in  Alexandria,  the  majority  could 
scarcely  apprehend  the  argument  of  the  epistle,  much 
less  the  Jewish  believers  elsewhere.  The  circumstances 
of  the  readers  must  therefore  be  considered  as  well  as 
the  writer,  as  also  the  contact  between  them  implied  in 
his  conceptions  of  Christianity. 

The  epistle  of  Barnabas,  which  is  an  Alexandrian 
production  belonging  to  the  second  decade  of  the 
second  century,  confirms  the  view  now  given  of  the 
epistle  to  the  Hebrews.  like  the  latter,  it  presents 
Paulinisin  in  a  developed  state,  and  proceeds  a  step 
further  in  the  path  opened  up  by  our  letter.  It 
takes  the  spiritual  sense  resulting  from  tlie  law  of 
typical  mterpretation  as  the  abiding  truth  of  the  Old 

^  Kostliu,  in  the  Tiihinyen  Jahrb.  for  1854,  p.  42.3,  etc. 
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Testament,  so  that  the  gnosis  of  Christianity  emerges 
through  the  letter  of  the  law  into  a  new  law  ;  and 
Chi-istianity  itself,  having  abolished  the  literal  accep- 
tation of  the  law,  becomes  '  the  new  law  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  having  no  yoke  of  necessity.'  Tlie 
path  opened  up  by  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews  is 
followed  out  in  Barnabas. 

If  the  view  of  those  who  deny  the  epistolary 
character  of  the  work  were  correct,  it  would  be  un- 
necessary to  look  for  a  definite  circle  of  readers. 
But  the  title  of  ejjistle  which  was  accorded  to  tlie 
production  at  an  early  period  need  not  be  discarded, 
for  it  is  not  without  countenance  in  the  letter  itself. 
Reuss's  description  of  the  epistle  as  '  a  rhetorical 
essay  upon  the  superiority  of  Christianity  to  Judaism 
with  an  epistolary  appendix  havmg  no  connection 
with  the  precedmg  part,'  is  a  needless  refinement. 
The  first  epistle  of  John  has  no  epistolary  introduc- 
tion, and  is  not  less  a  letter  on  that  account.  There 
are  also  passages  concerning  the  individual  and  con- 
crete relations  of  a  church  (ii.  3  ;  v.  11,  12  ;  vi.  10; 
X.  25,  32-36  ;  xii.  4).  The  writer  sustained  a  well- 
known  relation  to  his  readers,  whose  state  and  cir- 
cumstances he  describes,  blaming  them  severely  for 
their  want  of  progress,  and  exhorting  to  steadfastness. 
If  it  was  not  addressed  to  a  single  church,  the  epistle 
is  unmtelligible.  Hence  it  cannot  be  considered  a 
circular  treatise  intended  for  all  Jewish  Christians  ;  but 
only  for  those  of  a  certain  place,  as  the  last  chapter, 
where  they  are  requested  to  pray  for  the  writer  that  he 
may  be  restored  to  them,  and  to  obey  their  teachers, 
shows.  They  are  also  informed  that  Timothy  is  re- 
leased, from  whom  they  might  expect  a  visit  along  with 
the  author.  Salutations  are  sent  to  their  presiding 
elders.  These  facts  imply  mutual  acquaintance.  Al- 
though, therefore,  the  former  part  of  the  epistle  is  like 
a  general  dissertation  intended  for  readers  confined  to 
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no  particular  district  or  country,  the  conclusion  restricts 
its  scope,  and  justifies  in  a  measure  the  common  title 
of  a  letter  (xiii.  22).  That  it  was  addressed  to  the 
Jewish  believers  at  Rome,  as  Holtzmann  and  Zahn  try 
to  show,  is  improbable.^  The  reasoning  of  the  latter  in 
favour  of  Roman  Christians  as  the  persons  addressed 
must  be  rejected,  since  it  is  inconsistent  with  various 
parts  of  the  epistle  itself.  That  Jewish  believers  pre- 
dominated in  the  church  of  the  metropolis  at  the  time, 
and  were  in  danger  of  relapsmg  into  their  old  religion,  is 
unlikely.  How  could  it  also  be  said  that  they  had  not 
yet  resisted  unto  blood,  when  the  Neronian  persecution 
was  past  ?  Nor  does  the  Alexandrian  complexion  of 
the  epistle  suit  the  character  of  the  Roman  believers. 
Even  if  the  author  were  himself  a  Christian  of  that  type, 
he  must  have  adapted  his  address  to  the  modes  of 
thought  peculiar  to  the  readers.  Neither  Roman  nor 
Italian  Christians  fulfil  the  requirements  of  the  case  ; 
and  Wetstein's  view,  though  supported  by  Zahn,  must 
be  abandoned.^  The  apostle  Paul  had  taught  at  Rome 
not  long  before,  fixing  his  conceptions  of  Christianity 
in  the  Christian  church.  Is  it  likely  tliat  Apollos  would 
soon  address  the  Jewish  Christians  of  the  place  so 
differently  ?  If  it  be  said  that  the  Philonian  nature  of 
the  work  is  due  to  the  writer,  not  the  readers,  we  ask, 
Would  not  Apollos,  or  any  Pauline  Christian,  have 
given  his  instructions  a  form  better  adapted  to  the  in- 
telligence of  his  readers  ?  And  is  it  probable,  that  after 
Paul's  death  and  the  Neronian  persecution,  a  large 
church,  consisting  of  Jewish  Christians  mainly,  existed 
at  Rome  ?  Were  the  influences  of  that  capital  likely  to 
tempt  them  back  to  the  old  religion  ?  Did  Judaism 
flourish  there  after  the  martyrdom  of  Paul  and  the 
Neronian  persecution  ?     On  the  contrary,  Christianity 

'  See  Bunsen's  Bibelwerk,  vol.  viii.  p.  632 ;  tStudicn  und  Kritiken  for 
1859,  p.  207,  etc. ;  Hilgenfekl's  Zritschrift,  x.  1,  etc. 
*  See  Herzog's  EncyUopddie,  vol.  v.  p.  666,  etc. 
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increased  and  prevailed  ;  the  ancient  religion  proportion- 
ally declining  in  the  esteem  of  the  cultivated.  Jewish 
Christianity  kept  its  ground  long  after  ;  but  Judaism 
had  little  attraction  for  those  who  thought  tliey  had  its 
essentials  in  the  type  of  Christianity  which  took  Peter 
for  its  representative. 


LANGUAGE. 

The  epistle  was  written  in  Greek.  The  opinion  that 
it  was  written  in  Hebrew  is  untenable,  though  advo- 
cated by  Michaelis  and  revived  by  Biesenthal.  In 
fsxvour  of  its  being  composed  in  Greek,  we  may  refer  to 
the  style,  which  has  the  freedom  and  ease  of  an  original, 
to  the  exclusive  use  of  the  Septuagint  even  in  its  mis- 
takes, as  at  i.  6,  and  ii.  7,  where  the  rendering  of  the 
Hebrew  Elohim  (gods)  by  angek  is  taken  from  the 
Greek,  though  the  Hebrew  word  does  not  bear  that 
sense  ;  to  the  paronomasias,  which  though  possible  in 
the  case  of  a  version,  are  improbable  (v.  8  ;  x.  38,  39  ; 
xi.  37  ;  xiii.  14)  ;  and  especially  to  the  double  meaning 
oi  hiaOrjKiq  (coverKnit  and  testament)  in  ix.  16,  17,  which 
the  corresponding  Hebrew  word  does  not  permit  ;  to 
the  interpretation  of  the  Hebrew  terms  Melchizedek  and 
Salem  (vii.  2)  by  corresponding  Greek  words  ;  and  to 
the  fact,  that  Greek  terms  appear  which  could  only 
have  been  expressed  in  Hebrew  or  Aramtean  by  a 
circumlocution.^  The  sole  argument  of  any  weight  on 
the  opposite  side  is  derived  from  the  parties  supposed 
to  be  addressed,  Jewish  Christians  in  Palestine,  whose 
vernacular  dialect  was  not  Greek  but  Aramiean — an 
argument  which  has  no  force  against  such  as  believe 
that  the  letter  was  addressed  to  the  Jewish  Christians 
at  Alexandria.  But  even  the  Jewish  Chi-istians  of 
Judea  must  have  understood  Greek  between  a.d.  60 
and  70.     That  tongue  rapidly  acquired  currency  among 

'  Compare  i.  1,  3 ;  xii,  1,  2 ;  and  in  ii.  5,  8,  the  verb  vnoTaaaia. 
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all  classes  in  Palestine,  and  encroached  on  the  dialect  of 
the  Hebrews  as  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  approached. 

OCCASION   AND    OBJECT. 

The  immediate  cause  of  the  letter  was  the  state  of 
the  Alexandrian  Jews  who  had  embraced  Christianity 
and  were  m  danger  of  apostatising.  In  consequence  of 
the  hazard  they  were  in,  the  author  addressed  them, 
that  they  might  be  established  in  the  faith.  The  rela- 
tive claims  of  Judaism  and  Christianity  had  often 
engaged  the  attention  of  Paul.  The  writer  shows  the 
superiority  of  the  one  religion  to  the  other  in  a  con- 
ciliatory tone.  He  does  not  attack  the  Jewish  economy, 
but  states  its  use  and  purport.  According  to  him,  it 
was  typical.  Why  then  should  his  readers  go  back  to 
that  which  the  new  religion  presented  in  a  better  form  ? 
The  Jewish  Christians  of  Alexandria  or  at  least  the 
cultivated  part  of  them,  were  more  liable  to  return  to 
Judaism  because  it  had  become  philosophical  and 
rationalistic  in  the  hands  of  Philo.  Letter  had  given 
place  to  spirit ;  and  allegory  had  explained  away  the 
objectionable  parts  of  the  Old  Testament.  The  need 
of  Christianity  seemed  less  to  those  who  had  been  born 
Jews,  when  they  learned  the  hidden  senses  which  their 
leading  thinkers  attached  to  institutions  and  ceremonies 
outwardly  uninviting.  In  order  to  prevent  their  return 
to  the  old,  the  author  of  the  epistle  sets  forth  the  new 
under  the  aspect  of  a  priesthood,  a  spiritual  priesthood, 
Avitli  a  great  high  priest  unchanging  and  eternal,  ever 
living  to  intercede,  and  ever  prevailing  with  his  Father 
in  heaven  for  the  good  of  his  people.  Atoning  poAver 
is  centred  in  him  who  offered  himself  once  for  all,  and 
entered  into  the  true  holy  of  holies  as  the  author  and 
finisher  of  faith.  The  old  economy  is  in  the  new.  It 
Avould  therefore  be  folly  in  persons  who  had  tasted  the 
heavenly  gift  to  fall  back  into  a  system  which  is  defec- 
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tive  and  transient.  If  the  law  completed  nothing,  and 
if  Christianity  introduced  a  better  hope  founded  on  a 
new  priesthood,  why  renounce  the  satisfactory  for  the 
weak  ? 


CONTENTS. 

The  epistle  has  been  variously  divided,  some  sepa- 
rating it  into  three  leading  parts,  others  into  two.  The 
latter  is  preferable,  i.e.  i.  1-x.  18  ;  and  x.  19-xiii.  25. 
The  first  portion  is  doctrinal,  the  second  hortatory. 
Bleek  objects  to  the  twofold  division  as  unsuitable, 
because  the  nature  of  the  entire  epistle  is  admonitory  ; 
observing  that  the  didactic  statements  of  the  one  part 
are  intersected  by  admonitions,  and  that  the  doctrinal 
and  hortatory  in  the  other  are  not  separated.  Yet  the 
didactic  element  preponderates  in  i.  1-x.  18  ;  the  prac- 
tical in  X.  19-xiii.  Without  therefore  meaning  to 
intimate  that  the  author  himself  had  the  division  in  his 
mind,  the  separation  at  x.  19  is  the  most  convenient. 
From  xiii.  18  to  the  end  is  a  sort  of  appendix. 

1.  To  show  the  superiority  of  Christianity  to 
Judaism,  the  writer  begins  with  comparing  Christ,  the 
founder  of  the  new  economy,  to  the  mediators  of  the 
old.  As  angels  took  part  in  the  law's  promulgation, 
and  Moses  was  mediator  between  God  and  the  Israelites, 
Christ  is  shown  to  be  more  exalted  than  both.  He  is 
the  Son  of  God,  the  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth  ; 
whereas  angels  worship  him,  and  instead  of  being  like 
him  at  the  head  of  the  kingdom,  they  are  only  minis- 
tering spirits  to  the  redeemed,  employed  in  executing 
the  conmiands  of  a  superior.  To  apply  this  argument, 
an  admonition  is  subjoined  respecting  the  greater  atten- 
tion due  to  the  salvation  announced  by  Christ.  If 
neglect  of  the  law  given  by  the  mediation  of  angels 
could  not  be  tolerated  with  impunity,  much  less  can 
disregard  of  the  gospel.     In  prosecuting  the  proof  of 
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Christ's  superiority  to  angels,  he  states  that  the  future 
^orld  or  Christianity  is  not  subjected  to  them  but  to 
the  Son,  as  is  proved  by  Psalm  viii.  But  in  asserting 
Christ's  dominion,  he  feels  that  an  objection  might 
arise.  We  do  not  see  yet  all  things  put  under  him  ; 
to  obviate  which  he  shows  why  Christ  must  take  a 
lower  station  than  the  angels,  and  suffer  death  in  it. 
His  humiliation  unto  death  was  necessary,  in  fulfilment 
of  the  divine  design  to  provide  an  atonement  for  sin, 
as  he  did  not  come  to  rescue  and  redeem  angels  but 
men  (i.  ii.). 

The  author  now  compares  Christ  with  Moses  the 
executive  head  of  the  old  dispensation,  and  his  state- 
ment takes  the  form  of  exhortation.  Look  to  Christ, 
he  says,  who  is  faithful  to  God  as  Moses  was,  and  yet 
far  exalted  above  him.  He  was  counted  worthy  of 
greater  honour  than  Moses,  as  the  founder  of  a  com- 
munity is  greater  than  the  community  itself.  Moses 
himself  was  a  servant  to  the  founder  ;  Christ  was  the 
Son.  To  this  is  annexed  a  warning  against  unbelief, 
drawn  from  the  Israelites  in  the  wilderness.  Quoting 
Psalm  xcv.,  he  expatiates  on  the  meaning  of  the  pas- 
sage, showing  that  the  promised  rest  into  which  the 
Israelites  could  not  enter  because  of  unbelief,  included 
a  spiritual  rest  still  future.  We  should  therefore  strive 
to  enter  into  that  rest  ;  for  the  word  of  God,  especially 
its  commination,  has  a  living  power  to  seize  on  and 
judge  the  spirit  (iii.  1-iv.  13). 

Having  instituted  a  comparison  between  Christ  and 
Moses,  and  gone  off  into  a  warning  digression,  he  con- 
siders the  former  as  a  high  priest,  as  proposed  at  the 
commencement  of  the  3rd  chapter.  The  proof  that 
he  is  a  high  priest  begins  with  a  parallel.  A  human 
priest  appointed  for  the  service  of  men,  partakes  of  the 
weaknesses  of  humanity,  and  is  able  to  sympathise 
with  erring  liien  by  entering  into  their  feelmgs.  As 
the   earthly   high   priest  is   appointed   by  God,  so  is 


THE   EPISTLE   TO  THE    HEBREWS.  235 

Christ.  His  office  is  not  usurped  any  more  than  theirs. 
But  the  parallel  is  postponed,  the  writer  introducing 
the  old  priestly  king  Melchizedek,  instead  of  the  Levi- 
tical  high  priest.  Before  he  proceeds,  however,  to  coin- 
pare  Christ  and  Melchizedek,  he  inserts  a  hortatory 
passage,  complaining  of  his  readers'  slow  understand- 
ing, and  affirming  that  they  needed  instruction  in  first 
princijiles  rather  than  the  difficult  truths  alluded  to. 
But  he  waives  the  discussion  of  elementary  doctrine, 
and  advances  to  the  higher  truths,  justifying  that 
course  by  the  fact  that  it  is  impossible  to  restore  the 
fallen.  He  thus  wai-ns  them  against  apostatising  to 
Judaism,  moderating  his  tone  in  the  end  by  expressing  , 
a  wish  that  they  would  attain  to  the  full  assurance  of 
hope.  And  to  encourage  them  in  this,  the  example 
of  Abraham  is  adduced,  to  whom,  as  well  as  to  all 
believers,  the  promise  was  confirmed  by  an  oath 
(iv.  14-vi.  20). 

Returning  to  the  point  he  had  left,  viz.  the  repre- 
sentation of  Christ's  priesthood  after  the  order  of  Mel- 
chizedek, he  shows  its  superiority  to  the  Levitical. 
It  is  perpetual  and  al)ove  the  Levitical,  because  Abra- 
ham himself  paid  tithes  to  Melchizedek,  the  less  being 
blessed  by  the  greater.  In  Abraham  all  his  descendants 
may  be  considered  as  acknowledging  Melchizedek's 
superiority.  And  if  the  priesthood  be  changed,  the 
laAV  too  must  be  changed.  The  difference  of  the  Chris- 
tian priesthood  is  exhibited  in  descent,  and  in  the 
power  of  an  endless  office,  as  is  testified  in  Psalm  ex. 
The  Mosaic  law,  which  was  abrogated,  is  contrasted  with 
that  introduced  in  its  stead.  The  one  was  weak  and 
unprofitable,  the  other  introduced  a  better  hope.  The 
Levitical  priests  were  made  without  an  oath  ;  the  new 
priesthood  was  appointed  by  an  oath.  The  Levitical 
line  was  mortal;  Christ  lives  for  ever.  The  Aaronic 
]>riests  were  sinful  and  must  offer  sacrifices  both  for 
themselves  and  the  people  ;  Christ  is  unspotted,  and 
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oft'ered  himself  a  sacrifice  once  for  all.  Christ  is  a  high 
priest  of  the  heavenly  sanctuary,  whose  service  is 
superior  in  proportion  as  the  covenant  he  established 
is  better.  God  himself  did  not  regard  the  first  dispen- 
sation as  permanent  or  complete,  but  promised  a  better 
one,  as  is  proved  by  the  Old  Testament  (vii.  1-viii.  13). 
The  author  reverts  to  the  comparison  of  the  minis- 
trations performed  by  the  high  priests  under  the  old 
covenant  and  the  head  of  the  new,  describing  the  sanc- 
tuary with  its  apartments  and  furniture,  the  service  of 
the  priests,  its  symbolical  use  and  unsatisfying  nature. 
But  Christ,  the  high  priest  of  the  new  covenant,  entered 
once  for  all  into  the  heavenly  sanctuary  by  means  of  his 
own  blood,  having  obtained  eternal  redemption.  If 
the  blood  and  ashes  of  beasts  had  a  purifying  power, 
much  more  has  the  blood  of  Christ.  If  they  conferred 
ceremonial  purification,  this  purifies  the  conscience. 
Christ  by  his  death  became  the  founder  of  a  new 
covenant,  and  abolished  the  guilt  of  sin  for  ever  by  the 
one  sacrifice  of  himself.  It  was  necessary  that  he 
should  die,  for  every  covenant  is  ratified  by  the  death 
of  a  victim  ;  and  accordingly  the  Mosaic  covenant  itself 
was  confirmed  by  the  shedding  of  blood.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  sacrifice  of  the  heavenly  high  priest  is 
a  superior  ratification,  because  he  appeared  once  to 
destroy  sin,  and  will  not  appear  again  till  he  comes 
without  sin.  In  continuation  of  the  leading  idea  that 
Christ  took  away  sin  by  the  sacrifice  of  himself,  the 
writer  affirms  that  the  sacrifices  of  the  law,  repeated 
yearly,  could  not  give  perfect  peace  of  conscience,  else 
they  would  not  have  been  repeated  ;  and  proves  by 
Psalm  xl.,  that  whereas  God  takes  no  pleasure  in  sacri- 
fice. He  wills  that  we  should  be  sanctified  by  the  off'er- 
ing  of  Christ's  body.  Such  sanctification  agrees  with 
a  promise  made  respecting  the  new  covenant  in  the 
book  of  Jeremiah,  that  no  more  sacrifices  should  be  re- 
quired (ix.  1-x.  18). 
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2.  This  portion  consists  of  a  great  variety  of  ad- 
monitions. 

The  author  exhorts  his  readers  to  appropriate  the 
benefits  of  Christ's  priesthood,  and  to  beware  of  apo- 
stasy, since  heavy  judgments  would  overtake  such  as  by 
falling  away  despised  the  grace  of  God.  He  encourages 
them  to  return  to  their  first  love,  by  reminding  them  of 
their  steadfastness  after  their  conversion,  which  they 
should  continue  to  exhibit.  The  characteristics  of  faith 
are  briefly  stated,  with  a  long  series  of  Old  Testament 
saints  exemplifying  its  power.  It  is  a  strong  confidence 
in  things  hoped  for,  a  conviction  of  thmgs  unseen.  The 
examples  of  it  are  taken  from  the  antediluvian  period, 
from  the  patriarchal  age  till  Moses,  from  the  exodus  till 
the  occupation  of  Canaan,  and  from  that  time  till  the 
Maccabees.  All  these,  however,  did  not  realise  the 
]3romised  Messiah,  while  God  provided  something  better 
for  us,  that  they  should  not  reach  completeness  without 
us.  The  last  examples  lead  the  writer  to  enjoin  steadfast- 
ness, while  he  refers  his  readers  to  them  as  well  as  to  Christ 
himself.  Chastisement  is  a  salutary  discipline,  appointed 
by  God  for  his  children's  good.  He  counsels  peace 
with  all  ;  dissuades  from  remissness,  imparity,  and  sin- 
ful inclination  to  forsake  God.  To  the  solemn  warn- 
ing against  apostasy  is  prefixed  a  comparison  of  the 
way  in  which  God  showed  Himself  to  the  Israelites 
at  the  giving  of  the  law,  with  the  communion  of  the 
new  covenant  into  which  Christians  have  entered.  Let 
believers  therefore  be  thankful  for  the  kingdom  they 
have,  serving  God  with  reverence  and  fear  (x.  19- 
xii.  29). 

A  number  of  general  exhortations  follow.  Indi- 
vidual virtues  are  recommended,  as  brotherly  love, 
hospitality,  compassion,  chastity,  contentment  with 
present  things  apart  fi'om  covetousness.  The  readers 
should  he  steadfast  in  the  Christian  faith  and  worship, 
after  the  example  of  their  departed  teachers,  avoiding 
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Judaism,  which  is  inconsistent  witli  a  share  in  Christ's 
redemption.  After  enjoining  subjection  to  their  pastors, 
the  writer  concludes  with  personal  notices  ;  requests  an 
interest  in  the  prayers  of  his  readers,  ho})ing  that  he 
might  be  restored  to  them  the  sooner,  and  closes  with  a 
benediction  (xiii.). 

The  value  of  this  epistle  has  been  variously  esti- 
mated. Extreme  views,  like  that  of  Dr.  John  Owen, 
who  asserts  that  '  the  world  may  as  well  want  the  sun 
as  the  Church  this  epistle,'  are  not  worth  mentioning. 
The  work  has  influenced  the  subsequent  current  of 
Christian  thought.  Its  doctrine  of  the  divine  Logos  and 
Christ's  high-priesthood  were  accepted  and  confirmed  by 
later  writers,  as  by  Clement  of  Rome,^  Polycarp  of 
Smyrna,  and  the  author  of  the  Testaments  of  the  twelve 
patriarchs.  By  aj^plying  Philo's  idea  of  the  Logos  to 
the  jierson  of  Christ,  his  divinity  was  brought  out  much 
more  than  it  is  in  Paul's  epistles.  Thus  the  union  of 
Paulinism  with  the  religious  philosophy  of  Alexandria 
has  been  far-reaching  in  its  effects.  Yet  Pauline  reflec- 
tiveness, though  less  objective  than  that  of  the  epistle, 
is  of  higher  value.  The  arguments  are  often  weak, 
mere  argumetita  ad  hominem,  presupposing  a  Jewish 
taste  for  allegory.  The  circle  of  ideas  in  which  the 
writer  moves  is  too  Judaic  to  commend  itself  to  the 
acceptance  of  Christian  readers.  Thus  when  it  is  said 
that  Levi  paid  tithes  to  Melchizedek  in  Abraham,  be- 
cause he  was  '  in  the  loins  of  his  father  when  Melchi- 
zedek met  him ; '  that  the  rest  promised  to  the  Jews  of 
old  did  not  refer  either  to  the  rest  which  God  is  said  to 
have  taken  on  the  seventh  day  of  creation  or  to  the  pos- 
session of  Canaan,  but  to  a  spiritual  rest  in  heaven;  that 
Psalm  ch.  25-27  alludes  to  Christ,  there  styled  Jehovah; 
that  the  patriarchs  were  led  on  by  the  desire  of  the  hea- 
venly Jerusalem  ;  that  the  vail  separating  the  two  apart- 
ments of  the  tem])le  typified  the  flesh  of  Christ ;  that 

^  Comp.  chapters  xxxvi.,  Iviii. 
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the  heavenly  sanctuary  must  be  purified  witli  better 
things  than  animal  sacrifices, — these  and  many  other 
statements  are  peculiar  to  the  writer.  The  view  oiven 
of  the  old  economy  and  its  arrangements,  as  if  they 
were  foreshadows  of  Christianity,  is  a  later  one.  In 
like  manner,  the  continued  efficacy  of  Christ's  priest- 
hood in  heaven  is  an  un- Pauline  sentiment.  The  epistle 
has  too  much  of  the  Alexandrian  element  to  be  of  the 
liigh  theological  importance  which  belongs  to  the  larger 
productions  of  Paul.  A  mixture  of  spiritualising  Ju- 
daism with  distinctive  Paulinism  gives  it  a  peculiar 
tendency  which  is  sometimes  deteriorating,  though 
sometimes  the  reverse.  The  best  portions  are  the  prac- 
tical and  hortatory,  i.e.  from  x.  19  to  the  end,  where  a 
pure  and  lofty  spirit  expresses  itself  in  encouragino- 
precepts.  Promises  cheer  the  mind  of  the  believer; 
hopes  of  a  glorious  reward  encourage  him.  He  may  come 
boldly  to  the  throne  of  grace  and  suffer  joyfully,  because 
his  great  high  priest  is  in  heaven,  having  been  made 
perfect  through  sufferings.  There  is  no  continuing  city 
here  ;  the  Christian  seeks  one  to  come.  Many  such  de- 
clarations make  the  epistle  most  acceptable  to  the 
devout  mind.  Theoretical  believers  will  not  find  it 
equally  serviceable,  though  it  may  stimulate  them  to 
run  the  Christian  race  with  zeal. 
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AUTHORSHIP. 


The  title  '  Apocalypse  of  John  the  divine '  is  not  in  any- 
old  MS.  The  epithet  was  not  given  to  the  apostle  till 
the  Arian  controversy  in  the  fourth  century  ;  when  his 
authority  was  emphasised  m  opposition  to  the  Arians 
who  rejected  the  book.  No  title  proceeded  from  the 
author  himself.  The  uncial  MSS.  K  and  C.  have  merely 
'  Apocalypse  of  John  ; '  which  is  also  in  the  subscrip- 
tion of  A. 

The  prevailing  opinion  has  been  that  John  the 
apostle,  the  son  of  Zebedee,  wrote  the  book  of  Revela- 
tion. In  favour  of  this  view  internal  and  external 
arguments  are  advanced,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
summary. 

1.  External. 

Hengstenberg  begins  with  Polycarp  the  apostle's 
disciple,  who  writes  in  the  epistle  to  the  Philippians  : 
'  Let  us  therefore  so  serve  him  with  fear  and  all  rever- 
ence, as  he  himself  hath  commanded,  and  as  the  apostles 
who  have  preached  the  gospel  unto  us,  and  the  prophets 
who  hare  foretold  the  coming  of  our  Lord,  being  zealous  of 
what  is  good,'  etc.^  According  to  Hengstenberg,  the  pro- 
phets are  not  personally  different  from  the  apostles ;  John 

1  ovT<oi  ovv  8ov\ev(T<o^fV  aiira  fitTO.  (po^ov  Kai  Trdarjs  fv\a(3(las,  Ka6a>i 
aiiTos  e'j/£T€tXaTo,  kgi  oi  evayyt^icraufvoi  rjfjiiv  riTTooToXot  (cat  o'l  nfW(f}TJTai.,  oi 
niwKrjpv^avTei  rr]V  i'Xfvaiv  tiw  Kvpiov  i)p.SiV   ^r)\o>Ta\  TTfpl  to  kciXov,  k.t.X. — 

Oliapter  6. 
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in  the  Apocalypse  being  their  representative.^  But  the 
Old  Testament  prophets  are  meant. 

The  most  ancient  testimony  for  the  authenticity  of  the 
Apocalypse  comes  indirectly.  Two  Cappadocian  bishops, 
probably  belonging  to  the  fiftli  century,  Andrew  and 
Arethas,  relate  that  Papias  looked  upon  the  book  as  in- 
spired and  credible,^  which  was  at  that  time  tantamount 
to  a  belief  of  its  apostolic  origin.  It  is  true  that  Papias 
does  not  speak  of  it  as  the  work  of  John  the  apostle  in 
express  terms  ;  but  his  regarding  it  as  of  divine  authority 
and  credible  comports  best  with  the  idea  of  its  being 
written  by  none  other.  It  has  seemed  singular  that 
Eusebius  omits  the  testimony  of  this  early  writer.  But 
his  silence  is  capable  of  an  easy  explanation.  The  his- 
torian disliked  Papias  because  of  the  millennarian  views 
he  held.  The  extravagant  expectations  of  John  the 
presbyter's  hearer  and  his  day  were  probably  derived 
from  oral  tradition,  in  the  opinion  of  Eusebius  ;  or  if 
they  were  not,  Dionysius  of  Alexandria  had  influenced 
the  historian,  leading  him  to  doubt  the  authenticit}'^  of 
the  book.  One  thing  is  clear,  that  Eusebius  would  not 
have  omitted  Papias's  testimony  about  the  author  of 
the  Revelation,  had  the  latter  expressed  hesitation  re- 
specting it,  which  he  probably  did  not ;  for  he  belonged 
to  a  country  where  he  had  good  opportunities  of  knowing 
the  origin  of  the  book  as  well  as  the  presbyter  John  to 
whom  Dionysius  ascribes  it. 

The  testimony  of  Melito  agrees  with  Papias's.  Eu- 
sebius says  that  he  wrote  a  book  '  al)out  the  devil  and 
the  Apocalypse  of  John.'  ^  The  fact  that  the  bishop  of 
Sardis,  one  of  the  cities  to  which  an  epistle  is  addressed 
in  the  introductory  part  of  the  Revelation,  wi'ote  on  the 
book,  goes  far  to  prove  its  apostolicity. 

Justin  Martyr  is  the  earliest  writer  who  expressly 

^  Die  Offenharung  des  heiligen  Johannes,  vol.  ii.  2,  p.  98. 
"^  dfoupevaros  and  d^idiria-Tos.  ^  IT.  E.  iv.  26. 

VOL.  I.  R 
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attributes  the  work  to  John  the  apostle  at  Ephesiis.^ 
Rettig  tries  to  impugn  the  authenticity  of  the  passage 
in  Justin  without  effect.  Eusebius  states  that  Justin 
wrote  his  Dialogue  or  Disputation  with  Trypho,  in 
which  the  passage  about  the  Apocalypse  occurs,  at 
Ephesus,  the  first  of  the  seven  cities  to  which  the  author 
addressed  an  epistle  (Rev.  i.  11  ;  ii.  1).  In  the  circle 
within  which  he  lived  and  acted,  Justin  knew  of  none 
other  than  the  apostle  as  author.  We  conclude,  there- 
fore, that  the  opinion  about  John  the  presbyter's  author- 
ship had  not  originated  before  the  middle  of  the  second 
century.  There  is  no  reason  for  thinking  that  Justin 
rested  on  exegetical  grounds  rather  than  historical  tra- 
dition. The  earliest  Christian  period  relied  on  persons 
more  than  writings  for  the  support  of  their  faith. 

Not  long  after  Justin,  Apollonius,  a  presbyter  at 
Ephesus,  drew  proofs  from  the  Apocalypse  against  the 
Montanists,  as  Eusebius  states.^  The  context  of  the 
passage  in  which  the  historian  speaks  of  him  leaves  no 
room  for  doubt  that  Apollonius  used  the  book  as  the 
apostle's. 

Irenasus  is  also  a  witness  for  the  apostolic  origin 
of  the  Apocalypse,  appealing  to  ancient  MSS.  for  the 
o-enuineness  of  the  number  666,  as  well  as  to  persons 
who  had  seen  the  apostle  John.*^  This  testimony  has 
great  weight,  because  Irenaeus  must  have  learnt  the 
truth  about  the  writer  in  proconsular  Asia  before  he 
went  to  Gaul.  The  seven  churches  would  carefully 
})reserve  a  document  addressed  to  them.  We  do  not 
see  that  the  witness  of  Irenaeus  is  weakened  by  the  fact 
that  he  was  mistaken  in  dating  the  book  at  the  end  of 
Domitian's  reign  ;  or  because  he  accepted  superstitious 
and  absurd  accounts  of  John  from  the  presbyters  who 
professed  to  have  seen  him.  He  probably  derived  the 
late  date  he  assigns  to  the  Apocalypse  from  a  false  in- 

'  Dialoff.  c.  81,  p.  294,  ed.  3  Otto. 
~  Eusel).  JI,  E.  V.  18.  ^  Ad  vers.  Ilccres.  v.  30. 
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terpretfttion  of  itself  or  from  vague  report.  And  as  to  the 
superstitious  opinions  of  John  received  from  the  elders, 
they  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  composition  of  a  work 
like  the  present. 

The  epistle  of  the  cliurches  of  Lyons  and  Vienne 
given  by  Eusebius,^  also  presupposes  the  apostolic  origin 
of  the  Apocalypse,  so  that  from  Asia  Minor  to  Gaul 
the  book  is  well  attested  as  John's  in  the  second  century. 
TertuUian  uses  it  as  apostolic,^  showing  that  Africa 
participated  in  the  historical  tradition  that  prevailed  in 
other  countries.  The  Muratorian  list  ascribes  the  work 
to  John. 

The  want  of  one  witness  at  the  beginning  of  the 

third  century  is  suspicious  at  first  sight,  viz.  the  Syriac 

translation  from  which  the  Apocalypse  is  absent.     Nor 

did  this  old  version  admit  the  book  afterwards,  though 

scholars  in  the  Syriac  church  subsequently  put  it  on  a 

level   with  the  rest  of  the  New  Testament.     A  later 

Syriac  translation  of  the  Apocaljqise  appeared,  which 

was  never   thought   to  be  equal   in   authority  to  the 

Peshito.     It  is  true  that  Hug  and  others  suppose  the 

Peshito  to  have  had  the  book  at  first ;  but  this  is  certainly 

incorrect.     How  then  is  its  exclusion  from  this  ancient 

version  to  be  accounted  for  ?     When  the  Peshito  was 

;  made,  perhaps  the  Apocalypse  had  not  found  its  way  to 

^  Edessa,  the  birth-place  of  the  version. 

f         It  is  certain  that  Theophilus  of  Antioch,  at  the  end 

of  the  second  century,  accepted  the  book  as  apostolic.^ 

In  the  same  century  the  Alogi  ascribed  it  to  Cerinthus; 

j  and   Caius  of  Rome,   from   opposition  to  Montanism, 

f  ventm*ed  to  make  the  same  statement,  as  a  fragment  of 

'  Proclus's  preserved  by  Eusebius  asserts  :   '  But  Cerin- 

f  thus,  by  means  of  revelations  which  he  pretended  to 

)  have  been  written  by  a  great  apostle,  falsely  introduces 

wonderful  things  to  us,  as  if  they  were  shown  him  by 

^  //.  ^.  V.  1.  ^  Contra  Marcion.  iii.  14.  ^  Euseb.  iv.  24. 

R  2 
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angels,'  etc'  This  passage  has  given  rise  to  discussion, 
some  affirming  that  the  revelations  spoken  of  do  not 
mean  the  present  Apocalypse  but  forged  reveldtions  as  a 
counterpart  to  it.  We  agree  with  Lllcke  in  referring 
it  to  the  former. 

Marcion  and  his  followers  excluded  the  book  fi-om 
their  canon,  and  therefore  rejected  its  apostolic  author- 
ship.    This  arose  from  their  peculiar  tenets. 

When  we  pass  to  the  third  century,  the  evidence  for 
the  apostolicity  of  the  book  is  most  favourable.  Cle- 
ment of  Alexandria  ^  ascribed  it  to  John  ;  as  did  Ori- 
gen  ^  notwithstanding  his  opposition  to  millennarianism. 
Cyprian,  Lactantius,  and  Methodius  were  of  the  same 
opinion.  Hippolytus  probably  wrote  a  commentary 
on  the  Apocalypse,  directed  against  the  Montanists. 
This  is  inferred  from  a  statement  of  Ebedjesu  respecting 
him  :  '  St.  Hippolytus,  martyr  and  bishop,  composed 
a  work  concerning  the  dispensation  ....  and  an  apo- 
logy for  the  Apocalypse  and  Gospel  of  John  the  apostle 
and  evangelist.'  * 

Critical  doubts  began  with  Dionysius  of  Alexandria, 
owing,  as  it  would  seem,  to  doctrinal  disputes  with  the 
millennarian  adherents  of  Nepos.  This  father  ascribes 
the  work  to  John  the  presbyter  not  the  apostle.  He 
bases  his  opinion  on  internal  grounds,  on  style,  lan- 
guage, and  characteristic  peculiarities,  arguing  from  the 
differences  of  the  fourth  gospel  and  first  epistle  general 
of  Jolni,  that  tlie  same  ])erson  could  not  have  written 
the  Apocalypse  also.^  His  reasoning  is  valid  on  the 
assumption  that  the  gospel  and  first  epistle  proceeded 
from  the  apostle,  but  it  lias  n^  worth  as  an  independent 

'  oiXKa.  Ka\  Krjpivdos,  6  St'  diroKaKv^lreav  i)s  vtto  aTro(TTokov  fieyaXov  ytypan- 
fievcov,  TfparoXoyias  r}p.1v  oif  St*  ayyeXatv  aira  ScSety^eVas  ylrevbopevos  eVfterayet, 
/C.T.X.— Ap.  Euseb.  11.  E.  iii.  28. 

*  Strovmta,  lib.  vi.  p.  GG7  ;  and  ii.  p.  207. 

^  Ap.  Euseb.  //.  E.  vi.  25  ;  and  Comment,  in  Jomm.  0pp.  vol.  iv.  p.  17. 

*  Asseniani  Bihliotheca  Orientalis,  vol.  iii.  part  i.  p.  15. 
^  H.  E.  vii.  24,  25. 
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testimony,  because  it  contradicts  ecclesiastical  tradition. 
When  Dionysiiis  appeals  to  some  of  his  predecessors  who 
rejected  the  book  and  thought  it  should  be  excluded 
from  the  canon,  he  could  only  have  alluded  to  the  few 
who  looked  upon  it  as  the  work  of  Ccrinthus  ;  to  Caius, 
the  Alogi,  and  the  antimontanists  generally. 

In  the  fourth  century  Eusebius  ^  seems  undecided 
about  retaining  or  rejecting  the  Apocalypse.  His  op- 
position to  millennarianism,  not  less  than  the  critical 
doubts  of  Dionysius,  inclined  him  to  tlie  latter  course. 
On  the  other  hand,  a  constant  and  firm  tradition  was 
arrayed  on  behalf  of  apostolicity.  'J'he  historian  con- 
jectures with  Dionysius,  that  the  writer  may  be  John 
the  presbyter  ;  but  affirms  that  he  will  not  refuse  to 
put  it  among  the  acknowledged  books,  if  cause  for  doing 
so  should  appear.'-^  This  wavering  policy  tells  against 
his  honesty  as  a  historian  ;  since  he  miglit  liave'  cited 
older  witnesses  for  the  apostolic  origin  of  the  l)ook  had 
he  been  disposed. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  follow  the  series  of  ex- 
ternal testimonies  further  than  Eusebius.  Later  wit- 
nesses belong  to  the  history  of  the  canon.  Enough  has 
been  given  to  show  that  the  apostolic  origin  of  the 
Apocalypse  is  as  well  attested  as  that  of  any  book  in 
the  New  Testament.  How  can  it  be  proved  that  Paul 
wrote  the  epistle  to  the  Galatians  for  example,  on  the 
basis  of  external  evidence,  if  it  be  denied  that  the 
apostle  John  wrote  the  closing  book  of  the  canon  ? 
With  the  limited  stock  of  early  ecclesiastical  literature 
that  survives  the  wreck  of  time,  we  should  despair  of 
proving  the  authenticity  of  any  New  Testament  book, 
if  that  of  the  Apocaly])se  be  rejected. 

Let  it  not  be  urged  that  the  patristic  tradition  is  not 
unanimous,  and  that  little  weight  attaches  to  the  testi- 
monies of  the  fathers  because  they  are  often  discordant. 
The  historical  tradition  relative  to  the  Apocalypse  seems 
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to  have  been  interrupted  only  by  doctrinal  views. 
Had  not  Montanism  and  millennarianism  appeared,  we 
should  have  heard  of  no  voice  raised  ao;amst  John's 
authorship.  We  do  not  deny  that  the  ecclesiastical 
writers  of  the  first  three  centuries  adopted  vague  tradi- 
tions without  inquirmg  whether  they  rested  on  a  good 
foundation  ;  and  that  they  were  generally  incapable  of, 
if  not  disinclined  to,  critical  investigation  ;  or  that  they 
followed  their  immediate  predecessors,  contented  to 
glide  down  the  ecclesiastical  stream  without  examining 
the  ground  of  their  belief.  There  were  noble  excep- 
tions ;  and  it  is  an  undoubted  fact,  that  from  the  middle 
of  the  second  century,  several  distinguished  fathers 
connected  with  the  church  in  Asia  Minor,  who  had  ex- 
cellent opportunities  of  knowmg  the  prevailing  tradi- 
tion there,  received  the  work  as  an  authentic  document 
of  John's.  Clement  and  Origen  too,  whose  views  did 
not  agree  with  the  book,  received  it  as  apostolic.  The 
basis  of  the  tradition  cannot  be  explained  away  without 
violating  historical  evidence. 

2.  Internal  evidence. 

Does  internal  evidence  coincide  with  the  external  as 
regards  authorship  ?  In  four  places  John  calls  himself 
the  autlior  (i.  1,  4,  9  :  xxii.  8)  ;  sometimes  without  a 
predicate  ;  at  other  times,  servant  of  Jesus  Christ ;  or, 
your  brother  and  companion  in  tribulation^  and  in  the 
kingdom  and  patience  of  Jesus  Christ,  in  relation  to  his 
readers  ;  while  in  xxii.  9  he  is  styled  by  the  angel  a 
brother  of  the  prophets.  He  presents  himself  in  the 
character  of  a  man  well  known  to  the  Christian 
churches  of  proconsular  Asia — an  influential  personage, 
of  whose  divine  mission  they  could  have  no  doubt. 
The  predicates  attributed  to  him  show  a  consciousness 
of  dignity,  yet  a  modesty  withal,  arising  from  a  sense 
of  the  union  subsisting  among  true  Christians.  Though 
he  does  not  call  himself  an  apostle,  he  is  commanded  to 
write  what  he  had  seen  and  to  send  it  to  the  seven 
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churches  (i.  11).  He  is  the  prophet  not  apostle  of  the 
Messiah,  in  this  instance.  There  was  no  apparent 
necessity  for  the  writer  to  style  himself  an  aj>ostle  ;  the 
epithets  accompanying  the  name  sufficed  to  indicate  liis 
person.  He  was  the  direct  witness  of  the  Messiah,  the 
announcer  of  the  revelations  of  God,  the  prophet  of 
the  new  covenant.  He  speaks  of  himself  like  Daniel, 
I  John.  He  treats  of  the  apostolic  age,  when  Jewish 
ideas  prevailed  and  the  expectation  of  Messiah  was 
fresh  in  the  general  mind.  At  the  time  he  wrote, 
several  apostles  were  living  ;  but  none  other  could  lay 
claim  to  the  position  and  privileges  which  he  asserts. 
A  book  bearing  his  name,  and  composed  thirty  years 
before  his  death,  would  have  called  forth  a  contradiction, 
because  he  knew  that  it  would  be  taken  for  his  ;  and 
such  contradiction  would  have  reached  us  from  the 
circle  of  his  disciples,  through  Irena3us.  Later  asser- 
tions of  its  non-apostolic  authorship  arose  from  doc- 
trinal interests,  not  from  historic  tradition. 

Do  the  contents  agree  with  the  assumption  that  the 
book  proceeds  from  an  apostolic  man  ;  or  do  they 
present  phenomena  inconsistent  with  John's  known 
character  and  the  time  when  he  wrote  ?  To  answer 
this  question,  we  must  take  a  general  survey  of  the 
contents  ;  and  they  are  certainly  apostolic,  chiefly  the 
eschatology  (doctrine  of  the  last  things)  which  is  a 
prominent  feature  of  the  book.  The  idea  of  their 
Lord's  speedy  coming  had  made  a  deep  impression  upon 
the  minds  of  the  apostles.  Like  the  Messiah  in  Daniel, 
he  was  to  appear  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  with  great 
power  and  glory.  The  near  approach  of  this  event  was 
the  animating  and  consolatory  motive  held  forth  in  the 
apostolic  epistles.  It  was  present  to  the  mmd  of  Paul 
who  proclaims  Maran  atha  ;  speaks  of  the  Lord's 
coming  with  all  his  saints  ;  of  his  descending  from 
heaven  with  the  voice  of  the  archangel  and  the  trump 
of  God  ;  who  believes  that  the  day  of  the  Lord — equiva- 
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lent  to  the  day  of  Jesus  Christ,  that  day,  the  day  of  re- 
demption— is  at  hand  ;  and  tliat  he  shonld  live  to  see  it. 
The  saints  should  then  be  judges  of  the  world,  and  even 
of  angels.  Now  Paul  assures  us  that  he  received  nothing 
from  the  other  apostles,  but  that  his  ideas  came  from 
immediate  revelation  ;  which  shoAvs  that  the  cschato- 
logical  element  in  Matthew's  gospel  and  the  Apocalypse 
was  an  essential  part  of  primitive  Christianity.  Nor  is 
it  confined  to  Paul's  epistles.  It  appears  in  the  letter 
to  the  Hebrews  ;  Peter's  epistles  teach  the  same  thing. 
The  epistles  of  John  express  it  also.  James  recommends 
patience  till  the  coming  of  the  Lord,  which  he  declares 
to  be  near.  And  Jude  proves  from  the  existence  of 
mockers,  that  it  is  the  last  time.  The  description  of 
Christ's  advent  thus  expected  by  the  New  Testament 
writers  is  developed  in  the  24:th  chapter  of  the  first 
gospel ;  where  the  sentiment  of  retribution  appears  in 
the  form  of  a  solemn  j  udicial  process  preceded  by  great 
distress  ;  and  the  Messiah  reveals  himself  in  splendour, 
ushering  in  a  new  dispensation  in  which  the  faithful 
should  be  recompensed  for  their  sufferings.  These 
ideas  are  present  in  the  Apocalypse,  the  main  difference 
between  it  and  other  apostolic  writings  relating  to  the 
expected  advent  consisting  in  the  wide  interval  which 
John  puts  between  the  manifestation  of  Messiah  and 
the  end  of  the  world — the  space  of  a  thousand  years  ; 
while  they  place  the  time  of  the  Messianic  kingdom 
close  to  the  process  of  judgment. 

In  like  manner  the  christology  of  the  Apocalypse  con- 
tains apostolic  elements.  The  idea  of  Jesus  the  Messiah 
IS,  that  lie  existed  before  the  world  ;  that  he  is  the 
highest  spirit ;  that  by  virtue  of  his  Messianic  nature 
he  was  like  Jehovah  from  the  beginning  ;  that  he  is  the 
Alpha  and  Omega  though  created;  and  that  he  is  an  angel 
who  received  his  Messiah-nature  from  the  Father.  Hence 
he  is  termed  '  the  beginning  of  the  creation  of  God  '  (iii. 
14) ;  and  the  expression  '  Son  of  God '  (ii.  18)  refers  to  the 
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divine  sovereignty  bestowed  npon  liiui  by  the  Father. 
The  spiritual  and  potential  perfections  he  possesses  were 
bestowed  upon  liim  as  a  reward  for  his  faithful  and 
victorious  career.  He  is  the  organ  of  communication 
between  God  and  his  people  ;  the  '  Word  of  God,'  not 
'  God  the  Word  '  as  in  rFohn  i.  1.  The  name,  '  Word  of 
God,'  has  not  a  metaphysical  sense  as  if  it  expressed 
the  principle  constituting  the  person  of  Christ ;  nor  does 
it  imply  an  independent  hypostasis  proceeding  from  the 
substance  of  the  Father  like  the  Woi'd  of  the  fourth 
gospel,  but  ratlier  a  being  possessing  divine  power  and 
prerogatives  received  from  the  Father.  The  name  is  a 
preparatory  step  to  the  proper  Logos-doctrine,  to  which 
the  peculiarities  of  the  Alexandrian  Logos,  pre-exist- 
ence  and  creative  agency,  could  be  easily  attached. 
When  he  has  accomplished  the  purposes  for  which  the 
government  of  the  world  was  given  into  his  hands,  he 
resigns  the  power  and  kingdom  to  the  Father  and  reigns 
under  Him  (xi.  15-17).  This  agrees  to  some  extent 
with  the  Pauline  christology,  in  which  Christ  is  set  forth 
as  a  typical  man,  one  in  whom  pneuma  was  the  essential 
principle,  who  existed  before  he  was  manifested  to  man- 
kind, a  being  representing  ideal  humanity. 

The  conception  of  antichrist  also  harmonises  with 
apostolic  times.  The  name  of  this  power  does  not  appear 
in  the  book,  but  the  idea  is  found  in  a  concrete  form. 
The  antichrist  of  the  Revelation  is  a  worldly  prince,  in 
whom  the  powers  of  evil  are  concentrated.  Bearing  the 
symbolical  name  of  the  beast,  he  is  spoken  of  as  a 
delinite  historical  person  ;  and  other  hostile  beast-forms 
are  latent  in  him.  He  is  the  representative  of  heathen 
opposition  to  the  kingdom  of  Messiah.  In  the  second 
epistle  to  the  Thessalonians  the  idea  of  antichrist 
appears  in  one  of  its  early  stages  as  the  man  of  sin  and 
the  son  of  perdition  ;  but  the  person  or  thing  referred  to 
is  obscure.  The  Revelation  presents  the  same  idea  w^hen 
it  implies  a  heathen  impersonation  of  hostility  to  Chris- 
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tianity.  One  of  the  redactors  of  the  canonical  Matthew 
speaks  of  many  antichrists  ;  for  he  has  a  warning  against 
false  Christs  or  Messianic  pretenders  arising  out  of  Ju- 
daism (chapter  xxiv.).  Thus  plurality  is  attached  to 
the  idea.  The  name  antichrist  occurs  first  in  John's 
epistle,  where  a  plurality  of  persons  so  called  spring 
from  the  bosom  of  the  Christian  Church.  When  the 
proper  humanity  of  Christ  was  denied,  the  hostile  ele- 
ment was  found  in  the  many  antichrists  of  Gnosticism. 
The  later  New  Testament  writings  find  antichrist  m 
false  doctrine,  neither  in  heathenism  nor  Judaism,  nor 
in  a  single  person  representing  them.  False  teachers  or 
heretics  are  the  antichrists  of  the  Johannine  epistles. 

Need  we  add,  that  the  imeum.atology  of  the  Revelation 
agrees  with  that  of  the  apostolic  writings,  and  contains 
no  later  ideas  than  the  Pauline?  The  power  of  the  devil 
in  relation  to  the  kingdom  of  Christ  is  presented  under 
the  same  aspect  in  the  Apocalypse  and  Paul's  epistles. 
Though  the  arch  enemy  of  man  was  vanquished  by 
Christ  at  his  first  advent,  he  was  not  subdued  for  ever  ; 
the  contest  with  him  continues  till  the  second  advent. 
This  prince  of  darkness  has  legions  of  spirits  associated 
with  himself;  and  his  conqueror  the  Messiah  must 
therefore  be  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords  ;  or,  as  it 
is  expressed  in  the  Colossian  epistle,  the  head  of  all 
principality  and  poicer. 

As  far  as  the  individuality  of  John  is  reflected  in 
the  New  Testament  and  tradition,  it  is  in  harmony  with 
the  contents  of  the  Apocalypse.  The  sons  of  Zebedee 
were  impetuous  spirits,  whose  feelings  led  them  easily 
into  excess  or  revenge.  They  wished  to  call  down  fire 
from  heaven  to  consume  the  inhabitants  of  a  Samaritan 
village,  and  begged  the  chief  places  in  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.  John  forbad  one  who  presumed  to  cast  out 
devils  in  the  name  of  Jesus.  He  was  a  Boanerges  or 
son  of  thunder,  with  a  decided  individuality,  and  an 
ardent   disposition   requiring   checks.      As   far   as   he 
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appears  in  the  iVcts  and  Pauline  epistles,  his  mind  is 
somewhat  narrow,  unemancipated  from  national  pre- 
judices. The  Quartodecimans  appealed  to  his  Jewish 
practice  about  the  passover ;  while  Polycrates  of  Ephe- 
sus  states  that  he  was  a  priest  and  wore  the  sacerdotal 
plate. ^  This  agrees  with  priestly  particulars  in  the 
seven  epistles  ;  and  if  he  were  of  a  priestly  family, 
which  is  not  improbable,  he  might  appropriate  the 
sacerdotal  insignia,  representing  himself  as  one  initiated 
into  the  mysteries  of  Jesus.  Asiatic  tradition  consi- 
dered him  as  a  mediator  between  Christ  and  the  Chiu-ch. 
He  had  the  surname  of  tlie  virgin  (compare  xiv.  4),  and 
appeared  as  an  ascetic  who  received  divine  communi- 
cations. We  cannot  tell  what  subject  chiefly  occupied 
his  mind  while  he  continued  in  Jerusalem.  Perhaps 
he  was  tracing  out  tlie  signs  of  the  returning  Messiah 
and  looking  for  the  great  future  at  hand.  But  the  dis- 
solution of  the  bond  existing  between  the  Jews  and 
Jewish  Christians  must  have  caused  him  to  feel  that  the 
place  was  no  longer  a  fit  abode.  Pie  could  have  no 
further  communion  with  the  enemies  of  Christ,  as  the 
unbelieving  Jews  were  considered.  The  very  metro- 
2:)olis  they  prided  in,  with  all  its  ancestral  renown,  was 
to  be  overthroAvn  ;  and  a  neic  kingdom  of  Israel  brought 
down  to  earth.     It  was  therefore  time  to  depart. 

After  removing  to  Asia  Minor,  he  is  described  as 
indignantly  contending  against  false  teachers  both 
Jewish  and  Gentile.  Irenaeus  states  from  Polycarp, 
that  the  apostle,  going  into  a  bath  on  one  occasion,  dis- 
covered Cerinthus  there,  and,  leaping  out  of  it,  hasted 
away,  saying  he  was  afraid  of  the  building  falling  upon 
him  and  crushing  him  with  the  heretic.  These  traits 
are  faithfully  reflected  m  the  book  before  us,  which 
betrays  an  impassioned  spirit  full  of  rage  against  the 
despisers  of  God   and   his    anointed,   with   images    of 
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dragons,  inurder,  blood  and  fire,  vials  of  wrath.  The 
souls  of  the  martyrs  invoke  vengeance  on  their  per- 
secutors ;  and  all  heaven  is  suunnoned  to  rejoice  over 
the  downfall  of  Babylon. 

In  representing  the  apostle  as  retaining  his  old 
Judaic  prepossessions,  as  one  whose  Christianity  was  of 
the  original  type,  we  are  justified  by  the  Apocalypse 
itself ;  especially  by  the  descriptions  of  the  Asiatic 
churches,  which  contain  polemic  allusions  to  Paul  and 
his  teachings.  Thus  in  the  letter  to  the  church  at 
Ephesus  we  read  :  '  Thou  hast  tried  them  lohich  say  they 
are  apostles  and  are  not,  and  hast  found  them  liars  ' 
(ii.  2).  The  address  of  the  church  of  Pergamos  has  : 
'  I  have  a  few  things  against  thee,  because  thou  hast 
there  them  that  hold  the  doctrine  of  Balaam,  who  taught 
Balak  to  cast  a  stumbling-block  before  the  children  of 
Israel,  to  eat  things  sacrificed  unto  idols,  and  to  commit 
fornication.  So  hast  thou  also  them  that  hold  the 
doctrine  of  the  Nicolaitanes,  which  thing  I  hate '  (ii. 
14,  15).  These  Nicolaitanes  or  Balaamites  (for  the 
names  are  identical)  seem  to  have  been  Pauline  Chris- 
tians. The  first  epistle  to  the  Corinthians  shows  that 
Paul  allowed  the  use  of  meats  offered  in  sacrifice  to 
idols  ;  and  the  Acts,  that  the  leading  apostles  at  Jeru- 
salem enjoined  Gentile  Christians  to  abstain  from  such, 
food.  But  these  followers  of  Paul  pushed  his  liberalism 
to  excess  ;  for  the  commission  of  fornication  is  also 
specified.  They  abused  the  doctrine  of  their  alleged 
master,  who,  while  he  boldly  proclaimed  '  all  things  are 
lawful  for  me,'  was  careful  to  enjoin  virtuous  conduct. 
In  like  manner,  an  anti- Pauline  tendency  is  perceptible 
in  the  address  to  the  church  of  Thyatira  ;  the  greater 
part  of  whom  carried  the  apostle's  principles  to  excess, 
abusing  the  liberty  allowed  to  Gentile  converts.  John 
still  acknowledges  the  legal  burden  laid  upon  them,  and 
tells  them  to  hold  it  fast. 

Besides  this  anti- Pauline  tendency  observable  in  some 
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of  the  letters  to  tlie  chiirelies — a  tendency  natural  in 
one  of  the  primitive  apostles — there  are  allusions  to  the 
existence  of  antichristian  principles  in  the  churches  of 
Smyrna,  Philadelphia,  and  Pergamos.  Paul  is  excluded 
from  the  foundation  of  the  church  ;  and  the  twelve  alone 
honoured  with  the  insertion  of  their  names  in  the  foun- 
dations of  the  wall  round  the  holy  city  (xxi.  14).  Even 
in  the  churches  of  Asia  Minor  which  Paul  had  planted, 
and  in  some  of  which  he  laboured  for  a  considerable 
time,  a  reaction  had  set  in,  through  the  presence  and 
influence  of  John.  His  apostleship  was  never  cordially 
allowed  by  the  pillars  of  the  church  at  Jerusalem, 
Peter,  James,  and  John  ;  and  the  Apocalyptic  writer 
consistently  shows  his  hostility  to  the  doctrine  of  entire 
freedom  from  the  law  of  Moses  which  the  apostle  of  the 
Gentiles  was  the  first  to  proclaim. 

The  writer's  Judaistic  position  also  stands  out  in  the 
seventh  chapter,  where  the  elde7\s,  whose  number  is  that  of 
the  twelve  tribes,  are  a  selected  body  representmg  the 
faithful  Church  of  God  on  earth,  and  sit  upon  thrones 
immediately  surroundmg  Jehovah's,  as  assessors  with 
judicial  functions.  They  are  the  elect,  the  first-fruits 
to  God  and  the  Lamb  (vii.  4,  5  ;  xii.  1 ;  xxi.  12).  On 
the  other  hand,  the  saved  heathen,  though  a  great  mul- 
titude, are  farther  from  the  Almighty's  throne,  and  dis- 
tinguished from  the  former  (vii.  13).  They  are  the 
crowd,  an  appendix  as  it  were  to  the  representatives  of 
the  faithful  people.  Thus  complete  equality  is  not 
assigned  to  Jews  and  Gentiles.  Though  both  are  ad- 
mitted into  the  Messianic  kingdom  and  new  Jerusalem, 
the  latter  are  put  m  the  second  rank.  It  is  true  that 
the  144,000  presented  to  view  in  vii.  1-9  ;  xiv.  1-5  ; 
XV.  2—4  may  be  regarded  as  the  whole  multitude  of 
Christians  collected  out  of  nations  and  peoples  ;  yet 
even  there  the  universalism  has  a  Judaismg  aspect,  since 
the  number  of  believers  is  classified  according  to  the  old 
division  of  the  twelve  tribes,  and  ever}'  Christian  is  put 
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into  one  tribe  or  other.  The  title  to  the  kingdom  of 
God  is  bound  up  with  such  classification.  When  they 
become  Christian  the  heathen  are  enrolled  among  the 
twelve  tribes.  Thus  their  formulising  proves  the  apo- 
stle's Judaistic  view. 

The  opinion  just  given  of  the  difference  between 
the  144,000  and  the  mnumerable  multitude  appears  the 
only  tenable  one,  notwithstanding  the  argument  of 
Hilgenfeld  in  proof  of  their  identity.  It  would  be  an 
anomalous  thing  to  specify  the  number  of  the  sealed  as 
144,000  and  to  add  immediately  the  seer's  vision  of  a 
multitude  which  no  man  could  number^  if  the  two  com- 
cided.  Dusterdieck,  Volkmar,  and  Krenkel  rightly 
separate  them.  The  144,000  appear  again  in  xiv.  1,  etc. 
without  mention  of  the  countless  number  of  Gentile 
Christians.  As  primitive  Christianity  was  developed 
out  of  Judaism,  its  victory  assumes  in  the  Apocalypse 
the  outward  form  of  a  kingdom  co-extensive  with  the 
world  itself ;  with  Christ  reigning  in  the  royal  city  of 
Jerusalem  ;  no  longer  the  old  apostate  Jerusalem  which 
crucified  the  Lord  and  is  called  Sodom  and  Egypt  on 
that  account,  but  purified  and  transformed.  Though  a 
partiality  for  the  Jews  exists,  and  the  twelve  tribes  re- 
appear in  the  new  Jerusalem  in  splendour  and  glory,  the 
apocalyptist  regards  Christians  as  the  only  orthodox 
Jews,  having  the  commandments  of  God  and  the  testi- 
mony of  Jesus.  They  are  an  elect  Jewish  church  which 
admits  the  heathen  into  their  communion.  The 
nationality  of  John  had  assumed  a  Christian  form. 
Having  abandoned  empirical  Judaism  by  teaching  that 
the  Judaism  which  embraced  Christ  was  tlie  only  genuine 
one,  he  was  a  Jewish  Christian  of  the  early  type. 

It  is  plain  from  xii.  1,  etc.  that  John  did  not  dream 
of  the  conquest  and  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  so  that 
he  knew  nothing  of  the  prophecy  contained  in  the 
twenty-fourth  chapter  of  Matthew's  gospel.  On  the 
contrary,  he  expects  that  Jerusalem  will  be  preserved 
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witli  its  temple,  and  that  its  inhabitants  will  be  converted. 
Though  spiritually  called  Sodom  and  Gomorrha,  it  is 
nevertheless  the  beloved  city  renewed  and  purged. 

These  remarks  prove  the  thorough  incorrectness  of 
Canon  Farrar's  assertion  that '  the  essence  of  the  teachina: 
of  both  apostles  (John  and  Paul)  on  all  the  most  impor- 
tant aspects  of  Christianity  is  almost  exactly  the  same.'  ^ 
A  first  principle  in  the  right  apprehension  of  the  New 
Testament  is  the  wide  distmction  in  the  doctrinal 
teaching  of  the  original  apostles  and  Paul — a  distinction 
that  remained  throughout  their  lives. 

Two  passages  are  quoted  as  adverse  to  apostolic 
authorship,  viz.  xviii.  20  and  xxi.  14.  In  the  former, 
the  writer  speaks  of  the  holy  apostles  and  prophets 
rejoicing  over  the  fall  of  Babylon  ;  in  the  latter,  of  the 
names  of  the  twelve  apostles  being  inscribed  on  the 
foundations  of  the  walls  of  new  Jerusalem.  It  is  argued 
that  the  apostle  would  not  speak  of  the  holy  apostles. 
The  right  reading,  '  ye  saints,  apostles,  and  prophets,' 
dissipates  the  argument  founded  upon  the  passage.  As 
to  the  latter,  the  language  is  not  very  different  from  that 
in  1  Cor.  iii.  10,  where  Paul  speaks  of  himself  as  a  wise 
master-builder  laying  the  foundation  of  the  church  at 
Corinth.  Why  then  should  not  John  speak  of  himself 
as  one  of  the  foundations  ?  Is  it  inconsistent  with 
modesty  ?  If  so,  did  not  Zebedee's  sons  covet  the  two 
highest  places  in  Christ's  kingdom  ?  A  comparison  of 
Paul's  own  language  in  the  epistles  to  the  Corinthians 
and  Galatians  shows  that  he  never  lost  the  feeling  of 
conscious  dignity  implied  in  the  apostolic  office,  though 
he  retained  his  Christian  humility.  And  surely  the 
consciousness  of  a  like  dignity  was  not  less  among  the 
primitive  apostles,  as  we  infer  from  2  Cor.  xi.  5  ;  xii. 
etc.  Neither  passage  can  shake  belief  in  the  apostolicity 
of  the  work.  Another  objection  to  the  Johannine  au- 
thorship of  the  Apocalypse  is  founded   upon  the  view 

^  Life  and  Work  of  St.  Paul,  vol.  ii.  p.  406. 
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which  the  writer  takes  of  Christ's  person.  Hoekstra  and 
Scholten  argue  that  a  disciple  in  personal  contact  with 
the  master  could  not  have  spoken  of  his  divinity  as  he 
does,  but  only  of  his  simple  humanity.  In  answer  to 
this  we  remark,  that  Christ  is  not  described  as  God  but 
'  the  beo'mnino:  of  the  creation  of  God  '  or  the  first 
created  being  (iii.  14).  Agreeably  to  this,  he  appears 
by  implication  as  an  angel  in  various  parts  of  the  book. 
In  the  fourteenth  chapter,  immediately  after  he  is  por- 
trayed as  a  lamb  standing  on  mount  Sion,  another  angel 
appears  in  the  midst  of  heaven,  etc.,  alluding  to  an  angel 
mentioned  before,  that  is,  to  the  lamb.  The  chapter 
speaks  of  the  lamb  who  is  afterwards  styled  the  Son  of 
man  being  accompanied  with  six  angels,  he  himself 
being  the  head  or  chief  of  them.  The  twenty- second 
chapter  identifies  the  angel  that  showed  John  the  holy 
city  with  Christ;  for  the  description  passes  from  his  re- 
presentative to  the  Messiah  without  distinction.  The 
same  that  refuses  John's  M^orship  and  bids  him  not  to 
seal  the  prophetic  book  says  forthwith,  '  Behold  I  come 
quickly  and  my  reward  is  with  me,'  etc.  etc.  (xxii.  12). 
Thus  the  Apocalypse  makes  Christ  the  first  created 
angel ;  and  if  it  was  believed  that  angels  appeared  in 
the  form  of  men,  as  we  know  they  did  from  the  book 
of  Tobit,  it  is  not  improbable  that  John  thought  of  the 
master  he  saw  as  an  incarnation  of  the  first-born  angel. 

We  may  suppose  that  time  changed  the  apostle's 
ideas  respecting  him  whom  he  had  formerly  known,  and 
given  them  a  higher  range.  The  disciples  did  not  un- 
derstand their  master  while  he  was  on  earth.  Not  till 
he  was  withdrawn  did  their  thoughts  take  a  new  direc- 
tion. Reflecting  upon  the  wonderful  one,  they  naturally 
exalted  him  ;  assigning  him  a  divine  nature  and  rank. 
His  person  was  idealised.  The  imaginative  mind  of 
John  was  specially  prone  to  such  views.  Poetry  ele- 
vates and  magnifies. 

It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  remark,  that  the  expres- 
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sion  'throne  of  God  nnd  of  the  Lamb  '  (xxii.  1)  does 
not  involve  the  deity  of  Christ.  The  tlironcs  of  the 
Fatlier  and  the  Son  arc  separated  in  iii.  21. 

The  appellations  Woj-d  of  God  and  Alpha  and  Omega 
are  consistent  with  a  created  being,  as  will  be  shown 
hereafter;  so  that  the  book  presents  no  portrait  of  Christ 
which  makes  him  truly  God  or  uncreated. 

So  far  we  have  endeavoured  to  keep  the  evidence 
for  apostolic  authorship  distinct  from  the  fourth  gospel. 
But  they  cannot  be  separated.  Both  works  have  long 
been  current  in  the  Church  under  the  name  of  John  ; 
and  comparison  is  necessary  to  a  full  knowledge  of 
either.  Their  authorship  cannot  be  properly  investi- 
gated without  such  mutual  references  as  will  place  general 
characteristics  and  individual  points  in  a  better  light. 
It  will  not  satisfy  the  demands  of  criticism  to  assume 
the  non-authenticityof  the  gospel  from  the  authenticity 
of  the  Apocalypse  or  the  reverse,  because  respectable 
scholars  still  maintain  identity  of  authorship.  Having 
shown,  as  clearly  as  the  nature  of  the  question  allows,  that 
the  one  was  composed  by  the  son  of  Zebedee,  it  remains 
for  the  critic  to  bring  into  view  resemblances  and  dis- 
crepancies in  proof  of  identity  or  diversity. 

The  christology  of  the  Apocalypse  is  apparently  in 
unison  with  that  of  the  gospel.  The  latter  describes 
Jesus  as  the  incarnate  wisdom  of  God,  and  the  former 
uses  language  of  similar  import  (iii.  14,  20).  His  pre- 
existence  is  asserted  in  the  gospel,  as  it  is  in  Apoc. 
iii.  14.  The  appellation  Word,  distinctive  of  person, 
occurs  only  in  the  gospel,  first  epistle  of  John,  and 
Apocalypse. 

Christ,  or  God,  is  often  termed  the  true ;  so  in  the 
gospel  Christ  is  called  the  true  light ;  and  God  is  the 
true  God  in  the  first  epistle. 

In  Apoc.  ii.  17,  Jesus  promises  believers  the  hidden 
manna  ;  in  the  gospel,  he  is  the  true  bread  from  heaven 
(vi.  32). 

VOL.  I.  S 
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Christ  is  often  styled  in  our  book, a  lamh',  an  epithet 
applied  to  him  nowliere  except  in  the  fourth  gospel. 

In  the  Apocalypse,  it  is  said  of  the  Jews  who  reject 
Jesus,  that  they  are  not  true  Jews  (iii.  9)  ;  so  in  the 
fourth  gospel  (viii.  39,  40). 

In  ii.  11  a  promise  is  made  to  liim  that  overrometh 
that  he  shall  not  be  hurt  by  the  second  death  ;  in  the 
fourth  gospel,  it  is  said  of  him  that  keeps  Jesus's  word 
that  he  shall  never  see  death  (viii.  51). 

In  xiv.  15  a  call  is  addressed  to  the  angel  to  thrust 
in  his  sickle  and  reap,  because  reaping-time  is  come 
and  the  harvest  of  the  earth  is  ripe.  In  the  gos  )el, 
Jesus  says  to  his  disciples,  '  Look  on  the  fields  ;  for  they 
are  white  already  to  harvest,'  iv.  35. 

The  favourite  expression  to  testify  and  testimony  ^  of 
the  gospel,  in  the  sense  of  declaration  respecting  tlie 
Saviour,  public  profession  and  declaration  of  belief  in 
him,  is  common  in  the  Apocalypse.  Compare  gospel 
i.  7,  19  ;  iii.  11,  32,  33  ;  v.  31-36  ;  viii.  13,  14;  xviii.  37; 
xxi.  24.  Epistle  v.  9  thrice,  10, 11.  Rev.  i.  2,  9;  vi.  9; 
xii.  11,  17  ;  xix.  10  ;  xx.  4  ;  xxii.  18,  20. 

The  use  of  to  conquer  ^  in  the  sense  of  overcoming 
the  evil,  opposition,  and  enmity  of  the  world,  with  the 
implication  of  remaming  faithful  and  active  in  the 
Christian  cause,  is  peculiar  to  John  and  the  Apocalypse. 
Gospel  xvi.  33.  Epistle  ii.  13,  14  ;  iv.  4  ;  v.  4,  5. 
Apoc.  ii.  7,  11,  17,  26  ;  iii.  5,  12,  21  ;  xii.  11  ;  xiii.  7  ; 
xxi.  7. 

Countenance^  in  the  sense  of  human  visage,  is  only 
found  in  gospel  xi.  44,  and  Rev.  i.  16. 

To  keep  the  word,^  is  frequent  in  John's  gospel  and 
epistle  ;  the  same  occurs  in  the  Apocalypse. 

To  tabernacle  ^  is  used  in  gospel  i.  14,  and  Apoc.  vii. 
15  ;  xii.  12  ;  xiii.  6  ;  xxi.  3. 

'  fxapTvpeo)  and  fiapTvpia.  ^  viKav. 

*  o'^is,  *  T-qpeiv  TOP  \6yop. 
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To  slay,^  is  employed  in  epistle  iii.  12,  twice ;  also  in 
Rev.  V.  6  ;  vi.  4,  9,  12 ;  xiii.  3,  8  ;  xviii.  24.  It  is  found 
nowhere  else. 

To  have  part, '^  is  used  in  gospel  xiii.  8  ;  and  Apoc. 
XX.  6. 

To  walk  with  one?     Gospel  vi.  Q^  ;  Apoc.  iii.  4. 

Hereafter.^  Gospel  i.  52;  xiii.  19  ;  xiv.  7;  Rev.  xiv. 
13.     Elsewhere  only  in  Matthew. 

To  labour,^  with  the  idea  of  fatigue.  Rev.  ii.  3; 
gospel  iv.  6. 

To  speak  with  one.^  Gospel  iv.  27;  ix.  37;  xiv.  30; 
Rev.  i.  12  ;  iv.  1  ;  x.  8  ;  xvii.  1 ;  xxi.  9,  15  Not  else- 
where except  once  in  Mark  vi.  50. 

Heaven,^  in  the  gospel  and  epistle,  has  almost  always 
the  article;  less  frequently  elsewhere.  The  same  remark 
applies  to  Christ.^ 

Lord,  thou  knowest.^  Gospel  xxi.  15-17  thrice;  Rev. 
vii,  14. 

He  ansivered,  saying}^  Gospel  i.  26;  x.  33;  Rev.  vii. 
13. 

The  frequent  use  of  light,  to  enlighten,  glory,  to 
appear, ^^  and  the  like,  in  a  tropical  sense,  shows  a 
similar  colouring  of  style  in  the  gospel,  epistle,  and 
Apocalypse. 

The  comparison  of  Christ  with  a  bridegroom  in 
gospel  iii.  29,  should  be  placed  by  the  side  of  Rev. 
xix.  7;  xxi.  2;  xxii.  17,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  dic- 
tion. So  of  the  water  of  life.  Rev.  xxi.  6  ;  xxii.  17  ; 
and  gospel  iv.  10  ;  vii.  37;  of  hungering  and  thirstmg, 
Rev.  vii.  16  ;  gospel  vi.  35.  The  image  of  cup  for  suf- 
fering, trial  (gospel  xviii.  11)  is  very  common  in  the 

^  TTf piTTarelv  jxerd  rivos.  *  aTra/jri. 

*  KOTTido).  "  XaXeTi'  /xerd  rivos. 

'  ovpavos.  ^  6  Xpicrros. 

'  Kvpie,  (TV  ol8as.  *°  dnfKp'idr)  \(ya>v. 
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Apocalypse.  The  image  of  Christ  as  a  shepherd,  gospel 
X.  1,  appears  in  Rev.  vii.  17. 

AftC7'  these  things,''  for  the  most  part  as  a  mere  for- 
mula of  transition,  is  a  striking  feature  of  resemblance 
between  the  Apocalypse  and  gospel,  as  gospel  m.  22; 
V.  1,  14;  vi.  1;  vii.  1;  xiii.  7;  xix.  38;  xxi.  1.  Apoc. 
i.  19 ;  iv.  1 ;  vii.  1,  9  ;  ix.  12  ;  xv.  5;  xviii.  1;  xix.  1; 
XX.  3.  Luke  employs  the  same  formula  but  not  so  fre- 
quently. 

The  Apocalypse  has  often  Hebrew  words,  with  a 
Greek  explanation.  This  is  also  done  in  the  gospel,  as 
Rev.  iii.  14  ;  ix.  11  ;  xii.  9  ;  xx.  2  ;  xxii.  20  ;  gospel 
i.  39,  42,  43  ;  ix.  7  ;  xix.  13,  17,  and  is  not  so  frequent 

elsewhere. 

To  write,  followed  by  the  preposition  to,^  before  a 
noun  signifying  the  object  on  which  the  writing  is  made, 
is  peculiar  to  the  Apocalypse  and  gospel.     Apoc.  i.  11  ; 

gospel  viii.  6,  8. 

The  doctrine  of  perseverance  is  common  to  both 
writings  and  is  expressed  in  the  same  manner.  Com- 
pare Rev.  iii.  12  ;  epistle  ii.  19  ;  gospel  vi.  37. 

The  use  of  to  signify  ^  deserves  notice.  Gospel  xu. 
33  ;  xviii.  32  ;  xxi.  19  ;  Apoc.  i.  1. 

The  neuter  gender  is  used  to  denote  rational  bemgs, 
in  gospel  vi.  37,  39  ;  xvii.  2,  10.  So  creature,^  m  Rev. 
v.  13  ;  every, ^  xxi.  27. 

John  alone  has  given  an  account  of  piercmg  Jesus' s 
side. with  a  spear,  to  which  he  applies  the  prediction  in 
Zech.  xii.  10.  Apoc.  i.  7  exhibits  the  same  Greek  ver- 
sion of  the  Hebrew  as  the  gospel  does.  The  version 
beino-  a  new  one,  not  that  of  the  Seventy,  betrays  the 
same  hand  in  both. 

In  Apoc.  vii.  15,  he  that  sits  upon  the  throne  is  said 
to  dwell  among  the  saints  ;  an  idea  similar  to  that  in  the 
gospel  xiv.  23,  where  the  Father  and   Son  are  said  to 


fX€Th  raira.  '  yp6(P(iv  followed  by  (h.       ^      _     '   irrjixaivio. 
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tdke  lip  their  abode  with  the  believer.    The  same  thought 
is  in  Apoc.  iii.  20  ;  xxi.  22  ;  xxii.  5. 

The  manner  of  writing  in  the  Apocalypse,  often  re- 
minds one  of  that  in  the  fourth  gospel  and  first  epistle, 
wdiere  the  same  idea  is  expressed  positively  and 
negatively  ;  and  there  is  a  certain  parallelism  of  thought 
and  expression. 

More  sjDecimens  of  resemblance  have  been  collected 
by     Donker-Curtius,^     Dannemann,^     Kolthoff,^    and 
Stuart^  to  prove  identity  of  authorship.     But  the  most 
strikmg  and  plausible  have  been  given,  and  the  reader 
must  judge  of  their   validity.     Some   are  far-fetched. 
Stuart's  list  needs  sifting,  because  he  does  not  scruple  to 
use  the  21st  chapter  of  the  fourth  gospel  throughout,  as  if 
it  were  a  genuine  part  of  the  work,  though  Liicke  and 
others  prove  that  it  is  not.  It  is  easy  to  see  the  weakness 
of  Stuart's   reasoning  when  he  asserts   that   John  is 
familiar  with  the  neuter  noun  lamb  ;  ^  whereas  it  occurs 
but  once  in  the  gospel,  and  that  in  the  21st  chapter.    In 
short,  his  examples  sometimes  fail  to  support  his  asser- 
tions ;  as  under  the  head  of  Christ's  omniscience^  where 
some  irrelevant  places  are  quoted  from  the  gospel  and 
Apocalypse.       Yet    after  every   reasonable   deduction, 
enough  remains  to  prove  that  the  correspondences  are 
not   accidental  ;  they  either  betray  the  same  author  or 
show  that  the  one  was  influenced  by  the  ideas  and  lan- 
guage of  the  other.     The  true  explanation  is  the  last. 
The  later  writer  knew  the  earlier  work  and  used  it. 
Some  expressions  in  the  gospel  remind  the  reader  at 
once   of  similar   ones    in   the    Revelation  ;    but   these 
specimens  of  borrowed  accord  are  not  important  ;  and 
detract  little  from  the  fundamental  dissimilarity  of  the 

^  De  Ajjocali/psi  ah  indole,  doctrina  et  scinbendi  genere  Johannis  apostoli 
nun  abhorrent e,  1799. 

*  Wer  ist  der  Verfasser  der  Off enharung  Johannis?     1841. 
^  Ajmcalypsis  Joanni  apostolo  vindicata,  1834. 

*  A  Cf>7nmentary  on  the  Apocalypse,  2  vols.  1845,  vol.  i. 
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two  productions.  Comparison  brings  out  gi-eater  un- 
likeness  than  the  opposite.  It  is  even  difficult  to  com- 
pare them,  because  they  are  so  different.  Visions  and 
revelations,  angels  and  superhuman  figures,  dramatic 
scenes  which  usher  in  the  dread  coming  of  Christ  to 
destroy  his  people's  persecutors  and  establish  the 
blessedness  of  the  saints,  are  remote  from  glunpses  of 
the  incarnate  word  in  his  brief  sojourn  on  earth,  the 
world's  hatred  of  its  true  light,  its  only  life-giving  power, 
its  one  access  to  God  ;  extremely  remote  from  the  theo- 
logical discourses  and  sublime  prayer  of  the  only-be- 
gotten Son.  But  the  affinities,  such  as  they  are,  need  not 
be  explained  away,  nor  their  full  force  attenuated. 

The  internal  relation  of  the  two  books  to  one 
another  rather  than  their  external  form  shows  the 
side  on  which  originality  lies.  The  Apocalypse  ex- 
hibits a  tendency  akin  to  what  is  known  as  Chris- 
tianity in  its  first  stage,  or  Ebionitism  ;  whereas  pro- 
gression belongs  to  the  gospel.  The  development  of 
the  religious  conception  commonly  begins  with  the  sen- 
suous and  concrete,  which  it  seeks  to  spiritualise  and 
make  abstract.  It  needs  no  argument  to  prove  that 
the  ideas  and  expressions  common  to  the  two  works 
have  a  more  spiritual  bearing  in  the  gospel.  The 
evangelist  pur])osely  a(lo])ts  the  apocalyptic  forms  even 
after  their  original  signification  had  been  laid  aside. 
He  wished  his  work  to  pass  for  that  of  the  apostle. 

The  most  marked  coincidence  is  apparently  in  the 
christology.  Here  three  particulars  bear  considerable 
resemblance  to  the  fourth  gospel,  viz.  Christ's  designa- 
tion as  the  beginning  of  the  creation  of  God  -^  the  attri- 
bution to  him  of  the  name  Jehovah  ;  and  the  appel- 
lation, Word  of  God}  The  first  implies  his  pre-exis- 
tence.  As  it  has  parallels  in  the  Pauline  epistles,  we 
think  it  hazardous,  with  Zeller,  to  regard  the  phrase  as 
a  mere  honorary  title  rather  than  a  doctrinal  predicate. 

'       «'JY7  rrjs  ktI(T(u}s  roii  0«ov.  •   6  Xdyos  Toi  Otov. 
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Though  it  be  obscure,  it  is  best  to  take  it  in  the  sense 
of  the  Jirst  created  being  or  the  highest  creature.  But  the 
fourth  gospel  makes  the  Logos  or  Word  to  h^Yt  formed 
all  tiling.'^.  Again,  Jesus  or  the  Messiah  is  expressly 
termed  tlie  Alpha  and  Omega,  which  is  a  periphrasis  for 
f Jehovah  ;  and  the  new  name,  which  none  knows  but 
himself,  is  the  unutterable  name,  the  Shem  hampliorash. 
The  name  does  not  imply  that  the  nature  of  Jehovah 
belongs  to  Messiah.  It  is  an  old  Rabbinic  tradition,^ 
that  the  appellation  Jehovah  belongs  to  three  things,  the 
Messiah,  the  righteous,  and  Jerusalem  ;  which  is  proved 
by  Jerem.  xxiii.  6;  Isai.  xliii.  7;  Ezek.  xlviii.  35.  The 
apocalyptist  probably  alludes  to  this  tradition,  because 
the  faithful  are  represented  as  having  the  name  of  God 
and  of  the  new  Jerusalem,  and  the  new  name  of  Messiah 
written  on  their  foreheads,  which  name  is  Jehovah. 
The  angel  Metatron  ^  in  Jewish  doctrine  is  also  called 
Jehovah  ;  showing  that  the  title  is  given  to  creatures. 

The  Messiah  is  called  the  Word  of  God  in  the  Apoca- 
lypse (xix.  13)  ;  in  the  gospel  he  is  the  Word  abso- 
lutely. The  two  phrases  show  a  different  theological 
standjDoint  ;  the  former  savouring  of  Palestmian,  the 
latter  of  Alexandrian,  metaphysics.  The  one  is  the 
well-known  3£emra  of  Jehovah  ^  so  frequent  in  the  Tar- 
gums  ;  the  other  resembles  Philo's  idea. 

Similarity  of  expression  has  led  some  critics  to  as- 
sume greater  agreement  between  the  descriptions  of 
Christ  in  the  gospel  and  Apocalypse  than  really  exists. 
The  heavenly  nature  and  pre-existence  of  Messiah  was 
a  later  Jewish  doctrine,  which  was  gradually  taken  into 
the  circle  of  Christian  ideas  and  developed  there.  This 
doctrine  appears  first  in  the  book  of  Daniel,  i.e.  between 
}  70-160  B.C.  ;  and  reaches  a  higher  stage  in  the  gospel 
than  m  the  Revelation.    The  most  striking  mutual  term 

^  See  Eisenmenger's  Entdecktes  Judenthum,  vol.  i.  p.  449. 
^  Gfrorer's  Das  Jahrhundert  des  Heils,  vol.  i.  ^.  318,  319. 
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is  that  rendered  pierct^  the  new  representative  of  a 
Hebrew  verb  ^  in  Zech.  xii.  10,  which  is  applied  in  botli 
to  the  piercing  of  the  Saviour,  and  differs  from  the 
Septuagint  word.  It  is  a  precarious  thing  to  found 
identity  of  authorship  on  the  use  of  a  mere  term  ;  but 
its  connexion  is  peculiar.  We  might  conjecture,  with 
Ewald,  that  the  Septuagint  had  it  at  first  ;  but  the 
assumption  is  hazardous.  Nor  does  it  remove  the  diffi- 
culty felt  by  those  who  argue  against  identity  of  author- 
ship, to  say  that  Aquila,  Symmachus,  and  Theodotion 
translate  the  Hebrew  verb  by  this  very  apocalyptic  one  ; 
or  that  the  evangelist  refers  to  the  piercing  of  Christ's 
side  with  a  spear,  whereas  the  apocalyptist  alludes  to 
his  slaying  generally — the  extreme  manifestation  of 
hostile  belief^ 

On  the  other  hand,  the  characteristic  method  in 
which  the  wi'iter  of  the  Apocalypse  views  beings,  scenes, 
and  objects,  betrays  a  different  person  from  the  evange- 
list. His  intuitions  are  of  another  cast.  The  views  of 
the  one  are  sensuous  ;  of  the  other,  spiritual  and 
mystic.  In  the  apocalyptist,  fancy  is  creative  and 
lively  ;  calmness  prevails  in  the  evangelist.  The  ob- 
jective predominates  in  the  one  ;  speculation,  depth, 
gracious  trust,  a  loving  freedom  of  spirit,  in  the  other. 
The  one  is  introspective,  looking  at  spiritual  relations 
with  a  fine  psychological  organisation  ;  the  other  is  of 
rougher  mould,  viewing  things  in  concrete,  plastic 
forms.  Quiet  contemplation  has  full  scope  in  the 
evangelist ;  mildness  and  love  find  utterance  in  aff'ec- 
tionate  discourse.  But  the  spirit  of  the  apocalyptist  is 
stern  and  vengeful.  He  issues  cutting  reproofs,  calls  to 
repentance,  commands  and  threatens  ;  though  there 
are  rich  and  pregnant  promises  suited  to  the  majesty  of 
the  book.  According  to  the  writer  of  the  fourth  gospel, 
happiness  arises  from  faith  in  the  Saviour  on  earth  and 

^  Diisterdieck,  Handbueh  iibcr  die  Offenhannuj  Johimnis,  p.  110. 
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therefore  blessedness  is  a  present  possession  ;  according 
to  tlie  apocalyptist,  the   righteous  pray  for  vengeance, 
and  are  restored  to  life  in  the  first  resurrection  that  they 
may  reign  with  Christ  a  thousand  years.     The  gospel 
presents    an   idealising,    universalist    tendency,    which 
breaks  away  from  the  Judaic  basis  and  sets  the  Re- 
deemer's person,  grace,  and  truth,  over  against  Moses, 
proclaiming  the  former  as  the  life  and  light  of  the  world. 
In   the   Apocalypse,    Christ   is    the   conqueror   of  his 
enemies  ;  and  his  power  is  exhibited   more   than  his 
grace.     His  coming  to  reign  outwardly,  rather  than  his 
spiritual  abode  in  the  heart,  fills  the  mind  of  the  seer. 
J)esides,    a   sharp,    definite,   decisive    tone    appears  in 
sentences  short,  unconnected,  without  internal  pliancy. 
The  evangelist's  mode  of  writing  has  a  circumstantiality 
foreign  to  the  apocalyptist.     It  is  difiicult  to  make  this 
argument  palpable,  because  it  rests  in  part  on  subjective 
tact  and  taste,  so  that  its  reality  can  be  felt  more  easily 
than  described.     Based  on  a  careful  survey  of  the  litera- 
ture that  passes  under  the  name  of  John,  it  forces  itself 
on  the  mind.     As  soon  as  one  perceives  the  difli'erence 
of  the  spiritual  elements  in  which  the  evangelist  and  the 
apocalyptist  move,  their  characteristic  modes  of  appre- 
hension and  the  views  they  take  of  religious  phenomena, 
expressed  in  different  styles  and  diction,  he  infers  that 
the  one  cannot  be  identified  with  the  other.    Power  and 
niajesty,  poetic  energy  and  fancy,  are  hardly  consistent 
with  a  philosophic  idealism  permeated  and  occasionally 
concealed  by  emotional  tenderness.     The  fervour  of  the 
evangelist  is  not  fiery  ;  it  is  subdued  by  love.     A  charm 
lies  in  his  composition.     He  has  refinement  and  philo- 
sophical culture.     A   solemn   grandeur   and   sensuous 
symbolism  appear  in  the  Apocalypse.     Can  any  reader 
doubt  that  the  long  series  of  plagues  preceding  the  com- 
ing of  the  Lord,  and  introduced  by  demoniacal  beings 
such  as  scorpion-like  locusts  or  lion-headed  horses,  with 
fire  smoke  and  brimstone  issuing  out  of  their  mouths, 
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and  strange  riders  upon  them,  is  objective  and  artificial 
imagery  foreign  to  the  evangelist's  idiosyncrasy  ? 

These  observations  prepare  the  reader  to  find  tlie 
doctrinal  type  of  the  book  before  us  unlike  tliat  of  the 
fourth  gospel.  In  eschatology,  it  has  a  first  and  second 
resurrection,  a  thing  unknown  to  other  parts  of  the 
New  Testament.'  In  like  manner,  the  idea  of  antichrist 
difi'ers  in  the  Apocalypse  and  first  epistle  of  John.  The 
antichrist  of  the  former  is  a  notable  instrument  of  Satan ; 
\  the  antichrist  of  the  latter  is  a  plurality  of  persons  who 
destroy  Christianity  from  within.  The  term  is  applied 
to  false  teachers,  and  therefore  antichrist  is  said  to  have 
already  appeared.  The  antichrist  of  the  apocalyptist  is 
outside  Christianity,  a  power  that  hates  both  Jews  and 
Christians. 

The  doctrine  of  redemption,  as  far  as  allusions  to  it 
enable  us  to  judge,  is  more  Jewish  than  it  is  in  the 
gospel.  It  is  represented  by  the  strong  Jewish  figure 
of  ivashing  in  blood ;  but  other  terms  belonging  to  it, 
such  as,  lamb,  buy,  called,  freely,'^  resemble  Paul.  Early 
Christianity  was  strongly  impregnated  with  Old  Testa- 
ment ideas  of  sacrifice  and  atonement  which  were  more 
sensuous  than  spiritual  ;  and  time  was  required  for 
leavening  it  with  ])urer  conceptions.  The  love  of  God 
in  sending  his  Son  into  the  world  to  be  the  life  and  light 
of  men,  quickening  in  them  that  higher  principle  which 
sin  debases,  gradually  broke  through  the  ideas  of  pro- 
l^tiation  inherited  from  their  fathers  by  the  Jewish 
Christians. 

Though  the  apocalyptist  wrote  in  Greek,  he  followed 
Hebrew  sources,  especially  the  later  prophets,  Daniel, 
Ezekiel,  Zechariah,  fourth  Esdras,  the  Ascension  of 
Moses,  and  perhaps  the  book  of  Enoch.  He  is  so 
thorouglily  Judaic  that  there  are  examples  of  what  was 
afterwards  developed  in  a  corrupt  form  under  the  name 

'  Luijo  xiv.  14  is  no  exception.     See  Meyer. 


THE   KEVELATION.  267 

of  Kabbala  in  Judaism,  as  in  xiii.  18,  where  the  mys- 
terious number  of  tlie  beast  sounds  like  Gematria.  The 
sacred  number  seven,  which  enters  into  the  plan  of  the 
book  as  well  as  three,  savours  of  Kabbalism.  So  does 
the  description  of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  in  the  last  two 
chapters. 

The  view  of  angels,  demons,  and  spirits  is  also  Jewish, 
unlike  that  of  the  fourth  gospel.  Seven  spirits  are  said 
to  be  before  the  throne  of  the  Almighty  (i.  4),  meaning 
the  seven  highest  spirits  ;  an  idea  taken  from  the  Zoro- 
astrian  religion  into  the  Jewish,  as  we  see  from  Zecha- 
riah  (iv.  2-10),  but  modified  in  the  Hebrew  conception, 
so  that  the  seven  spirits  here  represent  the  one  Spirit  of 
God.  So  intimately  are  these  seven  associated  with  the 
Supreme,  that  gi*ace  and  peace  are  invoked  from  them. 
An  angel  interpreter  waits  upon  John  ;  seven  angels 
sound  trumpets  and  the  same  number  pour  out  vials 
full  of  the  divine  wrath  ;  an  angel  comes  down  from 
heaven  ;  an  angel  stands  on  the  sea  ;  an  angel  has  a 
book  in  his  hand  ;  an  angel  takes  up  a  great  stone  ;  an 
angel  of  the  waters  appears.  Liicke  remarks  correctly, 
tliat  the  fourth  gospel  employs  angels  on  moral  and 
spiritual  errands  only  ;  while  the  Apocalypse  places 
them  over  the  phenomena  of  nature.  It  is  inappro])riate 
to  quote,  as  Stuart  does,  the  angel  at  the  pool  of  Be- 
thesda,  in  proof  of  the  gospel  representing  angelic  con- 
trol over  the  material  elements,  because  the  passage  is 
spurious.  But  Hengstenberg  adduces  the  place,  with- 
out the  least  hmt  of  its  interpolation.  This  angelology, 
with  a  strong  likeness  to  the  apocalyptic  Daniel  and 
Enoch,  plays  an  important  part  in  the  Revelation.  We 
admit  that  the  envelope  of  visions  in  which  the  author 
clothes  his  Messianic  hopes  required  some  spiritual 
machinery  like  that  of  angels  ;  but  they  are  mtroduced 
so  frequently,  and  the  representations  of  them  are  so 
peculiar,  as  to  show  another  idiosyncrasy  than  the 
evangelist's.     The   view    of  demons    is    also    singular. 
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Three  unclean  spirits  issue  from  the  mouths  of  the  three 
confederate  beasts  ;  and  these  are  termed  the  spirits  of 
demons,  seducing  the  kings  of  the  earth  by  bringing 
them  to  join  the  antichristian  leader.  In  like  manner, 
Satan  is  conspicuous  in  the  Apocalypse ;  he  is  even 
chained  and  loosed  again  ;  he  is  the  great  dragon,  the 
arch-enemy  of  the  faithful,  the  leader  of  other  spirits  ; 
with  whom  he  is  cast  from  heaven  to  earth,  and  is  said 
to  have  accused  the  brethren  before  God  continually. 
Some  of  these  ideas  resemble  Pauline  ones,  but  are  un- 
like anything  in  the  fourth  gospel. 

The  lano-uao:e  of  the  book  is  different  from  that  of 
the  fourth  gospel.  It  departs  materially  from  the  usual 
Greek  of  the  New  Testament,  presenting  anomahes,  in- 
correctnesses, peculiar  constructions,  and  awkward  dis- 
positions of  words  which  have  no  parallel.  These 
originate  in  Hebraism;  the  Greek  being  so  moulded  by 
Hebrew  as  to  follow  its  constructions.  The  fact  does 
not  disagree  with  John's  authorship,  though  in  the  Acts 
he  is  called  an  '  unlearned  and  ignorant  man '  (iv.  13)  ; 
such  epithets  signifying  no  more  than  that  he  was  a 
layman,  destitute  of  Rabbinic  learning.  But  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  this  opinion  of  the  council  was 
formed,  deprive  it  of  all  weight. 

With  respect  to  cases,  the  unusual  licence  is  taken  of 
discontmuing  the  genitive  for  a  nominative,  as  in  iii.  12; 
xiv.  12  ;^  or  the  accusative  for  a  nommative,  as  in  xx  2.^ 
In  vii.  9  the  nominative  is  discontinued  for  the  accusative.^ 

Greek  usage  is  often  violated  in  gender  and  number, 
as  in  vi.  9,  10;  ix.  13,  14.*  Neuters  plural  take  plural 
verbs,  xi.  18;  xv.  4.  The  same  nouns  are  both  mas- 
culine and  feminine  in  iv.  3;  x.  1;  xiv.  19.^  In  xii.  5 
man  cJdld  ^  is  an  imitation  of  a  Hebrew  phrase. 

^  TTJs  Kaivrjs  'l€pov(raXr]n,  fj  Kara^alvovaa,  k.t.X, — ruv  uyicov  ol  Ttjpovmes. 

^  TOP  BpaKovra,  6  o(f)is  6  dpxaios. 

^  oxXos  .   .   .  (OTboTfs  ,  .   .  Trepi^e^Xrjpevovs , 

■*  Tcis  ^l^vxiis  .   .   .   XfyovTfs — <pa>i>fji>  ,   .   .  Xeyoira. 

*  Xijj/o'y,  Ipis.  ®  vlos  "ipfTTjv  for  "^DT   J5» 
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In  regard  to  verbs,  tlie  apocalyptist  uses  the  future 
like  the  Hebrew  imperfect,  in  a  frequentative  sense,  as 
at  iv.  9-11.  The  participle  stands  for  a  finite  tense  in 
i.  16  ;  while  the  present  passes  into  the  future  in  i.  7; 
or  into  the  })ast,  xii.  2-4.  Future  and  past  lenses  are 
strangely  mixed  in  xx.  7-10. 

In  the  syntax  of  nouns  the  plural  stands  regularly 
for  the  dual,  as  in  xii.  14.^ 

The  genitive  is  always  put  after  a  noun  to  explain  it, 
in  the  manner  of  an  adjective  ;  and  a  number  of  geni- 
tives are  linked  together  at  xvi.  19.^ 

Two  nouns  coupled  by  a  conjunction  have  each  its 
own  suffix,  as  in  vi.  11  ;  ^  ix.  21. 

The  repetition  of  a  preposition  with  each  connected 
genitive  often  occurs,  xvi.  13.* 

The  genitive  absolute  seems  wanting,  unless  there  be 
an  example  in  ix.  9,  which  is  doubtful. 

The  preposition  in  ^  is  almost  always  prefixed  to  the 
dative  of  the  instrument,  as  in  vi.  8. 

The  usage  of  the  writer  in  prepositions  and  con- 
junctions is  altogether  Hebraised.  Thus  we  have  the 
nominative  after  a,?,^  where  another  case  should  have 
stood,  iv.  1?     This  is  from  a  Hebrew  prefix.^ 

The  verb  to  teach  ^  is  followed  by  a  dative  case,  ii.  14, 
like  the  Hebrew  ;  ^^  to  avenge,  vi.  10,^^  has  a  preposition 
with  the  genitive  equivalent  to  Hebrew  usage  ;  ^^  and 
to  follow  with  (vi.  8^^)  is  also  Hebraic.  Greek  and 
Hebrew  constructions  are  strangely  intermingled  in 
xvii.  4.14 

These  examples  show  that  the  language  is  so  tho- 

^   Swo  TTTepvyes. 

^  TO  TTOTrjpiop  Tov  o'lvDV  Tov  6vp.ov  tJjs  opyrjs  Tov  Qeov. 

^  ol  avvSovXoi  avrOiV  kol  ol  aSeXcfiol  avTav. 

*  fK  TOV  O-TOjxaTOS  TOV  dpUKOVTOS  KOI  fK  TOV    aTOfXaTOS  TOV  dr]pioV  Kal    fK    TOV 

aTOfiaros  tov  "^evboTrpocpiiTov. 

*  fV.  ^     cos,  ^    i'xCOV  TTp6(T<i>nOV  cbf   UudpiOTTOS. 

1^  IP  Di^J  1'  dKo\o'v6(lv  fi€Ta,  like  "inS  "J^n. 

'*  ytfiov  ^bfXvyfxaTcov  Koi  to.  dKcWapTa. 
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roughly  Hebraistic  as  to  neglect  the  usual  rules  of 
Greek.  It  is  grammatically  irregular  and  syntactically 
harsh.  Yet  Winer  says,  '  The  irregularities  of  govern- 
ment and  apposition  which  occur  in  the  Revelation  (es- 
pecially in  the  descriptions  of  visions),  and  which  from 
their  number  and  nature  give  the  style  the  impress  of 
considerable  harshness,  are  partly  intended,  and  partly 
traceable  to  the  writer's  negligence.  From  a  Greek 
point  of  view  they  may  be  explained  as  instances  of 
anacoluthon,  blending  of  two  constructions,  co?istriictio 
ad  sensum,  variatio  structurce.  In  this  light  they  should 
have  been  always  considered,  instead  of  being  attributed 
to  the  ignorance  of  the  writer,  or  even  regarded  as  He- 
braisms ;  since  most  of  them  would  be  faulty  in 
Hebrew,  and  in  producing  many  of  them,  Hebrew  could 
have  had  but  an  indirect  influence.  But  with  all  his 
simplicity  and  oriental  tone  of  diction,  the  author 
knows  and  observes  well  the  rules  of  Greek  syntax  ; 
even  in  imitatmg  Hebrew  expressions  he  proceeds  cau- 
tiously. Besides,  examples  analogous  to  many  of  these 
roughnesses  occur  in  the  Septuaguit,  and  even  in  Greek 
authors,  though  certainly  not  in  so  quick  succession  as 
in  the  Apocalypse.'  ^  This  language  is  apologetic  to 
incorrectness.  The  same  scholar  attempts  elsewhere  to 
justify  and  parallel  what  cannot  be  done  in  the  measure 
he  proposes.^  After  all  endeavours  to  find  analogies  to 
tlie  linguistic  peculiarities  and  departures  from  good 
Greek  usage  in  the  book  before  us,  either  in  the  New 
Testament  or  classical  writers,  anomalies  of  such  nature 
and  in  such  number  present  themselves,  as  separate  the 
author  from  the  evangelist.  Hebrew-Greek  like  his  is 
unique. 

The  apologies  offered  by  some  critics  for  the  writer's 
curious  Greek  are  exemplified  in  Professor  Stuart,  who 
often  m'sapprehends  the  true  state  of  the  question.    Yet 

•  GramvKttih,  siebente  Auflao;e,  pp.  407-8. 

*  Exeyeiische  Studien,  i.  p.  154,  ef  scq. 
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be  has  to  confess  the  uniqueness  of  expressions  in  tlie 
work,  as  in  xxii.  2,  where  no  parallel  is  forthcoming;  ^ 
and  in  ii.  13,  where  he  would  drop  a  word  out  of  the 
text.^  '  Is  not  the  Apocalypse,'  he  asks,  '  the  produc- 
tion of  an  excited  state  of  mmd  and  of  the  most  vivid 
feeling  ?  Is  it  not  prophetic  poetry?  '  This  reasoning  ap- 
plied to  the  Old  Testament  prophets  would  justify  the  ex- 
pectation of  frequent  and  peculiar  Hebrew  constructions 
in  them.  Do  they  not  write  the  same  kind  of  Hebrew 
as  the  historians  and  poets  ?  Does  any  one  violate 
Hebrew  construction  extensively  because  he  was  in  an 
excited  state  of  mind  ?  We  must  not  deprive  the  apo- 
calyptist  of  conscious  calmness  when  he  wrote.  Tlie_ 
jvery  fact  indeed  of  his  writing  in  Greek  and  following 
Hebrew  so  much,  is  against  the  peculiarities  he  exhibits. 

The  characteristic  differences  now  stated  between 
the  apocalyptist  and  evangelist  should  be  considered  in 
their  bearing  on  authorship.  Perhaps  some  may  still 
think  tliem  consistent  with  identity.  But  the  argu- 
ment is  strong  against  it.  Does  not  absence  of  the 
evangelist's  characteristic  expressions,  or  of  such  at  least 
as  suit  apocalyptic  ideas,  betray  another  writer?  Does 
not  the  new  form  of  the  evangelist's  terms,  and  their 
new  applications,  show  diversity?  Thus  the  apoca- 
lyptist uses  a  noun  lamh,^  which  never  occurs  in  the 
gospel ;  the  latter  having  the  phrase  Lamh  of  God} 
The  verb  overcome^  is  common  to  the  two  ;  but  a  defi- 
nite object  accompanies  it  in  the  gospel,  as  the  world, 
the  evil  one  ;  while  the  Revelation  uses  it  absolutely. 
The  gospel  has  one  word  for  liar,^  the  Apocalypse  a 
kindred  but  not  identical  one.^  The  latter  has  the  noun 
Jerusalem^  singular  and  indeclinable  ;  the  former  plural 
and  declined.^    Behold  is  written  differently  in  the  two.^*^ 

The  phraseology  of  the  apocalyptist  is  characterised 

*  yiriv  619  eKacrros.  os. 

^  dpvlov.  *    6  diMvos  Tov  Qeoii,  ^    PiKav- 

®  ylr€i)(TTr]s,  '  ^(vSrjs.  ®  'lepovcraXrjfj., 

^  'lepoaoXvfxa.  "^  'l8ov,  i'Se. 
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by  sncli  expressions  as  17  olKovfievrj,  ol  KaTOLKOvfTeq  evrt 
rrj<;  yrj^,  17  {xctpTvpLa  'Irjaov^  6  jxapTv;  aj^plied  to  Christ, 
rj  oip-^r]  Trj<;  KTiaecoq  tov  OeoVj  6  irpajTOTOKO'?  tojv  i€.Kp(x)U, 
Kpartiv  TO  ovoyia^  Tr)v  StSa^ryi' ;  TravTOKpaTcop,  6  ap^cov  tcou 
^aa-ikiwv  T7J<;  yrj^;,  all  foreign  to  the  evangelist ;  whereas 
the  favourite  ideas  and  expressions  of  the  latter — yj 
dXyjOeia^  TToieiv  ttjv  akyjOeiav^  eivai  e/c  ttJ?  aXyjOeLa^;,  ^cor) 
aicovio<s,  o  Kocrfio'?^  6  7Tov'r)p6<;,  o  ap^oiv  tov  Kocrfjiov  tovtov, 
TO.  T€Kva  tov  Oeov.  EK  tov  &eov  eivai  or  yevvrjQrjvaL^  to. 
TEKva  TOV  hia^okov,  (TKOTLa  and  ^w?  contrasted,  Trepi- 
TTaTelv,  OeaaOat  and  Oecopelv,  Ipydt^ecrOai,  jxeueLv  and  fxovyj^ 
(jtoivelv,  iKelvoSi  ttoXiv  KaOax;,  ho^dtieaOai  and  vxjJOvcrOaL, 
Tapdaareiv,  TTapp-qcria^  TrtaTeven' — do  not  appear  in  the 
Apocalypse  or  very  seldom. 

The  diversities  now  given,  doctrinal,  theological, 
and  linguistic,  are  explained  by  apologists  consistently 
with  one  authorship.  Donker-Curtius,  KolthofF,  Dan- 
neniann,  and  Stuart  try  to  find  either  the  same  or  simi- 
lar expressions  m  both,  overlooking  those  which  are 
characteristic  ;  or  discover  reasons  for  the  diversities, 
which  amount  to  three — difference  of  subject,  of  age, 
and  of  mental  state. 

The  first  of  these  has  some  weight.  The  Apoca- 
lypse is  a  prophetic  book  in  the  main.  It  describes  the 
future  in  poetic  colours.  Yet  in  the  epistles  to  the  seven 
churches  which  are  of  the  same  character  with  John's 
first  epistle  and  should  be  a  fair  subject  of  comparison, 
diversity  is  more  prominent  than  likeness.  A  different 
tone  and  style  appear.  The  composition  s  are  characteristi- 
cally different. 

The  argument  of  age  urged  by  Olshausen  and 
Guericke  has  little  force.  Written  as  they  believe 
twenty  years  before  the  fourth  gospel,  the  Revelation 
shows  marks  of  inexperience  in  composition,  as  well  as 
of  an  ardent  temperament  and  youthful  fire.  It  is  like 
the  first  essay  of  one  expressing  his  ideas  in  a  language 
to  which  he  was  unaccustomed.     But  tlie  author  must 
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have  been  about  sixty  j^ears  of  age  when  lie  wrote,  a 
time  when  inexperience  and  youthful  fire  are  past ;  and 
the  language  of  the  Apocalypse  bears  no  evidence  of  a 
beginner's  bungling  attempt.  On  the  contrary  it  has 
the  marks  of  a  consistent  and  settled  usage — of  a  defi- 
nite type  hardly  consistent  with  the  transformation  in- 
volved in  the  linguistic  phenomena  of  the  gospel.^ 
Kolthoff' s  comparison  of  the  earlier  and  later  epistles  of 
Paul  shows  that  time  is  insufficient  to  account  for  the 
characteristic  differences  between  the  evangelist  and 
apocalyptist.  Nothing  but  the  hypothesis  of  two  per- 
sons can  explain  them  ;  and  the  alleged  analogy  is 
beside  the  mark. 

Others  find  the  chief  cause  of  diversity  in  the  phrase 
/  teas  hi  the  Spirit  (i.  10).  Thus  Hengstenberg  supposes 
that  John  was  in  an  ecstatic  state  ;  or  at  least  in  a  pas- 
sive or  receptive  condition  of  mind.  The  visions  and 
their  colouring  were  given,  says  Ebrard  ;  whereas  John's 
own  reflectiveness  appears  in  the  fourth  gospel.  His 
mind  was  active  in  the  one,  passive  in  the  other.  AVe 
object  to  this  assumption,  because  it  deprives  the  author 
of  consciousness  and  is  contrary  to  the  analogy  of  pro- 
phecy. The  Old  Testament  seers  were  never  without 
consciousness  even  in  their  highest  moments  of  inspi- 
ration. Their  own  individuality  appears,  each  retaming 
his  characteristic  peculiarities  of  conception  and  lan- 
guage. Ezekiel  and  Zechariah  had  visions  ;  yet  their 
own  reflectiveness  is  manifest.  So  it  was  with  the 
author  of  the  Revelation,  whom  we  must  not  convert 
into  an  unconscious  machine  controlled  by  the  Spirit. 
Had  he  written  down  the  visions  at  the  time  he  received 
them,  the  idea  that  he  was  overpowered  by  the  sub- 
stance of  the  communications  might  appear  more  plau- 
sible ;  but  the  fact  of  their  not  being  composed  in  Pat- 
mos  shows  that  their  present  form  proceeded  from  later 
reflection. 

^  See  Lucke's  Einleitung,  p.  664,  2nd  ed. 
VOL.  I.  T 
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We  conclude  that  whatever  deductions  be  made  on 
the  ground  that  the  work  is  prophetic  poetry  not  prose ; 
that  the  author  was  a  younger  man  when  he  wrote  the 
Apocalypse  ;  that  the  character  of  his  inspiration  was 
higher,  his  object  different ;  and  that  he  should  not  be 
restricted  to  the  same  circle  of  ideas  and  language  ; 
enough  remains  to  show  another  than  the  evangelist. 
There  are  two  idiosyncrasies,  which  minor  comcidences 
do  not  neutralise. 

The  weight  of  external  evidence  is  in  favour  of  apo- 
stolic authorship.  If  therefore  John  wrote  the  Revela- 
tion, he  did  not  write  the  fourth  gospel.  Yet  some  of 
the  ablest  German  scholars  have  doubted  or  denied 
John's  authorship.  Keim  and  Scholten  necessarily 
reject  it.  Volkmar  also  conjectures,  that  it  was  written 
by  a  disciple  of  John.  It  is  sufficient  to  refer  to  Kren- 
kel's  refutation  of  Scholten  and   Keim's  extreme  view. 

At  the  time  of  the  Reformation,  Erasmus  intimated 
his  suspicions,  thinking  it  strange  that  one  writing  reve- 
lations should  repeat  his  name  so  carefully,  I  John,  I 
John,  as  if  he  were  drawing  out  a  bond  not  a  book, 
which  is  contrary  both  to  the  usage  of  other  apostles 
and  his  own  ;  for  in  the  gospel  he  speaks  more  modestly 
and  never  gives  his  name.  When  Paul  is  forced  to 
speak  of  his  visions,  he  explains  the  thing  in  the  person 
of  another.  Erasmus  proceeds  to  say,  that  in  the  Greek 
copies  he  had  seen,  the  title  was  of  John  the  divine  not 
John  the  evamjeUst ;  and  that  tlie  language  is  not  a  little 
different  from  that  of  the  gospel  and  first  epistle.^ 
Luther  speaks  more  decidedly  against  the  apostle's 
authorship.  '  More  than  one  tiling  presents  itself  in 
this  book,  as  a  reason  why  I  hold  it  to  be  neither  apo- 
stolic nor  prophetic,  First  and  most  of  all,  that  the 
prophets  do  not  concern  themselves  with  visions,  but 
with  prophecy,  in  clear,  plain  words,  as  Peter,  Paul, 
and  Christ  in  the  gospel  do  ;  for  it  belongs  to  the  apo- 

'  Annotationes  in  Apocalypsin  Joannis,  Novum  Testamentum,  ed.  1,  p.  625. 
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stolic  office,  clearly  and  witliout  image  or  vision  to  speak 
about  Christ  and  his  work.  Moreover,  there  is  no  pro- 
phet in  the  Old  Testament,  not  to  speak  of  the  New, 
who  is  occupied  with  visions  throughout ;  so  that  I 
almost  imagine  to  myself  a  fourth  book  of  Esdras  before 
me,  and  certainly  can  find  no  reason  for  believing  that 
it  was  set  forth  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  Besides,  it  seems 
to  me  far  too  arrogant  in  him  to  enjoin  it  upon  his 
readers  to  regard  his  own  as  of  more  importance  than 
any  other  sacred  book,  and  to  threaten  that  if  any  one 
shall  take  aught  away  from  it,  God  will  take  away  from 
liim  his  part  in  the  book  of  life.  Moreover,  even  were 
it  a  blessed  thing  to  believe  what  is  contained  in  it,  no 
man  knows  what  that  is.  The  book  is  believed  ixx  (and 
is  really  just  the  same  to  us)  as  though  we  had  it  not  ; 
and  many  nobler  books  exist  for  us  to  believe  in.  .  .  . 
But  let  every  man  think  of  it  as  his  spirit  prompts  him. 
My  spirit  cannot  adapt  itself  to  the  production ;  and  this 
is  reason  enough  for  me  that  I  should  not  highly  esteem 
it,  that  Christ  is  neither  thought  of  nor  perceived  in  it; 
which  is  the  great  business  of  an  apostle.'^  Though  he 
used  milder  language  afterwards,  Luther  never  retracted 
his  doubts. 

Zwingii  would  not  accept  passages  in  proof  from  the 
Apocalypse,  'because  it  is  not  a  biblical  book,'  i.e.  a 
canonical  one.  CEcolampadius  and  Bucer  seem  to  have 
had  the  same  opinion.  Carlstadt  shared  their  doubts. 
Michaelis  assigned  reasons  for  the  negative  view.  Many 
others  have  followed  in  the  same  path,  including  Liicke, 
Ewald,  Neander,  Bleek,  De  Wette,  and  Diisterdieck. 
These  deserve  respect  for  their  learniiig  and  integrity; 
nor  should  any  critical  opinion  of  theirs  be  dismissed 
summarily.  De  Wette's  axiomatic  principle  is  right, 
that  if  the  apostle  wrote  the  fourth  gospel  he  did  not 
write  the  Apocalypse.  Believing  therefore  that  he  was 
not  the  author  of  the  former,  we  hold  that  he  wrote  the 

^  Prefaoe  to  the  Revelation,  1522. 

T  2  ^ 
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latter,  especially  as  external  evidence  supports  us.  The 
critical  sagacity  of  those  who  attribute  both  to  John 
cannot  be  applauded. 

Credner,  Bleek,  and  Ewald  assign  the  book  to  John 
the  presbyter — a  hypothesis  contrary  to  external  and 
supported  by  no  internal  evidence.  No  probability  be- 
longs to  the  liy|)othesis  of  Hitzig,  that  the  author  is 
John  Mark  from  whom  the  second  gospel  proceeded  ;  ^ 
his  arguments  being  based  on  analogies  of  language  and 
construction  which  are  overpowered  by  weightier  phe- 
nomena. 


TIME    AND    PLACE. 

There  is  some  difficulty  in  discovering  the  time  and 
place  of  writing.  The  prevailing  opinion  has  been  that 
the  book  was  composed  a.d.  95  or  9fi  at  Patmos,  under 
Domitian  ;  or  in  the  reign  of  Nerva  his  successor.  This 
accords  with  the  tradition  that  John  was  banished  to 
Patmos  towards  the  close  of  Domitian' s  reign,  where  he 
had  the  visions  described  in  the  book.  The  fact  of  his 
exile  to  Patmos  is  mentioned  by  Irenoeus,  Clement  of 
Alexandria,  Tertullian,  Origen,  Eusebius,  and  Jerome. 
Irena^us  calls  the  emperor  Domitian  ;  Clement  and 
Origen  style  him  the  tyrant  or  king  of  the  Romans. 
Epiphanius  makes  him  Claudius  ;  the  Syriac  version  of 
the  Apocalypse,  Nero  ;  with  which  Theophylact  agrees. 
The  author  of  the  Synopsis  concernmg  the  Life  and  Death 
of  the  Prophets,  Apostles,  and  Disciples  of  the  Lord,  said  to 
be  Dorotheus  bishop  of  Tyre,  calls  him  Trajan.  The 
oldest  form  of  the  tradition  is  in  Irena3us,  viz.  that  the 
apostle  saw  and  wrote  the  visions  towards  the  end  of 
Domitian's  reign,  in  Patmos,  to  which  island  he  had 
been  banished.  Later  writers  made  a  distinction  be- 
tween the  time  of  banishment  and  coin])osition,  referrmg 
the  latter  to  Ephesus,  after  the  emperor's  death.     The 

'    Ueber  Johannes  Marcus  und  seine  Schriften,  1843. 
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tradition  is  inconsistent  Avitli  itself  and  will  not  stand 
criticism.  Yet  we  cannot  agree  with  those  who  think  it 
unhistorical,  and  assign  its  origin  to  the  words  of  i.  9. 
The  expressions  '  for  the  word  of  God,'  '  for  the  testimony 
of  Jesus  Christ/  compared  with  their  use  in  vi.  9  ;  xii. 
11  ;  XX.  4,  imply  banishment  or  persecution. 

In  the  absence  of  external  evidence,  mternal  consi- 
derations come  to  our  aid.  The  book  shows  that 
Jerusalem  had  not  been  destroyed  ;  if  it  had,  the  cata- 
strophe could  scarcely  have  been  unnoticed.  An  event 
pregnant  with  momentous  consequences  to  the  cause  of 
truth  and  the  fortunes  of  the  early  Christians,  would 
have  been  mentioned.  There  are  distinct  allusions  to 
impending  judgment.  We  see  from  xi.  1-14,  that  the' 
holy  city  with  the  temple  was  not  destroyed  ;  for  it  is 
there  stated  that  a  part  of  it  should  perish,  while  the 
temple  is  supposed  to  be  still  standing.  Had  both  been 
destroyed,  the  fact  would  have  been  noticed.  This  is 
confirmed  by  xvii.  10  :  '  And  there  are  seven  kings  ; 
five  are  fallen,  and  one  is,  and  the  other  is  not  yet  come ; ' 
i.e.  when  the  writer  lived,  five  emperors  had  fallen,  the 
sixth  was  reigning,  and  the  other  had  not  yet  come. 
The  series  begins  with  Octavianus,  so  that  Galba  is  the 
sixth,  '  the  king  that  is.'  The  fallen  ones  are  Octavi- 
anus, Tiberius,  Caligula,  Claudius,  Nero  ;  the  seventh 
coming  one  means  returning  Nero,  as  appears  from  xiii. ' 
3,  14.  Other  critics  begin  the  series  with  Julius  Ca3sar, 
and  make  Nero  the  sixth.  This  is  the  view  of  Bertholdt 
and  Kohler.  Galba  is  then  the  seventh,  and  he  reigned 
but  seven  months.  This  reckoning  is  faulty,  since 
Julius  Cassar  was  not  an  Augustus  ;  nor  was  it  till 
Octavianus  and  his  successors  that  the  Romans  ruled 
over  Jerusalem.  Others  begin  with  Octavianus,  but 
make  the  sixth  Vespasian  ;  Otho,  Galba,  and  Yitellius 
being  passed  over.  It  is  arbitrary  to  omit  these  names. 
The  most  probable  view  is,  that  the  book  was  composed 
under  Galba  after  Nero's  death  ;  and  this   agrees  best 
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with  the  words  '  the  beast  that  was,  and  is  not,  and  yet 
is  '  (xvii.  8).  The  phrase  is-  not^  shows  that  the  person 
alluded  to  was  no  longer  living.  It  cannot  be  referred  to 
the  future  on  the  ground  that  the  prophets  employ  the 
present  for  the  future  in  predicting,  though  Stuart 
adopts  that  expedient.  The  author  is  not  predicting, 
but  simply  explaining  who  the  beast  is. 

The  early  date,  i.e.  that  soon  after  Nero,  not  the  late 
one  in  Domitian's  reign,  is  usually  allowed  at  the  present 
time.  We  fix  it  between  June  9,  a.d.  68,  when  Nero 
died,  and  January  15,  a.d.  69,  when  Galba  was 
murdered.  But  some  conservative  theologians,  like 
Hengstenberg  and  Hofmann,  cling  to  the  Domitianic 
reign,  which  most  English  commentators  adopt. 

The  place  where  John  wrote  was  Asia  Minor,  pro- 
bably Ephesus  itself.  The  visions  were  received  in  the 
barren  island,  and  afterwards  committed  to  writing  at 
Ephesus,  as  is  prpbable  from  the  past  tense  of  the  verb 
■  in  i.  9.  This  is  favoured,  among  other  circumstances, 
by  the  address  of  the  epistles  to  the  seven  churches. 

The  chief  arguments  adduced  against  an  earlier  date, 
such  as  the  time  of  Galba  or  Nero,  are  the  following  : — 

{ii.)  Nero's  persecution  did  not  extend  to  the  pro - 
vmces. 

Were  it  necessary  to  speak  of  the  extent  of  Nero's 
persecution,  we  might  refer  to  Tertullian,  who  mentions 
the  laws  ^  of  Nero  and  Domitian  against  the  Christians  ; 
an  expression,  says  Milman,''^  too  distinct  to  pass  for 
rhetoric,  even  in  that  passionate  writer  ;  and  to  Orosius, 
who  expressly  testifies  to  its  extension  beyond  Rome.^ 
But  it  cannot  well  be  maintained  that  the  Neronian  per- 
secution was  other  than  partial.  The  examples  of  suf- 
fering mentioned  in  the  epistles  to  the  seven  churches  of 

^   Commentarios. 

^   The  History  of  Christianity,  p.  188  note,  ed.  Miirdock,  New  York. 

^  '  IlomaB  Christiaiios  suppliciis  et  mortibus  afl'ecit,  ac  jier  oiuues  pro- 
vincias  pari  persecutione  excruciari  imperavit.' — Adversus  Payanos,  lib. 
Vii.  7. 
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Asia  Minor  do  not  need,  for  their  explanation,  the  ex- 
tension of  such  persecution  to  the  provinces  of  the  em- 
pire. That  a  martyr  called  Antipas  had  suffered  at 
Pergamos  even  in  Nero's  reign,  need  not  excite  surprise. 
Individual  Christians  may  have  suffered  in  the  provinces 
even  before  Nero.  Heathen  magistrates,  as  well  as  Jews, 
were  ready  to  put  forth  their  enmity,  even  when  im- 
perial edicts  forbad  injury  to  the  persons  of  Christians. 

(/>.)  It  is  also  said,  that  the  Nicolaitans  did  not  form 
a  sect  as  early  as  a.d.  68  or  69,  whereas  they  are  spoken 
of  as  such. 

Irena^us  mentions  the  Nicolaitans  in  his  time,  de- 
riving the  name  from  the  deacon  Nicolas  (Acts,  vi.), 
and  referring  the  allusion  in  the  Apocalypse  to  them. 
Other  fathers  adopt  the  same  view,  without  troubling 
themselves  about  its  incredibility.  There  is  no  proof 
that  they  were  a  sect ;  or  that  Nicolas  the  proselyte  of 
Antioch  was  its  founder.  The  writer  finds  a  resem- 
blance between  them  and  Balaam  who  taught  the 
Israelites  to  eat  things  offered  to  idols  and  commit 
adultery.  This  parallel  suggests  the  idea  that  they  were 
Paulme  Christians  who  carried  the  opinions  of  the 
apostle  to  excess — antinomians  who  abused  the  doctrine 
of  free  grace.  Instead  of  being  a  heretical  sect,  they 
were  Gentile  Christians  who  probably  constituted  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  church  in  Pergamos.  The  name 
Nicolaitans  is  symbolical,  being  formed  with  reference 
to  the  word  Balaam.  It  does  not  refer  to  the  followers 
of  one  Nicolas,  but  to  Paul  and  his  disciples ;  to  whom 
the  opprobrious  names  of  Balaam,  Nicolas,  and  Jezebel 
were  applied,  because  he  overcame  and  deluded  the  people, 
in  the  opinion  of  fanatical  Jewish  Christians.^ 

(c.)  The  condition  of  the  seven  churches  shows  that 
they  had  been  founded  a  considerable  time  ;  which  dis- 
agrees with  an*  early  date  of  the  book.     In  answer  to 

^  0^73  from  Dy  y?3  to  swallow  up  or  destroy  the  peojile ;  Ni/coXaiVai  from 
viKav  Xaov. 
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this  argument,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  Ephesian 
church  may  have  soon  left  its  first  love.  It  was  planted 
before  a.d.  61;  and  the  ardour  of  converts  is  liable  to 
cool  quickly  under  trying  circumstances.  The  patience 
for  which  they  are  commended  refers,  as  the  context 
shows,  to  the  temptations  from  corrupting  teachers,  and 
the  difficulties  attendant  on  the  faithful  exercise  of  dis- 
cipline in  the  church.  The  case  of  the  church  at 
Smyrna  was  similar. 

CLASS   OF   WRITINGS   TO   WHICH    THE    APOCALYPSE 
BELONGS. 

Parens  seems  to  have  been  the  first  who  thought 
the  book  a  prophetic  drama.  A  similar  opinion  was 
afterwards  held  by  Hartwig,  who  terms  it  a  symbolical 
dramatic  poem.  The  genius  of  Eichhorn  elaborated 
this  view  with  nuich  ability ;  so  that  the  hypothesis  of 
its  being  a  regular  dramatic  poem  is  usually  associated 
with  his  name.  He  makes  the  following  divisions  :  the 
title  i.  1-3  ;  the  prologue  i.  4-iv.  22  ;  the  drama  in 
three  acts  preceded  by  a  prelude,  iv.  1-xxii.  5.  The 
prelude  consists  of  iv.  1-viii.  5.  The  first  act  sets  forth, 
in  three  scenes,  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  the  over- 
turning of  Judaism,  and  the  Church's  weak  condition 
after  that  catastrophe  (viii.  6-xii.  17).  The  second  act 
represents  the  downfall  of  heathenism  (xii.  18-xx.  10). 
The  third  act  describes  the  heavenly  rierusalem  de- 
scending from  heaven  (xx.  1 1-xxii,  5).  The  epilogue 
contains  a  threefold  address — that  of  the  angel,  of  Christ, 
and  of  John  (xxii.  6-11).^  This  theory  needs  no  con- 
futation at  the  present  day.  It  is  ingenious  but  base- 
less. Stuart  calls  the  poem  an  epopee,  a  name  as  objec- 
tionable as  drama. 

'   Cotmnentarim   in  Apocalypsin    Joannis,  torn.  i.  p.   10,  et  seq. ;    and 
Einleit.  in  das  neueTestament,  vol.  ii.  §  190.  p.  369,  et  seq. 
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THE    OBJECT    FOR    WHICH    THE   APOSTLE   WROTE. 

The  object  of  the  writer  was  to  set  forth  tlie  imme- 
diate coming  of  the  Lord,  in  order  to  support  his  fellow- 
Christians  under  calamities  already  endured  and  still 
impending,  to  foster  hope  and  discourage  apostasy.  The 
world  had  shown  its  opposition  to  the  truth,  and  would 
exhibit  still  greater  hostility.  Hence  believers  m  Christ 
were  encouraged  to  look  for  His  speedy  reappearance, 
and  to  hold  fast  their  profession.  By  steadfast  ad- 
herence to  the  gospel,  the  redeemed  should  receive  the 
blessed  reward  which  their  Master  had  to  bestow.  The 
circumstances  seemed  sufficiently  alarming.  The  misery 
of  war,  the  terrors  of  frequent  executions,  the  per- 
plexities of  political  affairs,  anxious  hopes  and  fears  of 
the  future,  had  produced  great  excitement  among  the 
Christians,  and  especially  such  as  had  not  attained  to 
the  spiritual  views  of  Paul,  m  whose  sight  Judaism  had 
become  a  thing  of  the  past.  The  believers  in  Palestine 
and  Jewish  Christians  generally  looked  for  a  great 
revolution,  which,  beginning  with  the  purification  of 
Jerusalem  and  the  downfall  of  Rome,  should  issue  in 
the  return  of  Christ,  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  the 
judgment  of  the  world,  and  the  establishment  of  a 
Messianic  kingdom.  Their  hopes  were  raised  to  the 
highest  pitch.  Christ  indeed  had  come  once  but  that 
event  fell  short  of  their  desires.  The  humbleness  of 
his  person  disappointed  many  who  sighed  for  a  more 
glorious  manifestation.  The  heathen  seemed  to  have 
concentrated  their  strength  against  the  followers  of  the 
new  religion.  Calamities  already  endured  looked  as 
though  they  were  the  prelude  to  greater.  The  atmo- 
sphere was  lowering.  Well  might  the  disciples  of  Jesus 
tremble.  Some  had  fallen  away,  needing  repentance 
and  return  to  their  first  love.  The  weak  had  yielded 
to  temptation.     Hence  it  was  necessary  to  reprove  as 


282  INTRODUCTION   TO  THE  NEW  TESTAMENT. 

well  118  console,  to  censure  as  well  as  to  encourage.  The 
central  idea  of  the  book  is  the  Lord's  second  coming, 
which  constitutes  its  prophetic  character.  Christ  will 
soon  appear  to  destroy  His  enemies  and  reward  His  fol- 
lowers in  that  new  kingdom  which  He  is  to  establish. 
The  time  is  at  hand,  and  therefore  there  is  no  cause  for 
despair.  The  period  of  endurance  is  short.  Such  is 
the  sum  of  the  seer's  writing.  Nothing  was  better 
fitted  to  make  John's  readers  steadfast  in  the  faith.  The 
great  event  that  formed  the  consummation  of  their 
hopes,  the  expected  redemption  to  which  their  w^eary 
souls  turned  for  solace,  w^as  nigh.  The  suffering  may 
have  sorrowfully  thought  that  they  should  not  be  able 
to  stand  the  shock  of  their  enemies  ;  but  the  writer 
points  to  the  triumph  of  truth  and  righteousness.  Ex- 
alted honours,  glorious  rewards,  await  the  Christian 
soldier  who  endures  to  the  end.  The  patient  believer 
shall  receive  a  crown  of  victory,  the  Redeemer's  appro- 
val, everlasting  happiness  in  Messiah's  peaceful  kingdom. 
With  Him  he  shall  reign  continually.  The  book  arose 
out  of  specific  circumstances,  and  was  meant  to  serve  a 
definite  object.  When  tlie  lot  of  the  apostle  was  cast 
in  troublous  times,  what  better  theme  could  he  have  to 
strengthen  and  comfort  his  fellow-disciples  than  their 
Lord's  speedy  reappearance  ? 

If  the  doctrinal  idea  which  pervades  the  book  be  the 
coming  of  Christ  to  set  up  His  kingdom,  the  catastroi)lie 
which  was  to  usher  in  the  event  must  necessarily  be 
introduced.  That  kingdom  is  realised  in  the  new  Jeru- 
salem, the  conception  of  which  is  at  once  earthly  and 
heavenly.  Glorified  earth  is  the  heaven  of  the  Aj^oca- 
lypse.  This  is  inferior  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven  an- 
nounced by  Jesus.  The  new  Jerusalem  is  a  resuscitation 
of  the  old  gorgeously  renovated  and  adorned  ;  showing 
that  the  seer  could  not  divest  himself  of  sensuous  ideas. 
Heaven,  according  to  him,  is  not  a  state  beyond  the  pre- 
sent earthly  one  in  which  complete  happiness  exists;  it 
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is  another  condition  of  the  earthly.  The  present  and 
future  connningle  in  a  picture  painted  on  material 
ground. 

But  what  shall  be  said  of  the  writer's  belief  in  the 
immediate  rea})pearance  of  Christ?  Was  he  mistaken 
about  the  nearness  of  the  event?  History  has  proved 
that  he  was.  '  I  believe,'  says  an  able  lecturer  on  the 
book,  '  that  the  time  of  which  St.  John  wrote  was  at 
hand  wlien  he  wrote.  1  as  little  suppose  him  to  have 
been  mistaken  about  its  nearness,  as  I  suppose  him  to 
have  been  a  wilful  deceiver.'  If  this  be  correct,  Christ's 
coming  is  a})prehended  in  an  unnatural  and  allegorical 
sense,  for  it  is  explained  av\^ay  into  the  events  connected 
with  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  and  the  subsequent 
triumph  of  Christianity  ;  whereas  the  writer  of  the 
Apocalypse  attached  the  advent  to  that  catastrophe. 
He  did  not  suppose,  any  more  than  Paul,  that  the  one 
was  identical  with  the  other,  or  that  the  coming  of 
Christ  was  aught  else  than  personal, — for  the  pur- 
pose of  destroying  his  enemies,  and  setting  up  a  new 
kingdom  on  earth.  Far  be  it  from  us  to  entertain  the 
idea  that  the  sacred  writer  was  a  wilful  deceiver.  But 
it  is  not  inconsistent  with  apostleship  to  believe,  that 
he  and  the  early  disciples  supposed  the  time  of  their 
Lord's  return  at  hand.  Paul's  language  in  the  first 
epistle  to  the  Corinthians  shows  that  he  expected  to  be 
then  alive.  It  was  not  till  after  the  apostles,  that  Chris- 
tians generally  began  to  interpret  the  coming  of  the 
Lord  spiritually;  and  that  had  an  unfavourable  influence 
on  their  judgment  of  the  Revelation.  Millennarians 
there  still  were  who  threw  the  predicted  advent  into  the 
future  ;  but  the  higher  prevailed  over  the  carnal  view. 
Primitive  Christianity  was  developed  by  the  spiritual 
consciousness  of  the  Church  ;  and  this  development 
appears  at  its  best  stage  in  the  fourth  gospel,  the  genius 
of  which  is  adverse  to  a  second  advent. 

The  predictions  of  the  book  have  been  unfulfilled, 
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neither  is  it  likely  that  most  of  them  await  accomplish- 
ment in  the  future.  One  thing  is  prominently  expressed, 
the  hope  of  the  universal  triumph  of  the  Christian 
church,  which  may  be  accepted  as  a  well-founded  idea 
destined  to  be  realised.  But  unfulfilled  predictions  need 
not  be  a  stumbling-block  to  the  reader,  since  they  are 
not  absent  from  other  portions  of  the  New  Testament, 
as  well  as  from  the  Old.  As  the  pictures  and  ideas  of 
the  book  proceed  for  the  most  part  from  the  author's 
imagination,  no  objective  things  will  put  the  element 
of  foreknowledge  into  them.  It  is  vain  therefore  to 
look  for  secular  history  in  the  Revelation.  It  contains 
neither  a  syllabus  of  the  world's  progress  nor  of  the 
Roman  empu*e.  Neither  is  it  a  history  of  the  Church 
itself ;  a  great  event  soon  to  happen  is  portrayed.  The 
author's  horizon  is  dim  and  limited.  His  glances  at 
the  immediate  past  are  brief ;  he  does  not  dwell  upon 
the  present,  but  has  respect  to  the  near  future  where  a 
mighty  phenomenon  filled  the  sphere  of  his  vision — 
the  coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  inaugurated  by  judg- 
ments and  catastrophes  connected  with  the  downfall  of 
paganism. 

These  remarks  are  sustained  by  the  prologue  and 
epilogue.  '  Blessed  is  he  that  readeth,  and  they  that 
hear  the  words  of  this  prophecy  ;  for  the  time  is  at 
hand.'  '  The  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ  which  God 
gave  unto  him,  to  show  unto  his  servants  things  which 
must  shortly  come  to  pass.'  '  He  which  testifieth  these 
things  saith.  Surely  I  come  quickly.  Amen.  Even  so 
come.  Lord  Jesus.' 

GENEKAL    STRUCTURE. 

The  work  is  disposed  on  a  symmetrical  but  artificial 
plan,  a  knowledge  of  which  is  the  safest  guide  to  a  right 
perception  of  the  vision -drapery.  Seven  is  the  leading 
number  throughout.     There  are  seven  spirits  before  the 
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Fatlier's  throne,  seven  epistles  to  seven  cliurclies,  seven 
stars,  seven  candlesticks,  seven  seals,  seven  eyes,  seven 
horns,  seven  angels,  seven  trumpets,  seven  vials,  seven 
heads  on  the  beast,  seven  thunders.  Subdivisions  of 
this  number  are  three  and  four.  The  phases  of  the 
future  are  three, — seals,  trumpets,  and  vials.  The  first 
four  scenes  in  each  of  these  are  closely  connected,  being 
separated  from  the  following  by  a  concluding  figure. 
The  seventh  trumpet  brings  the  description  of  three 
enemies,  the  dragon,  the  beast  with  seven  heads  and  ten 
horns,  and  another  beast.  The  number  seven  is  also 
subdivided  into  three  and  a  half ;  or  a  time,  times,  and 
half  a  time  (xii.  14).  Thus  some  numbers  play  an 
important  part  in  the  arrangement  and  determine  the 
general  method  of  the  work.  The  interpreter  must 
carefully  distinguish  between  the  normal  and  the  sub- 
ordinate. Stuart  has  made  too  much  of  this  principle  of 
numerosity  as  he  terms  it,  without  a  proper  discernment 
of  the  numbers.  Instead  of  making  three  the  most 
conspicuous  in  the  author's  plan,  he  should  have  made 
seve)i.  Three  and  four  are  less  prominent,  being  parts 
of  seven.  Ten  and  twelve  do  not  belong  to  the  general 
disposition.  Zullig  is  right  in  assigning  the  cardinal 
number,^  and  his  American  accuser  wrong. 

ANALYSIS    OF    CONTENTS. 

The  apocalyptic  picture  consists  of  visions  like  those 
of  Daniel.  The  descriptions,  colours,  symbols,  figures, 
are  taken  from  the  Old  Testament  prophets,  especially 
Zechariah,  Ezekiel,  and  the  author  of  Daniel's  book. 
Fourth  Esdras  and  the  book  of  Enoch  also  suppHed 
ideas.  John  lived  in  the  Old  Testament  prophecies  of 
a  Messianic  future.  His  originality  lies  m  the  combina- 
tion of  scattered  views  and  the  artificial  construction 
of  his   book,  out  of  which  a  patent  unity  rises.     He 

'  Die  Offenharung  Johannis  voUstandig  erkldrt,  Einleitung,  p.  120,  et  seq. 
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revises  existing  apocalyptic  elements,  expands  the  great 
Hebrew  theocratic  conception,  adapting  it  to  the  pro- 
gress of  events,  and  forms  all  his  materials,  borrowed  or 
othermse,  into  a  majestic  whole  vitalised  by  the  breath 
of  a  fiery  genius. 

The  future  is  said  to  be  written  in  a  book  with 
seven  seals,  which  Christ  alone  could  open  ;  and  the 
seer  is  permitted  to  have  a  view  of  its  contents.  As 
the  seals  are  successively  broken,  calamities  befall  the 
righteous,  putting  their  fidelity  to  the  test.  After  the 
sixth,  the  believing  people  are  themselves  sealed  with 
the  name  of  God,  for  security  against  subsequent  danger. 
When  the  seventh  is  opened,  seven  angels  with  trumpets 
appear,  announcing  one  after  another  various  punish- 
ments on  the  evil  world.  The  seventh  trumpet  is 
followed  by  a  description  of  the  hellish  powers  that 
oppose  Messiah,  with  the  announcement  of  their  de- 
struction. This  is  succeeded  by  the  final  catastrophe, 
or  the  outpouring  of  the  vials  of  divine  wrath,  and  the 
decisive  battle.  Rome  falls  by  the  returning  antichris- 
tian  emperor,  who  falls  in  his  turn  before  the  Messiah  ; 
the  devil  is  chained  for  a  thousand  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  he  is  let  loose  and  besieges  the  holy  city,  but  is 
cast  into  the  lake  of  fire  and  brimstone.  Then  come 
the  resurrection,  the  general  judgment,  and  eternal 
blessedness  in  the  new  Jerusalem.  The  seals,  trum- 
pets, and  vials,  are  successive  phases  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  great  drama.  Though  parallel  in  some 
respects,  they  increase  in  intensity  as  they  near  the 
final  catastrophe. 

We  need  scarcely  say  that  the  Messianic  hopes  of 
the  seer  were  not  fulfilled  as  his  fancy  projected  them, 
though  he  did  not  utter  them  as  mere  poetry  without 
belief  in  their  realisation.  The  Jews  in  Jerusalem  were 
not  separated  and  purified,  as  John  anticipated.  All 
were  destroyed,  with  the  holy  sanctuary  and  the  city 
itself     Antichrist  did  not  return  from  the  East  in  the 
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person  of  Nero,  to  devour  and  lay  waste.  Paganism 
indeed  fell  and  Christianity  triumphed  ;  but  not  so 
soon  as  represented,  nor  in  that  fashion.  The  first  and 
second  resurrections,  with  their  associated  events,  did 
not  happen.  Nor  did  Christ  come  personally,  destroy- 
ing opposing  powers  in  order  to  set  up  his  everlasting 
kingdom.  Yet  He  came  again  by  his  spu'it.  His 
religion  conquered  heathenism.  Imperial  Rome  fell. 
The  non-fulfilment  of  the  seer's  hopes  in  one  direction 
arose  from  the  fact  that  they  were  essentially  Jewish 
Christian.  Had  they  been  of  the  purely  evangelical 
type,  they  would  have  presented  a  different  aspect. 
Without  objective  sensuousness  or  close  imitations  of 
Daniel's  visions,  they  would  have  grasped  the  living 
power  of  religion  as  Jesus  preached  it  when  He  was  on 
earth,  accompanied  with  the  Spirit's  operation  on  the 
hearts  and  lives  of  men.  Above  all,  the  universal  love 
of  God,  that  great  motive  power  which  regenerates 
mankind,  would  have  filled  John's  soul.  But  in  spite  of 
the  Judaic  Christianity  that  runs  through  the  book, 
and  the  forms  which  its  descriptions  borrow  from 
surrounding  circumstances,  a  few  great  ideas  lie  at 
the  foundation.  Stripping  oft'  the  temporal  and  indi- 
vidual characteristics  that  make  up  the  body  of  it,  we 
come  to  the  apostle's  inner  conviction,  that  evil  con- 
centrates itself  in  new  forms  ;  that  the  power  of  the 
world  however  strong,  cannot  reach  the  heart  of 
religion,  though  it  may  damage  its  outworks  ;  and 
that  good  alone,  trodden  to  the  ground  as  it  may 
be,  shall  ultimately  triumph. 

The  work  may  be  divided  mto  three  parts,  viz.  the 
introduction  consisting  of  i.-iii.  ;  the  body,  made  up 
of  a  series  of  visions,  iv.-xxii.  5  ;  and  the  epilogue, 
xxii.  6-21. 

1.  This  portion  contains  an  inscription  (i.  1-3)  and 
dedication  (i.  1-8),  with  the  direct  address,  and  letters 
to  the  seven  churches  of  Asia. 
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2.  The  body  of  the  work  may  he  divided  into  two 
parts  :  iv.-ix.,  and  x.-xxii.  5. 

3.  The  epilogue  contains  four  pieces,  viz.  the  con- 
chision  of  the  visions,  xxii.  6-9  ;  the  close  of  the  pro- 
phecy, xxii.  10-17  ;  the  seer's  final  remarks,  xxii.  18- 
20  ;  and  the  end  of  the  epistle,  xxii.  21. 

As  the  early  Christians  believed  that  Christ  would 
speedily  come  again,  and  associated  with  that  event  the 
destruction  of  his  enemies,  the  prophet  paints  the  over- 
throw of  heathenism  identified  with  the  Roman  empire. 
Tliat  empire  again  is  sjnnbolised  by  its  head  Nero,  who 
had  recently  fallen  by  his  own  hand.  The  story  that 
Nero  was  not  really  dead,  but  had  retired  to  the 
Euphrates,  whence  he  should  return  with  a  Parthian 
army,  is  described  here  by  a  Christian  poet.  The  be- 
lief in  Nero's  survival  was  widespread  among  heathens 
and  Jews.  Dio  Chrysostom  speaks  of  it  ;  and  the 
author  of  the  Sibylline  oracle  v.,  or  at  least  the  Jewish 
parts  of  it,  mentions  him  as  returning  from  Parthia  to 
which  he  had  fled.  So,  too,  the  author  of  the  fourth 
Sibylline  oracle.  The  belief  was  prevalent  in  the  latter 
half  of  the  first  century  ;  and  it  is  diflficult  to  imagine 
that  it  arose  independently  of  the  Revelation  of  John. 
Nero  is  antichrist ;  Satanic  antichrist  opposed  to  Mes- 
siah. This  interpretation  is  at  least  as  old  as  Commodian 
(a.d.  270).  The  Roman  power  is  personified  and  era- 
bodied  in  Nero,  who  should  reappear  in  the  character  of 
antichrist.  The  great  persecutor  of  the  Christians  at 
that  particular  crisis  was  readily  identified  with  anti- 
christ, because  he  elevated  himself  against  Christ,  and 
his  cruelties  had  struck  terror  into  the  pious.  Tlius  the 
Apocalypse  exhibits  the  triumph  of  Christianity  over 
paganism,  which  is  tantamount  to  its  universal  victory. 
There  is  a  gradual  prejiaration  for  the  catastrophe  which 
ushers  in  the  triumph.  Dramatic  scenes  precede  the 
consummation  ;  and  the  reader  is  led  on,  step  by  step,  to 
the  final  issue. 
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Chapters  iv.-vi.  refer  to  the  book  Iiaving  seven  seals 
which  none  but  the  Lamb  could  open.  These  seals  are 
the  signs  of  approaching  j  udgment.  After  the  seventh 
seal,  the  sounding  of  seven  trumpets  takes  place,  heral-'l- 
ing  the  advance  of  the  judgment  (vii.-ix.). 

The  10th  chapter  is  a  formal  introduction  to  the 
following  division  or  the  second  part  (xii.-xxii,).  The 
sounding  of  the  seventh  angel- trumpet  is  naturally  ex- 
pected, for  with  it  the  judgment  really  begins  ;  yet  there 
is  another  delay  instead.  The  scene  shifts  from  heaven 
to  earth.  A  mighty  angel  descends  from  heaven, 
terrifying  all  with  the  thunder  of  his  voice  (x.  1,  &c.). 
The  11th  chapter  forms  an  episode.  Before  the  seventh 
trumpet,  Jerusalem  is  warned,  and  exhorted  to  repent 
in  time.  Moses  and  Elias,  sig-nificant  of  the  law  and 
prophets,  testify  in  blood  as  witnesses  of  the  Lamb. 
The  next  vision  describes  the  enemy  of  the  Church,  or 
the  incipient  execution  of  the  judgment  (xii.-xiii.), 
which  is  succeeded  by  the  vision  of  the  seven  vials, 
that  is,  the  wrathful  judgment  itself  (xiv.-xvi.)  issu- 
ing in  the  fall  of  Babylon,  or  tlie  final  overthrow  of 
heathenism  (xvii.-xix.).  The  last  vision  relates  to  the 
New  Jerusalem,  the  consummation  and  sequel  of  the 
judgment  (xx.-xxii.). 

The  first  four  seals  are  distinguished  from  the  last 
three.  The  fifth  checks  the  ardent  hopes  of  the  Chris- 
tians, and  puts  back  the  time  of  the  end  for  a  little ;  form- 
ing an  episode  in  which  the  souls  of  martyrs  cry  for 
vengeance  on  their  heathen  persecutors.  After  the  sixth 
is  opened,  it  appears  that  men  have  not  long  to  wait, 
since  the  heathen  rulers  and  magistrates  flee  from  im- 
pending retribution.  Even  then,  however,  dominion  is 
not  given  to  the  saints.  The  scene  shifts,  and  a  new 
vision  is  interposed.  Angels  seal  the  people  of  God. 
At  the  opening  of  the  seventh  seal,  the  end  is  still  de- 
ferred. There  is  a  short  period  of  breathless  expecta- 
tion. The  import  of  the  last  seal  is  unfolded  bj^  means 
VOL.  I.  u 
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of  the  seven  trumpets  and  seven  vials,  each  bringing  the 
final  catastrophe  nearer  and  nearer.  This  repeated  post- 
ponement of  the  end  shows  the  deep  feeling  of  the 
prophet  and  serves  to  keep  expectation  alive. 

A  brief  survey  of  some  phenomena  will  throw  light 
on  the  meaning  of  the  book. 

1.  It  is  difficult  to  discover  a  connection  between 
the  11th  and  12th  chapters.  The  10th  forms  a  tran- 
sition to  the  second  part  of  the  work,  and  the  11th 
mtervenes.  The  little  book  mentioned  in  x.  1,  is  the 
same  as  the  book  in  v.  1.  It  is  a  Utile  book,  because  its 
contents  are  concentrated  in  a  focus.  What  had  hitherto 
been  idea  and  vision  to  the  prophet,  now  becomes  histo- 
rical and  actual.  The  scene  shifts  from  heaven  to  earth. 
Hence  the  seer  says  in  xii.  18  (xiii.  1),  'I  stood  upon 
the  sand  of  the  sea  ; '  ^  whereas  he  had  been  taken  up 
to  heaven  at  the  commencement  of  the  first  part  (iv.  1). 
The  preparations  for  the  impending  event  take  place  in 
heaven.  When  it  is  on  the  eve  of  accomplishment, 
earth  is  the  theatre. 

2.  The  beast  with  seven  heads  and  ten  horns  rising 
up  out  of  the  sea  symbolises  the  Roman  power.  The 
seven  heads  are  identical  with  the  seven  kings  or  em- 
perors ;  and  the  ten  horns  are  the  ten  proconsuls,  im- 
perial vicegerents  in  the  thirty  provinces.  The  head, 
slain  as  it  were,  yet  having  its  deadly  wound  healed, 
represents  Nero.  The  dragon  which  gave  power  to  the 
beast  is  Satan  (xiii.  4).  The  same  beast  is  depicted  in 
xvii.  3  as  scarlet-coloured,  full  of  names  of  blasphemy. 
The  woman  on  the  beast  is  the  great  city  Babylon  or 
Rome,  the  metropolis  of  spiritual  harlotry.  The  second 
beast,  or  the  false  })rophet  who  helps  the  first  beast,  is  a 
personification  of  heathen  prophecy,  including  magic, 
astrology,  auguries,  omens,  &c.,  supporting  the  idola- 
trous paganism  concentrated  in  Roman  imperalism.     It 

>  earddrjv  as  Tiscliendorf  rightly  reads ;  not  ia-radr),  which  Lachmann 
has. 
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is  improbable  to  refer  the  false  prophet  to  the  Emperor 
A^espasian  as  Hildebrandt  does  ;  and  all  but  absurd  to 
identify  him  with  Paul,  because  the  apostle  recommends 
every  soul  to  be  subject  to  the  reigning  sovereign  Nero, 
in  the  epistle  to  the  Romans  (xiii.  1,  &c.).  Yet  Yolk- 
mar  puts  forth  the  conjecture. 

3.  The  number  of  the  beast  is  said  to  be  the  number 
of  a  man,  66G  (xiii.  18).  This  is  made  up  of  the  numeral 
letters  in  Ccesar  Nero}  A  shorter  form  of  Nero  ^  would 
make  616,  which  is  a  very  ancient  reading  for  QQQ,  as 
we  learn  from  Irenajus.  Objection  has  been  made  to 
this  explanation,  that  the  author  writes  in  Greek  not 
Hebrew  ;  but  his  style  of  thought  is  Hebrew. 

4.  After  the  fourth  angel  sounds  his  trumpet,  a  three- 
fold woe  is  announced  in  viii.  13.  In  ix.  12  it  is  said 
that  the  first  woe,  corresponding  to  the  fifth  trumpet 
sound,  is  past  and  that  two  more  are  to  come.  In  xi. 
14  the  second  woe  is  past,  '  and  behold  the  third  woe 
Cometh  quickly.'  Yet  the  third  woe  is  not  mentioned 
afterwards.  When  or  where  did  it  come  ?  Hengsten- 
berg  affirms,  that  the  third  woe  and  seventh  trumpet- 
sound  are  in  xi.  15-19  ;  and  explains  the  pomt  arbi- 
trarily. With  Baur,^  we  find  the  third  woe  in  xvi.  15, 
'  Behold  I  come  as  a  thief.'  The  Lord's  sudden  coming 
is  identical  with  it. 

5.  Some  have  thought  that  the  11th  chapter  de- 
scribes a  catastrophe  befalling  Jerusalem,  similar  to  that 
which  afterwards  happened  to  Rome.  In  this  view, 
the  fall  of  Judaism  and  the  fall  of  heathenism  are  lead- 
ing phenomena  m  the  book.  Accordingly  Eichhorn, 
Heinrichs,  and  others  suppose  the  general  theme  to  be 
Christianity  triumphmg  over  Judaism  as  well  as  pagan- 
ism. This  is  mcorrect.  What  happens  to  Jerusalem  is 
not  a  final  catastrophe  or  total  destruction,  but  a  partial 

^  p  =  100,  D  =  60,  -1  =  200;    3  =  50,  1  =  200,  1  =  6,  2  =  50,  i.e.  |n:   IDp, 
making  666. 

-  IIJ  instead  of  }n3. 

^   Theologische  Jahrhucher  von  Baur  unci  Zeller,  xi.  p.  441 ,  et  seq. 
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judgment  or  purifying  process,  wliicli  is  only  a  subordi- 
nate scene  in  the  drama  of  prej^aratory  phenomena. 
Jerusalem  is  not  destroyed  but  preserved.  The  theo- 
cratic seed  is  spared.  Believing  Judaism  is  still  an  object 
of  the  divine  favour.  The  author,  himself  a  Jew,  with 
patriotic  feelings  which  Christianity  did  not  quench, 
supposes  that  the  city  and  outer  court  of  the  temple 
should  be  trodden  down  by  the  heathen  for  three  years 
and  a  half,  a  number  taken  down  from  Daniel ;  but  that 
the  temple  itself  should  be  spared,  with  the  worshippers 
in  it,  durmg  that  period.  James  the  Just  was  there, 
and  other  Jewish  Christians,  praying  for  the  salvation  of 
the  nation.  This  is  very  different  from  the  fate  of  Rome, 
the  persecuting  and  implacable  enemy  of  the  Christians, 
doomed  to  total  destruction.  Jerusalem  should  only 
suffer  in  part  and  for  a  season.  The  holy  city  should 
be  spared,  and  the  faithful  inhabitants  protected  by 
Jehovah,  while  the  unbelieving  Jews  should  be  de- 
stroyed. A  comparatively  small  portion  of  the  city 
falls  (the  tenth),  and  only  seven  thousand  of  the  inhabi- 
tants ;  the  majority  being  saved  by  penitence.  If  the 
issue  did  not  correspond  to  the  hopes  of  the  prophet  we 
need  not  be  surprised.  Inspiration  did  not  enable  him 
to  predict  definite  events,  though  his  sympathies  were 
right  and  true.  The  chapter  should  not  be  resolved 
into  mere  symbol,  as  it  is  by  Eichhorn  and  Stuart. 

6.  The  millennium,  or  thousand  years'  reign  of  the 
saints,  has  given  rise  to  much  discussion.  Among  the 
New  Testament  writers,  it  is  peculiar  to  the  apocalyp- 
tist;  though  many  Rabbins  held  it,  as  Gfrorerhas  shown. ^ 
The  common  view  of  the  early  Christians  was,  that 
the  righteous  and  wicked  should  rise,  with  a  short  time 
intervening,  and  be  judged  by  Christ,  John  separates 
the  two  resurrections  by  a  long  interval.  The  so-called 
first  resurrection,  including  Jews  only,  is  in  Daniel 
xii.  2,  &c. ;  the  separation  of  the  two  by  a  thousand  years 

^  Das  Jahrhundert  des  Heils,  ii.  p.  198,  et  seq.,  210. 
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is  peculiar  to  the  Apocalypse  writer.     There  is  no  trace 
of  niillennarianism  in  the  fourth  gospel,  where  Christ's 
judgment  and  condemnation  appear  to  be  taken  spiritu- 
ally.    The  chaining  and  loosmg  of  Satan  during  the 
period  and  at  the  end  of  it  respectively,  together  with 
the  attack  of  the  heathen  powers  on  the  followers  of  the 
Lamb,  are  also  unique.     Such  ideas  do  not  agree  well 
with  Christ's  discourse  m  the  24th  chapter  of  the  first 
gospel ;  nor  are  they  in  harmony  with  Paul's  sentiments 
(1  Cor.  XV.  23-28  ;  1  Thess.  iv.  15-17).     In  Paul's 
doctrine  no  definite  duration  is  assigned  to  the  period 
between  the  appearing  of  Christ  with  the  first  resurrec- 
tion which  is  that  of  Christians,  and  the  end  with  the 
resurrection  of  all,  when  He  gives  up  the  sovereignty  to 
God.     The  time  of  Christ's  visible  government  of  the 
world  until  the  end  of  all  things  is  left  indeterminate  ; 
and  it  is  characterised  by  unceasmg  war  against  hostile 
powers,  and  the  conquering  of  them  ;  while  the  Apoca- 
ly[)tist  regards  it  as  the  reign  of  undisturbed  blessedness 
during  which  Christ  and  his  saints  are  visibly  united  ; 
Satan  being  bound  and  powerless.     The  two  writers 
agree   in    supposing   an   interval   between   the    second 
advent  and  the  end  of  the  world,  in  other  words  between 
the   first   and    second   resurrections  ;    they   differ   not 
merely  in  Paul's  silence  as  to  the  duration  of  that  in- 
terval, but  in  the  way  Christ  exercises  his  sovereignty. 
The  Pauline  idea  is  that  foes  will  war  and  be  overcome  ; 
the  Apocalyptic,  that  there  will  be  nothing  but  uninter- 
rupted happiness.     In  gi^^ing  expression  to  hopes  and 
aspirations,  the  seer  paints  a  subjective  state  for  which  no 
objective  correspondence  in  the  future  should  be  looked 
for.     That  it  is  merely  ideal,  is  apparent  from  certam 
incongruities,  such  as  the  risen  saints  having  their  camp 
beside  the  earthly  Jerusalem,   and  being  attacked  by 
heathen  nations  ;  as  well  as  from  the  existence  of  heathen 
enemies,  after  all  the  uiliabitants  of  the  earth  are  slain 
(xix.  21). 
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A  millenniiiin  was  not  unknown  to  the  Jewish 
Christians,  to  whom  it  came  from  the  later  Jews,  who  had 
speculated  about  the  age  of  the  world  and  its  seven 
thousand  years'  duration.  The  combination  of  Psalm 
xc.  4  with  the  seven  days  of  creation  led  to  the  infer- 
ence of  seven  thousand.  It  was  natural  to  look  for  a 
happy  period  among  the  seven  ;  and  some  fixed  upon 
the  last.  Thus  the  millennium  of  John  is  an  offspring 
of  the  later  Judaism.^ 

7.  As  to  the  period  described  in  the  last  two 
chapters,  that  of  the  new  heavens  and  new  earth, 
most  interpreters  take  it  to  be  what  is  commonly  called 
heaven  ;  while  some,  as  Hammond,  Hug,  and  Bush, 
think  it  alludes  to  a  flourishing  state  of  the  Church  on 
earth.  These  views  are  substantially  one,  since  the  re- 
newed earth  with  the  happiness  of  the  saints  upon  it 
coincides  with  heaven  in  the  writer's  imagination. 
The  ideas  and  imagery  are  taken  from  Isai.  liv. 
11,  12  ;  Ix.  3,  11  ;  Ixv.  17-20  ;  Ixvi.  22.  The  future 
renovation  of  the  earth  was  a  prevailing  notion  among 
the  Jews,  after  their  captivity  in  Babylon.  In  this 
case  John  drew  from  the  Deutero-Isaiah  and  his  own 
imagination.  His  ideal  hopes  are,  that  heaven  and 
earth  sliould  become  one  in  the  future  kingdom  of 
Messiah.  Hea\'en  descends  to  earth,  and  earth  becomes 
heaven.  The  holy  Church  in  her  triumphant  state  is 
the  fulfilment  of  all  that  was  associated  with  ancient 
Jerusalem  in  the  Hebrew  heart.  She  is  depicted  as 
God's  dwelling-place,  the  sacred  city,  new  Jerusalem, 
the  chaste  spouse  of  Christ,  the  Lamb's  wife.  This  is  the 
ultimate  aim  of  all  apocalyptic  prophecy,  the  completion 
of  the  mystery  of  God.  The  picture  which  is  mainly  ideal, 
embodies  the  writer's  conceptions  of  the  consummation 
of  the  Christian  Church,  or  m  other  words,  the  everlastinof 

^  See  Tanchuma,  fol.  255.  1 ;  Gemara  Abocla  Sara  I.  p.  65,  ed.  Edz. 
Sanhediin,  ful.  97.  2,  92.  1  ;  Pe.sikta  in  Yalkut  Sliimoni  II.  fol.  66,  c.  3> 
n.  359  ;  EisLumenger's  Entdcckt.  Jail.  torn.  it.  pj).  052,  678,  etc. 
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happiness  of  the  righteous.  To  attempt  to  find  parti- 
culars corres})onding  to  the  figures  employed  would  be 
to  convert  poetry  into  prose.  The  ideas  of  the  seer 
should  be  left  indefinite,  else  their  beauty  vanishes.  No 
mystic  meaning  lies  in  the  details  of  his  picture. 
Jl^lements  expressive  of  magnificence  and  splendour  are 
combined  to  give  rhetorical  beauty  to  the  composition. 
A  new  Jerusalem  symbolises  a  state  of  pure  hap- 
piness ;  smce  Jewish  ideas  of  earthly  greatness  and  ex- 
cellence were  centred  in  the  beloved  city.  A  Jewish 
Christian  such  as  John,  cannot  separate  the  glorious 
future  of  earth  and  heaven  from  the  loved  metropolis 
of  his  sires. 

8.  The  Apocalypse  keeps  to  the  Jewish  Christian 
stand2Joint  throughout.  Jews  and  Gentiles  are  not 
merged  in  a  common  description  of  the  saved  ;  they  are 
distinguished  fi'om  one  another,  and  the  latter  usually 
appear  outside  the  Messianic  kingdom.  Even  in  the 
millennium,  they  are  separate  from  the  Judaic  Chris- 
tians ;  and  when  the  kingdom  of  God  is  completed, 
they  are  external  (xx.  8  ;  xxi.  24  ;  xxii.  2).  This  is 
un- Pauline.  Hilgenfeld  also  remarks  that  the  author's 
Jewish  Christianism  is  coloured  with  Essenism,  because 
the  court  that  is  without  the  temple  (xi.  2)  contaming 
the  altar  of  burnt  ofi"enng  is  consigned  to  destruction  ; 
and  the  Essenes  refrained  from  bloody  sacrifices.  The 
elect  saints  are  also  termed  virgins  not  defiled  with 
women  (xiv.  4)  ;  and  the  Essenes  attached  great  virtue 
to  celibacy.  The  apostle  himself  was  unmarried,  accord- 
ing to  ancient  tradition. 

CANONICITY    AND    VALUE. 

It  is  usually  thought  that  the  question  of  author- 
ship aff*ects  canonicity  and  value.  Yet  the  book  may 
not  have  proceeded  from  an  apostle  and  be  equal  in 
worth  to  any  apostolic  production.     It  is  not  of  essen- 
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tial  moment  that  the  Revelation  should  be  written  by  a 
son  of  Zebedee.  A^alue  does  not  depend  on  canonicity 
but  contents.  Degrees  of  excellence  attach  to  the 
canonical  writings.  We  are  far  from  denying  that 
authorship  is  of  consequence  ;  but  it  is  not  of  the 
highest.  The  man  who  composed  the  fourth  gospel, 
and  John  the  apostle,  would  necessarily  write  differently, 
because  their  mental  development  was  unequal.  Though 
inspired,  their  ideas  and  the  mode  of  expressing  them 
might  still  differ.  Apostles  themselves  were  not  equally 
gifted.  The  Apocalypse  is  not  of  the  same  authority  as 
if  it  had  been  written  by  Paul.  Its  Judaic  texture,  the 
story  respecting  Nero  coming  back  from  the  East  with 
a  Parthian  army  after  he  had  taken  away  his  own  life,  and 
the  part  which  that  emperor  occupies  in  the  apocalyptic 
prophecy  generally,  do  not  consist  with  Pauline  senti- 
ments. The  inquirer  feels  that  the  more  he  examines 
the  stronger  is  his  belief  that  the  book  breathes  another 
spirit  than  that  of  the  fourth  gospel,  and  disagrees  with 
the  Church's  destination.  The  proper  evangelical  senti- 
ment which  we  see  in  Matt.  xxiv.  14,  Rom.  xi.  25, 
is  in  the  background  ;  and  the  general  tone  clashes  with 
Mark  xiii.  32.  The  book  has  a  lower  standpoint  than 
the  Pauline  epistles  or  the  fourth  gospel.  Yet  it  has  ex- 
erted a  great  spiritual  influence  upon  mankind.  A 
certain  moral  expression  running  through  its  symbo- 
lical descriptions  tells  with  much  power  upon  the  suscep- 
tible Christian.  In  moving  and  strengthening  the  soul, 
in  bearing  it  upward  to  the  throne  of  God  amid  suffer- 
ing, sorrow,  and  persecution,  in  attracting  its  sympathies 
towards  the  faithful  followers  of  the  Lamb,  and  in  ex- 
citing aspirations  which  can  only  be  realised  in  the  new 
Jerusalem  so  gorgeously  painted  at  the  close,  its  pro- 
phetic utterances  have  a  singular  value.  The  general 
strain  is  elevating.  Alluring  promises  console  the 
righteous  ;  awful  warnings  deter  them  from  unfaithful- 
ness   to    their    vocation ;    the    Almighty's   vengeance 
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appals  the  wicked.  The  grandeur  of  tlie  book  urges 
the  spirit  forward  in  tlie  difficult  path  of  duty,  with  the 
hope  of  a  glorious  crown,  a  golden  harp,  celestial  fruits, 
refreshing  waters  of  the  river  of  life  ;  the  hope  of  living 
and  reigning  with  Christ  in  perpetual  blessedness.  The 
lower  place  which  the  work  occupies  in  sketching  early 
Christianity  is  not  seen  till  its  various  contents  are 
examined. 

SCHEMES    OF    INTERPRETATION. 

Schemes  of  interpretation,  preterist,  continuous^  and 
future,  adopted  by  different  commentators  must  be  re- 
jected, except  the  first.  Expositors  of  the  continuous 
and  futurist  class  fall  into  the  fatal  error  of  converting 
apocalyptic  poetry  into  historical  prose,  and  of  making 
all  sjrmbols  significant.  Nor  are  preterists  free  from 
blame.  In  applying  their  principle  of  interpretation 
they  are  sure  to  err,  if  they  try  to  show  that  all  was 
fulfilled  in  the  immediate  future  ;  or  that  the  seer  was 
infallibly  guided  in  his  prognostications  and  hopes.  The 
apostle's  standpoint  should  be  correctly  estimated.  The 
mode  in  which  the  old  prophets  dejDicted  the  future 
should  be  known,  not  as  if  they  were  able  to  predict 
definite  events  succeeding  one  another,  but  as  they  saw 
diuily  the  things  to  which  their  enraptured  spirits  were 
carried  forward,  and  painted  them  in  ideal  colours. 
Their  own  sentiments,  hopes,  desires,  and  fears,  are 
elements  in  the  pictures  they  draw — pictures  whose 
general  outline  alone  should  be  considered  real  to  them 
— though  it  may  not  be  so  to  us. 

ERRORS    INTO    WHICH    EXPOSITORS    HAVE   FALLEN. 

To  enumerate  all  the  mistakes  committed  by  inter- 
preters would  be  impossible.  We  can  only  glance  at 
a  few. 

1.  If  the  historic  basis  be  abandoned,  imagination 
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has  ample  range  for  extravagance.  The  author  did  not 
forego  time  and  place  ;  elements  that  cannot  sal'ely  be 
neglected.  He  states  that  the  things  must  shortly  come 
to  pass,  and  that  the  time  is  at  liand.  These  expressions 
are  significant  as  to  the  period  of  the  visions.  The 
advent  of  Christ  is  announced  to  take  place  within  a 
short  time.  One  city  is  the  theatre  of  sublime  and 
terrible  occurrences,  Babylon  built  on  seven  hills, — 
Kome,  the  representative  of  heathenism  or  antichristian 
idolatry.  The  judgment  culminates  in  the  catastrophe 
of  Home's  downfall  which  is  succeeded  hj  the  new 
Jerusalem.  Historic  personages  of  John's  time  appear. 
Seven  Roman  emperors  are  alluded  to  ;  one  in  particular. 
Unless  the  expositor  adhere  to  the  historic  present  and. 
immediate  future  of  the  seer,  he  will  lose  himself  in 
endless  conjecture.  Jewish  ideas  of  Messiah's  advent 
should  be  known  as  well  as  Jewish  Christian  ones.  The 
prophet  stands  in  the  historical  circumstances  of  his  own 
time,  and  describes  the  second  advent  in  a  series  of 
dramatic  visions. 

2.  It  is  a  fundamental  mistake  to  look  for  a  detailed 
history  of  the  Church,  or  of  leadmg events  in  the  world's 
history  that  aftect  Christianity.  Some  find  an  epitome 
of  the  Church's  history  even  in  the  epistles  to  the  seven 
churches.  Others  find  it  in  the  remainder  of  the  book  ; 
others,  in  both  together.  Accordingly  particular  events 
are  assigned  to  particular  periods  ;  persons  are  specified, 
peoples  characterised,  and  definite  names  assigned.  In 
this  fashion  the  vicissitudes  through  which  the  Chris- 
tian religion  has  passed  in  the  world  are  supposed  to  be 
sketched.  The  allegorising  process  by  which  such  in- 
terpretation is  supported,  cannot  be  repudiated  too 
strongly.  Though  it  has  had  able  advocates,  Vitringa, 
Mede,  Faber,  Hengstenberg,  Ebrard,  Aaberlen,  and 
Hofmann,  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  scope  of  the 
Apocalypse  and  the  analogy  of  prophecy. 

3.  We  should  not  look  for  a  circumstance,  event^ 
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person,  or  nation  corresponding  to  the  images  of  the 
seer.  'All  the  particular  traits  in  this  large  work,'  says 
Hng,  '  are  by  no  means  significant.  Many  are  intro- 
duced only  to  enliven  the  representation,  or  are  taken 
from  the  prophets  and  sacred  books  for  the  purpose  ol 
ornament;  and  no  one  who  has  any  judgment  in  such 
matters,  will  deny  that  the  work  is  extraordinarily  rich 
and  gorgeous  for  a  production  of  Western  origin.'^ 
This  plain  principle  has  been  systematically  violated  by 
most  English  commentators.  Thus  one  of  them,  in 
explaining  the  language  descriptive  of  the  effect  of  the 
fifth  angel-trumpet  (ix.  1,  &c.),  pronounces  the  star 
fallen  fi-om  heaven,  Mohammed.  The  secret  cave  of 
Hera  near  Mecca,  is  the  pit  of  the  abyss  whence  the 
pestilential  fumes  and  darkness  issued.  The  key  of  the 
abyss  was  given  him  in  contrast  to  the  key  of  God  in 
the  Koran.  The  locusts  to  which  the  Saracens  are 
compared  are  peculiarly  Arabic,  since  the  very  name  of 
the  one  suggests  the  other,  both  being  similar  in  pro- 
nunciation and  radicals !  ^  If  the  absurdity  of  this 
method  needs  exposure,  the  reader  has  only  to  look 
farther  at  the  hypotheses  respecting  the  two  witnesses 
in  the  11th  chapter,  which  Ebrard  reviving  an  old  view 
refers  to  the  Imo  and  the  gospel ;  and  another  has  as- 
sumed to  be  the  Son  and  Spirit  of  God  ;  whereas  the 
whole  description  shows  them  to  be  Moses  and  Elias. 
In  like  manner,  the  fourth  vial  being  referred  to  the 
wars  of  the  French  revolution,  the  words  '  power  was 
given  him  to  scorch  men  with  fire'  (xvi.  8)  allude  to 
Napoleon,  who  employed  artillery  to  an  unprecedented 
extent,  and  inflicted  fiery  sufl:ering  both  on  his  own 
nation  and  others.  The  men  thus  scorched  '  blas- 
phemed the  name  of  God  who  had  power  over  these 
plagues,  and  repented  not  to  give  him  glory'  (xvi.  9), 
meaning  that  the  sufi'ering  nations  during  that  fearful 
period  (1789-1809)   did  not  renounce  the  papal  apo- 

1  Fosdick's  trau?lalioii,  p.  668.  *  n3-)X  and  ^^ny  ! 
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stasy  for  a  purer  faith!  Another  expositor  says,  tliat 
the  woman  in  the  12th  chapter  'represents  the  cove- 
nant of  redemption  ;  and  the  child  to  be  brought  forth, 
the  righteousness  provided  by  the  covenant  ;  that  is, 
the  destined  means  of  counteracting  the  power  of  the 
legal  accuser  or  avenger — the  means  of  delivering  the 
sinner  from  a  yoke  even  worse  than  that  of  Egyptian 
bondage.' 

4.  The  principle  of  synchronism  has  been  largely 
adopted  by  interpreters  since  the  days  of  Mede  and 
Vitringa  ;  an  explanation  and  defence  of  it  being  given 
in  the  clavis  apocalyptica  (apocalyptic  key)  of  the  for- 
mer. A  scheme  so  ingenious  has  been  followed  by  the 
majority  of  English  expositors.  The  same  events,  it  is 
said,  are  represented  by  a  succession  of  symbols,  the 
symbols  being  varied  while  the  things  signified  are  the 
same.  Instead  of  the  book  being  continuously  pro- 
gressive, it  is  progressive  and  retrogressive  throughout. 

The  principle  in  question  is  connected  with  that  in- 
terpretation which  finds  an  historical  epitome  in  the 
book,  and  stands  or  falls  with  it.  The  series  of  visions 
is  progressive  ;  but,  as  the  events  which  the  seer  depicts 
are  the  same,  the  progression  is  prophetic.  It  is  not  a 
description  of  successive  events,  but  an  ideal  picture 
with  dramatic  unfolding. 

5.  As  to  the  designations  of  time,  those  who  take  a 
day  for  a  year  cannot  establish  the  truth  of  their  opi- 
nion. In  prophecy,  a  day  means  a  day  as  elsewhere, 
unless  the  time  be  indefinite  ;  as  has  been  proved  by 
Maitland  and  Stuart.  But  most  numbers  in  the  Keve- 
lation  should  be  taken  indefinitely,  because  they  are 
})art  of  a  poetic  costume  borrowed  from  the  Old  Testa- 
ment. 

6.  The  peculiar  exegesis  which  refers  the  book  to 
heretics  and  sectaries,  began  in  the  thirteenth  century  ; 
and  it  was  the  Romish  church  which  set  the  example 
of  it.     Innocent  III.,  in  rousing  up  the  Crusade,  said 
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that  the  Saracens  were  the  true  antichrist,  Mohammed 
the  false  prophet,  and  666  years  the  duration  of  his 
power.  As  the  church  of  Rome  grew  more  corrupt,  its 
opponents  turned  the  descriptions  of  the  book  against 
it.  The  poj^e  was  identified  witli  antichrist  ;  and  Rome 
papal  witli  the  great  whore  of  Babylon.^  Since  the 
Reformation,  Protestants  have  generally  found  the 
papacy  and  its  destruction,  in  the  book.  Antipapal  exe- 
gesis has  as  much  foundation  as  Rome's  antiheretic  one. 
Signor  Pastorini  applies  the  sounding  of  the  fifth 
trumpet  (ix.  1-11)  to  Luther,  who  renouncing  his  faith 
and  vows,  may  be  said  to  have  fallen.  When  he  opened 
the  door  of  hell,  there  issued  forth  a  thick  smoke,  or  a. 
strong  spirit  of  seduction  which  had  been  hatched  in 
hell.^  A  Protestant  parallel  to  this  absurd  exposition 
applies  the  beast  in  chapters  xiii.,  xvii.  to  the  succession 
of  popes. 

*  See  Liicke,  Ehdeitung,  pp.  1005,  1006,  2nd  ed. 

^   The  General  History  of  the  Christian  Church,  chiefly  deduced  from  the 
Apocalypse  of  St.  John,  p.  170,  et  seq.  51  li  ed.  1812. 
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TQE  CATHOLIC  EPISTLE.S, 


A  SERIES  of  epistles,  distinct  from.  Paul's,  are  called 
cathoUc.  They  form  a  peculiar  collection,  and  are  seven 
in  number,  tlie  alleged  writings  of  James,  Peter,  John, 
and  Jude.  The  origin  of  the  appellation  catholic  is  not 
clear. 

An  examination  of  patristic  testimony  respecting  it 
leads  to  the  following  results  : — 

1.  The  term  catholic  meant  no  more  at  first  than 
intended  for  a  wide  circle  of  readers.  Its  application  to 
New  Testament  writings  was  early  made  by  Papias  and 
Polycarp  to  the  first  epistles  of  John  and  Peter  ;  dis- 
tinguishing them  from  Paul's,  which  were  commonly 
addressed  to  churches  or  individuals.  Thus  Clement  of 
Alexandria  speaks  of  the  epistle  of  the  apostles  to  the 
church  at  Jerusalem  (Acts  xv.  22-29)  as  a  catholicr^ 
cp'stle}  Apollonius  relates  of  a  Montanist  called  The- 
mison,  that  he  composed  a  catholic  epistle  in  imitation  of 
the  apostle  (probably  John).^  Origen  speaks  of  the 
epistle  of  Barnabas  as  a  catholic  epistle.^  He  also  refers 
to  Peter's  catholic  epistle,  and  repeatedly  applies  the 
same  epithet  to  the  first  epistle  of  John.  The  epistle 
of  Jude  he  designates  in  the  same  way,  but  only  in 
passages  where  the  Latin  translation  alone  exists.  Dio-^^ 
nysius  of  Alexandria  ajiplies  the  same  word  to  John's 
first  epistle.* 

2.  It  was  probably  in  the  last   half  of  the  third 

1  Stromata,  iv.  15,  p.  600,  ed.  Potter.  ^  ^Vp,  Eusel).  H.  E.  v,  18. 

^   Contra  Celsum,  i.  G3.  '  Ap.  Eiiseb.  vii.  25. 
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century  that  the  epistles  of  Jude  and  James,  the  second 
of  Peter,  with  the  second  and  third  of  John,  were  added 
to  the  other  three,  forming  with  them  one  collection 
called  catholic,  because  they  were  publicly  read  in  the 
catholic  Christian  church.  Eusebius  does  not  use 
catholic  as  synonymous  with  canonical  or  apostolic,  any 
more  than  his  predecessors.^ 

After  the  time  of  Eusebius,  when  the  seven  were 
incorporated  into  the  canon  and  put  by  the  side  of  the 
Paulme  collection,  the  appellation  was  gradually  iden- 
tified with  canonical  or  apostolic,  sooner  in  the  Latin 
church  than  the  Greek.  Hence  Junilius  speaks  of  the 
seven  as  canonical,  meaning  apostolic,^  and  Cassiodorus 
follows  him.^  Thus  the  error  became  rooted  in  the 
Latin  church  that  the  catholic  epistles  are  canonical  or 
apostolic.  Some  think  that  they  find  a  trace  of  catholic 
becoming  equivalent  to  canonical  in  the  Muratorian 
fragment,  but  the  text  is  too  uncertain  to  warrant  that 
conclusion.* 

Li  the  majority  of  ancient  MSS.  the  catholic  epistles 
follow  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  and  precede  those  of 
Paul.  Lachmann  and  Tischendorf  arrano;e  them  so  in 
their  editions  of  the  Greek  Testament.  The  Sinaitic 
MS.  has  them  immediately  before  the  Eevelation,  which 
is  the  usual  position.  The  first  epistles  of  John  and 
Peter  obtamed  general  recognition  sooner  than  the 
rest.  Papias  had  already  received  them.  The  letters 
of  James  and  Jude,  which  were  considered  unapostolic 
at  first  and  therefore  uncanonical,  were  afterwards  put 
with  the  others ;  while  the  second  and  third  of  John 
formed  an  appendix  to  the  rest.  AVhen  the  second  of 
Peter  was  adopted,  it  could  only  be  placed  after  the  first, 
though  its  alleged  authorship  was  doubted  much  longer 
than  any  of  the  seven,  and  has  always  raised  suspicions. 

^  Hist.  Eccles.  iii.  3.  ^  De  Pai-tihus  Legis  Divines,  i.  6. 

^  De  Institutione  Divinaruyn  Scrijyturaruin,  c.  8. 

'  '  Epistola  sane  Judse  et  superscriptio  Johannis  duas  in  catliolica  liaben- 
tiir.   To  catholica,  ecclesia  may  be  supplied.    Bunsen  corrects  it  into  catholicis. 
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THE  EPISTLE  OF  JAMES. 


THE    JAMESES. 

Three  persons  bearing  tlie  name  of  James  are  men- 
tioned in  the  New  Testament. 

First.  James  the  son  of  Zebedee  and  brother  of 
John,  who  was  beheaded  by  Herod  Agrippa  as  related 
in  the  Acts,  about  a.d.  44.  He  is  commonly  styled  the 
greater  or  elder. 

Secondly.  James  the  son  of  Alpheus  is  mentioned 
(Matt.  X.  3  ;  Mark  iii.  18  ;  Luke  vi.  15  ;  Acts  i.  lo). 
Mark  says  that  his  mother's  name  was  Mary  (xv.  40), 
which  Mary  is  said  to  be  the  wife  of  Cleophas  in  John 
xix.  25.  Cleophas  and  Alpheus  are  probably  identical; 
the  former  a  Hebraising,  the  latter  a  Greek  form  of  the 
same  word.  This  James  is  usually  styled  the  less,  either 
because  he  was  younger  than  the  other,  or  less  in 
stature. 

Thirdly.  Another  James  is  spoken  of  as  the  Lord's 
brother  (Gal.  i.  19  ;  Josephus's  Antiqq.  xx.  ch.  ix.  1). 
The  same  is  meant  in  1  Cor.  xv.  7. 

Some  identify  the  last  two,  arguing  that  a  narrative 
in  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews,  as  quoted  by 
Jerome,  represents  James  the  Just,  the  Lord's  brother, 
as  present  at  the  breaking  of  bread,  after  the  resurrec- 
tion ;  that  the  superscription  of  the  old  apocryphal  Gos- 
pel of  James  assumes  the  same  view ;  that  Papias, 
Clement  of  Alexandria,  Jerome,  Chrysostom,  and  Theo- 
doret  held  their  identity ;    that  only  two  of  the  name 
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appear  in  the  Acts  ;  that  the  James  who  occupies  a 
prominent  place  in  Jerusalem  after  the  death  of  Zebe- 
dee's  son,  is  not  distingnished  from  the  son  of  Alpheus  ; 
that  he  is  not  specified  as  one  of  the  Lord's  brethren  in 
Acts  i.  14  ;  but  on  the  contrary  is  reckoned  among  the 
apostles  in  Gal.  i.  19,  according  to  the  most  natural  ex- 
planation of  the  passage.  These  and  other  considera- 
tions which  have  been  urged,  are  not  conclusive.  They 
are  weakened  by  the  fact,  that  the  identification  of  the 
two  Jameses  is  usually  accompanied  by  the  belief  that 
James  was  son  of  Mary,  sister  of  Mary  the  mother  of 
Jesus  and  wife  of  Cleophas,  which  is  founded  on  John 
xix.  25,  where  Mary,  wife  of  Cleophas,  is  apparently 
called  a  sister  of  the  Virgin  Mary.  Perhaps,  however, 
the  construction  does  not  require  this.  If  four  females 
instead  of  three  are  spoken  of  in  the  passage,  the  diffi- 
culty of  two  sisters  having  the  same  name  is  removed ; 
and  the  sister  of  Jesus's  mother  is  Salome,  mother  of 
Zebedee's  children.  In  any  case,  the  Greek  word  trans- 
lated brother^  should  not  be  taken  for  cousin  or  relative 
(Gal.  i.  19),  as  it  is  by  those  who  identify  James  the 
Lord's  brother  with  the  son  of  Alpheus. 

Notwithstanding  all  that  is  urged  by  Lange  ^  in  fa- 
vour of  the  two  Jameses  being  identical,  it  is  more 
probable  that  they  were  different  persons.  The  earliest 
ecclesiastical  writers  separated  them,  commencing  with 
Hegesippus,  a  native  of  Palestine.  Eusebius,  Gregory 
of  Nyssa,  the  Apostolic  Constitutions,  the  Clementines, 
and  the  majority  of  the  fathers,  held  them  to  be  different. 
In  no  catalogue  of  the  apostles  does  James  the  son  of 
Alpheus  appear  as  the  Lord's  brother.  It  is  true  that 
we  read  in  Gal.  i.  19,  '  other  of  the  apostles  saw  I  none, 
save  James,  the  Lord's  brother,'  words  which  appear  to 
put  James  the  Lord's  brother  among  the  apostles,  and 
so  to  identify  him  with  the  son  of  Alpheus ;  but  this 
interpretation  is  not  necessary,  for  the  meaning  may  be, 

^  In  Hei'zog'ii  EncyMopadie. 
VOL.  I.  X 
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'  another  of  the  apostles  I  did  not  see,  except  that,  in 
addition  to  Peter,  I  saw  James.'  ^  This  version  is  pos- 
sible, as  Winer,  Fritzsche,  and  others  admit. 

Adopting,  as  we  do,  the  diversity  of  the  two  Jameses 
in  question,  the  Lord's  brother  was  either  full  brother 
or  half-brother  to  Jesus,  for — 

(a.)  Such  is  the  primary  and  natural  signification 
of  the  Greek  word  rendered  brother,  corroborated  by  its 
usage  in  Josephus.  No  example  of  its  extended  applica- 
tion to  cousin  or  relative  can  be  found  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment. Appeal  has  been  made  to  Matt.  i.  11,  where  the 
term  is  said  to  mean  uncle  ;  but  that  is  doubtful.  Nor 
can  the  fathers  be  quoted  for  examples  of  the  wider 
sense,  since  it  is  very  questionable  whether  the  passages 
in  Eusebius,^  to  which  Kern  and  others  refer,  and  one 
fi'om  Hegesippus  in  the  same  historian,^  prove  the  ex- 
tended use  of  the  term.  A  wide  sense  like  that  of  the 
corresponding  Hebrew  word  is  possible,  but  it  is  without 
precedent  in  the  New  Testament. 

(b.)  The  brethren  of  Jesus  appear  in  close  connection 
with  his  mother  (Matt.  xiii.  55  ;  Mark  vi.  3  ;  John  ii. 
12),  so  that  it  is  natural  to  consider  them  her  sons. 

(c.)  These  brothers  did  not  believe  on  him  (John  vii. 
5),  at  a  time  when  James  son  of  Alpheus  had  been 
chosen  an  apostle. 

(d.)  In  Acts  i.  14  ;  1  Cor.  ix.  5,  the  brethren  are 
distinguished  from  the  apostles. 

We  believe,  therefore,  that  the  brethren  of  the  Lord, 
James,  Joses  (Joseph),  Simon,  Judas,  were  Jesus's 
brothers,  and  that  none  of  them  was  in  the  list  of  apo- 
stles. They  were  not  sons  of  Alpheus,  consequently 
James  the  Lord's  brother  is  a  different  person  from 
James  son  of  Alpheus.  In  what  sense  were  tlie  four, 
brothers  of  Jesus  ?  The  account  given  by  Epiphanius 
and  Theophylact  is,  that  Cleophas   and  Joseph  were 

^  ft  firj  qualifies  the  whole  sentence  and  not  merely  the  word  nTroo-roXcoj/. 
*'  Jlisf,  Eecies.  ii.  4 ;  iv.  5.  ^  Ibid.  iv.  22. 
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brothers.  The  former  dying  without  issue,  Joseph 
married  his  brother's  widow  and  had  children,  ao-ree- 
ably  to  the  Levitical  law.  James,  the  first-born,  was 
hence  called  the  son  of  Cleophas.  This  is  improbable. 
Many  have  thought  that  the  four  were  Joseph's  sons  by 
a  former  wife,  an  opinion  drawn  from  apocryphal  gospels, 
according  to  Jerome.  It  is  most  likely  that  the  four 
brethren  of  Jesus  were  born  after  him,  being  the  sons 
of  Joseph  and  Mary.  This  agrees  with  the  epithet  first- 
born applied  to  Jesus  in  Luke  ii.  7.  If  he  was  the  first- 
born, Mary  must  have  had  other  children. 

It  has  been  objected,  that  our  Lord,  before  expiring 
on  the  cross,  committed  his  mother  to  the  care  of  John 
the  son  of  Zebedee.  Had  James  been  her  son  or  even 
her  stepson,  it  is  alleged  that  Jesus  would  not  have 
transferred  the  charge  of  his  mother  to  one  who  did  not 
sustain  that  relation.  This  argument  derives  its  value 
from  the  implied  assumption  that  the  brethren  had  be- 
come believers  at  the  time  ;  if  they  continued  to  reject 
his  Messiahship,  it  is  not  probable  that  she  would  have 
been  entrusted  to  the  care  of  any  of  them.  Besides,  the 
statement  is  hardly  historical. 

There  are  various  allusions  to  James  the  Lord's 
brother  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  and  Paul's  epistles 
(xii.  17  ;  XV.  13  ;  xxi.  18,  &c.  ;  Gal.  i.  19  ;  ii.  9,  12  ; 
1  Cor.  XV.  7).  He  occupied  a  high  official  station  in 
the  church  of  Jerusalem,  being  bishop  there  according 
to  tradition.  Whether  his  influence  was  due  to  age, 
personal  character,  or  official  jDosition,  it  is  impossible  to 
determine.  After  the  death  of  Festus  the  procurator, 
he  suff'ered  martyrdom  in  a  tumult  at  the  temple,  as 
told  by  Josephus  and  Eusebius.  The  exact  circum- 
stances of  his  death  cannot  be  ascertainerl,  though  Euse- 
bius occupies  with  them  a  large  part  of  one  chapter  in 
his  history,  quoting  Hegesippus,  Clement,  and  Josephus. 
His  narrative  has  been  suspected  of  falsification  by 
Christian  hands,  perhaps  without  reason.     Hegesippus's 

X  2 
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has  fabulous  materials,  and  does  not  agree  well  with 
Josephus's  as  to  the  time  of  James's  martyrdom;  though 
Hilgenfeld  tries  to  make  them  concordant.  One  thing 
is  well  attested,  viz.  that  James  was  stoned  by  the  Jews 
in  A.D.  62,  according  to  Josephus,  who  places  his  death 
in  the  interval  between  the  decease  of  the  procurator 
Porcius  Festus  and  the  arrival  of  his  successor  Albinus. 
Hegesippus's  account  as  given  by  Eusebius  is  repeated 
by  Jerome,  Epiphanius,  and  Abdias.  Augustine  concurs. 
James  was  styled  the  just  for  his  eminent  virtue  and 
ascetic  life. 

Mistakes  were  made  at  an  early  period  about  James 
the  Lord's  brother.  He  was  confounded  with  James 
the  Greater  by  Irena?us ;  and  with  James  the  Less  by 
Clement  of  Alexandria.  But  the  Apostolic  Constitutions 
separate  him  from  the  apostles.  In  modern  times, 
Wieseler,^  adopting  the  opinion  of  Clement,  has  laboured 
to  show  that  James  the  son  of  Alpheus,  not  James  the 
Lord's  brother,  was  the  head  of  the  Jerusalem  church. 
It  is  thought  that  an  apostle  should  occupy  a  prominent 
position  in  ecclesiastical  matters,  instead  of  being  ignored 
in  the  Acts.  Tradition  is  against  this  opinion.  If 
an  apostle  be  wanted  for  the  head  of  the  church  at 
Jerusalem,  James  the  Less  and  James  the  Lord's  brother 
should  be  identified.  Those  who  separate  them,  as 
Wieseler  does,  and  still  make  the  former  the  promi- 
nent one  in  the  Acts,  are  obliged  to  distmguish  the 
James  of  Gal.  i.  19  from  him  of  Gal.  ii.  9-12.^  We 
believe  that  three  Jameses  are  spoken  of  in  the  New 
Testament  ;  not  two,  as  those  who  identify  the  younger 
apostle  with  the  Lord's  brother  suppose.  And  it 
is  improbable  that  the  persons  called  Jesus's  brethren 
were  so  from  Joseph's  first  marriage,  so  that  Mary 
was  not  their  mother."^ 

'  In  tlie  Sttulien  unci  Kritiken  for  1842. 

*  See  Bleek's  Einleitmuj,  p.  /544, 

*  See  Iloltzmanu  in  IJilgenfeld's  Zeitschrift  for  1880,  p.  198,  etc. 
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Various  supposititious  productions  bear  the  name  of 
James  (the  Lord's  brother),  such  as  the  Protevangelium 
Jacobi ;  the  Diamartyna  appended  to  the  first  introduc- 
tory letter  in  the  Clementine  Homilies  ;  and  the  Ana- 
hatkmoi.     These  are  Ebionite  productions. 

AUTHORSHIP. 

James  the  Elder  died  too  early  to  allow  of  the  sup- 
position that  he  wrote  the  epistle.  Yet  the  subscription 
of  the  old  Latin  version  published  by  Martianay  and 
Sabatier  (fF)  assigns  it  to  him.  The  subscriptions  of 
the  Peshito  in  the  editions  of  Widmansted,  Tremellius, 
and  Trost,  probably  ascribe  it  to  James  the  Less,  though 
they  have  no  more  than  the  apostle  James.  It  must  either 
have  been  written  by,  or  in  the  name  of,  James  the 
Lord's  brother,  or  James  son  of  Alpheus.  Most  of 
the  early  fathers  attribute  it  to  the  former  ;  but  internal 
evidence  must  decide. 

1.  The  acquaintance  which  the  epistle  shows  with 
Paul's  epistles,  especially  those  to  the  Romans  and  Gala- 
tians  ;  above  all  its  polemic  aspect  towards  the  doctrme 
of  justification  by  faith  alone,  assign  it  to  a  somewhat 
late  period. 

2.  The  style  of  writing  is  too  good  for  James,  being 
23ure,  elevated,  poetical,  betraying  the  influence  of  Gre- 
cian culture..  We  do  not  deny  that  he  knew  Greek, 
though  he  lived  constantly  at  Jerusalem;  indeed  a  pas- 
sage in  Hegesippus,  where  it  is  related  that  the  Jews 
wished  James  to  address  the  people  at  the  passover, 
'  because  all  the  tribes  have  come  together,  on  account 
of  the  passover,  with  the  Gentiles  also,'  implies  his  ac- 
quaintance with  that  language.^  But  all  we  know  of 
him,  makes  it  improbable  that  he  could  write  such  Greek 
as  that  of  the  epistle.  The  diction  is  remarkable  for  its 
vivid  colouring,  its  felicitous  selection  of  terms,  its  rhe- 

1  Ap.  Euseb.  H.  E.  ii.  23. 
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torical  character  ;  and  could  scarcely  proceed  from  a 
Jewish  Christian  like  James,  who,  presiding  over  the 
mother  church  at  Jerusalem,  thought  and  spoke  in 
Arama3an.  The  good  Greek  of  the  epistle  is  strange, 
and  cannot  be  explained  by  the  assumption  that  James 
had  grown  up  m  a  district  entirely  Grecised  like  Galilee. 
Its  figurative  style  tells  against  him ;  although  an  abrupt 
sententiousness  is  not  wanting. 

3.  As  far  as  we  know  the  character  of  James  from 
the  New  Testament  and  Hegesippus,  it  is  not  in  har- 
mony with  the  epistle.  He  was  a  narrow,  ascetic  Jew- 
ish Christian  who  would  not  have  omitted  allusion  to 
circumcision  and  the  ceremonial  law.  Herder  indeed 
tries  to  show  an  agreement  with  the  disposition  and 
character  of  the  Lord's  brother  ;  but  the  whole  letter 
harmonises  badly  with  such  authorship. 

4.  The  Jewish  Christian  standpoint  of  the  writer  is 
apparent.     He  calls  Abraham  '  our  father,'  and  appeals 
to  the  word  of  truth  as  the  royal  laio,  and  the  perfect 
law  of  hberty.     He  uses  the  word  synagogue  (ii.  2)  not 
church  ;   and  Epiphanius  tells  us  that  the  Ebionites  did 
the  same.     The   moral   deterioration    of  Christians   is 
referred  in  part  to  the  licence  of  Pauline  doctrine  which 
set  them  free  from  the   law  ;    and  the  author    asserts 
against    it,  justification    by   works.      Hilgenfeld    has 
rightly  observed,  that  the  legal  Christianity  advocated 
by  James  is  coloured  with  Essene  morality.     The  sen- 
timents respecting  swearing,  riches,  and  trade  coincide 
with   those    of  the   Essenes.     The   writer   emphasises 
mercy,  exhorts  his  readers  to  be  swift  to  hear,  slow  to 
speak,  and  slow   to  wrath — admonitions  which  agree 
with  Josephus's  description  of  the  sect.     The  Orphic 
colouring  which  Hilgenfeld  professes  to  see  also,  appeal- 
ing to  the  admonition  against  much  speaking  and  the 
evil   produced   by  the   tongue,  to  the  word  of  truth 
(i.  18),  the  engrafted  word  (i.  21),  and  especially  to  the 
description  of  the  tongue  in  iii.  6,  is  precarious.     The 
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writer's  Ebionite  point  of  view  accounts  for  the  fact 
tliat  the  essential  doctrines  of  Christianity,  such  as 
atonement  by  the  death  of  Christ,  his  resurrection,  the 
influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  &c.,  are  absent.  It  has 
no  christology,  though  Pfeiffer  and  Huther  are  anxious 
to  find  one  in  i.  1 ;  neither  are  distinctive  Christian  doc- 
trines implied  in  iv.  5,  and  v.  14,  as  the  latter  supposes. 
Had  James  written  it,  we  should  naturally  expect  some 
mention  of  Christ's  resurrection.  But  no  distinctive 
Christian  doctrine  appears,  not  even  the  fact  that  Jesus 
approved  himself  the  Messiah  by  his  death  and  resur- 
rection. 

5.  If  the  letter  has  respect  to  the  doctrine  taught 
by  Paul,  it  can  scarcely  be  James's.  It  is  true  that  the 
bishop  of  Jerusalem  was  put  to  death  by  the  Pharisees 
before  Judaism  received  its  death-blow  in  the  destruction 
of  the  city;  but  the  tendency  of  the  epistle  points  to  a 
time  when  there  was  some  desire  to  bring  the  Pauline 
and  Judaising  parties  nearer  to  one  another. 

6.  The  letter  is  professedly  addressed  to  all  Jewish 
Christians  out  of  Palestine.  But  were  there  churches 
composed  of  such  members?  All  were  made  up  of 
Jewish  and  Gentile  believers  ;  the  larger  proj^ortion 
being  Gentiles.  Churches  were  of  a  mixed  character, 
exce^Dt  in  Palestine.  Wiesinger  therefore  may  well  ask, 
Where  shall  we  look  for  the  Jewish  Christians  out  of 
Palestine  which  will  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the 
epistle?  a  question  not  answered  by  a  reference  to  Acts 
ii.  5-11;  xi.  19,  &c.,  because  the  passages  are  far  from 
implying  the  extensive  establishment  of  Jewish  Chris- 
tian churches  immediately  after  Pentecost,  even  if  the 
accounts  were  literally  exact.  The  earliest  history,  so 
far  from  containing  a  clear  trace  of  such  churches 
widely  scattered  through  the  lands,  disproves  their 
multiplication.  Does  not  another  writer  than  James 
betray  himself  here,  in  addressing  Jewish  Christians 
alone,  whereas  they  were  so  incorporated  with  Gentile 
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ones  in  the  cliurclies  that  an  epistle  could  not  find 
them  alone  ?  De  Wette,  however,  understands  '  the 
twelve  tribes  scattered  abroad,'  to  mean  all  Christians 
out  of  Palestine  ;  and  thus  removes  the  mcongruity. 
And  how  did  James  become  acquainted  with  the  state 
and  temptations  of  the  Jewish  Christians  scattered 
through  many  lands  and  incorporated  with  many 
Gentile  churches?  Were  they  in  the  habit  of  visiting 
Jerusalem  to  keep  the  feasts,  so  that  he  could  learn  m 
that  way  ?  Those  in  Syria,  Cilicia,  and  the  other  parts  adja- 
cent may  have  gone  up  to  the  metropolis  ;  but  this  does 
not  apply  to  the  majority  scattered  through  more  dis- 
tant lands.  The  bishop  of  the  Jerusalem  church  could 
have  got  little  definite  information  from  the  strangers 
visiting  his  city,  comparatively  few  as  they  were.  In 
any  case,  the  writer  does  not  convey  the  impression 
that  his  knowledge  of  their  condition  was  mmute  or 
specific,  for  his  language  is  general,  such  as  a  later 
author  writing  in  his  name  would  employ  ;  and  his 
relation  to  them  is  never  alluded  to.  The  Imk  between 
them,  as  far  as  the  epistle  shows,  is  a  loose  one. 

These  observations  are  unfavourable  to  the  compo- 
sition of  the  letter  by  James  the  Just.  And  they  dis- 
agree equally  with  the  authorship  of  James  the  Less.  The 
writer  does  not  style  himself  the  Lords  brother  ;  neither 
does  he  call  himself  an  apostle.  Probably  the  Judaised 
Christianity  of  the  epistle  should  not  be  carried  into  the 
second  century  and  the  circle  of  the  Clementine  Homi- 
lies. That  there  are  parallels  between  these  homilies 
and  our  epistle,  cannot  be  denied.^  The  origin  and  ob- 
ject of  the  apocrj^phal  production  lead  to  points  of 
resemblance.  But  there  are  marked  differences  also. 
Ingenious  therefore  as  Schwegler's  reasoning  is,^  it  does 
not  prove  that  the  epistle  was  written  in  James's  name 

'  A  collection   of  them  is  given   b}'  Kern,  Der  Brief  Jacohi,  u.  s.  to.,  p. 
56,  et  scq. 

'  Schwegler,  Das  nachajwstolische  Zeitalter,  vol.  i.  p.  13,  ct  seq. 


THE   EPISTLE   OF  JAMES.  313 

SO  late  as  the  second  century.  The  production  is  a  post- 
Pauline  one,  proceeding  from  a  Jewish  Christian  or 
Ebionite. 


PERSONS    TO    WHOM    IT   WAS    ADDRESSED. 

According  to  i.  1,  the  letter  is  directed  to  '  the  twelve 
tribes  which  are  scattered  abroad,'  i.e.  to  all  the  Jews 
out  of  Palestine  ;  that  is,  to  such  as  had  embraced 
Christianity,  the  spiritual  Israel  in  their  dispersion. 
The  writer  did  not  intend  to  address  unbelieving  Jews 
or  unconverted  as  well  as  converted  ones,  but  simply 
converts.  This  appears  at  the  commencement,  where 
the  words,  '  the  trying  of  your  faith  worketh  patience,' 
imply  believers.  So  also,  ii.  1,  'have  not  the  faith  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Lord  of  glory,  with  respect 
of  persons.'  The  seventh  verse  of  the  2nd  chapter 
points  to  the  same  conclusion  :  '  Do  they  not  blaspheme 
that  worthy  name  by  the  which  ye  are  called?  '  i.e.  the 
name  of  Christ. 

It  is  inconclusive  to  argue  that  the  letter  was  in- 
tended for  the  unconverted  as  well  as  the  converted  Jews 
because  there  is  only  a  general  salutation  at  the  beginning 
and  no  Christian  benediction  at  the  end.  Nor  is  it 
correct  to  interpret  the  wars  and  fightings  (iv.  1—10)  of 
the  mutinies  of  the  Jews,  especially  the  Zealots.  Neither 
was  the  3rd  chapter  intended  for  Jews,  as  well  as  Jew- 
ish Christians. 

We  cannot  extend  the  sense  of  the  expression  '  the 
twelve  tribes '  so  far  as  to  make  it  equivalent  to  the 
'  Israel  of  God'  in  Gal.  vi.  16,  i.e.  to  all  Christians 
Jewish  and  Gentile,  though  the  true  Israel  of  God  em- 
brace them,  because  the  use  of  the  phrase  twelve  tribes  is 
inexplicable  if  the  writer  intended  all  believers  without 
distinction.  The  author  makes  no  allusion  to  Gentile 
converts,  nor  to  the  relation  between  Jew  and  Gentile 
incorporated  into  one  spiritual  body. 
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In  answer  to  the  questions,  Were  Jewish  Christians 
out  of  Palestine  numerous,  at  the  time  when  the  epistle 
was  written?  in  what  country  or  countries  were  they? 
were  they  scattered  through  many  lands,  or  confined  to 
a  comparatively  limited  district?  no  specific  information 
can  be  given.  There  is  no  authority  for  limiting  the 
circle  of  readers,  as  some  have  done,  to  Syria,  Cilicia, 
and  the  adjacent  parts.  It  is  also  unwarrantable  to 
include  among  them  Jewish  Christians  in  the  Palestinian 
churches  out  of  Jerusalem,  as  Huther  is  inclined  to  do. 
"We  abide  by  the  view  that  the  letter  was  professedly 
written  for  the  benefit  of  all  Jews  out  of  Palestine  who 
had  embraced  Christianity. 


PLACE    AND    TIME    OF    WRITING. 

Hug  ^  has  attempted  to  deduce  the  place  of  writing 
from  certain  internal  marks,  which,  in  his  opinion, 
clearly  point  to  Palestine.  The  author's  native  land 
was  not  far  from  the  sea  (i.  6  ;  iii.  4),  and  was  blessed 
with  valuable  productions,  such  as  figs,  oil,  and  wine 
(iii.  12).  It  was  exposed  to  drought ;  and  productions 
were  often  scarce  for  want  of  rain  (v.  17,  18).  Sudden 
devastations  of  the  vegetable  kingdom  were  occasioned 
by  a  fiery  wind  (i.  11).  The  early  and  latter  rains 
were  familiar  (v.  7).  As  these  phenomena  existed  in 
many  oriental  countries  they  do  not  necessarily  point  to 
Palestine.  There  is  great  difiiculty  m  ascertaining  the 
time  of  writmg,  as  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  some 
critics  fix  it  so  early  as  a.d.  44,  others  so  late  as  the 
second  century,  and  dates  vary  between  these  extremes. 
The  following  particulars  bear  upon  this  pomt. 

1.  The  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  with  which  the 
early  Christians  identified  Christ's  second  coming,  was 
approaching  (v.  7,  8)  or  at  hand. 

*  Introduction  by  Fosdiclj,  p.  587. 
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2.  In  ii.  7  there  is  an  allusion  to  the  name  Christian. 
The  disciples  were  called  Christians  for  the  first  time  at 
Antioch.  This  makes  the  date  later  than  Acts  xi.  26, 
or  A.D.  44. 

3.  In  ii.  2-4,  distinctions  of  places  or  seats  in 
Christian  churches,  an  ambitious  love  of  pre-eminence 
in  the  meetings  for  worship,  an  unworthy  partiality  for 
the  rich  and  a  neglect  of  the  poor,  are  inconsistent  with 
an  early  period.  Such  outward  arrangements  and  con- 
veniences in  places  of  worship  imply  a  state  of  organi- 
sation which  did  not  exist  for  a  considerable  time  after 
churches  were  formed  ;  an  argument  not  disproved  by 
the  erroneous  assumption  that  the  places  of  meeting  for 
Jewish  Christians  were  then  synagogues.  The  Greek 
word  translated  assembly  (ii.  2)  does  not  mean  the  place 
of  meeting,  but  the  congregation  in  the  place.  Nor  is 
it  like  the  freshness  and  zeal  of  recent  conversion,  that 
rich  members  should  covet  outward  respect  m  regard  to 
seats  in  congregations  ;  or  that  the  poor  should  be 
treated  with  marked  disfavour.  Piety  had  greatly  de- 
generated where  this  spirit  appeared.  Amid  the  worldly 
views  and  arrangements  which  prevailed  m  these  Chris- 
tian assemblies,  early  Christian  love  had  grown  cold. 
We  must  therefore  assume  a  time  sufficient  to  allow  of 
the  existence  of  conveniences  in  buildings  used  for 
worship,  of  seats  comfortable  and  otherwise,  of  a  spirit 
of  partiality  and  ambitious  selfishness  on  the  part  of 
the  rich.  Though  human  nature  is  prone  to  deteriorate, 
the  Jewish  converts  could  scarcely  have  fallen  so  far 
from  their  first  love  soon  after  their  adoption  of  Chris- 
tianity. Years  would  be  required  for  such  declension. 
Should  it  be  said  that  the  deterioration  is  accounted  for 
by  the  time  between  Peter's  sermon  at  Pentecost  and 
the  date  of  the  epistle,  the  plea  is  insufiicient,  because 
all  the  Jewish  Christians  out  of  Palestine  are  addressed; 
and  a  declension  so  universal  is  improbable.  Had  one 
or  more  churches  degenerated,  the  assumption  might  be 
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admitted  ;  but  tlie  fact  of  all  being  in  the  same  circum- 
stances is  against  the  deterioration  implied. 

In  these  remarks  we  assume  that  thoiio-h  the  Jewish 
term  i^ynagogue  denotes  a  Christian  assembly  or  church, 
the  use  of  it  does  not  necessarily  show  an  early  period, 
because  it  may  only  imply  the  standpoint  of  the  writer 
not  an  objective  relation.  Nothing  can  be  inferred  from 
it  respecting  Jewish  Christians  still  meeting  with  their 
unbelieving  brethren  in  the  old  synagogues — a  thing 
most  improbable.  We  have  also  assumed,  that  the  rich 
and  poor  who  are  mentioned  were  Christian. 

4.  The  author's  argument  about  faith  alone  without 
works  is  inconsistent  with  an  early  date.  In  the  time 
of  Christ,  a  Pharisaic  confidence  in  the  law,  apart  from 
a  holy  life,  was  the  besetting  sin  of  the  Jews.  Had  this 
given  way  when  the  epistle  was  composed?  Either  the 
controversy  referred  to  in  the  15th  chapter  of  the  Acts 
had  not  arisen  ;  or  it  had  been  settled.  If  it  had  not 
arisen,  is  it  likely  that  confidence  m  the  law,  to  the 
neglect  of  a  pure  life,  had  ceased?  We  believe  not,  else 
it  must  be  assumed  that  such  confidence  was  succeeded 
by  reliance  on  exclusive  purity  of  faith  which  the  Jews 
carried  over  into  Christianity;  an  assumption  totally 
baseless,  because  Paul  afterwards  combats  reliance  on 
the  law.  Thus  a  late  date  alone  is  correct,  one  pos- 
terior to  James  himself.  As  the  epistle  contains  no 
trace  of  a  scrupulous  observance  of  the  Mosaic  law  on 
the  part  of  the  readers,  the  controversy  respecting  the 
continued  obligation  of  the  law,  which  Paul  had  carried 
to  a  successful  issue,  had  produced  its  effect.  To  assert 
that  it  had  not  begun,  or  that  the  writer  and  his  readers 
were  agreed  about  the  non-observance  of  the  law,  is  to 
oppose  all  the  testimony  we  have  respecting  James,  who 
was  an  observer  of  the  law  moral  and  ceremonial,  to  the 
end  of  life.  An  early  date  disposes  of  the  epistle's 
authenticity,  as  well  as  a  late  one. 

5.  If  the  author  has  borrowed   Pauline  ideas  and 


THE  EPISTLE  OF  JAMES.  317 

words,  we  have  so  far  the  evidence  of  a  late  date.  Tlie 
phrase  transgressor  of  the  laio  ^  is  both  in  Rom.  ii.  25,  27, 
and  James  ii.  11;  the  single  term  transgressor  being 
used  absolutely  in  Gal.  ii.  18  and  James  ii.  9  ;  to  fidjil 
the  law  ^  occurs  alike  in  Rom.  ii.  2  7  and  James  ii.  8  ; 
doer  of  the  law,  hearer  of  the  law,^  are  common  to  Rom. 
ii.  13  and  James  iv.  11,  &c.  &c. ;  fruit  of  righteousness'^  is 
found  in  Phil.  i.  11  and  James  iii.  IH  ;  be  not  deceived  ^ 
is  in  1  Cor.  vi.  9  ;  xv.  33  ;  Gal.  vi.  7  ;  and  James  i.  IG  ; 
but  some  one  will  say  ^  is  common  to  1  Cor.  xv.  35  and 
James  ii.  18  ;  the  word  rendered  entire'^  is  in  1  Thess.  v. 
23  ;  the  term  members^  in  James  iii.  G  ;  iv.  1,  is  frequent 
in  Paul's  epistles  to  the  Romans  and  Corinthians ;  the 
verb  translated  de'  eiving  ^  in  James  i.  22  appears  in 
Coloss.  ii.  4  ;  and  the  word  of  God  is  termed  the  perfect 
law  of  liberty  (James  i.  25),  a  phrase  apparently  derived 
from  Paul's  liberal  ideas.  The  apostle  of  the  Gentiles 
was  the  first  to  brino-  the  idea  of  law  over  into  the  de- 
partment  of  Christianity  in  connection  with  fi^edom  of 
conscience ;  and  James  applies  it  to  the  word  of  God 
because  the  transference  had  been  made.  It  is  true  that 
Paul  has  always  a  polemic  reference  to  the  Mosaic  law 
when  he  speaks  of  individual  freedom,  while  such  refer- 
ence does  not  appear  in  James ;  but  if  the  apostle  of  the 
Gentiles  had  already  asserted  that  liberty  with  trium- 
phant success,  so  that  it  could  be  considered  an  acknow- 
ledged fact,  James  had  no  need  to  look  at  the  Mosaic 
law  polemically  where  he  speaks  of  the  '  perfect  law  of 
liberty  ; '  the  phrase  implies  a  recognition  of  freedom 
from  that  law  which  every  Christian  enjoyed,  and  conse- 
quently the  priority  of  the  Pauline  ministry  and 
writings  which  were  the  means  of  procuring  that  re- 
cognition.    The  attempt  of  Briickner  ^^  to  show  that  the 

*  napajScLTrjs  voiiov.  ^  vofiov  reXelj/. 

^  noiTjTTjs  Tov  vofjLov,  aKpoaTrjS  rov  vu/xov.  *  Kapnos  StKaioavvi^s. 

^  pr]  nXauaade.  ^   dXX'  epfl  ris.  ^  oXoKXrjpos. 

*  peXrj.  ^  TrapaXoyi^eadai. 
"^  In  De  W'ette's  Handbuch,  iii.  1,  p.  200,  et  seq. 
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controversy  between  the  claims  of  law  and  gospel  had 
not  arisen  when  the  author  wrote  about  the  freedom  of 
the  Christian's  law,  is  unsuccessful  ;  as  is  his  whole 
endeavour  to  obliterate  all  marks  of  the  present  letter's 
dependence  on  Pauline  conceptions.  The  impression 
which  the  coincidences  we  have  given  make  on  an  un- 
biassed mind,  leads  to  the  rejection  of  their  independent 
origin. 

6.  The  doctrine  of  justification  by  faith  alone,  is 
presupposed  and  denied  by  James.  Could  he  do  so 
without  having  reference  to  Paul's  exposition  of  it  ? 
We  suppose  not,  because  the  apostle  of  the  Gentiles  was 
the  first  to  bring  out  its  importance,  and  hold  it  up  as 
the  essence  of  the  gospel.  It  is  improbable  that  the 
writer  of  our  epistle  should  have  spoken  of  justification 
as  he  does,  unless  an  exposition  well  known  among 
the  Christian  churches  had  preceded.  Not  only  did 
the  expressions  to  he  justijied  hy  faith,  to  be  justified  by 
works,  justification  by  faith,  justification  by  works,  origi- 
nate with  Paul,  but  he  evolved  the  idea  of  justification 
by  faith,  which  cannot  be  considered  a  necessary  element 
in  the  gospel  of  the  primitive  apostles.  In  other  words, 
the  doctrine  was  not  the  common  property  of  Chris- 
tianity from  the  day  of  Pentecost,  or  one  which  Peter 
might  have  taught  had  he  been  thrown  into  circum- 
stances where  its  express  assertion  against  error  was 
necessary.  Briickner  tries  to  fall  back  upon  the  for- 
mulas of  the  doctrine  as  Pauline,  not  the  thing  itself]  but 
fails  to  show  its  extra-Pauline  claim  to  be  considered 
an  integral  part  of  the  gospel.  The  doctrine  and  its 
formulas  must  go  together  ;  and  both  are  distinctively 
Pauline.  Whatever  be  thought  of  his  arguments, 
Huther  is  more  consistent  than  Briickner  in  denying 
all  dependence  of  the  epistle  upon  Pauline  thought. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  show  that  the  doctrine  of  justi- 
fication by  faith  alone  which  Paul  preached,  and  that  of 
justification  by  works  whicli  James  sets  forth,  are  irre- 
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concilable.  The  single  statement,  '  Ye  see  how  that 
by  works  a  man  is  justified,  and  not  by  faith  only/ 
ii.  24,  proves  their  contrariety.  Yet  their  conciliation 
has  been  attempted  from  Calvin's  time  till  the  present, 
either  by  assuming  that  Paul  speaks  of  justification 
before  God,  James  of  justification  before  men  ;  ^  or  that 
the  latter  refers  to  faith  as  his  opponents  understood  it 
in  the  nineteenth  verse  ;  and  to  his  own  view  of  it  in 
the  succeeding  ones.  According  to  this  hypothesis, 
James  means  a  theoretical  belief  which  is  not  a  prin- 
ciple of  moral  conduct,  a  faith  active  in  a  sense,  but  not 
the  main  source  of  Christian  practice.  But  it  is  plain 
that  Paul  speaks  of  faith  being  sufficient  to  justify- 
without  works,  which  James  denies  by  saying  that  a 
man  is  not  justified  by  faith  07ily ;  for  that  Abraham's 
works  not  only  accompanied  his  faith  but  the  two  co- 
operated in  justification.  The  contradiction  is  not 
entirely  obviated  by  Neander's  observation  that  Paul 
looks  at  the  objective-divine,  the  ground  of  election  by 
God  on  which  man's  trust  should  rest ;  James  at  the 
subjective-human,  which,  presupposing  the  Divine  fact 
whence  all  proceeds,  man  must  perform  on  his  part.^ 
Nor  is  it  removed  by  showing  that  James  applies  the 
same  term  to  two  distinct  affections  of  the  soul,  the  one 
passive,  the  other  active,  as  long  as  it  is  admitted  that 
the  faith  predicated  of  Abraham  by  both  is  a  non-pas- 
sive state  of  mind.  However  plausible  Neander's 
exposition  of  the  views  given  by  James  and  Paul 
respectively  concernmg  the  justifying  power  of  faith 
and  works,  it  does  not  fully  harmonise  them.  And  if 
he  has  not  succeeded  in  reconciling  what  is  incapable  of 
agreement,  it  may  be  assumed  that  others  fail.  It  is 
easy  to  say  that    '  the  truths   which  these  two  great 

*  '  Paiilo  esse  gratuitam  justitise  imputationem  apud  Dei  tribunal: 
Jacobo  autem  esse  demonstrationem  justitise  ab  etfectis,idque  apud  homines.' 
—  Calvin  in  Jacohi  Ep.  ii.  21, 

2  Geschichte  der  Pflanzung  und  Leitung,  u.  s.  to.  zweyter  Band,  p.  864, 
vierte  Auflage. 
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apostles  were  commissioned  to  teacli  were  comple- 
mentary and  supplementary,  but  not  contradictoiy  of 
each  other  ; '  but  the  words,  '  ye  see  then  how  that  by 
works  a  man  is  justified  and  not  by  faith  only,'  plainly 
refute  the  dogmatic  affirmation.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  laboured  attempts  of  Bishops  Bull  and  O'Brien, 
with  the  artificial  subtleties  of  Bruckner,  are  repelled  by 
common  sense. 

The  difference  arises  from  the  views  of  human 
nature  peculiar  to  the  two  authors.  While  Paul  attri- 
butes reality  only  to  the  facts  of  consciousness,  James 
assio'ns  it  to  works  that  leave  palpable  marks  on  the 
outward  world.  The  former  emphasises  the  mental 
state,  leaving  its  external  manifestations  out  of  account; 
the  latter  co-ordinates  faith  and  works.  To  Paul,  the 
ideal  is  the  only  real  ;  to  James  the  noumenal  and 
actual,  the  internal  and  external  are  separate  ;  a  duahsm 
which  Paul  commonly  ignores.  Semitic  thought  is  re- 
flected in  James  rather  than  Paul ;  the  latter  shewuig 
his  mental  characteristics  in  holding  forth  the  spiritual 
consciousness  with  which  faith  is  identical.  While  their 
idiosyncrasies  create  an  important  discrepancy,  the  later 
has  also  respect  to  the  earlier  writer,  giving  his  view 
by  way  of  contrast  and  check. 

The  Paulme  doctrine  of  justification  by  faith  which 
had  been  abused  by  many,  is  combated  in  the  epistle. 
James  opposes  the  thing  itself  not  its  abuse.  The 
dogma  was  unacceptable  to  Jewish  Christians,  whose 
modes  of  thinking  could  not  be  readily  reconciled  to 
it.  We  know  that  it  was  subsequently  perverted  ;  the 
apostle's  view  of  faith  being  applied  erroneously,  to  the 
detriment  of  practical  religion.  Such  antinomianism 
was  not  of  Jewish  origin,  but  a  Gnostic  tendency,  a 
speculative  or  ideal  state  of  mind  going  beyond  that  of 

Paul. 

The  anti-Paulinism  of  the  passage  in  James  implies 
that  Paul's  writings  had  been  current  for  a  considerable 


THE   EPISTLE   OF  JAMES.  .321 

time.  He  himself  had  passed  off  the  scene,  without  alie- 
nating Jewish  Christians  from  the  observance  of  the  law, 
or  detaching  them  from  the  doctrine  of  works  cooperat- 
ing with  faith.  The  Jewish  standpoint  of  the  writer  is 
visible,  notwithstanding  his  Christian  spirit.^ 

7.  It  is  probable  that  the  example  of  Rahab  in  ii.  25, 
was  taken  from  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  though. 
Bleek  supposes  that  it  may  have  been  handed  down 
orally  by  Paul  and  his  disciples.  Other  allusions  to 
the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews  are  Abraham's  sacrifice  of 
Isaac,  given  here  as  an  example  of  justification  by 
works  as  opposed  to  justification  by  faith  (James  ii. 
21  and  Hebrews  xi.  17)  ;  and  the  emj)hasising  of  a 
'dead  faith'  over  agamst  'dead  works'  (ii.  26  and 
Hebrews  vi.  1).  '  The  fruit  of  righteousness  sown  in 
peace  '  is  an  echo  of  '  the  peaceable  fruit  of  righteous- 
ness '  (iii.  18  and  Hebrews  xii.  11).  These  references 
imply  the  ejDistle's  non-existence  prior  to  a.d.  67, 

8.  There  are  also  allusions  to  the  Revelation  ;  in  i. 
12  to  Revelation  ii.  10  ;  and  in  i.  18  to  Revelation  xiv. 
4  ;  which  reduce  the  date  of  the  epistle  to  a.d.  69  at 
the  earliest. 

9.  The  direction  to  send  for  the  elders  of  the  church, 
and  their  use  of  oil  with  the  prayer  of  faith,  savours  of 
a  post-apostolic  time.  The  original  function  of  the  elders 
y^^^  government ;  here  another  is  gi^en  to  them.  The  oil 
acquires  a  supernatural  efficacy  by  vn^tue  of  their  prayer, 
so  as  to  cooperate  in  the  cure  of  the  diseased.  The 
power  of  a  natural  remedy  is  exalted  by  the  elders' 
prayer.  If  there  be  not  in  this  a  trace  of  the  magical 
and  theurgic,  the  writer  ascribes  to  the  office-bearers 
a  power  not  altogether  identical  with  the  primitive  gift 
of  healing — that  of  converting  prayer  and  oil  into  suc- 
cessful remedial  agents  of  body  and  soul.  Besides,  the 
office  of  eldership  is  separated  from  the  members  of  the 
church,  a  thing  which  did  not  exist  in  primitive  Cliris- 

'  See  Holtzmann  iu  Schenkel's  Bibel-Lexicon,  vol.  iii.  p.  183,  etc. 
VOL,  I.  Y 
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tianity  ;  and  a  cure  of  souls  points  to  a  later  period  simi- 
lar to  that  implied  in  1  Tim.  v.  17.  Spiritual  functions 
belono"ed  originally  to  all  the  members  ;  and  the  elders 
were  to  watch  over  general  order  and  practice.  Those 
afterwards  called  '  pastors  and  teachers  '  had  the  guid- 
ance of  souls  ;  the  office  of  elder  was  originally  confined 
to  the  church's  outward  guidance. 

10.  The  passage  v.  12  agrees  with  a  text  in  the  gos- 
pel according  to  the  Hebrews,  which  the  Clementines^  also 
use.  But  we  can  hardly  suppose  that  it  was  taken  from 
that  gospel.  Christ's  words  about  swearing,  as  they  are 
recorded  in  his  sermon  on  the  mount  (Matt.  v.  34-37), 
were  handed  down  orally  ;  which  accounts  for  their  form 
being  a  little  different  in  Matthew,  James,  the  Clemen- 
tines, and  the  Gospel  of  the  Hebrews.  Neither  can  we 
believe  that  the  resemblances  of  certain  places  to  others 
in  the  Book  of  Wisdom  and  Ecclesiasticus  are  free 
citations  ;  though  they  are  so  regarded  by  Theile  and 
Schwegler.^  The  ethical  tendency  of  the  works  accounts 
for  the  resemblances  in  question.  There  is  no  good 
reason  for  bringing  down  the  origin  of  the  epistle  to 
the  time  of  the  apostolic  fathers. 

11.  The  fact  that  the  essential  doctrines  of  Christi- 
anity, the  death  of  Christ,  atonement  by  His  blood,  the 
influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  recede  into  the  background, 
as  they  do  in  the  Clementines,  does  not  show  a  post- 
apostolic  origin,  as  Kern  supposed.  Hilgenfeld  argues 
for  a  somewhat  late  date  of  the  epistle  from  ii.  6-7,  v.  6, 
because  legal  courts  for  trymg  Christians  were  not  in- 
stituted before  Domitian  (a.d.  81-96).  The  basis  is 
too  slender  to  support  the  conclusion.  Formal  legal 
courts  authorised  by  the  emperor  need  not  be  found  in 
the  passages.     The  most  probable  date  appears  to  be 

'  iii.  65. 

'  Compare  James  i.  5  with  Sirach  xx.  15 ;  i.  10  with  Sirach  ii.  9  ;  i.  13 
with  Sirach  xv.  11  ;  v.  1  with  Wisdom  v.  8 ;  v.  6  with  Wisdom  ii.  20 
and  Sirach  xxxi.  22. 


THE   EPISTLE   OF   JAMES.  323 

the  end  of  a.d.  69  or  70,  between  the  death  of  Paul  and 
the  destruction  of  Jerusalem.  We  agree  with  Grimm 
that  it  was  not  written  before  a.d.  69,  but  cannot  with 
Blom  assume  a.d.  80  ;  nor  the  reign  of  Domitian,  with 
Hilgenfeld. 

authenticity  and  canonicity. 

Clement  of  Rome,  Hermas,  and  Iren^eus  are  cited 
in  favour  of  the  epistle.  The  first  writes  to  the  Corin- 
thians :  '  Abraham,  called  (God's)  friend,  was  found 
faithful,  m  that  he  was  obedient  to  the  words  of  God. 
....  Through  faith  and  hospitality,  a  son  was  given 
him  in  his  old  age  ;  and  by  obedience  he  oifered  him  a 
sacrifice  to  God'  (compare  James  ii.  21-23).^ 

Again  :  '  By  faith  and  hospitality,  Rahab  the  harlot 
was  saved  '  (compare  James  ii.  25  and  Hebr.  xi.  31).''^ 

The  former  passage  makes  it  probable  that  Clement 
had  read  the  epistle,  the  second  is  uncertain.  Others 
quoted  by  Lardner  and  Kirchhofer  are  doubtful. 

It  is  also  supposed  that  Hermas  has  alluded  to  our 
epistle  at  least  in  one  place  :  '  For  if  ye  resist  him  (the 
devil),  he  will  flee  from  you  with  confusion'  (compare 
James  iv.  7).^  This  testimony  is  uncertain,  because  the 
saying  was  a  current  one. 

But  although  the  passages  in  Hermas  that  appear  to 
be  reminiscences  of  our  epistle  are  not  decisive,  it  is 
very  probable  that  the  one  was  acquainted  with  the 
other,  because  their  point  of  view  is  similar.  Both  look 
at  Christianity  in  its  ethical  aspect,  separate  the  rich 
and  poor  widely,  and  present  no  christology. 

Irenaeus  seems  to  have  known  the  epistle  when  he 
writes  :  '  Abraham  believed  God,  and  it  was  counted  to 
him  for  righteousness,  and  he  was  called  the  friend  of 
God'  (James  ii.  23).^ 

1  Ad.  Cor.  c.  10.  2  Ibid.  c.  12.  ^  Mandat.  xii.  5. 

*  '  Ipse  Abraham  ........  credidit  Deo,  et  reputatum  est  iUi  ad 

justitiam,  et  amicus  Dei  vocatus  est.' — Adv.  Hares,  lib.  iv.  xvi.  2,  p.  1016, 
ed.  Migne. 

T  2 
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It  will  be  observed,  that  none  of  these  writers  refers 
to  the  epistle  as  Scripture  or  canonical  or  written  by 
James.  Their  evidence  simply  attests  the  existence  of 
it  when  they  wrote. 

The  first  writer  who  expressly  mentions  the  writer  is 
Qrigen  :  '  For  though  it  be  called  faith,  if  it  be  without 

works  it  is  dead,  as  we  read  in  the  epistle  current  as 

J'    '1 
ames  s. 

The  word  here  rendered  current  may  indicate  a  doubt 
in  Origen's  mind  whether  James  really  wrote  the  epistle. 
In  parts  of  his  works  which  exist  only  in  Rufinus's 
Latin  version,^  the  letter  is  cited  as  the  apostle  James's, 
the  brother  of  our  Lord  ;  it  is  even  styled  '  the  divme 
epistle  of  the  apostle  James  ;  '  but  such  exjDressions 
may  be  interpolated. 

Eusebius  states  that  Clemens  Alexandrinus  made 
brief  comments  on  all  the  catholic  epistles  ;  ^  and  Cassio- 
dorus  says  that  he  explained  the  canonical  epistles,  i.e. 
the  first  of  Peter,  the  first  and  second  of  John,  and  the 
epistle  of  Jude.*  It  is  improbable  that  he  commented 
on  all  the  catholic  epistles.  He  has  nowhere  quoted  or 
alluded  to  that  of  James.  The  fragments  of  Dionysius 
of  Alexandria  are  too  doubtful  to  be  cited  as  his,  though 
Hug  uses  them. 

Tertullian  never  mentions  the  epistle.  The  three 
passages^given  by  Lardner  and  Kirchhofer,  bearing 
some  resemblance  to  parts  of  James,  are  insufiicient 
to  prove  his  use  of  it.  And  yet  he  employed  the 
canonical  books  of  the  New  Testament,  even  the  short 
epistle  to  Philemon.     In  his  '  Scorpiace,'  ^  after  citing 

'  iav  yap  Xiyrjrai  fxev  iriaris,  X'^P'-^  ^^  fpycov  Tvyxavrj,  vtKpd  eariv  f) 
ToiavTT],  cos  iv  Tfi  (^epojxevri  luKMJBov  eTnaTo^ti  aveyvoofiev. — C'o)?iment.  tn  Joann, 
torn   xix.  (Opp.  iv.  p.  306). 

*  Cominentary  in  Ep.  ad  Rom.  lib.  iv. —  0pp.  iv.  p.  635.  Ibid.  p.  536, 
lib.  ix.  p.  654.  Horn.  3  in  Psalm  xxxvi.  p.  671.  Horn.  13  in  Gen.,  3  and  8 
in  Exod.,  2  in  Levit. 

3  Hid.  Eccdes.  vi.  14. 

*  hi»f it ut.  Divln.  Script ur.  c.  viii.  Judfn  not  Jacohi\8\\\e  right  read- 
ing. ^  Cap.  8. 
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Peter,  John,  and  Paul,  he  has  nothing  from  James, 
though  passages  in  his  letter  were  appropriate.  It  is 
still  more  remarkable  that  he  does  not  appeal  to  James, 
V.  16,  in  his  treatise  on  prayer.  He  either  knew 
nothing  of  the  epistle  ;  or  knowing,  rejected  it  as  un- 
canonical.     The  latter  is  the  more  probable. 

The  Muratorian  fragment  on  the  canon  passes  over 
the  epistle  ;  and  the  Pseudo-Clementine  writings  have 
no  trace  of  it. 

Eusebius  puts  it  among  the  antilegomena.  His 
words  are  :  '  But  of  the  controverted,  though  well 
known  (or  approved)  by  many,  are  that  called  the 
epistle  of  James,'  &c.^  Elsewhere  the  historian  writes  : 
'  Thus  far  concerning  James,  who  is  said  to  be  the 
author  of  the  first  of  the  seven  epistles  called  catholic. 
It  should  be  observed,  however,  that  it  is  reckoned 
spurious  :  at  least,  not  many  of  the  ancients  have 
mentioned  it,'  &c.^ 

These  words  of  Eusebius  will  bear  two  meanino^s. 

o 

They  may  express  his  own  opinion  about  the  epistle, 
viz.  that  it  is  spurious  ;  or  they  may  represent  the 
opinion  of  others  in  his  day,  viz.  that  it  was  commonly 
rejected.  With  Ruiinus  and  others  we  adopt  the  latter 
view,  chiefly  because  the  historian  quotes  the  epistle 
elsewhere  as  'the  holy  apostle's,'  and  'Scripture,'^ 
terms  inconsistent  with  the  idea  of  its  spuriousness. 
Yet  Eusebius  uses  the  appellation  '  apostle '  loosely  ; 
and  does  not  attribute  the  same  authority  to  our  epistle 
as  he  does  to  those  of  Paul. 

Hippolytus  appears  to  quote  the  epistle,  but  not 
as   Scripture  or    James's:     'for  judgment   is  without 

'  rdv  S'  avTiX(yofXiV(iiv,  yvcupifKiiV  8'  ovv  ofxas  vols  TToXXois,  t]  XeyofjifVTj 
'luKco^ov  (jyeperai  Kai  rj  'lov8a. — J£.  E.  iil.  25. 

"  roLavra  8(  ra  Kara  top  'la/ca>/3oJ',  ov  rj  TTpooTTj  rav  ovofia^ofifvcov  KaSoXiKwv 
emcTToXaiv  elvat  Xeyerai  •  IfTTfov  8e  cos  vo6(VfTai  p.iv  •  ov  iroWoi  yovv  ratv 
naKaiav  avTrjs  fninrjp.6v(v<Tav,  k.t.\. — Ihid.  ii.  23. 

"  'Compare  Cominent.  in  Psalmos,  Psalm  c. —  0pp.  vol.  v.  p.  1244,  ed. 
Migne. 
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mercy  to  him  that  has  not  showed  mercy  '  (James  ii. 
U)} 

Jerorne  acknowledged  the  authenticity  :  '  James, 
called  the  Lord's  brother,  surnamed  the  Just,  wrote 
but  one  epistle,  which  is  among  the  seven  catholic 
ones  ;  which  is  also  said  to  have  been  published  by 
another  in  his  name,  though  it  has  gradually  obtained 
authority,  in  process  of  time.'  ^ 

Theodore  of  Mopsuestia  rejected  it,  as  we  learn  from 
Leontius  of  Byzantium. 

The  Peshito  or  old  Syriac  version  has  the  epistle. 
Hence  Ephrem  speaks  of  it  as  written  by  James  the 
Lord's  brother.  The  canon  of  the  Syrian  church 
affords  important  evidence  in  favour  of  the  epistle's 
authenticity. 

This  summary  of  early  testimony  is  not  favourable 
to  the  canonical  authority  of  our  letter.  Among  the 
Greeks  till  the  fourth  century,  its  reception  was  not 
universal  ;  nor  was  it  approved  by  many.  Its  credit 
afterwards  increased,  so  that  it  was  generally  received 
as  canonical  in  the  fifth  century.  The  Latin  church 
took  little  notice  of  the  epistle  for  some  centuries. 
The  synod  of  Carthage  (a.d.  397),  put  it  into  the 
canon.  The  Latin  as  well  as  the  Greek  church  made 
small  use  of  the  work  till  the  fourth  century,  both 
being  suspicious  of  its  authenticity  ;  but  the  Syrian 
church  received  it  early. 


LEADING    OBJECT. 

The  object  of  the  writer  is  to  admonish  the  readers, 
to  censure  the  errors  connected  with  their  Christian  life, 

^  17  yap  Kpiats  dviXeas  (ctti  rw  fif/  TroirjaavTieXfos. —  Treatise  concerning  the 
End  of  the  World  and  Antichrist,  p.  122,  ed.  P.  de  Lagarde. 

^  '  Jacobus  qui  appellatur  I'rater  Domini,  coguoaiento  Justus 

unam  tantum  scripsit  epistolatn,  quae  de  septem  catholicis  est,  quae  et  ipsa 
ab  alio  quodam  sub  nomine  ejus  edit  a  asseritur,  licet  paulatim  tempore  pro- 
cedente  obtinuiTit  auctoritateui.' — (Jatal.  Script.  Ecclcs.  c.  2. 
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and  to  console  them  in  adverse  circumstances.  They 
were  guilty  of  improprieties.  Their  faults  needed  recti- 
fication, and  they  are  reproved.  They  were  exposed  to 
outward  trials  and  suffering  from  oppression.  He  ex- 
horts them  to  be  patient  and  steadfast,  maintaining  their 
trust  in  the  divine  word  amid  discouragements.  Thus 
his  object  was  to  reprove,  comfort,  exhort,  and  en- 
courage. Aware  of  the  general  circumstances  affecting 
them  and  the  errors  they  had  committed,  he  addresses 
them  in  a  practical  style. 

It  is  impossible  to  discover  any  definite  cause  which  -t^^*-^/ 
led  the  unknown  author  to  write  in  James's  name.  Only  '-'  -*^ 
one  part  of  the  epistle  is  polemic  (ii.  14-26),  while  the 
rest  is  commonly  corrective  and  conciliatory.  Every- 
thing personal  and  individual  is  absent  from  the  letter, 
because  James  writing  from  Jerusalem  to  Christians 
scattered  abroad,  could  have  known  little  of  them  except 
in  a  general  way.  Doubtless  the  author's  motive  was 
good  ;  so  that  he  speaks  with  authority  to  the  brethren, 
reprovmg  them  for  their  worldlmess  and  exposing  their 
faults. 


CHAEACTERISTICS    OF    THE    WRITER   AND    HIS   READERS. 

The  nature  of  the  epistle  is  peculiar,  forming  a  con- 
trast to  Paul's  writings,  since  the  author's  standpoint 
is  Jewish  rather  than  Christian.     The  ideas  are  cast  in 
a  Jewish  mould.     The  very  name  of  Christ  occurs  but 
twice  (i.  1  ;  ii.  1),  and  His  atonement  is  scarcely  touched. 
We  see  little  more  than  the  threshold  of  the  new  system. 
It  is  the  teaching  of  a  Christian  Jew,  rather  than  of  one 
who  had  reached  a  true  apprehension  of  the  essence  of 
Christ's  religion.     The    doctrinal   development  is  im- 
perfect.    It  is  only  necessary  to  read  the  entire  epistle 
to  perceive  the  truth  of  these  remarks.     In  warning  his 
readers  against  transgression  of  the  law  by  partiality  to 
individuals,   the  author   adduces    Jewish   rather   than 
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Christian  motives  (ii.  8-13).  The  greater  part  of  the 
3rd  chapter  respecting  the  government  of  the  tongue  is 
of  the  same  character,  in  which  Christ's  example  is  not 
once  alluded  to  ;  the  illustrations  being  taken  from 
objects  in  nature.  The  warning  against  uncharitable 
judgment  does  not  refer  to  Christ,  or  to  God  who  puts 
his  Spirit  in  the  hearts  of  believers,  but  to  the  law  (iv. 
10-12).  He  who  judges  his  neighbour,  judges  the  law. 
The  exhortation  to  feel  and  act  under  constant  remem- 
brance of  the  dependence  of  our  life  on  God,  belongs  to 
the  same  category  (iv.  13-17).  He  that  knows  good 
without  doing  it,  is  earnestly  admonished  to  practise 
virtue  and  to  avoid  self- security,  without  reference  to 
motives  connected  with  redemption.  Job  and  the  pro- 
phets are  quoted  as  examples  of  patience,  not  Christ ; 
and  the  efficacy  of  prayer  is  proved  by  the  instance  of 
Elias,  without  allusion  to  the  Redeemer's  promise  (v. 
17).  The  epistle  is  wound  up  after  the  same  Jewish 
fashion  ;  though  the  opportunity  of  mentioning  Christ, 
who  gave  himself  a  sacrifice  for  sin,  presented  itself 
naturally. 

The  very  method  in  which  the  author  writes  is  He- 
braistic. ''  His  sentences  are  short  and  weighty,  like  the 
proverbial  sayings  of  the  Jews.  Their  connection  is 
feeble,  one  followmg  another  without  a  clear  link  of 
union.  '•  Even  when  a  subject  is  treated  more  fully  than 
usual,  an  epigrammatic  sentence  clo«^es  it  (i.  5-8,  13-16, 
22-27  ;  ii.  1-13, 14-26  ;  iii.  1-5,  6-8,  13-18  ;  iv.  1-10, 
13-17  ;  V.  7-10).  The  author's  mode  of  proof  is  by  the 
law,  and  by  examples  occurring  in  the  Old  Testament. 

The  phenomena  of  the  epistle  have  been  explained  in 
two  ways,  on  the  assumption  of  its  authenticity.  With 
Neander  and  Messner  some  believe  that  James  remained 
in  the  narrow  circle  of  doctrinal  ideas  here  unfolded,  and 
that  he  could  do  little  more  than  conduct  his  country- 
men from  the  old  dispensation  to  the  new.  Being  a 
teacher  of  the  Jewish  rather  than  the  Christian  system, 
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he  was  unable  to  instruct  men  in  Christian  knowledge. 
Others  believe  that  James  adapted  his  method  of  instruc- 
tion to  the  persons  addressed,  because  their  knowledge 
was  elementary  and  they  could  not  bear  advanced  doc- 
trines. Neither  explanation  accounts  for  the  character 
of  the  epistle.  The  resemblance  of  many  sentiments  in 
the  epistle  to  the  sermon  on  the  mount  arises  from  the 
writer's  Jewish  Christian  standpoint.  As  the  discourses 
of  Jesus  are  ethical  not  dogmatic,  representing  a  purified 
and  enlarged  Judaism,  the  sentiments  and  language  of 
the  letter  approach  them.  By  comparing  James  i.  5, 
6,  with  Matt.  vii.  7,  xxi.  22  ;  ii.  5  with  Matt.  v.  3  ;  ii. 
8  with  Matt.  xxii.  39  ;  ii.  13  with  Matt.  vii.  1,  2  ;  iii.  1 
with  Matt,  xxiii.  8-14  ;  iii.  12  with  Matt.  vii.  16  ;  iii. 
18  with  Matt.  V,  9  ;  V.  12,  13,  with  Matt.  v.  34-37,  the 
agreement  is  readily  perceived.  The  writer  did  not 
quote  the  written  gospel  of  Matthew  as  a  well-known 
document ;  for  no  passage  in  the  epistle  exhibits  a  clear 
reference  to  it ;  and  the  attempts  to  find  such  are  unavail- 
ing. The  teachings  of  Christ  were  better  known  by  oral 
tradition  than  written  forms  ;  and  the  point  of  view  taken 
by  an  Ebionite  writer  must  be  substantially  like  that 
embodied  in  the  precepts  of  Christ  ;  an  early,  simple, 
practical,  spiritualised  Judaism,  not  the  dogmatic  Pau- 
line system,  which  presents  a  later  development  of  the 
old  religion. 

In  comparison  with  Paul's  writings,  the  epistle  is 
retrograde.  Christianity  would  have  been  a  different 
thing  had  it  continued  upon  a  platform  like  that  of  the 
Old  Testament,  or  been  developed  along  its  lines.  Com- 
pared with  Paulinism,  the  teaching  is  objective  and  prac- 
tical, having  none  of  the  characteristics  which  the  apostle 
derived  from  the  depths  of  his  own  consciousness.  It 
is  ethical  not  doctrinal  ;  and  deals  with  conduct  rather 
than  consciousness.  Yet  it  has  a  value  of  its  own  ; 
and  should  not  be  depreciated  in  Luther's  way. 

The  picture  of  the  Jewish  Christians  is  not  minute, 
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but  consists  of  a  few  general  strokes  wanting  specific 
colouring.  Graphic  as  far  as  it  extends,  it  is  neither 
definite  nor  complete.  The  believers  presented  the  fol- 
lowing features  : — 

1.  They  had  comfortable  places  of  assembling  for 
worship  and  presiding  elders.  Teaching  was  not  yet 
restricted  to  the  office-bearers,  since  many  were  eager  to 
instruct  their  brethren  (ii.  2,  6,  7  ;  v.  14  ;  iii.  1). 

2.  They  were  commonly  poor,  though  there  were 
also  several  rich  among  them  who  were  elated  with  their 
condition  (i.  10,  11). 

3.  They  were  oppressed  in  various  ways  by  the  rich. 
Under  the  weight  of  privations  and  persecutions,  they 
were  inclined  to  shield  themselves  from  responsibility  by 
pleading  the  power  of  outward  temptations,  which  they 
ascribed  to  God's  providence  (i.  11-13  ;  ii.  6  ;  v.  8-11). 

4.  In  their  assemblies  they  showed  partiality  to  the 
rich  on  account  of  difterences  in  worldly  station,  to  the 
prejudice  of  Christian  love  (ii.  1-6,  8-13). 

5.  Their  hearts  were  not  deeply  penetrated  by  the 
power  of  religion.  They  were  largely  under  the  do- 
minion of  worldly  lusts  and  inordinate  desires.  They 
showed  violence  of  temper,  sought  to  efi'ect  their  object 
by  contention,  were  envious,  uncharitable,  censorious  ; 
and  did  not  put  that  restraint  on  their  language  which  pre- 
vented swearing  in  ordinary  conversation.  Their  hearts, 
in  short,  were  too  much  set  upon  the  world  (i.  19—21  ; 
iii.  10-18  ;  iv.  ;  v.  12). 

6.  Besides  violating  the  law  of  love,  they  overvalued 
faith  to  the  neglect  of  works,  contenting  themselves 
with  an  assent  to  the  truth  of  Christianity  which  left 
their  hearts  unchanged  and  produced  no  good  fruits  in 
the  life  (ii.  14-26). 

7.  They  were  also  too  forward  to  assume  the  office 
of  religious  teachers,  many  pressing  into  that  duty,  who 
had  no  proper  control  over  their  tongue  or  right  views 
of  their  responsibility  (iii.  1,  &c.). 
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LANGUAGE   AND    STYLE. 

The  epistle  was  not  translated  from  an  Aramaean 
original  but  was  composed  in  Greek,  and  shows  a  good 
acquaintance  with  this  language  on  the  part  of  the 
author.  The  words  employed  are  generally  pure,  se- 
lect, and  appropriate.  The  Hebraisms  are  few  ;  it  is 
difficult  to  account  for  such  purity  of  diction  in  one 
who  resided  at  Jerusalem  all  his  life,  and  did  not  take 
the  free  direction  of  Paul  with  regard  to  Christianity. 
Occasionally,  however,  there  is  an  artificial  air  about 
the  style,  and  an  absence  of  that  easy  flow  which  be- 
speaks a  perfect  mastery  of  language.  Some  expres- 
sions are  peculiar  and  unusual,  as  the  term  translated 
ways  (i.  11)  ;^  the  participle  rendered  of  his  own  ivill 
(i.  18)  ;^  the  phrase  when  ye  fall  into  divers  temptations 
(i.  2)  ;^  shadow  of  turning  (i.  17)  ;*  he  begat  (i.  18).^ 
The  most  prominent  feature  of  the  author's  style  is  its 
graphic  liveliness  and  oratorical  cast,  exemplified  in 
numerous  comparisons  and  metaphors,  the  accumulation 
of  predicates,  verbs,  and  interrogatives.  There  are  even 
genuine  poetical  expressions,  as  in  i.  14,  &c.;  iii.  5,  &c.; 
V.  1,  &c.,  where  the  imagery  is  luxuriant.  The  com- 
position may  be  characterised  as  a  whole  by  sententious- 
ness  ;  the  diction  by  elegance  and  fitness.  The  hexa- 
meter in  i,  17,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  reading  of 
Greek  verses  or  the  citation  of  Christian  hymns  ;  the 
words  flowed  forth  unconsciously,  as  sometimes  happens 
to  good  prose  writers.  Our  author  was  familiar  with 
the  Hebrew  prophets  ;  and  his  manner,  which  is  bold, 
aspiring  and  vigorous,  resembles  theirs.  His  denuncia- 
tions are  powerful,  his  strokes  nervous  and  weighty,  so 
that  he  even  becomes  sublime  at  times. 

Bishop  Jebb  adduces  many  examples  of  the  paral- 

*  TTopelat.  ^  ^ovKrjQf'ii. 

^  orav  Tretpocr^ots  TVfpmlcrr]T(  noiKiXois. 

■*  Tponris  dnoaKiaarfJia.  *  antKV'qcrfv. 
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lelism  characteristic  of  Hebrew  poetry,  and  traces  tlie 
train  of  thought  with  much  ingenuity,  representing 
James  as  a  logician  and  poet  together.^  But  these 
refined  speculations  have  no  proper  basis  ;  the  paral- 
lehsms  and  logical  connection  being  often  imaginary. 
The  epistle  has  a  persuasive  character,  and  the  style 
is  elevated  ;  but  the  poetical  is  not  its  prevailing  feature, 
and  the  logical  scarcely  appears. 

ANALYSIS    OF    CONTENTS. 

The  letter  does  not  admit  of  formal  division,  being 
without  plan  or  order.  Hence  the  ideas  are  repeated. 
The  writer  passes  rapidly  from  one  topic  to  another, 
returning  at  intervals  to  his  main  purpose  without 
logical  connection.  We  divide  the  work  into  a  suc- 
cession of  paragraphs,  in  the  following  manner  : — 

(a.)   The  inscription  and  salutation  (verse  1). 

(b.)  An  exhortation  to  the  readers  to  take  joyfully 
their  privations,  sufferings,  and  poverty  ;  to  be  steadfast 
under  them,  and  to  aim  at  Christian  perfection,  even 
through  such  discipline  (i.  2-4). 

(c.)  Placed  in  trying  circumstances,  they  are  ex- 
horted to  ask  wisdom  from  God  without  doubting,  firmly 
relying  on  his  mercy  (i.  5-8). 

(d.)  The  joy  referred  to  before  in  the  midst  of  their 
trials,  would  be  experienced  in  the  state  of  their  own 
minds,  in  their  inward  consciousness  ;  and  they  would 
receive  the  reward  of  steadfastness,  after  their  trials,  in 
a  crown  of  life  (i.  9-12). 

(e.)  Should  privations  and  sufferings  tempt  to  evil, 
the  fault  must  not  be  imputed  to  God  the  Father  of 
lights,  the  giver  of  all  good  gifts  ;  but  to  themselves  and 
their  sinful  lusts  (i.  13-18). 

(/.)  He  exhorts  his  readers  to  appreciate  the  word 
of  God  more  and  more  ;  and  not  only  to  hear,  but  to 
practise  it  (i.  19-27). 

'   Sacred  Literature,  etc.  §  xiv.  p.  273,  et  seq. 
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(g.)  He  censures  them  because  of  their  partiality 
to  the  rich  in  their  assemblies  for  worship,  and  their 
contempt  for  the  poor,  which  is  a  violation  of  the  great 
law  of  love  ;  a  law  he  exhorts  them  to  observe  (ii.  1—13). 

(h.)  As  faith  should  not  be  without  love,  so  it 
should  not  be  without  works,  the  author  refuting  the 
persons  who  alleged  that  they  had  faith  while  showing 
no  evidence  of  it  in  the  life,  and  supposing  themselves 
justified  by  faith  alone  (ii.  14-26). 

(i.)  A  warning  is  now  introduced  against  forward- 
ness in  assummg  the  office  of  religious  teachers,  since 
a  great  responsibility  is  incurred  by  every  one  who 
attempts  to  guide  and  instruct  others.  This  leads  the 
author  to  speak  of  the  frequent  abuse  of  the  tongue. 
One  should  show  his  wisdom  by  meekness  and  hu- 
mility, not  by  litigiousness.  There  is  an  earthly  and  a 
heavenly  wisdom  ;  the  former  appearmg  where  strife  and 
envying  are  ;  the  latter,  accompanied  with  purity  and 
peace  (ch.  iii.). 

(j.)  Evil  passions  are  condemned  as  the  source  of 
contention  and  violence  (iv.  1-3), 

(k.)  A  solemn  warning  follows,  and  an  exhortation 
to  repentance  addressed  to  the  worldly-minded  and  sin- 
ners (iv.  4-10). 

(I.)  The  writer  condemns  detraction  and  censorious- 
ness  (iv.  11,  12). 

(?n.)  He  censures  forgetfulness  of  dependence  on 
God,  by  showing  the  irreligious  confidence  in  worldly 
undertakings  displayed  by  many  (iv.  13—17). 

(n.)  Here  is  a  threatening  agamst  the  rich,  who, 
abandoning  themselves  to  every  gratification,  had  de- 
prived the  innocent  of  the  means  of  subsistence  (v.  1-6). 

(o.)  Christians  sufi'ering  from  the  oppression  of  the 
rich  are  exhorted  to  patience,  and  comforted  with  the 
idea  of  the  Lord's  near  approach  (v.  7-11). 

(P-)  ^^^®  have  a  dissuasive  against  swearing  in  con- 
versation (v.  12). 
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(q.)  Prayer  is  recommended  in  a  variety  of  situa- 
tions (v.  13-18). 

(?'.)  The  epistle  concludes  with  the  importance  and 
blessedness  of  endeavouring  to  reclaim  an  erring  brother 
from  the  evil  of  his  ways  (v.  19,  20). 

There  is  no  proper  termination,  but  an  abrupt  and 
unusual  ending  without  an  apostolic  benediction. 

Though  the  epistle  occupies  a  place  in  the  canon 
subordinate  to  the  Pauline  writings,  it  is  full  of  valu- 
able lessons.  It  breathes  a  healthy  spirit,  and  presents 
views  of  life  which  are  eminently  Christian.  All  is  re- 
ferred to  God,  the  great  author  and  upholder  of  the 
world.  Its  practical  tone  is  a  preservative  against  the 
Pauline  element  in  excess,  or  the  antinomianism  which 
relies  on  faith  to  the  neglect  of  works.  The  precepts 
contain  a  sound  morality,  over  against  the  doctrinal  and 
speculative  element  for  which  Paul's  epistles  are  quoted. 
A  production  which  associates  divine  causality  with  the 
steadfastness  of  an  active  and  pure  life,  may  well  rebuke 
the  theoretical  religion  which  relies  on  dogma  for  ac- 
ceptance with  God. 

Luther's  judgment  of  its  value  is  expressed  with 
his  usual  energy.  '  In  comj^arison  with  the  best  books  of 
the  New  Testament,  it  is  a  downright  strawy  epistle,  is 
not  an  apostolic  production,  directly  ascribes  justification 
to  works  contrary  to  Paul  and  all  other  Scripture,  makes 
no  mention  of  the  sufferings,  resurrection,  and  Spirit 
of  Christ,  and  throws  one  thing  into  another  without 
order. '^  The  result  which  the  reformer  arrives  at  is 
that  the  writer  lived  long  after  Peter  and  Paul.  His 
spiritual  instinct  appears  in  some  of  these  statements. 
He  is  right  in  saying  that  it  is  not  evangelical  from  a 
Pauline  point  of    view  ;    and   that  it  contradicts  the 

>  See  Luther's  Werke,  xiv.  pp.  105,  148,  etc.,  ed.  Walch.  The  longest 
statements  are  in  the  preface  to  James's  epistle  in  the  edition  of  the  New 
Testament  published  in  1522.  The  epithet  '  strawy  '  epistle  occurs  ni  the 
preface  to  the  edition  of  1524, 
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apostle  of  the  Gentiles  in  relation  to  the  doctrine  of 
justification.  But  it  is  a  valuable  letter  notwithstand- 
ing, because  dogmatic  does  not  constitute  the  essence  of 
Christianity,  which  has  an  ethical  side  as  important  as 
the  sjDcculative.  Doctrines  are  but  opinions — ethics  are 
spirit  and  life. 
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SECOND  EPISTLE  TO  THE  THESSALONIANS. 


CONTENTS. 


The  second  epistle  to  the  Thessalonians  may  be  divided 
into  three  parts  :  i.  3-12  ;  ii.  1-17  ;  iii.  1-18. 

1.  After  an  introduction,  the  writer  thanks  God  for 
the  progress  of  the  Thessalonian  believers  in  faith  and 
love,  as  well  as  their  steadfastness  amid  persecution.  He 
had  often  spoken  of  them  in  commendation,  and  assures 
them  that  though  persecuted  now,  they  should  be  re- 
compensed at  the  coming  of  Christ,  while  their  enemies 
would  be  overthrown.  It  was  his  continual  prayer  to 
God  that  they  might  persevere,  and  become  complete 
in  the  Christian  character  that  the  name  of  the  Lord 
might  be  glorified  in  them  (i.  3-12). 

2.  He  warns  them  against  the  notion  that  the  day 
of  the  Lord  is  just  at  hand,  on  which  point  they  had 
been  needlessly  agitated  ;  and  shows  the  groundlessness 
of  their  fears.  The  man  of  sin  and  son  of  perdition, 
was  first  to  appear,  and  sit  in  the  temple  of  God. 
Though  the  mystery  of  iniquity  had  begun  to  work, 
there  was  a  restraining  influence.  After  the  removal 
of  that  barrier,  antichrist  would  be  revealed  in  all  his 
ungodliness,  to  be  signally  destroyed.  The  apostle, 
however,  thanks  God  that  the  Thessa'onians  had  been 
chosen  to  salvation,  admonishing  them  to  stand  fast  by 
the  instructions  he  had  given,  and  praying  that  they 
might  do  so  by  divine  help  (ii.). 
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3.  He  requests  his  readers  to  pray  for  him  that 
he  might  be  successful  in  spreading  Christianity 
throughout  the  world,  and  be  preserved  from  the  malice 
of  the  wicked  Jews.  He  again  expresses  his  confidence 
in  them,  and  good  wishes  on  their  behalf,  annexing  a 
command  respecting  the  idle  and  disorderly,  that  the 
true  believers  should  withdraw  from  their  society.  He 
reminds  them  of  his  own  example,  stating  that  he  had 
worked  with  his  hands  for  a  subsistence  among  them, 
although  he  had  power  to  require  support.  Should 
these  persons  not  amend,  he  counsels  the  others  to 
discountenance  them,  and  use  the  most  likely  methods 
of  bringing  about  repentance.  The  epistle  concludes 
with  a  salutation  written  with  his  own  hand,  to 
serve  as  a  mark  of  authenticity,  distinguishing  his 
letters  from  forgeries  which  are  but  vaguely  referred  to 

(iii.). 

AUTHENTICITY. 

External  evidence  attests  the  letter's  authenticity. 
Polycarp  writes  :  '  Be  ye  also  moderate  in  this,  and  do 
not  count  such  as  enemies,  but  call  them  back,  as 
suffering  and  erring  members  '  (2  Thess.  iii.  15).^ 

The  epistle  of  Polycarp  to  the  church  at  Philippi  is 
not  authentic,  hence  it  must  be  used  with  discretion  as 
evidence  for  the  New  Testament  books. 

Justin  Martyr  seems  to  refer  to  it  in  these  words  : 
'  When  also  the  man  of  apostasy,  who,  speaking  great 
things  against  the  Most  High,  shall  dare  to  commit 
lawless  deeds  against  us  Christians  on  the  earth,'  etc.''^ 
It  must  be  admitted,  however,  that  the  reference  of 
these  words  to  the  Thessalonian  epistle  is  doubful.     As 

^  vr](p{re  ovv  Koi  u/xet?  ev  rovra,  koi  firj  o)s  ex^dpovs  fj-yela-de  rovs  tolovtovs, 
aXX*  as  /ie'Xr;  iruBrjTa  Ka\  weTvKavrjueva  avrovs  dvaKoXe'icrde,  iva  oXov  vyi,a>v  to 
a-wfj-a  o-m^rjre. — Ad  Philij>p.  c.  xi. 

'^  orav  Koi  6  ttjs  aTroa-raaias  civdpcoTros,  6  koi  els  tov  vyjricrTOV  e^aXXa  XaXav, 
fVt  TTJs  yrjs  avofxa  ToXfirjarj  els  T]fj.as  rovs  Xpia-rcavovs,  k-t.X. — Dial,  cum  Tryph, 
p.  371,  cap.  110,  p.  390,  ed.  3  Otto. 

VOL.  I.  7, 
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Tn.tin  never  mentions  Paul,  nor  quotes  W™  <=^Pyf^^'y> 

^Mncr  no  apostolic  authority   to   them,  after  the 
attribntm     n       i  .    -^^^^^^     As  to  the  agreement 

example  of  the  J  ewisa^  common  quotations 

dence  of  the  11111™"'=':  .      ^    ^  of  that  version 

is  explained  ^^y^^^^tuAe  time  of  Paul  and  Justin 
l:trH  W  o"  IndXrs  quotations.  The 
ctlSad  been  Wiled  to  -nd  *e  -rs„ 
account   of  their  disputes   with  the  Jews  w 

'"",^(177-192)  writes  :  '  And  again  in  the  se- 
cond  epS  e  to  the  Thessalonians,  speaking  of  antichrist, 
"  Ind'  hent^iall  the  wicked  one  be  revealed,  whom  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  shall  slay  with  the  breath  of  hi 
moutH, -d  destroy  withthe  P~e jf  1-  ---S  ^ 
even  him  whose  coming  is  after  the  working  of  Satan, 
with  all  power  and  signs  and  lying  wonders 

TertulUan    (t  220-240)  has  this  language  :      And 
in   the    e  ond  epistle  to  the  same  persons  he  [Paul] 

be  not  soon  shaken  in  mind,  nor  be  t.oubled,      etc. 

;i     o^i  TliP=;^aloTiicenses,  de  antichnsto  diceiis,  ait, 
.  Et  tunc  revelabitnr  iniqnus  qu.m  Domn  s  Je^^  Ohn  ^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^_ 

oris  sui,  et  destruet  pr^senUa  ^^vfnU^  -u,  1  urn  ^endacii."" 

diim  operationem  Satanre,  m  omni  vntute  et  signis,       p 

-1''rEfS-:fn;a,%,Uo«sonicin.a™ade„sa.^^ 
Jicsurred.  Carms,  c.  24. 
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Clement  of  Alexandria  (f  220)  writes  :  '  And  the 
apostle  says,  "  There  is  not  in  every  man  that  know- 
ledge. But  pray  ye  that  we  may  be  delivered  from 
unreasonable  and  wicked  men,  for  all  men  have  not 
faith."  '  1 

It  is  also  in  the  old  Syriac  (about  200),  the  old 
Latin  (170),  and  the  canon  of  Muratori  (180).  Mar- 
cion's  list  (about  140)  had  it. 

As  far  as  external  evidence  goes,  the  epistle  is  well 
authenticated.  Such  evidence,  however,  does  not  reach 
back  far  enough  to  make  it  conclusive,  and  may  be 
overbalanced  by  internal  considerations.  In  the  present 
case,  internal  evidence  has  been  advanced  against  his- 
torical -tradition.  Whether  it  be  sufficient  to  nesfative 
the  Pauline  authorship  of  the  letter,  is  subject  to 
debate  ;  for  testimony  aiFects  different  minds  in  varying 
lio'hts,  and  old  beliefs  are  lono^-lived. 

1.  The  prominent  and  peculiar  paragraph  in  chapter 
ii.  1-12  contains  un-Pauline  ideas,  and  cannot  be  har- 
monised with  the  first  letter  which  says  that  the  second 
advent  will  be  sudden  and  unexpected.  The  writer 
himself  believes  that  he  shall  live  to  see  it :  '  VVe  which 
are  alive  and  remain  unto  the  coming  of  the  Lord  shall 
not  prevent,'  etc.  (iv.  15).  This  belief  is  corrected  in 
the  second  epistle,  the  Thessalonian  converts  being  told 
that  the  event  is  not  imminent,  because  it  will  be  pre- 
ceded both  by  the  apostasy  and  the  revelation  of  the 
man  of  sm.  Things  are  interposed  between  the  readers 
and  the  second  advent  to  allay  their  excited  feelings, 
and  bring  them  back  to  the  ordinary  duties  of  life. 
The  first  epistle  describes  the  time  of  the  coming  as 
uncertain,  and  without  signs  betokening  its  nearness. 
The  second  contains  definite  preluding  signs.  The  first 
asserts  the  apostle's  belief  that  he  should  see  it  himself; 

^  ovK  iv  TTCKTL,  (f)r]a\p  6  dnoaToXos,  f]  yvmais  •  Trpoa-fvxf(r6e  8e  Iva  pvada>^ev 
ano  Tav  aTOTTCiov  Koi  novr]f)u)v  dvdp(x)TTCi)v  ov  yap  navTav  r]  nicrTis. — Stromatci, 
v.,  vol.  ii.  p.  655,  ed.  Potter. 

V.  2 


840  INTRODUCTION  TO   THE  NEW  TESTAMENT. 

the  second  removes  that  belief  to  a  distance.  Whence 
this  change  within  a  short  time  ?  The  progress  of  events 
could  not  have  caused  it.  Paul  expressed  the  expecta- 
tion of  witnessing  the  second  advent  in  the  first  epistle 
to  the  Corinthians  (xv.  51).  Did  he  write  in  the  first 
epistle  to  the  Thessalonians  that  he  should  be  alive  at 
the  coming  of  the  Lord,  correct  that  belief  soon  after  in 
the  second  epistle,  and  revert  to  his  original  idea  in  ad- 
dressing the  Corinthians  ?  The  inconsistency  cannot  be 
explained  by  the  fact  that  the  writer's  mind  not  being 
stereotyped  was  subject  to  change,  particularly  on  such 
a  subject  as  the  second  advent ;  because  the  epistle,  if 
authentic,  was  but  little  behind  the  former  in  point 
of  time.  A  sudden  change  of  this  sort  cannot  be 
attributed  to  him  ;  especially  as  he  afterwards  enun- 
ciated his  first  opmion.  We  are  ready  to  admit  develop- 
ment in  the  mmd  of  the  apostle.  But  the  subject  of 
the  second  advent,  though  not  of  primary  importance 
in  his  view,  was  too  momentous  to  be  tossed  about  in 
thought  from  immediateness  to  remoteness  of  occur- 
rence. Nothing  certain  was  known  about  it ;  yet  its 
nearness  supplied  a  comfort  to  the  spirits  of  Paul  and 
the  first  Christians  which  could  not  have  been  easily  re- 
linquished. The  expectation  of  surviving  such  an  event 
must  have  been  cherished  by  the  ardent  apostle  of  the 
Gentiles.  The  author  also  reminds  his  readers  that  he 
had  told  them  before  of  the  preparatory  phenomena  ;  so 
that  both  his  oral  teaching  and  written  words  (ii.  1-12) 
clash  with  the  statement  of  the  first  epistle. 

The  man  of  sin,  and  the  thing  or  person  that  checks, 
are  peculiar  and  original.  Such  hindrances  to  the  reali- 
sation of  the  divine  kingdom  and  tlie  glorious  manifesta- 
tion of  its  Sovereign  are  absent  from  Paul's  writings. 
Had  they  entered  into  his  doctrinal  teachings,  we  should 
have  certainly  expected  them  in  places  where  the  second 
advent  and  its  concomitants  are  spoken  of;  especially 
in   1   Cor.   xv    23,  etc.     Yet  he  is  silent  about  them 
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there.  They  are  not  touched  upon,  explained,  or  modi- 
fied by  any  subsequent  statement.  Genuine  Pauline 
eschatology  ignores  the  precursors  which  are  prominent 
in  the  second  epistle  to  the  Thessalonians  and  it  is  said 
had  formed  part  of  the  apostle's  oral  teaching. 

The  interpretation  of  the  man  of  sin  or  son  of  per- 
dition   as   well  as    of  the  checking  power  is  difficult. 
1^'obably  the  Roman  empire  is  meant.     Antichrist,  or 
the  man  of  sin,  may  be  Nero  ;  and  he  that  checks,  a 
Roman   emperor,    such    as    Vespasian.     This    view    is 
favoured  by  a  comparison  of  the  passage  with  the  Re- 
velation ;  especially  as  the  latter  seems  to  have  sug- 
gested the  portrait.     According  to  the  Revelation,  the 
beast,    'that  was,  and  is,  and  goeth  into  perdition,''  \% 
Nero  ;  in  the  Thessalonian  epistle  he  is  the  son  oi perdi- 
tion. The  '  falling  away '  is  paralleled  by  the  worship  of  the 
dragon  and  the  beast  described  in  the  thirteenth  chapter 
of  the  Revelation ;  the  self-exaltation  and  self-deification 
mentioned  in  the  epistle  find  their  type  in  the  account 
of  the  beast  who  claims  and  accepts  worship,  in  the 
same  chapter,     '  The  coming  after  the  working  of  Satan 
with  all  power  and  signs  and  lying  wonders '  is  paral- 
leled by  the  language  of  the  Revelation  in  xix.   20  ; 
while  the  Lord  who  consumes  the  lawless  one  with  the 
spirit  of  his  mouth  and  the  brightness  of  his  coming, 
resembles  him  who  slays  with  the  two-edged  sword  pro- 
ceeding out  of  his  mouth,  and  whose  eyes  are  like  a 
flame  of  fire   (Rev.  i.  14-16).     The  correspondence  of 
our  epistle  and  the  Revelation  can  hardly  be  mistaken. 
The  man  of  sin,  though  depicted  difi*erently,   is   still 
identical.     The  description  in  the  Revelation  is  scenic 
and  dramatic  ;  while  the  author  of  the  epistle  combines 
the  various  traits,  and  gives  his  conception  compact  ex- 
pression.    But  the  phenomenon  in  both  is  still  veiled. 
Had  fifteen  years  elapsed  between  the  times  of  the  second 
epistle  and  the  Apocalypse,  it  would  have  been  clearer 
in  the  latter.     Reuss  speaks  of  the  progress  of  events 
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enabling  the  apostle  John  to  designate  antichrist  by  a 
proper  name  (xiii.  18);^  but  the  mystery  thrown 
around  Nero  in  the  Revelation  is  as  great  as  it  is  in 
the  epistle.  The  march  of  events  did  not  remove  the 
veil ;  for  the  same  personage  appears  in  shaded  outline 
on  the  political  horizon.  If  Nero  be  the  man  of  sin, 
and  the  reigning  emperor  the  hindrance  to  his  developed 
power,  the  writer  drew  his  picture  of  him  about  the 
end  of  69,  when  the  report  was  commonly  believed  that 
he  was  in  retirement  among  the  Parthians,  collecting  an 
army. 

It  has  been  thought  that  the  passage  is  susceptible 
of  an  interpretation  consistent  with  Pauline  authorship. 
If  Claudius  be  the  withholder,  as  Hitzig  mgeniously 
conjectures,''^  the  apostle  might  have  divined  the  future 
even  in  a.d.  52  or  53,  and  foreseen  the  iniquity  hidden 
in  Nero.  The  supposition,  however,  is  scarcely  admis- 
sible. The  early  part  of  Nero's  life  and  reign  gave  no 
uidications  of  his  subsequent  wickedness  ;  and  the 
apostle  himself,  writing  to  the  Romans  some  years 
after,  enjoins  obedience  to  this  very  emperor  (xiii. 
1,  etc.). 

The  difficulties  of  the  paragraph  before  us  have 
baffled  many  inquirers,  and  cannot  be  entirely  removed 
by  the  most  careful  exegesis.  The  precise  meaning  of 
the  language,  sittiiig  in  the  temple  of  God,  the  apostasy, 
the  gathering  to  him,  the  mystery  of  iniquity,  etc.,  can  only 
bo  conjectured.  How  far  the  writer  reflected  the  ideas 
of  the  time  after  Nero's  death,  and  how  far  he  drew 
from  his  own  imagination,  can  only  be  guessed.  In 
addition  to  the  Revelation,  it  is  probable  that  he  had 
regard  to  the  book  of  Daniel  (xi.  36),  whose  fourth 
empire  was  referred  to  Rome,  and  where  Antiochus 
typified  antichrist.  He  may  also  have  had  respect  to 
the  gathering  together  of  the  elect  mentioned  in  Mat- 

'  Les  Epitres  Paidiniennes,  tome  premier,  p.  68. 
-  (Jui  claudit  =  6  KaT(x<ov. 
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thew   xxiv,    31,  when   he    speaks    of   '  our   gathering 
together  unto  him.'     But  the  Jewish  Christian  jjicture 
which  the  first  gospel  gives  of  the  second  advent  and 
its  concomitants   is    modified.     The  false  Christs  had 
already  given  place  to  the  beast  in  the  Revelation ;  and 
one  person  usurps  the  place  of  God,  lording  it  over  the 
Christians.     Though  the  second  advent  is  painted   in 
sensuous  colours   in   the  first  epistle,  the  fact   is   not 
inconsistent  with  the  early  origin  of  that  document  ; 
but  the  event  was  gradually  disengaged  from  the  fea- 
tures given  it  by  Judaism  in  the  mmd  of  Paul.     A 
political  aspect  of  the  Divine  kingdom  did  not  comport 
with   his   eschatological   ideas.       The    sensuous    traits 
would  naturally  decrease  (comp.  1  Thess.  with  1  Cor. 
XV.),  and  the  closing  scene  of  the  world  be  dissociated 
from  earthly  empires,  as  though  their  power  were  an 
insignificant  element. 

We  believe  that  the  language  of  our  epistle  pomts 
to  a  pers;on  not  a  thing.  He  that  exalts  himself  above 
all  who  are  worshipped,  who  sits  in  the  temple  of  God 
showing  himself  that  he  is  God,  cannot  be  converted 
into  a  Christian  heresy  like  Gnosticism.  Yet  Hilgenfeld 
explains  the  passage  in  that  way,  resohdng  the  phrase 
to  sit  in  the  temple  of  God  into  '  to  be  enthroned  in 
Christianity.' 

The  entire  passage  is  unhke  any  that  occurs  in 
Paul's  epistles.  Though  it  is  not  impossible  he  might 
have  written  it,  the  improbability  of  its  coming  from 
him  is  great.  The  view  taken  of  the  kingdom  of  God 
is  not  the  subjective  one  peculiar  to  the  apostle,  but  is 
shaped  after  the  Jewish  theocracy,  being  realised  in  the 
manner  of  the  Messianic  reign  which  the  Jews  ex- 
pected, instead  of  by  the  inward  consciousness  at- 
tachlnsc  itself  to  the  death  of  Christ  as  the  means  of 
salvation.  In  1  Cor.  xv.  the  last  enemy  to  be  subdued 
is  not  antichrist  but  death  ;  while  the  second  advent  is 
not  delayed  by  intervening  obstacles,  but  is  considered 
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just  at  hand.  The  Roman  empire  is  not  a  restraining 
power  keeping  back  antichrist  and  with  him  the  coming 
of  Christ,  as  in  the  present  epistle. 

The  man  of  sin  was  to  some  extent  an  ideal  per- 
sonage of  the  first  century,  embodying  varying  con- 
ceptions. He  was  the  concentrated  essence  of  that 
enmity  to  Christianity  which  appeared  in  different 
forms.  The  imagination  of  the  early  believers  viewed 
the  enmity  as  a  person  or  as  a  thing  ;  either  outside 
Christianity,  as  Judaism  or  heathenism  ;  or  within  the 
church,  as  false  teachers,  whose  Gnostic  views  misre- 
presented the  true  person  of  Christ.  The  antichristian 
power  fluctuated  between  unity  and  plurality,  according 
to  the  notions  of  different  times. 

No  being  of  gigantic  intellect  is  prophetically  de- 
scribed. No  system.  Gnosticism,  Judaism,  Romanism, 
Protestantism,  is  shadowed  forth.  Preterist  and  futurist 
expounders  of  prophecy  are  equally  mistaken  in  seeking 
the  fulfilment  of  the  passage  in  history,  because  it  is 
not  prophetic  but  apocalyptic,  expressing  notions  on  a 
subject  that  concerns  neither  faith  nor  duty — notions 
having  merely  a  historical  interest  so  far  as  they  relate 
to  primitive  Christianity  emerging  out  of  Judaism  and 
assuming  an  independent  position.  The  author  speaks 
enigmatically,  feeling  that  he  had  nothing  definite  to 
predict,  and  that  it  was  dangerous  to  particularise  the 
Roman  empire. 

These  remarks  are  consistent  with  the  author's  in- 
spiration, though  not  with  that  view  of  it  which  assumes 
infallibility.  His  subjectivity  mingled  with  and  formed 
his  inspiration.  We  take  the  New  Testament  writers 
as  guides  to  faith  and  practice  generally,  without  adopt- 
ing all  that  they  propounded  or  believing  that  they  knew 
the  future. 

2.  The  idea  of  recompence  in  the  kingdom  of  God 
for  sufferings  endured  by  the  Thessalonians  is  scarcely 
Pauline.    The  apostle  always  teaches  that  future  blessed- 
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ness  is  the  reward  of  free  grace,  irrespective  of  human 
desert  or  agency ;  whereas  the  notion  of  worthiness  is  in- 
troduced in  ch.  i.  4-7.  The  construction  of  the  passage 
is  somewhat  difficult  because  the  clauses  are  not  logi- 
cally connected  ;  but  thus  much  is  clear,  viz.  that  recom- 
pence  is  attached  to  the  conduct  and  endurance  of  the 
readers,  in  an  un- Pauline  way. 

Again,  everlasting  destruction  is  said  to  be  the  doom 
not  only  of  the  Gentiles  who  know  not  God,  but  of  the 
Jews  who  obey  not  the  gospel  (i.  8,  9).  Yet  the  epistle 
to  the  Romans  expresses  a  hope  that  the  mass  of  the 
Jews  shall  be  saved.  The  final  happiness  of  all  Israel 
cheers  the  heart  of  their  kinsman  (xi.  25,  26).  In  i. 
11,  Christian  calling  coincides  with  the  recompence  be- 
stowed by  God  on  His  people  in  the  day  when  Christ 
shall  be  revealed,  and  is  presented  as  the  goal  of  life. 
It  is  a  thing  reached  or  attained  at  last ;  the  consumma- 
tion of  spiritual  life.  The  apostle,  on  the  contrary,  uni- 
formly regards  it  as  an  initiatory  step  or  introduction 
into  the  church  of  Christ.  Instead  of  making  it  a  goal, 
he  speaks  of  it  as  the  beginning  of  true  life  in  God's 
kingdom.  When  vocation  is  referred  to  its  author,  it 
belongs  to  the  Divine  purpose  ;  when  it  is  viewed  as  an 
element  of  mdividual  life  on  earth,  it  is  an  act  of  mitia- 
tion  into  all  Christian  privileges.  Chap.  ii.  14  is  Pauhne; 
i.  11  is  not. 

3.  The  number  of  peculiar  phrases  and  of  words 
occurring  but  once  in  the  epistle,  strengthens  suspicion 
against  its  Pauline  origin.  In  this  respect  it  presents  a 
contrast  to  the  first.  Paul  writes  simply  ive  give  thanks  ; 
here  the  corresponding  phrase  is,  we  are  bound  to  give 
thanks,  to  which  is  added,  a^  it  is  meet  (comp.  1  Thess. 
1,  2,  with  2  Thess.  i.  3).  Election  to  salvation  is  ex- 
pressed by  a  different  verb  from  that  which  Paul  uses  (ii. 
13).^  To  receive  the  love  of  the  tru^h'^  occurs  instead  of 
to  receive  the  word  (ii.  10,  comp'.  1  Thess.  i.  6,  ii.  13).    The 

*  ftXoro,  not  eKXtyecr^at.  ^  rrjv  dyaTrrjv  ttjs  oKrjddas  df^dadai. 
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work  of  faith  (i.  11)  ^  is  im- Pauline.  Artificial  phrases 
are,  to  he  glorified  in  his  saints,  to  be  admired  in  all  them 
that  believe,  our  testimony  among  you  was  believed  (i.  10),^ 
to  fulfil  all  the  good  pleasure  of  goodness  (i.  11),^  in  faith 
of  the  truth  (ii.  13).*  And  is  prefixed  to  for  this  reason, 
contrary  to  Paul's  manner  (ii.  11).^ 

4.  The  salutation  at  the  close,  added  by  the  apostle's 
hand  as  a  token  that  the  letter  is  authentic,  looks  as  if  a 
later  writer  wished  to  ward  off  objection,  and  to  attest 
its  Pauline  origin.  When  the  apostle  appended  a  salu- 
tation, he  did  it  as  a  mark  of  his  love,  not  for  authenti- 
cation. The  expression  in  every  epistle  increases  the 
difficulty  of  accepting  the  Pauline  authorship ;  for  the 
apostle  had  written  but  one,  the  first  to  the  Thessa- 
lonians.  It  may  be,  however,  that  some  are  lost.  It 
may  be,  also,  that  forged  ones  had  been  circulated  in 
Thessalonica  ;  and  that  the  statement  refers  to  them  as  if 
the  writer  would  attest  all  that  he  should  compose  hence- 
forward, with  his  own  signature.  Many  think  that  the 
phrase  'nor  by  letter  as  from  us'  (ii.  2)  alludes  to  a 
supposititious  epistle  which  the  Thessalonians  had  re- 
ceived. But  it  rather  refers  to  a  Pauline  writing,  not  to 
the  present  first,  but  to  one  which  has  only  been  pre- 
served in  such  parts  of  the  present  second  as  were  re- 
tained by  the  man  who  rewrote  and  altered  it.  The 
preceding  phrase  'byword'  (Paul's  oral  instruction) 
makes  it  probable  that  '  the  letter  as  proceeding  from 
us '  was  an  authentic  one  which  the  Thessalonians  mis- 
understood. 

One  thing  appears,  viz.  that  this  authentication  by 
P;uil  himself  implies  a  time  when  supposititious  epistles 
were  in   circulation,  and  tokens  of  authenticity  were 


tpyov  TTKTTeas. 

(voo^a<x6r]i>ai  €U  To'ts  ayiois  avTov,  6av^au6t]vai  iv  nacriv  tols  TricrTfvaacriu, 
fTTKTTevdi)  TO  fxapTvpiof  fjixoiv  f(p^  vpas. 

^  irkripoiiv  ncicrav  (vdoKiav  dyadaxTvvijs. 

''  TTioTft  dXijdeias.  *  kuI  8ia.  tqvto. 
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looked  for — a  time  posterior  to  the  commencement  of 
the  apostle's  letter-writing  activity. 

5.  The  ideas  are  often  borrowed  or  repeated  from 
the  iirst  epistle.  Perhaps  this  might  be  attributed  to 
Paul  himself,  m  a  measure  ;  but  scarcely  so  far  or  in 
such  a  way  as  is  now  done.  The  first  two  verses  are 
verbally  the  same  with  parts  of  the  precedmg  epistle. 
Faith  and  love,  for  which  thanks  are  given  to  God,  re- 
appear in  the  same  context  but  are  intensified  :  '  your 
iwiih  groweth  exceedingly,'  and  'love  ahoundeth'  (i.  3). 
2  Thess.  ii.  13  repeats  what  had  been  said  at  i.  3,  with 
the  application  of  the  words  to  the  readers,  '  brethren 
beloved  of  the  Lord,'  which  Paul  never  uses.  2  Thess. 
iii.  8  repeats  1  Thess.  ii.  9  ;  and  iii.  10,  12,  is  an  expan- 
sion of  1  Thess.  iv.  11,  12.  A  considerable  part  of 
our  epistle,  by  enlarging,  modifying,  and  repeating  its 
statements,  recalls  the  first. 

Dependence  on  other  Pauline  epistles  is  observable. 
Thus  iv.  14  follows  1  Cor.  v.  9,  11,  the  peculiar  phraseo- 
logy being  the  same.  Compare  also  1  Cor.  iv.  14.  The 
Lord  of  peace  (iii.  16),  is  taken  from  1  Cor.  xiv.  33  ;  2 
Cor.  xiii.  11.  In  like  manner,  2  Thess.  ii.  2  is  from  Galat. 
i.  6  ;  iii.  4  from  Galat.  v.  10  ;  and  iii.  13  from  Galat.  vi.  9. 

The  particulars  just  enumerated  raise  suspicions 
against  the  authenticity  of  the  letter,  though  they  have 
been  met  by  apologetic  arguments  that  blunt  their  edge. 
It  cannot  be  denied  that  genuine  Pauline  ideas  as  well 
as  expressions  are  found  in  it.  If  it  was  not  written  by 
the  apostle  himself,  it  proceeded  from  a  disciple.  Per- 
haps the  greater  part  of  the  third  chapter,  with  ii.  13 — 
17,  came  from  Paul,  for  the  admonitions  bear  the  im- 
press of  his  mind.  We  may  suppose  that  the  second 
epistle  was  retouched,  and  enlarged  with  new  matter, 
especially  with  ch.  ii.  1-12,  by  a  Pauline  Christian. 
If  this  be  so,  it  may  be  called  authentic,  with  modifica- 
tions. The  purely  Pauline  basis  has  been  wrought  over, 
changed,  and  extended,  the  immediate  occasion  of  which 
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lay  in  another  politico- religious  atmosphere  than  that 
which  gave  rise  to  the  first.  The  figure  of  antichrist 
embodied  in  a  person  had  emerged.  Jerusalem  was  soon 
to  be  destroyed,  its  temple  profaned  by  heathenism.  The 
personal  advent  of  Christ,  which  the  Thessalonians  en- 
thusiastically expected,  had  spoiled  their  lives  by  its 
delay,  leading  to  neglect  of  daily  duties.  The  portrait 
presented  in  the  Revelation  introduced  corrective  traits 
and  preluding  events  into  that  which  had  filled  the 
minds  of  believers  during  the  life  of  Paul.  Hence  the 
writer  adapts  the  letter  to  the  new  circumstances,  telling 
the  Thessalonians  that  the  day  of  the  Lord  is  not 
imminent,  and  that  they  should  go  about  their  proper 
work  with  patience.  He  exhorts  them  to  wait,  and  to 
endure  their  suffermgs  with  faith,  for  the  end  is  not  yet. 
The  date  is  about  a.d.  69. 

The  second  epistle  has  long  been  objected  to  on  in- 
ternal grounds.  Schmidt  led  the  way,  and  was  followed 
by  Kern,^  whose  arguments  are  still  valid.  Baur 
sharpened  and  enlarged  them.^  Hilgenfeld,^  P.  W. 
Schmidt,^  Holtzmann,^  Lipsius,^  Weisse,^  Van  Manen,^ 
Hausrath,^  and  Pfleiderer  ^"^  assent.  Noack  ^'  rejects  both 
epistles,  as  do  Van  der  Vries  ^^  and  Volkmar.^^  But  the 
second  has  had  its  defenders,  Reiche,  Hofmann,  Liine- 
mann,  Reuss,  Jowett,  and  others,  who  are  more  success- 
ful in  vindicating  its  Pauline  authorship  on  the  ground 
of  other  parts  than  the  paragraph  relating  to  antichrist.^* 

1  In  the  Tubingen  Zeitschrift  for  1830,  Heft  ii. 
'  Pnulus  der  Apostel,  u.  s.  w.,  p.  480,  etc. 

3  Zeitschrift,  vol.  v.  p.  225,  etc.  ■*  Protestanten  Bibel,  p.  821,  etc. 

'  In  Sehenkel's  Bibel- Lexicon,  vol.  v.  p.  601,  etc. 
^  Studien  und  Kritiken  for  1854,  p.  905,  etc. 
^  Philosophische  Dogmatik,  vol.  i.  p.  146. 

^  De  Echtheid  van  Paulus  hrieven  aan  de  Thessalonicensen,  1865. 
^  Neutestainentliche  Zeitgeschichte,  vol.  ii.  p.  600. 
^^    Pftulinismus,  vol.  i.  p.  29,  English  translation. 
^^    Ursprimg  des  Christvnthums,  vol.  ii.  p.  313,  etc. 
''  Do  beiden  brieven  aan  de  Thessalonicensen,  1865. 
^^  Mose  Prophetie  und  Himmelfahrt,  p.  114,  etc. 
^"^  Canon  Farrar  says  he  has  *  carefully  studied  '  the  arguments  of  Baur, 
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COMPARISON    OF    THE    THESSALONIAN    EPISTLES    WITH 
THE    ACTS. 

It  is  not  easy  to  bring  the  epistles  into  exact  corre- 
spondence with  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  neither  is  it 
important.  The  history  of  the  latter  may  be  supple- 
mented and  corrected  by  the  notices  of  the  former. 

1.  The  Thessalonian  Christians  are  rej)resented  as 
Gentiles  who  had  turned  from  idolatry.  The  church 
was  therefore  of  heathen  origin.  In  the  Acts  xvii.  4, 
we  read  that  some  of  the  Jews  believed,  and  of  the  de- 
vout Greeks  a  great  multitude,  and  of  the  chief  women 
not  a  few,  language  implying  that  Jewish  proselytes 
and  Jews  formed  the  body  of  the  church,  even  if  the 
women  were  Gentiles,  which  we  do  not  know.  This 
discrepancy  can  only  be  removed  by  supposing  the 
narrative  m  the  Acts  inexact.  Incomplete  knowledge 
on  the  part  of  the  historian  will  not  account  for  it.  The 
difficulty  is  obviated  by  the  readmg  in  the  Acts  which 
inserts  and  before  Greeks  ('  both  of  the  devout  and  of 
the  Greeks  a  great  multitude '),  but  it  is  feebly  sup- 
ported, though  Lachmann  adopts  it.  The  MSS.  A.  and 
D.  cannot  outweigh  B.  and  ^^. 

2.  The  persecutors  of  the  Thessalonians  were  then* 
fellow-countrymen,  i.e  Gentiles  (1  ep.  ii.  14),  whereas 
in  the  Acts  Jews  were  the  active  adversaries.  The  dis- 
crepancy cannot  be  removed  or  lessened  by  assuming 
that  '  fellow-countrymen  '  might  include  many  Hellenist 
Jews.  It  can  only  and  properly  mean  pagans.  Paley's 
solution,  that  though  the  opposition  made  to  the  gospel 
originated  in  the  enmity  of  the  Jews,  the  Gentiles  carried 
it  out,  is  not  satisfactory  though  approved  by  De  Wette. 

Kern,  Van  der  Vaier,  De  Wette,  Volkraar,  Zeller,  and  the  Tubingen  school 
generally,  which  are  '  so  slight  as  to  be  scarcely  deserving  of  serious  refu- 
tation.' But  De  Wette  maintained  the  authenticity  of  both  epistles  in 
aU  editions  of  his  Introduction  to  the  New  Testament  after  the  first  and 
second.  Van  der  Vaier  is  a  Dutchman  framed  out  of  the  Canon's  imagina- 
tion. 
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3.  The  notices  of  Silas  and  Timothy  in  the  Acts 
and  the  epistles  are  discordant. 

In  the  Acts,  Paul  and  Silas  are  together  at  Thessa- 
lonica,  and  were  sent  away  by  night  to  Beroea.  No 
mention  is  made  there  of  Timothy.  From  Beroea  the 
apostle  went  to  Athens  ;  bnt  Timothy  and  Silas  re- 
mained. Those  who  conducted  him  to  Athens  carried 
back  orders  that  the  two  companions  should  join  him 
there.  Nothing  is  said,  however,  about  their  going 
thither  ;  nor  do  they  reappear  with  the  apostle  till  he  is 
at  Corinth,  to  which  place  they  came  from  Macedonia 
(Acts  xviii.  5). 

The  epistles  inform  us  that  Timothy  and  Silas  were 
with  Paul  when  he  wrote  (1  Thess.  i.  1  ;  2  Thess.  i.  1). 
The  first  intimates  that  Paul  thought  it  best  to  be  left 
alone  at  Athens,  and  sent  Timothy  to  Thessalonica. 
The  tte  before  '  thought  it  good '  means  himself  alone, 
not  himself  and  Silas.  Timothy  returned  with  good 
news. 

It  is  not  easy  to  harmonise  these  accounts  except  by 
assumptions.  Thus  it  has  been  thought  that  Timothy, 
who  had  been  left  behind  at  Thessalonica,  followed  Paul 
and  Silas  to  Beroea,  and  that  he  was  sent  back  thence 
with  the  first  letter.  Paul  went  on  to  Athens,  leaving 
Silas  and  Timothy  at  Beroea  ;  but  though  both  had 
orders  to  follow  him  speedily  to  Athens,  they  were 
countermanded.  The  Acts  do  not  favour  the  idea  of 
Timothy's  following  the  apostle  to  Athens  ;  for  it  is 
said  that  he  and  Silas  were  merely  expected  there,  not 
that  they  actually  came  ;  but  the  words  of  the  first 
epistle  at  the  beginning  of  the  third  chapter  imply  that 
Timothy  when  at  Athens  was  sent  back  to  Thessa- 
lonica. 

The  order  of  the  epistles  need  not  be  discussed  if  the 
authenticity  of  the  second  be  abandoned  ;  for  it  concerns 
those  only  who  hold  both  to  be  Pauline.  Grotius 
thought  that  the  second  or  shorter  was  written  first  ; 
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and  others  have  entertained  the  same  opinion.  The 
arguments  in  favour  of  it  are  of  some  weight,  as  stated 
by  Ewald  and  Baur.  Those  who  maintain  the  full  au- 
thenticity of  the  second,  have  difficulty  in  doing  so  and 
conserving  the  traditional  order  at  the  same  time. 
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INTEODUCTOEY  EEMAEKS  ON  THE  GOSPELS. 


MUTUAL   KELATION. 

Those  who  compare  the  first  three  gospels  cannot  fail 
to  perceive  that  they  agree  not  only  in  the  substance  of 
what  they  relate  but  often  in  the  diction  itself.  Amid 
minor  diversities  they  harmonise  with  one  another  in 
contents.  Numerous  investigations  have  been  made  to 
explain  the  resemblances. 

The  following  hypotheses  have  been  proposed  to 
account  for  them. 

1.  That  the  gospels  were  derived  from  a  common 
written  source  or  sources. 

2.  That  they  were  derived  fi-om  oral  tradition  which 
had  assumed  a  fixed  form. 

3.  That  earlier  gospels  were  used  in  the  composition 
of  the  later. 

4.  Some  have  combined  the  last  two  opinions, 
making  a  composite  view  out  of  them. 

It  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  discuss  these 
opinions  at  length.  We  can  only  indicate  what  is 
settled  among  the  best  critics. 

The  first  view  has  passed  away,  notwithstanding 
the  amount  of  ingenuity  expended  in  developing  it  by 
Eichhorn^  and  Marsh.  It  is  clumsy,  laboured,  and 
inadequate. 

The  second  is  also  obsolete,  in  spite  of  Gieseler's 

*  Einleitung  in  das  Neue  Testament,  vol.  i. 
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able  explanation.^  Though  it  accounts  for  many  resem- 
blances and  discordances  in  the  gospels,  it  fails  to  ex- 
plain their  numerous  verbal  coincidences.  The  fixed 
form  which  it  requires  for  the  oral  gospel  must  involve 
peculiar  verbal  agreements  which  would  not  be  stereo- 
typed. It  does  not  meet  the  case,  to  say  that  the  Jews 
preserved  the  sayings  of  their  great  teachers  with  strict 
accuracy  ;  for  the  circle  of  hearers  in  which  the  oral 
gospel  is  supposed  to  have  been  formed  was  wider,  more 
miscellaneous,  less  intellectual  than  the  class  that  trea- 
sured up  the  sayings  of  the  Jewish  rabbis,  not  to  speak 
of  the  manifoldness  of  the  sayings  of  Jesus  compared 
with  the  more  easily  retained  and  concise  dicta  of  the 
former.  Besides,  the  Jews  did  not  rely  on  memory 
alone,  but  wrote  down  even  in  that  age  what  they 
valued  most. 

The  third  hypothesis  is  the  only  tenable  one.  We 
should  not  say  that  the  evangelists  '  recommended  each 
other,'  as  Dr.  H.  Owen  afiirms  ;  nor  is  it  a  sufficient 
answer  to  the  objection,  '  how  came  they  not  to  avoid 
the  many  contradictions  observable  among  them,'  that 
these  are  only  seeming  contradictions,  which  would  dis- 
appear were  we  fully  acquainted  with  all  the  facts  and 
circumstances.  The  evangelists  used  one  another  freely, 
having  ulterior  sources  written  and  oral,  which  they 
employed  according  to  the  purpose  that  guided  selec- 
tion. It  was  not  their  intention  to  sift  the  documents 
at  their  disposal,  to  copy  them  literally,  or  to  adhere  to 
them  slavishly  Their  scope  was  wider,  following  no 
exact  rule  ;  and  their  passing  from  one  source  to  ano- 
ther should  not  be  judged  by  a  modern  standard.  A 
leading  motive  usually  guided  their  procedure,  and 
shaped  the  character  of  the  narratives  from  whatever 
source  they  were  drawn.  Indifferent  about  perfect 
agreement,  the    avoidance  of  contradictions    did    not 

^  Historisch-kritischer   Versuch  iiber   die  Entstehung   und   die  fruhesten 
Schicksale  der  schriftlichen  Evangelien,  1818. 

VOL.    I.  A  A 
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disturb  them :  they  were  intent  on  more  important 
things.  Those  who  think  they  refute  our  view  by 
putting  into  juxta-position  passages  which  agree 
verbally,  diverge,  return  to  verbal  coincidence  and 
so  on,  assume  that  they  prove  absurdity  in  a  writer 
who,  after  taking  a  few  words  from  his  predecessor, 
gives  a  few  that  vary  either  because  they  come  from 
another  document  or  because  of  his  own  caprice,  so  that 
predecessors  are  used  alternately  in  an  interlacing 
fashion.  But  this  is  a  caricature  of  the  view,  making 
the  evangelists  mechanical  copyists,  and  leaving  out  of 
account  the  employment  of  additional  documents,  con- 
scious freedom  in  dealing  as  well  with  the  matter  as 
the  manner  of  each  other's  compositions,  and  espe- 
cially the  processes  through  which  the  gospels  passed 
before  they  reached  their  present  state  under  the  hands 
of  redactors.  The  synoptics  as  they  now  are,  show 
the  result,  not  the  progress,  of  mutual  derivation. 

Those  who  believe  in  the  original  independence  of 
the  evangelists — that  each  wrote  without  seeing  his 
predecessor's  work — have  been  fairly  driven  out  of  the 
field  of  criticism.  One  valid  argument  overthrows 
their  belief,  viz.  the  peculiar  resemblance  of  Mark's 
gospel  to  that  of  Matthew.  It  is  easy  to  allege  that  on 
the  ground  of  one  evangelist  following  another,  no  good 
reason  can  be  given  why  each  has  here  and  there  some- 
thing peculiar  to  himself ;  why  he  occasionally  speaks 
more  definitely  than  another,  more  circumstantially,  more 
chronologically,  or  more  briefly.  It  is  also  easy  to  assert, 
that  no  good  reason  can  be  given  why  the  diction  of  one 
should  be  altered  by  his  successor  for  the  worse,  or 
changed  without  improvement,  or  rendered  obscurer. 
Difficulties  innumerable  may  be  raised  with  respect  to  the 
abridging  and  adding  processes  of  a  later  evangelist.  Why 
did  he  act  so  and  so,  and  not  in  a  certain  way  suggested? 

The  question  can  be  brought  to  a  probable  issue  in 
one  way  only  ;    that  is,  by  carefully  examining   and 
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comparing  the  gospels  as  we  have  them.  What  do  the 
phenomena  themselves  suggest  ?  Is  the  similarity  in 
all  cases  of  a  nature  to  exclude  the  partial  dependence 
of  one  writer  on  another  ?  Notwithstanding  discrep- 
ancies in  matter  and  manner  which  intersect  resem- 
blances— diversities  interlacing  the  agreements  in  every 
variety — the  evidence  is  sufficient  to  show  that  the 
authors  were  not  independent  of  one  another. 

We  rely  on  the  coincidences  between  Mark  and 
Matthew  alone  to  prove  that  the  former  used  the  latter. 

It  is  less  clear  that  Mark  employed  Matthew  and 
Luke ;  or  that  Luke  followed  Matthew  and  Mark.  The 
priority  of  Luke  to  Mark  is  the  more  probable  ;  and 
therefore  that  Mark  used  the  gospels  of  his  two  prede- 
cessors. To  reconcile  contradictions  with  the  view  now 
taken  is  not  difficult,  if  the  individuality  of  the  writers 
be  allowed  fair  scope  by  the  side  of  varying  documents 
and  oral  tradition. 

The  canonical  gospels  were  composed  out  of  written 
materials  chiefly.  Earlier  documents,  which  afterwards 
disappeared,  preceded  and  contributed  to  each.  This 
applies  not  only  to  the  first  but  to  the  second  and  third. 
But  oral  tradition  must  not  be  excluded  :  thouo-h  it 
formed  a  small  element  in  the  composition  of  each,  be- 
cause much  of  it  had  been  incorporated  into  written 
collections  when  the  canonical  gospels  appeared. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  perceive  that  good  critics  have 
ceased  to  regard  harmonies,  both  Greek  and  English. 
Whatever  use  such  works  may  have  had  once,  their  day 
is  past.  Laboured  attempts  to  put  every  part  of  the  gos- 
pels into  its  right  chronological  place  by  transpositions, 
assumptions,  violent  distortions,  so  as  to  make  a  con- 
sistent and  successive  narrative  out  of  all,  are  useless. 
It  is  painful  to  see  the  efforts  of  their  authors  to  remove 
contradictions,  and  to  explain  in  a  conciliatory  spirit 
portions  that  are  really  intractable.  While  credit  is  due 
to  Greswell  and  Robinson,  the  two  ablest  harmonists, 
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for  their  attempts  to  construct  works  of  this  nature, 
their  faihire  is  apparent.  As  long  as  plenary  inspira- 
tion is  attributed  to  the  evangelists,  it  is  the  interest  of 
its  advocates  to  find  pervading  unity  in  tlie  four  gospels 
— .an  unity  inconsistent  with  positive  or  real  discrep- 
ancies. Those  who  decry  harmonies  while  advocating 
plenary  inspiration  are  inconsistent.  Though  they  see 
that  harmonists  fail  in  many  places,  they  do  not  help 
them  to  work  out  what  is  in  the  interests  of  their  own 
belief.  Their  duty  is  to  aid  harmonising  essays  to  the 
utmost,  and  not  to  take  refuge  in  ignorance  of  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case.  It  is  timid  policy  to  say, 
when  a  real  contradiction  stares  the  interpreter  in  the 
face,  '  This  could  be  satisfactorily  cleared  up,  did  we 
know  all  the  circumstances.'  What  is  it  but  saying  in 
effect,  '  I  have  a  shorter  way  of  getting  out  of  the  diffi- 
culties than  the  harmonists  ?  I  admit  the  present  in- 
explicability  of  passages,  but  hold  that  they  are  perfectly 
consistent  if  more  light  were  thrown  upon  the  circum- 
stances, because  mspiration  excludes  the  contradiction 
of  Scripture  with  itself  Perhaps  also  the  text  is  cor- 
rupt ;  it  should  be  altered,  even  against  authority.' 

The  true  corrective  of  harmonies  is  an  honest  expla- 
nation of  the  gospels  as  the  best  textual  criticism  pre- 
sents them.  By  fair  exegesis,  ingenious  hypotheses  of 
'  plenary  '  or  '  dynamical '  inspiration — an  inspiration 
combining  the  two  elements  of  the  human  and  divine 
in  perfection — appear  at  once  as  the  inventions  of  apolo- 
gists building  imaginary  castles  without  proper  regard 
to  the  materials.  The  castles  are  built  first ;  and  the 
stones  are  afterwards  shaped  with  great  labour,  or  with 
a  capricious  readiness  that  forces  them  into  unsuitable 
positions.  The  four  copies  of  the  title  on  the  cross  are 
sufficient  to  overthrow  the  flimsy  fabrics. 

The  harmony  subsisting  between  the  first  three 
gospels  in  matter  and  manner  may  be  seen  in  the  fol- 
lowing sections  and  passages. 
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1.  Matt, 

2.  „ 

3.  „ 

4.  „ 
6.  „ 

6.  „ 

7.  „ 


iii.  1-12. 
iii.  13-17. 
iv.  1-11. 
iv.  12-17. 
iv.  18-22. 
V.  15. 
viii.  2-4. 
viii.  14-17. 
viii.  23-27. 
viii.  28-34. 
ix.  1-8. 
ix.  9. 
ix.  10-17. 
ix.  18-26. 
X.  1. 
x.  2-4. 
X.  5-14. 
xii.  1-8. 
xii.  9-14. 
xii.  22-30. 

xii.  46-50. 

xiii.  1-23. 
xiv.  1,  2. 
xiv.  3,  4. 

xiv.  13-21. 

xvi.  13-28. 

xvii.  1-8. 

xvii.  14-18. 

xvii.  22,  23. 

xviii.  1-5. 

xix.  1.3-15. 

xix.  16-30. 

XX.  17-19. 

XX.  29-34. 

xxi.  1-9. 

xxi.  12,  13. 

xxi.  23-27. 

xxi.  33-46. 

xxii.  15-22. 

xxii.  23-33. 

xxii.  41-46, 

xxiii.  1-14. 

xxiv.  1-36. 

xxvi.  1-5. 

xxvi.  14-16. 

xxvi.  17-29. 

xxvi.  36-56. 

xxvi.  57,  58. 

xxvi.  69-75. 

xxvii.  1,  2. 


Mark 


i.  2-8. 
i.  9-11. 
i.  12,  13. 
i.  14,  15. 
i.  16-20. 
iv.  21. 
i.  40-45. 
i.  29-34. 
iv.  36-41. 
V.  1-20. 
ii.  1-12. 
ii.  13,  14. 
ii.  15-22. 
V.  22-43. 
vi.  7. 
iii.  16-19. 
vi.  8-11. 
ii.  23-28. 
iii.  1-6. 
iii.  22-27. 
iii.  31-35. 
iv.  1-25. 
vi.  14,  15. 
vi.  17,  18. 
vi.  30-44. 
viii.  27-ix.  1. 
ix.  2-8. 
ix.  14-27. 
ix.  30-32. 
ix.  33-41. 
X.  13-16. 
X.  17-31. 
X.  32-34. 
X.  46-52. 
xi.  1-10. 
xi.  15-17. 
xi.  27-33. 
xii.  1-12. 
xii.  13-17. 
xii.  18-27. 
xii.  35-37. 
xii.  38-40. 
xiii.  1-32. 
xiv.  1,  2. 
xiv.  10, 11. 
xiv.  12-25. 
xiv.  32-52. 
xiv.  53,  54. 
xiv.  66-72. 
XV.  1. 


Luke 


iii.  1-18. 
iii.  21,  22. 
iv.  1-13. 
iv.  14,  15. 
V.  1-11. 

viii.  16,  &  xi.  33. 
V.  12-16. 
iv.  38-41. 
viii.  22-25. 
viii.  26-39. 
V.  17-26. 
V.  27,  28. 
V.  29-39. 
viii.  41-56. 
ix.  i. 

vi.  13-16. 
ix.  2-5 
vi.  1-5. 
vi.  6-11. 
xi.  14-23. 
viii.  19-21. 
viii.  4-15. 
ix.  7,  8. 
iii.  19,  20. 
ix.  10-17. 
ix.  18-27. 
ix.  28-36. 
ix.  37-43. 
ix.  43-45. 
ix.  46-50. 
xviii.  15-17. 
xviii.  18-30. 
xviii.  31-34. 
xviii.  35-43. 
xix.  29-38. 

xix.  45,  46. 

XX.  1-8. 

XX.  9-19. 

XX.  20-26. 

XX.  27-40. 

XX.  41-44. 

XX.  45-47. 

xxi.  5-33. 

xxii.  1,  2. 

xxii.  3-6. 

xxii.  7-23. 

xxii.  40-53. 

xxii.  54,  55. 

xxu.  56-71. 

xxiii.  1. 
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51. 

Matt 

.  xxvii.  11,  23. 

Mark 

XV.  2-14. 

Luke 

xxiii.  2-23, 

52. 

>) 

xxvii.  26. 

,, 

XV.  15. 

xxiii.  24,  25. 

53. 

» 

xxvii.  32. 

u 

XV.  21. 

xxiii.  26. 

64. 

» 

xxvii.  33. 

}> 

XV.  22. 

xxiii.  33. 

65. 

>} 

xxvii.  34-38. 

J> 

XV.  24-23. 

xxiii.  33,  34, 

38. 

66. 

if 

xxvii.  39-56. 

y> 

XV.  29-41. 

xxiii.  35-49. 

67. 

» 

xxvii.  57-61. 

» 

XV.  42-  47. 

xxiii.  50-56. 

68. 

}> 

xxviiL  1-8. 

JJ 

xvi.  1-8. 

xxiv.  1-9. 

The  parallels  now  given  from  the  three  gospels  will 
not  appear  the  same  in  different  lists,  in  consequence  of 
the  different  views  entertained  of  the  principles  that 
should  underlie  a  harmony,  and  diversities  of  j  udgment 
as  to  the  mode  of  carrying  out  those  principles.  Hence 
the  tables  furnished  by  critics  differ. 

Again,  while  the  matter  constituting  the  body  of  the 
three  gospels  is  similar,  there  is  great  diversity  in  its 
arrangement.  Exact  chronological  sequence  is  not  in 
any  of  the  writers.  Matthew  comes  nearest  it.  In  the 
arrangement  of  facts,  Mark  agrees  more  nearly  with 
Luke  than  Matthew  and  is  farther  from  the  true  order. 

There  are  sections  common  to  two  evangelists  only, 
of  which  the  following  are  all  the  cases  possible. 

(a.)  Sections  and  places  common  to  Matthew  and 
Mark  : — 


1. 

Matthevp. 

— X.  42. 

Mark. 

— ix.  41. 

2. 

}> 

xiii.  34,  35. 

iv.  33,  34.. 

3. 

j> 

xiii.  54-58. 

vi.  2-6. 

4. 

>> 

xiv.  6-12. 

vi.  21-29. 

6. 

)> 

xiv.  22,  23. 

vi.  45,  46. 

6. 

f> 

xiv.  28-36. 

vi.  50-56. 

7. 

>) 

XV.  1-20. 

vii.  1-23. 

8. 

J) 

XV.  21-29. 

vii.  24-31. 

9. 

>> 

XV.  30-39. 

viii.  1-10. 

10. 

>} 

xvi.  1-4. 

viii.  11-13. 

11. 

» 

xvi.  5-12. 

viii.  14-21. 

12. 

j> 

xvii.  9-13. 

ix.  9-13. 

13. 

» 

xvii.  19-21. 

ix.  28,  29. 

14. 

» 

xviii.  6-9. 

ix.  42-48. 

15. 

>) 

xix.  1-9. 

X.  1-12. 

16. 

}) 

XX.  20-28. 

X.  35-45. 

17. 

I) 

xxi.  17-22. 

xi.  11-14,  19-26. 

18. 

» 

xxii.  34-40. 

xii.  28-34. 

10. 

» 

xxiv.  22-26, 

xiii.  20-23. 
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20. 

Ma 

tth 

3w. — xxvi.  6-13. 

Mark. 

— xiv,  3-9. 

21. 

xxvi.  42- 

46,  48. 

» 

xiv.  39-42,  44 

22. 

xxvi.  59- 

-68. 

t> 

xiv.  55-65. 

23. 

xxvii.  15 

-18. 

» 

XV.  6-10. 

24. 

xxvii.  27 

-31. 

» 

XV.  16-20. 

25. 

xxvii.  46-49. 

»> 

XV.  34-36. 

26. 

xxviii.  7. 

» 

xvi.  7. 

(i.) 

Passages  found  in 

Mark  and  Luke  only 

1. 

Mark.- 

-i.  21-28. 

Luke.- 

-iv.  31-37. 

2. 

i.  35-39. 

V 

iv.  42-44. 

3. 

i.  45. 

)j 

V.  15, 16. 

4. 

ii.  4. 

tf 

V.  19. 

6. 

iii.  1.3-15. 

» 

\-i.  12,  13. 

6. 

iv.  21-25. 

» 

vui.  16-18. 

7. 

V.  4. 

» 

viii.  27. 

8. 

V.  9,  10. 

f> 

viii.  30,  31. 

9. 

V.  29-33. 

» 

viii.  45-47. 

lo.- 

V.  35-37. 

V 

viii.  48-51. 

11. 

vi.  15,  16. 

>} 

ix.  8,  9. 

12. 

\i.  30,  31. 

» 

ix.  10. 

13. 

viii.  38. 

» 

Lx.  26. 

14. 

ix.  38-40. 

» 

ix.  49,  50. 

15. 

xi.  18. 

)y 

xix.  47,  48. 

16. 

xii.  41-44. 

» 

xxi.  1-4. 

17. 

xiii.  9, 11. 

ii 

xxi.  12-15. 

((?.)   Parallel  passages  found  in  Matthew  and  Luke 


only  :_ 


1. 

Matthew. - 

-iv.  3-11. 

Luke. 

-iv.  3-13. 

2. 

)i 

V.  1-12. 

a 

vi.  20-23. 

3. 

)> 

V.  39-48. 

a 

vi.  27-36 

4. 

» 

V.  18. 

a 

xvi.  17. 

6. 

)} 

V.  25,  26. 

ii 

xii.  58,  59. 

6. 

» 

vi.  7-13. 

)i 

xi.  1-4. 

7. 

)> 

vi.  19-21. 

a 

xii.  33,  34. 

8. 

>) 

vi.  22,  23. 

a 

xi.  34-36. 

9. 

}) 

vi.  24. 

i) 

xvi.  13. 

10. 

)i 

vi.  25-33. 

ii 

xii.  22-31. 

11. 

jf 

vii.  1,  2,  3- 

-5,  12, 

ii 

vi.  31.  37,  38,  41,  42, 

[16-20,  24^27. 

[44-49. 

12. 

}} 

viii.  5-13. 

» 

vu.  1-10. 

13. 

}> 

viii.  19-22. 

a 

ix.  57-60. 

14. 

ii 

ix.  37,  38. 

a 

X.  2. 

15. 

}i 

X.  12, 13. 

)i 

X.  5,  6. 

16. 

a 

X.  15. 

» 

X.  12. 

17. 

a 

X.  16. 

» 

X.  3. 

18. 

a 

I.  19,  20. 

Ii 

xii.  11, 12. 

19. 

>i 

X,  24. 

ij 

vi.  40. 
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20. 

Matthew.- 

-X.  2e-33. 

Luke. 

—xii.  2-9. 

21. 

» 

X.  34,  35. 

)> 

xii.  51-53. 

22. 

M 

xi.  2-19. 

» 

vii.  18-35. 

23. 

}l 

xi.  21-23. 

f) 

X.  13-15. 

24. 

ft 

xi.  25-27. 

» 

x.  21,  22. 

26. 

)f 

xii.  23. 

>i 

xi.  14. 

26. 

>} 

xii.  38-42. 

}f 

xi.  16,  29-31 

27. 

» 

xu.  43-45. 

t> 

xi.  24-26. 

28. 

>> 

xiii.  33. 

» 

xiii.  20,  21. 

29. 

» 

xA-iii.  12-14. 

» 

XV.  4-7. 

30. 

>} 

xxiii.  37-39. 

f> 

xiii.  34,  35. 

31. 

» 

xxiv.  45-51. 

)) 

xii.  42-48. 

32. 

» 

XXV.  14-30. 

)y 

xix.  11-28. 

For  verbal  correspondences  in  three  gospels,  the  fol- 
lowing passages,  selected  from  those  just  given,  may 
serve  : — 


Matt.- 

— iii.  3. 

Mark.- 

-i,  3. 

Luke.- 

—iii.  4. 

>f 

iii.  11. 

» 

i.  7. 

» 

iii.  16. 

» 

viii.  2-4. 

»> 

i.  40-44. 

tt 

V.  12-14. 

» 

viii.  15. 

)) 

i.  31. 

tf 

iv.  39. 

» 

ix.  2,  4-6. 

}> 

ii.  5,  8-10. 

ft 

V.  20,  22-24. 

)) 

ix.  15. 

>f 

ii.  20. 

It 

V.  35. 

f> 

ix.  22. 

» 

V.  34. 

If 

viii.  48. 

» 

ix.  24. 

>» 

V.  39. 

ft 

viii.  52. 

» 

xii.  13. 

» 

iii.  6. 

ft 

\i.  10. 

» 

xiv.  19,  20. 

»> 

vi.  41-43. 

II 

ix.  16, 17. 

» 

xvi.  21. 

>> 

vii.  31. 

If 

ix.  22. 

>f 

xvi.  24-26. 

j> 

viii.  34-37. 

11 

ix.  23-25. 

}f 

xvi.  28. 

» 

ix.  1. 

It 

ix.  27. 

}) 

xvii.  5. 

» 

ix.  7. 

II 

ix.  35. 

}> 

xvii.  17. 

f) 

ix.  19. 

It 

ix.  41. 

» 

xix.  29. 

» 

X.  29. 

V 

xviii.  29. 

f> 

xxi.  12,  13. 

>f 

xi.  15,  17. 

ft 

xix.  45,  46. 

>} 

xxi.  23. 

» 

xi.  28. 

II 

XX.  2. 

j» 

xxi.  25-27. 

f> 

xi.  30-33. 

If 

XX.  4,  5,  6,  8, 

» 

xxi.  42. 

f) 

xii.  10. 

)f 

XX.  17. 

» 

xxii.  44. 

M 

xii.  36. 

If 

XX.  42,  43. 

}f 

xxiv.  6-9. 

» 

xiii.  7-13. 

fl 

xxi.  9-17. 

}> 

xxiv.  19. 

)f 

xiii.  17. 

J> 

xxi.  23. 

)) 

xxiv.  30. 

» 

xiii.  26. 

II 

xxi.  27. 

» 

xxiv.  35. 

f) 

xiii.  31. 

II 

xxi.  33. 

» 

xxvi.  29. 

ft 

xiv.  25. 

II 

xxii.  18. 

Other  verbal  coincidences  in  the  parallel  sections  and 
passages  of  the  three  gospels  may  be  discovered  besides 
the  present.  There  are  some  veiy  striking  examples  in 
Buch  coincident  passages,  of  verbal  agreement  between 
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two  of  the  evangelists,  the  third  relating  the  same  things 
in  different  words.  None  of  these,  however,  has  been 
adduced,  because  our  object  is  to  select  verbal  coinci- 
dences between  the  three  writers  in  sectio?is  or  passages 
common  to  all.  The  verbal  coincidences  between  two 
gospels  alone  are  more  frequent  and  striking.  Take 
the  following  specimens  in  sections  or  passages  common 
to  two  evangelists  :  — 

Matthew.— xiv.  22,  34.  Mark.— vi.  45,  53. 
„          XV.  7-10.  „        vii.  6, 7,  14. 

„  XV.  26, 32.  „        vii.  27 ;  viii.  1, 2. 

„  xix,  6,  6.  „        X,  7-9. 

„  XX.  22-28.  „        X.  38-45. 

„  xxiv.  22.  „        xiii,  20. 

Mark.  —  i.  24,  25.  Luke.— iv.  34,  35. 

„  viii.  38.  „        ix.  26. 

„  ix.  38, 40,  „        ix.  49,  50. 

Matthew.— V.  44.  Luke.— vi.  27,  28. 

„  vii.  5.  „  vi.  42. 

„  viii.  8-10.  „  vii.  6-9. 

„  viii.  20, 22.  „  ix.  58, 60. 

„  xi.  3-11.  „  vii.  19-28. 

„  xi.  16-19.  „  vii.  31-35. 

„  xii.  41-45.  „  xi.  24-26, 31, 32. 

„  xiii.  33.  „  xiii.  20, 21. 

„  xxiii.  37, 38.  „  xiii.  34,  35. 

„  xxiv.  46-50.  „  xii.  43-46. 

Bishop  Marsh  pointed  out  the  following  phenomena 
connected  with  the  verbal  agreement  of  the  gospels. 

1.  The  examples  in  which  all  three  gospels  verbally 
coincide  are  not  very  numerous ;  and  contain,  in 
general,  only  one  or  two,  or  at  most  three  sentences  to- 
gether. 

2.  The  examples  of  verbal  agreement  between  Mat- 
thew and  Mark  are  very  numerous. 

3.  The  examples  of  verbal  agreement  between  Mark 
and  Luke  are  not  numerous,  being  but  eight  in  all.^ 

4.  The  verbal  coincidences  are  more  numerous  m 
reciting  the  words  of  Jesus,  and  in  the  reports  of  words 
spoken  by  others  in  connection  with  His  language,  than 

'  Marsh's  Michatlis,  vol.  iii.  p.  378,  etc. 
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in  the  narrative  parts.  This  is  admitted  by  Marsh, 
Avhose  peculiar  hypothesis  does  not  account  for  it  satis- 
factorily.^ Where  the  evangelists  speak  in  theu'  own 
person,  verbal  agreement  can  scarcely  be  termed  rare, 
as  it  is  by  Norton.  It  appears,  at  least,  to  such  an  ex- 
tent m  the  narrative  parts  of  Mark  as  to  show  that  the 
mind  of  the  evangelist,  imbued  with  the  sentiments  and 
language  of  Matthew,  led  him  naturally  into  his  prede- 
cessor's ideas  and  expressions. 

If  the  synoptic  text  be  divided  into  124  sections,  as 
it  is  by  Reuss,  forty- seven  of  them  are  common  to  the 
three.  Twelve  are  in  Matthew  and  Mark,  two  in  Mat- 
thew and  Luke,  six  in  Mark  and  Luke.  Seventeen  are 
in  Matthew  alone,  two  in  Mark,  and  thirty-eight  in 
Luke  alone. 

5.  It  should  also  be  observed,  that  the  passages  in 
which  the  words  of  others  are  repeated,  bear  a  small 
proportion  to  the  narrative  parts.  If,  for  example,  the 
gospels  be  separated  into  two  divisions,  the  one  consist- 
ing of  the  recital  of  others'  words,  the  second  of  the 
evangelists'  statements  of  facts,  the  extent  of  the  latter 
will  be  much  greater  than  that  of  the  former.  Mr. 
Norton,  who  carefully  examined  this  subject,  found  the 
proportion  of  verbal  coincidence  in  the  narrative  part  of 
Matthew,  compared  with  what  exists  in  the  other  part, 
to  be  as  one  to  more  than  two  ;  in  Mark,  as  one  to  four  ; 
and  in  Luke  as  one  to  ten.^ 

6.  Verbal  coincidences  are  also  found  in  predictions 
from  the  Old  Testament,  though  much  seldomer  than 
in  the  case  just  mentioned.  This  may  be  owing  to  the 
common  use  of  the  Septuagint  version. 

As  long  as  every  part  of  the  gospels  is  considered 
historical,  no  advance  can  be  made  toward  ascertaining 

^  Ad  illustration  of  the  hypotiiesis  proposed  in  the  dissertation  on  the 
origin  and  composition  of  our  three  first  canonical  gospels. 

*  The  Evidences  of  the  Oenuineness  of  the  Gospels,  vol.  i.  p.  cii ;  ad- 
ditional notes. 
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their  genetic  origin  or  true  charaeteristics.  If  they  be 
assigned  to  the  writers  whose  names  they  bear,  internal 
evidence  disproves  it ;  for  it  is  plain  that  unhistorical 
materials  are  incorj^orated,  the  gradual  growth  of  more 
than  one  generation  after  the  apostles.  When  it  is  also 
affirmed  by  Norton,  that  '  the  Christians  of  the  first  t^vo 
centuries  had  as  great  reverence  for  the  sacred  books  of 
our  religion  as  Christians  of  the  present  day,'  the  state- 
ment is  unfounded.  Certain  it  is,  that  Papias  did  not 
look  upon  them  as  canonical  or  authoritative,  for  he  says, 
'  I  did  not  think  that  things  out  of  books  profited  me  as 
much  as  those  of  the  living  and  abiding  voice,'^  imply- 
ing that  he  set  as  high  if  not  a  higher  value  on  oral 
tradition  in  regard  to  the  evangelical  history  as  he  did 
upon  the  gospels  with  which  he  was  acquainted.  So 
too  Hegesippus  (a.d.  170)  places  the  orthodoxy  of  the 
Church  in  its  attachment  to  the  law,  the  prophets,  and 
the  Lord,  without  allusion  to  a  standard  of  apostolic 
writings.'^  It  is  also  incorrect  to  assert,  that  Justin  re- 
garded the  gospels  as  entitled  to  equal  reverence  with 
the  Jewish  Scriptures.  In  quoting  from  the  writings 
of  apostles  he  never  uses  the  phrases  common  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Old  Testament,  '  the  Spirit  says,'  '  God  speaks 
through  them.'  It  was  not  till  towards  the  close  of 
the  second  century,  that  the  catholic  Christians  began 
to  feel  the  necessity  of  elevating  the  four  gospels  which 
had  attained  general  currency,  to  the  dignity  and  autho- 
rity of  canonicity,  and  attributing  to  them  a  value 
already  accorded  to  the  Old  Testament.  Before  a.d.  160 
there  is  no  proof  that  Christians  generally  had  great 
reverence  for  the  first  three  gospels,  or  for  the  produc- 
tions by  which  they  were  preceded  and  by  whose  aid 
they  were  written. 

The  narratives  consist  of  the  real  and  the  ideal — the 
historical  and  mythic.  No  critic  will  deny  that  the 
time  between  the  occurrences  and  the  present  gospels 

^  Apud  Euseb.  H.E.  iii.  39.  '  Ibid.  iv.  22. 
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was  suflScient  to  allow  of  the  growth  of  legends  and 
the  moulding  power  of  fancy  in  connection  with  the 
origmal  facts  ;  so  that  the  real  events  and  sayings  are 
presented  m  forms  more  or  less  exaggerated,  distorted, 
unreal ;  or  are  buried  beneath  later  creations.  A  mythic 
ha^e  encompasses  the  person,  life,  and  discourses  of 
Jesus  ;  and  sober  criticism  must  set  about  the  task  of 
removing  it  reverently,  respecting  tradition  without  su- 
perstitiously  adopting  it.  After  this  is  done,  there  stands 
forth  in  colours  more  or  less  distinct,  a  person  such  as 
the  world  never  saw  before — the  living  type  of  an  ideal 
humanity,  pure  and  perfect,  destined  to  influence  all 
times,  to  purify  all  people  among  whom  His  name  is 
known,  and  to  ennoble  His  followers  by  lifting  them  up 
to  the  measure  of  His  stature. 

Tradition  is  the  mother  of  fable.  By  admitting  a 
traditional  source  of  the  gospel  wholly  or  in  part,  its 
historical  inaccuracy  is  allowed.  If  indeed  the  tradition 
existed  only  during  the  life  of  its  authors,  if  it  was  fixed 
in  writing  before  the  first  witnesses  passed  away,  little 
time  is  left  for  mythic  embellishment.  But  that  position 
is  critically  untenable.  External  evidence  does  not  prove 
it,  and  internal  is  adverse.  Had  we  even  the  memoirs 
which  Mark  is  said  to  have  written  down  from  Peter, 
or  Matthew's  Aramaic  discourses,  it  is  probable  that  the 
moulding  influence  of  oral  tradition  would  appear  in 
them  ;  how  much  more  in  the  present  synoptics,  which 
are  the  growth  of  successive  recensions,  the  embodiment 
of  varying  traditions,  Galilean  and  Judaic,  apostolic  and 
postapostolic. 
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ALLEGED    WRITER. 


Matthew  and  Levi  may  have  been  different  persons, 
though  it  is  more  probable  that  they  were  the  same. 
The  circumstances  related  by  Mark  and  Luke  respecting 
the  call  of  Levi  are  so  like  those  connected  with  the  call 
of  Matthew,  that  identity  of  person  may  be  assumed. 
Perhaps  after  embracmg  Christianity  and  changing  his 
mode  of  life,  the  apostle  adopted  a  new  name.  Matthew, 
the  son  of  Alph^eus,  a  native  of  Galilee,  was  summoned 
from  his  employment  of  publican  at  Capernaum  to  be  a 
disciple  of  Jesus.  Few  particulars  of  his  life  are  re- 
corded. It  is  said  that  he  left  Palestine  to  preach  the 
gospel  in  other  countries,  in  Arabia  Felix  for  example, 
part  of  which  was  called  Ethiopia,  and  where  there  were 
many  Jews.  His  ascetic  manner  of  life  noticed  by 
Clement  of  Alexandria,  rests  on  an  apocryphal  founda- 
tion ;  and  the  accounts  of  his  death  are  uncertain. 
According  to  Heracleon  he  died  a  natural  death  ;  but 
whether  in  Ethiopia,  as  Socrates  affirms,  or  in  Mace- 
donia, according  to  Isidore  of  Seville,  it  is  impossible  to 
ascertain.  The  statement  of  Nicephorus  that  he  suffered 
martyrdom  is  less  probable. 


the  persons  for  whom  the  gospel  was  intended. 

It  was  universally  believed  in  ancient  times,  that  the 
first  gospel  was  intended  for  the  use  of  Jewish  Chris- 
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tians.  The  fact  is  affirmed  by  Irenasus,  Eusebius, 
Jerome,  and  others  ;  and  internal  evidence  favours  it. 
The  original  writer  presupposes  an  acquaintance  on  the 
part  of  his  readers  with  Jadea,  its  geography,  natural 
]:)roductions  and  local  phenomena,  which  could  only  have 
been  expected  of  Jews,  They  had  the  temple  before 
their  eyes,  with  its  sacrificial  arrangements.  They  were 
familiar  with  the  customs  of  the  Hebrews,  and  are  sup- 
posed to  know  the  Mosaic  law.  The  contents  of  the 
gospel,  especially  its  citations  from  the  Old  Testament 
with  their  introductory  formulas,  attest  the  truth  of  our 
statement.  Thus  the  evangelist  writes  that  the  institu- 
tions of  the  law  and  the  prophetic  writings  were  signi- 
ficant of  things  future  till  John  appeared,  with  whom 
their  fulfihnent  began  (xi.  13-15). 


THE  ORIGINAL  LANGUAGE  IN  WHICH  MATTHEW  WEOTE. 

Ancient  testimony  is  unanimous  in  declaring  that 
Matthew  wrote  in  Hebrew,  i.e.  Aramaean  or  Syro-Chal- 
daic,  the  vernacular  tongue  of  the  Jews  in  Palestine  at 
the  time  of  Christ. 

Papias  of  Hierapolis,  a  hearer  of  John  the  elder, 
according  to  Eusebius,  wrote  a  work  entitled  '  An  Ex- 
position of  Oracles  of  the  Lord  ; '  ^  and  extracts  from 
it  are  preserved  chiefly  by  Irenseiis  and  Eusebius,  which 
are  valuable  at  the  present  day.  The  following  one 
from  its  preface,  is  in  Eusebius  :  '  But  I  will  not  scruple 
also  to  put  along  with  my  interpretations  for  your 
benefit  whatsoever  in  time  past  I  learned  well  from 
the  elders  and  remembered  well,  guaranteeing  their 
truth.  For  I  did  not,  like  the  many,  take  pleasure 
in  those  who  say  much,  but  in  those  who  teach  the 
truth  ;  nor  in  those  who  record  foreign  commandments, 
but  such  as  were  given  from  the  Lord  to  the  faith,  and 
are  derived  from  the  truth  itself.     But  if  any  one  came 
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in  my  way  who  had  been  a   follower  of  the   elders, 
I  inquu'ed  about  the  discourses  of  the  elders — what  was 
said  by  Andrew,  Peter  or  Philip,  or  by  Thomas,  James, 
John,  Matthew  or  any  other  of  the  Lord's  disciples  ; 
and  what  Aristion  and  the  elder  John,  disciples  of  the 
Lord,  say.    For  I  did  not  think  that  I  could  get  so  much 
profit  from  books  as  from  a  living  and  abiding  voice.' 
Again  :   '  Matthew  composed  the  oracles  in  the  Hebrew 
dialect,  and  every  one  interpreted  them  as  he  was  able.'  ^ 
Was    Papias  a   credible  witness  ?    Eusebius  states 
concerning   him,    '  He  appears    to  have  been   of  very 
weak  understanding.'^     This  judgment  rested  on  the 
fact  that  Papias  understood  certam  parables  of  our  Lord 
too    literally,    and    entertained   millennarian   opinions, 
to  which  the  historian  was  strongly  opposed.     Slender 
abilities  do  not  vitiate  the  credibility  of  a  witness,  if  he 
possess  integrity  of  character.      When  Eusebius  says 
of  Papias  elsewhere,   '  a  man  most  eloquent  in  every 
respect  and  skilled  in  Scripture,'  ^  the  words  are  probably 
spurious,  since  they  are  not  in  the  St.  Petersburg  Syriac 
copy  dated  a.d.  462,  nor  in  several  Greek  MSS.  specified 
by  Schwegler.     Papias  has  given  the  source  whence  he 
derived  his  information  respecting  Matthew.     It  was 
John  the  elder  ;  for  after   the   historian  introduces    a 
quotation  from  Papias  relative  to  Mark  and  his  gospel, 
begmning  with  '  and  the  presbyter  said  this,'  he  sub- 
joins, '  such  is  the  account  of  Papias  respecting  Mark.' 
And  of  Matthew  it  has  been  said,  '  Matthew  composed,' 
etc.     It  is  scarcely  probable  that  Eusebius  would  have 
written,  '  these  things  have  been  said  of  Matthew,'  *  had 
not  the  information  given  in  the  quotation  fi'om  Papias 
immediately  following   been    drawn    from    the    same 
source  with  that  contained  in  the  preceding  quotation. 

^   'MarBalos  fifv  ovv  ''E^paibi  StaXe/crw  ra  \6yia  crvveypdy^aro,   r]pfiTjvev(Te  S' 
aira  as  rjv  Bvvaros  eKacrros. — Ap.  Euseb.  H.  E.  iii.  39. 
^  (T(f)68pa  ....  (Tp.iKp6s  aiv  Tov  vovv  ....   (f>aipfTai. 
^  dvTjp  ra  Trdirra  Xoytcoraro?  Koi  ttjs  ypa<f)rjs  (i8tjijl(ov. 
■*   TTfpi  Se  Toil  Mardaiov  ravr'  eiprjTai. 
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The  passage  quoted  above  shows  that  Papias's 
work  was  an  exposition  or  interpretation  of  the  Lo?'d\s 
oracles  ;  that  he  carefully  collected  oral  traditions  illus- 
trative of  his  exposition,  and  that  the  elders  who  had 
come  in  contact  with  apostles  were  the  principal  source 
of  those  traditions.  The  main  point  is,  the  meaning  of 
the  Lord's  oracles.  Were  they  our  written  gospels,  the 
canonical  gospels  of  the  present  day  ?  To  show  that 
they  were,  examples  have  been  adduced  from  the  New 
Testament  in  proof  that  oracles  is  equivalent  to  scrip- 
tures. But  such  instances  are  of  no  account  in  the 
present  case,  because  most  of  them  refer  to  the  Old 
Testament  ;  which  is  not  the  point  in  question.  Nor 
is  the  application  of  the  title  to  the  New  Testament  by 
writers  belonging  to  the  end  of  the  second  century  and 
onwards  of  force,  because  the  canonisation  of  the  New 
Testament  books  was  not  made  till  the  second  half  of 
the  second  century.  The  word  logia  was  not  employed 
till  then  as  a  synonym  for  Scripture.  Hence  the 
citation  of  passages  from  IremiBus,  Clement  of  Alex- 
andria, Origen  and  Basil  are  irrelevant.^  It  is  true  that 
the  epistle  of  Polycarp  uses  the  expression  '  oracles  of 
the  Lord  ; '  but  his  sense  of  it  is  uncertain  and  the 
authenticity  of  the  epistle  more  than  doubtful.  Bar- 
nabas, however,  is  cited  as  a  valid  proof  for  the  opinion 
that  a  gospel  like  Matthew's  could  be  quoted  as  scrip- 
ture by  Papias,  because  his  epistle  introduces  a  quota- 
tion from  Matthew's  gospel  by  the  formula  as  it  is 
written  ;  and  if  it  could  be  quoted  as  scripture  by  Bar- 
nabas, it  could  surely  be  described  as  '  oracles '  when 
Papias  wrote.  In  answer  to  this  we  observe,  that  the 
quotation  in  Barnabas  was  probably  taken  from  4 
Esdras  viii.  3.  As  we  have  said  elsewhere,  even  if  the 
writer  took  the  words  from  Matthew's  gospel,  it  is 
possible  that  he  used  '  it  is  written '  with  reference  to 
their  prototype  in  the  Old  Testament.     Of  such  inter- 

'  Bishop  Lightfoot,  in  Contemp.  Keview,  vol.  xxvi.  pp.  400,  401. 
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changes  examples  occur  in  writers  of  the  second  centurj^ ; 
and  it  is  the  more  probable  that  this  is  one  from  tlie 
fact  that  the  author  of  4  Esdras  is  elsewhere  considered 
a  prophet  and  referred  to  in  the  same  way  as  Ezekiel. 
Barnabas's  citation  of  a  gospel  as  canonical  is  wholly 
improbable,  since  even  Justin,  thirty  years  after,  never 
quotes  the  New  Testament  writings  as  scripture.  The 
thing  would  Ije  anomalous  and  opposed  to  the  history 
of  the  first  half  of  the  second  century.  ^  If  this  be 
deemed  unsatisfactory,  the  authoritative  phrase,  as  it  is 
written,  probably  belonged  at  first  to  a  collection  of 
Christ's  sayings,  of  which  several  preceded  the  present 
gospels  ;  and  was  transferred  thence  to  the  gospels 
themselves.  Thus  the  proof  of  '  the  Lord's  oracles  ' 
in  Papias  as  synonymous  with  Matthew's  gospel,  or  of 
it  along  with  other  canonical  ones,  is  without  validity. 
What  then  were  '  the  oracles  of  the  Lord  ?  '  Ac- 
cording to  Schleiermacher,  the  phrase,  '  the  oracles,'  ^ 
denotes  a  collection  of  our  Lord's  rcmarhihle  scn/inqs 
written  in  Hebrew,  which  were  subsequently  extended 
and  explained  by  the  addition  of  facts  and  circum- 
stances belonging  to  time  and  place.  The  context  of 
the  passage  in  Eusebius  shows  this  restriction  of  the 
word  to  the  discourses  of  Christ  and  the  explanation  of 
7)pixTJvevcre  ^  to  be  incorrect.  Li  speaking  of  Mark's  gospel 
it  is  said  that  the  evangelist  did  not  write  in  regular 
07'der  ■*  the  things  which  were  either  spoken  or  done  by 
Christ ;  to  which  it  is  immediately  subjoined,  that  Peter 
gave  Mark  such  instruction  as  was  necessary,  but  not  a 
connected  history  of  oar  Lord's  oracles.  Here  '  the  Lord's 
oracles,'  ^  is  explained  by  '  the  things  spoken  or  done  by 
Christ,'  both  being  used  synonymously  of  the  contents 
of  Mark's  gospel.  On  the  other  hand,  the  writer  in 
speaking  of  Matthew  says,  '  He  composed  the  oracles.'  ^ 

'   The  Canon  of  the  Bible,  pp.  121,  122,  3rd  edition.  ^  ra  \6yia. 

*  fipurjveva-f  (explanation  by  enlargement).  ■•  rd^ei. 

^  ra  KvpuiKa  Xoyui. 

**  TO.  \6yia  (Tvveypa\l/aTO.     The  avvfypd^lraTO  refers  to  the  avi'Ta^is  pre- 

VOL.  I.  B  B 
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Were  these  oracles  written  or  oral  ?  The  former 
undoubtedly.  They  were  collections  of  the  Lord's 
sayings.  His  discourses  would  naturally  be  the  first 
thing  committed  to  writing  by  his  disciples  and  fol- 
lowers, in  whose  eyes  they  had  more  value  than  his 
acts.  These  collections,  which  were  necessarily  imper- 
fect and  fragmentary,  were  used  by  the  compilers  of 
our  present  gospels  in  addition  to  oral  tradition.  When 
Papias  tells  us  that  Matthew  wrote  the  logia,  he  means 
a  work  which  contained  the  sayings  and  doings  of  Christ ; 
and  as  the  former  predominated,  the  name  took  its  origin 
from  the  principal  part.  But  how  did  each  one  translate  ^ 
the  Aramtean  logia  of  Matthew?  The  tense  of  the  verb 
implies  that  the  time  was  past  when  the  Aramaean  alone 
was  current ;  and  that  one  Grreek  translation  had  super- 
seded the  necessity  of  individual  attempts.  This  ver- 
sion recognised  by  Papias  had  supplanted  preceding 
recensions,  so  that  it  was  no  longer  necessary  to  trans- 
late the  Hebrew  to  the  best  of  one's  abilities.  The 
testimony  of  Papias  cannot  be  accepted  as  valid  regard- 
ing" the  recoo-nition  of  our  Matthew  m  his  own  ao'e, 
because  it  rests  en  the  assumption  that  the  recognised 
Greek  translation  of  his  time  is  identical  with  our 
canonical  one.  It  is  a  bold  step  to  make  the  Aramaean 
logia  of  Matthew  into  our  present  Greek  gospel  through 
a  single  authorised  translation  made  in  the  days  of 
Papias.  Does  the  Greek  Matthew  present  the  charac- 
teristics of  a  translation  ?  It  should  do  so,  if  it  were  a 
direct  version  from  the  Arama?an  ;  but  it  does  not.'"^ 
When  Papias   preferred   the  living  voice  to  books,  it 

ceding ;  and  to.  Xoyia  also  refers  to  \6yia  KVfjiaKci.  Peter  did  not  recite  the 
contents  of  Mark's  Gospel  wanep  crvvra^iv  roiv  KvpuiKcov  Troiovfievos  \oyiu)V. 
Matthew,  on  the  contrarj',  'E/3/kuSi  diaXeKva  ra  Xoyta  avveypaxj^uTo. 

'   ^piJ-'>]vev(xe. 

^  The  new  interpretation  of  tlie  KvpiaKo.  \6yia  proposed  Ly  VoUcmar, 
cjinnot  be  accepted,  notwithstanding  tlie  confidence  with  which  it  is  ad- 
vanced,— G eschicJiistreuen  ThpoJo(iie,  p.  47,  and  Der  Ursprnnrj  unserer 
Evmuielien,  ]>p.  Gl,  134, 


THE   GOSPEL   OF   MATTHEW.  371 

is  natural  to  suppose  that  the  latter  included  '  the 
oracles  of  the  Lord.'  To  say  that  they  were  not  evan- 
gelical records,  but  only  ivorks  commenting  on  such 
records,  is  an  unwarrantable  restriction  of  their  range. 
The  term  books  is  general,  pointing  to  all  written 
records.  We  agree  with  the  critics  who  take  Papias's 
language  to  imply  his  preference  of  oral  traditions,  not 
only  to  written  comments  on  the  gospels,  but  to  the 
logia  themselves  which  he  explained,  and  to  which  he 
added  illustrations  from  oral  sources. 

The  next  witness  is  Irenteus  who  writes  :  '  Matthew 
among  the  Hebrews  did  also  publish  a  gospel  in  writing, 
in  their  own  language.'  ^  It  has  been  said  that  Irenasus 
adopted  this  opinion  from  Papias,  and  he  may  have 
done  so.  He  had  certainly  a  high  respect  for  Papias, 
and  followed  him  in  holding  the  doctrine  of  the  millen- 
nium. We  do  not  know,  however,  whether  he  believed 
that  Matthew  wrote  in  Aramaean  merely  because  Papias 
thought  so. 

The  third  witness  is  Panta?nus,  of  whom  Eusebius 
writes  :  '  Pantasnus  is  also  said  to  have  gone  to  the 
Indians,  where  it  is  reported  he  found  the  gospel  of 
Matthew,  which  had  been  delivered  to  some  in  that 
country  w^ho  had  the  knowledge  of  Christ  before  his 
arrival :  to  whom  Bartholomew,  one  of  the  apostles,  is 
said  to  have  preached,  and  to  have  left  with  them  that 
writing  of  Matthew  in  Hebrew  letters,  and  that  it  was 
preserved  among  them  till  the  time  in  question.'  ^  The 
words  of  Jerome  about  Pant^nus  are  similar  :  '  Pan- 
taBnus  found  that  Bartholomew,  one  of  the  twelve 
apostles,    had  preached   in   India    the  coming   of  our 

*  6  /xei/  bi)  Mardalos  iv  ro'ii  'EjBpmois  rfj  iHla  Sia'KsKTa  av-rdv  Kai  ypa(/);)j/ 
f^rfvijKev  evayyeKiov,  k.tX. — Adv.  Hceres.  iii,  1. 

^  6  Uavraivoi  Ka\  eU  'li/Soi/y  e\6elv  Xiyerai-  evOa  Aoyo?  evpelv  avTitv 
7Tpo(f)dd(rav  tt^v  avrov  Trnpovaiav  to  Kara  Mardalov  evnyytXiov  napd  riaiu  av~ 
t66i  tov  Xpiarov  fneyvcoKoa-tv  ois  BapdoXopalov  tmv  AnoardXcov  evn  Ktjpv^iu, 
avTo7s  re  'ElBpaicov  ypi'ippnai  rrjv  rov  MnTdalov  KaraXe'i'^ai  ypa(jn)i',  iju  kcu  au- 
^fcrOdi  eii  TUP  dtjXoi'ufi'ov  )^puiH)j'. — //.  E.  v.  10. 
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Lord  Jesus  Christ  according  to  the  Gospel  of  Matthew 
which  was  written  in  Hebrew,  and  which  also  on  his 
return  to  Alexandria  he  carried  with  him.'  ^ 

This  testimony  is  important  because  it  is  independent 
of  Papias.  It  is  true  that  the  account  of  Panttenus 
going  to  India  was  a  tradition,  since  Eusebius  intro- 
duces it  as  such  ;  ^  but  the  historian  himself  appears  to 
have  thought  it  correct.  Even  if  it  were  but  a  reioort 
that  Panta?nus  found  the  gospel  of  INIatthew  there,  we 
are  not  at  liberty  to  infer  the  falseness  of  it  at  once. 
As  India  means  southern  Arabia,  the  persons  to  whom 
Bartholomew  preached  were  Jewish  Christians  unac- 
quainted with  Greek.  Had  Bartholomew  made  a  version 
from  the  Greek,  it  would  have  been  into  Arabic.  We 
infer  therefore,  that  he  took  with  him  the  Aramajan 
gospel  of  Matthew. 

Eusebius  gives  Origen's  testimony  in  these  words  : 
'  The  first  was  written  by  Matthew,  once  a  publican, 
afterwards  an  apostle  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  delivered  it 
to  the  Jewish  believers,  composed  in  the  Hebrew  lan- 
guage.' ^  According  to  Harless,  this  opinion  must  be 
resolved  into  that  of  Irenceus.  But  the  most  acute, 
and  one  of  the  most  learned  of  the  fathers,  was  not 
disposed  to  receive  or  adopt  an  opinion  solely  on  Ire- 
nous's  credit.  It  is  true  that  Eusebius  gives  Origen's 
words  with  the  introduction,  '  as  I  have  understood 
from  tradition  ; '  but  that  shows  the  prevalent  belief  of 
the  ao-e.  The  tradition  which  he  adopted  was  general 
in  his  day. 

Eusebius  himself  says  :   '  Eor  Matthew  having  first 

'  '  rantfeniis  .  .  .  .  u^bi  [in  India]  reperit  Bartholoitipeum  de  duodecini 
apostolie  adveutum  domini  nostri  Jesus  Christi  juxta  Matthsei  evangelium 
prsedicasse,  quod  Hebraicis  Uteris  script  urn  reverteus  Alexandriam  secum 
retulit.' — Be  Virts  lUvsfr.  c.  36. 

^  Xf'yfTnt. 

^  npu>Tov  fiev  ytypa-nTni  to  Kara  tov  niiTe  re'KQiifrju,  varepov  St  anocTToAov 
'lijaov  XptrrroO  Murficnov,  (K8e8(OKora  avro  vols  dno  'lov8a'iafioi'  niaTevatta-i, 
yiKil^Llxaaiv  'El^paiKoli  (TvvTfTayfiei'oi'. — JI.  E.  vi.  25. 
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preached  to  the  Hebrews,  wlien  he  was  about  to  go  to 
other  people,  delivered  to  thera  in  their  own  language 
the  gospel  according  to  him,'  etc.^ 

This  testimony  is  valuable,  and  can  hardly  be  merged 
in  that  of  Papias.  If  the  historian  was  opposed  to 
millennarianism,  and  had  but  a  poor  opinion  of  Papias 's 
abilities,  it  is  not  probable  that  he  w^ould  have  followed 
him  in  believing  Aramtean  to  be  the  original  language 
of  Matthew's  gospel.  Had  he  dissented  from  the  current 
belief  of  the  age,  he  w^ould  not  have  written  as  he  does  ; 
for  while  he  records,  he  often  pronounces  his  own 
opinion.  Hug  affirms,  that  Eusebius  gives  a  different 
view  in  another  place.  In  his  commentary  on  Psal. 
Ixxviii.  2,  we  find  the  words,  '  Instead  of  this  "  I  will 
utter  from  the  beginning,"  Matthew  being  a  Hebrew, 
has  used  his  own  recession:  "I  will  shout  thinors  hid 
from  the  foundation,"  '  ^  etc.,  which  Hug  interprets  to 
mean,  that  Matthew,  '  as  one  who  was  himself  master  of 
the  Hebrew  language,  deserted  the  Septuagint  render- 
ing, and  gave  his  own  Greek  translation,'  implying  that 
the  apostle  wrote  in  Greek.  The  term  we  have  rendered 
recension  ^  does  indeed  seem  to  mean  interpretation  ;  and 
therefore  the  writer  is  inconsistent  with  himself;  but 
we  need  not  expect  consistency  in  the  fathers.  Eusebius 
forgot  at  the  time  the  current  tradition  of  the  day  and 
his  own  expressed  opinion.  That  his  real  belief  was 
given  in  his  Ecclesiastical  History,  is  confirmed  by  the 
fact  that  in  another  place  ^  he  ascribes  a  reading  in  Mat- 
thew xxviii.  1  ^  to  the  translator,  adding  that  the  evan- 

^  '^larQaios  fiev  yap  Trporepov  'E^paiois  Kqpv^as,  a)f  ep-eWe  Kai  f(ji'  irepovs 
tevai,  narpia  yXaTrrj  ypacjjfj  napadovs  to  Kar  axjTov  tiayyeXiou  to  XelTrov  tv 
avTov  napovcria,  k.t.X. — If.  E.  iii.  24. 

^  avTi  Tov  (f)6ty^oixai  an'  dpxrjs,  'E^palos  i>u  6  MaTdaios  oiKela  eKSocrei 
K(Xpr)Tai,,  elna)i>-  ipfxj^opai  KeKpvp.piva  airo  KaTa0o\rjs. — Vol,  v.  pp.  904,  905 
ed.  Migne. 

■*  Ad  Marin.  Qucest.  ii.  ap.  Mai  Scrii^t.  Vet.  Nov.  Coll.  i.  p.  64,  etc. 
*  o\//e  TOV  o-a/3/3(irou.     The  present  readiug  is  o\//-€  Se  (ra^jidTuiv. 
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gelist   Matthew  publislied  the   gospel  in  the  Hebrew 
tongue. 

According  to  Jerome,  the  authentic  gospel  of  Mat- 
thew was  written  in  Hebrew.  '  Matthew,  also  called 
Levi,  who  from  being  a  publican  became  an  apostle,  first 
wrote  a  gospel  of  Christ  in  Judea,  in  the  Hebrew  lan- 
guage and  letters,  for  the  benefit  of  tliose  of  the  circum- 
cision who  believed.  Who  afterwards  translated  it  into 
Greek  is  uncertain.'  ^  Thus  Jerome  believed  that  Mat- 
thew wrote  his  gospel  in  Araraa?an.  In  the  same  pas- 
sage, he  states  that  the  Nazarenes,  who  had  a  copy  of 
the  original  in  Pamphilus's  library  at  Cassarea,  allowed 
him  to  make  a  copy  of  it  (describere). 

Elsewhere  he  relates  that  he  translated  the  gospel 
according  to  the  Hebrews,  which  the  Nazarenes  and 
Ebionites  used,  into  Greek  and  Latin. ^ 

Does  Jerome  identify  these  two  documents,  the  Ara- 
maean original  of  Matthew  and  the  Gospel  according 
to  the  Hebrews  ?  Meyer  supposes  he  does  not,  chiefly 
because  Jerome  affirms  that  he  merely  copied  the  former, 
and  translated  the  latter.  The  Hebrew  Matthew,  he 
thinks,  did  not  need  translation,  because  in  Jerome's 
time  it  had  been  already  rendered  both  into  Greek  and 
Latin.  But  it  is  plain  that  the  learned  father  did  not 
mean  to  draw  this  distinction,  because  he  says  that  both 
documents  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Nazarenes.  It  was 
they  who  gave  him  permission  to  transcribe  the  Ara- 
maean, and  they  were  the  people  who,  along  with  the 
Ebionites,  used  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews. 

But  some  say  that  though  Jerome  believed  in  the 
identity  of  the  two  documents  at  one  time,  he  subse- 
quently retracted  the  opinion,  as  is  indicated  by  the  use 
of  the  phrases,   '  which  is  called  by  most  the  authentic 

^  '  Matthseus  qui  et  Levi,  ex  puLlicano  apostolus,  primus  in  Judea  proptei* 
eos  qui  ex  circumcisione  crediderant,  evangelium  (Jhiisti  Ilebraicis  literis 
verbisque  couiposuit.  Quod  quis  postea  in  Gr.iecum  transtulerit,  non  satis 
ceitura  est.' — I)e  Viris  lllmtr.  c.  3. 

-  De  J 'irk  Illustr.  c.  2. 
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work  of  Matthew,'  'as  most  tliink.' ^  It  has  been 
thought  tliat  this  language  implies  a  strong  suspicion  in 
his  mind,  and  that  though  he  does  not  expressly  avow 
a  change,  he  does  so  virtually  in  attributing  to  the 
many  or  to  most  'people  what  he  himself  once  believed. 
We  admit  that  the  doubtful  way  in  which  he  speaks 
about  the  identity  of  the  two  is  found  in  writings  pos- 
terior to  those  in  which  that  identity  is  implied  ;  for 
the  phrase  '  called  by  most  the  authentic  work  of  Mat- 
thew,' ^  is,  in  his  commentary  on  Matthew,  written  six 
years  later  than  the  treatise  '  l)e  Viris  Illustribus  ; ' 
and  the  expression,  '  as  most  think,'  ^  twenty-three  years 
later,  in  his  book  against  Pelagianism.  Yet  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  suppose  that  a  scholar  like  Jerome,  who  had 
translated  a  document  into  Greek  and  Latin,  could 
be  so  ignorant  of  its  nature  as  to  confound  it  with 
another  work.  The  expressions  on  which  his  supposed 
change  of  belief  is  based,  may  be  explained  on  other 
grounds.  Additions  had  been  made  to  the  document 
by  the  persons  in  whose  hands  it  was  preserved,  suffi- 
cient to  create  a  difficulty  in  the  mind  as  to  whether  it 
really  proceeded  from  an  jipostle.  Though  its  contents 
agreed  substantially  with  the  Greek  gospel,  it  exhibited 
deviations  from  it  which  could  not  be  thought  other 
than  corruptions  ;  modifications  and  interpolations 
sometimes  absurd,  ridiculous,  or  apocryphal.  Besides, 
the  sect  that  used  it  had  begun  to  be  considered  hereti- 
cal by  the  great  body  of  catholic  Christians  ;  and  Jerome 
was  jealous  of  his  foir  name  and  unsullied  orthodoxy. 
To  his  timid  mind  it  may  have  appeared  hazardous  to 
identify  the  document  peculiar  to  a  sect  with  the  authen- 
tic Arama3an.  Had  he  altered  his  opinion,  he  had  every 
reason  for  sayuig  so  openly  ;  the  fact  that  he  speaks 
cautiously,  is  an  indication  that  he  did  not  in  his  heart 
retract  a  former  view. 

^  '  Quod  vocal ur  a  plerisque  Mattliaei  authenticum  ;  ut  plerlque  autuinant.' 
"^  '  Vacatur  a  plerisque  MatthaBi  autheuticum.'      ^  '  Ut  plerique  autumant.' 
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Passages  from  the  Gospel  according;  to  the  Hebrews, 
occur  in  the  writings  of  Clement,  Origen,  Epiphanius, 
and  Jerome,  which  do  not  throw  much  light  on  its 
original  identity  with  the  present  Greek  gospel,^  because 
with  considerable  likeness  there  is  also  dissimilarity. 
The  discrepancies  consist,  for  the  most  part,  of  additions 
to  the  text  of  the  Greek  ;  and  are  usually  of  an  apocry- 
phal character.  The  state  of  both,  as  far  as  we  know  it, 
consists  with  the  fact  of  their  original  identity,  but  only 
on  condition  that  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews 
had  been  rendered  into  Greek  ;  that  its  text  both  in 
Aramasan  and  in  Greek,  as  ice  know  it  from  patristic 
citations,  was  of  a  later  type  than  the  canonical  Greek — 
facts  which  do  not  disprove  the  common  origin  of  the 
Aramaean  and  present  Greek. 

The  fathers  did  not  regard  the  Gospel  according  to 
the  Hebrews  as  canonical,  because  it  was  almost  peculiar 
to  parties  who  were  not  Gentile  Christians,  because  it 
had  apocryphal  passages,  and  because  they  had  a  Greek 
one  which  they  received  as  canonical  from  its  supposed 
connection  with  an  apostle.  Doubtless  they  thought 
that  the  Hebrew  Christians  had  corrupted  it. 

The  original  identity  of  the  Gospel  according  to  the 
Hebrews  and  the  Aramaean  Matthew  would  be  dis- 
proved, could  it  be  shown  that  the  former  was  written 
at  first  in  Greek,  and  thence  translated  into  Aramaean. 
But  this  has  not  been  proved,  though  good  critics,  like 
Credner,  De  Wette,  and  Bleek  have  made  the  attempt. 
One  argument  they  allege  is  founded  on  Jerome's  state- 
ment, that  Barabbas  was  interpreted  in  it,  son  of  their 
master,^  arising,  as  is  alleged,  from  an  error  of  the 
translator,  who  mistook   the  etymology  of  the  Greek 

'  The  existing  fragments  are  given  by  Anger,  in  his  Synopsis  JSvan~ 
(feliorum,  with  the  corresponding  passages  of  the  canonical  gospels,  1861 ; 
by  Hilgenfeld,  in  his  Zeitschrift  fur  ^oissenschaftliche  Theologie,  for  1860, 
p.  352,  et  seq.,  and  his  Novum  Testamentum  extra  Canonem  rcceptuin, 
fasciculus  iv. ;  also  by  Mr.  Nicholson,  in  his  worit  entitled  The  Gospel  ac- 
cordiny  to  the  Ilehreus. 

^  '  Filiu.s  mayislri  eomiu.' 
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word  Barabbas,^  and  put  for  it  the  Ararnvt^r^n,'' son  of. 
their  master.^  But  the  expression  is  only  a  witty  ex- 
planation of  the  proper  name,  importing  that  the  Jews 
and  Barabbas  had  one  master  and  father,  viz.  Satan.* 
Again,  in  speaking  of  John  Baptist's  food,  it  had  '  wild 
honey,  whose  taste  was  like  manna,  or  cakes  made  with 
honey  and  oil.'^  Hence  it  is  inferred  that  the  author 
of  the  Aramaean  document  used  a  Greek  source  in 
which  he  read  '  cakes  '  by  mistake  for  '  locusts.'  ®  The 
introduction  of  the  word  arose  from  another  cause. 
Whoever  made  the  addition  to  'wild  honey,' ^  by  de- 
scribing it  '  whose  taste  was  like  manna,  or  cakes  made 
with  honey  and  oil,'  had  regard  to  Numb.  xi.  8,  where 
it  is  applied  to  the  manna  ;  and  this  description  was 
annexed  in  Aramasan  to  the  Aramcean  of  '  wild  honey.' 
The  Greek  translator  of  the  copy  which  Epiphanius  had, 
looking  at  the  Septuagint  version  of  Numb.  xi.  8,  found 
the  words  '  cake  of  oil,'  ^  and  adopted  them.  The  mistake 
was  made  by  the  translator  of  the  Aramaean,  and  does 
not  prove  the  Greek  original  of  the  Ebionite  or  Nazarene 
gospel. 

The  hypothesis  of  the  Greek  original  of  the  Gospel 
according  to  the  Hebrews  has  the  statements  of  the 
fathers,  of  Eusebius,  Epij)hanius,  and  Jerome  against 
it,  which  speak  of  a  Hebrew  original.  It  is  also  con- 
tradicted by  the  early  opinion  that  the  Gospel  of  the 
Hebrews  was  identical  with  the  Hebrew  original  of  Mat- 
thew. 

This  chain  of  testimonies  need  not  be  followed 
further.  Ancient  witnesses  are  unanimous  in  favour  of 
the  opinion  that  Matthew  wrote  a  gospel  in  Hebrew. 

1  Bapa/3^5s•.  2  |-,2-|  in  iustead  of  snS  13 

^   Comment,  in  Matth.  xxvii.  16. 

*  See  Anger's  Syno^ms  Evangeliorum  MaUhm,  Marci,  Lucce,  etc.  p.  275- 

*  /xAt  (iypiov,  ov  f]  yevcris  ^v  Toii  jxavva,  ws  eyKpls  iv  i\aia  ;  see  IrenseiiS, 
Adv.  Hceres.  xxix.  9. 

^  fyKpibfs  by  mistake  for  uKpidts. 

''  fi(\i  (iypMv,  ®  iyKpis  e^  eXaiov, 
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Tliey  als^  attest  the  fac-j  of  its  identity  with  the  so- 
called  Gospel  of  the  Nazarenes.  The  slightest  trace  of 
an  opposite  tradition  does  not  appear.  The  apostle 
wrote  in  Judea  ;  and  the  fathers  who  furnish  traditional 
information  respecting  his  Hebrew  gospel  lived  for  a 
time  in  that  country,  with  the  exce])tion  of  Papias  and 
Irenauis.  Origen,  Ensebins,  Jerome,  and  Epiphanius 
resided  in  the  birthplace  of  the  first  gospel.  Is  it  not 
strange  therefore,  that  they  found  no  trace  of  Matthew's 
writino*  in  Greek  instead  of  Hebrew  ?  Was  it  not  the 
interest  of  the  catholic  Church  to  preserve  the  tradition 
of  a  Greek  original,  since  it  adopted  the  Greek  alone 
as  canonical  ?  When  we  consider  that  the  original  was 
ill  the  hands  of  the  Nazarenes  and  Ebionites,  disfigured 
by  additions,  along  with  the  prevalent  opinion  of  the 
orthodox  fathers  that  the  Aramtcan  was  Matthew's 
own,  does  it  not  appear  unaccountable  that  the  catholic 
Christians  should  never  have  adduced  the  hypothesis  of 
a  Greek  original  ?  All  their  prepossessions  would  have 
contributed  to  prevent  the  true  account  disappearing, 
so  that  they  could  not  even  hint  at  the  possibility  of  a 
Greek  instead  of  an  Aramican  original. 

The  advocates  of  a  Greek  original  also  reason  in 
favour  of  that  hypothesis,  from  the  form  of  the  quota- 
tions. Bleek  has  put  the  case  most  skilfully  with  this 
object.  According  to  him,  the  citations  in  the  gospel 
are  of  two  kinds,  viz.  tliose  in  which  the  evangelist 
gives  pragmatic  indications  respecting  the  fulfilment  of 
expressions  in  the  Old  Testament  ;  and  those  where 
passages  are  rpioted  or  used  in  the  course  of  the  narra- 
tive, as  they  occur  in  the  discourses  of  persons  who  are 
introduced  speaking.  The  latter  are  adduced  according 
to  the  LXX,  sometimes  verbally,  even  in  cases  where 
the  LXX  depart  from  the  Hebrew  ;  and  sometimes  with 
more  freedom,  but  not  in  such  a  way  as  to  lead  to  the 
supposition  of  the  deviation  being  due  to  consultation 
of  the  Hebrew  text.      The  former  are  adduced  accordinii; 
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to  the  writer's  own  translation  from  the  Hebrew,  de- 
parting^ not  merely  from  the  wnrdf!  but  also  the  sen.«e  of 
the  LXX,  whose  expressions  are  seldom  seen  through 
the  places.  This  class  of  citations  certainly  forms  the 
nucleus  of  the  gosj^el,  because  by  far  the  greater  part  of 
the  sayings  of  Jesus  and  others  must  have  existed  in  the 
original  Ararajean.  If  therefore  they  w^ere  conceived  in 
Aramiean,  why  should  they  be  given  here  in  a  form  cor- 
responding to  that  of  the  Greek  version,  even  where  it  is 
contrary  to  the  Hebrew  text  ?  And  if  the  translator 
took  such  liberty  with  the  one  class,  why  did  he  not  do 
so  with  the  other  ?  ^ 

The  fact  that  the  Messianic  passages  are  everywhere 
cited  after  the  Hebrew,  is  obviously  favourable  to  the 
hypothesis  of  an  Aramtean  original.  As  to  the  class 
which  follows  the  LXX  rather  than  the  Hebrew,  the 
argument  founded  upon  it  against  an  Aramsean  original 
would  be  of  more  weight,  if  the  canonical  Greek  had 
been  derived  from  Matthew's  authentic  gospel  imme- 
diately. But  it  is  only  the  last  redaction  of  successive 
translations  or  revisions,  m  all  of  which  the  origi- 
nal was  freely  handled.  Why  these  liberties  were  not 
indulged  in  the  discourses  and  speeches,  it  is  difficult  to 
ascertain.  But  it  is  conceivable  that  they  may  have 
influenced  the  one  more  than  the  other,  while  a  transla- 
tion was  being  made.  In  the  case  of  passages  cited  to 
show  the  fulfilment  of  prophecy,  exactness  is  of  con- 
siderable moment,  and  therefore  they  are  taken  directly 
from  the  original.  The  reason  for  preserving  such 
exactness  ceases  in  the  case  of  passages  from  the  Old 
Testament  introduced  into  discourses  ;  and  therefore  a 
translator  might  find  it  easier  and  well  adapted  to  his 
object  to  employ  the  LXX.  The  difference  of  proce- 
dure in  the  two  cases,  which  is  not  however  invariable, 
may  be    accounted   for   by   the   peculiarities    of  both. 

'   Bekriiijc  zur  Evany dien-Kritik,  pp.  57,  58, 
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Adherence  to  the  origmal  was  more  required  in  the  one 
because  it  contained  proof  or  argument. 

The  prevalence  of  the  Greek  language  in  Palestine 
has  been  urged  by  Hug  and  his  followers,  as  evidence 
of  Matthew's  writing  in  Greek.  No  valid  argument 
has  been  adduced  to  show  that  Jesus  and  his  apostles 
habitually  spoke  Greek  instead  of  Syro-Chaldaic.  Nor 
can  it  be  shown  that  the  latter  dialect  was  supjjlanted 
by  the  former,  among  the  Jews  and  Jewish  Christians 
in  Palestine,  before  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem.  All 
evidence  goes  to  prove  that  the  persons  for  whom 
Matthew  wrote  used  Aramaean  as  their  vernacular 
tongue.  It  is  true  that  Greek  was  also  employed  in 
Judea  at  the  time.  But  it  did  not  prevail  over  the 
other.  Josephus  wrote  his  history  of  the  Jewish  war  at 
first  in  Hebrew  or  Arama3an,  which  he  calls  native  lan- 
guage ;  ^  and  afterwards  rendered  it  into  Greek,  which  is 
termed  "EWa<;  ykoiaaa?  The  latter  he  calls  a  foreign 
dialect,^  in  relation  to  himself  and  his  countrymen. 
His  Greek  edition  was  intended  for  '  those  who  were 
under  the  Roman  dominion,'  i.e.  for  Greeks  and  such 
others  throughout  the  Roman  dommion  as  used  their 
language.  The  historian  does  not  mean  his  Jewish 
brethren  in  Palestine,  as  the  context  shows.  If  then 
Josephus  terms  Syro-Chaldaic  his  native  tongue  as  con- 
trasted with  Greek  to  which  he  applies  a  foreign  dialect,'^ 
which  of  the  two  would  Matthew  writing  for  the  use  of 
his  countrymen  naturally  choose  ?  Even  granting  that 
the  natives  of  Palestme  were  as  familiar  with  Greek  as 
they  were  with  Aramiean,  would  he  prefer  a  foreign 
dialect  to  a  native  one — to  that  which  was  best  fitted  to 
procure  a  favourable  hearing  ?  We  do  not  deny  that 
Greek  circulated  in  Palestine  in  the  age  of  Christ  and 
the  apostles.     But  there  is  abundant  evidence  to  show 

'   naTpios  yXaa-aa.  ^  De  BcUo  Judatvo,  Prooem. 

^  ^evrj  SiuXfKTos. — Anfiq.  Prooem.  2. 
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that  Aramasan  prevailed,  as  we  infer  from  the  fact  that 
the  Septuagint  did  not  supersede  the  original  Hebrew 
in  popular  estimation,  in  Palestine.  When  therefore  it 
is  considered  that  Matthew,  as  a  Jew,  wrote  a  gospel  for 
the  use  of  his  brethren  in  Palestine,  it  is  reasonable  to 
conclude  that  he  would  employ  the  language  for  which 
they  had  a  predilection.  And  this  is  attested  by  the 
early  fathers. 

Diodati  and  Hug  made  great  efforts  to  neutralise 
the  arguments  derived  from  Josephus  and  others  in 
favour  of  the  prevalence  of  Aramaean  in  Palestine. 
Since  their  day  others  have  taken  up  and  repeated,  but 
not  improved  their  arguments,  without  shaking  the 
evidence  that  Matthew  wrote  in  Aramaean.  If  the  early 
fathers  who  attest  the  fact  were  all  mistaken  or  deceived 
in  the  matter,  critics  of  the  nineteenth  century  are  very 
credulous  in  supposing  that  the  apostle  wrote  a  gospel 
at  all.  Early  testimony  to  the  effect  that  Matthew  wrote 
a  Greek  gospel  does  not  exist  till  the  time  of  Apollinaris 
(about  A.D.  180),  who  could  have  known  nothing  cer- 
tain on  the  subject,  and  may  have  been  far  more  readily 
mistaken  than  his  predecessors  who  testified  that  Mat- 
thew wrote  in  Hebrew.  In  fact  the  supporters  of  the 
hypothesis  that  the  apostle  wrote  the  present  canonical 
gospel,  are  able  to  adduce  no  evidence  m  its  favour  ; 
and  it  is  only  by  upholding  the  voice  of  all  antiquity 
affirming  that  Matthew  wrote  a  gospel  in  Aramaean, 
that  any  connection  between  him  and  the  canonical 
Greek  one  can  be  asserted.  In  explaining  away  ancient 
evidence  they  set  aside  the  fact  that  Matthew  wrote  a 
gospel  at  all.  The  critics  who  refer  the  canonical  Greek 
in  its  present  state  to  the  apostle  as  its  author,  have  no 
ground  to  stand  upon.  Near  the  end  of  the  second 
century  they  can  point  to  Apollinaris,  who  assigned  it 
to  Matthew  ;  but  before  that  time,  the  evidence  that  the 
apostle  wrote  in  Aramaean  is  unanimous. 

It   is    needless  to  notice  other  arguments,  if  they 
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deserve  that  name,  adduced  by  the  advocates  of  a  Greek 
original  written  by  Matthew  himself ;  such  as  the 
existence  of  the  old  Syriac  being  made  from  tlie  present 
Greek  ;  a  M^ork  of  supererogation,  it  is  alleged,  if  an 
Aramaean  original  existed  ;  because  the  Peshito  origi- 
nated after  the  Greek  had  been  accepted  as  a  canonical 
production  in  Syria.  The  element  of  time  annihilates 
this  objection  to  an  Arama3an  original  gospel,  added  to 
the  fact  that  the  canonical  Greek  is  not  a  proper  version 
at  all.  Equally  nugatory  is  it  to  say  with  Credner,  that 
the  Greek  original  of  the  gospel  is  affirmed  by  its  con- 
tinual coincidence  with  the  gosjDcls  of  Mark  and  Luke, 
and  admits  of  no  explanation  on  the  hypothesis  of  a 
translation  from  the  Hebrew.  The  verbal  correspond- 
ences in  question  are  owing  to  the  use  of  Matthew's 
gospel  by  Mark  and  Luke  ;  but  no  critic  argues  that 
the  present  Greek  gospel  is  a  simple  version.  Though 
it  is  not  an  original  it  approaches  the  nature  of  one  by 
the  various  forms  through  which  it  passed,  from  the 
time  of  its  incipient  derivation  from  the  AramaBan.  It 
is  also  irrelevant  to  affirm,  with  Olshausen,  that,  while 
all  the  fathers  of  the  church  assert  that  Matthew  wrote 
in  Hebrew,  they  make  use  of  the  Greek  text  universally 
as  a  genuine  apostolic  composition  ;  as  if  these  writers, 
living  so  late,  had  any  choice  in  the  matter.  They  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  Aramaean,  which,  in 
their  times,  was  in  the  hands  of  some  Judaising  Chris- 
tians ;  and  had  they  been  able  to  procure  it,  they  could 
not  have  read  it.  The  Greek  alone  was  within  their 
reach,  which  they  accepted  as  Matthew's  without  any 
definite  authority  for  the  authorship.  Tradition  re- 
garded it  as  such,  and  they  fell  in  with  it.  As  to  Ols- 
hausen's  other  statements  about  the  Greek  being  received 
by  all  parties,  and  no  objections  being  made  to  it  by  the 
opponents  of  the  catholic  Church,  the  same  answer 
suffices.  Whatever  opponents  of  the  Church  may  mean, 
they  could  not  advance  objections  to  the  Greek  as  long 
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as  they  were  totally  ignorant  of  the  Hebrew  gospel  ; 
nor  would  it  have  been  for  their  interest  to  do  so.  They 
accepted  the  tradition  about  the  relation  of  the  Greek  to 
the  apostle.  The  Nazarenes  and  Ebionites  alone  having, 
as  they  thought,  the  authentic  work,  used  it  more  or 
less  ;  though  they  too,  being  uncritical,  would  hardly 
have  objected  to  the  indirectly  apostolic  origin  of  the 
Greek. 

The  exact  relationship  of  Matthew's  to  the  Greek 
gospel  that  bears  his  name  is  uncertain.  Jerome  says, 
that  the  person  who  translated  the  Arama?an  original 
was  unknown.  The  apostle  himself  was  not  the  trans- 
lator ;  the  supposition  that  he  published  two  works,  one 
in  Aramaean  and  another  in  Greek,  is  baseless.  It  is 
equally  conjectural  to  assert  that  some  of  his  friends  or 
disciples  rendered  the  Hebrew  gospel  into  Greek  with 
his  sanction  or  approval.  Were  the  latter  hypothesis 
worth  a  moment's  notice,  the  question  might  still  be 
asked.  What  evidence  exists  for  identifying  the  present 
Greek  gospel  with  the  version  of  the  friend  or  disciple  ? 
Should  it  be  said  that  he  composed  the  Greek  gospel 
rather  than  translated,  the  assertion  would  be  equally 
unfounded.  Apologists  have  indulged  in  many  assump- 
tions which  are  often  of  the  strangest  sort  :  for  example, 
that  the  Aramaean  and  Greek  gospels  existed  for  some 
time  in  their  important  parts  as  an  oral  tradition  side  by 
side  ;  that  the  Aramaean  was  the  first  committed  to 
writing,  circulating  chiefly  among  the  Jewish  Christians 
in  Palestine  ;  and  that  the  Greek  oral  gospel,  its 
counterpart,  was  afterwards  put  into  a  written  form 
when  the  Hellenistic  Jews  felt  the  want  of  it.  The 
latter  was  made  in  the  time  of  the  apostle,  probably 
under  his  eye  or  even  by  himself  ! 

There  is  no  tangible  evidence  to  connect  the  present 
gospel  with  the  apostle  Matthew.  The  oldest  witness 
in  favour  of  such  relationship  is  a  fragment  from  Apol- 
linaris  bishop  of  Hierapolis  (a.d.   180),   who  says,  that 
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the  Quartodecimans,  as  they  have  been  called,  appealed 
to  Matthew  for  their  view  of  the  paschal  supper  being 
on  the  fourteentli  of  Nisan,  which  can  only  mean  that 
they  referred  to  the  present  Greek  gospel.^  In  what 
manner  or  from  what  cause,  the  canonical  Greek  came 
to  be  assigned  to  the  apostle  cannot  be  determined.  The 
most  probable  reason  is,  that  it  bears  some  relationship 
to  the  authentic  Aramaean  ;  not  that  of  a  version,  since 
the  marks  of  a  version  are  wanting,  but  of  a  work 
founded  upon  the  latter.  It  is  unlikely  that  Jerome 
woidd  have  translated  the  Gospel  of  the  Hebrews,  which 
he  identified  with  the  Aramaean  of  Matthew,  had  the 
Greek  canonical  gospel  which  existed  in  his  day  been  a 
simple  version  of  the  same  original.  Hence  it  is  pro- 
bable that  the  present  Greek  gospel  was  based  wpon  the 
Aramaean  of  Matthew,  or  m  other  words,  the  Gospel  ac- 
cording to  the  Hebrews.  Having  originated  in  the 
latter,  the  name  of  the  apostle  w^as  transferred  from  the 
older  to  the  more  recent  document,  by  those  who  had 
little  if  any  knowledge  of  the  process  of  derivation. 
The  ste]3S  by  which  it  arose  out  of  the  Aramaean  are  un- 
known. Different  translations  had  preceded  it,  enlarged 
more  or  less  by  traditional  materials,  just  as  the  Ara- 
maean itself  received  corrections  in  its  transmission. 
Oral  sayings,  apocryphal  narratives,  mythic  elements, 
furnished  the  final  redactor  with  materials  ;  and  he  pro- 
ceeded to  put  the  whole  into  a  shape  which  commended 
itself  to  the  catholic  Christians  as  far  superior  to  the 
imperfect  and  fragmentary  Greek  gospels  which  preceded. 
The  latter  probably  retained  more  of  the  character  of 
versions,  though  indifferent  ones  ;  versions  that  ceased 
to  represent  the  original  faithfully  because  of  their 
looseness  as  well  as  their  omissions  and  additions, 
while  the  former  lost  the  nature  of  a  version  under  the 
plastic  hand  of  those  who  moulded  it  into  its  present 
form  by  removing  several  peculiarities  and  substitut- 

'   Chron.  Pasch,  Alex.,  ed.  Bonn,  vol.  i.  p.  14. 
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ing  more.     Jn   the  absence  of  definite  information,  the 
critic  must  be  contented  with  such  presumptions.     The 
canonical  Greek  is  the  ou'^come  of  preceding  gospels  re- 
sembling it  in  substance,  but  neither  so  comprehensive 
nor  so  well  digested.     Ecclesiastical  writers,  who  -lived 
so  long  after  the  apostle's  death  that  they  could  know 
nothing  certain  about  Matthew's   connection  with  the 
Greek  gospel,  were  ready  to  receive  it  as  his  ;  for  they 
were  uncritical  enough  to  believe  things  which  have  not 
the  support  even  of  credible  tradition.     If,  therefore,  it 
be  objected  that  there  is  no  external  evidence  for  various 
recensions  or  redactions  of  the  first  gospel,  it  may  be 
said  with  equal  truth  that  there  is  no  external  evidence 
to  show  that  Matthew  wrote  it.     Besides,  the  Gospel 
according  to  the  Hebrews  was  one  form  of  the  canonical 
gospel,  so  that  external  evidence  is  not  wholly  wanting 
on  behalf  of  one  recension  at  least.     We  allow  that  the 
'  oracles,'  as  Papias  terms  Matthew's  composition,  must 
have  been  a  small  record  of  what  Jesus  said  and  did  ; 
that  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews,  even  in  its 
early  state,  had  departed  from  primitive  simplicity,  and 
was  being  added  to  or  altered  ;  and  that  the  canonical 
Greek,  compared  with  it,  is  substantially  another  work. 
The  majority  of  critics  believe  in  some  connection 
between   the  Gospel  of  the   Hebrews   and  the  present 
Greek  Matthew,  making  it  at  least  a  document  which 
the   evangelist  used  in  a  Greek  recension  or  version. 
One  thing  is  certain,  that  it  was  highly  esteemed  and 
used  by  the  early  fathers — Papias,  Hegesippus,  Clement 
of  Alexandria,  Origen,  Eusebius,  and  Jerome,  some  of 
whom  took  it  for  the  original  Hebrew  Matthew.     It  is 
impossible  to  tell  its   extent  ;  but  we  know  from  the 
stichometry  of  Nicephorus,  that  a  Greek  translation  of 
it  had  2,200  stichoi,  the  canonical  Matthew  having  2,500, 
and  Mark  2,000.^     Even  Nicephorus  does  not  put  it 

'  C'Vedner's  Geschiclde  den  N.  T.  Konon,  p.  242;  et  seq. 

VOL.  r.  c  c 
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among  the  apocryphal  books  of  the   New   Testament, 
but  among  the  Antilegomena,  as  Eusebiiis  also  does. 

APOSTOLICITY. 

The  following  phenomena  in  the  gospel  are  adverse 
to  its  having  been  composed  in  its  present  state  by  an 
apostle  and  eyewitness,  and  therefore  to  its  being  an 
exact  version  of  a  gospel  written  by  Matthew. 

1.  It  contains  unhistorical  and  mythical  elements. 
The  most  palpable  example  of  this  is  in  xxvii.  52,  where 
we  are  told,  that  at  the  expiration  of  Jesiis  the  graves  were 
opened,  and  many  bodies  of  the  saints  who  slept  arose, 
came  out  of  their  resting-places  after  the  resurrection  of 
their  Lord,  and  even  went  into  the  holy  city  where  they 
appeared  to  many.  The  apocryphal  nature  of  this  ac- 
count is  apparent. 

Again  the  narrative  in  xxvii.  62-66,  xxviii.  11-15, 
respecting  the  setting  of  a  watch  at  the  sepulchre,  and 
the  bribing  of  them,  is  historically  improbable.  The 
chief  priests  and  Pharisees  could  not  have  known  of 
Jesus  saying  that  he  would  rise  again  after  three  days, 
because  he  did  not  foretell  this  in  an  intelligible  way 
even  to  his  disciples  (xvi.  21).  Had  the  women  known 
of  the  watch  being  set  at  the  sepulchre,  they  would  not 
have  confined  their  attention  to  the  rolling  away  of  the 
stone  and  the  anointing  of  the  body.  And  the  conduct 
of  the  Sanhedrists  is  unaccountable  in  instructing  the 
soldiers  to  spread  a  false  report,  instead  of  calling  them 
to  account  for  their  delinquency.  It  is  not  likely  that 
they  would  have  acted  towards  Pilate  as  is  represented ; 
or  that  he  would  have  been  satisfied  with  their  repre- 
sentation. Still  farther,  the  legendary  incidents  con- 
nected with  the  birth  and  infancy  of  Jesus  point  to  a 
later  time  than  that  of  Matthew.  The  star  in  the  east 
srnidinjr  the  wise  men  from  afar  to  the  house  in  which 
the  babe  was,  the  flight  into  Egypt,  and  the  slaughter  of 
the  innocents  in  Betlilehem  by  Herod,  are  unhistorical. 
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The  advent  of  the  Messiah  has  an  oriental  colouring 
and  mythic  haze. 

2.  Some  tilings  are  put  in  a  wrong  order  and  are 
therefore  chronologically  incorrect.  Thus  the  sermon 
on  the  mount,  which  is  intended  for  an  inaugural  dis- 
course, is  placed  too  early.  Its  delivery  not  only  before 
the  immediate  disciples  of  Jesus,  but  a  large  multitude 
of  people  assembled  to  hear,  implies  that  Jesus  had  exer- 
cised his  ministry  for  a  considerable  time  and  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  multitude  to  himself,  so  that  their 
minds  were  prepared  to  some  extent  for  a  discourse  of 
comprehensive  morality.  And  the  passages  in  it  which 
imply  that  Jesus  was  the  Messiah,  v.  17  and  vii.  21-24, 
are  anticipative,  as  we  infer  from  xvi.  17.  To  have 
announced  himself  as  the  Messiah  so  early  would  have 
been  contrary  to  his  cautious  and  gradual  introduction 
of  the  idea,  especially  as  the  minds  of  his  hearers  were 
unsusceptible  of  it  at  the  time. 

In  like  manner,  the  charge  of  Jesus  to  the  twelve  in 
x.  19,  etc.,  is  introduced  too  soon,  the  disciples  being 
told  that  the  Son  of  man  should  come  again  to  set  up 
his  kmgdom  before  they  had  gone  over  the  cities  of 
Israel.  Thus  his  second  advent  is  announced  as  just  at 
hand.  If  the  discourse  here  be  not  out  of  placa,  it  is 
inconsistent  with  xxiv.  14,  where  the  second  advent  is 
spoken  of  as  a  much  later  event.  Either  supposition 
does  not  harmonise  with  the  apostolic  composition  of  x. 
19,  etc.,  or  its  correct  reporting. 

3.  Things  are  related  in  a  way  which  shows  the 
mixture  of  later  tradition.  Thus  the  twenty-fourth 
chapter  of  Matthew  speaks  first  of  the  destruction  of 
Jerusalem  ;  and,  from  the  twenty-ninth  verse,  of  the 
coming  of  Messiah  immediately  after,  which  was  not 
fulfilled.  There  is  therefore  some  inaccuracy  in  report- 
inof  the  discourse  of  Jesus  on  this  occasion.  In  like 
manner,  the  signs  and  wonders  preceding  the  destruc- 
tion of  Jerusalem  do  not  correspond  to  facts.     False 
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Messiahs  did  not  appear  then  ;  nor  did  any  important 
wars  take  place,  as  is  intimated  in  the  sixth  and  seventh 
verses  of  the  chapter.  Kostlin/  in  his  successful 
attempt  to  disprove  Baur's  reference  of  the  chapter  to 
the  time  of  Hadrian  rather  than  the  destruction  of 
Jerusalem  by  Titus,  has  failed  to  show  that  all  the 
traits  described  suit  the  latter  period. 

4.  Other  particulars  are  wrongly  narrated,  as  is  the 
case  with  the  miraculous  feeding  of  the  four  thousand 
men  in  the  wilderness  very  soon  after  a  similar  event. 
(Compare  xv.  32-38  with  xiv.  16-21.)  One  thing  is 
doubled,  as  the  facts  are  substantially  the  same,  the 
minor  circumstances  alone  being  different.  The  dis- 
ciples of  Jesus  who  had  witnessed  the  feeding  of  five 
thousand  men  so  recently  and  under  like  conditions, 
would  hardly  have  been  so  forgetful  or  thriftless  as  to 
ask,  '  Whence  should  we  have  so  much  bread  in  the 
wilderness  as  to  fill  so  great  a  multitude  ?  '  In  like 
manner,  the  same  transaction  is  repeated  in  xii.  22-30 
and  ix.  32-34.  The  two  passages  are  so  similar  that 
we  must  assume  a  double  narrative  of  the  same  event. 
A  similar  repetition  of  the  same  thing  appears  in  xvi.  1, 
where  the  event  in  xii.  38  is  re-enacted.  In  the  former 
place  we  are  told  that  the  Pharisees  and  Sadducees 
asked  of  Jesus  a  sign  from  heaven,  when  it  is  impro- 
bable that  two  such  opposite  parties  should  have  united 
in  presenting  the  same  demand.  The  Sadducees  were 
persons  not  likely  to  join  with  the  Pharisees  either  in 
this  matter  or  others. 

Again,  Jesus  is  represented  as  riding  into  Jerusalem 
on  two  animals,  an  ass  and  a  colt,  which  has  arisen  from 
misunderstanding  the  prophecy  referred  to  (xxi.  2,  7, 
compared  with  Zccli.  ix.  9).  Nor  is  this  the  only 
instance  in  which  the  sense  of  a  passage  in  the  Hebrew 
Scriptures  has  been  tin-ned  aside  to  make  it  apply  to 
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Jesus  ;  or  in  which  the  narrative  has  been  modified  to 
suit  a  supposed  prediction.  In  Zechariah  only  one 
animal  is  alluded  to,  named  in  two  parallel  members/ 
which  is  converted  into  two  in  xxi.  2,  '  an  ass  and  a  colt 
loith  her  ; '  a  phrase  excluding  Meyer's  idea  that  the  and 
in  xxi.  7,  '  an  ass  and  a  colt,'  is  epexegetical  {even). 

Again,  in  xii.  89,  etc.,  the  writer  puts  an  erroneous 
interpretation  of  the  disciples  into  the  mouth  of  their 
master  in  the  fortieth  verse  ;    for  the  allusion  to   the 
resurrection  of  Jesus  is  foreim  to  the  orio;inal  connec- 
tion  as  well  as  to  the  view  with  which  the  preceding 
and  subsequent  verses   were   spoken.      Jesus   did  not 
mean  that  his  resurrection  was  a  sign  to  the  generation 
then  alive,  but  his  preaching.     This  corresponds  with  the 
sign  of  Jonas  the  prophet  to  the  Ninevites  ;  which  was 
not  his  abode  in  the  fish,  according  to  Luke  xi.  29-31. 
The  words  which  Jesus  addressed  to  the  apostles 
after  his  resurrection  (xxviii.  19,  20)  savour  of  a  later 
time.     We  learn  from  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  and  the 
epistles  that  baptism  was  always  into  the  name  of  Christy 
or  i?ito  Christ.     Such  seems  to  have  been  the  early  mode 
of  initiation.     When  later  reflection  unfolded  the  rela- 
tion of  Christ  to  the  Father  and  the  Spirit,  the  formula 
'  into  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit ' 
arose.     It  is  not  original  and  could  hardly  have  been 
prescribed  by  Jesus  himself. 

From  xxviii.  9-20  we  see  that  every  appearance  of 
the  risen  Saviour  to  the  disciples  in  Judea  is  excluded, 
and  only  one  Galilean  manifestation  implied.  This 
shows  post-apostolicity,  because  such  personal  inter- 
course with  the  disciples  does  not  consist  with  the 
original  idea  of  the  resurrection  and  ascension  being 
coincident,  excluding  an  interval  of  time  between  them. 
The  Galilean  appearance,  however,  accords  with  the 
fact  that  the  first  gospel  follows  Galilean  tradition  in 
confining  the  ministry  of  Jesus  to  that  land. 

'  lion  aud  TV- 
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Again,  the  narrative  of  the  temptation  of  Jesus 
assumes  a  historical  shape,  as  if  an  outward  and  real 
occurrence  were  recorded.  Though  intended  by  the 
writer  for  history,  it  cannot  be  accepted  as  such.  It  is 
either  ideal,  or  thoughts  suggested  to  the  mind  of  Jesus 
were  transformed  by  later  tradition  into  an  actual  ob- 
jective history.  In  any  case,  the  thing  described  did 
not  happen  as  it  is  depicted.  It  may  have  a  basis  of 
fact ;  the  narration  is  certainly  unapostolic. 

5.  Some  things  partake  of  a  character  so  marvellous 
as  to  exclude  their  apostolic  description.  So  in  xvii.  27, 
respecting  the  piece  of  money  in  a  fish's  mouth  provided 
for  tribute.  The  miracle  seems  to  be  unnecessary,  since 
a  stater  might  have  been  procured  in  the  usual  way. 
Nor  did  Jesus  ever  work  a  miracle  for  himself.  Besides, 
it  is  not  said  that  the  piece  of  money  was  actually  found 
in  the  mouth  of  the  fish.  The  accomplishment  is  not 
noticed,  as  on  other  occasions.  And  while  it  is  cer- 
tainly possible  that  tlie  piece  of  money  may  have  been 
in  the  fish's  mouth — for  cases  of  this  sort  have  occurred 
— it  is  not  probable  that  the  money  would  have  been 
there  ready  for  use  rather  than  in  the  stomach.  The 
miracle  is  gratuitous. 

Sucli  are  the  surest  evidences  of  non-apostolicity  in 
the  first  gospel,  and  they  are  not  the  only  ones  that 
might  be  adduced  ;  others  will  appear  in  our  subsequent 
analysis  of  the  contents,  to  confirm  the  post-apostolicity 
of  the  present  Greek  gospel.  In  pursuance  of  the  same 
object,  some  critics  adduce  particulars  in  the  other  gos- 
pels disagreeing  with  the  first  ;  but  it  is  a  precarious 
thmg  to  insist  upon  them.  The  reasoning  which  gives 
the  preference  to  the  accounts  of  Mark,  Luke,  or  John, 
and  judges  of  parallel  accounts  in  Matthew  accordingly, 
is  often  liable  to  suspicion.  We  do  not  say  that  all 
particulars  in  the  first  gospel  are  more  correct  than 
those  in  the  other  synoptics  ;  but  that  many  of  them 
are.     Sometimes  the  original  tradition  is  })rcscrved  by 
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Mark  or  Luke,  when  a  later  one  is  given  by  Matthew  ; 
as  in  xxvii.  34,  where  the  drink  offered  to  Jesus  is 
vinegar  mingled  with  gall^  which  he  would  not  drink  be- 
cause of  its  bitter  taste  ;  whereas  in  Mark  it  was  mingled 
with  myrrh,  to  produce  intoxication  and  ease  pain.  The 
tradition  respecting  the  gall  is  a  later  one  derived  from 
Psalm  Ixix.  21,  which  converts  the  draught  into  a  mani- 
festation of  enmity  instead  of  compassion.  But  such  cases 
are  comparatively  few,  and  do  not  invalidate  our  general 
principle,  which  is  strikingly  exemplified  in  the  twenty- 
eighth  chapter  of  St.  Matthew,  where  nothing  is  said  of 
the  mode  in  which  Jesus  was  parted  from  his  disciples, 
and  it  is  only  implied  that  he  had  gone  to  the  Father. 
This  idea  was  subsequently  developed  as  we  find  it  in 
other  gospels.  It  is  invalid  to  adduce  the  want  of 
graphic  description  in  one  who  was  an  eyewitness  like 
Matthew.  Picturesque  delineation  does  not  necessarily 
belong  to  an  apostle.  Vivid  description  is  a  talent  which 
does  not  depend  on  an  external  call.  And  the  nature  of 
Matthew's  occupation  was  unfavourable  to  vivid  paint- 
ing. We  could  not  expect  much  of  the  picturpsque 
from  a  collector  of  taxes.  The  graphic  power  of  ac- 
comptants  is  usually  feeble.  At  all  events,  natural  talent 
is  not  changed  but  elevated  by  inspiration.  If  the  writer 
had  not  the  gift  of  picturesqueness  before  he  became  an 
apostle,  he  would  not  have  it  afterwards. 

As  to  the  sources  of  the  gospel,  if  it  be  true  that 
Matthew  wrote  brief  Aramasan  oracles  or  discourses,  he 
did  not  use  written  compilations,  but  drew  from  Gali- 
lean traditions  and  actual  knowledge.  The  case  of  the 
person  who  put  the  Greek  gospel  into  its  present  shape 
is  different.  He  had  written  sources  more  or  less 
copious  ;  and  Greek  paraphrases  of  the  original  Ara- 
maean. It  is  likely  that  he  consulted  independent  col- 
lections of  gospel  facts,  for  in  no  other  way  can  du- 
plicates of  the  same  thing  be  explained,  the  second  of 
which  could  have  been  introduced  only  out  of  a  written 
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source,  not  from  oral  tradition.  Thus  the  present 
gospel  is  based  on  the  Aramaean  document  written  by 
the  apostle  as  well  as  on  some  smaller  collections,  along 
with  unwritten  tradition.  There  is  no  proof  that  the 
compilers  used  the  primitive  Mark-document,  of  which 
we  shall  speak  immediately.  It  is  by  no  means  easy 
always  to  assign  the  respective  portions  to  their 
respective  sources  ;  though  earlier  and  later,  historical 
and  unhistorical  materials  may  be  distinguished.  The 
writers  selected  and  added,  not  without  a  theological 
bias  that  shaped  the  materials,  especially  the  Old  Tes- 
tament passages  which  are  systematically  turned  aside 
from  their  orie^inal  meanino^  to  show  Jesus  as  the 
Messiah.  If  these  remarks  be  correct,  Holtzmann's 
distribution  of  the  gospel  into  two  leading  docu- 
ments, the  logia  or  primitive  Matthew,  the  primitive 
Mark,  and  tradition,  is  conjectural  ;  with  an  unmis- 
takable bias  in  favour  of  Mark's  originality  that  does 
injustice  to  Matthew.^  That  there  was  a  Greek  col- 
lection of  discourses  or  sayings  written  by  the  apostle 
Matthew,  is  destitute  of  all  historical  basis.  Ancient 
testimony  is  unanimous  in  favour  of  its  being  composed 
in  Araniiean.  One  of  the  primary  documents  in  Holtz- 
mann's scheme  of  the  mutual  connection  of  the  synop- 
tics— a  Greek  gospel  by  Matthew — falls  away.  Nor 
is  there  the  least  probability  that  any  Greek  translation 
circulated  as  the  acknowledged  representative  of  the  Ara- 
maean logia. 

ANALYSIS    OF    CONTENTS. 

The  gospel  may  be  divided  into  three  parts,  viz. 
the  introductory  history,  chapters  i.-iv  ;  the  Messiah's 
ministry  in  Galilee,  v.-xviii. ;  the  conclusion  of  his  work, 
and  death  at  Jerusalem,  xix.-xxviii. 

The  first  portion  contains  the  genealogical  register 
of  Jesus  and  his  birth  in  Bethlehem  ;  the  circumstances 

*  Die  sijnoptischen  EvanyeUen,  u,  s.  tv,,  p.  160,  et  seq. 


THE   GOSPEL  OF  MATTHEW.  303 

connected  with  his  birth,  such  as  the  visit  of  the  magi, 
the  flight  to  Egypt,  and  the  return  to  Nazareth.  This 
is  followed  by  the  public  appearance  of  John  and  the 
baptism  of  Jesus.  The  fourth  chapter  describes  his 
temptation  and  entrance  into  public  life. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  first  two  chapters 
always  belonged  to  the  present  Greek  gospel,  since 
they  are  found  in  all  unmutilated  MSS.  and  ancient 
versions.  The  earliest  fathers  had  them  in  their  copies 
as  part  of  the  "work.  Iren^i^us,  Clement  of  Alexandria, 
Justin  Martyr,  Hegesippus,  attest  their  existence.  So 
do  the  early  heretics,  Cerinthus  and  his  followers, 
Celsus,  and  Porphyry.  Their  diction  is  of  the  same 
character  with  the  rest  of  the  gospel.  The  language 
and  style  are  similar.  But  the  question  is,  Were  the 
chapters  in  the  Aramaean  logia  of  Matthew  ?  The 
portion  was  wanting  in  the  Ebionite  coj^y  of  the  Gospel 
according  to  the  Hebrews,  as  Epiphanius  testifies.  Did 
the  Ebionites  cut  it  off  because  they  denied  the  miracu- 
lous conception  of  Jesus  ?  Epiphanius  leads  us  to 
believe  that  they  mutilated  and  corrupted  the  gospel  ; 
and  his  testimony  may  pass  for  what  it  is  worth.  The 
same  father,  in  saying  of  the  Nazarenes  that  they  had 
the  gospel  in  its  fullest  form  or  entire  in  Hebrew,  pro- 
bably warrants  us  to  conclude  that  their  copy  had  these 
chapters  ;  and  Jerome's  comments  on  Habbak.  iii.  3 
and  Isai.  xi.  may  justify  the  inference.  But  Epiphanius 
is  an  untrustworthy  writer.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  his 
testimony  respecting  the  commencement  of  the  gospel 
of  the  Ebionites,  which  was  only  another  and  later 
recension  of  that  according  to  the  Hebrews  with  the 
third  chapter  of  the  present  Greek,  may  be  accepted. 
He  says  expressly  of  Ebion,  that  he  declared  Christ  to 
be  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary,  just  as  Cerinthus  and 
Carpocrates  did,  on  the  ground  of  the  same  gospel. 
Orio'en  disting-uishes  two  classes  of  Ebionites,  one 
acknowledging  Christ  to  be  born  of  a  virgin,  the  other 
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not.  Following  internal  evidence,  we  should  be  dis- 
posed to  say,  that  the  chapters  did  not  belong  to  the 
original  logia.  Their  contents  hang  loosely  together, 
and  do  not  harmonise  well.  The  supernatural  birth 
hardly  agrees  with  the  genealogy  ;  and  the  latter  ter- 
minates in  Joseph  without  expressing  the  direct  con- 
nection between  him  and  Jesus.  Though  the  writer 
intended  to  give  tlie  latter's  genealogy,  he  breaks  off 
abruptly,  without  specifying  the  proper  link  of  con- 
nection between  him  and  Joseph.  The  evangelist  seems 
to  have  adopted  a  written  account,  mstead  of  composing 
the  chapters  out  of  oral  tradition.  If  so,  he  altered 
the  words  of  the  sixteenth  verse,  to  make  suitable  room 
for  the  introduction  of  the  supernatural  generation  of 
Jesus  ;  severing,  however,  by  that  means  the  proper 
link  of  connection  between  the  preceding  and  following 
parts.  Of  what  use  was  it  to  trace  the  descent  of  Jesus 
from  David  and  show  his  Messiahship,  if  He  had  not  a 
natural  father  ?  Besides,  the  first  two  chapters  are 
largely  imbued  with  the  traditional.  The  ideas  ex- 
pressed respecting  the  generation  of  Jesus  Christ,  the 
visit  of  the  Magi,  and  the  appearance  of  the  miraculous 
star  that  guided  them,  the  conduct  of  Herod  towards 
them,  the  slaughter  of  the  in<^ants  in  Bethlehem,  and 
the  flight  into  Egypt,  partake  of  the  mythic,  and  sym- 
bolise certain  ideas.  The  supernatural  conception  is  the 
legendary  symbol  of  a  spiritual  nature  superior  to  the 
characteristic  type  of  humanity.  It  is  improbable  that 
an  apostle  would  have  set  forth  such  relations  as  his- 
torical.    They  are  too  early  for  his  time. 

The  4th  chapter,  giving  an  account  of  the  temptation, 
narrates  it  as  an  outward  historical  fact,  for  such  expres- 
sions as  '  the  devil  taketh  him  up,'  '  the  devil  setteth  him 
on  a  pinnacle  of  the  temple,'  &c.,  imply  nothing  else. 
This  is  followed  by  a  rapid  outline  of  the  proceedings 
of  Jesus,  that  the  author  may  come  to  the  full  history  of 
the  Messianic  mini.stry. 
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The  second  division  of  the  gospel  begins  Avitli  the 
sermon  on  the  mount,  which  is  a  sort  of  programme  of 
the  Messianic  kingdom  founded  by  Jesus.  This  dis- 
course is  orderly  and  connected.  The  development  is 
simple  and  the  sequence  natural.  The  essential  con- 
tents appear  to  be  original  and  direct,  leaving  an  im- 
pression of  freshness  on  the  mind  that  cannot  be  mis- 
taken. A  pure  ethical  spirit,  free  from  religious  dog- 
matism, breathes  throughout  ;  showing  that  the  truths 
taught  came  from  the  moral  consciousness  of  one  who 
had  the  loftiest,  as  well  as  the  simplest,  ideas  of  the  ab- 
solute, in  practical  ethics.  Mosaism  is  lifted  up  into  a 
spiritual  essence  ;  the  law  inculcates  a  pure  morality. 
The  principles  enunciated,  unsustained  by  argument  or 
authority,  and  in  the  form  of  simple  assertion,  are  left  to 
stand  self- supported,  with  a  sublime  confidence  in  the 
majesty  of  truth.  Jesus  appears  as  the  reformer  of  the 
law,  giving  it  a  higher  significance  than  the  Pharisaic  or 
even  the  original  one.  Without  abolishing  he  subli- 
mates it.  But  though  the  substance  of  the  discourse  be 
original,  it  has  received  its  form  and  position  from  a 
redactor,  who  has  sometimes  brought  together  utter- 
ances of  Jesus  belonging  to  difi*erent  times.  The  gene- 
ral outline,  including  the  commencement  and  conclusion, 
with  the  intervening  succession  of  ideas,  is  genuine  ;  but 
cognate  elements  are  introduced  to  expand  and  fill  out 
the  discourse.  This  view  is  supported  by  the  fact,  that 
Luke  and  Mark  distribute  in  difi'erent  places  various  sen- 
tences in  the  connected  sermon  of  the  first  gospel.  It 
is  also  confirmed  by  the  circumstance,  that  the  discourse 
is  wrought  into  a  united  whole,  of  which  the  parts  and 
particulars  are  fitted  into  their  places.  Such  elabora- 
tion is  adverse  to  the  idea  that  the  sermon  is  the  same 
as  when  it  was  spoken.  It  is  also  confirmed  by  the 
circumstance  that  there  is  no  proper  connection  between 
a  few  sentences  here  and  there  ;  for  example,  at  the 
eighteenth  verse.     In  pro})ortiou  as  the  sermon  exhibits 
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plan  and  j^urpose,  as  a  whole  and  in  separate  parts, 
does  its  originality  cease  to  be  immediate.  It  formed 
a  considerable  part  of  the  discourses  which  Mat- 
thew wrote  ;  but  it  is  against  probability  that  it  was 
spoken  exactly  as  we  have  it  and  at  the  commence- 
ment of  Jesus's  ministry.  Its  true  position  is  later, 
when  the  minds  of  the  disciples  were  better  prepared  for 
spiritual  truth.  Luke  places  it  later  ;  and  though  we 
cannot  assign  the  preference  to  his  record,  either  in  form 
or  originality,  the  time  he  assigns  to  it  is  nearer  the 
truth.  The  sermon  as  the  first  gospel  presents  it  is  re- 
lafwely  not  absolutely  original.  The  extent,  the  regular 
development  of  ideas,  the  unity,  the  logical  arrangement, 
especially  in  the  first  part,  the  palpable  evidence  of  plan, 
show  the  influence  of  later  reflection.  The  form  is  less 
original  than  the  contents  ;  though  some  of  these  have 
been  imported  into  the  discourse  out  of  other  times  and 
occasions.  Thus  the  eighteenth  and  nmeteenth  verses 
of  the  .5th  chapter  are  of  later  origin,  since  they  disturb 
the  connection  and  were  never  appealed  to  by  the  Judais- 
ing  party,  though  authoritative  in  their  favour.  When 
Paulinism  had  weakened  the  claims  of  the  law  among 
Christians,  those  who  adhered  to  the  old  Judaic  Christ- 
ianity attempted  to  make  it  more  rigid,  and  put  into 
authentic  discourses  remarks  directed  against  Paulinism, 
as  those  in  vii.  13-20.  The  twentieth  and  following 
verses  of  the  fifth  chapter  show  that  Jesus  had  respect 
to  the  spiritual  import  of  the  law  rather  than  its  exter- 
nal observance  ;  and  that  he  could  not  have  pronounced 
him  to  be  great  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  who  con- 
formed to  the  minutiae  of  legal  and  ceremonial  obser- 
vances.^ Though  the  verses  in  question  were  not 
spoken  by  Jesus,  they  are  in  harmony  with  the  Jewish 
Christian  or  primitive  parts  of  the  gospel.  Matthew 
himself  may  have  put  them  where  they  are. 

In   like  manner,   the  addition  of  in   spirit  to   '  the 

'  Strauss 8  Lcbcn  Jcsii,  p.  212. 
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poor '  in  v.  3,  is  niuinthentic  on  tlie  lips  of  Jesus.  Luke's 
report  is  right,  and  the  Essene  sentiment  original. 
The  three  verses  appended  to  the  seven  beatitudes 
(v.  10-12)  also  belong  to  the  evangelist,  not  to  the 
speaker.  Notwithstanding  these  and  perhaps  some  other 
additions,  the  report  of  the  sermon  is  substantially 
correct. 

This  great  discourse  so  fully  recorded  in  Matthew's 
gospel  is  often  depreciated,  in  spite  of  its  author  and 
excellence,  by  a  class  of  divines.  Thus  one  reckons  it 
among  the  earthly  things^  not  the  heavenly^  with  which 
Christ  commenced  as  he  '  looked  forward  to  the  cominaf 

o 

of  the  Comforter  to  complete  what  he  had  thus  begun.' 
The  ethical  character  of  the  sermon  does  not  suit  the 
taste  of  dogmatic  theologians,  and  they  must  therefore 
give  it  an  inferior  place. ^ 

The  sermon  on  the  mount  is  followed  by  a  series  of 
miraculous  works  which  Jesus  performed  in  Galilee, 
viii.,  ix.  38.  The  cures  related  and  the  miracles  per- 
formed follow  one  another  in  rapid  succession.  After 
pronouncing  a  long  discourse,  the  Saviour  is  represented 
as  engaged  almost  entirely  in  wonderful  cures,  without 
distinct  or  considerable  intervals  of  time.  We  cannot 
well  resist  the  conclusion  that  the  evangelist  groups 
together  a  number  of  operations  to  make  a  portrait  of 
Jesus's  Messianic  agency.  That  such  was  his  object  is 
perceptible  from  bodily  and  spiritual  states  of  derange- 
ment being  equally  represented  as  the  subjects  of  cure  ; 
from  the  calling  of  Matthew  being  inserted  in  the  series  ; 
from  the  brief  forcible  sayings  in  viii.  18-22  ;  but  espe- 
cially from  viii.  17,  '  that  it  might  be  fulfilled  which  was 
spoken  by  Esaias  the  prophet,  saying,  Himself  took  our 
infirmities  and  bare  our  sicknesses.'  Jesus  was  to 
fulfil  the  Old  Testament  predictions  respecting  the 
Messiah's  operations.     The  evangelist  groups  a  series  of 

'  See  Dr.  Pluraptre's  exposition  of  St.  Matthew  in  the  New   Testament 
Commentary  for  Euylish  Readers,  by  various  writers,  vol.  i.  p.  20. 
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facts  which  present  Messiah  in  close  contact  with 
humanity,  the  Son  of  man  compassionating  the  condi- 
tion of  his  brethren  and  ministering  to  their  wants. 
This  gives  another  aspect  of  Jesus  as  the  Messiah  ;  not 
so  much  the  ethical  reformer  introducmg  a  kingdom  of 
righteousness,  as  a  sj^mpathising  brother  entering  into 
the  p3culiar  circumstances  of  men  and  raising  them 
from  wretchedness  to  comfort.  That  the  section  owes 
much  to  the  writer  can  scarcely  be  doubted  by  those 
who  compare  it  with  the  sermon  on  the  mount,  Avhich 
also  partakes  of  the  grouping  character  belonging  to  the 
present  portion,  as  well  as  the  summary  introduction  of 
the  sermon,  '  and  Jesus  went  about  all  Galilee,  teacliing 
in  their  synagogues,  and  preaching  the  gospel  of  the 
kingdom,  and  healing  all  manner  of  sickness,  and  all 
manner  of  disease  among  the  people,'  etc.  etc,  (iv.  23- 
25).  The  summary  owed  its  present  place  and  charac- 
ter to  the  evangelist's  desire  to  get  at  once  to  the 
inaugural  discourse  of  Jesus  ;  after  which  the  general 
assertion  is  resolved  into  its  details.  The  writer  acts 
freely  in  setting  the  instances  of  the  Messianic  operation 
in  rapid  succession,  that  they  may  give  a  comiected 
picture.  He  does  not  stay  to  specify  times  or  places. 
The  outward  connection  of  the  wonderful  works  per- 
formed e\^nces  the  reporter's  subjectivity  and  reflection. 

A  new  section  begins  with  the  10th  chapter.  After 
Jesus  says  in  ix.  37,  38,  '  the  harvest  truly  is  plenteous, 
but  the  labourers  few  ;  pray  ye  therefore  the  Lord  of 
the  harvest,  that  he  will  send  forth  labourers  into  his 
harvest,'  the  labourers  are  called  and  sent  forth  to  the 
work,  with  a  series  of  instructions  respecting  their  con- 
duct. The  form  of  these  instructions  proceeds  from  the 
evangelist,  since  parts  of  them  are  not  appropriate  to 
the  first  mission  of  the  apostles  but  are  derived  from  a 
later  period.  This  is  plain  from  the  sixteenth  and 
following  verses. 

The  11th  and  12th  chapters  open  up  the  further  and 
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wider  progress  of  Jesns's  ministry,  especially  the  effects 
which  it  produced.  Its  results  appear  more  marked, 
resolving  themselves  into  adoption  or  recognition  of  his 
Messianic  claims.  The  message  of  John  the  Baptist 
gives  occasion  not  only  to  speak  of  the  person  and 
ministry  of  His  forerunner,  but  of  His  own  reception  ; 
while  he  upbraids  the  cities  in  which  he  had  wrought 
mighty  works  because  of  their  unbelief.  He  expresses 
His  union  with  the  Father,  in  virtue  of  which  he  cheer- 
fully acquiesces  in  all  the  divine  arrangements  ;  and 
acknowledging  that  His  mission  would  be  believed  in 
only  by  such  as  the  Father  had  specially  enlightened, 
he  addresses  a  compassionate  call  to  men  to  avail  them- 
selves of  his  aid. 

The  12th  chapter  represents  Jesus  in  conflict  with 
the  Pharisees,  and  His  severe  language  against  them. 
The  collision  was  caused  by  the  disciples  plucking  ears 
of  corn  on  the  Sabbath,  and  also  by  the  cure  of  a  blind 
and  dumb  man,  which  the  Pharisees  attributed  to 
Satanic  agency.  One  thing  in  the  chapter  has  naturally 
arrested  the  attention  of  critics,  viz.  the  charge  of  Jesus 
to  the  multitudes  not  to  make  him  known  (12,  15,  16). 
In  the  midst  of  publicity,  while  he  performed  remark- 
able cures  ojDcnly  and  was  in  collision  with  the  Phari- 
sees, it  is  stated  that  he  withdrew  for  the  sake  of 
privacy  and  enjoined  the  multitudes,  who  nevertheless 
followed  him,  not  to  speak  of  him  and  his  deeds  openly. 
The  present  is  not  the  only  place  in  the  first  gospel 
where  such  prohibition  is  recorded  (see  viii.  4  ;  ix.  30). 
It  is  not  so  strange,  however,  at  an  earlier  period,  when 
he  had  not  attained  great  publicity  or  been  thrown  into 
controversy  with  the  Pharisees  on  account  of  his  works. 
Here  the  prohibition  is  inappropriate.  The  evangelist 
himself  appears  to  have  felt  so  when  he  introduces 
a  passage  from  Isai.  xlii.  1-4,  which  he  applies  to  the 
Messiah,  as  if  a  leading  feature  of  his  character  were 
calmness  and  noiselessness,  the  absence  of  ostentation, 
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the  exhibition  of  a  modest  retirement,  a  quiet  consola- 
tion, which  lodges  in  the  minds  of  men  with  refreshing 
power.  The  inference  is  unavoidable  that  such  prohibi- 
tion on  the  part  of  Jesus  was  not  uttered  now,  since  it  dis- 
agrees with  the  context  in  which  it  stands.  The  evan- 
gelist's adaptation  of  Isai.  xlii.  1-4  to  the  Messiah  is  aside 
from  the  true  sense  of  the  passage  ;  though  he  must  have 
looked  upon  the  description  as  a  Messianic  criterion. 

The  13th  chapter  contains  a  group  of  parables,  repre- 
senting one  aspect,  the  most  attractive  and  influential, 
of  the  teaching  of  Jesus.  Though  the  entire  series  is 
narrated  as  if  spoken  at  one  time,  this  is  improbable. 
The  parables  were  uttered  on  different  occasions,  and 
are  unhistorically  put  into  a  connected  group.  The 
teaching  of  Jesus  in  Nazareth,  recorded  in  xiii.  53-58, 
is  identical  with  that  of  Luke  iv.  16-30,  though  the 
latter  places  it  too  early.  Chapters  xiv.— xvii.  contain 
a  succession  of  events  and  circumstances,  without  any 
close  connection.  The  narrative  of  Herod  beheading 
John  the  Baptist  ;  the  feeding  of  five  thousand  persons  ; 
Jesus' s  walking  on  the  sea  ;  his  cures  in  the  land  of 
Gennesaret  ;  his  conflict  with  the  Pharisees,  originating 
in  the  question  about  washing  of  hands  ;  his  discourse 
to  the  disciples,  showing  that  what  they  should  be  most 
anxious  to  shun  is  moral  and  spiritual,  not  ceremonial, 
impurity  ;  the  interview  with  a  Canaanitish  woman  ; 
the  feeding  of  the  four  thousand,  which  is  merely  a  du- 
plicate of  a  preceding  occurrence  in  xiv.  17-21  ;  the 
demand  of  the  Pharisees  for  a  sign,  and  the  discourse 
respecting  Sadducean  and  Pharisean  leaven  ;  Peter's  con- 
fession, the  transfiguration,  the  healing  of  a  lunatic,  and 
the  narrative  respecting  the  piece  of  money  found  in  the 
mouth  of  a  fish,  constitute  a  loosely  linked  series.  But 
the  final  catastrophe  approaches.  The  opposition  of  the 
Pharisees  and  Sadducees  becomes  more  intense,  so  that 
Jesus  repeatedly  announces  his  death  and  resurrection 
to  the  disciples  (xvi.  21,  etc.  ;  xvii.  22,  etc.) 
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The  19th  chapter  opens  up  a  new  epoch  in  the  per- 
sonal history  of  Jesus  ;  for  he  is  represented  as  leaving 
Galilee  for  Judea.  On  this  journey  he  came  into  colli- 
sion with  the  Pharisees  respectmg"  divorce  and  celibacy, 
blessed  little  children,  had  a  conversation  with  a  rich 
youth,  and  spoke  of  the  rewards  awaiting  those  who 
made  sacrifices  for  the  kino-dom  of  heaven's  sake.  To 
this  is  appended  tlie  parable  of  labourers  in  a  vineyard, 
which  is  peculiar  to  the  first  gospel.  The  request  of 
Zebedee's  sons  shows  how  inadequately  the  minds  of  the 
apostles  were  prepared  for  the  Messianic  kingdom. 
Approaching  Jericho,  he  healed  two  blind  men. 

The  21st  chapter  describes  his  entry  mto  Jerusalem, 
the  evangelist  evidently  knowing  nothing  of  his  stay  in 
Bethany,  his  purification  of  the  temple,  and  cursing  of 
the  fig-tree,  which  is  unhistorical  because  contrary  to 
the  well-known  character  of  the  teacher.  At  the 
twenty- third  verse  of  this  chapter,  a  question  of  the 
Sanhedrists  put  to  him  respecting  his  authority,  leads 
to  three  parables  in  which  his  opponents  are  aimed  at, 
the  breach  between  both  becoming  more  open,  sharp, 
and  decided.  The  Pharisees  put  entangling  questions  ; 
their  enmity  increasing  as  their  polemics  are  turned  aside 
or  recoil  on  their  own  heads  with  defeat.  In  the  23rd 
chapter,  Jesus  speaks  openly  against  the  scribes  and 
Pharisees,  a  class  of  men  who  had  lain  in  wait  for  him  a 
considerable  tirue.  His  denunciation  of  them  is  severe, 
characterised  by  a  tone  of  stern  displeasure,  consistent 
only  with  the  idea  that  he  looked  upon  them  as  involved 
in  hopeless  and  irreconcilable  hostility  to  the  gracious 
purposes  of  God.  The  chapter  concludes  with  a  vale- 
dictory address  to  Jerusalem  of  the  most  mournful 
character. 

The  24th  chapter  contains  a  prediction  of  the  de- 
struction of  Jerusalem,  with  the  downfall  of  the  Jewish 
state   and    Jesus's  second    coming    immediately   after. 
This  eschatological  discourse  harmonises  with  the  ser- 
VOL.  I.  D  D 
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mon  on  the  mount  in  regard  to  freedom  of  composition. 
The  writer's  own  subjectivity  ajipears  in  it.  That 
Jesus  could  not  have  spoken  as  he  is  represented,  is  ap- 
parent from  the  way  in  which  John  writes  in  the 
Apocalypse  respecting  the  fate  of  Jerusalem.  For 
three  years  and  a  half  the  apostle  predicts  that  the  city 
should  be  trodden  down  by  the  Gentiles,  but  that  the 
temple  should  be  spared.  The  rest  of  the  city  is  neither 
to  be  possessed  nor  destroyed  by  the  heathen.  It  is  im- 
possible that  the  apostle  John  could  have  written  thus, 
had  he  heard  Jesus  foretell  such  a  catastrophe  as  is  de- 
scribed in  the  present  chapter  ;  and  therefore  consider- 
able scope  must  be  allowed  for  the  matter  and  method 
of  the  discourse  here  given.  There  is  great  difficulty  in 
extracting  the  authentic  nucleus  from  the  surround- 
ings. One  thing  is  pretty  clear,  that  not  till  after 
the  catastrophe  which  befell  Jerusalem — a  catastrophe 
which  none  of  the  early  Christians  foresaw — did  any 
of  the  synoptists  seek  to  have  it  plainly  foretold  by 
the  Saviour. 

The  chapter  before  us  raises  a  grave  question.  Did 
Jesus  believe  that  he  would  return  in  a  visible  form 
to  inaugurate  his  reign  as  Messiah  ?  His  discourse 
here,  and  many  other  sayings  reported  by  the  synoptists, 
especially  Matt.  x.  23  ;  xxiii.  36,  39  ;  xxiv.  34  ;  xxvi. 
64,  contain  an  explicit  prediction  of  his  speedy  return 
to  preside  at  the  judgment  of  mankind.  Did  he  share 
the  common  Messianic  belief  of  his  time  ?  So  Strauss, 
Keim,  and  even  Weizsiicker  suppose,  contrary,  as  we 
think,  to  the  evidence  of  facts  in  the  gospels  themselves. 
He  who  transformed  the  contemporary  Messianic  ideas 
so  radically,  enunciating  the  spirituality  and  gradual 
growth  of  his  kingdom,  could  not  have  apprehended  his 
Messianic  dignity  under  the  crass  form  of  current  Ju- 
daism. In  speaking  of  the  future,  he  used  the  figurative 
language  of  the  Old  Testament,  and  was  misapprehended. 
To  harmonise  their  Judaic  hopes  with  the  conviction 
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that  the  crucified  One  was  the  Messiah,  the  disciples 
supposed  he  would  return  in  a  visible  form  to  inaugurate 
his  reign  and  judge  mankind.  The  eschatological  dis- 
courses which  connect  the  fall  of  Jerusalem,  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  temple  and  the  end  of  the  world,  have  been 
falsified  by  history  ;  a  fact  which  proves  that  Jesus  did 
not  utter  them  as  they  are.  Doubtless  they  have  been 
added  to  and  revised  after  their  original  composition. 
Jewish  ideas  and  expressions  peculiar  to  the  disciples  or 
their  followers  are  incorporated  with  them.  This  was 
owing  to  an  imperfect  apprehension  of  the  imagery  em- 
ployed by  Jesus,  and  also  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
time  immediately  preceding  the  destruction  of  Jeru- 
salem ;  for  details  are  drawn  from  the  troublous  events 
that  ushered  in  that  catastrophe.  The  only  authentic 
parts  seem  to  be  xxiv.  86-44,  xxv.  1-13,  14-30.  The 
rest  are  of  later  origin.  We  believe  that  a  Jewish 
Christian  document  is  embodied  in  xxiv.  4-35  ;  not^ 
however,  in  its  origmal  form  or  extent.  The  language 
of  an  apocalyptic  comment,  not  a  correct  report  of  what 
Jesus  said,  appears  in  the  paragraph,  which  seems  to 
have  been  written  about  a.d.  68. 

The  opinion  that  Jesus  did  not  predict  his  second 
coming  in  the  crass  way  which  the  synoptists  present, 
but  in  a  spiritual  form  veiled  under  Jewish  imagery, 
which  his  hearers  did  not  rightly  understand,  is  sub- 
stantially that  of  Hase,  Schenkel,  Colani  and  Baur.  But 
some  difficulty  attends  it,  because  the  expectation  of  the 
early  church  and  of  Paul  himself  does  not  agree  (1 
Thessal.  iv.  15).     The  sensuous  view  still  prevailed. 

It  is  probable  that  the  thing  he  foretold  in  connection 
with  the  overthrow  of  the  theocracy  was  the  initiation  of 
his  kingdom,  that  is,  his  spiritual  advent.  Foreseeing  the 
destruction  of  Jerusalem  and  the  desolation  of  its  temple, 
he  knew  that  the  way  was  cleared  for  the  victory  of  the 
new  religion.  The  building  up  of  the  spiritual  temple 
followed  immediately  upon  the  close  of  the  theocratic 
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ao-e.  If  Jesus  described  the  ideal  Israel  in  prophetic 
and  figurative  language  like  that  used  in  the  books  of 
Daniel  and  Enoch,  his  hearers  may  have  readily  misap- 
prehended his  meaning.  The  statements  in  xxiv.  30 
and  xxvi.  64  are  clearly  unhistorical.  The  multitude 
prefer  the  letter  to  the  spirit  ;  and  are  dazzled  with 
highly  coloured  imagery.  The  inauguration  of  the  new- 
era  with  its  reign  of  righteousness,  outlined  as  it  pro- 
bably was  in  a  few  bold  metaphors  by  the  Messiah 
himself,  took  an  external  shape. 

Several  parables  follow,  inculcating  watchfulness  and 
preparation  for  the  approaching  judgment ;  that  of  the 
faithful  and  the  wicked  servants,  of  the  ten  virgins,  of 
the  talents,  and  a  description  of  the  Messianic  judgment. 
The  sufferings,  death,  and  resurrection  are  described  in 
the  last  three  chapters. 

The  concluding  words  of  the  gospel,  containing  a 
formal  commission  to  the  eleven  to  carry  the  glad  tid- 
ings of  salvation  to  the  heathen  and  to  baptize,  come 
from  apostolic  tradition  interpreting  the  mind  of  Christ. 
Though  he  did  not  himself  enjoin  a  universal  mission 
and  baptism — a  fact  indirectly  indicated  by  putting  the 
command  into  the  mouth  of  the  risen  Christ  just  before 
his  ascension — early  Christian  consciousness  appre- 
hended his  will  aright  in  enunciating  the  comprehensive 
principle.  That  the  gospel  should  be  preached  to  all 
nations  and  baptism  be  the  introductory  mode  of  ad- 
mitting them  into  the  Church,  are  precepts  that  truly 
reflect  the  spirit  of  Jesus' s  teaching. 

The  general  contents  of  the  gospel  seem  to  be  his- 
torical, and  the  course  of  events  natural.  Artificial 
combination  on  the  part  of  the  evangelist,  or  transpo- 
sitions and  transmutations,  both  chronological  and  ma- 
terial, are  not  absent,  but  are  scarcely  a  prominent  fea- 
ture. No  doubt  some  portions  are  dislocated,  and 
have  not  their  proper  connection.  But  the  usual  suc- 
cession appears  probable.     One  thing  strikes  the  reader. 
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viz.  the  grouping  together  of  discourses  or  parables 
which  were  delivered  at  different  times.  Thus  the  seven 
parables  in  the  thirteenth  chapter  could  not  have  been 
spoken  in  immediate  succession  and  at  the  same  time  ; 
though  the  evnngelist  gives  one  to  understand  that  they 
were.  After  depicting  the  ministry  of  Jesus  in  Galilee, 
the  close  of  it  in  Judea  is  distinctly  described.  It  is 
divided  into  two  periods,  a  Galilean  and  a  Judean  one. 
Yet  plausible  objections  have  been  made  to  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  contents,  derived  especially  from  the  other 
three  gospels.  If  Luke  and  Mark  be  considered  inde- 
pendent documents  having  an  authority  of  their  own, 
the  originality  of  Matthew  is  lessened.  Or  if  they 
deserve  the  preference  where  they  deviate  from  Mat- 
thew, the  authenticity  of  the  last  is  damaged.  But  this 
estimate  cannot  be  approved.  We  believe  that  the  first 
gospel  being  the  oldest,  is  the  principal  source  of  the 
other  synoptists.  The  critic  should  be  cautious  about 
setting  the  accounts  of  Luke  and  Mark  above  those  of 
Matthew,  or  attacking  the  historical  credibility  of  the 
first  gospel  by  the  help  of  the  second  and  third.  The 
only  legitimate  ground  on  which  Matthew's  gospel  can 
be  assailed  is  itself.  The  principle  of  grouping  has  in- 
fluenced the  character  of  the  narration.  What  distin- 
guishes the  gospel  most  is  its  peculiar  pragmatism  or 
development.  It  has  certainly  mythical  elements.  As 
the  traditional  had  sufficient  time  to  mould  and  modify 
facts,  before  the  canonical  gospel  was  written,  the  his- 
torical credibility  of  certain  portions  is  impaired.  Both 
form  and  substance  are  coloured  with  the  legendary. 
Had  we  the  original  Aramaean  discourses,  some  of  the 
hazy  element  which  soon  gathered  round  the  evan- 
gelical materials  would  disappear.  But  even  there 
perhaps  it  was  not  wanting.  It  is  useless,  however,  to 
speak  of  what  is  irrecoverable.  The  present  Greek 
gospel  being  a  growth,  and  having  been  written  above 
half  a  century  after  the  events   which  it  narrates,  was 
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aiFected  by  the  influences  of  an  uncritical  age,  as  also  by 
the  convulsive  changes  and  revolutions  that  shook  the 
world  of  Jews  and  Gentiles,  filling  men's  minds  with 
fear.  The  only  criterion  we  have  for  separating  the 
genuine  from  the  non-historical  is  the  interpreter's 
critical  sagacity. 


CHARACTEEISTICS    OF   THE    GOSPEL. 

1.  There  are  two  elements  in  the  gospel,  of  distinct 
and  opposite  tendency,  the  Jewish  Christian  or  primitive 
Ebionite  one,  which  regarded  the  new  religion  as  a  re- 
formed stage  of  the  old,  accepting  the  Messiahship  of 
Jesus  and  the  pure  morality  He  proclaimed  ;  and  a 
wider  element  which  viewed  the  Gentile  world  as  the 
soil  of  Christianity.  The  latter  acquired  predominance 
after  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  and  its  temple,  when 
the  field  of  the  world  was  opened  up  to  the  new  religion, 
and  Judaism  received  its  death-blow.  These  particu- 
larist  and  universal  elements  interlace  one  another  ; 
evincing  diiferent  writers  and  times ;  so  that  the  com- 
posite gospel  can  only  be  apprehended  after  a  careful 
survey  of  each.  The  authentic  work  of  Matthew  con- 
sisted of  Jewish  Christian  parts  ;  those  with  a  liberal 
tendency  were  posterior.  The  ground- work  was  not 
left  in  its  original  state,  but  was  subjected  to  revision. 
If  we  had  the  logia  or  the  gospel  according  to  the 
Hebrews  in  its  first  condition,  the  extent  of  such  re- 
vision would  appear  ;  but  fragments  alone  remam, 
and  even  they  are  valuable  in  indicating  the  changes 
which  later  hands  made  in  the  original  document. 

The  first  revision  was  efi'ected  by  the  translator  of 
the  Aramaean  work,  who  added  various  particulars  ; 
the  last  belongs  to  the  canonical  evangehst  himself. 
Between  the  two,  there  may  have  been  others  ;  for  we 
cannot  think  that  all  the  additions  and  changes  proceeded 
from   the  final   redactor.     Hilgenfeld,  who  assumes  no 
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intermediate  reviser  between  the  old  Greek  gospel  cog- 
nate to  that  according  to  the  Hebrews  and  the  canonical 
evangelist,  assigns  much  more  to  the  latter  than  we  can 
assent  to.  Thus  he  gives  him  the  fourteenth  verse  of 
the  twenty-fourth  chapter  :  '  And  this  gospel  of  the 
Kingdom  shall  be  preached  in  all  the  world  for  a  witness 
unto  all  nations  ; '  words  implying  a  later  time  than 
Hilgenfeld's  date  of  the  present  gospel  (a.d.  67)  and  a 
more  enlarged  mind  than  one  that  tolerated  in  the  pre- 
ceding context,  '  many  false  prophets  shall  arise,'  if 
these  misleading  teachers  were  Paulines  as  he  supposes 
them  to  be. 

Though  it  is  not  easy  to  point  out  the  authentic 
portions  written  by  tlie  apostle  Matthew  in  Aramaean, 
they  are  often  perceptible.  The  other  parts  cannot  be 
assigned  to  their  respective  revisers.  All  that  can  be 
done  is  to  indicate  such  as  belong  to  a  time  soon  after 
the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  and  those  near  the  close  of 
the  first  or  the  beginning  of  the  second  century. 

Examples  are  the  best  proofs  of  the  gospel's  com- 
posite character.  The  sermon  on  the  mount  (v.  1-vii. 
12)  was  an  important  and  prominent  element  in  the 
primitive  document.  So  were  parts  of  the  eschatological 
discourses  in  chapters  xxiv.,  xxv.  But  ch.  i.  18 — 
ii.  23  is  an  addition,  though  belonging  to  the  apostolic 
time.  Ch.  xxviii.  18-20  is  one  of  the  latest  parts,  which 
cannot  be  put  into  the  age  of  the  apostles  because  it  has 
an  incipient  Trinity. 

The  Gentile  Christian  or  Pauline  part  is  often  made 
to  subserve  the  general  purpose  of  showing  that  Jesus 
is  the  Messiah  foretold  in  the  Old  Testament,  and 
that  the  mam  incidents  of  his  life  are  foreshadowed 
there.  The  revisers'  advanced  views  cannot  be  mistaken. 
Jesus  is  the  Saviour  not  only  of  the  Jews  but  of  the 
Gentiles  ;  and  the  heathen  world  pays  him  its  homage. 
The  covenant  people  are  to  be  rejected  for  their  opposi- 
tion to  the  Son  of  God. 
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We  shall  illustrate  these  prominent  characteristics 
of  the  gospel  at  greater  length. 

(a.)  The  gospel  has  a  more  Jewish  aspect  than  any 
other  of  the  synoptics.  This  is  not  owing  wholly  to  the 
Aramaean  basis,  for  Jewish  Christian  revisers  would 
naturally  retain  its  primitive  complexion  in  the  ad- 
ditions and  changes  they  made.  But  it  is  unnecessary 
to  attempt  a  separation  of  the  elements  belonging  to  the 
groundwork  and  those  of  which  the  Jewish  Christian 
redactors  were  the  authors. 

Jewish  nationality  is  most  observable  in  xv.  24, 
where  Jesus  says  that  he  was  sent  only  to  the  lost  sheep 
of  the  house  of  Israel ;  inx.  5,  where  the  twelve  apostles 
are  forbidden  to  go  among  the  Gentiles  or  the  Sa- 
maritans ;  and  in  xix.  28,  where  the  twelve  are  promised 
twelve  thrones,  on  which  to  sit  as  assessors  along  with 
the  Messiah,  judging  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel.  The 
same  tendency  also  appears  in  thegenealogy  that  reaches 
up  only  to  Abraham  ;  in  the  undue  stress  laid  upon 
works  of  the  law  (xii.  33-37  ;  xix.  17)  ;  in  the  exag- 
gerated sanctification  of  the  sabbath  (xxiv.  20)  ;  the 
J3re-eminence  given  to  Peter  (x.  2  ;  xvi.  17-19)  ; 
Jesus's  being  styled  King  of  the  Jews  (ii.  2)  ;  the  local 
and  temporal  modifications  of  the  second  advent  (x.  23  ; 
xvi.  28),  and  the  eschatology  generally  which  makes 
the  end  of  Israel  synchronous  with  that  of  the  present 
world  (xxiv.  3,  22  ;  x.  23)  ;  the  regeneration  of  the 
twelve  tribes  being  the  object  of  the  present  dispensa- 
tion (xix.  28).  A  literally  valid  authority  is  also 
attributed  to  the  law,  under  the  new  dispensation  (v. 
18,  19).  Its  significance  remains  indissoluble  ;  Chris- 
tianity being  a  genuine  and  purified  form  of  Judaism. 

(b.)  As  Christianity  came  to  be  apprehended  in  its 
spirituality  and  extent,  the  phases  through  which  the 
original  document  passed  took  off  from  its  Judaism  by 
wider  views.  Successive  additions  gave  it  greater 
brcadtli  because  Christians  were  gradually  arriving  at 
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the  conviction  that  the  new  religion  was  intended  to 
embrace  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews,  and  to  leaven  man- 
kind with  higher  principles  than  those  embodied  in  the 
Old  Testament.  Hence  the  present  Greek  gospel  era- 
braces  materials  of  different  times  and  varying  character, 
the  separation  of  which  is  bound  up  with  the  credibility 
of  the  narratives.  The  original  Gospel  according  to  the 
Hebrews  must  itself  have  had  some  non-Judaistic  ele- 
ments, especially  where  Jesus  is  the  speaker  at  a  certain 
stage  of  his  ministry,  because  he  enunciated,  after  a 
time,  a  comprehensive  religion  amid  the  reserve  he 
adopted.  Even  in  its  original  form  Christianity  must 
have  had  a  principle  capable  of  enlargement.  Paul  had 
also  preached  to  the  Gentiles  before  the  canonical  gospel 
appeared,  and  had  openly  announced  a  divorce  between 
the  old  and  new  religions.  Most  of  the  passages  where 
the  Gospel  presents  an  ethical  universalism  belong  to  a 
later  time,  such  as  that  in  which  we  read  of  the  elect 
being  gathered  together  from  the  four  quarters  of  heaven, 
the  elect  including  Jews  and  Gentiles.  But  in  xv.  21- 
28,  where  the  heathen  woman  is  praised  for  her  faith, 
the  narrative  is  original. 

The  comprehensive  character  of  the  gospel  is  ex- 
emplified in  xxiv.  14,  xxviii.  19,  even  in  opposition 
to  the  unbelie 7ing  people  of  promise  (viii.  10-12,  xx. 
1-16,  xxii.  1-14).  The  history  of  the  Canaanite 
woman  exalts  the  heathen  ;  and  Jesus  declares  that 
he  did  not  find  so  great  faith  in  Israel  as  among 
them  (xv.  28,  viii.  10).  The  curse  that  should  come 
on  the  Jewish  people  (xxvii.  25)  ;  the  threat  that  the 
Kingdom  should  be  taken  from  them  and  given  to  the 
Gentiles  (xxi.  43)  ;  the  heathen's  first  salutation  of 
Jesus  as  King  of  the  Jews  (ii.  11-12)  ;  the  value 
attached  to  the  moral  and  religious  element  of  the  law 
(xxii.  40,  xxiii.  23),  and  the  history  of  the  birth  of 
Jesus,  counterbalance  the  particularistic  element.  The 
principles  of  the  divine  Kingdom  are  said  to  be  unfolded 
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in  the  natural  way  by  gradual  growth  (xiii.  30-33)  ; 
which  is  contrary  to  the  passages  that  depict  the  closing 
scene  of  the  present  age  as  near,  and  inaugurated  by  the 
sudden  appearance  of  the  Redeemer  in  his  glory  (x.  23, 
xvi.  28,  xxiv.  30).  In  some  places,  an  ascetic  influence 
appears  (xix.  12)  ;  but  in  others,  the  ascetic  constraint 
is  represented  as  adverse  to  evangelical  freedom.  Thus 
the  Judaic  basis  is  overshadowed  by  larger  ideas. 
Ebionite  Christianity  which  was  only  a  development  of 
Judaism  receded  before  liberal  conceptions  ;  and  the 
distorted  notions  entertained  of  the  Founder's  person  as 
well  as  of  His  teachings,  tinged  as  they  were  with  Judaic 
crassness,  gave  place  to  other  beliefs. 

2.  Another  element  in  the  first  gospel  is  its  fre- 
quent allusion  to  passages  in  the  Old  Testament.  The 
fulfilment  of  the  Old  in  the  New  is  never  lost  sight 
of.  It  is  assumed  that  the  Messianic  person  and  cha- 
racter of  Jesus  were  shadowed  forth  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment. Sometimes  the  citation  is  made  for  the  sake  of 
the  history  to  which  it  is  adapted.  Thus  in  i.  22,  we 
read  that  the  birth  of  Jesus  from  a  virgin  took  place  in 
order  that  Isaiah's  predictions  in  vii.  14  might  be  ful- 
filled. Micah  is  said  to  have  foretold  his  birth  in  Beth- 
lehem, Matt.  ii.  6.  Jesus  must  fly  into  Egypt  that 
Hosea  xi,  1  might  be  accomplished.  Here  the  history  is 
accommodated  to  the  nature  of  the  citation.  When 
Joseph  returned  from  Egypt  with  the  child  and  took  up 
his  abode  in  Nazareth,  it  was  that  the  prophetic  saying, 

*  He  shall  be  called  a  Nazarene,'  might  be  fulfilled. 
The  same  reference  to  the  Old  Testament  is  prominent 
in  the  27th  chapter.  The  evangelist's  standpomt  is 
much  more  in  the  Old  Testament  than  that  of  any  other 
synoptist.  The  Messiahship  of  Jesus  was  an  object 
present  to  his  mind,  giving  rise  to  the  adaj^tation  of  old 
prophecies  and  parallels  to  recent  events. 

3.  The  arrangement  of  materials  in  the  gospel  is 
generally  regular.     Although  time  does  not  appear  to 
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have  been  a  leading  principle,  it  is  commonly  observed. 
This  is  observable  from  the  fact  that  it  is  commonly- 
noticed  at  what  time  or  on  what  day  an  event  happened 
or  a  discourse  was  held.  Indications  of  time  are  either 
general,  in  those  days  (iii.  1)  ',  at  that  time  (xi.  25  ;  xii. 
1  ;  xiv.  1)  ;  or  special,  such  as  in  that  day  (xiii.  1  ; 
xviii.  1  ;  xxii.  23)  ;  after  six  days  (xvii.  1)  ;  while  he 
spake  these  things  (ix.  18  ;  xii.  46)  ;  as  they  went  out  (ix. 
32)  ;  as  they  departed  (xi.  7)  ;  when  he  ivas  come  into  the 
temple  (xxi.  23).  To  the  latter  belong  the  transition- 
phrases,  when  Jesus  heard  that  John  was  delivered  up 
(iv.  12)  ;  when  he  was  come  down  from  the  mountain 
(viii.  1)  ;  ivhen  he  entered  into  Capernaum  (viii.  5)  ;  when 
he  came  into  the  house  (viii.  14)  ;  passing  thence,  etc.  etc. 
The  usual  particle  of  transition  is  then,^  which  occurs 
ninety  times.  Chronological  arrangement  is  therefore 
the  rule  ;  nor  could  any  other  gospel  be  taken  as  the 
basis  of  a  harmony  with  so  much  propriety.  The 
grouping  together  of  various  sayings  and  facts  has 
interfered  but  little  with  the  proper  sequence  ;  so  that 
arrangement  according  to  subject-matter  and  to  chrono- 
logical succession,  harmonise.  Indeed  the  notices  of 
time  often  mterrupt  the  flow  and  thread  of  the  narra- 
tive, showing  that  they  were  an  object  of  attention  to 
the  writer.  Thus  the  story  of  the  magi  is  introduced 
by  the  words,  '  Now  when  Jesus  was  born  in  Bethlehem 
of  Judea,'  as  though  nothing  had  been  said  before  about 
the  birth  of  Jesus.  The  beginnings  of  sections  have 
usually  notices  of  time,  often  in  connection  with  place. 
Hence  we  hold  that  the  natural  order  is  commonly 
observed.  It  must  be  admitted,  however,  that  the  proper 
succession  is  not  attended  to  universally.  But  the  ex- 
ceptions prove  the  rule,  so  that  Bishop  Marsh,  following 
Eichhorn,  was  right  in  preferring  Matthew's  order  to 
Luke's  or  Mark's,  though  the  basis  on  which  he 
grounds  it  is  the  incautious  statement  that  the  apostle, 


412  INTRODUCTION   TO   THE   NEW   TESTAMENT. 

being  an  eyewitness  of  the  facts  recorded,  must  have 
known  the  time  in  which  each  of  them  happened  ;  a 
statement  applicable  at  most  to  the  Aramaean  ground- 
work, but  necessarily  incorrect  in  relation  to  the  cano- 
nical gospel. 

LEADING   OBJECT. 

The  leading  object  of  the  final  redactor  has  been 
anticipated  in  the  preceding  paragraph.  It  has  been  said 
that  he  was  influenced  by  a  Judaising  tendency,  which 
is  correct  in  a  certain  sense.  It  was  certainly  not  his 
intention  to  portray  the  kingly  character  of  Christ  ; 
nor  is  the  tone  throughout  kingly  and  majestic,  as 
has  been  said.  The  evangelist  is  as  far  as  possible  from 
looking  at  things  in  a  grand,  general  aspect,  indifferent 
to  details  ;  or  from  sacrificing  both  time  and  place  to 
groups  of  discourses,  parables,  or  miracles.  Simplicity 
is  observable  in  the  work,  not  grandeur,  while  time  and 
place  are  sacrificed  less  than  in  the  otlier  synoptics. 

The  general  purport  of  the  original  work  was  to 
show  that  Jesus  was  the  Messiah  promised  to  the  Jews. 
It  had  a  didactic  purpose,  viz.  to  strengthen  Jewish 
Christianity.  Christ  is  set  forth,  not  in  opposition  to 
the  Mosaic  law,  but  as  establishing  its  legitimate  claims 
and  bringing  out  its  true  meaning.  His  doctrine  is  set 
above  the  Pharisaic  apprehension  of  the  law,  not  above 
its  proper  signification.  This  design  appears  in  the 
quotations  from  the  Old  Testament,  and  in  the  turn 
given  to  parts  of  the  old  history  that  they  may  suit  the 
life  of  Jesus.  Former  events  are  typical  of  later  ones 
and  repeated,  such  as  the  sojourn  in  Egypt,  the  exodus, 
and  the  Sinaitic  legislaticu.  It  cannot  be  denied,  there- 
fore, that  the  historical  narrative  is  sometimes  shaped  by 
a  writer  who  regards  the  ministry  of  Jesus  as  meant 
for  his  own  people.  In  conformity  Avith  this  design, 
the  discourses  show  a  preference  for  what  relates  to  the 
Jews  and  their  law.     The  gospel  exhibits  a  Christianity 
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springing  out  of  Judaism  as  a  divine  system  testifying 
to  the  Messiah  who  should  redeem  his  people.  The 
work  was  not  written  at  first  in  the  interest  of  a  Jewish 
Christian  party  distinct  from  Christians  of  a  freer  ten- 
dency, but  in  their  interest  when  they  were  themselves 
of  the  Church.  It  was  meant  for  the  use  of  the  Jewish 
Christians  generally,  to  promote  their  faith.  The  writer 
shows  them  that  the  Messiah  had  come,  that  the  pro- 
phetic Scri  tures  were  fulfilled  in  Jesus,  and  that  they 
should  emancipate  themselves  fi-om  traditional  interpre- 
tations of  the  law.  Jesus  assumes  an  attitude  of  hos- 
tility to  the  scribes  and  Pharisees,  to  the  chief  priests 
and  Sadducees,  confronting  and  refuting  their  traditions; 
but  he  never  denounces  the  law  itself.  As  the  gospel 
is  a  growth,  not  a  homogeneous  composition,  it  is  not 
pervaded  by  one  tendency  alone.  Successive  revisers 
widened  it  for  a  larger  circle  of  readers  ;  and  the  final 
redactor  interwove  liberal  among  Ebionite  statements, 
so  that  Pauline  mingling  with  Petrine  elements  have 
modified  the  original  Ebionism. 

TIME    OF  WRITING. 

The  question  as  to  the  time  when  the  gospel  was 
written  hardly  admits  of  a  definite  answer,  because  of 
the  way  in  which  the  work  originated.  Matthew  wrote 
the  substance  in  Aramaean  ;  that  was  translated  into 
Greek,  and  received  additions,  modifications,  and  changes, 
till  it  took  the  present  form,  the  Greek  canonical  gospel. 
Hence  the  indications  of  time,  if  such  there  be,  are  dif- 
ferent. Some  belong  to  the  original  and  are  therefore 
early  ;  others  proceeding  from  revisers  are  late.  A 
work  which  attained  its  present  state  by  various  steps 
cannot  exhibit  conclusive  evidence  of  a  single  date. 

It  is  probable  that  Matthew  wrote  before  the  de- 
struction of  Jerusalem.  Iren^us  testifies  that  the  gospel 
originated  after  a.d.  60  and  before  a.d.  70,  '  when  Peter 
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and  Paul  were  preaching  and  founding  the  church  in 
Rome.'     But  Peter  did  not  lay  the  foundation  of  the 
church  in  Rome  ;  for  it  had  been  planted  nine  or  ten 
years  before.     Bishop  Marsh  thinks   that  the  verb  to 
found,^  as  used  by  Irena3us,  means  no  more  than  to  build 
\r>  or'  confirm,  not  to  lay  the  first  foundation  ;  which 
is  contrary  to  the  obvious  sense.     The  testimony  of 
Tremens  is    precarious.     Though  he  belonged   to    the 
second  century,  and  had  better  means  of  knowing  the 
truth  than  succeeding  writers,  his  statements  must  be 
iudo-ed  by  their  inherent  probability.     He  is  so  far  cor- 
rect°as  to  make  the  apostle  write  after  a.d.  60  and  before 
the   destruction   of  Jerusalem.     Various  parts   of  the 
gospel  which  presuppose  the  existence  of  the  life  of  the 
people  in  Palestine  (viii.  4  ;  x.  23  ;  xxiii.  2),  etc.,  and 
of  the  temple-worship  (v.  23;  xvii.   24-27;  xxm.  16, 
etc.,  21),  agree  with  this. 

The  24th  chapter  has  been  appealed  to  more  than 
any  other  part  in  determining  the  date  of  the  gospel. 
But  the  exegetical  difficulties  belongmg  to  it  detract 
from  the  weight  of  its  evidence.     That  the  prophecy  re- 
ft rs  to  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  by  Titus  is  clear, 
notwithstanding  Baur's  opinion.     Three  particulars  are 
observable,  tlie  heginning  of  sorrows,  the  actual  destruction 
of  the  city  and  temple,  and  the  return  of  the  Messiah  ^  in 
glory.     The  last  is  said  to  be  soon  after  ^  the  destruction 
of  Jerusalem,  which  creates   perplexity,   especially  in 
connection  with  the  thirtieth  verse.     So  does  the  word 
generation  in  the  thirty-fourth  verse,— which  must  be 
referred  to  the  contemporaries  of  Jesus  ;  not  to  a  period 
of  about  100  years,  as  Baur  and  others  understand  it. 
The  general  description  shows  that  it  was  written  at  the 
commencement  of  the  disasters  which  befell  the  Jewish 
nation  and  terminated  in  its  downfall,  i.e.  between  a.d. 
66  and  70.     The  section  embracing  verses  4-35,  can 
hardly  be  earlier  than  a.d.   67.     Amid  the  calamities 
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connected  with  the  destruction  of  the  metropolis,  the 
signs  of  the  Messiah's  coining  here  given,  false  Messiahs, 
earthquakes,  disastrous  wars,  persecutions  causing  many 
Christians  to  apostatise,  did  not  occur,  but  are  pro- 
jected backward  from  a  later  period.  They  are  even  put 
into  the  mouth  of  Jesus  as  predictions. 

There  is  an  expression  twice  used  in  the  gospel,  until 
this  day  (xxvii.  8  ;  xxviii.  15),  implying  a  considerable 
interval  between  the  event  and  its  record  ;  how  lono-  it 
is  impossible  to  tell,  probably  twenty  years. 

In  addition  to  other  notices,  some  refer  to  xxiii.  35, 
identifying  Zechariah  there  mentioned  with  Zechariah  son 
of  Baruch,  who  was  slain  in  the  temple  about  the  time 
of  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  as  Josephus  relates. 
But  others,  supposing  that  the  true  readmg  is  what  the 
gospel  of  the  Hebrews  had,  '  Zacharias  son  of  Joiada,' 
identify  him  with  the  Zechariah  mentioned  m  the  last 
book  of  the  Jewish  canon  (2  Chronicles  xxiv.  19-24). 

These  and  other  internal  marks  do  not  fix  the  exact 
date  of  the  present  Greek  gospel.  The  words  of  Papias 
imply  that  it  was  in  circulation  before  he  wrote,  though 
he  did  not  rely  upon  it,  thinking  that  the  Greek  had 
almost  suppressed  the  authentic  Matthew,  and  therefore 
choosing  to  trust  to  oral  tradition  for  '  what  Matthew 
said.'  The  baptismal  formula  points  to  a  late  time,  even 
to  the  beginning  of  the  second  century.  And  xvi.  18, 
19,  probably  indicate  a  later  date  than  Ql  a.d.  ;  for 
though  the  verses  are  of  a  strongly  Jewish  type,  the 
word  church,  and  the  hyperbolical  terms  employed  in 
giving  the  apostle  Peter  spiritual  power,  suggest  a  time 
when  the  Jewish  Christians  had  witnessed  the  extensive 
growth  of  Paulinism  and  were  embittered  against  it. 
The  noun  church  which  the  Ebionites  avoided,  is  trans- 
ferred from  Paulinism  to  Petrinism.  It  does  not  occur 
in  the  other  gospels,  and  is  employed  in  its  posterior 
sense  of  the  church  universal.  Cremer's  Lexicon  inverts 
the  right  order  of  its  meanings.     In  like  manner  xviii. 
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1 7  and  its  context  presuppose  an  ecclesiastical  organi- 
sation  posterior  to  the  overthrow  of  Judaism.  j 

If  we  could  tell   the  precise  dates  of  the  epistles 
of  Barnabas  and  Clemens  Romanus,  we  come  near  the  , 
truth.     The  epistle  of  Clement  does  not  recognise  the 
existence  of  the  gospel,  as  we  see  from  its  citations.     If  | 
it  were  written,  as  Kostlin  supposes,  between  a.d.   90 
and  96,  the  gospel  would  be  later.     But  that  date  is  not 
established  ;  as  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  Yolkmar  j 
makes   it   a.d.   125.     The  epistle  of  Barnabas  clearly 
recognises  the  gospel's  existence,^  shice  there  is  an  aUu- 
sion'to  Matt.  xx.  16,  in  the  fourth  chapter  ;  but  there 
is  a  peculiarity  about  this  quotation  which  neutralises 
the  evidence  it  would  otherwise  give.     The  epistle  was 
written   a.d.    119.     The  gospel    may  be   dated  about 

105  A.D. 

The  place  where  the  Aramaean  appeared  was  J  udea, 

where  the  Greek  also  originated. 

STYLE    AND    DICTION. 

The  language  of  the  gospel  is  more  Hebraic  than 
that  of  the  other  three,  which  accords  with  the  fact  of  its 
ultimate  derivation  from  an  Aramaean  original. 

1.  The  usual  formula  prefixed  to  passages  cited  from 
the  Old  Testament  to  prove  the  Messiahship  of  Jesus  is, 
'  that  it  might  be  fulfiUed  which  was  spoken  of  the  Lord 
by  the  prophet'  (i.  22  ;  ii.  15)  ;  which  is  usually  abbre- 
viated or  varied  in  later  chapters  (ii.  17  ;  iii.  3  ;  iv.  14  ; 
viii.  17;  xii.  17  ;  xiii.  35  ;  xxi.  4 ;  xxvi.  56 ;  xxvii.  9). 
The  formula  tovto  Be  6\ov  ylyovev  tW  /c.r.X.  is  parti- 
cularly deserving  of  notice  (i.  22  ;  xxi.  4  ;  xxvi.  56).  In 
these  and  similar  citations,  the  expressions  py)dd%  piqBev, 
ipprjOyj  (Sta)  nmeteen  times,  are  peculiar  to  Matthew. 

2.  The  expression  '  Son  of  David  '  is  applied  to  Jesus 
eight  times.     In  Mark  and  Luke  it  is  less  frequent. 

1  Comp.  c.  V.  with  Matt.  ix.  13,  xxvi.  13;  c.  xix.  with  Matt.  xix.  19. 
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3.  Jerusalem  is  called  '  the  holy  city  '  and  '  the  holy 
place'  (iv.  5  ;  xxiv.  15  ;  xxvii.  53). 

4.  The  phrase  crvrreXeta  tov  al(ovo<;,  end  of  the  age 
or  dispenfiation,  occurs  five  times.  The  only  other 
example  of  a  similar  phrase  is  in  the  epistle  to  the 
Hebrews  (ix.  2Q). 

5.  '  Kingdom  of  heaven  '  is  a  favourite  expression 
of  the  gospel,  as  it  occurs  thirty-two  times.  The  other 
synoptists  have  kingdom  of  God  instead.  The  latter, 
however,  occurs  in  Matt.  xii.  28  ;  xxi.  31,  43. 

6.  '  Heavenly  Father '  is  used  five  times  ;  and  '  Father 
in  heaven,'  sixteen  times. 

7.  Kar  ovap  occurs  six  times. 

8.  TrpocrepxecrdaL  and  nopevecrOat  are  used  in  the 
oriental  manner,  by  way  of  expanding  a  discourse  (iv. 
3 ;  viii.  5,  19,  25 ;  ix.  14,  20 ;  xiii.  10,  27,  36,  etc.,  ii.  9 ; 
ix.  13  ;  xi.  4  ;  xvii.  27,  etc.).  The  former  occurs  fifty- 
one  times ;  but  in  Mark  it  is  used  only  six  times,  and  in 
Luke  ten  times. 

9.  (T^ohpa  is  always  put  after  a  verb  (ii.  10 }  xvii.  6, 
23  ;  xviii.  31 ;  xix.  25  ;  xxvi.  22  ;  xxvii.  54).  It  occurs 
but  once  in  Mark  and  in  Luke. 

10.  roTe  is  the  usual  particle  of  transition.  It  occurs 
nmety-one  times  ;  but  only  six  times  in  Mark,  and 
fourteen  in  Luke. 

11.  KoX  kyivero  ore  (\di.  28  ;  xi.  1 ;  xiii.  53  ;  xix.  1  ; 
xxvi.  1).     Luke  has  ore  Se  iyivero,  kox  ore  eyivero. 

12.  €0)9  ov  occurs  seven  times.  Luke  has  oftener 
eojs  brov. 

13.  TTOieiv  o)?,  cja-nep,  oKTavrw?,  Ka6cL><;  commonly 
with  irpoa-era^ev  or  the  like  (i.  24  ;  vi.  2  ;  xx.  5  ;  xxi.  6  ; 
xxvi.  19 ;  xxviii.  15).  Luke  employs  TToielv  ofjLOLCj^ 
and  other  expressions. 

14.  Td(f)os  occurs  six  times.  The  other  evangelists 
never  use  it,  but  either  ixvrJiJLa  or  p.vr)p.elov,  the  latter 
being  also  in  Matthew. 
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15.  avjxJSovXLOv  Xafielv  (xii.  14  ;  xxii.  15  ;  xxvii.  1, 
7;  xxviii.  12). 

16.  ISov  after  a  genitive  absolute  occurs  nine  times. 
In  introducing  something  new,  koI  ISov  is  employed. 

17.  Adverbs  are  usually  put  after  the  imperative. 
ovTws  is  an  exception. 

18.  TTpoa-Kvvelv  takes  the  dative  case  ten  times,  the 
accusative  but  once.  Mark  also  has  the  dative;  Luke 
and  John  oftener  the  accusative. 

19.  o/ivvo)  €ts  or  iv  is  a  Hebraism  not  used  by  the 
other  evangelists. 

20.  Xeycov  frequently  occurs  without  the  dative  of  a 
person;  vii.  21,  is  an  exception. 

21.  'Ie/3ocroXv/xa  is  always  the  name  of  Jerusalem, 
except  in  xxiii.  37. 

22.  6  Xeyo/x€vo9  is  a  favourite  expression  in  announc- 
ing names  or  surnames,  being  used  of  Christ  (i.  16  ; 
xxvii.  17,  22),  of  Matthew  (ix.  9),  of  Peter  (iv.  18 ;  x. 
2),  of  Caiaphas  (xxvi.  3),  of  Iscariot  (xxvi.  14),  and 
also  of  names  of  places  (ii.  23 ;  xxvi.  36 ;  xxvii.  33). 

23.  'Now  the  birth  of  Jesus  was  thus'  (i.  18); 
'  now  the  names  of  the  twelve  apostles  are  these*  (x.  2), 
introduce  sentences  peculiar  to  the  gospel. 

24.  eiTTeLV  TL  Kara  rivos^  v.  11 ;  xii.  32. 

25.  Matthew  prefers  adding  'of  the  people  '  to  tl  e 
scribes  or  elders,  ii.  4  ;  xxi.  23  ;  xxvi.  3,  47  ;  xxvii.  1,  to 
which  there  is  some  approach  in  ol  irpcoToc  tov  Xaov 
(Luke  xix.  47),  and  to  Trpea-^vTepiov  tqv  \aov  (Luke 
xxii.  QQ). 

20.  ets  TO  ovofxa,  x.  41,  42;  xviii.  20;  xxviii.  19. 
The  other  evangelists  have  eV  and  iirC. 

27.  Tras  oVrts,  vii.  24;  x.  32;  xix.  29.  Luke  has 
•7ra<?  o?. 

28.  OLKovcra)  for  dKOV(TO[xaL,  xii.  19;   xiii.  14,  15. 

29.  fJiexpL  Trj<;  aTJixepou,  xi.  23  ;  xxviii.  15,  and  ews 
T^9  (TTJixepov,  xxvii.  8,  peculiar  to  Matthew. 

30.  ovTos  yoLp  is  peculiar  to  Matthew  iii.  3 ;  vii.  12 ; 


THE  GOSPEL  OF  MATTHEW.  419 

xi.  10.  Luke  has  Kara  ravra  yap  twice,  and  aTTavTe<; 
yap  ovTOL  once,  while  Mark  has  el<s  tovto  yap ;  but 
neither  has  outo?  yap.  Similarly  ovrws  yap  is  peculiar 
to  Matthew;  ii.  5  ;  iii.  15  ;  v.  12. 

31.  The  preposition  oltto  is  a  favourite  with  Matthew, 
even  after  verbs  with  which  other  New  Testament 
writers  connect  e/c,  as  after  eyeipeadai.  (xiv.  2  ;  xxvii. 
64;  xxviii.  7),  and  Sieyeipea-Oai  (i.  2-1). 

32.  Verbs  in  evetp  are  favourites  with  Matthew,  as 
lxa6r)Tev€i,v,  Secr/xevetv,  eTnyapL^peveiv,  ■araytSeueti^,  ayya- 
pevecu,  etc. 

33.  dvaxoipelv  occurs  ten  times  ;  in  Mark  but  once, 
and  only  three  times  m  the  New  Testament  besides. 

34.  eiravoi  nine  times.  Mark  has  it  but  once  ;  Luke 
five  times. 

35.  Tj-yefxcov  ten  times.  Mark  has  it  once  and  Luke 
twice. 

36.  oTTws  eighteen  times.  In  Mark  twice,  in  Luke 
seven  times. 

37.  a-vpdyevv  twenty-four  times.  In  Mark  five  times 
and  in  Luke  seven. 

38.  varepov  seven  times.  Mark  has  it  once  and 
Luke  twice. 

39.  6p6vLp,o<;  seven  times.     Luke  has  it  twice. 

40.  The  following  are  peculiar  to  the  gospel :  dyyeiop, 
dyKiarpov,  d6wo<;,  aTjxa  hiKaiov,  alfxoppoelv^  alpeTL^eLV, 
d/c/XT^f,  oiKpL^ovv,  dvaf^i^at^eiv,  dvatrto?,  aviqOov,  diroviTr- 
reiv,  dpyvpia  (plural),  dpTi,  Bdp^  /3acraPLcrTy]<;,  ySarro- 
Xoyelu,  /StacTTT^s,  hdveiov,  6  Selva,  SeVjaT^,  Sta/cwX.uett', 
SiaXXctTTetr^at,  Sta(Ta,(^eri^,  hiSpa^p-oi',  Ste'^oSo?,  816x179, 
Stcrrd^etv,  hivXl^eiv,  Si^d^eiv^  Sixfjav,  eySSo/xT^Kovrct/ct?, 
eye/ocrts,  iyo)  KvpLC,  edviKo^;.,  etSed,  elp-qvonoLo^,  iKkdfXTreLU, 
ipixavovrjX,  e/xTTopta,  ifXTrpTJdeiv,  evSvixeiadai^  i^opKL^ecu, 
i^coTepos,  iTTLKadi^eiv,  eTncnreLpeLV,  epevyecrdai^  ipi(^LOv^ 
iTalpo<;,  evBta,  evvoeiv,  ^vvov^it,eiv^  €vpvx(opo<;,  ^t^d^'ca, 
0aviJLdcrLO<;,  Oee  (vocative),  OrjpLcrTrjs,  O-qcravpoi  (plural 
elsewhere  only  in  Hebrews  xi.  26),  OvjxovcrOaL,  twra,  Ka9-q- 
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yyjTtjs,    KaraOefxaTi^eLV,    KaTafLavOdveLU,   KaraTTOVTL^eadaL, 
KTJTo^,  KoXacTi^  (elsewhere  only  in  1  John  iv.  18),  kov(t- 
TwSta,    Kpv(f)aLO'?j    KvixLPOV,    Kcoucoxjj,    fxeTaLpeiP,    fxaXaKtai, 
fjLa97]TeveLU ,  ixeTafxeXecrOaL,  [xeTOLKecria,  ixiadovadaL,  ixv\o)V^ 
voixLo-jxa,    vvardt^'^Lv    (also    in  2   Peter  ii.   3),    ot/cereta, 
ot/cta/co9,     ouSa/xois,     TraytSevetv,     TTapaOa\d(Tcno<;,     irap- 
aKoveLV,  TTapopLOidtjeLV,  napovcTLa,  Trapoxfjis,  ndXayos  (only  in 
Acts  xxvii.  5  besides),  TrXarv?,  TTokvKoyia^  irpdo^,  npos- 
(ficpeLV    Bcopov,    Trpo^doLveiv^    7rvppdt,€LV,    paKa,    paiTit,€Lu 
(Tayyjvr),  (reUiu,  aekrjVLa^ecrOaL,  (tltlcttos,  ap-vpva,  cTTaTTJp 
(Tvvaipeiv  \6yov,  o-vvavTrjcn'?,  avvav^dveadai,,  crvvTaTreiv 
rdXavTov,  Tacjii],  TeXevTij,  TrjpovvTes  ci  watch,  Tpane^LTrjs 
TpvTTTjixa,  (jypd^eLV,  (f)vXaKT'qpiov,  (jiVTeCa,  ;j(aX€7ros,  ^Xa/xvs 
)(pva6s,  xfjcvSojJiapTvpLa,  \lfv)(ecr0ai} 
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ti.  23 
*ii.  6 
fii.  15 
tii.  18 
*iii.  3 
*iv.  4 
*iv.  6 
*iv.  7 
*iv.  10 
tiv.  15, 16 
*v.  5 
*v.  21 

V.  27 

t*v.  31 

t*v.  33 

*v.  38 

*v.  43 

viii.  4 
tviii.  17 
♦ix.  13 

X.  35,  36 

xi.  5 
*xi.  10 

xi.  14 

xii.  3 

xii.  7 
txii.  17-21 


Isaiah  vii.  14. 

Micah  V.  i. 

Hosea  xi.  1. 

Jeremiah  xxxi.  15. 

Isaiah  xl.  3,  &c. 

Deuteronomy  viii.  3 

Psalm  xci.  11,  12. 

Deuteronomy  vi.  16. 

Deuteronomy  vi.  13. 

Isaiah  ix.  1,  2. 

Psalm  xxxvii.  11. 

Exodus  XX.  13. 

Exodus  XX.  14. 

Deuteronomy  xxiv.  1. 

Levit.  xix.  12 ;  Deut.  xxiii.  23. 

Exodus  xxi.  24. 

Leviticus  xix.  18. 

Leviticus  xiv.  12. 

Isaiah  liii.  4. 

Hosea  vi.  6. 

Micah  vii.  6. 

Isaiah  xxxv.  5;  xxix.  18. 

Malachi  iii.  1. 

Malachi  iv.  5. 

1  Samuel  xxi.  6. 

Hosea  vi.  6. 

Isaiah  xlii.  1-4. 


*   Theoloffische  Jahrbiicher,  by  Zeller,  vol.  ii.  p.  446,  et  seq. 
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xii.  40 

Jonah  i.  17. 

xii.  42 

1  Kings  X.  1. 

•xiii.  14,  U 

Isaiah  vi.  9. 

txiii.  35 

Psalm  Ixxviii.  2. 

*xv.  4 

Exodus  XX.  12,  and  xxi.  17. 

*xv.  8,  9 

Isaiah  xxix.  13. 

xvii.  2 

Exodus  xxxiv.  29. 

xvii.  11     . 

Malachi  iii.  1 ;  iv.  5. 

xviii.  16 
xix.  4 

Deuteronomy  xix.  15. 
Genesis  i.  27. 

*xix.  5 

Genesis  ii.  24. 

*xix.  7 
*xix.  18 

Deuteronomy  xxiv.  1. 
Exodus  XX.  12,  &c. 

xix.  19 

Le\'iticus  xix.  18. 

fxxi.  5 

Zechariah  ix.  9. 

xxi.  9 

Psalm  cx\nii.  25,  26. 

♦xxi.  13 

Isaiah  Ivi.  7 ;  Jeremiah  vii. 

11 

•xxi.  16 

Psalm  viii.  3. 

*xxi.  42 

Psahn  cxviii.  22,  23. 

*xxii.  24 
*xxii.  32 

Deuteronomy  xxv.  5. 
Exodus  iii.  6,  16. 

*xxii.  37 
*xxii.  39 

Deuteronomy  vi.  5. 
Leviticus  xix.  18. 

*xxii,  44     . 

Psalm  ex.  1. 

*xxiii.  38 

Psalm  Ixix.  25, 

*xxiii.  39 

Psalm  cxviii.  26. 

*xxiv.  15" 

Daniel  ix.  27. 

xxiv.  29   . 

Isaiah  xiii.  10. 

•xxvi.  31 

Zechariah  xiii.  7. 

xxvi.  64 

Daniel  vii.  13. 

txxvii.  9,  10 

Zechariah  xi.  13. 

xxvii.  35 

Psalm  xxii.  19. 

xxvii.  43 

Psalm  xxii.  8. 

xxvii.  46 

Psalm  xxii.  1. 

Tlie  citations  marked  tlius  (f )  are  of  the  first  class 
referred  to  by  Bleek,  in  which  the  evangelist  indicates 
the  fulfilment  of  Old  Testament  statements,  and  cites 
independently  of  the  LXX  from  the  Hebrew  text  ; 
departing  in  most  instances  not  only  from  the  words 
but  the  sense  of  the  Greek  version.  Those  marked 
thus  (*)  belong  to  the  second  class,  in  which  the  LXX 
are  mostly  followed,  either  verbally  even  where  they 
deviate  fi'om  the  original  as  in  iii.  3,  xiii.  14,  etc.,  or 
with  a  freedom  which  did  not  arise  from  consulting 
the  Hebrew. 
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Three  of  the  first  class  correspond  exactly  to  the 
Hebrew  text,  viz.  ii.  15  ;  viii.  17  ;  xiii.  35.  Four  refer 
mainly  to  the  Hebrew,  but  show  a  partial  influence  of 
the  LXX  upon  them — ii.  18  ;  iv.  15  ;  xii.  17-21  ;  xxi. 
5.  One  agrees  with  the  Septuagint,  i.  23.  Few  of 
the  second  class  show  any  dependence  on  the  Hebrew, 
xi.  10  corresponds  to  the  original ;  ii.  6  shows  a  pre- 
dommatiuff  influence  of  the  same  ;  and  xxii.  24,  exhibits 
a  subordinate  influence  in  the  use. of  a  verb. 

Some  of  the  citations  cannot  be  properly  placed  in 
either  class,  owing  to  their  peculiarities  or  generality. 
This  is  not  surprising  in  the  case  of  those  interwoven 
with  the  sermon  on  the  mount,  such  as  v.  31,  33,  be- 
cause they  are  not  taken  from  the  law  but  from  Phari- 
saic tradition. 

The  citation  from  the  prophets  in  ii.  23,  seems  to 
allude  not  only  to  Isai.  xi.  1  but  also  to  Jerera.  xxiii.  5; 
xxxiii.  15;  Zech.  iii.  8;  vi.  12.  There  is  a  double 
meaning  in  the  epithet  Nazarene,  the  sprout  or  branch 
and  of  Nazareth.  The  evangelist  indulges  in  a  Jewish 
midrash,  which  has  a  mystical  sense  beneath  the  obvious 
one. 

The  canon  of  Bleek  respecting  the  quotations  does 
not  hold  good  in  all  instances.  It  is  not  correct  to  say, 
that  all  those  which  result  from  the  evangelist's  own 
reflection  are  taken  from  the  Hebrew ;  neither  is  it  true 
that  such  as  are  inserted  into  the  context  of  the  nar- 
rative are  uniformly  from  the  Septuagint.  i.  23  is  an 
exception  to  the  former,  being  from  the  LXX  ;  and  xxii. 
24  an  exception  to  the  latter,  being  from  the  Hebrew. 
ii.  6,  which  has  reference  to  the  Hebrew,  is  also  an  excep- 
tion to  the  rule.  The  influence  of  the  Septuagint  is  not 
always  absent  from  the  citations  of  the  original,  though 
it  is  comparatively  small.  But  notwithstanding  the 
exceptions  taken  to  the  classification  by  Ebrard  and 
Delitzsch,  it  is  substantially  a  sound  one.     In  the  first 
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class,  seven  agree  more  or  less  closely  with  the  Hebrew, 
and  only  two  with  the  LXX  ;  in  the  second  class,  there 
are  three  gradational  exceptions  to  derivation  from  the 
LXX,  which  is  not  surprising  in  a  list  more  numerous 
than  the  first. 
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THE  GOSPEL  OF  LUKE 


THE   KEPUTED   AUTHOR. 

The  reputed  author  of  the  third  gospel  is  Liike^  the 
name  being  an  abbreviated  form  of  Lukanus^  in  the 
same  manner  as  Silas  is  formed  from  Silvanus.  Paul 
mentions  Luke  the  beloved  physician,  who  is  commonly 
identified  with  the  evangelist ;  at  least,  the  fathers  gene- 
rally— Eusebius,  Jerome,  Chrysostom — identify  them  ; 
and  most  modern  critics  do  the  same.  Some  have  even 
discovered  indications  of  the  writer's  profession  in  the 
Gospel  and  Acts  ;  such  as  the  expression  a  great  fever, 
which  Galen  uses  (iv.  38) ;  and  a  technical  term^  denot- 
ing blindness  (Acts  xiii.  11),  which  is  also  employed  by 
Galen.  Other  technical  expressions  have  been  dis- 
covered, which  are  imaginary.  The  two  are  themselves 
doubtful. 

Little  is  known  of  Luke's  history  before  he  became 
associated  with  the  apostle  of  the  Gentiles.  Lardner 
thinks  he  was  a  Jew,  for  two  reasons,  neither  of  which 
is  satisfactory.  It  is  more  likely  that  be  was  a  Gentile, 
if  we  may  judge  from  Coloss.  iv.  11,  11,  where  the 
writer,  having  saluted  certain  persons  by  name,  adds 
that  they  were  of  the  circumcision  ;  separating  them 
from  those  mentioned  afterwards,  among  whom  is  Luke. 
It  has  been  assumed  that  he  was  a  manumitted  slave, 
probably  because  the  Greeks  and  Romans  were  accus- 
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tomed  to  educate  some  of  their  domestics  in  the  science 
of  medicine,  and  gi'anted  them  freedom  for  services  per- 
formed. But  the  fact  of  Luke's  being  a  physician,  does 
not  imply  that  he  was  a  manumitted  slave. 

Nothing  is  known  of  his  native  place,  or  of  the 
locality  in  which  he  resided  before  he  attached  himself 
to  Paul.  Greswell  conjectures  that  he  was  a  native  or 
inhabitant  of  Philippi ;  others  prefer  Troas.  According 
to  Eusebius  he  was  born  in  Antioch  ;  and  this  is  con- 
firmed by  Augustine.  As  his  name  is  a  Greek  one,  he 
was  probably  a  Greek  ;  and  therefore  the  inhabitants  of 
his  native  city  were  Greeks. 

Luke,  as  is  generally  believed,  attached  himself  to 
Paul  at  Troas,  while  the  latter  was  on  his  second  mis- 
sionary journey.  We  afterwards  find  him  at  Philippi. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  apostle's  third  missionary  tour, 
Luke  was  with  him  at  Troas,  Miletus,  Tyre,  Caesarea, 
Jerusalem.  At  Caesarea,  where  Paul  was  a  prisoner, 
his  faithful  friend  did  not  desert  him  ;  for  although  he 
may  not  have  accompanied  him  thither,  he  probably 
followed  (Acts  xxiv.  23),  and  was  with  him  towards 
the  close  of  his  confinement.  It  is  certain  that  he  ac- 
companied him  to  Rome. 

The  latter  part  of  Luke's  life  is  involved  in  obscu- 
rity ;  and  the  accounts  given  of  it  by  ecclesiastical 
writers  are  neither  consistent  nor  probable.  According 
to  Epiphanius  and  others  he  was  one  of  the  72  disciples, 
and  preached  in  Dalmatia,  Gaul,  Italy  and  Macedonia. 
Theophylact  makes  him  one  of  the  two  disciples  who 
journeyed  toEmmaus  ;  while  Nicephorus  speaks  of  him 
as  a  painter,  who  painted  Christ  and  his  mother.  The 
Apostolic  Constitutions  mention  his  presence  at  Alex- 
andria. Isidore  of  Seville  relates  that  he  died  in  the 
seventy-fourth  year  of  his  age,  was  buried  in  Bithynia, 
and  that  his  bones  were  subsequently  conveyed  to  Con- 
stantinople. Some  put  him  in  the  list  of  martyrs  ; 
others  say  he  died  a  natural  death. 
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PREFACE    OF    THE    GOSPEL. 

Unlike  the  other  evangelists  Luke  gives  a  preface 
from  which  we  learn — 

1.  The  qualifications  which  the  author  possessed  for 
writing  a  gospel.  He  had  traced  up  all  things  to  their 
sources  accurately.  He  had  the  gospels  of  many  before 
him.  In  addition  to  these,  he  had  an  immediate  oral 
tradition,  as  his  predecessors  had.  Written  and  oral 
sources  of  the  evangelical  history  were  at  his  disposal. 
It  is  not  indeed  expressly  stated  in  the  proem,  that 
Luke  drew  his  materials  from  the  gospels  of  the  many, 
either  wholly  or  in  part ;  but  it  is  natural  to  suppose 
that  he  would  employ  them  ;  since  they  contained  true 
and  valuable  matter.  As  he  had  traced  up  everything 
to  its  source,  he  starts  from  an  earlier  point  than  the 
other  synoptists. 

2.  The  mode  in  which  he  proposes  to  write  is  stated, 
viz.  in  order.  What  kind  of  order  ?  Probably  the  chrono- 
logical. Such  order,  however,  he  has  not  always  fol- 
lowed. If  it  is  said  that  the  adverb  does  not  mean  chrono- 
logical order,  but  only  a  connected  plan,  an  orderly  ar- 
rangement, not  a  chronological  sequence  of  the  matters 
narrated,  this  is  refuted  by  the  section  ix.  51-xviii.  14, 
whose  constituent  parts  betray  no  proper  arrangement ; 
so  that  harmonists  are  obliged  to  distribute  them  among 
the  transactions  of  different  times  and  places,  transfer- 
ring them  to  conjectural  positions  from  their  having  all 
the  appearance  of  a  disconnected  collection.  No  plan 
can   be  discovered  in  the  portions  that  make  up  the 

ection.  If  it  be  said  that  ix.  51-xviii.  14  was  taken 
from  a  written  document  and  simply  inserted  by  the 
evangelist,  that  does  not  meet  the  case,  because  the 
section  has  no  real  relation  to  what  is  immediately 
before  it  ;  neither  has  xviii.  15  any  perceptible  connec- 
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tion  with  its  preceding  context.  And  if  the  evangelist 
had  regard  to  any  order  he  could  hai'dly  fail  to  see  that 
X.  1-16  follows  ix.  51,  etc.  awkwardly,  because  the 
seventy  were  instructed  and  sent  out  before  Jesus' s  de- 
parture to  Jerusalem  and  the  incidents  in  Samaria  that 
preceded  his  arrival.  These  considerations  compel  us 
to  abide  by  the  natural  meaning,  involving  as  it  does 
chronological  sequence  ;  and  to  conclude  that  the  gospel 
as  it  appears  is  not  identical  with  that  which  the  pre- 
face-writer introduced. 

3.  Many  had  attempted  to  fix  in  writing  the  oral 
evangelical  tradition,  before  Luke.  These  evangelists 
had  even  drawn  from  persons  who  were  '  eyewitnesses 
and  ministers  of  the  word,'  i.e.  apostles  and  disciples. 
Who  they  were  is  not  specified. 

4.  It  has  been  generally  supposed  since  the  time  of 
Origen,  that  blame  is  implied  in  the  word  translated 
taken  in  hand.  But  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  involves 
censure  ;  though  along  with  the  context  some  dissatis- 
faction with  the  writers  may  be  conveyed.  Notwith- 
standing they  derived  their  materials  from  '  eyewit- 
nesses and  ministers  of  the  word,'  and  may  therefore 
have  been  supposed  to  write,  if  not  complete  at  least 
accurate  and  chronological  gospels,  this  evangelist  was 
not  satisfied,  but  wishes  to  give  Theophilus  a  truthful 
or  credible  gospel.^  Hence  the  works  of  the  many 
were  not  infallibly  truthful  or  credible,  in  Luke's 
opinion.  They  are  tacitly  charged  with  failure,  both  in 
the  contents  and  form  of  their  gospels. 

5.  The  preface  obviously  implies  that  the  evangelist 
was  not  an  original  eyewitness.  Hence  he  was  not  of 
the  seventy  disciples.  The  author  of  the  Dialogue  de 
recta  in  Deum  fide,  is  therefore  mistaken  in  character- 
ising Luke  as  one  of  them. 

Other  deductions  from  the  preface  will  be  noticed 
hereafter.     Meantime  we  observe  in  the  writer   of  the 
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third  gospel  a  critical  historian,  who  feels  impelled  to 
undertake  a  gospel  which  would  represent  apostolic 
tradition  more  faithfully  than  had  been  done  before. 
Not  satisfied  with  former  digests,  he  proposes  to  pro- 
duce a  better,  one  reaching  up  to  an  earlier  period, 
chronological  and  trustworthy. 

SOURCES. 

The  gospel  of  Matthew  certainly  preceded  that  of 
Luke.  It  is  therefore  probable  that  the  evangelist 
would  use  it.  But  a  priori  reasoning  on  the  point  is 
precarious.  Internal  evidence  should  be  looked  at. 
And  such  evidence  shows  that  the  first  gospel  was  one 
source  at  least  whence  Luke  drew  his  materials.  The 
resemblance  between  certain  portions  of  the  respective 
documents  could  not  have  been  accidental.  It  is  so 
close  and  even  verbal  as  to  admit  of  but  one  explana- 
tion, viz.  that  Luke  used  either  Matthew,  or  a  document 
which  Matthew  employed.  It  has  been  urged  against 
the  former  hypothesis,  that  a  writer  acquainted  with  a 
genealogy  in  which  Jesus  is  made  to  proceed  from  the 
royal  line  of  David,  could  hardly  have  believed  in  the 
existence  of  a  better  one  ;  but  it  is  not  necessary  to 
suppose  that  Luke  thought  he  could  furnish  a  better, 
much  less  that  he  was  unacquainted  with  the  genealogy 
given  by  Matthew,  as  Wittichen  supposes.  He  may 
have  thought  of  giving  one  more  accordant  with  his 
view  of  Christianity.  In  the  time  of  the  third  evange- 
list, we  suppose  that  the  Logia-document  had  been  sup- 
planted by  the  first  gospel,  or  that  it  no  longer  existed 
in  its  original  state  ;  and  it  is  surely  improbable  that  he 
would  employ  it  rather  than  the  present  Greek 
Matthew.  Holtzmann  and  others  would  represent 
Luke  as  using  the  Logia-document  after  the  present 
canonical  Matthew  had  appeared,  which  is  very  unlikely, 
especially  when  we  remember  that  it  existed  in  a  Greek 
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paraphrase  enlarged  and  modified  out  of  its  Aramaean 
state.  If  we  reflect  that  Luke  had  a  variety  of  sources 
or  gospels  at  his  command,  and  that  when  he  wrote  the 
present  gospel  of  Matthew  existed,  it  is  natural  to  think 
that  he  did  not  neglect  either  the  Zo^za- document  or  the 
canonical  Greek.  The  evidences  of  their  employment 
are  few,  because  he  had  many  documents  from  which  to 
draw  his  materials,  and  occupied  a  different  standpoint 
from  that  of  the  first  evangelist.  If  it  be  conceded  that 
he  used  the  principal  source  of  Matthew's  gospel,  why 
should  it  be  thought  incredible  that  he  employed  the 
gospel  itself,  provided  it  had  already  appeared  ?  Ex- 
amples of  coincidence  appear  in  Luke  vii.  22,  23,  com- 
pared with  Matt.  xi.  4-6  ;  vii.  28  with  Matt.  xi.  11  ; 
Luke  iii.  7,  8,  with  Matt.  iii.  7-9  ;  Lukexi.  24-26,  with 
Matt.  xii.  43-45  ;  Luke  vii.  8-9  with  Matt.  viii.  9-10. 


MATTHEW. 

Jesus  answered  and  said  unto 
them,  Go  and  show  John  again 
those  things  which  ye  do  hear  and 
see :  The  blind  receive  their  sight, 
and  the  lame  walk;  the  lepers  are 
cleansed,  and  the  deaf  hear;  the 
dead  are  raised  up,  and  the  poor 
have  the  gospel  preached  to  them. 

And  blessed  is  he  whosoever 
shall  not  be  offended  in  me  (xi.  4, 
6,6). 

Verily  I  say  unto  you,  Among 
them  that  are  born  of  women  there 
hath  not  risen  a  greater  than  John 
the  Baptist,  but  he  that  is  least  in 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  greater 
than  he  (xi.  11). 

O  generation  of  vipers,  who  hath 
warned  you  to  flee  from  the  wrath 
to  come  ?  Bring  forth  therefore 
fruits  meet  for  repentance.  And 
think  not  to  say  within  yourselves. 
We  have  Abraham  to  our  father: 
for  I  say  unto  you,  that  God  is  able 
of  these  stones  to  raise  up  children 
unto  Abraham  (iii.  7-9). 


Then  Jesus  answering  said  unto 
them,  Go  your  way  and  tell  John 
what  things  ye  have  seen  and  heard ; 
how  that  the  blind  see,  the  lame 
walk,  the  lepers  are  cleansed,  the 
deaf  hear,  the  dead  are  raised,  to 
the  poor  the  gospel  is  preached. 

And  blessed  is  he  whosoever 
shall  not  be  offended  in  me  (vii. 
22,  23). 

For  I  say  unto  you.  Among  those 
that  are  born  of  women  there  is  not 
a  greater  prophet  than  John  the 
Baptist ;  but  he  that  is  least  in  the 
kingdom  of  God  is  greater  than  he 
(vii.  28). 

O  generation  of  \npers,  who  hath 
warned  you  to  flee  from  the  wrath 
to  come  ?  Bring  forth  therefore 
fruits  worthy  of  repentance ;  and 
begin  not  to  say  within  yourselves, 
We  have  Abraham  to  oiir  father : 
for  I  say  unto  you,  that  God  is  able 
of  these  stones  to  raise  up  children 
unto  Abraham  (iii.  7,  8). 
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MATTHEW. 

When  the  unclean  spirit  is  gone 
out  of  a  man,  he  walketh  through 
dry  places,  seeking  rest,  and  findeth 
none.  Then  he  saith,  I  will  return 
into  my  house  whence  I  came  out ; 
and  when  he  is  come  he  findeth 
it  empty,  swept,  and  garnished. 
Then  goeth  he  and  taketh  with 
himself  seven  other  spirits  more 
wicked  than  himself,  and  they  enter 
in  and  dwell  there :  and  the  last 
state  of  that  man  is  worse  than  the 
first  (xii.  43-46). 

For  I  am  a  man  under  authority, 
having  soldiers  under  me :  and  I 
say  to  this  man,  Go,  and  he  goeth ; 
and  to  my  servant,  Do  this,  and  he 
doeth  it.  When  Jesus  heard  he 
marvelled,  and  said  to  them  that 
followed.  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  I 
have  not  found  so  great  faith,  no 
not  in  Israel  (viii.  9,  10). 


LUKE. 

When  the  unclean  spirit  is  gone 
out  of  a  man,  he  walketh  through 
dry  places,  seeking  rest;  and  find- 
ing none  he  saith,  I  will  return 
into  my  house  whence  I  came  out ; 
and  when  he  cometh,  he  findeth 
it  swept  and  garnished.  Then 
goeth  he  and  taketh  with  himself 
seven  other  spirits  more  wicked 
than  himself,  and  they  enter  in 
and  dwell  there :  and  the  last 
state  of  that  man  is  worse  than  the 
first  (xi.  24-26). 

For  I  am  a  man  set  under  au- 
thority, having  soldiers  imder  me  ; 
and  I  say  to  this  man.  Go,  and  he 
goeth,  and  to  another  Come,  and 
he  cometh ;  and  to  my  servant,  Do 
this,  and  he  doeth  it.  When  Jesus 
heard  these  things  he  mar\-elled  at 
him,  and  turned  him  ahout  and 
said  to  the  people  that  followed 
him,  I  say  unto  you,  I  have  not 
found  so  great  faith,  no  not  in 
Israel  (yii.  8,  9). 


The  use  of  the  first  gospel  is  confirmed  by  the  dis- 
courses and  sayings  recorded  in  Luke  more  than  by  the 
actions  and  events  narrated.  Though  the  divergencies 
are  numerous  in  the  distribution  and  plan,  as  well  as  in 
the  matter  itself,  it  is  clear  that  the  first  gospel  was  em- 
ployed directly  by  the  writer  of  the  third.  Thus  the 
sayings  of  Jesus  in  Luke  vii.  31-35  are  closely  related 
to  Matt.  xi.  16-19,  the  deviations  being  mconsiderable. 
So  too  Luke  xii.  compared  with  Matt.  x.  The  deviation 
in  xii.  3,  '  whatsoever  ye  have  spoken  in  darkness  shall  he 
heard  in  the  light,  and  that  which  ye  have  spoken  in  the 
ear  in  closets  shall  be  proclaimed  upon  the  house-tops,' 
finds  its  explanation  in  the  fact  that  Christianity  had 
already  spread  in  Luke's  time  ;  so  that  the  secret  doc- 
trine taught  by  our  Lord  to  his  immediate  disciples,  re- 
ferred to  in  Matt.  x.  27,  did  not  appear  to  suit  the 
advanced   state  of  religion.      Luke's  horizon  is  wider 
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than  that  of  the  first  evangelist  who  confines  himself 
to  the  operations  of  the  twelve.  He  looks  at  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  words  of  Jesus  on  an  extended 
scale  because  the  fact  was  before  his  eyes  ;  whereas 
Matthew's  view  is  restricted. 

The  first  gospel  was  not  the  only  source  which  Luke 
employed,  as  the  word  many  in  his  proem  suggests. 
He  had  Jewish  documents  besides.  This  is  seen  in 
the  sermon  on  the  mount.  '  Blessed  be  ye  poor  ;  for 
yours  is  the  kingdom  of  God,'  varies  remarkably  from 
Matthew's,  '  Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit ; '  reminding 
one  of  James's  expressions,  '  Hath  not  God  chosen  the 
poor  of  this  world,  rich  in  faith  and  heirs  of  the  king- 
dom which  He  hath  promised  to  them  that  love  Him  ? ' 
Here  Luke  presents  the  original  Essene  expression. 
The  words  in  xvii.  4  appear  to  be  taken  from  the  Gospel 
of  the  Hebrews ;  and  the  history  of  the  resurrection  in  the 
third  gospel  is  closely  related  to  that  of  the  same  docu- 
ment. Both  writers  used  the  same  source,  or  one  took 
from  the  other.  In  whatever  way  tradition  contributed 
to  the  materials  of  Luke,  we  see  clearly  that  it  was  not 
the  Galilean  one  which  Matthew  followed.  Thus  the 
two  unimportant  events  noticed  in  xiii.  1-4,  which 
happened  at  Jerusalem,  betray  a  writer  who  was  well 
acquainted  with  at  least  the  former  of  them.  And  in 
the  narrative  of  the  resurrection,  not  a  word  is  said  of 
Jesus's  appearance  in  Galilee,  though  Matt,  xxviii.  and 
1  Cor.  XV.  imply  that  be  was  seen  there  by  many.  On 
the  contrary,  the  disciples  were  to  wait  at  Jerusalem  till 
the  Spirit  should  be  poured  out  (Luke  xxiv.  49). 

It  is  difficult  at  the  present  day  to  determine  the 
nature  or  number  of  the  documents  which  Luke  em- 
ployed. Were  they  comprehensive  works  such  as  we 
now  term  gospels  ;  or  were  they  small  collections,  de- 
tached pieces  of  history  ?  The  former  opinion  seems  to 
us  more  probable  ;  though  Ewald,  who  adopts  it,  assumes 
too  many  Gospels,  Ebionite  and  Gnostic  ones  of  different 


432  INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  NEW  TESTAMENT. 

kinds.  The  subject  does  not  admit  of  a  satisfactory 
explanation.  It  may  be  inferred  from  a  minute  survey 
of  the  contents,  that  Luke  employed  the  Gospel  accord- 
ing to  the  Hebrews  in  one  of  its  early  forms,  and  the  so- 
called  Gospel  of  St.  Peter,  from  which  he  drew  the 
greater  part  of  his  materials  relating  to  the  events  and 
actions  of  Jesus's  life.  He  had  not  much  Galilean 
tradition  at  his  command  ;  and  therefore  the  ministry 
of  Christ  in  northern  Judea  is  rapidly  surveyed  with  the 
aid  of  Matthew's  gospel  (iii.  23-ix.  50).  The  facts 
narrated  relate  more  to  southern  Judea  and  Jerusalem. 
Among  the  sources  of  information  which  Luke  em- 
ployed, it  has  been  thought  that  Josephus  was  one,  both 
in  his  '  Antiquities  '  and  '  History  of  the  Jewish  War.' 
Some  coincidences  in  expression  have  been  pointed  out 
by  Holtzmann  which  appear  at  first  sight  to  favour  the 
idea.^  But  they  are  not  sufficient  to  justify  it,  least  of 
all  in  the  gospel.  And  even  the  Acts  do  not  support  it, 
though  the  passage  about  Theudas  bears  some  resem- 
blance to  the  parallel  narrative  of  the  '  Antiquities.' 
The  mistakes  of  Luke  about  Quirinius  and  Theudas, 
with  his  appellation  of  Philip  as  tetrarch  of  Iturcea  and 
Trachonitis,  are  against  his  consultation  of  Josephus's 
works.  The  Jewish  historian  would  have  obviated 
these  and  other  errors. 

EELATION  OF  THE  GOSPEL  TO  THE  APOSTLE  PAUL. 

Luke  was  the  companion  of  Paul,  if  not  his  spiritual 
son.  Hence  arose  the  opinion  that  the  evangelist  wrote 
his  gospel  under  the  superintending  influence  of  the 
apostle — an  opinion  that  existed  in  the  Church  at  an 
early  period,  and  was  handed  down  from  one  generation 
to  another.  It  is  not  difficult  to  account  for  this  indi- 
rect derivation  of  the  gospel  from  Paul.  The  early 
fathers  appear  to  have  considered  apostolic  origin  in  one 

1  See  Hilgenfeld's  Zeitsvhrift  for  1873,  p.  86,  etc. 


THE   GOSPEL   OF   LUKE.  433 

form  or  other  necessary  to  the  reception  of  a  work 
into  the  canon  ;  and  the  transition  from  a  disciple  of  the 
apostle  to  the  act  of  writing  under  apostolic  inspection, 
was  natural.  Hence  Luke's  gospel  was  thought  to  con- 
vey Paul's  sentiments. 

The  tradition  respecting  the  connection  between  the 
third  gospel  and  Paul  is  embodied  in  the  following 
passages.  The  Muratorian  fragment  says  :  '  Luke  the 
physician,  after  the  ascension  of  Christ,  when  Paul  had 
taken  him  for  a  companion  as  being  zealous  of  what 
was  right,  wrote  in  his  own  name  according  as  it  seemed 
good  to  him,'  etc.^  Irena^us  writes  :  '  And  Luke,  the 
companion  of  Paul,  put  down  in  a  book  the  gospel 
preached  by  him  (Paul).''^  In  another  place:  'That 
Luke  was  inseparable  from  Paul,  and  his  fellow- labourer 

in  the  gospel  is  shown  by  himself,'  etc '  Thus,  the 

apostles  shnply,  and  without  envying  any  one,  handed 
down  to  all  those  things  which  they  themselves  had 
learned  from  the  Lord.  So  therefore  Luke  also,  without 
envy  to  any  one,  has  handed  down  to  us  those  things  which 
he  had  learned  from  them,  as  he  testifies  when  he  says, 
' '  even  as  they  delivered  them  unto  us,  who  from  the  begin- 
ning were  eyewitnesses  and  ministers  of  the  word."  '  ^ 

Tertullian  says  :  '  In  the  first  place,  we  lay  it  down 
as  a  truth,  that  the  evangelic  Scriptures  have  for  their 
authors  the  apostles,  to  whom  the  work  of  publishing 
the  gospel  was  committed  by  the  Lord  himself.  And 
if  it  have  for  authors  apostolic  men,  they  are  not  alone 

^  'Lucas  isle  medicus  post  ascensum  Cbristi,  cum  euiii  Paulus  quasi  ut 
juria  studiosum  secundum  adsumsisset,  nomine  suo  ex  opinione  conscripsit,' 
etc. 

"  AovKUS  Se  aKoXovdos  YlavXov  to  vtt  eKeivov  Krjpvacrojxevov  (vayyiXiov 
iv  ^i^Xico  mredfTo. — Adv.  Hceres.  iii.  1,  p.  845,  ed.  Migne. 

^  '  Quoniam  autem  is  Lucas  inseparabilis  fuit  a  Paulo,  et  cooperarius  ej  us 

in  evangelio,  ipse  facit  manifestum,'  etc '  Sic  Apostoli  simpliciter,  et 

nemini  invidentes,  quae  didicerant,  ipsi  a  Domino,  haec  omnibus  tradebaut. 
Sic  igitur  et  Lucas,  nemini  in^-idens,  ea  quae  ab  eis  didicerat,  tradidit  nobis, 
sicut  ipse  testificatur,  dicens :  Quemadmodum  tradiderunt  nobis  qui  ab  initio 
contemplatores  et  ministri  fueruut  verbi.' — Adv.  Hans.  iii.  14,  §  1,  2,  pp. 
913-915,  ed.  Migue. 
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but  with  apostles  and  after  apostles,  since  the  preaching 
of  the  disciples  might  have  been  suspected  of  the  charge 
of  a  desire  of  glory,  if  not  supported  by  the  authority 
of  the  masters,  yea  of  Christ,  who  made  the  apostles 

masters Therefore  if  Luke's  instructor  himself 

(Paul)  wished  to  have  the  authority  of  his  predeces- 
sors both  for  his  faith  and  preaching,  how  much  more 
may  I  desire  for  Luke's  gospel,  what  was  necessary  for 
the  gospel  of  his  master.'  ^ 

In  another  place  Tertulian  has  these  words  :  '  Luke's 
digest  is  usually  ascribed  to  Paul.  It  is  easy  to  take 
for  the  master's  what  the  disciples  have  published.'  ^ 

Origen  writes  :  '  The  third  is  that  according  to  Luke, 
the  gospel  commended  by  Paul,'  etc.^ 

The  historian  Eusebius  has  :  '  And  Luke,  who  was  a 
native  of  Antioch,  and  by  profession  a  physician,  a  com- 
panion of  Paul  for  the  most  part,  and  who  was  not 
slightly  acquainted  with  the  rest  of  the  apostles,  has 
left  us,  in  two  books  divinely  inspired,  proofs  of  the  art 
of  healmg  souls  which  he  got  from  them.  One  of  these 
is  the  gospel,  which  he  professes  to  have  written  as  they 
delivered  it  to  him  who  from  the  beginning  were  eye- 
witnesses and  ministers  of  the  w^ord,  with  all  of  whom 
he  says  likewise  he  had  been  perfectly  acquainted  from 
the  beginning.  The  other  book  is  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles,  which  he  composed  not  from  what  he  had 
heard,  but  from  what  he  had  seen  with  his  own  eyes. 

^  '  Constituimu8  imprimis  evangelicum  instrumentum  apostolos  auctores 
habere,  quibus  hoc  munus  evangelii  promulgandi  ab  ipso  Domino  sit  im- 
positum ;  si  et  apostolicos  non  tamen  solos,  sed  cum  apostolis,  et  post 
apostolos,  quoniam  prsedicatio  discipulorum  susnecta  fieri  posset  de  glorise 
studio,  si  non  adsistat  illi  autoritas  magistrorum,  imo  Ohristi,  qui  magistros 

apostolos  fecit Igitur  si  ipse  illuminator  Lucae  (Paulus)  autorit^tem 

antecessorum  et  fidei  et  praedicationi  suae  optavit,  quanto  magis  earn  evan- 
gelic Lucae  expostulem,  quae  evaugelio  magistri  ejus  fuit  necessaria  ?  ' — Adv. 
Marcion.  iv.  2. 

^  '  Nam  et  lAicae  digcstum  Paulo  adscribere  solent.  Oapit  magistrorum 
videri  quae  discipuli  promulgarint.'— -(4dy.  Marcion,  iv,  2. 

'  Koi  TpiTov  TO  Kara  AovKav  to  vtto  naiiXou  inaivov^ievov  evayyeXtov, — Ap. 

Euseb.  H.  JE.  vi.  25, 
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And  it  is  said  that  Paul  was  accustomed  to  mention  the 
gospel  accordmg-  to  him,  whenever  in  his  epistles,  speak- 
ing as  it  were  of  some  gospel  of  his  own,  he  says,  "ac- 
cording to  my  gospel."  '  ^ 

This  language  implies  doubt  of  the  current  tradition. 

Jerome  writes  :  'Luke,  a  physician  of  Antioch,  not 
unskilled  in  the  Hebrew  language,  as  his  writings  show, 
a  disciple  of  the  apostle  Paul,  and  the  constant  com- 
panion of  his  travels,  wrote  a  gospel,  of  which  the  same 
Paul  makes  mention,  saying,  '  We  have  sent  with  him 
the  brother  whose  praise  is  in  the  gospel  throughout  all 
the  churches."  .  .  .  Some  suppose  that  whenever  Paul 
in  his  epistles  makes  use  of  the  expression  according  to 
my  gospel,  he  means  Luke's  writing.  It  is  also  supposed 
that  Luke  did  not  learn  his  gospel  from  the  apostle 
Paul  only,  who  had  not  conversed  with  the  Lord  in  the 
flesh,  but  also  from  other  apostles,  which  he  likewise 
declares  in  the  beginning  of  his  gospel,  saying,  "  As 
they  delivered  them  unto  us,  who  from  the  beginning 
were  eyewitnesses  and  ministers  of  the  word."  There- 
fore he  wrote  the  gospel  as  he  heard  it  from  others.'  ^ 

The  tradition  before  us  rests  on  a  precarious  basis. 

^  \ovKas  8e  TO  flip  yevos  SiV  ratv  air  ^ KvTio)(fins  rfjp  8e  fTnarrrjurji'  larpos- 
ra  irkfliTTa  avyycyovcos  rw  IlavXtp,  koi  toTs  Xoittois  8e  ov  Trapfoycos  tS>v  utto- 
(TToXoov  cofitXrjKci)!  rjs  ano  tovtu>v  npocreKTrjcraTo  yf/^vxau  dfpanfVTiKrjs,  iv  bvaiv 
ypip  vTrobfiypara  OfonvtvaTois  KaTokiXoine  ^ifiXiois  •  ra  re  tvayyfXlco  6  Kal 
Xapa^ai  fiaprvperai  Ka6a  Trupebocrav  avTa>  ol  dTrapxrjs  avroTrrat  Kal  vnrjpeTai 
yevofievoi  rov  Xoyov,  ois  Koi  c^-qcriv  (iravoadev  airaai  iraprjKoXovdrjKevai.  Kal  rals 
Tutv  anocTToXaiv  wpa^eat-v  as  ovk(ti  8i  a.KOTJSf  6(f)daXpois  8e  avrols  irapaXa^aiv 
criwera^aro  ■  (^aal  8e  wr  (ipa  rov  Kar  avrbv  tvayytXiov  fimjixoveveiv  6  IlavXos 
ticodfv,  VTvqv'iKa  ins  nepl  IBiov  rivos  (vayyeXiov  ypd(pa>v  tXtye,  Kara  to  evayyfXiov 
fiov. — H.  E.  iii.  4. 

^  '  Lucas,  medicus  Antiochensis,  ut  ejus  scripta  indicant,  Grseci  sermonis 
non  ignarus  fuit,  sectator  apostoli  Pauli,  et  omnis  peregrinationis  ejus  comes. 
Scripsit  evangelium,  de  quo  idem  Paulus,  Misimus,  inquit,  cum  illo,  fratrem 

cujus  laus  est  in  evangelic  per  omnes  ecclesias Quidam  suspicantur 

quotiescunque  in  epistolis  auis  Paulus  dicit,  juxta  evangelium  meum.  de 
Lucse  significare  volumine ;  et  Lucam  non  solo  ab  apostolo  Paulo  didicisse 
evangelium,  qui  cum  domino  in  carne  non  fuerat,  sed  et  a  cseteris  apostolis. 
Quod  ipse  quoque  in  principio  sui  voluminis  declarat,  dicens :  Sicut  tradide- 
runt  nobis  qui  a  principio  ipsi  viderunt  et  ministri  fuerunt  senuonis.  Igitur 
evangelium,  sicut  audierat,  scripsit.' — De  Vin's  Illustr.  c.  7. 
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All  that  TertuUian  says  is,  '  It  is  the  custom  to  ascribe 
Luke's  digest  to  Paul.'  The  report  arose  from  an  in- 
correct explanation  of  Romans  ii.  16  where  Paul  uses 
the  phrase,  'my  gospel,'  i.e.  my  preaching.  But  the 
fathers,  knowing  that  Luke  had  been  Paul's  companion, 
and  supposing  that  a  written  gospel  was  meant,  con- 
cluded that  the  apostle  had  dictated  Luke's.  This  is 
virtually  acknowledged  by  Eusebius. 

Luke's  preface  says  nothing  about  the  Pauline  origin 
or  sanction  of  his  gospel.  He  refers  to  eyewitnesses 
and  others,  to  the  primitive  apostles  themselves  rather 
than  Paul.  All  acquaintance  on  his  part  with  Paul  is 
ignored  in  the  proem.  He  justifies  his  undertaking 
simply  on  the  gTound  that  others  had  preceded  him  in 
the  same  work,  and  that  he  had  diligently  investigated 
the  traditions  up  to  theu'  source.  The  absence  of  all 
allusion  to  such  a  man  as  Paul,  tells  against  the  idea  of 
the  writer's  dependence  upon  him  ;  for  we  can  hardly 
suppose  that  he  would  have  omitted  a  fact  favourable  to 
the  credibility  of  his  own  document.  It  cannot  be 
shown  that  Paul  superintended  the  composition  of  the 
gospel,  or  that  he  dictated  any  part  of  it ;  much  less 
that  he  wrote  it  himself,  as  '  the  anonymous  Saxon '  con- 
jectures.^ The  tradition,  ancient  as  it  is,  lacks  a  his- 
torical foundation. 

But  while  rejecting  the  view  of  Paul's  early  connec- 
tion with  Luke  as  dictating  or  superintending  his 
gospel,  we  admit  that  the  work  in  question  presents  re- 
markable coincidences  with  Paul's  epistles  in  language 
and  ideas  which  could  not  have  been  accidental.  The 
writer  must  have  known  and  used  Pauline  literature. 

The  account  of  the  last  supper  accords  with  that 
given  in  the  11th  chapter  of  the  first  epistle  to  the 
Corinthians  ;  the  evangelist  departing  from  Matthew  in 
separating  the  Christian  supper  from  the  passover  meal. 

•  Die  Evangelien,ihr  Geist,ihre  Verfasser  undihr  Vei'hdltniss zu  einander 
p.  251,  et  seq. 
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And  there  is  a  Pauline  diction  in  the  first  two  chapters 
of  the  gospel,  whicli  resembles  the  epistle  to  the  Romans, 
chapters  ix.-xi.  Almost  all  the  characteristic  terms  of 
these  chapters  may  be  found  in  the  introductory  history 
and  hymns  of  the  gospel. 

The  following  words  are  common  to  Luke  and  the 
Pauline  literature  : — 

dyvoelu  ix.  45  ;  Acts  xiii.  27  ;  xvii.  23.  Used  very 
often  by  Paul,  ayoivit^ecrdai  xiii.  24.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  John  xviii.  36,  Paul  is  the  only  writer  that 
uses  the  verb.  01817X09  xi.  44.  Only  in  1  Cor.  xiv.  8 
besides.  aSt/cta.  d^erett' vii.  30  ;  x.  16.  Used  by  Paul 
especially,  and  in  similar  combinations.  Gal.  ii.  21  ; 
iii.  15  ;  1  Thess.  iv.  8.  alvelv  rov  Qeov  used  by  Luke 
seven  times  altogether.  Twice  in  the  epistle  to  the 
Romans.  alcrddvea-OaL  ix.  45,  has  its  correlative  al- 
aOrjcTLs  in  Phil.  i.  9.  at^i^tSto?  xxi.  34,  only  in  1 
Thess.  V.  3.  alxfJ-aXajTiCeLv  xxi.  24.  Only  in  Paul. 
a/caracrTacrta  xxi.  9.  Only  in  Paul  and  James.  dWd  ye 
xxiv.  21.  Comp.  1  Cor.  ix.  2.  aXX'  ovSe  peculiar  to 
Luke  and  Paul.  dvdyKr)  xiv.  18,  used  in  the  same  way 
in  1  Cor.  vii.  37  ;  in  xxi.  23,  used  similarly  1  Cor.vii.26  ; 
2  Cor.  vi.  4  ;  xii.  10 ;  1  Thess.  iii.  7  ;  but  not  elsewhere. 
dualrjv  xv.  24,  32  ;  Rom.  vii.  9  ;  xiv.  9  ;  and  Revelation. 
dvaKp'weiv  xxiii.  14  and  Acts ;  ten  times  in  1  Cor. 
dvakveiv  xii.  36  ;  Phil.  i.  23.  dvaXoicrai  ix.  54.  Only 
in  Gal.  V.  15  ;  and  2  Thess.  ii.  8  besides.  dvaireixTreLu 
only  in  Luke,  and  Philem.  11.  dv6'  a)u  i.  20;  xii.  3; 
xix.  44  ;  2  Thess.  ii.  10.  dv6r)TOL  in  the  vocative  xxiv. 
25.  Only  in  Gal.  iii.  1  besides,  dvoua  vi.  11;  2  Tim. 
iii.  9.  dvTaTTOKpivecrOai  xiv.  6.  Only  in  Rom.  ix.  20 
besides.  di^raTrdSo/xa  xiv.  12  ;  occurring  only  in  Rom. 
xi.  9.  So  too  avra-TTo^ovvai  xiv.  14.  Only  in  Hebrews 
and  Paul.  dvriKtiixevo^  xiii.  17  ;  xxi.  15.  Only  in  Paul 
besides.  dvrikayi^dveo-Oai  i.  54;  Acts;  1  Tim.  vi.  2. 
(XTTo  rov  vvv  i.  48  :  v.  10 ;  xii.  52  ;  xxii.  69  ;  2  Cor. 
v.   16.     d-n    alwvos  i.  70;   Acts;  Coloss.  i.  26;  Ephes. 
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iii.  9.  aTTekTTL^eLv  only  in  Luke  vi.  35  and  Ephes.  iv. 
11).  direidrjs  only  in  Luke  i.  17  ;  Acts  ;  and  Paul,  diro- 
/^rjvai,  V.  2  ;  xxi.  13.  In  Phil.  i.  19 ;  and  John  xxi.  9. 
dTroKakvTTTea-OaL  of  a  person  xvii.  30.  Elsewhere  only 
in  2  Thess.  ii.  3,  6,  8.  aTro/caXvi/zt?  ii.  32.  Comp. 
Ephes.  i.  17.  aTro/cet/xet'o?  xix.  20  ;  Coloss.  i.  5.  dvoXo- 
yel<T0aL  twice  ;  Acts  ;  only  in  Paul  besides.  dTroXvrpwcrts 
xxi.  28.  Only  in  Paul  and  Hebrews.  dpKelcrdaL  iii.  14  ; 
1  Tim.  vi.  8.  dporpidv  only  in  xvii.  7 ;  and  1  Cor. 
ix.  10.  dcrcfxiXeia  i.  4;  Acts;  1  Thess  v.  3.  ao-wrws 
XV.  13.  Comp.  dcrwrta  Ephes.  v.  18  ;  1  Peter  iv.  4. 
dr€vit,eLv  iv.  20  ;  xxii.  56  ;  Acts;  twice  besides  in  Paul. 
droTTo^i  xxiii.  41 ;  Acts  ;  2  Thess.  iii.  2.  d^Lardvai  ii.  37, 
etc.;  Acts;  Paul.     d(f)6^(t}<;  i.  74.     Comp.  Phil.  i.  14; 

1  Cor.  xvi.  10  ;  Jude  12.  d(f)pov  in  addressing  another, 
xi.  40 ;  xii.  20  ;  1  Cor.  xv.  36.  ^l(x)tlk6<s  xxi.  34  ;  1  Cor. 
vi.  3,  4.  fivOCC^crdat.  v.  7  ;  1  Tim.  vi.  9.  Pe  meaning 
at  least,  xi.  8.  Comp.  1  Cor.  iv.  8.  yv(oo-L<s  i.  77  ;  xi.  52  ; 
often  in  Paul.  Serycrt?  i.  13;  ii.  37;  Acts;  in  almost 
all  Paul's  epistles.  rroielcrOaL  Se-jfcretg  v.  33,  is  Pauline. 
SefCTos  iv.  19,  24;  2  Cor.  vi.  2;  Phil,  i v.  18.  Siay- 
yeXXeiv  ix.  60;  Acts;  Rom.  ix.  17.  hiaipeiv  xv.  12. 
Only  in  1  Cor.  xii.  11.  SiairopevecrOai,  three  times  in 
the  gospel  ;  Acts  ;  Rom.  xv.  24.  SiepiJL7]V€mi,v  xxiv.  27  ; 
Acts  ;  1  Cor.  SuKaCcofxa  i.  6  and  StAcaio)?  xxiii.  41,  both 
Pauline.  The  Pauline  use  of  St/cato?  is  in  xviii.  9  ;  xx. 
20.  BicoKeiv  intransitive,  xvii.  23;  Phil.  iii.  12.  Boyfxa 
ii.  1 ;  Acts ;  in  Paul  and  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews. 
Sovfat  TOTTov  xiv.  9.  Comp.  Rom.  xii.  19  ;  Ephes.  iv. 
27.  SwdaTTj?  i.  52;  Acts  viii.  27;  1  Tim.  vi.  15. 
iyKaKeiu  xviii.  1,  a  Pauline  word,  el  kol  xi.  8;  and 
in  Paul,     el  /xrjrt  unless  perhaps,  ix.  13  ;  1  Cor.  vii.  5  ; 

2  Cor.  xiii.  5.  eTSo^  iii.  22 ;  ix.  29 ;  in  2  Cor.  and 
1  Thess.  eKSiKelv  xviii.  3,  5 ;  in  Paul  and  the  Reve- 
lation. eKSiKYjcri^  xviii.  7,  8  ;  Acts ;  in  Paul ;  Hebrews  ; 
and  1  Peter  besides.  eKhioiKeiv  only  in  xi.  49  and  1 
Thess.  ii.  15.     eV^euyetv  xxi.  36  ;  Acts.      Only  in  Paul 
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and  Hebrews  besides.  ei/Sofos  vii.  25  ;  xiii.  17  ;  and  in 
Paul.  eVSucracr^at  xxiv.  49  is  a  Pauline  term,  e^a- 
TTocTTeXkeLv  only  in  the  epistle  to  the  Galatians,  in  addition 
to  the  gospel  and  Acts.  i^ovOeveLv  xviii.  9  ;  xxiii.  11 ; 
in  Paul  eight  or  nine  times.  i^ovaCa  tov  (tk6tov<s 
xxii.  53.  Only  in  Coloss.  i.  13  besides.  e^ov(Tidt,eLv 
xxii.  25 ;  1  Cor.  eTToxvdv  xvi.  8.  Only  in  Paul  besides. 
inavaTTavecrOai  x.  6  ;  Rom.  ii.  17.  inLfxeXela-dat  only 
in  Luke  and  1  Tim.  eTrt^atVeii^  in  Luke  and  Titus. 
ipyacrCa  xii.  58  ;  Acts  ;  Ephes.  iv.  19.  evayyeXi^eadaL 
in  an  active  sense  in  Luke  and  Paul,  with  a  single  ex- 
ception in  the  latter,  evyevq^s  xix.  12  ;  Acts  ;  1  Cor. 
i.  26.  evSoKia  with  the  sole  exception  of  Matt.  xi.  26, 
in  Luke  and  Paul  only.  i(f)LcrTdvaL  three  times  in  Paul, 
in  addition  to  Luke.  t,o)ypeiv  v.  10 ;  2  Tim.  ii.  26. 
^  KaC.  Comp.  Rom.  ii.  15  ;  iv.  9  ;  1  Cor.  xvi.  6.  r^fxepa 
Kvpiov  xvii.  24,  a  Pauline  expression,  yja-v^dljeiv  xiv. 
3;  xxiii.  56;  Acts;  1  Thess.  iv.  11,  'rj')(eiv  :s.:k\.  25; 
1  Cor.  xiii.  1.  6vp.6<;  icrath  iv.  28 ;  Acts ;  in  Paul, 
Hebrews,  and  the  Apocalypse.  iSou  yap  only  in  2  Cor. 
vii.  11  besides  Luke.  KaKovpyo<;  xxiii.  32,  33,  39  ;  2 
Tim.  ii.  9.  Kardyeiv  v.  11 ;  Acts.  Only  in  Rom.  x. 
6  besides.  Karaicrxuveiv  xiii.  17,  a  Pauline  expression, 
used  besides  only  in  1  Peter  ii.  6  ;  iii.  16.  Kara^iovv 
XX.  35  ;  xxi.  36  ;  Acts ;  2  Thess.  i.  5.  Karapyelv  xiii. 
7,  a  favourite  word  of  Paul's.  KaTevdvveiv  i.  79  ;  in  the 
epistles  to  the  Thessalonians.  Karex^i'V  tov  \6yov  viii.  15. 
Comp.  1  Cor.  xi.  2.  KaTripna-p-evo^  vi.  40.  Comp. 
Rom.  ix.  22  ;  1  Cor.  i.  10  ;  Kivhweveiv  viii.  23  ;  Acts  ; 
1  Cor.  XV.  30.  KparaLovcrOai  i.  80 ;  ii.  40 ;  twice  in 
Paul.  Kvpieveiv  xxii.  25.  Only  in  Paul  besides.  Xctr- 
ovpyCa  i.  23  ;  Paul,  and  the  Hebrews.  p,eyaKvv€Lv  to 
exalt,  i.  46,  58 ;  Acts  ;  in  Phil.,  and  2  Cor.  fxevovv  ye 
xi.  28.  Only  in  Paul  besides.  /LteraSiSwatiii.  11.  Only 
in  Paul.  v6iJLo<s  without  the  article,  ii.  23,  24.  Else- 
where only  in  Paul. 

Luke  begins  a  sentence  with  vvv^  vvv  Se,  diro  tov  vvv^ 
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etc.;  ii.  29;  v.  10,  etc.,  similarly  to  the  Pauline  vvv 
Se,  vvvi  Be.  6So9  €lpy]ur)<g  i.  79.  Comp.  Rom.  iii. 
17.  oiKovojxia  and  oIkov6ixo<;  often  in  Luke  and  Paul, 
but  nowhere  else,  except  1  Peter  iv.  10.  oTrracrta  in 
the  gospel  and  Acts.  Only  in  2  Cor.  xii.  1  besides. 
opL^ew  xxii.  22  ;  Acts ;  Rom.  i.  4  ;  Hebr.  iv.  7.  ocrio- 
Trj<s  i.  75 ;  Ephes.  iv.  24.  ov^i  dWd  only  in  Paul 
besides  the  gospel.  oxfjcovLov  iii.  14.  Frequent  in 
Paul.  TravoirXia  xi.  22;  Ephes.  vi.  11,  13.  iravovpyCa 
XX.  23.  Only  in  Paul  besides.  irdvTois  iv.  23 ;  Acts. 
Only  in  Paul  besides.  Trarpiaii.  4;  Acts;  Ephes.  iii. 
15.  TTapd  used  comparatively,  iii.  13,  etc.,  is  especially 
Pauline,  Comp.  Rom.  xii.  3.  TrapdSetcros  xxiii.  43  ; 
2  Cor.  xii.  4.  TrapdKk-qcri';  ii.  25 ;  vi.  24,  Acts ;  in 
Paul  only  besides.  TrXrjpovv  applied  to  speech,  words, 
or  something  spoken,  with  to,  pT^fxara  vii.  1 ;  with  rov 
\6yov  Coloss.  i.  25;  with  to  evayyeXuov  Rom.  xv.  19. 
7r\r)po(f)op6ip  i.  1,  a  Pauline  word.  irXovTeiv  ets  Ttva 
xii.  21 ;  Rom.  x.  12.  Trvevjxa  connected  with  Swa/^t?, 
is  found  only  in  the  gospel,  Acts,  and  Paul,  irpayixa- 
revecrOai  xix.  13,  has  its  correlative  Trpayixarela  2  Tim. 
ii.  4,  Trpd(T(TeLv  is  employed  by  none  of  the  synoptists 
except  Luke.  It  is  in  John's  gospel,  and  very  often  in 
the  Pauline  writings.  Trpea/BiiTr)^  i.  18.  Only  in  Paul 
besides,  it pocrBe^ea- 9 ai  to  receive  Idndly,  xv.  2  ;  Rom. 
xvi.  2;  Phil.  ii.  29.  /caret  irpoaconov  ii.  31;  Acts;  is 
only  Pauline.  Trpocrconov  Xa/x/3ai/etv  xx.  21  ;  Gal.  ii.  6. 
TTVKvd  V.  33  ;  Acts ;  1  Tim.  v.  23.  aiydv  only  in  Paul 
besides  Luke.  a-KOTrelv  xi.  35  ;  in  Paul  only  besides. 
(TTrXdyxva  iXeovs  i.  78  ;  Coloss.  iii.  12  ;  Phil.  ii.  1.  cnrov- 
Saicjs  vii.  4.  Only  in  Paul  besides.  o-TpaTevofxevoq 
for  (TTpaTLcoTr}<;  iii.  14  ;  2  Tim.  ii.  4.  orvyKa6tt,€iv  xxii.  55  ; 
Ephes.  ii.  6.  crvyKkeUivY.  6;  in  Paul  alone,  avy^aipetv 
only  in  Luke  and  Paul.  crvfXTTapayivea-dai  xxiii.  48  ; 
2  Tim.  iv.  16.  crvii^vecr 6 ai  viii.  7.  The  correlate  avp,- 
(f)VTo<s  is  in  Rom.  vi.  5.  avvavTiKaixf^dvecrdai  x.40  ;  Rom. 
viii.  2G.    crvvea-dUiv  xv.  2;   Acts.    Only  in  Paul  besides. 
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crwco-tgii.  47.  Comp.  Ephes.  iii.  4  ;  Coloss.  i.  9  ;  2  Tim. 
ii.  7.  (TvuevSoKelu  xi.  48.  Only  in  Paul,  avuoxy] 
xxi.  25  ;  2  Cor.  ii.  4.  o-oiixariKo^  iii.  22  ;  Coloss.  ii.  9  ; 
1  Tim.  iv.  8.  o-coTrjp  applied  to  God,  i.  47;  ii.  11.  So 
in  the  pastoral  epistles.  crcoTrjpLos  only  in  Luke,  Ephe- 
sians,  and  Titus,  ra^ts  only  in  Paul,  Luke,  and  the 
epistle  to  the  Hebrews.  nOevaL  OefieKLOv  vi.  48  ;  xiv. 
29.  Comp.  1  Cor.  iii.  10.  rts  ow  vii.  42  ;  xx.  15,  17, 
is  Pauline,  vto?  with  a  substantive  in  the  genitive,  as 
vtos  elpTJPTjs  X.  6  ;  or  tov  ala)Po<;  tovtov,  or  tov  <^o)t6<^, 
xvi.  8;  XX.  34;  or  tt^s  ava&ToicrecJs  xx.  36,  like  viol 
(jxoTos,  or  d7reL9eLa<s,  Ephes.  ii.  2  ;  v.  6.  rcKua  ({xotos,  reKva 
6pyri<;^  Ephes.  vTTOKpivecrO ai  xx.  20.  Comp.  ctvvvtto- 
Kptvecrdai  Gal.  ii.  13.  inrcoTrtd^eLv  xviii.  5.  Only  in  1 
Cor.  ix.  27  besides.  vcrTeprjjxa  xxi.  4.  A  Pauline  word. 
<f)L\dpyvpo<;  xvi.  14  ;  2  Tim.  iii.  2.  i^CkoveiKia  xxii.  24. 
The  correlate  (f)L\6i'eiKo<s  1  Cor.  xi.  16.  <f)6po<;  xx.  22; 
xxiii.  2  ;  Rom.  xiii.  6,  7.  <f)p6v'iqo-i<;  i.  17  ;  Ephes.  i.  8. 
(j>v\aKri  in  the  plural,  only  in  Luke  and  2  Cor.  •)(aipeiv 
iv  X.  20.  Only  in  Paul.  x^P^'^^^^^*-  ^^^7  i^  Luke 
and  Paul.  \dpLV  e^etv  xvii.  9  ;  in  1  and  2  Tim ;  and 
the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  ^apirovv  i.  28  ;  Ephes.  i.  6. 
The  noun  x^P^'^  '^^  more  frequently  used  by  Luke  than 
the  other  evangelists,  being  a  distinctive  Pauline  term. 
\}jak[x6<;  only  in  Luke  and  Paul. 

Besides  these  linguistic  similarities,  there  are  various 
parallels  consisting  of  ideas  and  words  togetlier,  which 
unite  Luke  with  the  Pauline  literature. 

LTJKE.  PAULINE. 

The  ff7-acious  coords  which  pro-  Let  your  speech  he  always  with 

ceeded  out  of  his  mouth  (iv.  22),  f/race  (Coloss.  iv.  6).     Let  no  corrupt 

7vofd  proceed   out  of  your    mouth 

but  .  .  .  that  it  may  minister  c/j-ace 

unto  the  hearers  (Ephes.  iv.  29). 

His  word  was  with   power  (iv.  My  speech  was  in  demonstration 

32).  of  the  Spirit  and  of  power  (1  Cor. 

ii.  4). 
Your    Father    also    is    merciful  The  Father  of  mercies  (2  Cor.  i. 

(vi.  36).  3).     By  the  mercies  of  God  (Rom. 

xii.  1). 


442 


INTRODUCTION   TO  THE  NEW  TESTAMENT. 


LUKE. 

Can  the  blind  lead  the  blind? 
(vi.  39). 

Laid  the  foundation  (vi.  48). 

Bring  forth  fruit  with  patience 
(viii.  15). 

Is  not  come  to  destroy  men's 
lives,  but  to  save  (ix.  56). 

Eat  such  things  as  are  set  before 
you  (x.  8). 

Your  names  are  written  in 
heaven  (x.  20). 

Thou  hast  hid  these  things  from 
the  wise  and  prudent,  and  hast  re- 
vealed them  unto  babes  (x.  21). 


xi.  36. — Same  idea  as  in 

All  things  are  clean  unto  you 
(xi.  41). 

I  will  send  them  prophets  and 
apostles,  and  some  of  them  they 
shall  slay  and  pei-secute  (xi.  49). 

Let  your  loins  be  girded  about 
(xii.  35). 

Who  then  is  a  faithful  steward 
(xii.  42). 

That  men  ought  always  to  pray, 
and  not  to  faint  (xviii.  1). 


God  forbid  (xx.  16). 

This  that  is  written,  the  stone 
which  the  builders  rejected  is  be- 
come the  head  of  the  corner.  Who- 
soever shall  fall  upon  that  stone 
shall  be  broken  (xx.  17,  18). 

For  all  live  unto  him  (xx.  38). 

In  patience  possess  ye  your  souls 
(xxi.  19). 

Jerusalem  shall  be  trodden  down 
of  the  Gentiles  till  the  times  of 
the  Gentiles  be  fulfilled  (xxi.  24). 


PATJLIIO!. 

And  art  confident  that  thou 
thyself  art  a  guide  of  the  blind 
(Rom.  ii.  19). 

I  have  laid  the  foundation  (1 
Cor.  iii.  10). 

Being  fruitful  ....  unto  all 
patience  (Ooloss.  i.  10,  11). 

Hath  given  for  edification,  and 
not  destruction  (2  Cor.  x.  8). 

Whatsoever  is  set  before  you, 
eat  (1  Cor.  x.  27). 

Whose  names  are  in  the  book  of 
life  (Phil.  iv.  3). 

I  will  destroy  the  wisdom  of  the 
wise,  and  will  bring  to  nothing 
the  understanding  of  the  prudent 
(1  Cor.  i.  19).  God  hath  chosen 
the  foolish  things  of  the  world  to 
confound  the  wise  (27th  verse). 
Ephes.  V.  13. 

Unto  the  pure  all  things  are 
pure  (Titus  i.  15). 

Who  both  killed  the  Lord  Jesus 
and  their  own  prophets,  and  have 
persecuted  us  (1  Thess.  ii.  15) 

Stand,  therefore,  having  your 
loins  girt  about  with  truth  (Ephes. 
vi.  14). 

Moreover,  it  is  required  in 
stewards,  that  a  man  be  found 
faithful  (1  Cor.  iv.  2). 

Wherefore  also  we  pray  always 
(2  Thess.  i.  11).  Always  labour- 
ing fervently  for  you  in  prayers 
(Coloss.  iv.  12). 

Rom.  ix.  14;  xi.  11.    Gal.  iii.  21. 
As  it  is  written,  Behold  I  lay  a 
stumbling-stone  and  rock  of  offence 
(Rom.  ix^  33). 


For  whether  we  live,  we  live 
unto  the  Lord  (Rom.  xiv.  8). 

To  them  who  by  patient  continu- 
ance in  well  doing  seek  for  glory, 
eternal  life  (Rom.  ii.  7). 

Blindness  is  happened  to  Israel 
until  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles  be 
come  in  (Rom.  xi.  25). 
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LUKE.  rAUlTNE. 

Take  heed  to  yourselves,  lest  at  Sudden  destruction  cometh  upon 

any    time    your     hearts    be    over-  them  .  .  .  therefore  let  us  be  sober 

charged  vi^ith  surfeiting  and  drunk-  (1  Thess.  v.  3-8).     See  Rom.  xiii. 

enness,   and    that   day    come    upon  11-14. 
you  unawares  (xxi.  34). 

Watch   therefore,  and   pray  al-  Praying  always  with  all  prayer 

ways,    that   ye   may   be   accounted  and     supplication,     and     watching 

worthy  to  escape    all    these    things  thereunto     with     all     perseverance 

,  .  .  and  to   stand   before  the  Son  and    supplication    (Ephes.   vi.    18). 

of  man  (xxi.  36).  Appear    before    the    judgment-seat 

of  Christ  (2  Cor.  v.  10). 

The  full  force  of  this  comparison  can  be  felt  by  those 
only  who  examine  the  original,  observing  the  general 
style  and  structure  of  sentences,  as  well  as  the  terms 
and  ideas  peculiar  to  both.  The  mind  of  the  evangelist 
was  impregnated  with  the  views  and  phraseology  of 
Paul,  so  that  the  Pauline  letters  furnish  numerous 
affinities. 

AUTHORSHIP. 

The  earliest  apostolic  fathers  have  no  quotation  from 
the  gospel,  nor  any  express  allusion  to  it.  In  Clement's 
epistle  to  the  Corinthians  (chapter  xiii.),  a  place  re- 
sembling Luke  vi.  36-38  in  some  respects,  differs  from 
it  and  all  the  gospel  parallels  so  much,  that  it  seems  to 
have  been  taken  from  tradition.  Hermas  contains  no 
clear  aliusion  to  Luke's  gospel  ;  and  Papias  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  acquainted  with  it,  since  Eusebius 
never  mentions  the  fact,  which  he  would  probably  have 
done.  Credner's  attempt  to  show  that  Papias's  language 
refers  to  Luke's  preface  is  unsuccessful.  The  Ignatian 
epistles  show  no  trace  of  acquaintance  with  our  gospel. 
The  epistle  of  Polycarp  to  the  Philippians  has  one  pas- 
sage,^ '  Remembering  what  the  Lord  has  taught  us, 
saying,  "judge  not,  and  ye  shall  not  be  judged  ;  for- 
give, and  ye  shall  be  forgiven.  Be  ye  merciful,  and  ye 
shall  obtain  mercy  :  for  with  the  same  measure  that  ye 

'  In  chapter  ii. 
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mete  withal  it  shall  be  measured  to  you  again," '  in 
which  both  Matthew  and  Luke's  gospels  may  have  been 
used,  the  former  more  closely  than  the  latter. 

Justin  Martyr  was  familiar  with  the  gospel  of  Luke, 
though  he  does  not  assign  it  to  him.  The  following  are  the 
principal  passages  in  which  he  has  respect  to  the  third 
gospel  :  '  But  the  power  of  God  coming  upon  the  virgin 
overshadowed  her,  and  caused  her  to  conceive,  though 
still  a  virgin.  Moreover  the  angel  of  God  who  was  sent 
to  the  virgin,  at  that  very  time  saluted  her,  saying. 
Behold,  thou  shalt  conceive  in  thy  womb  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  shalt  bear  a  son,  and  he  shall  be  called  the 
Son  of  the  Highest ;  and  thou  shalt  call  his  name  Jesus ; 
for  he  shall  save  his  people  from  their  sins.'^  '  Mary 
the  virgin,  when  the  angel  Gabriel  announced  to  her 
that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  would  come  upon  her,  and 
the  power  of  the  Highest  overshadow  her,  wherefore 
also  that  holy  one  born  of  her  is  the  Son  of  God, 
answered  :  Be  it  unto  me  according  to  thy  word.'  ^ 
(Compare  Luke  i.  26-38.) 

'  The  first  taxing  in  Judea  being  then  made  in  the 
time  of  Quirinius,  Joseph  had  gone  up  from  Nazareth 
where  he  dwelt,  to  Bethlehem,  whence  he  was,  to  be 
taxed.  For  his  descent  was  from  the  tribe  of  Judah 
inhabiting  that  country.'  ^ 

'  The  law  and  the  prophets  were  till  John  the  Bap- 

^  dvvafjLis  Geov  eVfX^oiJcra  rfj  TvapBivui  ineaKiacrfv  iwttjv  koL  KVO<popTJ(Tai 
napdevov  ovcrav  neTroirjKf  •  koI  6  aTrooraXelf  8e  npos  avTrju  Tr]v  napdivov  Kar' 
iKfivo  Tov  Kaipov  ayyeXos  Oeov  euT/yyeX iVaro  avTrjv,  eiTrcov  'l8ov  avWijyp'ft 
fv  yacTTpL  €K  TTVfvparos  ay'iov  Ka\  re^j]  v'loi/,  kol  vloi  'Y^iaTOV  KKridrjafTai,  Koi 
KoXfafis  TO  ovopa  avrov  'hjcrovv  avros  yap  trcocrft  top  Xaou  avTov,  k,t.\. 
—Apol.  i.  33. 

Mopi'o  T]  Tvapdfvos,  fiinyyeXi^opevov  avrrj  Ta^pirjX  dyytXov,  oTi  nvtvpta 
Kvpiov  fV  avTTjV  fTTfXeva-fTat,  koI  dvpctfiis  'Yyp'iaTov  fma-Kidcrd  avTTjv,  dio  /cat 
TO  yevvuijxevov  i^  avTTji  ayiov  eariu  Ylos  Qeov,  dnfKp'ivaTo •  TevoiTo  /not  Kara 
TO  prffid  aov. — Dial.  100. 

'  aTToypacpyis  ovarjs  iv  Trj  'lovbala  totc  npmTrjs  fTTi  Kvprjviov,  dtnjXrjXvdfi 
ano  Ka^npeT  evda  coKei,  (Is  BrjOXftp,  odev  rjv,  drrnypdyj/'aaGaf  drro  yap  Tqs 
KUToiKovarjs  Trju  yrjv  (Keivrjv  ipvXjjs  'louSa  to  yepos  rjv. — Dial.  78.  See  also 
Apol.  i.  34 ;  Luke  ii.  2,  etc. 
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tist ;  henceforward  the  kingdom  of  heaven  suffers 
violence  and  the  violent  take  it  by  force.  And  if  ye 
will  receive  him,  this  is  Elias  who  was  to  come.  He 
that  hath  ears  to  hear  let  liira  hear.' ^  (Luke  xvi.  16, 
and  Matt.  xi.  13.)  The  first  part  is  from  Luke,  the 
rest  from  Matthew.  It  is  not  uncommon  in  Justin  to 
join  the  words  of  several  evangelists. 

'  When  a  certain  man  came  to  him  and  said,  "  Good 
master,"  he  answered  and  said,  "  There  is  none  good 
save  one,  that  is  God,  who  created  all  things."  ^  "  Why 
callest  thou  me  good  ?  One  is  good,  my  Father  who  is 
in  heaven  "  '  ^     (Luke  xviii.  19). 

'  The  things  which  are  impossible  with  men,  are 
possible  with  God  '  ^     (Luke  xviii.  27). 

'  Our  Lord  said,  that  they  shall  neither  marry  nor  be 
given  in  marriage,  but  be  equal  to  angels,  being  chil- 
dren of  God  and  of  the  resurrection'^  (Luke  xx.  34, 
etc.). 

'  The  apostles  in  the  memoirs  composed  by  them, 
which  are  called  gospels,  have  related  that  Jesus  thus 
commanded  them  ;  that  having  taken  bread  and  given 
thanks  he  said,  Do  this  in  remembrance  of  me  ;  this  is 
my  body :  and  that  in  like  manner  having  taken  the 
cup  and  given  thanks,  he  said.  This  is  my  blood,  and 
that  he  distributed  to  these  alone '  ^  (Luke  xxii.  19,  etc.). 

'  6  vofJLOS  Kai  ol  irpo(]>^TaL  /ie'xpt  'icodwov  rov  jBaTTTicrTOv  ■  e^  otov  /SacrtXet'a 
Tciv  ovpavav  ^id^fTcu  kui  ^laaral  dpnd^ovaiv  avrrju-  Km  el  deXere  8e^(ia6ai, 
avTos  ecTiv  'HXi'ay  6  fiiXXcov  epxfcrdai,     6  e^^cuv  oiraaKoveiv,  aKovfTco. — Dial.  61. 

^  Koi  npocrfXdovros  avra  rivos  Kai  flnovTOi,  Ai8daKa\e  dya6e,  aTreKpivaTO 
Xtyciiv,  OiiSfiy  ayndos  fi  pr]  povos  6  Geo?  6  rroirjcras  rd  irdvTa. — A.pol.  i.  16. 

'  TL  pf  Xtyeis  dyadov;  fis  eariv  dyados,  6  Trarrjp  pov  6  ev  rois  ovpavols. 
—Dial.  101. 

*  rd  dbvvara  napd  dvdpaiTrois  Bvpard  irapa  0ec5. — Apol.  i.  19. 

*  6  Kuptof  ripSiv  (LTTfv,  "Ort  oiJTf  yaprjaovaiv  ovre  yaprjOrja-ovTai  dXXd 
IcrdyyeXoL  i'a-om-ai,  TiKva  rov  Qeov  Ti]s  dj/ao-Tdcrecor  ovt(s. — Died,  81. 

*  oi  yap  (iTro'crroXoi  ev  to'is  ytvopevoLs  vn  avTav  aTropvrjpovtvpaaiu.  d 
KaXftrai  (vayytXia,  ourcoy  napfSunccv  evrfraXdai  avrdis  top  ^Irjcrovv,  Xa^ovra 
dprov  €V)(apiaTr]aravTa  tmeiv  •  Toiiro  rroifire  eis  ti]V  avapvqaiv  pov,  tovto  (an 
TO  acopd  pov  Kai  to  noTrjpiov  opoicas  Xa^ovra  Km  fv^^apia-TijaavTa  elntiv 
Tovto  eori  to  aipd  pov,  Kai  povuis  avTols  ptTaSovvai. — Apol,  i.  6G.  Compare 
also  Dial.  cli.  41  and  70. 
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The  accounts  wliicli  Justin  gives  of  the  prediction 
of  Christ's  sufferings  and  resurrection  coincide  very 
closely  with  lAike's  in  their  phraseology,  and  in  all 
the  particulars  where  the  other  synoptists  vary.  They 
also  contain  what  is  peculiar  to  Luke,  viz.  that  the 
sufferings  were  a  fulfilment  of  Old  Testament  prophecy. 
Hence  we  infer  that  he  used  the  third  gospel.^ 

'  In  the  memoirs,  which  I  say  were  composed  by  the 
apostles  and  those  who  followed  them  (it  is  written), 
that  sweat  like  drops  flowed  down  (Jesus)  while  pray- 
ing and  saying.  Let  this  cup,  if  it  be  possible,  pass  from 
me  '  ^  (Luke  xxii.  44).  While  the  last  part  of  this 
passage  refers  to  Matt.  xxvi.  39,  the  former  is  certainly 
from  Luke. 

The  context  states  that  Pilate  sent  Jesus  bound,  to 
Herod,  a  fact  given  in  Luke  alone,  xxiii.  6,  etc.  '  Jesus 
as  he  gave  up  his  spirit  on  the  cross  said.  Father,  into 
thy  hands  I  commend  my  spirit '  ^  (Luke  xxiii.  46). 

It  is  possible  that  some  of  these  passages  may  have 
been  taken  from  an  apocryphal  gospel,  for  it  is  highly 
probable  that  Justin  used  a  document  of  that  kind  in 
addition  to  the  synoptics,  especially  for  his  statements 
relative  to  the  birth  and  infancy  of  Jesus  ;  but  most  of 
them  show  the  direct  use  of  Luke.  His  manner  was  to 
intermix  quotations  from  several  sources,  and  not  to 
give  the  texts  verball)'^. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Marcion  had  the  gospel  of 
Luke,  which  he  adapted  to  his  own  ideas  by  arbitrary 
treatment.  He  lived  before  Justin,  about  a.d.  140  ; 
and  is  the  earliest  writer  from  whom  we  learn  the  ex- 
istence of  the  gospel. 

1  See  Dial.  70.  100.  51. 

'  (V  Tois  aTrofiinjfiovevfiacriv  a  (prjfii  vtto  ratv  airoaToKoiv  avrov  Ka\  tS>v 
(Kfivois  napaKoXovdrjcrdvTOiv  (rvvT(Ta\6ai,  on  idpoos  axrd  dpofi^oi  ^carevelro, 
avTov  fvxofievov  Kot  XeyopTos,  n.apf\6(T(o  d  Swarop  to  noTTjpiov  tovto. — Dial. 
103. 

'  Kal  yap  arrobiSovs  to  rrvtvpa  (wl  tc3  aTuvpa  finf,  TlaTep,  ut  ;^e?paf  aov 
napaTi6(p.ai  rii  nv^vpni  fxov, — Dull,  105, 
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The  Ebionite  author  of  the  Clementine  Homilies 
(about  A.D.  170)  knew  and  used  the  gospel,  as  several 
passages  show,  especially  one  in  Horn.  xix.  2,  compared 
with  xi.  35,  which  shows  that  Luke  x.  18  was  the  source. 
Another  in  ix.  22  is  taken  from  Luke  x.  20.  Probably 
also  a  passage  in  Horn.  iii.  15  was  influenced  by  Luke 
X.  24,  as  well  as  by  Matthew  ;  and  another  in  iii.  30  by 
Luke  ix.  5.  In  Hom.  xvii.  5  there  is  a  passage  from 
Luke  xviii.  6-8  ;  while  Hom.  ii.  13  shows  an  acquaint- 
ance with  the  parable  of  the  rich  man  and  Lazarus. 
Credner  ^  enumerates  twenty-four  places  in  which  Luke 
was  used  by  the  Clementine  author,  but  several  are 
doubtful.''^  The  first  book  of  the  Clementine  Recogiii- 
tions  also  shows  acquamtance  with  Luke. 

Whether  Basilides  and  Valentinus  used  it  is  uncer- 
tain ;  for  Hippolytus's  '  Philosophumena '  refer  to  these 
heretics  in  a  vague  and  general  way.  Their  disciples 
unquestionably  employed  all  the  canonical  gospels  ;  and 
Hippolytus  seems  to  have  quoted  from  them  opinions 
which  he  ascribes  to  their  leaders.  Many  expressions 
of  the  New  Testament  which  IrenjBus  gives  from  the 
Valentinians  in  his  first  book  are  taken  from  the  third 
gospel.  According  to  Agrippa  Castor,  Basilides  com- 
posed twenty-four  books  on  the  gospel^^  but  that  expres- 
sion should  not  be  identified  with  the  four  canonical 
gospels.  It  means  Christian  truth  as  Basilides  sup- 
posed it  to  have  been  handed  down  from  the  apostles  ; 
and  does  not  necessarily  denote  one  or  more  written 
gospels.  The  passage  in  the  '  Philosophumena,'  which 
is  thought  to  prove  Basilides's  use  of  the  third  gospel, 
is  in  vii.  26,  quoting  Luke  i.  35,  but  introduced  by  the 
usual  he  says,^  which  has  no  definite  subject,  and  may 
mean  either  Basilides  or  one  of  his  school  ;  the  latter 
most  probably,  as  a  wide  induction  of  examples  shows. 

»  Beitrdge,  i.  pp.  284-330. 

2  See  Zeller's  Die  ApostelyescMchte,  p.  53,  et  seq. 

^  eiy  ro  elayytXiov,  *  (fitjal. 
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The  same  passage  in  Luke  is  said  to  be  cited  by  Valen- 
tinus  (vi.  35),  with  the  word  he  says  in  the  introductory 
context,  which  points  to  one  of  the  Yalentinians,  not  to 
the  head  of  the  sect. 

Celsus  seems  to  have  known  it,  as  he  refers  to  the 
genealogy  of  Christ  going  up  to  Adam.^  The  place 
in  which  there  is  an  allusion  to  two  angels  appearing  at 
the  grave  of  Jesus,  may  pomt  either  to  Luke  or  John.''^ 
Theophilus  of  Antioch  (a.d.  180)  has  the  words  of 
Luke  xviii.  27  in  his  second  book  to  Autolycus. 

The  Muratorian  fragment  is  the  earliest  work  which 
expressly  assigns  the  gospel  to  Luke  (a.d.  170)  ;  and 
Irena3us  comes  immediately  after  (a.d.  177-202).  Cle- 
ment of  Alexandria  adopts  the  same  opinion,  and  the 
fathers  generally  follow  it.  Tertullian,  however,  ex- 
presses himself  vaguely  on  the  point,  in  a  way  unlike  his 
usually  confident  one.^ 

The  testimonies  we  have  adduced  lead  up  to  the  year 
130,  and  show  that  the  gospel  existed  in  the  circles 
where  Marcion  and  Justin  lived.  But  they  do  not  tell 
us  how  widely  it  was  known,  what  repute  it  had,  or  who 
its  author  was.  It  does  not  appear  to  have  been  much 
known  out  of  Rome  in  their  time  ;  nor  was  it  preferred 
by  them  to  an  extra-canonical  gospel  or  gosjDels  which 
they  employed  along  with  it.  Neither  itself,  nor  those 
of  Matthew  and  Mark  in  addition,  were  the  exclusive 
source  whence  the  earliest  ecclesiastical  writers  drew 
their  knowledge  of  gospel  history. 

The  work  itself  does  not  state  that  Luke  wrote  it, 
nor  do  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  The  desire  to  have 
a  Pauline  gospel  fixed  itself  upon  the  third  and  attri- 
buted it  to  Luke — an  inference  drawn  from  the  Acts, 
where  it  is  said  that  the  author  of  the  account  of  Paul's 
journey  was  his  companion,  and  accompanied  him  to 
Rome.       That  author    was  identified  with    Luke   not 

^  Origen  contra  Celsum  ii.  .32.  ^  Ibid.  v.  52. 

^  '  Evangeliiim  quod  Lucte  refertui*.' — Adv.  Marcion,  iv.  4. 


THE   GOSPEL   OF   LUKE.  449 

only  because  of  the  notices  in  Coloss.  iv.  14,  2,  Timothy 
iv.  11,  but  also  the  tradition  that  he  was  with  the 
apostle  in  Rome.  This  identification,  making  the  ive- 
document  in  the  Acts  proceed  from  Luke,  led  at  once  to 
his  authorship  of  the  whole  work.  And  when  he  was 
chosen  as  the  writer  of  the  Acts,  the  conclusion  that  he 
wrote  the  gospel  necessarily  followed.  We  shall  show 
hereafter,  that  Luke  was  not  the  author  of  the  Acts, 
though  the  latter  incorporated  in  his  larger  document 
parts  of  an  itinerary  made  by  Luke.  The  gospel  and 
Acts  proceeded  from  the  same  hand  ;  but  it  was  not 
Luke's. 

ANALYSIS    OF    CONTENTS. 

The  gospel  may  be  divided  into  five  parts. 

1.  Narrative  of  the  birth  and  childhood  of  John  the 
Baptist  and  of  Jesus,  i.  4-ii,  52. 

2.  Circumstances  preparatory  to  Christ's  public  mi- 
nistry, iii.  1-iv.  13. 

3.  His  appearances  in  Galilee  as  the  Messiah,  iv\  14- 
ix.  50. 

4.  Discourses  and  events  in  his  last  journey  to  Jeru- 
salem, with  his  triumphal  entry  into  the  city,  ix.  51- 
xxi.  38. 

5.  His  apprehension,  crucifixion,  death,  resurrection, 
and  ascension,  xxii.  1-xxiv.  53. 

After  the  preface,  the  evangelist  gives  the  announce- 
ment of  the  births  of  John  and  of  Jesus  (i.  5-38), 
with  Mary's  visit  to  Elizabeth,  followed  by  John's  birth 
and  circumcision  (i.  39-80).  The  supernatural  genera- 
tion, the  angelic  annunciation  to  Mary,  with  the  pro- 
phecies uttered  by  her  and  Elizabeth,  the  revelations 
from  heaven  made  to  the  shepherds  at  night,  the  birth 
at  Bethlehem  instead  of  Nazareth,  complete  this  intro- 
ductory history,  which,  like  the  visit  of  the  Magi 
guided  by  a  miraculous  star,  is  of  mythic  aspect  and 
VOL.  I.  G  G 
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later  growth,  all  tending  to  invest  Jesus  with  Messianic 
dignity  from  his  origin.  The  journey  of  Mary  to 
Elizabeth  and  the  circumstances  connected  with  it,  par- 
take of  the  marvellous.  Nor  can  this  history  of  the 
birth  and  infancy  be  brought  mto  harmony  with  Mat- 
thew's gospel  in  several  particulars.     Thus — 

Luke  supposes  that  before  the  birth  of  Jesus,  which 
took  place  only  accidentally  at  Bethlehem,  Joseph  and 
Mary  lived  at  Nazareth.  On  the  contrary,  Matthew 
supposes  that  Bethlehem  was  tlieir  place  of  abode  ; 
for  Joseph,  but  for  the  intervention  of  certain  circum- 
stances, would  have  returned  to  Judea  after  his  flight 
into  Egypt,  to  Bethlehem,  not  to  Nazareth  in  Galilee, 
The  birth  at  Bethlehem  rests  upon  a  precarious  founda- 
tion, because  it  originated  in  the  view  that  the  Messiah 
must  spring  from  the  city  of  David — a  view  agreemg 
with  Matthew's  adaptation  of  Micah's  prophecy. 

Nor  is  there  room  for  the  murder  of  the  children 
in  Bethlehem  and  the  flight  to  Egypt  in  Luke's  narra- 
tive. '  The  Magi  must  have  been  at  Bethlehem,'  says 
the  translator  of  Schleiermacher,  '  before  Jesus's  pre- 
sentation ;  for  not  only  does  Luke  make  the  parents  re- 
turn immediately  after  that  ceremony  to  Nazareth,  but, 
according  to  his  statement  of  the  whole  transaction, 
there  is  not  the  slightest  conceivable  motive  for  a  fresh 
prolonged  stay  in  the  strange  town  of  Bethlehem.  No 
ground  for  the  supposition  either  of  employment  in 
Bethlehem,  or  of  an  intention  to  settle  there,  is  afl'orded 
by  Luke's  narrative,  or  even  consistent  with  it ;  and  all 
its  vividness  is  destroyed,  if  we  imagine  that  Joseph's 

return  to   Bethlehem  was  merely  omitted The 

point  must  be  allowed  to  be  clear,  when  we  take  into  the 
account  that  Joseph  went  to  Bethlehem  solely  on 
account  of  the  registry,  how  ill  Mary  was  accommo- 
diited  there  in  her  labour,  and  how  reluctant  they  must 
have  been  to  undergo  the  fatigue  of  a  double  journey. 
Now  had  the  Magi  arrived  before  the  presentation,  in 
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that  case,  considering  how  near  Bethleliem  was  to 
Jerusalem,  intelligence  would  certainly  have  reached 
the  former  place  of  Herod's  inquiries  after  the  birth- 
place of  the  Messiah,  and  that  the  Magi  discovered  it 
by  the  direction  thence  obtained.  Moreover  the  Magi 
must  have  had  the  dream,  which  warned  them  aojainst 
returning  to  Jerusalem,  at  Bethlehem,  and  it  is  much 
more  probable  that  they  related,  than  that  they  sup- 
pressed it.  Must  not  Joseph  now,  considering  Herod's 
notorious  character,  have  conceived  suspicion  from  these 
circumstances,  and  abandoned  the  wholly  needless  jour- 
ney to  Jerusalem  ?  The  flight  into  Egypt,  therefore,  is 
indeed  very  naturally  connected  with  the  visit  of  the 
Magi  and  the  attention  it  excited.  .  .  .  but  the  journey 
to  Jerusalem  is  inconsistent  with  it.'  ^ 

The  next  mcident  is  the  mteresting  one  of  Jesus 
teaching  in  the  temple  (ii.  41-52),  when  he  was  twelve 
years  of  age. 

The  3rd  chapter  begins  with  the  preaching  and  bap- 
tism of  John,  and  proceeds  to  the  baptism  of  Jesus, 
giving  a  genealogical  register  of  the  descent  of  Joseph. 

It  is  impossible  for  us  at  the  present  day  to  account 
for  Luke's  passing  by  the  genealogy  in  Matthew  and 
giving  another  so  different.  According  to  his  preface  he 
searched  diligently  and  took  an  independent  course.  He 
may  have  followed  a  written  pedigree  or  pedigrees  which 
the  Jewish  Christians  had  compiled  ;  but  without 
adopting  it  implicitly.  Probably  tradition  and  his  own 
research  had  a  share  in  his  genealogy  of  Joseph  as  well 
as  an  existing  register.  Wittichen  and  Scholten  think 
that  it  was  a  later  addition  to  the  gospel — an  opinion 
for  which  there  is  no  good  basis.  One  thing  is  certain, 
that  the  Davidic  descent  of  Jesus  was  commonly  be- 
lieved at  the  time,  in  conformity  with  the  national 
Jewish  idea  that  the  Messiah  was  to  be  a  descendant  of 
David.     When  Luke  wrote,  an  opinion  was  entertained 

1   Criikal  Essmj  on  the  Gospel  of  St.  Luke,  translated,  pp.  4G,  47. 
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that  Joseph  was  only  the  putative  father  of  Jesus,  and 
therefore  he  throws  in  the  clause  as  was  mpposed,  in 
iii.  23.  A  higher  origin  is  also  ascribed  to  him  in  Mat- 
thew. Yet  both  evangelists  trace  his  birth  to  David 
through  Joseph,  as  if  he  were  Joseph's  son  by  natural 
descent.  The  later  view  is  appended  to  the  early 
belief  embodied  in  the  original  genealogies,  with  which 
indeed  it  does  not  agree.  The  tables  are  dominated  by 
an  apologetic  interest  in  showing  Jesus's  Davidic  de- 
scent ;  for  the  early  Christians  were  desirous  to  assert  his 
Messianic  dignity  in  opposition  to  the  Jews  who  denied 
it,  and  derived  it  from  his  Davidic  origin  ;  Messiah  and 
the  son  of  David  being  in  their  opinion  equivalent. 
As  the  reo^isters  proceeded  from  a  doctrinal  rather  than 
a  historical  motive,  their  artificial  combinations  and  as- 
sumptions puzzle  the  harmonists,  who  labour  in  vam  to 
bring  the  two  into  agreement.  All  that  they  clearly 
convey  is,  that  Jesus  was  the  son  of  Joseph — a  testi- 
mony prior  in  time  to  the  belief  of  his  supernatural 
birth. 

Two  able  critics  who  have  attempted  to  reconcile  these 
genealogies,  Wieseler  and  Lord  Arthur  Hervey,  illustrate 
these  remarks.  Their  arbitrary  suppositions,  often 
opposite  to  the  plain  records,  are  evidence  of  entangle- 
ment. Thus  the  latter  concludes  from  the  fact  that 
a  second  genealogy  is  given  (that  of  liuke),  that  the 
first  gives  Joseph's  genealogy  as  legal  successor  to  the 
throne  of  David  ;  the  second,  Joseph's  private  genealogy. 
Hence  Matthew's  is  not  Joseph's  real  paternal  stem. 
If  it  were,  there  would  be  no  room  for  another  !  The 
absurdity  of  this  is  patent.  The  bishop  asserts,  without 
the  least  evidence,  that  Mary  was  first-cousin  to  her 
husband  Joseph,  '  so  that,  in  point  of  fact  though  not 
in  form.,  both  genealogies  are  as  much  hers  as  her  hus- 
band's.'^ 

The    genealogy  of  Joseph,  as    given    by    Luke,  is 

'  See  Smith's  Dictionary  of  the  Bible,  vol,  i.  p.  CGG. 
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different  from,  and  in  various  points  irreconcilable  with, 
Matthew's. 

1.  Luke  says  that  Joseph  was  the  son  of  Heli  ; 
Matthew,  that  he  was  the  son  of  Jacob.  The  former 
makes  Salathiel  the  son  of  Neri ;  the  latter,  of  Jecho- 
nias.  The  two  genealogies  agree  in  the  two  names 
Salathiel  and  Zorobabel  alone,  between  David  and  Joseph 
the  husband  of  Mary  ;  the  descent  being  traced  through 
a  different  set  of  names.  In  Matthew,  the  line  comes 
through  Solomon  and  the  known  series  of  kings  ;  in 
Luke,  through  Nathan  and  a  succession  of  unknown 
persons.  Though  the  genealogies  therefore  agree  from 
Abraham  to  David,  they  differ  from  the  latter  onward. 
How  is  the  difficulty  about  Joseph's  parentage  removed? 
Many  assume  a  levu^ate  marriage,  according  to  which 
Matthew  gives  the  natural,  Luke  the  legal  descent.  This 
assumes  that  Heli  and  Jacob  were  only  half-brothers, 
sons  of  the  same  mother  but  of  different  fathers.  The 
same  arrangement  is  called  into  requisition  for  the 
appearance  of  Salathiel  and  Zorobabel.  There  was  a 
levirate  marriage  in  the  case  of  Salathiel's  mother,  so 
that  Neri  and  Jechonias  were  half-brothers.  Such  com- 
plicated machinery  betrays  a  hopeless  cause.  Neither 
Matthew  nor  Luke  hints  that  Joseph's  father  was  other 
than  his  real  one.  Besides,  it  was  contrary  to  Jewish 
custom  to  introduce  the  natural  father  into  a  legal 
genealogy.     The  legal  father  alone  was  adduced. 

Another  method   of  brinoino-    ao-reement    into    the 

CD         *~D  O 

genealogies  is,  to  assume  that  Luke  gives  the  descent  of 
]\lary,  Avliile  Matthew  gives  Joseph's.  To  unite  this 
with  the  text,  it  is  proposed  by  some  to  supply  the 
Greek  article  ^  accompanying  Heli  with  the  son  in  law  of 
Heli,  which  is  against  the  context.  With  this  hypothesis 
is  united  another,  that  Mary  was  an  heiress  whose  hus- 
band must  have  been  in  her  register.  But  it  is  very 
iu)probable  that  Mary  was  heir  to  property  ;  and  if  she 

'  TOV  'hXi. 
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were,  that  the  law  recognismg  her  chiim  to  it  was  still 
in  force.  It  should  also  be  noticed,  that  the  Davidic 
descent  of  Mary  is  unprovable.  In  Luke  i.  27,  it  is 
stated  that  Joseph  (not  Mary)  was  of  the  house  of 
David  ;  which  is  repeated  in  ii.  4.  Both  evangelists 
give  the  descent  of  Joseph.  The  existence  of  the  two 
registers  shows  the  industrious  efforts  of  the  Jewish 
Christians  in  tracing  the  Davidic  descent  of  Jesus, 
which  it  was  difficult  to  do  in  face  of  the  fact  that  he 
himself  did  not  assume  to  be  David's  son,  but  simply 
the  '  Son  of  man.'  The  irreconcilable  differences  of  the 
genealogies  attest  the  embarrassment  of  their  compilers, 
■\>dio  were  naturally  anxious  to  find  a  royal  lineage  for 
the  lowly  Nazarene  who  claimed  to  be  the  Messiah  ; 
since  the  Messiah  was  to  be  of  the  house  of  David, 
according  to  the  Old  Testament.  But  Jesus  was  an- 
other Messiah  than  that  of  Jewish  expectation,  a 
different  ideal  of  a  great  deliverer. 

The  narrative  of  Jesus's  temptation  in  the  wil- 
derness follows  (iv.  1-13).  After  this  He  begins  to 
preach  in  Galilee,  at  Nazareth  in  particular  (14-30). 
The  visit  to  Nazareth  seems  to  be  the  same  as  that  in 
Matt.  xiii.  54,  etc.,  and  therefore  Luke  puts  it  too  early. 
The  twenty-third  verse  clearly  implies  that  Jesus  had 
already  done  great  works  in  Capernaum  ;  so  that  Luke 
contradicts  his  previous  statement.  The  object  for 
which  the  evangelist  introduced  it  at  this  place  is  to 
account  for  Jesus  going  to  Capernaum  (verse  31).  At 
the  latter  j^lace  He  healed  a  demoniac,  Peter's  mother- 
in-law,  and  other  sick  persons  (31-44). 

The  5th  chapter  relates  how  Peter  was  called  away 
from  his  occupation  of  fishing  to  be  a  disciple  ;  after 
which  Jesus  cures  a  leper  and  one  sick  of  the  palsy 
(verses  1-26).  This  is  succeeded  by  Levi's  call  and 
what  happened  in  his  house  (27-39), 

Passing  over  the  cure  of  Jairus's  daughter,  of  the 
woman  witli  an  issue  of  blood,  two  blind  men  and  a 
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dumb  one,  the  sendino*  out  of  the  twelve,  and  the  messao-e 
of  John  from  prison,  which  the  first  gospel  has  here, 
Luke  relates  the  incident  of  the  disciples  plucking  ears 
of  corn  on  the  sabbath,  and  tlie  cure  of  the  man  who  had 
a  withered  hand  (vi.  1-11).  At  this  point  the  selection 
of  the  twelve  apostles  is  described,  which  is  followed  by 
an  abridged  and  altered  account  of  the  sermon  delivered 
on  the  mmmt,  according  to  Matthew  ;  but  in  the  present 
gospel  on  a  plain  (vi.  17).  The  report  is  fragmentary 
and  loosely  connected,  though  Holtzmann  asserts  the 
contrary.  It  is  less  original  than  Matthew's  ;  since  it 
gives  Jesus's  words  a  moral  bearing  against  the  conduct 
of  sinners  generally,  not  against  Jewish  legality.  The 
identity  of  the  discourses  reported  by  the  two  evangelists 
is  generally  acknowledged  at  the  present  day  ;  though  it 
bears  unfavourably  on  a  certain  view  of  inspiration.^ 

The  7th  chapter  contains  the  incident  relating  to  the 
centurion  at  Capernaum,  whose  servant,  though  absent, 
w^as  healed;  the  raising  of  the  widow  of  Nain's  son,  the 
message  of  the  Baptist  to  Jesus,  and  the  anointing 
by  a  penitent  woman.  The  woman  is  usually  thought 
to  be  Mary  Magdalene  ;  Luke  himself,  who  introduces 
her  immediately  after  (viii.  2),  does  not  seem  to  have 
believed  so.  It  is  difficult  to  decide  on  the  identity  of 
the  history  respecting  the  woman  who  anointed  Jesus 
in  Luke's  gospel  with  that  in  Matthew,  xxvi.  6,  etc.; 
Mark  xiv.  3,  etc.;  John  xii.  1,  etc.  If  the  two  accounts 
be  identical,  Luke  has  modified  and  altered  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  connecting  the  woman's  love  as  a 
manifestation  of  her  faith,  with  the  forgiveness  of  her 
sins.  The  main  fact  of  the  host  being  Simon,  speaks  for 
the  sameness,  and  it  is  unlikely  that  tlie  disciples  would 
have  blamed  the  woman  for  wasting  her  ointment  (Matt. 
xxvi.  8)  if  Jesus  had  already  accepted  unction  from 
another  woman. 

'  See   Tholuck's  Ausf'uhrlicJie  Auxlef/WKj  dcr  Bcn/jnudu/t   Cliristi,  Eiii- 
leitunj?,  §  '2,  p.  17,  etc.,  dritte  Aiisgabe. 
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The  commencement  of  the  8th  chapter  consists  of 
a  summary  notice  of  Jesus' s  ministry  in  Galilee  re- 
sembling that  in  iv.  14,  15.  This  is  followed  by 
mention  of  the  women  who  waited  upon  Him  and  sup- 
plied his  wants  (viii.  1-3).  Jesus  now  propounds  the 
parable  of  the  sower  (4-18).  When  his  mother  and 
brethren  visit  Him,  He  gives  an  enlarged  and  loving 
extension  to  mother  and  brethren  (19-21).  His  stilling 
a  storm  on  the  lake  is  introduced  without  any  chro- 
nological note,  just  as  the  visit  of  His  relations  is.  In 
Matthew's  gospel  both  occupy  different  positions  from 
those  in  Luke.  Other  miracles  follow :  the  expulsion 
of  devils  from  the  Gadarene  demoniac,  the  raising  of 
Jairus's  daughter,  and  the  cure  of  the  woman  with  a 
bloody  flux  (22-56). 

The  9th  chapter  narrates  the  sending  forth  of  the 
twelve  disciples,  Herod's  desire  to  see  Jesus,  the  mi- 
raculous feeding  of  five  thousand  people,  the  confession 
of  Peter,  the  transfiguration,  the  healing  of  a  lunatic, 
the  prediction  of  Christ's  own  death,  and  the  dispute  of 
the  disciples  about  precedence  (1-50).  According  to 
Luke  and  Mark,  the  disciples  did  not  strive  with  one 
another  about  rank  in  the  kingdom  of  Messiah,  as  in 
Matthew,  but  about  their  individual  position  in  the 
esteem  of  Jesus.  The  two  verses  49  and  50,  in  which 
John  asks  of  the  Master  whether  he  ought  to  have 
forbidden  a  person  from  following  Jesus  who  had 
attempted  to  exorcise  demons  in  his  name,  and  the 
reply,  are  peculiar  to  Mark  and  Luke.  The  connection 
between  the  passage  and  what  precedes  it  is  obscure  ; 
nor  is  Meyer's  explanation  satisfactory.  The  intro- 
duction of  it  has  the  appearance  of  arbitrariness  (ix. 
1-50). 

The  evangelist,  having  rapidly  passed  over  the  Gali- 
lean ministry  of  Jesus,  giving  only  such  parts  of  it  as 
were  most  easily  adapted  to  a  Pauline  tendency,  intro- 
duces a  section  which  is  more  or  less  peculiar  to  himself. 
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In  it  lie  follows  documents  and  forsakes  Matthew's 
narrative.  The  insertion  in  question  (ix.  51-xviii.  14) 
has  given  great  trouble  to  harmonists. 

The  narrative  of  Jesus's  journey  to  Jerusalem  com- 
mences with  His  inhospitable  treatment  by  the  Samari- 
tans, and  His  demands  upon  such  as  wished  to  become 
followers  (51-62).  He  then  sends  out  seventy  disciples 
to  work  miracles  and  to  preach,  who  return  and  tell  of 
their  success  (x.  1-24).  To  these  non-apostolic  dis- 
ciples Luke  transfers  the  most  honourable  injunctions 
given  to  the  twelve  apostles  in  Matthew's  gospel.  Their 
mission  on  extra- Judaic  ground  comports  with  the  Paul- 
ine element  pervading  the  gospel ;  and  the  question  of  a 
lawyer  about  obtaining  eternal  life,  leads  to  the  parable 
of  the  Grood  Samaritan  (25-37).  Whether  this  inter- 
view with  the  lawyer  is  the  same  as  the  later  one  of 
Matthew  xxii.  35,  etc.,  Mark  xii.  28,  etc.,  cannot  be 
easily  settled.  The  identity  of  Matthew  and  Mark's 
accounts  is  probable,  but  Luke's  differs  materially.  Yet 
it  is  possible  that  all  three  are  variations  of  one  and 
the  same  tradition.  The  original  incident  may  have 
been  shaped  in  different  forms  by  the  evangelical 
tradition,  as  Strauss  supposes.  The  entertamment 
in  the  house  of  Martha  and  Mary  is  introduced  in- 
definitely, without  specification  of  place  or  time  (x. 
38-42). 

At  the  request  of  his  disciples,  Jesus  teaches  them  to 
pray,  and  that  with  earnest  importunity  (xi.  1-13). 
Matthew  introduces  the  I^ord's  prayer  into  the  sermon 
on  the  mount.  Here  it  comes  too  late.  As  he  was 
casting  out  a  dumb  spirit,  he  rebuked  the  Pharisees  for 
their  blasphemous  imputation  of  his  power  to  Beel- 
zebub, blessed  a  certain  woman  who  addressed  him, 
preached  to  the  people  about  unbelief,  and  reprehended 
the  Pharisees,  scribes,  and  lawyers  (14-54).  The  fact 
that  His  severe  den anciations  of  the  Pharisees  in  37-54, 
were  uttered  at   the  tabic  of  a  Pharisee,  is  unlikely. 
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Place  and  time  are  both  unsuitable,  and  disagree  with 
Matthew's  representation. 

The  12th  chapter  contams  a  discourse  or  discourses 
addressed  to  the  disciples,  but  with  apostrophes  to  the 
people  generally.  It  is  a  compilation,  the  matter  essen- 
tially original,  the  form  proceeding  from  the  evangelist 
himself,  with  the  help  of  the  first  gospel. 

The  13th  chapter  begins  with  the  story  of  the  Gali- 
leans murdered  by  Pilate  in  the  temple,  and  the 
account  of  another  occurrence  in  Siloam,  upon  which 
Jesus  founds  an  exhortation  to  repentance.  The  pa- 
rable of  the  barren  fig-tree  inculcates  the  same  lesson 
(xiii.  1-9).  This  is  followed  by  the  cure  of  a  dis- 
eased woman  on  the  sabbath  (10-17),  various  parables 
descriptive  of  the  kingdom  of  God  (18-21),  with  ex- 
hortations to  enter  into  it,  and  Herod's  alleged  lying 
in  wait  for  Jesus.  The  last  (31-35)  is  peculiar  to 
Luke,  and  would  lead  to  the  supposition  that  Jesus 
was  in  Galilee  or  Pera?a ;  whereas  it  follows  from  ix.  51, 
etc.,  that  he  was  now  in  Judea.  The  lamentation  over 
Jerusalem  (34,  35)  is  not  in  its  proper  place  here,  as  it 
is  in  Matthew  xxiii.  37,  etc.  It  belongs  to  the  time  suc- 
ceeding Christ's  entry  into  the  metropolis. 

In  the  14th  chapter,  Jesus  cures  a  dropsical  man  on 
the  sabbath,  teaches  humility  by  a  parable,  and  re- 
commends charity  toward  the  poor  (1-14).  This  is 
followed  by  the  parable  of  the  great  supper  (15-24), 
the  claims  of  Jesus  on  His  followers  (25-35),  showing 
that  they  must  calculate  well  beforehand,  lest  they  apo- 
statise and  become  unprofitable  like  salt  that  has  lost  its 
savour  (15-35). 

The  1 5th  cliapter  ]ias  three  parables  illustrating  the 
mercy  of  God  toward  penitent  sinners.  The  first  is  that 
of  the  lost  sheep  ;  the  second,  of  tbe  piece  of  silver  ;  the 
third  of  the  prodigal  son.  These  teach  the  extension 
of  divine  mercy  to  the  Gentiles,  in  opposition  to  the 
narrow  prejudices  of  the  Jews. 
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The  following  chapter  contuins  the  parable  of  the 
unjust  steward,  m  which  a  culpable  trait  is  used  as  the 
instrument  of  instruction.  Verses  10-13  follow  the 
parable,  not  unnaturally.  The  hypocrisy  of  the  covetous 
Pharisees  is  reproved  (14,  15),  and  these  words  are 
added  :  '  The  law  and  the  prophets  were  until  John  ; 
since  that  time  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  preached,  and 
every  man  presseth  into  it.  And  it  is  easier  for  heaven 
and  earth  to  pass  than  one  tittle  of  the  law  to  fail. 
Whosoever  putteth  away  his  wife  and  marrieth  another 
committeth  adultery  ;  and  whosoever  marrieth  her  that 
is  put  away  from  her  husband  committeth  adultery  ' — 
which  it  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  connect  with 
the  preceding  context.  All  attempts  to  link  them  on  to 
the  foregoing  verses  have  been  failures.  One  can  only 
have  recourse  to  Marcion's  reading,  '  one  tittle  of  my 
worlds  to  fail '  (instead  of  the  law)  ;  and  then  the  ad- 
duced inviolability  of  the  marriage  tie  exemplifies  the 
assertion.  The  chapter  concludes  with  the  parable  of 
the  rich  man  and  Lazarus,  directed  against  the  worldly 
who  live  in  security  and  fail  to  make  a  proper  use  of 
their  possessions,  as  is  recommended  at  the  close  of  the 
unjust  steward's  case.  The  first  part  of  it  has  the  Jewish 
Essene  view  of  riches,  liberality,  and  poverty  (compare 
vi.  20,  24  ;  xvi.  9),  which  appears  in  the  gospel  else- 
where ;  the  last  portion  (27-31)  is  the  evangelist's  addi- 
tion or  rather  insertion,  for  the  parable  was  taken  from 
a  written  source.  Olshau sen's  attempt  to  show  the  anti- 
pharisaic  tendency  of  the  latter  parable  is  unsuccessful. 

The  17  th  chapter  contains  other  discourses  of  Jesus, 
respecting  occasions  of  offence,  the  power  of  faith  and 
the  unprofitableness  of  works  (1-10).  The  cure  often 
lepers  is  introduced  in  an  unsuitable  manner  :  '  And  it 
came  to  pass  as  he  went  to  Jerusalem  that  he  7?a.§.st'<:-? 
through  the  midst  of  Samaria  and  Galilee.'  The  object 
of  the  words  in  italics  is  plain,  to  account  for  a  Sama- 
ritan being  found  among  the  lepers.     But  the  meaning 
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is  ambiguous  ;  and  the  formula  of  introduction  does 
not  agree  well  with  ix.  51.  The  cure  of  the  lepers  is 
followed  by  discourses  about  the  future  appearing  of 
the  Son  of  man,  and  the  nature  of  the  kingdom  of  God 
(20-37).  Two  parables,  that  of  the  importunate  widow 
(xviii.  1-8),  and  that  of  the  Pharisee  and  publican 
(9-14),  convey  instructions  of  different  kinds.  The 
former  is  connected  with  the  coming  of  Jesus,  an  event 
which  was  so  important  to  His  disciples  as  to  stir  them, 
up  to  unceasing  prayer,  because  of  the  recompence  it 
would  bring  them.  He  should  then  avenge  his  elect 
speedily.  The  second  parable  belonged  originally  to  a 
different  context,  for  it  has  no  natural  connection  with 
the  preceding. 

At  this  point  the  extra- canonical  sources  used  by 
Luke  terminated  ;  at  least,  he  leaves  them  here,  falling 
back  into  the  synoptic  course  of  events. 

Children  were  brought  to  Christ  that  He  might  touch 
them  (xviii.  15-17).  This  is  followed  by  the  narrative 
of  the  rich  young  man  (18-27),  having  its  parallels  in 
Matthew  and  Mark.  In  answer  to  Peter's  assertion 
that  he  and  his  fellow- apostles  had  forsaken  all  to  follow 
Jesus,  the  Master  assures  him  that  they  should  be 
abundantly  rewarded  (28-30).  He  then  foretells  His 
own  death  (31-34),  and  restores  sight  to  a  blind  man  at 
Jericho  (35-43). 

The  19th  chapter  narrates  the  conversion  of  Zaccheas 
the  publican  (1-10),  the  parable  of  the  pounds  which 
were  entrusted  to  different  persons,  and  the  way  in 
which  they  used  them  (11-28).  This  is  followed  by 
Jesus's  triumphal  entry  into  Jerusalem  with  His  lamen- 
tation over  the  city  (29-44).  He  commences  by  purify- 
ing the  temple,  driving  out  the  buyers  and  sellers ;  and 
though  the  chief  priests  and  scribes  wished  to  destroy 
Him,  they  were  unable  as  yet  to  accomplish  their  pur- 
pose (45-48). 

Christ  replies  to  a  question  of  the  chief  priests  and 
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scribes  respecting  the  source  of  His  authority  by  asking 
the  source  of  John's  baptism  (xx.  1-8)  ;  after  which 
He  declares  the  parable  of  the  vineyard  (9-18).  He 
silences  the  spies  of  the  Pharisees,  who  put  Him  an 
ensnaring  question  about  tribute  (19-26),  and  the  Sad- 
ducees  about  the  resurrection  (27-40).  He  calls  their 
attention  to  the  point  how  Christ  can  be  the  son  of 
David  (11—11),  and  warns  the  disciples  against  the 
scribes  (15—17). 

The  21st  chapter  contains  Christ's  commendation 
of  the  poor  widow  for  her  contribution  to  the  treasury, 
followed  by  a  discourse  about  the  destruction  of  Jeru- 
salem and  His  future  coming.  The  last  shows  a  later 
modification  of  the  tradition  than  Matthew's.  Here  the 
persecutions  of  Christ's  followers  are  represented  as  oc- 
curring before  the  wars  and  commotions  mentioned, 
whereas  in  the  first  gospel  they  follow  such  disturbances 
(verse  12). 

The  22nd  chapter  describes  the  conspiracy  of  the 
chief  priests  and  scribes  against  Jesus,  and  the  trea- 
chery of  Judas  Iscariot  (1-6).  This  is  followed  by  the 
preparations  for  eating  the  passover,  and  the  meal  itself, 
which  He  and  his  apostles  partook  of  (7-38).  At  this 
supper  Jesus  speaks  to  them  about  ambition,  because 
they  disputed  which  should  be  accounted  the  greatest  ; 
and  assures  Peter  that  his  faith  should  not  fail  thousrh 
he  might  deny  his  Master  thrice.  The  passage  about 
the  disputation  of  the  disciples  has  no  proper  connec- 
tion with  its  context.  A  similar  fact  had  been  already 
related  by  the  evangelist  (ix.  46)  ;  and  we  can  scarcely 
resist  the  impression  that  if  this  be  historical,  its  pro^Dcr 
place  is  earlier.  But  it  may  have  arisen  from  Matt.  xx. 
20,  etc.  The  words  addressed  to  Peter  (31—35)  are  re- 
presented as  spoken  at  the  last  supper,  as  in  the  fourth 
gospel  ;  in  Matthew  and  Mark  they  are  spoken  on  the 
way  to  Gethsemane. 

The  exhortation  to  the  disciples  about  their  pro vidino- 
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for  corahat  and  danger,  is  peculiar  to  this  evangelist 
(35-38).  Its  connection  with  the  context  and  its  ori- 
ginality can  hardly  be  maintained,  least  of  all  by  the 
method  which  Meyer  proposes.  The  object  of  it  is  to 
account  for  the  fact  that  Peter  is  subsequently  in  pos- 
session of  a  sword  at  the  time  of  Jesus's  apprehension. 
The  rest  of  the  chapter  contains  the  agony  in  Geth- 
semane.  His  capture,  Peter's  denial,  Jesus's  shameful 
treatment,  and  His  appearance  before  the  Sanhedrim 
(39-66).  The  deviations  from  Matthew  and  Mark 
in  the  narration  of  these  incidents  are  mostly  for  the 
worse. 

The  account  given  by  Luke  of  the  last  supper  which 
Jesus  partook  of  with  his  disciples,  differs  from  that  of 
Matthew  and  Mark  in  some  important  particulars.  Jesus 
took  a  cup,  as  is  said,  and  gave  it  to  the  apostles  to  dis- 
tribute among  themselves  (xxii.  17).  Of  this  first  cup 
he  did  not  partake  himself,  as  is  implied  in  the  follow- 
ing verse  :  '  1  will  not  drink  of  the  fruit  of  the  vine, 
until  the  kino;dom  of  God  shall  come.'  After  breaking; 
the  bread  and  giving  it  to  His  followers  to  eat,  Jesus 
took  the  second  cup,  which  belonged  to  the  last  supper 
properly  so-called  not  to  the  passover  meal,  and  gave  it 
to  those  present.  Thus  Christ  did  not  observe  the 
passover  meal  at  all,  according  to  the  law.  The  drink- 
ing of  wine  by  the  master  of  the  house  was  an  essential 
part  of  the  entertainment.  Matthew's  narrative  plainly 
says  that  Christ  did  partake  of  the  paschal  meal  ;  and 
therefore  Luke's  account  is  not  original.  That  it  is  de- 
signedly so,  accords  with  the  general  tenor  and  Pauline 
character  of  the  gospel.  Li  the  eyes  of  the  evangelist, 
Jesus's  sufferings  and  death  were  of  vital  importance. 
Hence  he  prefixes  an  announcement  of  them  to  the 
narrative  of  the  supper.  And  the  words  of  the  six- 
teenth verse,  in  which  Jesus  expresses  a  refusal  to 
eat  the  passover  till  it  be  fulfilled  in  the  kingdom 
of  God,  indicate  the  close  of  His  earthly  course.    The 
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first  cnp  wliich  He  gives  to  the  disciples  is  merely 
symbolical ;  and  this  passover  (verse  15)  is  used  in  the 
Christian  sense  of  a  passover/  not  in  the  legal,  Jewish 
one.  The  whole  transaction  has  received  a  symbolical 
and  Christian  aspect,  excluding  the  proper  Jewish  rite, 
and  showing  the  superiority  of  Christ  to  the  law  of 
Moses.- 

It  has  been  already  remarked,  that  the  institution  of 
the  supper  as  given  by  Luke  has  a  close  agreement 
with  Paul's  account  in  the  first  epistle  to  the  Corin- 
thians, xi.  23-26.  The  practical  influence  of  the  apostle 
of  the  Gentiles  gradually  shaped  and  fixed  a  liturgical 
formula  followed  by  the  evangelist  in  preference  to  the 
words  of  the  institution  in  Matthew.  The  allusion  to 
the  future  in  Luke  and  Paul,  '  this  do  in  remembrance 
of  me,'  is  not  in  the  other  gospels  and  can  scarcely  be 
considered  original. 

The  23rd  chapter  relates  how  Jesus  was  led  before 
Pilate,  who  wished  to  set  Him  free  and  sent  Him  to 
Herod.  The  latter,  with  his  men  of  war,  set  him  at 
nought  and  mocked  him  ;  after  which  He  was  remitted 
to  Pilate  (1-12).  When  Pilate  had  made  several 
attempts  to  let  Him  go,  he  yielded  to  the  persistent  rage 
of  the  chief  priests  and  rulers,  and  delivered  Him  up  to 
execution.  The  blame  is  laid  upon  the  Jews  ;  and 
Pilate  the  heathen  ruler  is  all  but  exculpated,  in  accor- 
dance with  the  Paulinism  of  the  writer.  Accordingly 
He  was  led  away  to  the  place  of  crucifixion,  where  two 
malefactors  were  waiting  execution  at  the  same  time  and 
in  the  same  manner.  The  circumstances  of  his  death 
are  minutely  related  ;  the  account  of  the  conduct  of  the 
malefactors  supplementing  and  rectifying  that  given  by 
Matthew.  At  the  time  of  His  death  a  preternatural 
darkness  overshadowed  the  whole  earth  ;  the  centurion 
present  glorified  God  ;  the  spectators  became  serious 

-  See  l)e  Wette's  Excget.  Handbuch  on  Luke,  pp.  145,  146,  3rd  edit. 
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(13-49).  Joseph  of  Arimatliea  took  down  the  body 
from  the  cross,  and  laid  it  in  his  new  sepulchre 
(50-56). 

The  last  chapter  narrates  the  resurrection  of  Jesus. 
The  women  that  came  to  the  sepulchre  received  the  first 
intiuiation  that  he  had  risen  from  two  angels,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  they  returned  and  told  the  eleven  as 
well  as  the  rest,  who  were  incredulous.  Peter  then  ran 
to  the  grave,  and  seeing  it  empty,  was  amazed  (1-12). 
He  appeared  for  the  first  time  to  Peter,  in  accordance 
with  1  Cor.  XV.  5  ;  and  afterwards  to  two  disciples  on 
their  way  to  Emmaus  (13-35).  The  latter  narrative  is 
peculiar  to  Luke  and  belongs  to  a  different  source  from 
the  preceding  context.  Perhaps  it  was  meant  as  a  set- 
off against  the  appearance  to  Peter  alone  ;  as  though 
the  risen  one  had  shown  himself  to  those  outside  the 
apostolic  circle.  Mark  gives  a  brief  extract  from  the 
account.  He  then  appeared  to  all  the  disciples  in  Jeru- 
salem (36-43).  An  address  to  them  is  loosely  appended 
to  the  preceding  context,  which  may  or  may  not  have 
been  made  on  the  same  occasion  (44-49).  Having  led 
them  out  to  Bethany,  he  blessed  and  was  parted  from 
them. 

The  chapter  contains  much  that  is  marvellous  and 
inexplicable  ;  the  angelic  appearances  to  the  women  at 
the  sepulcure,  whose  minds  where  in  a  pecuharly  excited 
state  ;  the  mode  in  which  the  body  left  the  sepulchre ; 
the  nature  of  that  resurrection-body,  Jesus's  sudden  dis- 
appearance in  it,  though  he  showed  his  hands  and  feet 
as  if  it  consisted  of  flesh  and  bones  still.  The  ascension 
took  place  on  the  day  he  rose,  without  an  interval  of 
forty  days  as  is  related  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles. 
But  Luke  does  not  always  mark  distinctions  of  time,  so 
that  the  forty  days  may  be  inserted  at  the  fiftieth 
verse.  Ordinary  principles  of  interpretation  applied  to 
the  chapter,  fail  to  bring  out  any  definite  knowledge  of 
its  contents  ;  and   the  higher  criticism  itself  must  be 
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contented  with  an  idealising  process.  Conservative 
critics  will  attach  importance  to  the  letter  of  the  evan- 
gelic record,  to  the  empty  sepulchre,  the  difficulty  of 
supposing  mere  visions  in  the  mind  of  the  disciples  the 
second  day  after  Jesus  died,  to  the  numerous  witnesses 
for  the  bodily  resurrection,  and  the  probability  of  miracle 
here  if  at  all.  They  will  hesitate  to  forsake  the  old 
faith  of  the  Church — a  step  involvmg  the  serious  as- 
sumption that  the  apostles  were  deceived.  Others  more 
speculative  but  not  less  honest,  will  resolve  the  fact  into 
a  spiritual  resurrection  having  the  souls  of  the  disciples 
for  its  theatre  ;  finding  an  explanation  of  that  state  of 
mind  in  the  natural  reaction  necessarily  following  the 
first  impression  of  the  death  of  Jesus,  psychologically 
possible.  They  will  attribute  visions  of  the  risen  Jesus, 
narrated  in  the  gospels,  to  popular  imagination,  conceiv- 
ing that  the  memoirs  could  not  but  depict  him  in  a  form 
more  or  less  corporeal.  Feeling  the  force  of  objections 
to  the  reanimation  of  a  body,  of  the  contradictory  state- 
ments of  the  evangelists,  and  the  existence  of  a  predis- 
position to  visions  in  the  first  Christian  believers,  they 
will  hesitate  to  accept  the  literal.  Christianity  does  not 
fall  with  the  denial  of  the  resurrection.  A  thing  sur- 
rounded with  historial  and  other  difficulties  cannot  be 
made  a  corner-stone  in  the  edifice. 


CHARACTERISTICS. 

1.  Compared  with  Matthew,  Luke  has  fewer  original 
traditions,  and  his  representations  are  less  historical.  He 
handles  the  materials  freely  ;  and  his  own  reflectiveness 
appears  more  prominently.  The  discourses  and  facts  are 
given  in  a  shape  not  so  primitive  or  faithful  as  they  are 
in  his  predecessor.  Thus  the  transfiguration  of  Jesus, 
which  was  a  foretaste  of  his  future  glorification,  is  put 
too  early.  Instead  of  occupying  its  proper  position  in 
his  life,  as  the  culminating  point  of  the  revelation  of 
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luQiself  to  the  disciples,  it  is  inserted  in  the  midst 
of  teachings  respecting  the  kingdom  of  God  and  the 
Messiahship  of  Jesus.  It  comes,  therefore,  when  the 
minds  of  the  apostles  were  wholly  unprepared  for  the 
occurrence,  or  rather  for  what  it  was  meant  to  signify. 
Only  a  small  part  of  Jesus' s  ministry  was  past  when  it 
took  place,  accordmg  to  Luke  ;  in  Matthew  that  minis- 
try was  near  its  close  ;  so  that  the  disciples  must  have 
been  more  susceptible  of  the  lesson  it  was  meant  to  in- 
culcate and  the  future  it  foreshadowed. 

The  narrative  of  the  temptation  in  Luke  is  not  so 
orisfinal  as  in  Matthew.  Instead  of  its  succeedinsf  acts 
formino-  a  climax,  the  last  beino-  the  strono^est  and  most 
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difficult,  Luke  gives  the  last  place  to  the  desire  of  Satan 
that  Jesus  should  cast  himself  down  from  a  pinnacle  of 
the  temple.  '  Every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the 
mouth  of  God'  is  altered  into  'every  word  of  God,' 
apparently  to  avoid  anthropomorphism  ;  and  the  addi- 
tion, '  for  that  is  delivered  unto  me,  and  to  whomsoever 
I  will  I  give  it,'  indicates  reflection  on  the  extent  of  the 
devil's  power. 

The  sermon  on  the  mount  is  also  given  in  an  incom- 
plete and  fragmentary  form.  Originality  does  not  be- 
long to  it  here,  though  it  has  still  some  genuine  parts. 
Being  adapted  to  a  later  age  and  having  a  more  general 
tendency,  it  shows  reflectiveness.  Even  in  Matthew,  it 
has  undergone  alterations  and  received  additions.  In 
Luke  it  is  not  a  comprehensive  ethical  discourse,  as  it  is 
in  Matthew,  but  treats  of  the  way  in  which  sinners  should 
act  under  reproaches  and  persecutions,  and  be  consoled. 

In  Luke  xvii.  23  we  see  a  modification  of  the  corre- 
sponding part  of  Matthew.  The  words  '  And  they  shall 
say  to  you.  See  here,  or.  See  there  :  go  not  after  them 
nor  follow  them,'  are  inappropriate  in  this  context,  and 
must  have  stood  at  first  in  a  place  where  false  Messiahs 
were  spoken  of.  In  like  manner  the  twenty-fifth  verse 
interrupts  the  connection,  being  a  reminiscence  of  the 
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disciples  wrongly  inserted  by  the  evangelist.  Luke  in- 
terprets the  Greek  word^  in  Matt.  viii.  6,  etc.,  incorrectly 
by  servant'^  (Luke  vii.  2),  for  which  reason  he  adds 
'  who  was  dear  to  him.'  But  he  allows  the  original 
word  to  remain  in  the  seventh  verse.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  Matthew  uses  it  for  so7i  (compare  xvii.  18). 
But  while  it  is  the  rule  that  Luke's  gospel  presents 
a  record  less  original  than  Matthew's,  it  is  not  without 
examples  of  words  uttered  and  actions  performed  more 
correctly  reported  than  they  are  in  the  first  gospel. 
Thus  in  xvui.  19  the  phrase  '  Why  callest  thou  me  good  ' 
is  original  ;  while  Matthew's  '  Why  dost  thou  ask  me 
concerning  the  good '  is  a  later  modification. 

2.  The  evangelist's  leading  object  was  mediating  and 
conciliatory.  He  wished  to  bring  Judaism  and  Paulin- 
ism  together  in  the  sphere  of  a  comprehensive  Christianity 
where  the  former  would  merge  into  the  latter.  In  con- 
formity with  this  purpose  he  describes  the  irreconcilable 
opposition  between  Jesus  and  his  opponents,  showing 
that  Judaism  was  not  the  proper  sphere  in  which  his  work 
could  be  realised.  Jesus  is  not  only  the  Jewish  Messiah 
as  he  is  in  the  first  gospel,  but  the  Redeemer  of  mankind 
(ii.  11  ;  xxiv.  47)  ;  not  merely  the  son  of  David  but  of 
God,  bringing  all  men  into  a  state  of  reconciliation  to 
Him.  The  teachino;  of  Jesus  is  not  so  much  the  leadmo; 
theme  of  the  evangelist,  as  His  person  and  work,  His 
manifestation  as  the  Son  of  the  Most  High.  The  divinity 
of  His  person  is  connected  with  the  divine  origin  and 
character  of  His  work.  He  is  an  extraordinary  being, 
working  out  a  divine  plan  for  the  redemption  of  the 
human  race,  combating  the  higher  spmtual  world,  ex- 
pelling demons,  and  destroying  the  kingdom  of  Satan. 
The  power  of  darkness,  whose  instruments  are  His 
Jewish  opponents,  is  overthrown.  It  is  this  catholic 
tendency  of  the  gospel  that  gives  it  a  Pauline  aspect,  and 
has  streno'thened  the  belief  of  its  author  beino-  a  friend 
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of  the  apostle.  The  writer  conceives  of  Christ  and 
Christianity  in  their  relation  to  humanity,  rather  than 
to  a  particular  people.  Jewish  exclusiveness  disappears 
before  a  wider  view  of  Jesus  and  his  work  ;  and  the  Son 
of  man,  whom  Matthew  depicts  as  taking  away  infirmi- 
ties and  sicknesses,  appears  as  one  who  came  to  seek  and 
save  the  lost.  Such  purpose  on  the  part  of  Luke 
accounts  for  most  peculiarities  in  the  selection  and 
arrangement  of  the  materials  which  make  up  the  gos- 
pel. It  explains  the  nature  of  the  work,  not  indeed  by 
itself,  but  with  the  aid  of  written  sources  including 
Matthew's  and  other  gospels. 

3.  A  Pauline  tendency  m  the  gospel  is  apparent. 
In  the  time  of  the  evangelist  Christianity  had  over- 
passed the  narrow  limits  of  Judaism,  showing  its  ex- 
pansive spirituality.  The  apostle  Paul  had  changed  its 
primitive  Judaic  character  for  a  higher  and  more  liberal 
one.  Hence  Luke  indicates  the  spiritual  nature  of  the 
kingdom  of  God  (xvii.  20),  even  in  describing  its  origm. 
That  his  views  are  more  comprehensive  than  Matthew's, 
appears  not  only  in  what  he  narrates  bat  in  what  he 
omits — in  the  mode  of  his  statements  and  the  arrange- 
ment of  his  materials. 

The  rio;ht  of  the  heathen  to  be  received  into  the 
divine  kingdom  is  always  adduced.  Thus  Jesus  came 
to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost  (xix.  10).  The 
genealogy  is  carried  up  to  Adam,  indicating  that  the 
human  race  had  an  interest  in  Christ,  who  is  not  said  to 
be  a  king  of  the  royal  house  of  David,  as  in  Matthew. 
This  interest  in  the  heathen  appears  in  the  prominence 
given  to  the  Samaritans  and  the  presence  of  Jews  in 
their  territory  (ix.  52  ;  xvii.  11).  Jewish  intolerance 
against  that  people  is  rebuked  (ix.  55,  56);  and  they 
are  placed  in  a  favourable  light  over  against  the  people 
of  Israel  (xvii.  11-19),  even  the  priests  and  Levites. 
Seventy  disciples  were  appointed,  whose  mission  was  to 
carry  the  gospel   to   the   Gentiles,  beyond   the   twelve 
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tribes  of  Israel  to  whom  the  apostles  were  specially 
charged  to  announce  it  (x.).  This  enlargement  of  the 
apostolic  circle  exhibits  a  view  which  regards  the 
heathen  as  the  objects  of  Jesus's  original  care  not  less 
than  the  Jews,  and  therefore  creates  a  special  mission. 
Hence  some  instructions  addressed  to  the  twelve  in 
Matthew  are  transferred  to  the  seventy  ;  and  others 
are  omitted  as  those  in  Matt.  x.  5,  6.  The  tendency 
to  depreciate  the  twelve,  in  comparison  with  the  seventy, 
is  obvious  in  the  ninth  and  tenth  chapters  ;  complimen- 
tary titles  applied  to  the  former  in  the  first  gosj^el  re- 
ceiving another  and  wider  application.  In  like  manner, 
the  incident  about  Jesus  paying  tribute  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  temple- worship  (Matt.  xvii.  24-27),  and  the 
fact  that  saints  rose  from  their  graves  at  the  death  of 
Jesus  and  went  into  the  holy  city  (xxvii.  51-53),  are  left 
out. 

The  same  tendency  is  observable  in  the  prominence 
given  to  free  grace  and  mercy.  Instead  of  the  epithet 
perfect  in  the  first  gospel,  which  sounds  like  the  phra- 
seology of  the  law  (v.  48),  Luke  has  merciful  (vi.  36)  ; 
and  in  the  parable  of  the  prodigal  son,  the  love  of  God 
towards  sinners  is  depicted  far  in  excess  of  the  represen- 
tation given  by  the  first  evangelist  (Matt,  xviii.  12-14). 
The  same  remark  applies  to  the  account  of  the  woman 
who  was  a  sinner  (vii.  36-50),  and  to  the  narrative 
respecting  Zaccheus  (xix.  1-10),  where  the  Paulme 
doctrme  of  grace  is  strongly  set  forth.  The  paragraph 
relating  to  the  two  malefactors  (xxiii.  39-43),  also 
shows  the  doctrine  of  justification  by  faith  in  opposition 
to  works.  What  is  said  about  the  unprofitable  servants 
(xvii.  10),  as  well  as  the  subjective  nature  of  the  king- 
dom of  God  (xvii.  20,  21),  is  of  the  same  character. 
The  institution  of  the  last  supper  (xxii.  14-19)  is  con- 
fessedly Paulme.  And  the  appearances  of  the  risen 
Saviour  in  Jerusalem  show  a  dependence  on  1  Cor.  xv. 
1-7.     The  Pauline  tendency  can  hardly  be  mistaken  by 
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the  reader  of  the  gospel,  especially  if  the  work  be  care- 
fully compared  with  that  of  Matthew. 

But  the  Pauline  elements  do  not  exclude  passages 
of    a    different    colour.     Statements    characteristically 
Jewish   occur  on    several    occasions,   though   they  are 
subordinate   and   less    numerous.     The    fact   that   the 
primitive  Judaical  representations  are  not  effaced  from 
the  history  are  so  far  favourable  to  its  originality.     The 
evangelist's  later  views  did  not  always  mould  authentic 
materials  in  a  liberal  way.     But  such  fidelity  has  one 
disadvantage,   that   it  leaves    uncongenial    elements  in 
juxtaposition.     To  the  original  Jewish  tradition  belong 
the  introductory  history  and  account  of  the  Temptation, 
the  sayings  condemning  earthly  riches  and  pronouncing 
the  poor  happy  (vi.  20-25  ;  xvi.   19-26),  the  recom- 
mending of  deeds  to  procure   a  recompence  (xvi.  9  ; 
xviii.  29,  30)  ;  the  contrast  of  the  present  and  future 
dispensations.^     In  like  manner  the  perpetual  duration 
of  the  law  (xvi.    17),'^^  and  the   future  prospects  pre- 
sented to  the  disciples  (xviii.  30),  are  Judaistic.     So 
also  the  passages  that  recognise  the  law  and  the  prophets 
(iv.    21  ;    V.    14  ;    xvi.    29-31  ;    xvii.    14  ;  xviii.    20  ; 
xxiii.  56  ;  xxiv.  44),  and  the  mild  view  of  the  old  dis- 
pensation   (v.   39).^     The  presence  of  these   Judaistic 
elements,  so  far  from  prejudicing  the  historical  character 
of  the  gospel,  attests  it,  because  they  show  the  Jewish 
Christian  ground  on  which  the  narratives  first   stood. 
The  opposite    Pauline  tendency  affects  the  credibility 
unfavourably.     Some    of    the    primitive    or    Judaistic 
materials  have  an  Essene  colouring,  especially  those  in 
which  Christ  is  the    speaker.     This  accords  with   the 
very  probable  belief  of  Essene  influence  upon  his  early 
training.     Thus  in  the  parable  of  Dives   and  Lazarus, 

^  6  alcov  ovros  and  6  ala>v  6  tpxofifi'os  or  fKflvos,  xvi.  8;  xviii.  30;  xx. 
84,  35. 

^  According  to  the  usual  reading. 

*  The  last  verse,  however,  is  suspicious.  It  is  wanting  in  Marcion, 
Eusehius,  D.  and  MSS.  of  the  old  Latin  version. 
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tlie  former  does  not  appear  an  unrigliteous  or  wicked 
man,  but  merely  rich — the  Litter,  a  miserably  ].)oor  man, 
whose  virtues,  if  he  had  any,  are  unmentioned.  The 
one  is  punished  in  Hades  because  of  his  riches  in  this 
world  ;  the  other  is  rewarded  because  of  his  poverty  m 
the  same.  Such  is  the  Essene  idea  conveyed  in  the 
parable  itself  ;  and  from  it  Ave  have  an  indication  of  the 
speaker's  education.  In  this  gospel  alone  a  woe  is  pro- 
nounced on  the  rich,  and  a  blessing  on  the  poor  ;  and 
the  phrase  '  unrighteous  mammon  '  suggests  the  idea  of 
somethmg  unholy  in  riches. 

The  twofold  character  of  the  materials  to  which  we 
have  now  alluded  is  best  seen  in  its  contradictory  aspect 
at  xvi.  16,  17  :  '  The  law  and  the  prophets  were  until 
John  :  since  that  time  the  kingdom  of  God  is  preached, 
and  every  man  presseth  into  it.  And  it  is  easier  for  hea- 
ven and  earth  to  pass,  than  one  tittle  of  the  law  to  fail.' 
The  sixteenth  verse  gives  a  Pauline  view  of  the  law,  viz. 
that  Mosaism  ceased  with  the  Baptist,  which  cannot  be 
the  original  sentiment  ;  and  yet  the  perpetuity  of  the  law 
in  all  its  minutiae  is  immediately  subjoined.  The  words 
in  Matthew,  "all  the  prophets  and  the  law  prophesied 
until  John '  are  more  original.  Luke's  object  was  to 
bridge  over  the  ground  between  Jewish  and  Gentile 
Christians,  by  the  introduction  of  a  moderate  Paulinism. 

4.  The  evangelist  has  a  considerable  portion  of  new 
matter.  Thus  he  has  the  parable  of  the  two  debtors 
(vii.),  of  the  Good  Samaritan  (x.),  of  the  friend  going 
to  another  at  night  to  borrow  bread  (xi.),  the  rich  man 
who  built  large  barns  (xii.),  of  the  barren  iig-tree 
(xiii.),  the  lost  piece  of  silver  (xv.),  the  prodigal  son 
(xv. ),  the  unjust  steward  (xvi.),  the  rich  man  and 
Lazarus  (xvi.),  the  unjust  judge  (xviii.),  and  the  Phari- 
see and  publican  (xviii.).  He  records  the  miraculous 
draught  of  fishes  (v.),  the  raising  of  the  widow  of  Nain's 
son  (vii.),  the  cure  of  a  woman  having  a  spirit  of  in- 
firmity (xiii.),  of  a  dropsical  man  (xiv.),  of  ten  lepers 
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(xvii.),  the  conversion  of  Zaccheiis  (xix.),  the  healing 
of  Malchus's  ear  (xxii.),  and  the  journey  of  two  dis- 
ciples to  Emmaus  (xxiv.). 

The  first  two  chapters  are  also  peculiar  to  him. 

Besides  these  larger  portions,  many  smaller  incidents 
and  traits  are  given  by  him  alone,  such  as  the  questions 
put  by  the  people  to  John  the  Baptist  and  his  answers 
(iii.  10-14),  the  anointing  of  Jesus  by  the  woman  (vii. 
36-50),  his  weeping  over  Jerusalem  (xix.  39-44),  the 
topic  of  Jesus' s  conversation  with  Moses  and  Elijah  on 
the  mount  of  transfiguration  (ix.  28-36),  the  assurance 
to  Simon  that  his  faith  should  not  fail  (xxii.  31,  32), 
the  bloody  sweat  (44),  the  fact  of  Jesus  being  sent  to 
Herod  (xxiii.  7-12),  his  words  addressed  to  the  women 
that  followed  him  when  he  was  led  away  to  crucifixion 
(27-31),  and  the  penitent  thief  (40-43).  We  also  owe 
to  Luke  those  aff*ecting  words,  so  appropriate  and 
beautiful,  which  Jesus  uttered  as  he  expired,  '  Eather, 
into  thy  hands  I  commend  my  spirit.'  The  language 
which  Matthew  puts  into  his  lips,  '  My  God,  my  God, 
why  hast  thou  forsaken  me  ?  '  may  be  original,  as  it 
agrees  with  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  v.  7  ;  but  that 
given  by  Luke  seems  entitled  to  equal  credit. 

The  principal  omissions  of  Luke  are  Matt.  xiv.  3- 
xvi.  12  ;  xix.  1-12  ;  xxi.  1-16,  20-28  ;  xxvi.  6-13. 

5.  The  part  of  Luke's  gospel  which  is  peculiar  and 
in  several  respects  embarrassing,  is  ix.  51-xviii.  14, 
commencing  with  Christ's  preparation  to  depart  from 
Galilee  for  Jerusalem,  and  ending  before  his  arrival  at 
Jericho.  It  is  distinguished  from  the  rest  of  the  gospel, 
by  its  containing  discourses  rather  than  facts.  The 
position  which  all  the  precepts,  parables,  and  speeches 
here  occupy,  represents  them  as  delivered  in  the  interval 
between  Christ's  preparation  to  leave  Galilee  and  his 
arrival  at  Jericho.  Yet  it  is  certam  that  some  of  the 
discourses  and  parables  are  put  in  a  wrong  place.  Thus 
Jesus's  lamentation  over  the  fate  of  Jerusalem   (xxiii. 


THE  GOSPEL   OF   LUKE.  473 

34,  35),  was  uttered  after  his  arrival  there.  Matthew 
says  that  it  happened  in  the  temple  (xxiii.  37-39).  The 
section  begins  with  the  announcement  that  Jesus  is 
about  to  leave  Galilee  and  go  to  Jerusalem  through 
Samaria  ;  but  from  x.  25  and  onward  He  is  still  in 
Galilee.  In  ix.  53  the  Samaritans  are  said  to  have 
refused  Him  hospitality,  because  His  face  was  set  for 
Jerusalem  ;  yet  this  city  was  not  the  immediate,  but 
remote  object  of  His  journey.  The  Galilean  ministry 
of  Jesus  is  presented  in  a  different  asj)ect  by  Luke  from 
that  of  Matthew.  The  latter  makes  it  proceed  calmly 
in  a  natural  order  of  development,  till  the  time  when 
the  antagonism  of  His  enemies  had  gathered  strength  to 
accomplish  His  death.  Remote  from  the  centre  of 
Judaism,  in  a  province  of  Palestine  not  much  esteemed, 
Jesus  is  represented  as  actively  engaged  in  His  divine 
mission  till  the  time  had  come  that  he  sliould  go  to 
Jerusalem  and  meet  the  full  force  of  Jewish  enmity. 
Luke  does  not  present  the  subject  in  this  light.  In- 
stead of  Jesus  spending  the  greater  part  of  His  ministry 
in  Galilee,  the  evangelist  shortens  His  abode  there  to 
throw  the  main  portion  of  that  ministry  into  the  jour- 
ney which  he  took  before  suffering,  dying,  and  rising 
again.  Luke  makes  His  death  and  resurrection  the 
great  end  and  object  of  His  life.  Hence  this  journey 
contains  Jesus's  chief  conflicts  with  the  Pharisees  and 
scribes.  The  nearer  he  approaches  Jerusalem,  the  more 
vehement  and  frequent  do  these  conflicts  become.  Thus 
the  materials  are  separated  by  Luke.  The  anti- Jewish 
side  of  Jesus's  ministry  is  singled  out  and  receives  a 
more  definite  place  by  itself,  instead  of  being  thrown 
along  with  the  general  mass  of  the  materials  composing 
the  evangelical  history.  How  far  the  sources  which 
Luke  followed  in  these  eight  chapters  contributed  to 
their  peculiar  arrangement,  it  is  iDipossible  to  know. 
One  of  them  usually  called  a  gnomology,  was  probably 
a  collection  of  discourses  which  had   been   gradually 
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formed  by  accessions  of  new  matter.  Bishop  Marsh 
has  remarked,  that  throughout  the  whole  of  the  long 
section  (Luke  ix.  51-xviii.  14)  not  one  of  the  places  in 
which  parables  and  discourses  were  delivered  is  men- 
tioned by  name  ;  and  that  therefore  the  gnomology  had 
the  same  indefiniteness.^  It  is  doubtful,  however, 
whether  that  was  a  principal  cause  of  Luke's  ignoring 
the  time  when  many  of  the  discourses  were  delivered. 
The  indefinite  way  in  which  places  are  mentioned  (ix. 
52  ;  X.  38  ;  xi.  1  ;  xvii.  12)  may  be  owing  to  the  sub- 
jectivity of  the  evangelist,  or  his  wish  to  be  consistent 
by  not  naming  places  and  times  that  would  clash  with 
the  commencement.  One  thing  is  certain — that  the 
writer  was  conscientious  in  altering  the  arrangement  of 
the  materials  constituting  the  evangelical  history  rather 
than  the  materials  themselves  ;  though  such  arrange- 
ment disturbs  symmetrical  unity.  The  order  of  the 
first  gospel  is  usually  natural  ;  that  of  the  third  arti- 
ficial, the  result  of  the  evangelist's  Pauline  ideas. 

6.  Luke  shows  circumstantiality  and  exactness,  in 
separating  particulars  and  incidents  which  are  grouped 
in  Matthew.  His  pictorial  power  is  considerable,  es- 
pecially in  vii.  1-10  and  viii.  41-56  ;  but  it  is  not  equal 
to  Mark's,  though  superior  to  Matthew's.  In  general 
his  narrative  is  loose  and  unconnected,  one  event  suc- 
ceeding another  without  definite  mark  of  time  or 
proper  formula  of  transition.  This  does  not  look  as  if  he 
intended  to  mark  chronolgical  succession.  Indefinite 
expressions  are  frequent,  such  as  '  and  it  came  to  pass 
when  he  was  in  a  certain  city  '  (v.  12)  ;  '  and  it  came 
to  pass  on  a  certain  dny  '  (v.  17)  ;  'and  it  came  to 
jKiss  also  on  another  sabbath '  (vi.  6)  ;  '  and  one  of  the 
Pharisees  desired  him  '  (vii.  36)  ;  '  now  it  came  to  pass 
on  a  certain  day '  (viii.  22)  ;  '  now  Herod  the  tetrarch 
heard  of  all,'  etc.  (ix.  7)  ;  'it  came  to  pass,  as  he  was 
alone  praying '  (ix.  18)  ;  'then  there  arose  a  reasoning 

^  Translation  of  Michaelis,  vol.  iii.  part  i.  pp.  404,  405,  2nd  ed. 
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among  them'  (ix.  46)  ;  '  and  it  came  to  pass  tbat  as 
he  was  praymg  in  a  certain  place  '  (xi.  1)  ;  '  and  he 
was  casting  out  a  devil  '  (xi.  14)  ;  '  and  he  was 
teaching  in  one  of  the  synagogues  on  the  sabbath ' 
(xiii.  10)  ;  'then  said  he'  (xiii.  18)  ;  'and  it  came  to 
pass  as  he  went  into  the  house  of  one  of  the  chief  Pha- 
risees to  eat  bread  on  the  sabbath  day  '  (xiv.  1)  ;  '  and 
there  went  great  multitudes  with  him '  (xiv.  25)  ;  '  then 
drew  near  unto  him  all  the  publicans  and  sinners  for  to 
hear  him '  (xv.  1)  ;  'and  he  said  also  unto  his  disciples' 
(xvi.  1)  ;  'and  when  he  was  demanded  of  the  Pharisees  ' 
(xvii.  20)  ;  '  and  it  came  to  pass  that  on  one  of  those 
days  '  (xx.  1).  This  prominent  feature  attracts  greater 
attention  because  of  Luke's  announcement  to  write 
everything  in  chronological  succession.  His  sources 
did  not  furnish  minute  specifications  of  time,  and  he 
could  not  supply  the  deficiency.  On  the  whole,  the 
gospel  is  distinguished  by  its  selection  and  arrangement 
of  pre-existing  materials,  not  by  their  thorough  recast. 
They  are  modified,  but  not  extensively.  Instead  of 
being  moulded  and  melted  afresh,  they  are  exposed  and 
distributed  in  a  diff'erent  way,  without  radical  transfor- 
mation. The  tendency  of  the  author  does  not  reach  a 
complete  remodelling  of  the  synoptic  literature.  His 
mediating  spirit  is  that  of  the  post-apostolic  period, 
when  strict  Paulinism  was  diluted  by  concessions,  and 
the  sharp  angles  of  opposing  views  had  disappeared. 

RELATION  BETWEEN  THE  GOSPEL  AND  THAT  OP  MARCION. 

The  connection  of  Marcion  with  the  present  gospel 
has  been  a  fruitful  source  of  discussion.  That  early 
heretic,  as  he  is  called,  looked  upon  Paul  as  the  only 
genuine  apostle,  and  the  primitive  ones  as  corrupters  of 
evangelical  truth.  In  conformity  with  his  peculiar 
views,  he  rejected  all  parts  of  the  New  Testament,  ex- 
cept Paul's  epistles.  Discarding  the  gospels,  he  had 
one  of  his  own,  which  he  held  to  be  the  evangelical  re- 
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cord  used  by  Paul  himself.  The  question  is,  What  was 
Marcion's  original  gospel,  sanctioned,  as  he  affirmed,  by 
Paul  himself  ?  Was  it  an  independent  document,  older 
than  the  canonical  Luke  and  the  basis  of  it  ?  This  is 
the  view  upheld  by  Ritschl  ^  and  Baur  ^  with  great 
acuteness,  and  maintained  with  an  amount  of  ingenuity 
which  might  have  been  more  usefully  applied.  Was  it 
the  gospel  of  Luke,  abridged  and  mutilated  to  suit  his 
purpose  ?  Such  is  the  opinion  of  Tertullian,  Irenaius, 
Epiphanius,  and  the  fathers  generally,  which  Volkmar^ 
has  proved  with  convincing  arguments  against  Ritschl 
and  Baur.  The  old  opinion  will  not  be  seriously  dis- 
turbed again  while  the  treatise  of  Yolkmar  exists. 
Doctrinal  motives  led  the  Gnostic  heretic  to  alter  and 
mutilate  the  third  gospel.  The  Pauline  type  of  doctrine 
harmonised  best  with  Marcion's  anti- Jewish  gnosis. 

The  use  of  Marcion's  gospel  now  is  to  correct 
Luke's  text,  or  to  furnish  at  least  some  readings  equal 
in  value  to  those  of  ancient  MSS.  A  few  original  ones 
may  be  collected  from  the  fragments  which  remain. 
Thus  in  xi.  2,  it  is  probable  that  his  '  let  thy  Holy 
Spirit  come  '  is  original,  instead  of  '  hallowed  be  thy 
name,'  borrowed  apparently  from  Matt.  vi.  9.  In  x.  22, 
it  is  pretty  certain  that  the  original  reading  was  '  no  one 
hiew^  the  Father,  save  the  Son,'  etc.  ;  the  present  tense 
knoweth  having  got  into  the  text  from  the  use  made  of 
the  aorist  by  the  Gnostics.  The  same  reading  is  im- 
plied in  Justin.^  It  is  also  in  the  Clementine  Homilies,^ 
with  a  slight  variation.  According  to  Irena3us,''  the 
Marcosians  had  it.  Clement  and  Origen  use  it  in  almost 
all  their  citations,  and  Tertullian  has  cognovit  (knew).^ 

'  Das  Evangelium  Marcion's  und  das  kanonische  Ecangelium  des  Lucas. 
1846. 

'  Kritische  Untersuchungen  iiher  die  kanonischen  Ecangdien,  p.  397, 
ft  seq. 

^  Das  Evangeliwn  Marcion's.  1852.  *  eyi'to  not  yivoia-Kd. 

*  Apol.  i.  G3.     Dial.  100.  6  xvii.  4  ;  xviii.  4,  13,  20. 

^  Adv.  Ilcrris.  i.  20.  3.  8  j^^i^,  Mnrcion.  ii,  27. 
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It  is  also  biglily  probable  that  Marcion  has  preserved 
the  original  text  in  Luke  xviii.  19,  '  Why  callest  thou 
me  good  ?  One  is  good,  the  Father.'  ^  The  same 
applies  to  v.  39,  which  verse  was  omitted  by  Marcion  ; 
and  the  sense  is  better  without  it.  In  xvii.  2,  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  reading,  '  it  were  good  for  him  if 
he  had  not  been  horn,^  ^  be  older  than  our  present  one. 
In  xvi.  17,  'it  is  easier  for  heaven  and  earth  to  pass 
away,  than  for  one  tittle  of  my  words  to  fall ; '  ^  the 
originality  of  the  phrase  in  italics  is  advocated  by  Baur 
and  Hilgenfeld,  not  only  because  they  suit  the  context, 
but  because  Tertullian  seems  to  admit  them  and  does 
not  accuse  his  opponent  of  altering  the  text. 

TIME    AND    PLACE    OF    WRITING. 

We  have  just  seen  that  the  gospel  was  prior  to  Mar- 
cion, i.e.  before  a.d.  130.  An  old  witness  to  the  exis- 
tence of  it  has  been  found  in  the  New  Testament  itself, 
viz.  1  Tim.  v.  18,  where  we  read,  ^  for  the  Scripture  saith, 
Thou  shalt  not  muzzle  the  ox  that  treadeth  out  the  corn. 
And,  The  labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hire.^  The  formula. 
The  Scripture  saifh,  marks  the  words  as  a  quotation  ; 
and  the  latter  clause  occurs  only  in  Luke  x.  7.  The 
quotation  does  not  carry  the  date  of  Luke  up  to  the  first 
century,  nor  beyond  a.d.  110  ;  for  the  first  epistle  to 
Timothy  was  not  written  by  Paul. 

It  was  regarded  at  first  as  the  document  of  a  private 
man,  which  put  forth  no  claims  to  apostolicity  or  public 
authority  ;  and  Marcion  introduced  it  into  the  circle  of 
apostolic  writings  by  using  it  as  a  primitive  source  of 
Pauline  doctrine. 

The  work  itself  exhibits  evidence  of  appear'ng  after 
the  destruction  of  Jerusalem.  The  immediate  coming 
of  the  Son  of  man  is  not  held  forth.     Thus  when  Mat- 

'   ri  (or  ^rj)  /if  Xe'yerf  ayadov ;  etj  iariv  dyaOos,  6  Trari'jp, 

*   XvcrireXei  avTcS  et  ovk  iyfvrjdrj. 

^  rSiv  \6ya)V  fj.ov  fxiav  Kfpaiav  iricnlv. 
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tliew  says,  '  There  be  some  standing  here  which  shall 
not  taste  of  death  till  they  see  the  Son  of  man  coming 
in  his  kingdom,'  Luke  has,  '  till  they  see  the  kingdom 
of  God.'  In  Matthew,  after  Jesus  had  announced  the 
impending  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  the  apostles  ask 
'  When  shall  these  things  be  ?  and  what  shall  be  the 
sign  of  thy  commg,  and  of  the  end  of  the  world  ? '  but 
in  Luke  the  apostles  merely  repeat  the  first  question 
about  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  '  What  sign  will  there 
be  when  these  things  (the  destruction  of  Jerusalem) 
shall  come  to  pass  ?  '  Matthew  puts  the  destruction  of 
Jerusalem  and  the  second  advent  in  close  succession, 
'  immediately  after  the  tribulation  of  those  days,'  etc.  ; 
while  Luke  writes,  '  These  things  must  first  come  to 
pass,  but  the  end  is  not  immediately.''  '  Before  all  these 
things  they  shall  lay  their  hands  on  you  and  persecute 
you,'  etc.  It  is  also  observable,  that  whereas  Matthew 
makes  the  second  coming  succeed  the  desecration  of  the 
temple  as  a  part  of  the  end  (xxiv.  14),  Luke  omits  the 
words  '  then  shall  the  end  come,'  putting  '  And  when  ye 
shall  see  Jerusalem  compassed  with  armies,  then  know 
that  the  desolation  thereof  is  nigh^  (xxi.  20).  A  careful 
comparison  shows  that  Luke  separates  two  events  which 
Matthew  puts  closely  together.  The  destruction  of 
Jerusalem  was  already  past.  xxi.  24  implies  that 
Jerusalem  had  been  trodden  down  by  the  Gentiles,  till 
their  times  shoidd  be  fulfilled.  Experience  had  shown 
that  no  alteration  or  improvement  in  the  existing  state 
of  things  could  be  expected  soon  after  the  Jewish  state 
was  dissolved  ;  but  that  the  Roman  yoke  must  be  en- 
dured for  a  while.  When  this  evangelist  wrote,  the 
Christians  had  been  exposed  to  persecution,  which  is 
put  before  the  wars  and  rebellions,  reversing  the  order 
of  succession  given  by  Matthew,  and  showing  that  the 
latter  had  not  occurred,  though  the  persecutions  had. 
The  writer  indicates  a  date  posterior  to  the  destruction 
of  Jerusalem  by  changing  the  succession  of  events. 
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These  considerations,  along  with  the  gospel's  posteri- 
ority to  that  of  Matthew,  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
was  not  written  before  the  befi'inninoj  of  the  second  cen- 
tury,  perhaps  about  a.d.  110. 

It  is  not  easy  to  ascertain  the  birthplace  of  the 
document.  Some  phenomena  favour  Kome  ;  others, 
Asia  Minor.  The  former  is  more  proljable.  The  writer 
supposes  that  his  readers  were  not  well  acquainted  with 
Palestine,  as  we  see  from  i.  26  ;  iv.  31  ;  xxiv.  13.  But 
his  geographical  explanations  cease,  when  the  narrative 
relates  to  Italy  (Acts  xxviii.).  Hence  it  is  likely  that 
he  wrote  in  Rome.  Kostlin's  attempt  to  fix  upon 
Ephesus  has  been  refuted  by  Zeller  ;  and  the  Achaia  or 
Macedonia  hypothesis  of  Hilgenfeld  is  as  baseless  as  the 
Cagsarean  one  of  Michaelis  and  Tholuck.  If  the  gospel 
was  written  at  Rome,  Marcion  got  his  first  knowledge 
of  it  there. 

SOURCES. 

Inquiry  into  the  sources  of  Luke  yields  little  profit. 
Beyond  the  very  probable  view  that  the  evangelist  used 
the  canonical  Matthew,  and  the  Gospel  according  to  the 
Hebrews,  there  is  much  uncertainty.  In  ix.  51-xviii. 
14,  it  is  likely  that  written  documents  were  employed  ; 
but  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  their  nature  and  number. 
The  hypotheses  of  critics  respecting  Luke's  sources  are 
no  more  than  guesses.  Those  of  Scholten  and  Wittichen 
are  untenable.  Nor  can  Volkmar's  be  approved,  though 
it  seems  a  very  simple  thing  to  make  Mark's  the  one 
source  of  Luke's  gospel.  Baur  and  Keim  are  nearer 
the  truth  ;  Hilgenfeld,  by  associating  Mark  with  ]\Iat- 
thew  for  the  sources  employed,  is  farther  from  it. 

FOR    WHOM    WRITTEN. 

The   immediate  purpose  for  which   the   evangelist 
wrote  was  the  instruction  of  Theophilus,  who  must  have 
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been  a  Gentile,  not  a  native  or  inhabitant  of  Palestine. 
The  epithet  translated  most  excellent  prefixed  to  the 
name,  has  been  thought  to  indicate  rank,  because  it  is 
assigned  to  Felix  and  Festus  in  the  Acts.  But  it  does 
not  necessarily  show  that  he  was  a  man  of  eminence  or 
authority.  The  word  rather  indicates  the  affectionate 
regard  which  the  evangelist  entertained  for  him.^  The 
opinion  that  Theophilus  lived  in  Italy,  perhaps  at  Rome, 
has  been  favourably  received.  It  is  founded  on  his 
supposed  acquaintance  with  the  geography  of  Italy  and 
Sicily,  shown  in  Acts  xxviii.  And  the  fact  that  expla- 
natory geographical  remarks  are  wantmg  in  the  record 
of  apostolic  travels  through  Asia  Minor,  Macedonia,  and 
Greece  (Acts  xiii.-xvi.),  while  the  historian  hastens  to 
the  conclusion  in  the  latter  part  of  the  book,  is  supposed 
to  favour  the  same  view.  Little  weight  belongs  to 
that  sort  of  proof.  That  the  evangelist  had  a  Gentile 
or  Gentiles  in  view,  is  apparent  from  the  tenor  of  the 
gospel.  Many  of  his  explanations  would  have  been  un- 
necessary for  Jews,  as  '  the  feast  of  unleavened  bread 
drew  nigh,  ivhich  is  called  the passover''  (xxii.  1);  'and 
at  night  he  went  out,  and  abode  in  the  mount  that  is 
called  the  mount  of  Olives  '  (xxi.  37);  '  Capernaum,  a  city 
of  Galilee '  (iv.  31);  'a  city  of  Galilee  named  Nazareth  ' 
(i.  26);  '  Arimathea,  a  city  of  the  Jeics''  (xxiii.  51); 
'  the  country  of  the  Gadarenes,  which  is  over  against 
Galilee^  (viii.  26);  '  Emmaus,  which  was  f  om  Jerusalem 
about  threescore  furlongs  '  (xxiv.  13).  He  also  appears  to 
give  the  Greek  inscription  over  the  cross.  The  genea- 
logy of  Jesus  is  traced  up  to  Adam,  the  common  parent 
of  the  human  family  ;  while  Matthew  traces  it  to  Abra- 
ham. The  reigns  of  Roman  emperors  are  also  employed 
for  marking  the  date  of  Jesus's  birth  arid  John's  preach- 
ing. Again,  while  Matthew,  referring  to  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, speaks  of  what  Moses  said,  or  of  that  which  was 
spoken  by  God,  Luke  refers  to  what  is  written.     There 

'  It  was  not  unusual  to  employ  it  as  nearly  synonymous  with  (f)iXTaTos, 
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is,  therefore,  little  doubt  that  the  evangelist,  himself  a 
Gentile,  wrote  for  Gentiles,  as  Origen  long  ago  remarked. 
He  meant  to  instruct  Theophilus,  that  the  friend  might 
have  a  consecutive  history  on  which  he  could  rely. 

LANGUAGE    AND    STYLE. 

The  diction  of  the  evangelist  is  the  same  in  substance 
as  that  of  the  other  synoptists  ;  purer  and  less  Hebraic, 
with  the  exception  of  the  first  two  chapters.  The  pre- 
face is  remarkably  pure,  presenting  a  contrast  not  only 
to  the  1st  chapter,  which  has  many  Hebraisms,  but  in  a 
less  marked  degree  to  the  whole  of  the  gospel.  It  has 
therefore  been  thought,  that  had  the  author  been  at 
liberty  to  follow  his  own  inclination  or  judgment,  the 
work  would  have  been  composed  in  more  classical 
Greek. 

The  three  hymns  in  the  1st  chapter,  which  are  chiefly 
made  up  of  passages  from  the  Old  Testament,  are  the 
most  Hebraic ;  next  to  them,  the  speeches  incorporated 
in  the  narrative ;  last  of  all,  the  narrative  itself.  The 
following  are  the  leading  peculiarities. 

1.  iyevero  iu  roJ,  i.e.  "2  ''7^\^  with  an  infinitive  fol- 
lowing, occurs  twenty-three  times  ;  in  Mark  twice  ;  not 
in  Matthew.  The  construction  iu  rw  with  the  infinitive 
occurs  thirty-seven  times  in  Luke ;  in  Matthew  thrice. 

2.  iyevero  a)s  in  designations  of  time,  six  times ;  or 
&)9  without  iyeveTo,  nine  times. 

3.  iyeveTo  Se  or  /cat  iyevero  with  /cat  and  /cat  tSov, 
ii.  6-9 ;  v.  12,  17,  18  ;  viii.  40,  41 ;  ix.  29,  30,  37-39 ; 
xiv.  1,  2  ;  xxiv.  4. 

4.  The  combination  of  a  protasis  (such  as  /cat  ev  rto 
with  an  infinitive  or  /cat  iyevero)  with  an  apodosis  be- 
ginning with  /cat  is  peculiar  to  Luke,  ii.  27,  28  ;  v.  1. 

5.  Two  substantives  are  united,  the  latter  serving  to 
explain  the  former.  This  is  especially  tlie  case  with 
dSt/cta,   a  word  that  does  not  occur  m  Matthew,  but 

VOL.  I.  I  I 
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which  is  four  times  in  Luke  :  xiii.  27  ;  xvi.  8,  9  ;  xviii.  G. 
Similar  combinations  are  ^aTrrto-^a  fxeravoias  iii.  3; 
TTvevjxa  ^aLfxovLOV  iv.  33.  ' 

6.  The  frequent  use  of  /capSta  answering  to  ^7  is 
seen  in  such  phrases  as  hiariqpelv,  avfi/^dWeiv  iu  ry 
KanSia,  TiOeaOai  iv  rats  /capStat?. 

7/ vi/zto-Tog,  IV';^'  i®  applied  to  God  five  times. 
Mark  has  it  once. 

8.  oT/cos,  meaning  household,  family,  n]Z,  is  peculiar 
to  the  third  gospel  and  the  Acts,  though  found  in  the 

epistles. 

9.  oLTTo  Tov  vvv,  Hnj^D,  occurs  four  times. 

1(3.  vo/xtKot  is  used  six  times  for  the  customary 
ypa^[iaTel<;,  because  more  intelligible  to  Gentiles. 

11.  iTna-Tdrr]^;  for  pa^/3t,   also   six  times,  shows  a 

like  preference. 

12.  diTTeLV  \vxvov  or  Trvp  instead  of  Kaiuv  Xvx^ov, 
four  times ;  not  in  Matthew  or  Mark. 

13.  The  sea  of  Galilee  is  called  Xii^vr),  not  OdXao-aa, 

five  times. 

14.  Tra/DaXeXv/xeVos  occurs  twice  (or  once,  accordmg 
to  another  reading).     Matthew  and  Mark  have  always 

TJ-anaXvTiKO?.  •  i      •      r 

15.  The  neuter  participle  with  the  article  is  tre- 
quently  employed  instead  of  a  substantive,  as  in  ii.  27 ; 
iv.  16  ;  viii.  34  ;  xxii.  22  ;  xxiv.  14. 

16.  The  infinitive  with  the  genitive  of  the  article, 
indicating  design  or  result :  i.  9,  57,  73  ;  ii.  21,  27  ;  v.  7 ; 
xii.  42  ;  xxi.  22  ;  xxii.  6,  31 ;  xxiv.  16,  25,  29,  twenty- 
five  times  in  all.     Mark  has  it  once,  and  Matthew  six 

17  The  substantive  verb  with  a  participle  is  often 
used  for  the  finite  verb:  i.  10,  20,  21,  22  ;  ii.  26,  51 ;  iv. 
16  20,  31,  38,  44  ;  v.  1,  11,  17,  18,  29  ;  vi.  12  ;  vii.  8  ; 
viii  40  :  ix.  45,  53  ;  xi.  14  ;  xii.  52  ;  xm.  10,  11 ;  xiv.  1 ; 
XV.  1 ;  xvii.  35 ;  xix.  47  ;  xxi.  17,  24 ;  xxiii.  12 ;  xxiv. 
13,  32  ;  forty-eight  times  in  all. 
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18.  The  use  of  Se  /cat  for  the  sake  of  emphasis  is 
frequent,  as  in  ii.  4  ;  iii.  9,  etc. ;  twenty-nine  times  alto- 
gether. 

19.  el  Sk  iJ^yjye  occurs  five  times.  Mark  and  John 
have  only  el  Se  jjltj. 

20.  The  neuter  article  is  put  before  interrogatory 
clauses :  i.  62  ;  ix.  46 ;  xix.  48  ;  xxii.  2,  4,  23,  24. 

21.  The  preposition  crvv  occurs  very  often,  twenty- 
four  times  in  the  gospel,  and  fifty-one  in  the  Acts. 
Matthew  and  Mark  have  /xera  instead,  or  avoid  the  use 
of  it. 

22.  oLTevL^eLv  followed  by  eU,  or  with  the  dative  :  iv. 
20;  xxii,  56.  Paul  is  the  only  other  writer  who  has 
it  twice,  in  the  second  epistle  to  the  Corinthians. 

23.  elnelv  irpos  is  very  frequent  in  the  gospel,  \eyeiv 
7r/305  also  occurs.  So  does  \ak.elv  irpos.  The  first  is 
used  elsewhere  only  in  the  fourth  gospel.  The  same 
construction  is  found  with  other  verbs,  as  anoKpLvecrOaL, 
airayyeWeiv,  crvtprjTelv  :  Xakelu  irepi  tlvo<;  also  occurs  four 
times,  which  the  other  synoptists  avoid. 

24.  Participles  are  frequent,  to  give  vividness  to  the 
narrative,  as  Ihcov^  avaaTois,  eyep6ei<s,  crrpa^ets,  i7no-Tpexjja<s-, 
o"Ta^et9,  eiTicTTds^  ecrrois,  /ca^tcras,  neacov.  Luke  even 
puts  two  together  without  a  copula,  as  ii.  36 ;  iii.  23 ; 
iv.  20;  V.  11,  etc. 

25.  The  evangelist  shows  a  preference  for  verbs 
compounded  with  8ta  and  cTrt,  as  also  for  verbs  com- 
pounded with  two  prepositions,   such  as  Sta/careXey;^- 

O/Attt. 

26.  ap-qp  is  used  with  substantives,  as  d/xapToiXo^ 
V.  8  ;  xix.  7  ;  and  'n-po(f>7]Tr)<s  xxiv.  19. 

27.  'lepovo-aXiy/A  is  commonly  written  ;  'lepovcroXvfxa, 
which  Mark  and  John  alone  have,  being  less  frequent. 
'lepovcrakijix  is  but  once  in  Matthew,  xxiii.  37. 

28.  x^P'''^  occurs  eight  times  in  the  gospel ;  in  the 
Acts  oftener.  It  is  not  in  Matthew  and  Mark  ;  and  in 
Jolm  only  three  times. 

I  T  2 
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29.  evayyekitpii^ai  often  occurs.  It  is  but  once  in 
Matthew ;  never  in  Mark  or  John. 

30.  v7ro(TTpe(l)eLv  occurs  twenty-two  times.  In  Mat- 
thew it  is  not  found  ;  and  in  Mark  but  once. 

31.  e<f)L(TTavai  is  a  favourite  verb  with  the  evangehst. 
It  is  not  used  in  the  other  three  gospels. 

32.  Stepxeo-^at  is  frequent  in  the  gospel  and  the 
Acts.  It  occurs  only  twice  in  Matthew,  Mark,  and 
John  respectively. 

33.  TTapaxprjfJ^a  occurs  very  often.     It  is  only  twice 

in  Matthew. 

34.  evoiTTiov  is  twenty-one  times  in  the  gospel ;  once 
in  John,  and  not  in  Matthew  or  Mark. 

35.  Luke  in  general  is  fond  of  words  and  expres- 
sions indicative  of  fulness,  such  as  77X17^779,  irkr^poa), 
ttXtJ^w,  TrXrjOwoi,  irXrjpocfyopeo}^  etc. 

36.  eXeo9  occurs  only  in  the  neuter.  Matthew  uses 
it  in  the  masculine. 

37.  Luke  uses  avra?  frequently,  though  it  seldom 
appears  elsewhere.  It  occurs  but  nine  times  in  the 
New  Testament  besides. 

38.  Luke  is  partial  to  koI  avrd?,  as  he  uses  it  twenty- 
eio-ht  times.  In  Matthew  it  only  occurs  two  or  three 
times  ;  in  Mark  four  or  five  times,  kol  avrot  occurs 
thirteen  times  ;  in  Mark  not  at  all,  and  in  Matthew  but 
twice.  avT09  6  is  used  fourteen  times  by  Luke,  three 
times  by  Mark,  and  once  by  Matthew. 

39.  /cat  ovTos  five  times.  Only  in  Matt.  xxvi.  71. 
Luke  alone  unites  this  pronoun  with  an  interrogative 
or  numeral  without  a  connecting  particle,  as  xvi.  2  ; 
xxiv.  26.  He  also  puts  oti  after  rovro  x.  11  ;  xii.  39, 
which  Matthew  and  Mark  never  do.  In  one  case  Iva 
follows  the  latter,  i.  43. 

40.  Luke  is  partial  to  the  use  of  the  infinitive  with 
the  article.  Besides  Sta  to,  which  occurs  much  oftener 
than  in  Matthew  and  Mark,  he  has  trpo  and  /xera  with 
the  infinitive. 


THE   GOSPEL   OF   LUKE.  485 

41.  Tt9  a/Da,  Tt  apa,  i.  Q>Q  ;  viii.  25  ;  xii.  42  ;  xxii. 
23,  also  in  the  Acts.  In  Mark  twice,  and  in  Matthew 
four  times. 

42.  The  form  hovvai^  with  the  dative  of  a  person 
and  accusative  of  a  thing,  is  often  emplo3^ed,  as  in  i.  73, 
etc. 

43.  tSetv  TO  yeyov6<;  ii.  15  ;  viii.  34.  Mark  has 
yeyovo^  but  once,  and  then  in  a  different  construction 
from  Luke. 

44.  fjiera  ravra  often  occurs,  bat  is  m  neither  Mat- 
thew nor  Mark. 

45.  The  word  arpaffteis  eight  times.  Only  twice  in 
Matthew. 

46.  TToXXa  erepa  iii.  18  ;  xxii.  65. 

47.  Peculiar  combinations  with  /caret.  Thus  Luke 
alone  has  Kara  to  e6o';,  or  Kara  to  elcoOo^,  or  K-ara  to 
eWLCTfJiei/ov.  KaO*  rffiepau  five  times.  /car'  €to<s  ii.  41. 
The  preposition  is  also  used  with  the  genitive  in  a  pecu- 
liar way  to  denote  place  :  iv.  14  ;  xxiii.  5. 

48.  The  individualising  expressions  et?  ret  wra  i. 
44  ;  ix.  44  ;  iu  rots  cjctlv  iv.  21  ;  and  els  ra?  aKods 
vii.  1. 

49.  Paraphrastic  expressions  with  evpCa-Keuv  v.  19  ; 
xix.  48  ;  and  e^^Lv  tl  iroLeiv  vii.  42  ;  ix.  58  ;  xi.  6  ;  xii. 
17,  50  ;  xiv.  14. 

50.  /cat  ore  and  /cat  w?  often  introduce  the  protasis. 

51.  The  perfect  participle  of  lo-ttjixl  and  its  com- 
pounds is  never  ecrTTjKcoq,  but  always  ecrrw?. 

52.  With  respect  to  particles,  /xev  ovv  and  re  mark 
Luke's  phraseology,  though  the  latter  occurs  four  times 
in  Matthew,  and  once  in  Mark  ;  also  Kat  yap  and   tSou 

W- 

53.  et9  EKacTTos  peculiar  to  Luke. 

54.  Ta  Trepi  tlpo<s  xxii.  37  ;  xxiv.  19,  27  ;  only  in  the 
epistles  to  the  Philippians  and  Colossians  besides. 

55.  The  interrogative  rts  av  i.  62  ;  vi.  11  ;  ix.  46. 

56.  vopit^eLv  with  the  accusative  and  infinitive  after  it. 
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57.  Luke  often  uses  a  plural  relating  to  a  preceding 
irkrjOos,  as  xix.  37. 

58.  XaXelv  prjixa  i.  65  ;  ii.  17,  50  ;  only  in  Matt.  xii. 
36. 

59.  Of  all  the  New  Testament  writers,  Luke  has 
oftenest  the  relative  of  attraction.  There  are  examples 
in  which  the  relative  pronoun  adapts  its  case  to  that 
of  TTct?  immediately  preceding  :  iii.  19  ;  ix.  43  ;  xix. 
37;  xxiv.  25. 

60.  Luke  is  fonder  of  the  optative  than  others,  in 
the  indirect  construction  :  i.  29,  62  ;  iii.  15  ;  vi.  11  ;  ix. 
46  ;  XV.  26  ;  xviii.  36  ;  xxii.  23. 

61.  The  name  of  the  father  without  the  article  is 
put  after  Bvydjiqp  i.  5  ;  ii.  36  ;  xiii.  16  ;  xxiii.  28.  This 
appears  elsewhere  only  in  citations  :  Matt.  xxi.  5  ;  John 
xii.  15  ;  Hebr.  xi.  24. 

62.  Combinations  with  17/xepa,  especially  rjjxepa  twv 
(Ta^^arov  or  tov  craySySarov :  iv.  16  ;  xiii.  14,  16  ;  xiv.  5. 

63.  Trplv  Tj  is  connected  with  the  conjunctive  in  ii. 
26  ;  perhaps  in  xxii.  34.  Elsewhere  it  is  always  fol- 
lowed by  the  infinitive. 

64.  No  other  evangelist  speaks  of  the  Trvevp^a  ayiov 
as  often  as  Luke,  who  has  peculiar  expressions  along 
with  it,  such  as  TrXrjadrjvaL  Trvev/xaro?  ayiov. 

65.  Luke  employs  to  elpiqiidvov  in  citations,  where 
Matthew  has  to  pr^Oiv  :  ii.  24  ;  Acts  ii.  16  ;  xiii.  40. 
So  also  eLpr)TaL  iv.  12.  eipiQKev  xxii.  13.  Only  Mat- 
thew has  elpy)K(os  xxvi.  75. 

66.  Luke  has  vvu  where  Matthew  has  dpTu.  The 
latter  he  never  employs. 

67.  dfji(f)6TepoL  occurs  six  times,  three  times  in  the 
Acts.  In  Matthew  three  times. 

68.  dvatpelv  xxii.  2  ;  xxiii.  32.  Only  once  in  Mat- 
thew. 

69.  dvLo-TavaL,  especially  the  forms  dveo-Tr),  dvacrToi^, 
etc.,  are  much  commoner  in  Luke  than  in  the  other 
evangelists. 
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70.  anas  twenty  times  in  the  gospel  alone,  and 
nearly  as  many  in  the  Acts.  In  Matthew  and  Mark 
three  times  each. 

71.  dxpi'  four  times.  Except  Matt.  xxiv.  38,  the 
other  evangelists  have  /xexpt. 

72.  fioav  three  times,  and  once  in  a  quotation.  The 
other  evangelists  have  it  only  in  quotations. 

73.  l3pa)(L(x)v  except  in  Luke  only  once  in  John. 

74.  Set.  Luke  uses  it  oftener  than  all  the  New  Testa- 
ment writers  together,  and  especially  with  /xe,  ii.  49, 
etc. 

75.  Seo/zat,  only  in  Matt.  ix.  38  besides. 

76.  Sex^crdai  fifteen  times.  In  Matthew  six,  and  in 
Mark  three  times. 

77.  BiavoCyeLv  ii.  23  ;  xxiv.  31,  32,  45.  Only  in 
Mark  vii.  34,  35,  besides. 

78.  Siaracro-etv,  only  once  in  Matthew  besides. 

79.  Sto  i,  35  ;  vii.  7  ;  and  ten  times  in  the  Acts. 
Only  once  in  Matthew,  not  in  Mark. 

80.  So^d[,€Lv  rov  Oeov  eight  times.  Twice  in  Mat- 
thew, and  once  in  Mark. 

81.  iav  iv.  41  ;  xxii.  51.  In  the  Acts  eight  times. 
Only  once  in  Matthew. 

82.  edos  three  times.     Once  in  John. 

83.  elcrdyeLv,  only  once  in  John,  but  frequent  in 
Luke.     Not  in  Matthew  or  Mark. 

84.  €la(f>epeLv  four  times,  and  once  in  the  Acts. 
Matthew  has  it  once. 

85.  ekTTtt,€a>  three  times,  m  the  Acts  twice.  Once 
in  Matthew  and  once  in  John. 

86.  ivavTLov^  only  in  Mark  besides,  ii.  12,  where  the 
reading  is  doubtful. 

87.  ivddSe  xxiv.  41,  and  five  times  in  the  Acts. 
Elsewhere  only  in  John  iv.  15,  16. 

88.  eVcoTTtot' twenty  times.  Not  in  Matthew  or  Mark ; 
and  only  once  in  John. 
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89.  i^ai(f>vr)<s  ii.  13  ;  ix.  39  ;  the  Acts.  Only  in 
Mark  xiii.  36  besides. 

90.  iiraipeiv  six  times.  Once  in  Matthew,  four 
times  in  John. 

91.  eVtXa/xySaveo-^at  five  times.  Once  in  Matthew, 
and  once  in  Mark. 

92.  eVtTriVretv  i.  12  ;  XV.  20,  eight  times  in  the 
Acts.  Not  in  Matthew.  In  Mark  once.  In  John 
once. 

93.  eVto-zceTTTeo-^at  three  times  in  the  gospel,  and 
three  times  in  the  Acts.  Twice  in  Matthew,  but  in  no 
other  evangelist. 

94.  ero*i,  a  favourite  word.  Only  once  in  Matthew, 
and  twice  in  Mark. 

95.  evayyeXiCeaOaL  ten  times.  Only  once  in  Mat- 
thew. 

96.  evkoydv  nva  ii.  34  ;  vi.  28  ;  ix.  16  ;  xxiv.  50- 
53.     Once  in  Matthew  (?),  and  once  in  Mark. 

97.  rjyelaOaL  xxii.  26.  In  the  Acts,  four  times. 
Only  in  the  citation  Matt.  ii.  6  besides. 

98.  davixatjeiv  iiri,  rivi  four  times.     Once  in  Mark. 

99.  lKav6<i  nine  times.  Eighteen  times  in  the  Acts. 
Three  times  each  in  Matthew  and  Mark. 

100.  t/Aartcr/Aos  twice,  once  in  the  Acts.  Matt, 
xxvii.  35  ? 

101.  KaOaipelv  three  times,  and  in  the  Acts  three 
times.     Twice  in  Mark. 

102.  KaTavoelv  four  times.     Once  in  Matthew. 

103.  KaTa(f)LXeLv  three  times  in  the  gospel,  and  once 
in  the  Acts.     One  in  Matthew  and  Mark  each. 

104.  KoviopT6<;  twice  in  the  gospel,  and  twice  in  the 
Acts.     Once  in  Matthew. 

105.  Kraa-dai  twice,  in  the  Acts  three  times.  Once 
in  Matthew. 

106.  XaTpevecv  three  times.  Five  times  in  the  Acts. 
Once  in  Matthew  in  a  quotation. 
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107.  Xt/xos  four  times.  Once  in  Matthew,  and  once 
in  Mark. 

108.  oLKovix^vT)  three  times.  The  Acts,  five  times  ; 
Matthew,  once. 

109.  6p6po<s  once  in  the  gospel,  and  once  in  the 
Acts.     In  John  viii.  2  ? 

110.  TreixTTeLv  frequent  in  Luke.  Only  once  in  Mark, 
and  four  times  in  Matthew. 

111.  Tr\y]0o<s,  a  favourite  word,  especially  with  irav 
TO  before  it.     It  occurs  only  in  the  singular.     Mark  iii. 

112.  TToieiv  TLVL  TL  1.  25,  49  ;  viii.  39.  TLfxeTd  Tivo<s, 
i.  58,  72  ;  x.  37  ;  the  Acts.  Such  expressions  as  Troielv 
KpdTo<;  i.  51_;  XvTpoicriv  i.  68  ;  eXeos  i.  72  ;  x.  37  ; 
iKSiKyjcTLV  xviii,  7,  8. 

113.  irpocrBoKav  six  times.     Matthew,  twice. 

114.  irpoa-riOevai  often.  Twice  in  Matthew,  and 
twice  in  Mark. 

115.  crvyKoXeiv  four  times.     Mark,  once, 

116.  o-vWafx/SdueLv  seven  times.  In  Matthew  and 
Mark  once  each. 

117.  (Tvv€)((E.Lv  six  times.     Once  in  Matthew. 

118.  TVTTTeiv  five  times.  Matthew  twice.  Mark 
once. 

119.  vTrdp^eiv  seven  times  in  the  gospel,  and  much 
oftener  in  the  Acts  ;  but  not  in  the  other  gospels. 

120.  vTToheLKvvvai  three  times  in  the  gospel,  and 
twice  in  the  Acts.     Matthew  has  it  once. 

121.  ^vkdcraeiv  six  times.  Once  in  Matthew  and 
Mark  each. 

122.  )((xKav  twice  in  the  gospel,  three  times  in  the 
Acts.     Once  in  Mark. 

123.  Several  Latin  words  are  used  by  the  evangelist : 
SrjudpLov  vii.  41  ;  Xeyewv  viii.  30  ;  aovhdpiov  xix.  20  ; 
dcrcrdpiov  xii.  6  ;  ixohio^  xi.  33. 

124.  The  following  are  used  by  Luke  alone  among 
the  evangelists  : — 
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a/Svcrcro?,  ayaXXtao'ts,  ayKaXr),  aypa,  aypavXelv^  ayo)- 
via^  arjhia (  ?),  atrtov,  at^aXooro?,  aWoyevqq^  djaTreXovpyds, 
aix(f)Ld^€LV  [  ?),  avdyeiv,  dvdyecrOai  to  set  sai],  dvaheiKVvvai^ 
di^ctSet^t?,  dvad-qixa^  duaiSeia,  dua^rjTelv,  dvaKa6it,eiv,  dvd- 
X-qxpLSt  dvdnrjpo'?^  dvairpdcrcreiv  {^^)^  dvaiTTvaaeiv  (?),  dvd- 
TTTeiv^  dvacnrCLV,  dvaTaacreadaLj  dvatpati'eadaL,  dua(f)covelu, 
dt'e/cXetTTTO?,  dvepSeKTo<5,  dvevpCcrKeuu,  dv 6 op-oXoyexa 6 ai^  du- 
opOovv^  dpT6L7r€LU,  dvTifidXXeiv,  dvTiKaXelv,  dvTiXeyeiv,  dvTt- 
Trapep^eadaL,  dvTiTripav^  dvoiTepov,  d^iovv,  diraiTUV,  diraX- 
XolcraeLi^,  dTrapri(Tix6<;,  dnoypdcfyeiv  to  tax,  diroypa^ri^ 
dnoSe^eaOaL,  dTTodXi^eiv^  drroKXeULV,  dTToXet^eiv^  diro- 
ixacrcreiv,  dTTOTrXvveiv  (  ?),  dnopCa,  d7roaTO[xaTL^€LV^  diro- 
TeXelv  (  ?),  dTTOTLvdcrcreLV,  dTTOxjjv^eLV,  dps-,  aporpov,  o-px'^' 
TeXaivr}<;,  dcTTpdnTeLU,  dreKvos,  dreuL^eiv,  drep^  dT07ro<;,  iiri 
rrjv  avptov,  avcrTr)p6^,  Kara  rd  avrd  noielv,  atiroTTTT^?, 
a(f)avT0<5,  d(f)po<;,  dc()VTrvovv,  d)(apL(7Toq,  ySa^ew?,  ^advveLV^ 
^aXdvTiov^  ^apvveiv  (  ?  ) ,  ret  ySacrtXeta,  ^dro';,  /BeXovr],  /3oXt], 
/3oppd9,  ^ovXr)  Tov  0eov,  ^owos,  ^paSv<5,  ^pa^y^,  ^pe)(€iv 
to  moisten,  ^pi<l)o<;,  yS/ococrt/^io?,  fivaaos,  yetrco*/,  yeXdu, 
yrjpa<i,  ytueadai  avv  tlvl,  yi^wcrrds  known,  SaKTvXLOU,  8a- 
vetcrTi7?,  Sandur},  Seyja l<s,  Sea-fJielu  and  rd  Secrjxa,  SecnroTr^s 
in  addressing  God,  SevrepoTrpwro?,  SiaftaiveLu,  Sia/BdXXeLv, 
hiayvoi pit,€.iv^  ^iayoyyvt,eiv ^  Ziaypiqyopeiv^  StaStSdi^at,  Sta- 
Kouia,  SiaXaXelvj  SiaXetTteti',  hiap,apTv pea 6 ai^  Sta/Ae^tcrjad?, 
hiaveveiv^  Stavdi^/xa,  hLavvKrepeveiv^  Sianopelp,  Sianpayixa- 
revecr^at,  Stacreteti^,  StaTapdcrcreLV^  SiaTrjpelp,  Start^ecr^at, 
^La(f)vXdTTeLU,  5ta;)(cuy3t^ecr^at,  Siijyrja-is,  Suardvai^  hucr- 
^fyoi^ecr^at,  SLKacrT7]<i,  StoSevetv,  Stdrt,  Sdy/ia,  SovXr),  So^r^, 
Spaxp^yj,  'E/^paLKOs,  iyKdOero^,  eyKvos,  iSaffyCieLU,  et^tcr/xe- 
voVj  e/c/co/xt^etv,  iKKpejxa(T0aL,  iKXeirreiu,  eKp^dcraeiv^  eKfJLv 
KTiqpitjeip^  eKTeXelvj  eKTepecrTepov,  eKcfjepeLv,  iK^dopeLV,  eX/co9, 
eXKovf,  EXXrji'LKoSj  e/x/8dXXetv,  ifXTTLfJiTrXdi'aL,  ef^fto/So'?^  ev- 
avri^  iuSex^crOaL,  ipeSpeveti',  eVetvat,  ipLcr)(veiP,  ippvetp,  ipo- 
^Xeti',  i^aLTelaSai,  k^acTTpdTTTUP,  ^^^??  eTrayyeXta,  eTraOpol- 
^ecr^at,  iTraLTclp,  err ap 4 px^cT 9 ai^  eTretSi^Trep,  iTTeucrepxecrdaL, 
iTrepxeadai,  e7rt/3t/3d^eiv,  eVt/SXeTret^',  eVtSetz^,  inLKeladocij 
eTTLKpipeLP,  eTTtXet^eti^,  eVt/xeXwg,  inLTrpiyeLP,  iTTLiropeveaOai, 
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ivLppLTTTeLV,  eTncTiTKTiJioq^  i7rL(T)(yeLP,  iiriffxoveLu,  iTnxeipelv, 
iTTLX^eiu,  at  eprjjxoL  the  wilderness,  ecr^Tys,  ecr6r)crL<s  (?), 
ecnrepa,  evepyeTr]<i,  €v0eTO<;,  €v\a^ij<;^  evpicTKeLV  ^dpiv^  evTO- 
VW5,  ev(j)opelv^  exx^paiveiv,  i<f)r)p.epLa,  ^evyo^,  rjyepoveveLV, 
r)'ye[xovLa,  rjfXLdavTJ';,  to  rjXO<s^  6dpL^o<^^  Oelov,  defxekiov, 
Oeoipia,  6paveLV,  Opofi/Sos,  SvpCafJia,  Ovpnav,  tacrt?,  ISpcos, 
lepareCa,  lepareveLv,  lKpd<;,  ikdaKecrdai,  tcra)?,  KCtSo?,  KaOe- 
^rj'?,  KaOiivai^  KadoirXi^ecrdaL,  /cavort,  KaKovpyo^,  Kara- 
^aiveiv  fieToi  TLfO^,  /carctySacrtg,  /caraSeeti^,  KaTaKXeUiv, 
KaraKkiveiv,  KaTaKoXovdelv,  KaTaKpr)fxvL^€iUj  KaTaXiOd^eii', 
Karavtveiv,  KaraKkeieiv^  KaracrvpeLV,  Karacr<f)dTT€iv,  Kara- 
^v^ELV,  KaTepx^crOat,  Karrfx^lv,  /cepa/xo?,  /cepag,  Kepdnov, 
KTjpiov,  KXacrt?  (tov  dprov),  Kkivei  r)  rjixepa,  kXlvlSlov, 
KXicrCa,  Kop-it^eiv  actively,  Koirpia  and  KonpLOs,  Kopa^, 
Kopos,  KpanrdXr)^  KpdricrTo<s^  Kpdros,  KpvTTTr),  XafxnpMs, 
XafevTo?,  Xeto?,  Xrjpo<s,  XCfxvr),  XvcrtreXet,  XvTpovv,  Xvrpwo-t?, 
fjiaKapi^eiu,  /aa/cpo?,  /Ltacrro?,  jxeyaXeCa,  /aeyaXetoTT^?,  fjce- 
Xto-(rto9,  ixepL(TT'r]<;,  /u-ereoj/:  t^ecr^at,  /neVo^^o?,  fJLyjv,  ixiaOio<?, 
fxva,  fM6yL<;,  vo/aoStSctcr/caXo?,  votos,  oSe,  oSeutiv,  oSwdcrOat, 
olKoSofxelv,  oiKTipixoiv^  oIkou6ixo<;^  oiKovoixCa,  oiKovopieiv, 
ofx^po^i,  ofiiXeLU,  6peLho<i,  onoTe,  oTrro^;^  opeLvoq,  opOptt^etv^ 
6pdpL0<;,  ovcna,  6(f)pv<;,  o^j^etcr^aj,,  naycs,  TraiSevetv,  rj  Traiq, 
iraXaiovv,  iraiXTrXriOei,  Trat'So^etoj',  Troi^So^eu?,  7ravTeXe<s, 
Ttapa^idtficrOai^  TrapdSo^ou,  irapaLTelcrdaL,  TrapaKadit^eiv, 
TrupaKoXv-meiv^  7rapaKV7rT€LV,  napdXios,  irapaXvecrOai^  ira- 
paT-rjprjaiS,  vapOevia,  irapoLKeiv,  Trarelv,  vaveaBaL,  ire- 
Slvos,  TTevLXpo'?,  7re/3te^etv,  irepit^d^vvva-dai^  TrepiKpvTTTeiv^ 
TTepiKVKXovv,  TrepiXapiTTiiv^  TrepioiKeiv,  TrepioiKo^,  TTepnriir' 
T€LV,  7T ep KTTidcr 6 ai^  TTTiyavov^  Tne^eiv,  invaKihiov^  ttX^Iv^ 
TrXTJfijxvpa,  TrXovTelv,  nXvveLV,  TTOip.viov^  ttoXlti^?,  nopeCa, 
TTore  sometimes,  ever,  vpdKTOjp,  irpecr^eLa,  Trpea/SvTepLou, 
irpofidXXeiv^  TrpoSoTT)^,  TrpoKoiTTeiv^  TrpofieXeTdi',  nponop- 
eveaOaL,  TrpoaayeLV,  Trpoo-avajBaiveiv^  TrpocravaXtaKeLV 
irpoaSanavdu,  irpoaSoKia,  TTpoa€pydC,e(T0ai,  Trpocre^eiv 
eavTOts,  TT po (TIT oielcr 6 ai,  TTpocrp-qyvvpii,  Trpoaxjjaveiv,  Trpov- 
TTctp^etv,  Trpo(j)epeLv,  TrpoffirJTLS,  TTToeLcrOai,  TTTVcrcreLi',  ttvk- 
vos,  pyjyjxa,  prjjxa  plural,  pojxcpaLa,  crdXos,  aiydv,  (TLKcpa, 
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(rLVLdt,eiv,  crtrevro?,  crLTOixeTptov,  crKoinTeLV^  CTKLprav,  (TKop- 
TTtos,  (TKvXov,  cropos,  (TTTapyavovv,  cnrevSeiv,  cnrXdy^^va, 
(TTelpa^  (TTrjpC^eiP,  arpariqyo^,  aTpaTid,  aTpaToneSou, 
ovyyiveia,  avyKakvuTeLU,  (TvyKvineiv^  (rvyKvpca,  avKoi- 
pavo^^  avKoixopea,  (TVKO(f>avTeLV,  crvWoy linear 6 ai,  (TvpQdX- 
Xetv,  crvpTrapayLuecrdai,  avpTTiTTTeiv^  (Tvixn\r)povp,  crvp,- 
(ficovLa,  (jvva6poil,eiv^  avvavrav,  crvvapiTdt,eLV^  avvelvai, 
(Tvvievai^  crvvoSia,  awTvy^duetu^  avcnrapdrTeiv,  acoT-qp 
and  aoTrjpCa,  ra^ewg,  Tdyo<^^  reXetoGv,  reXetwcrts,  reXecr- 
(jyopeiv,  rerpaTrXov?,  rerpap^elv^  rpavpia,  rpvyav^  rpvycov, 
Tpv(f)7],  Tvy)(dveLV^  Tvp/Bd^ecrOaL,  vyp6<i,  vSpcoTTLKos,  inrdp- 
^ett',  Matthew  has  only  rd  inrdp-^ovTa,  vvepeK^vuecrdaL, 
vTrepij(f)avo<;,  viroSe^eaOaL,  vwokapfBdveiv,  viTopovrj^  vtto- 
(TTpoiVvueLV^  VTTordcraeiv^  vTro^copeiv^  vxjjos,  <f)dpay^,  (fyarvrj, 
cj)[Xr)ixa,  (f)6l3y]Tpov^  ^povipo)^^  (^uetv,  -)(aXdp,  ^ctpa^,  -^dpL<s, 

Luke's  diction  is  comparatively  easy  and  correct. 
Awkward  constructions  such  as  are  found  in  Matthew 
and  Mark  are  generally  avoided.  Thus,  instead  of 
ySXeVere  (xtto  roiv  ypappariov  T(ov  OeXouTcoi  iv  (xroXats 
TepiTTarelv  /cat  danacr  p.ov<;  ev  rats  ay  opals  (Mark 
xii.  38),  Luke  has  ^iXovvroiv  before  do-Tracr/xovg,  which 
takes  away  the  harshness.  Again :  for  dpOponos  et/^t 
VTTO  i^ovcriav  e^oiv  vtt'  epavTov  crr/Dartajras  (Matt.  viii. 
9)  Luke  has  racrcropevos  after  i^ovcrCap,  obviating  the 
harshness  and  obscurity.  Compare  also  the  words  of 
Matthew,  navTes  yap  cjq  irpo^'qTiqv  e^ovcrt  tov  ^loidvvqv 
(xxi.  26),  which  are  not  good  Greek,  with  those  of 
Luke  :  6  Xaos  .  .  .  TreTretcr/xeVos  ecTTiv  ^Icodvvqv  Trpoi^rjTiqv 
elvai. 

The  difference  of  style  between  the  gospel  and  the 
Acts  is  perceptilile,  the  advantage  being  on  the  side  of 
the  latter,  where  we  find  more  ease,  the  result  of  practice. 
As  the  preface  of  the  gospel  is  written  in  purer  Greek 
than  the  gospel  itself,  there  is  a  difference  between  the 
former  and  latter  portions  of  the  Acts — those  relating  to 

'  See  Zellers  Theoloi/ische  Jahrhilcher,  vol.  ii.  p.  450,  et  scq. 
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transactions  not  described  by  a  companion  of  Paul,  and 
such  as  were  taken  by  the  evan^'elist  from  the  diary  of 
a  fellow-traveller  of  the  apostle. 


THE    TAXING    OF    QUIRIXIUS,  IN    ITS    BEARING    ON    THE 
DATE    OF    THE    NATIVITY. 

'  And  it  came  to  pass  in  those  days  that  there  went 
out  a  decree  from  Ca3sar  Augustus,  that  all  the  world 
should  be  taxed.  And  this  taxing  was  first  made  when 
Cyrenius  was  governor  of  Syria.  And  all  went  to  be 
taxed,  every  one  into  his  own  city,'  etc.  (ii.  1-3). 

Here  we  remark  : — 

1.  That  a  general  census,  embracing  the  Roman  em- 
pire and  commanded  by  Augustus,  is  referred  to.  Yet 
no  contemporary  historian  mentions  it.  Dion  Cassius, 
Suetonius,  the  Ancyra  monument,  allude  to  censuses  of 
the  Roman  citizens,  or  to  separate  provincial  valuations ; 
but  a  universal  one  is  unknown. 

2.  The  census  of  Quirinius  took  place  about  ten  years 
after  the  birth  of  Jesus,  and  eleven  or  twelve  years  after 
Archelaus  was  deposed.  This  appears  from  Josephus. 
Hence  it  could  not  have  happened  at  the  time  of  Jesus's 
birth. 

Two  explanations  are  possible  :  either  that  the  cen- 
sus of  Quirinius  has  been  erroneously  transferred  to  the 
period  of  Christ's  birth  ;  or  that  there  was  a  prior  one  un- 
noticed by  contemporary  historians,  to  which  Luke  refers. 
Attempts  to  justify  the  account  which  the  evangelist 
gives  are  not  wanting.  It  has  been  supported  m  dif- 
ferent ways,  but  they  may  all  be  reduced  to  two,  viz. 
an  explanation  on  the  basis  either  of  one  census,  or  of 
two. 

(a.)  Some  undertake  to  explain  the  passage  by  the 
well-known  census  of  Quirinius  (a.d.  6  or  7).  Admit- 
thig  that  an  edict  was  issued  by  Augustus  in  the  days  of 
Herod  for  a  general  registration  of  the  Roman  empire 
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with  a  view  to  taxation,  and  assuming  that  it  inchided 
Judea,  they  say  that  though  Herod  took  measures  for 
its  execution,  he  prevented  its  actual  accomphshment  in 
the  kingdom  over  which  he  reigned  ;  so  that  it  was  not 
carried  into  effect  till  after  his  death,  i.e.  after  the  de- 
position of  Archelaus  and  Quirinius's  appointment  over 
Syria.  Agreeably  to  this,  the  words  of  Luke  are  trans- 
lated, '  This  census,  a  first  one,  was  completed  (took 
effect)  when  Quirinius  was  governor  of  Syria.'  Stress 
is  laid  upon  the  two  words  first  and  was  ;  the  former 
being  emphasised  along  with  the  pronoun  this,  and  the 
latter  denoting,  icas  carried  into  effect.  The  construction 
is  unnatural  ;  the  plain  meaning  being  '  this  first  census 
took  place  when  Quirinius  was  governor  of  Syria.'  A 
slight  variation  of  the  text  turns  the  pronoun  this  into 
itself  by  the  change  of  a  spirit :  ^  Uhe  census  itself  first 
took  effect;'  or,  '  the  first  census  itself  took  effect.'  The 
immediate  context  which  describes  the  progress  of  the 
census  is  against  this  manipulation.  The  idea  of  a  cen- 
sus having  begun  without  being  completed  till  ten  years 
after,  is  in  itself  highly  improbable.  So  isHerod's  con- 
jectural retarding  of  it. 

Others  translate, '  This  census  took  place  before  Quiri- 
nius was  governor  of  Syria,'  rendering  a  superlative  as 
a  comparative.^  That  construction  would  require  an  in- 
finitive, whereas  a  participle  is  used.  It  is  affirmed, 
however,  that  the  one  stands  for  the  other  ;  a  supposi- 
tion creating  two  peculiarities  in  the  same  sentence. 
The  masters  of  Hellenistic  Greek,  Winer,  Fritzsche, 
and  Buttmann,  pronounce  the  construction  impossible. 
Alleged  instances  of  similar  usage  in  John  i.  15,  30, 
XV.  18,  are  not  analogous,  because  the  superlative  is 
there  coupled  with  a  noun  ;  neither  is  the  Septuagint 
example  in  Jeremiah  xxix.  2,  to  the  point,  since  it  has 
a  genitive  absolute.  The  proposed  construction  is  un- 
jxrammatical. 

o 

^  avTi]  for  ailr>7.  '^  tt^wtj;  for  Tvportpa, 
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(h.)  Others  undertake  an  explanation  on  the  basis  of 
a  twofold  governorship  of  Syria.  Can  this  be  histori- 
cally maintained  ?  Many  think  so.  In  1764  the  frag- 
ment of  an  inscription  on  a  gravestone  fomid  near  Tibur 
(Tivoli)  ^  states  that  the  person  to  whom  it  was  dedicated 
was  proconsul  of  Asia  and  twice  governor  of  Syria  and 
Phoenicia.''^  Although  the  name  Quu-mius  does  not 
appear  in  it,  Sanclemente,  Bergmann,  Nipperdey,  and 
Mommsen  refer  it  to  him  ;  but  Zumpt  believes  that  the 
person  meant  is  Sextius  Saturninus,^  and  Huschke, 
Agrippa.  The  difficult}'-  lies  in  finding  room  for  Quiri- 
nius's  first  proconsulship  of  Syria  before  Herod's  death, 
which  took  place  in  the  spring  of  750  A.u.c.  or  4  B.C. 
Varus  was  appointed  to  that  office  in  748  ;  was  he  soon 
displaced  by  Quirinius  ?  There  is  no  evidence  that  he 
was.  Various  expedients  are  adopted  in  order  to  find 
Quirinius 's  administration  of  Syria  a  place  at  the  time 
of  Christ's  bii*th.  He  subdued  the  Homonadenses  in 
Cilicia  ;  and  as  Syria  had  been  probably  annexed  to 
that  country,  he  may  have  been  proconsul  of  it.  This 
is  Mommsen' s  opinion  ;  ^    and  Zumpt  agrees  with  it. 

^  The  editor  of  the  Speaker  s  Commentary  says  that  this  stone  was 
found  in  the  Tiber  ! 

^  Mommsen  gives  it  thus : — 

....  gem  qua  redacta  inpot  .  .  . 
Augusti  populique  Romani  senat  .... 

supplicationes  binas  ob  res  prosp 

ipsi  ornanienta  triumph 

proconsul  Asiam  provinciam  op 

divi  Augusti  terum  Syriam  et  Ph  .... 

i.e.  regem  qua  redacta  in  potestatem  Augusti  populique  Romani  sen  at  us 
supplicationes  binas  ob  res  prospere  gestas  et  ipsi  ornamenta  triumphalia 
decrevit  proconsul  Asiam  provinciam  optinuit  leg.  divi  Augusti  iterum 
Syriam  et  Phoeniciam. 

Should  not  iterum  have  come  after  '  Syriam  et  Phoeniciam/  if  a  twofold 
proconsulship  were  meant?  Strauss  thinks  so.  See  Die  Halhen  und  die 
Ganzen,  p.  70,  etc.;  and  R.  Hilgenfeld's  article  in  the  Zeitschrift  of  his 
father  for  1880,  p.  104,  etc. 

^  See  Commentationum  epigraphicarum  ad  antiquitates  Homanas  j^e'-tv- 
nentium  volumen  nUerum,  1854,  pp.  73-150. 

*  Res  gestcB  divi  Augusti,  p.  121. 
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Or  he  may  have  been  governor  though  absent ;  ^  in 
other  words,  while  Varus  was  still  acting  as  proconsul, 
he  was  the  nominated  proconsul,  though  he  had  not  gone 
abroad  to  enter  upon  his  office  in  person.  Such  is 
Aberle's  curious  view.^  Some  who  date  Quirinius's 
appointment  in  4  B.C.  bring  him  back  in  2  B.C.,  when  he 
was  selected  as  rector  of  Caius  Caesar.  Mr.  Lewm  does 
so.^  Thus  the  first  proconsulship  occasions  many- 
hypotheses  unsupported  by  history.  The  gap  in  Dion 
Cassius  from  6  B.C.  till  4  a.d.,  to  which  there  is  a  corre- 
sponding one  in  Josephus,  can  only  be  filled  up  by  con- 
jecture. We  can  follow  Varus' s  proconsulship  of  Syi'ia 
till  4  B.C.  ;  all  after  is  obscure.  It  is  just  in  that  year, 
however,  that  Zumpt  makes  Quirinius  succeed  him,  but 
only  for  three  years  or  less.  This  learned  writer  is  too 
hasty  in  deriving  the  first  proconsulship  from  Tacitus 
himself ;  *  for  the  historian  does  not  say  that  when 
Quirinius  was  rector  of  Caius  Caesar  he  was  also  gover- 
nor of  Syria. 

Though  the  double  governorship  could  be  proved, 
the  difficulty  of  Quirinius's  undertaking  a  census  of 
Judea  in  his  first  term  of  office  remains.  Mommsen 
himself,  who  believes  that  Quirinius  was  proconsul  of 
Syria  751,  752  A.u.c,  asserts  that  a  Roman  census  was 
not  held  twice  in  that  country.  Some  apologists,  con- 
scious of  the  weak  ground  on  which  the  first  governor- 
ship rests,  are  content  to  make  him  carry  out  the 
census  in  another  capacity,  as  an  extraordinary  com- 
missioner deputed  for  the  purpose.  They  are  met, 
however,  by  the  objection,  that  a  prudent  emperor  like 
Augustus  would  not  have  offered  such  indignity  to 
Herod. 

Weitzsacker  supposes  that  Luke  may  have  known  of 

^  '  Magistratus  eponymus.' 

"^   Theologische  Qiiartalschrift  for  1865,  p.  103,  etc. 

^  Fasti  Sacri,  p.  134. 

■»  Das  Oeburt^ahr  Christi,  pp.  20-72. 
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Quirinius's  first  proconsulship  and  transferred  the  census 
to  it  without  the  suspicion  of  a  mistake.  Perhaps  the 
adjective  first  lends  some  countenance  to  this  improb- 
able hypothesis.^ 

On  the  whole  question  we  observe  : — 

1.  A  census  of  the  Roman  empire  including  the 
provinces,  instituted  by  Augustus,  is  unhistorical.  He 
issued  an  edict  to  that  effect  three  times  durino;  his 
reign  ;  but  it  was  limited  to  the  Roman  citizens  alone, 
and  was  a  census  populi. 

2.  A  Roman  census  at  the  birth  of  Jesus  must  have 
been  held  when  Herod  was  King  of  Judea.  In  countries 
not  yet  reduced  to  the  form  of  Roman  provinces  but 
governed  by  }'e<jes  socii,  the  latter  superintended  a  cen- 
sus. It  would  have  been  an  insult  to  issue  such  an 
edict,  independently  of  their  active  concurrence.  It 
has  been  conjectured,  indeed,  that  Augustus  may  have 
done  so  when  he  was  displeased  with  Herod  ;  and 
Josephus  is  appealed  to  for  expressions  which  the  em- 
peror used  in  a  letter  addressed  to  him  B.C.  7  ;  ^  but 
these  utterances  of  temporary  anger  did  not  affect  the 
rank  of  Herod.  The  emperor  being  soon  reconciled  to 
him,  he  continued  to  be  a  rex  socius,  without  losing  that 
position.  To  account  for  the  issuing  of  the  decree  or 
its  enforcement,  by  the  displeasure  of  Augustus  with 
Herod,  is  purely  conjectural. 

3.  A  census  of  the  Roman  empire  before  Judea  was 
converted  into  a  proper  Roman  province,  which  was  in 
759  A.u.c,  must  have  been  conducted  according  to 
Roman  usage,  which  did  not  require  the  parents  of 
Jesus  to  travel  from  Nazareth  in  Galilee  to  Bethlehem 
in  Judea.  Least  of  all  was  the  personal  appearance  of 
females  necessary.  A  Roman  census  was  regulated  by 
the  place  of  abode.  But  Joseph  did  not  live  at  Bethle- 
hem, according  to  Luke.    It  has  been  said  that  the  cen- 

'  See  Schenkel's  Bihel-Lexicon,  vol.  v.  p.  27.  '^  Antiqq.  xvi.  9.  3. 

VOL.   I.  K  K 
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sus  was  a  Jewish  one,  and  conducted  in  Jewish  fashion, 
and  therefore  Joseph  went  to  the  place  whence  his  family- 
had  sprung.  Still  this  did  not  require  Mary's  presence. 
Should  it  be  said  that  she  was  an  heiress  and  had  to 
appear  on  that  account,  all  the  evidence  we  have  attests 
her  poverty. 

4.  The  supposed  census- taking  by  Quirinius  at  the 
birth  of  Christ,  in  any  capacity  but  that  of  real  gover- 
nor of  Syria,  as  legate  of  Ccesar  or  extraordinary  com- 
missioner, does  not  consist  with  the  plain  language  of  the 
sacred  writer.  And  that  he  was  twice  governor  of  the 
country  cannot  be  shown.  Saturninus  seems  to  have 
been  proconsul  at  the  time. 

5.  In  Acts  V.  37,  Luke  speaks  of  the  taxing  of  Quii'i- 
nius.  He  knew  the  one  transaction  ;  his  cognisance  of 
an  earlier  was  vague  ;  or  rather,  he  followed  a  confused 
tradition  which  threw  back  Quirinius's  later  government 
and  taxing  of  Syria  to  an  earlier  time,  as  though 
something  of  the  same  nature  had  been  done  in  that 
region  before. 

6.  Notwithstanding  the  great  amount  of  learning 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  subject,  especially  by  Wieseler, 
Zumpt,  Aberle,  Kohler  and  others,  all  intent  on  warding 
off  the  charge  of  misstatement  from  the  evangelist,  it 
is  impossible  for  a  simple  reader  to  avoid  believing  that 
Luke  puts  the  census  of  Quirinius  about  ten  years  too 
early.     This  is  not  the  only  mistake  in  the  writings  of 
the  same  author.     Explanations  of  the  passage  on  the 
assumption  of  its  agreement  with  the  census  of  Quiri- 
nius, A.D.  6  or  7,  are  forced  or  ungrammatical ;  and 
that  which  adopts  an  earlier  proconsulship  with  a  con- 
temporaneous census  requires  more  historical  confirma- 
tion than  has  been  produced.     It  is  possible  that  while 
Luke  speaks  of  the  later  one  in  Acts  v.  7,  he  records 
the  earlier  one  in  the  gospel ;  but  this  is  not  probable. 
Why  was  the  former  followed  by  no  resistance  on  the  part 
of  the  Jews,  as  the  latter  was  ?     Did  they  tamely  sub- 
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mit  to  it  ?  To  put  it  in  the  time  of  Herod  is  all  but 
impossible.  Well  does  Keim  say  that  the  attempts  of 
Hengstenberg,  Gerlach,  and  Aberle  to  help  the  historical 
accuracy  of  Luke,  are  cuffs  in  the  face  of  history. 


INTEGRITY. 

It  was  once  thought  that  the  first  two  chapters,  with 
the  exception  of  the  preface,  were  not  written  by  the 
evangelist.  The  only  argument  worth  mentionino-  which 
was  adduced  against  them  is  their  absence  from  Mar- 
cion's  gospel.  But  as  Tertullinn  says  that  the  same 
document  wanted  the  3rd  chapter,  and  the  4th  as  far  as 
the  thirty-first  verse,  the  argument  proves  too  much. 
Besides,  Marcion's  gospel  was  a  mutilated  copy  of 
Luke's. 


QUOTATIONS. 

These 

are  : — 

i.  17       . 

.     Mai.  iv.  6. 

X.  27       . 

.     Deut.  vi.  5 ;  Levi 

ii.  23      . 

.     Exod.  xiii.  2. 

xix.  18. 

ii.  24      . 

.     Levit.  xii.  8. 

xiii.  35    . 

.     Psalm  cxviii.  26. 

iii.  4-6    . 

.     Isai.  xl.  3-5, 

xviii.  20 

.     Exod.  XX.  13-15. 

iv.  4 

.     Dent.  viii.  3. 

xix.  46    . 

.     Isai.  Ivi.  7. 

iv.  8 

.     Deut.  vi.  13. 

XX.  17     . 

.     Psalm  cxviii.  22. 

iv.  10,  11 

.     Psalm  xc.  11, 

12. 

XX.  28     . 

.     Deut.  XXV.  5. 

iv.  12      . 

.     Deut.  vi.  16. 

XX.  37     . 

.     Exod.  iii,  6. 

iv.  18,  19 

.     Isai.  Ixi.  1,  2. 

XX.  42,  43 

.     Psalm  ex.  1. 

vii.  11     . 

.     Mal.  iii.  1. 

xxii.  37  . 

.     Isai.  liii.  12. 

viii.  10    . 

.     Isai.  vi.  9,  10. 

xxiii.  30 . 
xxiii,  46 . 

.     Hosea  x.  8. 
.     Psalm  xxi.  5. 

The  citations  are  few  compared  with  those  of  Mat- 
thew, which  the  character  of  the  gospel  sufficiently  ac- 
counts for.  Almost  all  occur  in  the  sayings  of  Christ 
and  others  ;  nor  is  any  made  to  prove  the  fulfilment  of 
prophecy,  which  would  have  been  useless  for  Gentile 
readers.  All  are  from  the  Septuagint,  with  one  excep- 
tion, viz.  vii.  27.     Here  Ritschl  is  right  in  perceiving 
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the  dependence  of  Luke  on  Matthew,  who  has  the  cita- 
tion in  the  same  form.  Holtzmann  explains  it  by  ar- 
bitrarily assuming  a  difference  of  sources,  as  if  Luke 
departed  from  his  usual  method  in  this  instance,  and 
followed  another  document. 
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THE  FIRST  EPISTLE  OF  PETEE. 


NOTICES  OF  THE  ALLEGED  AUTHOK. 

On  THE  western  shore  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  at  Caper- 
naum, lived  Andrew  and  Simon,  fishermen,  the  sons  of 
one  Jonas.  The  former  was  attracted  by  the  preaching 
of  John  the  Baptist  ;  there  is  no  evidence  that  Peter 
was  his  disciple.  Andrew  brought  his  brother  to 
Jesus,  who  gave  him  the  name  Cephas  or  Peter,  i.e.  a 
rock. 

During  the  life  and  ministry  of  the  Master,  Peter 
occupied  the  most  prominent  position  among  the  apostles 
and  was  honoured  with  many  marks  of  his  confidence. 
After  the  ascension,  he  appears  again  as  the  most  con- 
spicuous of  the  brethren.  When  the  church  at  Jerusalem 
was  scattered  by  persecution,  he  was  sent  with  John  to 
Samaria.  But  the  metropolis  was  his  usual  place  of 
abode.  Having  been  delivered  from  prison,  he  probably 
left  the  city  (Acts  xii.  1-17)  ;  and  it  is  not  known 
whither  he  went,  to  Ca?sarea,  Antioch,  or  Arabia. 
Wherever  he  was,  there  is  little  doubt  of  his  preaching 
to  the  Jews.  Subsequently  we  find  him  again  in  Jeru- 
salem at  the  so-called  council  (Acts  xv.),  after  which  he 
visited  Antioch,  where  he  gave  offence  by  refusing  to 
eat  with  converted  Gentiles  and  was  openly  rebuked  by 
Paul.     This  is  his  last  appearance  in  sacred  history. 

It  is  clear  that  he  was  inarried  (Luke  iv.  38)  ;  and 
his  house  is  mentioned  in  Matthew's  gospel  (viii.  14). 
Some  suppose  the  Marcus  of  the  first  epistle  to  have 


502  INTRODUCTION  TO   THE  NEW  TESTAMENT. 

been  his  son  ;  it  is  more  probable  that  he  was  his  spiri- 
tual son  and  identical  with  Mark  the  evangelist. 

Ancient  witnesses  state  that  he  visited  Asia  Minor, 
Coi*inth,  and  Rome.  Origen  and  Eusebius  refer  to  his 
activity  in  Asia  Minor  ;  but  obviously  by  inference  from 
1  Peter  i.  1.  When  Epiphanius  and  Jerome  speak  of 
him  there  with  a  degree  of  confidence  as  if  it  were  his- 
torically certain,  little  value  belongs  to  their  statement. 
Dionysius  says  that  Peter  was  at  Corinth  ;  but  though 
the  witness  was  himself  bishop  of  the  place  about  A. J). 
170,  it  is  probable  that  the  opinion  was  founded  upon 
1  Cor.  i.  12.  More  importance  attaches  to  the  tradition 
relatmg  to  his  presence  at  Rome. 

Clement's  epistle  to  the  Corinthians  speaks  of 
Paul's  martyrdom  at  Rome.^  But  it  does  not  say  that 
Peter  came  to  Rome  ;  or  that  he  died  there  as  a  martyr. 
Had  it  been  known  in  the  Roman  church  that  Peter 
suffered  death  for  the  gospel's  sake  as  well  as  Paul,  the 
fact  would  surely  have  been  mentioned  along  with  the 
martyr- death  of  the  latter.  Its  omission  shows  that  the 
thing  was  unknown  at  Rome  in  the  beginning  of  the 
second  century. 

Dionysius,  bishop  of  Corinth,  says  that  the  two 
apostles  planted  the  church  at  Corinth  ;  and  suffered 
maityrdom  in  Italy  about  the  same  time.^  This  is  the 
first  statement  in  which  Rome  claims  for  itself  the  rank 
of  an  apostolic  church  through  the  fiction  of  a  Petro- 
Pauline  origin. 

The  document  called  '  The  Preaching  of  Peter,'  ^  of 
the  second  century,  quoted  as  authoritative  by  Heracleon 
and  Clemens  Alexandrinus,  represents  the  two  apostles 
as  being  together  in  Rome.^  Lactantius  cites  it  as 
speaking  of  their  preaching  there  together.^ 

Irenaeus  states  that  Peter  and  Paul  preached  together 
at  Rolne,  and  founded  the  church  there. ^ 

•  Chapter  v.  *  Ap.  Euseb.  ii.  25. 

^  Kt'fpvy^a  Uerpov.  '  See  Credner's  Beitriige,  p.  350. 

^  Institut.  Diuin.  iv.  21.  ^  Adv.  Hceres.  iii.  1. 
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'   Tertullian  alludes  to  Peter's  death  at  Rome  ;  ^  and  the 
presbyter  Caius  refers  to  the  graves  of  the  apostles  near 
the   city,   who    established  the  Roman  church.^     The 
Clementine  Homilies  imply  that  Peter  died  at  Rome,  but 
do  not  state  it ;  all  they  say  is,  that  he  was  there  ;  ^  and 
Origen  relates  that  he  was  crucified  with  his  head  down- 
ward.*    Lactantius's  testimony  is  to  the  same  effect.^ 
Eusebius  says  that  Paul  was  beheaded,  and  Peter  cruci- 
fied, there.^     The  testimony  of  John  xxi.  19  agrees  with 
this,  imply mg  that  Peter  suffered  death  by  crucifixion. 
A  tradition  in  Justin   Martyr  makes  Simon  Magus 
come  to  Rome   in   the   reign   of  Claudius,    where   he 
received  divine  honours,  and  had  a  statue  erected  to 
him   with  a   Latin  inscription ;  ''    and  the   Clementine 
Homilies  assert  that  Peter  followed  to  dispute  with  him. 
Eusebius  states  that  Peter  came  to  Rome  in  the  reign 
of  Claudius,  a.d.  42,  where  he  presided  over  the  church 
twenty  years,  according  to  the  Armenian  text  of  his 
chronicle,    or   twenty-five  according   to  Jerome's  ver- 
sion.^ 

These  reports  rest  on  no  proper  foundation.  Justin, 
made  a  mistake  in  deciphering  the  Latin  inscription  on 
Simon's  supposed  pillar.^  Succeeding  writers  adopted 
Eusebius's  account ;  and  as  Peter  and  Paul  are  said  to 
have  died  under  Nero,  it  was  inferred  that  the  former 
visited  Rome  twice. 

Peter's  first  coming  to  Rome  in  Claudius's  reign 
must  be  rejected,  since  the  epistles  wliich  Paul  wrote 
from  the  city  show  that  no  apostle  had  been  there  before 
him.  If  he  was  ever  there,  it  could  not  have  been  be- 
fore A.D.  63. 

^  De  Proiscript.  Hcsreticorum,  c.  36.  ^  Ap.  Euseb.  ii.  25. 

^  See  Die  Clementinenj  by  Scliliemaun,  p.  108. 

*  Ap.  Euseb.  iii.  1.  ^  De  Morte  Persecut.  c.  2. 

«  Hist.  Eccles.  ii.  25.  ^  A])olog.  i.  c.  26. 

^   Chronicoyi,  and  Hist.  Eccles.  ii.  17. 

®  He  read  Scmoni  sango  or  sanco,  Simoni  sancto ;  whereas  Semo  sancus 
or  sam/iis  was  a  Sabine  deity.  A  pillar  with  the  inscription  in  question 
waa  dug  up  in  1574. 
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Is  the  authority  for  his  Roman  martyrdom   suffi- 
cient ?    We  think  not.     Dionysius's   testimony,  early 
as  it  is,   deserves  no  credit,   because   it    contains    the 
false  assertion  that  Peter  and  Paul  founded  the  Corin- 
thian church  ;   and  Caius's  appeal  to  their  graves  near 
the  city  is  worthless.     The  statement  of  Irenteus  about 
the  two  apostles  founding  the  Roman  church  is  mani- 
festly mcorrect.     How  then  did  the  tradition  originate  ? 
The  Simon  Magus  legend  of  Ebionite  origin,  in  which 
Peter  is  brought  to  Rome  to  vanquish  the  arch-heretic, 
or  rather  Paul  himself  described  under  that  name,  was 
the  earliest  record  of  his  presence  in  the  world's  capital, 
if  the  Babylon  of  the  first  epistle  of  Peter,  whence  the 
writer  dates  it,  be  excepted.     The  legend  runs  through 
the  Clementine  literature,  and  its  source  belongs  to  the 
early  part  of  the  second  century,  as    Lipsius    shows. 
When  the  Catholic  Church  was  being  formed  by  the 
union  of  the  Petrines  and  Paulines,  the  anti-Pauhne 
origin  of  the  legend  was  dropped  out  of  sight,  Simon 
was  known  only  as  the  father  of  all  heresy,  and  Paul 
was  associated    with   Peter  as   his   fellow- worker  and 
fellow-sufferer   in    Rome.     This  companionship  of  the-, 
apostles  is  embodied  in  the  Acts  of  Peter  and  Paul,  which 
is  cited  by  Clement  of  Alexandria  as  Peter's  authentic 
production  ;  though  Origen  has  a  different  opinion.    The 
Catholic,  was  probably  derived  from  the  Ebionite,  tra- 
dition ;    though  Mangold  and  Hilgenfeld  try  to  show 
its  independence. 

The  myth  about  Peter's  coming  to  Rome  in  its  ori- 
gmal  and  anti-Pauline  form  must  have  originated  soon 
after  the  Clementine  epistle  to  the  Corinthians.  It  ap- 
peared in  its  Petro- Pauline  transformation  about  or 
immediately  before  140  a.d.  The  Catholic  Church 
naturally  ado[)ted  the  latter,  so  that  it  became  a  general 
belief  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  second  century.  But  the 
Ebionites  still  adhered  to  the  first  form  of  the  myth,  in 
the   interest  of  their   party.     Having  originated  with 
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tliem,  tliey  could  not  easily  abandon  it.  But  it  has  no 
historical  foundation  either  in  the  New  Testament  or 
in  authentic  tradition.  That  Peter  was  in  Rome  before, 
with,  or  after  Paul,  is  a  thing  unheard  of  in  the  litera- 
ture of  the  first  century.  The  Roman  letter  itself  which 
goes  by  the  name  of  Clement  ignores  it.  Lt__ffiafiL_an 
^bionite  fiction .. tending-  tQ,..glorify  the  acknowledged 
^ead  of  the  party.^ 

After  Peter  had  been  brought  to  Rome,  his  martyr- 
dom naturally  followed.  Paul  laid  down  his  life  for 
the  gospel  ;  Peter  must  do  the  same.  The  death  of  the 
latter  is  embellished  with  the  peculiar  feature  that  he 
was  crucified  with  his  head  downward,  at  his  own 
request,  not  thinking  himself  worthy  to  suff"er  in  the 
same  posture  with  his  Master.  The  growth  of  tradition 
is  illustrated  by  the  fact,  that  the  deaths  of  Paul  and 
Peter  are  said  to  have  taken  place  on  the  same  day,  and 
in  the  same  year  ;  though  the  earliest  writers  merely 
say  that  they  suffered  about  the  same  time.  Jerome 
states  that  they  were  executed  on  the  same  day  ;  and 
though  Augustine  places  a  year  between  them,  holding 
that  they  died  on  the  same  day  of  the  month  only,  it 
came  to  be  universally  believed,  after  Pope  Gelasius's 
time,  that  they  suffered  on  the  same  day  (June  29),  in 
the  same  year.  It  was  the  interest  of  the  Jewish 
Christians  to  put  their  leader  by  the  side  of  Paul  in 
preaching  and  suffering  death.  It  was  the  interest  of 
the  Church  at  Rome  in  its  increasing  ascendancy  to 
exalt  Peter  to  its  headship.  This  appears  in  the  ap- 
pendix to  John's  gospel,  where  the  apostle  is  personally 
entrusted  with  the  care  of  Christ's  sheep  (John  xxi. 
15-17),  at  a  time  when  the  title  of  Roman  bishop 
carried  authority  and  not  long  before  Irenseus  could 
give  a  continuous  list  of  the  bishops  after  Peter. 

The  basis  of  the  tradition  that  Peter  was  at  Rome 

*  See  Zeller's  Die  Sage  von  Petrus,   Vortrdye  und  Abhandlunt/en,  zweite 
Sammlimg,  p.  215,  etc. 
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is  weak.  His  presence  there,  instead  of  being  a  well- 
attested  fact,  can  neither  be  proved  nor  made  probable. 
It  accords  indeed  with  the  Petrine  Christianity  of  the 
first  congregation  in  the  city  ;  it  is  in  harmony  with 
the  JeAvish  Christian  majority  composing  it ;  but  these 
things  are  not  bound  up  with  the  actual  presence  in  the 
city. 

AUTHENTICITY. 

One  of  the  earliest  testimonies  to  the  epistle's  exis- 
tence is  the  second  of  Peter  (iii.  1). 

Polycarp  knew  and  used  it,  as  Eusebius  relates,^  and 
on  comparing  his  epistle  to  the  Philippians  with  ours, 
the  allusions  are  more  or  less  apparent.  Thus  in  the 
1st  chapter  :  '  In  whom,  though  ye  see  him  not,  ye 
believe,  and  believing,  ye  rejoice  with  joy  unspeakable 
and  full  of  glory '  (1  Peter  i.  8).^  Compare  also  chap, 
ii.  with  1  Peter  i.  13,  21  ;  iii.  9  ;  chap.  v.  with  1  Peter 
ii.  11;  chap.  vii.  with  iv.  7  ;*  chap.  viii.  with  ii.  22-24  ; 
chap.  X.  with  ii.  12. 

Eusebius  says  that  Papias  knew  the  epistle.^ 

Irena^us  expressly  quotes  it.  '  And  Peter  says  in 
his  epistle  :  "  Whom  not  seeing  ye  love  ;  in  whom,  not 
seeing  him  now,  ye  have  believed  ;  ye  will  rejoice  with 
unspeakable  j  oy  " '  (1  Peter  i.  8  )  .^  Elsewhere  he  writes  : 
'  And  on  this  account  Peter  says,  that  we  have  not 
freedom  as  a  cloak  of  maliciousness,  but  for  the  trial 
and  manifestation  of  faith  '  (1  Peter  ii.  16) } 

Clement  of  Alexandria  quotes  it :  'And  Peter  in  the 

»  II.  E.  iv.  14. 

(IS  ov  ovK  iBovres  TrtcrTevfTe,  TTtcrrtvovres  8e  dyaWiaadf  X"P?  aveKXoKrjTCO 
Ktu  ^e^n^aafxevrj^  K.r.X, 

3  //.  K  iii.  39. 

*  '  Et  Petrus  ait  in  epistola  sua  :  "  Quem  non  videntes  diligitis,"  inquit, 
"in  quem  nunc  non  videntes  credidistis,  gaudebitis  gaudio  benarrabili." ' — 
Adv.  Hceres.  iv.  9.  2,  p.  998,  ed.  Migne. 

^  '  Et  propter  hoc  Petrus  ait,  "  Non  velamentum  malitia?  li.iLere  nos 
libertatem,  sed  ad  probatiouem  et  manifestationem  fidei."' — lUd,  iv.  16.  5, 
p.  1019,  ed.  Migne. 
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epistle  says  the  same,'^  There  are  other  aUusions  in 
this  writer. 

In  like  manner  Tertullian  refers  to  our  epistle : 
*  Peter  says  to  the  people  of  Pontus,  "  How  great  glory 
is  it,  if  when  ye  are  punished  not  for  your  faults,  ye  take 
it  patiently!  For  this  is  acceptable,  and  even  here- 
unto ye  were  called,'"  etc.  (1  Peter  ii.  20,  21).''^  Again : 
'  Peter  had  said  that  the  king  should  be  honoured  ' 
(ii.  13). 3 

According  to  Eusebius,  Origen  called  it  '  an  acknow- 
ledged epistle.'*  The  latter  quotes  it  often.  Thus  on 
Psalm  iii.  :  '  As  Peter  says  in  his  catholic  epistle, 
"  Whereby  he  went  and  preached,"  '  etc.  (1  Peter  iii. 
19).^  Again  :  '  And  concerning  the  journey  in  spirit 
to  prison  in  Peter's  catholic  epistle,  "  Being  put  to 
death,"  says  he,  "  in  the  flesh,  but  quickened  in  the 
spirit."  '  ^  Mayerhofi"  gives  other  passages  in  which 
Origen  quotes  the  epistle.  Eusebius  puts  it  among  the 
'  acknowledged '  epistles  ;  and  it  was  in  the  Peshito  or 
old  Syriac  version  as  well  as  in  the  old  Latin.  Accord- 
ing to  Tjeenk-Willink,  Justin  Martyr  used  the  epistle, 
but  this  is  not  certain. 

The  letter  of  the  church  at  Vienne  and  Lyons  uses 
its  language,  but  does  not  mention  the  writer  :  '  They 
humbled  themselves  under  the  mighty  hand  by  which 
they  are  now  highly  exalted '  ( 1  Peter  v.  6)  J   The  epistle 

^  Koi  6  Uerpos  fv  rfj  eVtcrroX^  ra  ofioia  \fyei.. — Stro^nata,  iii.  p.  562,  ed. 
Potter. 

2  '  Petrus  quidem  ad  Ponticos :  Quanta  enim,  inquit,  gloria,  si  non  ut 
delinquentes  puiiiamirii,  sustinetis !  Haec  enim  gratia  est,  in  hoc  et  vocati 
estis,'  etc. — Scoiyiac.  c.  xii. 

'  'Condixerat  scilicet  Petrus,  regem  quidem  honorandum. — Ihid.  c.  14. 

*  iina-Tokrj  ojxokoyov^ivr)- — Hist.  Eccles.  vi.  25. 

^  Kara  ra  Xeyofieva  iv  rfj  KadoXiKfj  fTTiaToXrj  napa  ra  Ilerpa  •  iv  w  Se  rotr, 
^.^.X. —  Ojyp.  vol.  ii.  p.  553,  ed.  Benedict. 

^  Ka\  nep\  t^s  iv  (jivXaKrj  nopeias  p.eTa  TTvevp-aros  trapa  rw  neVpo)  ev  Tjj 
KadoKiKTJ  firia-ToXfj  •  QavarcoBfls  yap,  4>r)cri,  CaoTTOtrjdeis,  k.t.X. — Ibid.  vol.  iv. 
p.  135.' 

^  eraneivovv  eavrovs  vrro  rrjv  Kpdraiav  xeipa,  ixpi'  rjs  iKavios  vvv  elaiv  u\|/a)- 
fi(voi. — Ap.  Euseb.  Hist.  Eccles.  v,  2. 
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to  Diognetus  applies  the  phrase  to  God,  that  He  gave 
'  the  just  for  the  unjust'   (1  Peter  iii.  18).^ 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  absent  from  the  Muratorian 
canon,  a  fact  which  some  critics  have  tried  to  supple- 
ment or  explain  away  by  altering  the  existing  text 
more  or  less  arbitrarily.  It  was  rejected  by  the  Pau- 
licians,  according  to  Petrus  Siculus  :  '  They  do  not 
admit  the  two  catholic  epistles  of  Peter  chief  of  the 
apostles,  being  ill-affected  towards  him.'  ^ 

According  to  Leontius  of  Byzantium,  Theodore  of 
Mopsuestia  rejected  the  epistle.^ 

It  was  also  rejected  with  the  other  catholic  epistles, 
by  Cosmas  Indicopleustes. 

The  authenticity  of  the  epistle  is  well  attested  by 
external  testimonies  both  ancient  and  numerous. 

Let  us  consider  the  internal  evidence. 

The  author  was  acquainted  with  several  of  Paul's 
epistles  ;  their  ideas  as  well  as  expressions  being  in  the 
work  before  us.  Reminiscences  of  that  to  the  Romans 
are  most  apparent. 

1  PETER. 

'^oi  fashioning  yourselves  accord-  And    be    not   conformed  to    this 

ing  to  the  former /wsiJs  in  your  igno-  world  (Rom.  xii.  2). 
ranee  (i.  14). 

Who  by  him  do  believe  in  God,  If  we  believe  in  him  that  raised 

that  raised  him   up  from   the  dead  up   Jesus   our    Lord  from   the  dead 

(i.  21).  (Rom.  iv.  24). 

To   offer   up   spiritual  sacrifices,  That  ye  present  your    bodies  a 

acceptable  to  Ood,  etc.  (ii.  1,  2,  5).  livinc/  sacrijice,  holy,  acceptable  unto 

Ood,     which    is    your     reasonable 
service  (Rom.  xii.  1). 

Behold,  /  lay   in   Sion    a    chief  Behold,  /  lay  in  Sion  a  stumbling 

corner  stone,    elect,    precious ;    and  stone  and  rock  of  offence,  and  who- 

he  that  believeth  on  him  shall  not  soever   believeth   on  him    shall  not 

be   confounded.      Unto    you    there-  be  ashamed  (Rom.  ix.  33). 
fore  whicli    believe    he    is  precious, 
but    unto    them    which    be    disobe- 

^  Bunsen's  Annlecta  ante-Niccena,  vol.  i.  p.  116. 
2  See  Wetstein's  iV.  Test.  vol.  ii.  p.  681. 

^  Contra  Nrstoriayios  et  Eutychianos,  in  Canisii  Thcsauro  Mmiumentor. 
Eccles.  et  Hist.  vol.  i.  p.  577,  ed.  Antwerp,  1725. 
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1  PETER. 

dient,  the  stone  which  the  builders 
disallowed,  the  same  is  made  the 
head  of  the  corner,  and  a  stone  of 
stumbling  and  a  rock  of  offence  (ii. 

Which  in  time  past  were  not  a 
people,  hut  are  now  the  people  of 
God  ;  which  had  not  obtained  mercy, 
but  now  have  obtained  mercy  (ii. 
10). 


Submit  yourselves  to  every  or- 
dinance of  man,  for  the  Lord's 
sake :  whether  it  be  to  the  king, 
as  supreine ;  or  unto  governors,  as 
unto  them  that  are  sent  by  him 
for  the  jjunishment  of  evil  doers, 
and  for  the  praise  of  them  that  do 
well  (ii.  13). 

As  free,  and  not  using  your 
liberty  as  a  cloak  of  maliciousness 
(ii.  16). 

That  we  being  dead  to  sin, 
should  live  unto  righteousness 
(ii.  24). 

Not  rendering  evil  for  evil  (iii. 
9). 

As  every  man  hath  receired  the 
gift,  even  so  minister  the  same  one 
to  another,  as  good  stewards  of  the 
manifold  grace  of  God.  If  any 
man  speak,  let  him  speak  as  the 
oracles  of  God ;  if  any  man  minis- 
ter, let  him  do  it  as  of  the  ability 
which  God  giveth  (iv.  10  11). 

And  also  a  partaker  of  the  glory 
that  shall  be  revealed  (v.  1). 

That  the  trial  of  your  faith  being 
much  more  precious  than  of  gold 
which  perisheth,  though  it  be  tried 
with  fire,  might  be  found  unto  praise 
and  honour  and  glory  at  the  appear- 
ing of  Jesus  Christ  (i.  7). 

Rejoice  inasmuch  as  ye  are  par- 
takers of  Christ's  sufferings;  that 
when  his  glorv  shall  be  revealed  ye 


As  he  saith  also  in  Osee,  I  will 
call  them  my  people  which  were 
not  my  people ;  and  her  beloved, 
which  was  not  beloved.  And  it 
shall  come  to  pass,  that  in  the  place 
where  it  was  said  unto  them,  Ye  are 
not  my  people  ;  there  shall  they  be 
called  the  children  of  the  living  God 
(Rom.  ix.  26,  26). 

Let  every  soul  be  subject  unto  the 
higher  poaoers.  For  there  is  no  power 
but  of  God.  ...  Do  that  which  is 
good,  and  thou  shalt  have  praise  of 
the  same.  .  .  for  he  is  the  minister 
of  God,  a  revenger  to  execute  xvrath 
upon  him  that  doeth  evil  (Rom.  xiii. 
1-4). 

For,  brethren,  ye  have  been  called 
unto  liberty ;  only  use  not  libei-ty 
for  an  occasion  to  the  flesh  (Gal.  v. 
13). 

Being  then  made  free  from  sin, 
ye  became  the  servants  of  righteous- 
ness (Rom.  vi.  18). 

Keci  rmpense  to  no  man  evil  for 
evil  (Rom.  xii.  17). 

Having  then  gifts  differing  ac- 
cording to  the  grace  that  is  given  to 
us,  whether  prophecy,  let  us  pro- 
phesy according  to  the  proportion  of 
faith  ;  or  ministry,  let  us  wait  on  our 
ministering,  e+c  (Rom.  xii.  6,  7). 


With  the  glory  that  shall  be  re- 
vealed in  us  (Rom.  viii.  18). 

To  them  who,  by  patient  con- 
tinuance in  well  doing,  seek  for  glory 
and  honour  and  immortality,  eternal 
life.  Glory,  honour,  and  peace  to  every 
man  that  worketh  good  (Romans  ii. 
7,10). 

And  if  children,  then  heirs  ;  heirs 
of  God  and  joint-heirs  with  Christ ; 
if  so  be  that  we  suffer  with  him,  that 
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1    PETER. 

may  be  glad  also  with  exceeding  joy  we  may  be  also  glorified  together 

(iv.  13).  (Romans  viii.  17). 

Use  hospitality  one   to  another  Distributing  to  the  necessity  of 

without  grudging  (iv.  9).  saints;  given   to  hospitality   (Rom. 

xii.  13). 

For  the  time  past  of  our  life  may  Let  us  walk  honestly  as  in  the 

suffice  us  to  have  wrought  the  will  day;  not  in  rio/m// and  drunkenness, 

of  the  Gentiles,  when  we  walked  in  not  in  chambering  and  xcantonness, 

lasciviousness,  lusts,  excess  of  wine,  not  in  strife  and  envying  (Romans 

revellings,  bauquetings  and  abomin-  xiii.  13). 
able  idolatries  (iv.  3). 

Forasmuch  then  as  Christ  hath  Put  ye  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

suffered  for  us  in  the  flesh,  arm  your-  and  make  not  provision  for  the  flesh 

selves  likewise  with  the  same  mind ;  to  fulfil  the  lusts  thereof  (Romans 

for  he  that  hath  suffered  in  the  flesh  xiii.  14). 
hath  ceased  from  sin  (iv.  1).^ 

Be  sober,  be  vigilant  (v.  8).  Let   us  watch  and    be    sober   (1 

Thess.  V.  6). 

Greet  ye  one  another  tvith  a  kiss  Greet  ye  one   another  with    an 

of  charity  (v.  14).  holi/  kiss  (1  Cor.  xvi.  20). 

No  critical  result  is  clearer  than  the  dependence  of 
the  epistle  on  that  to  the  Romans,  which  is  so  obvious 
in  relation  to  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  chapters  of  the 
latter,  that  the  later  writer  is  only  a  copyist  of  the  other. 
The  position  has  been  thoroughly  established  by  Holtz- 
mann  and  Seufert.^ 

The  doctrine  of  the  epistle  is  essentially  Pauline. 
The  author  speaks  of  election  and  forehioivledge  (i.  2  ; 
ii.  9)  ;  of  recompence  at  the  appearing  of  Jesus  Christ, 
expressed  by  the  word  praise  (i.  7),  as  m  1  Cor.  iv.  5  ; 
oi participation  in  the  sufferings  of  Christ  (iv.  13),  as  in 
PhD.,  iii.  10  ;  compare  2  Cor.  i.  5  ;  of  an  inheritance 
(i.  4),  as  in  Cal.  iii.  18  ;  of  the  abuse  oi  liberty  (ii.  16), 
as  in  Gal.  v.  13  ;  of  divine  calling  (i.  15),  which  is  a 
characteristic  Pauline  doctrine ;  of  moral  obedience 
(i.  2,  14),  as  in  Rom.  vi.  16  ;  xvi.  19  ;  and  instead  of 
the  'obedience  of  faith'  (Rom.  i.  5),  Peter  has  the 
'  obedience  of  truth,'  taken  from  the  former.     The  word 

'  Oomp.  Iloltzmann,  in  Schenkel's  JBibel- Lexicon,  vol.  iv.  pp.  496,  497. 
^  See  Hilgenfeld's  Zeitschrift,  1874,  p.  3G0,  etc. 
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rendered  hidden  ^  is  a  Pauline  one,  to  which  man  is  ap- 
pended, taken  from  Kom,  ii.  16.  Instead  of  '  the  hidden 
thino-s  of  the  heart '  (1  Cor.  xiv.  25),  Peter  has  the 
'hidden  man  of  the  heart'  (iii.  4).  The  phrase  in 
CInnst  (iii.  16  ;  V.  10,  14)  is  also  Pauline.  The  revela- 
tion of  Jesus  Christ  referring  to  his  second  coming  (i.  7, 
13  ;  iv.  13)  is  from  1  Cor.  i.  7.  The  consequence  of 
sin  being  taken  away  by  the  death  of  Christ  is  Pauline, 
though  not  expressed  in  the  same  words,  '  to  die  to  sin, 
and  live  to  righteousness'  (1  Peter  ii.  24).  Paul  has  to 
live  to  God? 

The  general  result  to  which  these  coincidences  lead 
is,  that  the  writer  had  read  the  epistle  to  the  Romans 
and  others,  whose  ideas  and  phraseology  became  incor- 
porated with  his  religious  consciousness.  Pauline  views 
of  doctrine  and  duty  formed  and  moulded  his  concep- 
tions of  Christianity  ;  while  the  phraseology  in  which 
they  were  clothed  was  partially  accepted.  The  coinci- 
dences are  too  striking  to  be  denied,  as  in  the  case  of 
iii.  8,  etc.  compared  with  Rom.  xii.  10,  etc.,  where  the 
same  virtues  are  enjoined.  The  order  in  which  they  are 
enumerated  is  different,  but  they  are  the  same.  Equally 
convincing  is  the  similarity  of  ii.  13,  etc.  to  Rom.  xiii. 
1-4,  where  the  same  motive  for  subjection  to  the  ruhng 
powers  appears.  Even  in  a  quotation  from  the  Old 
Testament  the  agreement  is  remarkable.  The  citation 
in  ii.  6,  7,  and  Rom.  ix.  33,  departs  in  both  instances 
from  the  Septuagint  and  Hebrew.  Li  him  is  added  m  1 
Peter  ii.  6  and  Rom,  ix.  33  ;  and  Isai.  xxviii.  16  is  not 
the  only  source  used,  but  also  viii.  14  ;  the  words  sto7ie 
of  stumbling,  and  rock  of  offence,  which  are  identical  in 
the  two  epistles,  being  derived  from  the  latter  passage 
and  not  in  the  Septuagint  form. 

"Was    Peter   then   a   Pauline  Christian  ?     Was   he 

^  See  the  Greek  table  in  De  Wette's  Einleitunff.     The  words  in  italics 
are  tlie  same  in  the  orif::inal. 
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dependent  on  Paul  for  leading  ideas,  formulas,  and  ex- 
pressions ?  Had  he  so  little  originality  as  to  necessitate 
recourse  to  reminiscences  of  written  epistles  ?  Early- 
Christian  literature  is  against  the  belief  that  Peter  was 
auo-ht  else  than  a  Jewish  Christian,  who  retained  the 
primitive  or  Ebionite  doctrine.  All  that  we  know  of  him 
neo-atives  the  idea  that  he  developed  into  an  enlarged  be- 
liever of  the  Pauline  stamp.  The  early  converts  who  ap- 
pealed to  him  as  their  head  set  his  authority  against  and 
above  Paul's,  considering  the  two  apostles  as  antagonistic. 
This  is  shown  not  only  by  the  canonical  epistles  of 
Paul,  but  more  definitely  by  the  Clementme  Homilies. 
It  is  therefore  improbable  that  Peter's  sentiments  be- 
came Pauline,  as  the  epistle  presents  them  ;  or  that  he 
possessed  so  little  originality  as  to  borrow  largely  from 
other  writers. 

Some  critics  try  to  account  for  all  Pauline  similari- 
ties of  thought  and  diction  in  the  epistle  of  Peter  with- 
out the  use,  direct  or  indirect,  of  prior  epistles.  Of 
these  the  most  painstaking  is  Briickner,^  who  treads 
closely  in  the  steps  of  MayerhofF  But  the  effort  is 
futile,  since  the  advocates  of  the  Petrine  dependence 
neither  represent  it  as  absolute,  nor  deny  diversity  by 
the  side  of  similarity.  The  coincidences  are  not  of  the 
nature  of  verbal  transcription,  but  are  reminiscences. 
Hence  ideas  and  phrases  borrowed  from  Paul  may  be 
and  are  sometimes  put  in  a  different  connection  or 
receive  a  different  application.  Besides,  the  author  of 
the  epistle,  though  imbued  with  Paulinism,  was  not' 
without  some  independen  e  or  originality.  He  has 
features  of  his  own,  though  they  are  not  of  a  high 
order  like  Paul's — features  consisting  in  his  practical 
mode  of  presenting  the  Pauline  system  divested  of  its 
angular  projections  and  apparent  hardness.  Paulinism 
is  modified  and  softened.     There  are  ev^en  some  devia- 

1  In  the  tliird  edition  of  De  Wette's  ErkliirHng  der  Briefe  des  Petrus, 
Judan  iind  J'lccbiia,  18<>5, 
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tlons  from  it  ;  or  changes  of  view  which  point  to  a  stage 
of  development  beyond  the  Pauline.  The  basis  of  the 
author's  system  is  undoubtedly  Pauline — for  Judaism 
is  represented  as  a  thing  of  the  past,  and  the  Christian 
church  a  new  kingdom,  a  divine  institution,  founded  on 
faith  in  the  redemptive  death  of  Christ — but  other 
aspects  of  Christianity  are  given  which  Paul  does  not 
express. 

Briickner  makes  great  use  of  a  general  Christian 
consciousness  as  the  source  of  Petrine  ideas  and  ex- 
pressions, so  that  they  may  not  be  considered  Pauline. 
Without  denying  the  existence  and  influence  of  that 
common  possession,  we  question  the  effect  attributed 
to  it,  because  Peter  and  Paul  represented  two  sides 
of  primitive  Christianity,  to  which  a  common  Chris- 
tian consciousness  belonged  but  partially.  The  Ebion- 
ism  of  the  one,  and  the  universalism  of  the  other,  were 
not  fused  together  while  the  two  apostles  lived  ;  though 
an  approach  had  been  made  towards  the  absorption  of 
the  former  in  the  latter.  The  influence  of  a  ofeneral 
Christian  consciousness  was  not  far-reachinar  enouo'h 
to  become  the  fountain  of  the  Pauline  ideas  in  our 
epistle,  at  least  in  Peter's  lifetime. 

The  argument  against  authenticity  founded  on  the 
dependence  of  Peter  on  Paul,  is  strengthened  by  the 
fact  that  James's  letter  has  been  used.  The  resem- 
blances of  certain  passages  in  1  Peter  to  others  in  the 
so-called  epistle  of  James,  are  pretty  obvious.  The 
following  are  worthy  of  notice. 

JAMES.  1  PETER. 

My   brethren,  count    it    all  joy  Whereinj-e  oreatly rejoice,  thougli 

when  ye  fall  into  diverse  tempta-  now  for  a  season,  if  need  be,  ye  are 
tions ;  knowing  this,  that  the  trying  in  heaviness  through  manifold  temp- 
of  your  faith  worketh  patience  (i,  tations,  that  the  trial  of  your  faith, 
2,  3).  etc.  etc.,  might  be  found  unto  praise 

etc.  (i.  6,  7). 

Because   as  the    flower    of   the  For  all  flesh  is  as  grass,  and  all 

grass  he  shall  pass  away.  For  the  the  glory  of  man  as  the  flower  of 
sun  is  no  sooner  risen  with  a  burn-      gra^s.      The  grass    withereth,  and 

VOL.  I.  L  L 
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JAMES.  1  PETER. 

ing  heat,  but  it  witliereth  tlie  grass,  tlie  flower  thereof  falleth  away    (i. 

aud  the  flower  thereof  falleth  (i.  10,  24). 

11). 

Of  his  own  will  begat  he  us  with  Being  born  again  ....  by  the 

the  word  of  truth,  etc.  (i.  18).  word  of  God,  etc.  (i.  2.3). 

Where''ore    he    saith,    God   re-  For  God  resisteth  the  proud,  and 

sisteth  the  proud,  but  giveth  grace  giveth  grace  to  the  humble.    Humble 

uuto    the    humble    ....    Humble  yourselves  therefore  under  the  mighty 

yourselves  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  hand  of  God,  that  he  may  exalt  you 

"and    he    shall  lift  you   up    (iv.    6,  (v.  5,  6). 
10). 

He  which  converteth  the  sinner  For  charity  shall  cover  the  mul- 

from   the   error    of    his   way   shall  titude  of  sins  (iv.  8). 
save  a  soul  from  death,  and   shall 
hide  a  multitude  of  sins  (v.  20).' 

In  these  places  there  is  not  only  a  similarity  of  ideas, 
but  of  language.  It  is  true  that  two  of  the  passages 
are  taken  from  the  Proverbs,  but  it  is  unlikely  that  the 
coincidence  was  accidental,  because  the  same  conclusion 
is  drawn  from  the  citation  in  both,  at  least  in  James 
iv.  6  and  1  Peter  v.  5.  The  similarity  is  so  strikmg, 
that  though  it  is  possible  to  account  for  it  without  as- 
suming that  the  one  writer  read  the  other's  production, 
it  is  unlikely.  In  Uke  manner,  when  Peter  whites  to 
the  strangers  scattered  throughout  Pontus,  etc.,  that  is,  to 
Gentiles  sojourning  in  the  specified  countries,  he 
borrows  the  expressions  of  James  i.  1,  where  the  twelve 
tribes  scattered  abroad  are  addressed.  In  the  latter 
place,  the  phraseology  is  appropriate,  '  the  twelve  tribes 
which  are  in  the  dispersion  ; '  in  the  former  it  is  hardly 
so,  because  the  word  dispersion  (elect  sojourners  of  the 
dispersion)  is  seemingly  transferred  from  the  twelve 
tribes  to  the  Gentiles.  The  epistle  of  James  preceded 
that  of  Peter,  as  far  as  we  can  judge  from  the  coinci- 
dence. 

This  dependence  of  the  epistle  upon  James  must  not 
be  reversed,  as  it  is  by  Bengel,  Grimm,  Blom,  and  W. 
Priickner  ;  for  it  is  pretty  clear  that   the    Peter   who 

^  See  the  Greek  tablf  in  Hug's  Einleitnmj,  vol.  ii.  p.  4G0,  4th  ed. 
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writes  here  is  dependent  on  James.  This  is  another 
peculiarity  which  detracts  from  Peter's  supposed  author- 
ship. When  his  independence  is  encroached  upon  to  a 
certain  extent,  he  must  be  withdrawn  from  his  tra- 
ditional position. 

To  neutralise  the  objection  taken  from  Peter's  depen- 
dence on  Paul  and  James,  agreement  between  Peter  and 
John  is  adduced.  Being  horn  again  of  incorruptible  seed 
(i.  23)  is  like  being  born  of  God,  whose  seed  remaineth 
in  the  believer  (1  John  iii.  9)  ;  the  word  purify  is  the 
same  in  i.  22,  and  1  John  iii.  3  ;  to  live  to  righteousness 
(ii.  24)  rests  on  the  same  conception  of  righteousness 
as  doing  righteousness  (1  John  iii.  7)  ;  followers  of  that 
u'hich  is  good  (iii.  13)  recurs  in  3  John  11,  connected 
with  the  doing  of  good  ;  the  Christian  church  compared 
to  a  flock  (v.  2)  reminds  one  of  John  x.  16  ;  xxi.  16  ; 
Christ  is  the  just  in  iii.  18,  and  1  John  iii.  7  ;  Christ  is 
called  a  lamb  in  i.  19  and  John  i.  29.  These  resem- 
blances appear  to  be  no  more  than  accidental,  and  are 
very  dilFerent  from  the  Pauline  ones.  It  is  therefore 
illogical  to  infer  that  the  Pauline  similarities  prove 
nothing  more  than  they,  viz.  Peter's  independent 
authorship. 

Although  the  writings  of  John  were  not  known  to 
the  author  of  our  epistle,  there  is  some  affinity  of  ideas 
between  them.  The  latter  speaks  strongly  against  Ju- 
daism (ii.  7,  etc.),  just  as  John  does  (vi.  41-43  ;  60, 
etc.  ;  ix.  39,  etc.  ;  xii.  37,  etc.).  Patience  and  steadfast- 
ness in  the  midst  of  suffering  are  repeatedly  inculcated, 
with  reference  to  the  example  of  Christ  (i.  6  ;  ii.  19, 
20  ;  iii.  14,  17  ;  iv.  1-12),  etc.  So  in  John  xv.  18,  etc.  ; 
xvi.  1,  etc. ;  1  John  iii.  13.  He  loves  to  refer  to  Isaiah, 
who  announced  beforehand  the  lamb  of  God  (i.  19  ; 
ii.  4,  6,  9,  22,  etc.),  as  John  does,  i.  23,  27  ;  xii.  37. 
The  Spirit  of  Christ  dwelt  in  the  prophets,  enabling 
them  to  testify  beforehand  the  sufferings  of  Christ, 
and  the  glory  that  should  follow  ;  which  agrees  with 

LL  2 
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John's  saying  that  Esaias  saw  Christ's  glory,  and  spake 
of  him  (xii.  41).  In  consequence  of  this  approach  to 
the  characteristic  spirit  of  John's  writings,  we  must 
suppose  that  Paulinism  was  progressing  towards  its 
ultimate  expression  in  the  Johannine  circle  of  ideas 
when  our  author  wrote.  This  is  confirmed  by  its  re- 
lationship to  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  which  is  more 
apparent  than  any  likeness  it  bears  to  John.  The  writer 
views  Christianity  as  the  complement  of  Judaism,  Jeru- 
salem being  considered  the  centre  of  God's  kingdom, 
and  the  gentiles  in  that  kingdom  outside  the  metropolis 
being  '  the  dispersion.'  Like  the  writer  of  the  epistle 
to  the  Hebrews,  Peter  is  disposed  to  find  types  in  the 
Old  Testament  of  things  of  the  New,  as  in  iii.  20,  etc. 
Compare  Hebr.  xi.  7.  The  dignity  of  Christians  is  set 
forth  in  ancient  formulas  (ii.  5,  9,  10  ;  iv.  14).  The 
death  of  Christ  in  connection  with  the  bearing  of  sm,  is 
described  in  a  manner  nearer  to  that  of  the  epistle  to  the 
Hebrews  and  John's  gospel,  than  to  Paul.  Compare 
ii.  24  with  Hebr.  ix.  28— i.  2  with  Hebr.  xii.  24  ;  ix. 
14  ;  x.  22— iii.  18  with  Hebr.  ix.  26-28— ui.  21  with 
Hebr.  ix.  24  and  x.  19  ;  ii.  11  with  xi.  13.  Christ 
is  said  to  have  appeared  '  in  these  last  times  '  (i.  20), 
as  in  Hebr.  i.  2.  Thus  the  author  was  probably 
acquainted  with  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  and  if 
that  were  so,  we  are  carried  beyond  the  lifetime  of 
the  apostle  to  a  period  when  Alexandrian  ideas  were 
beginning  to  influence  men's  conceptions  of  Chris- 
tianity in  Palestine  ;  and  Paulinism  itself  was  pass- 
ing on  to  its  ultimate  development  in  the  Johannine 
type.  The  writer  hardly  stands  midway  between  Paul 
and  John,  for  the  objective  prevails  over  the  subjective  ; 
but  he  is  between  them  in  time,  if  not  in  character- 
istics. 

A  thorough  comparison  of  the  present  epistle  with 
those  of  Paul,  James,  and  John,  instead  of  furnishing 
a  remarkable  attestation  to  the  one  mind  which  per- 
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vades  all  Scripture  as  some  allege,  or  to  the  one  Spirit 
using  the  different  faculties  of  men  according  to  his  will, 
is  detrimental  to  the  spiritual  independence  of  the 
writers.  We  are  unable  to  see  with  Holtzmann  echoes 
of  the  Colossian  epistle  in  the  present  one.  The  corre- 
sponding passages,  which  he  gives,  are  a  precarious 
support  to  the  opinion. 

As  an  offset  to  the  epistle's  dependence  on  Paul  and 
James,  its  peculiarities  have  been  carefully  collected  ; 
and  those  ^^  ho  th!nk  that  the  writer  was  a  Paulinist  need 
not  deny  them.  Some  things  are  certainly  peculiar  ; 
such  as  the  idea  of  angels  desiring  to  look  with  curious 
gaze  into  the  salvation  effected  by  Christ  (i.  10-12)  ; 
Christ's  preaching  to  the  spirits  in  prison  (iii.  19,  20)  ; 
the  typification  of  baptism  by  the  flood,  and  its  being 
called  'the  answer  of  a  good  conscience'  (iii.  21)  ; 
Christ's  designation  as  the  chief  shepherd  (v.  4)  ;  the 
grounding  of  an  exhortation  to  good  conduct  in  the 
fact  of  unbelievers  acknowledging  through  it  the  cause- 
lessness  of  their  reproaches  (ii.  13  ;  iii.  16)  ;  the  endu-, 
ranee  of  wrong  being  termed  a  gr^ace  before  God  (ii. 
20)  ;  the  presentation  of  Christ's  sufferings  as  an  ex- 
ample of  sufferings  for  the  faith  (ii.  21,  etc.),  and  of 
the  sufferings  of  believers  as  the  beginning  of  judgment 
(iv.  12)  ;  the  referring  of  women  to  the  example  of 
Sarah's  subjection  to  Abraham  (iii.  6)  ;  and  the  con- 
solation derived  from  the  similarity  of  the  sufferings 
endured  by  Christian  brethren  (v.  9).  The  culmina- 
tmg  point  of  Christianity  is  hope — a  well-grounded 
expectation  of  future  glory. 

These  peculiarities  are  secondary,  not  prominent  or 
fundamental  things.  Some  of  them  are  exaggerated 
by  Mayerhoff  and  Weiss,  especially  hope,  so  that  they 
call  Peter  '  the  apostle  of  hope,'  as  if  that  attitude  of 
mind  was  not  apart  of  the  common  Christian  conscious- 
ness in  early  times.  If  hope  were  an  original  feature  of 
the  epistle,  its  central  idea  and  subject,  it  would  stand 
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in  closer  relation  to  the  second  coming  of  Christ  ; 
whereas  it  assumes  no  special  connection  'uith  that 
event. 

The  epistle  bears  evidence  of  a  mediating  or  con- 
ciliatory standpoint.  Specific  anti- Jewish  Paulinism 
does  not  appear.  Justification  by  faith  alone  is  not 
mentioned.  The  sharp  points  of  antagonism  between 
the  Petrines  and  Paulines  give  place  to  a  mild  state- 
ment in  which  the  Ebionitic  James  is  used  along  with 
the  liberal  Paul ;  and  the  latter's  assistant  Silvanus  is 
commended  by  the  side  of  Mark,  Peter's  traditional 
helper.  Polemic  zeal  is  absent ;  and  no  particular  doc- 
trine is  emphasised.  The  production  shows  little  origi- 
nality, because  it  has  no  large  views  of  the  world,  no  im- 
portant development  of  individual  doctrines.  Its  origi- 
nality consists  in  the  judicious  condensation  of  sentiments 
already  current ;  the  combination  of  existing  materials 
into  a  fresh  shape.  As  a  popular  epistle,  it  has  much 
excellence  ;  and  the  collection  of  Christian  writings 
would  be  imperfect  without  it.  Kostlin's  epithet 
applied  to  the  writer  is  pretty  near  the  truth,  an  eclectic, 
whose  free  elaboration  of  current  ideas  and  writings  re- 
sulted in  a  peculiar  letter. 

The  conclusion  just  stated  is  not  weakened  by  an 
argument  adduced  for  the  authenticity,  from  the  resem- 
blance of  ideas  and  expressions  in  the  epistle  to  Peter's 
speeches  in  the  Acts  :  the  allusion  to  the  crucifixion 
and  the  use  of  the  word  tree  in  Acts  v.  30  ;  x.  39  ; 
1  Peter  ii,  24  ;  the  peculiar  application  of  the  term 
icitncss  in  Acts  ii.  32  ;  iii.  15  ;  1  Peter  v.  1  ;  the  con- 
nection of  the  old  prophets  with  the  work  of  Christ 
in  Acts  iii.  18  ;  x.  43  ;  1  Peter  i.  10  ;.  the  phrase, 
'judge  quick  and  dead'  in  Acts  x.  42  ;  1  Peter  iv.  51. 
The  clauses,  the  faith  which  is  hy  him,  the  faithful  or 
helieiiers  hy  him  in  Acts  iii.  16  ;  1  Peter  i.  21,  are  also 
specified  as  cognates.  This  argument  would  be  more 
plausible,   if  the  speeches    of  Peter  in   the   Acts   were 
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verbally  repeated.  But  they  are  not.  Their  sentiments 
and  language  are  conformed  to  Paul's.  The  writer  of 
the  Acts  has  freely  shaped  them.  Hence  the  alleged 
similarity  in  doctrine,  facts,  and  style,  between  this 
epistle  and  Peter's  speeches  in  the  Acts,  is  of  no  ac- 
count. Slight  as  it  is  at  the  best,  apologists  magnify  it 
into  a  remarkable  coincidence.  From  what  has  been 
advanced  it  appears  that  no  Petrine  system  of  doctrine 
is  deducible  from  our  epistle,  even  though  it  be  taken 
in  connection  with  other  literature  in  which  the  chief 
apostle  had  a  part.  Weiss's  Petrinischer  Lehrhegriff  is 
built  of  crumbling  materials.  It  is  possible  that  the 
letter  may  contain  a  pre- Pauline  development  of  apo- 
stolic doctrine  ;  but  the  idea  is  not  warranted  by  internal , 
evidence. 

It  is  improbable  that  Peter  should  write  to  the 
churches  of  Pontus,  Cappadocia,  and  Bithynia,  which 
Paul  had  founded  and  instructed  ;  at  least  while  the 
apostle  himself  was  alive.  If  he  were  in  Babjdon  on 
the  Euphrates,  as  many  think,  he  could  know  very  little 
of  their  state.  It  is  assumed  indeed  that  Mark  had 
gone  from  Asia  Minor  to  Babylon,  and  told  him  about 
the  condition  of  the  Christians  m  the  countries  referred 
to ;  but  that  is  conjecture.  ^  Nor  is  the  difficulty 
removed  by  supposing,  with  Briickner,  that  Mark  had 
been  with  Peter  before  he  went  back  to  Paul,  after 
the  separation  referred  to  in  Acts  xv.  39  ;  a  supposition 
altogether  gratuitous.  The  salutation  makes  no  men- 
tion of  Mark's  late  presence  in  Asia  Minor  ;  nor  does 
the  epistle  allude  to  the  writer's  information  respecting 
the  churches  being  received  through  Mark.  On  the 
contrary,  the  expression,  '  Marcus,  my  son,'  looks  as 
if  the  churches  knew  little  about  Peter's  companion. 
If  Paul  was  a  prisoner  in  Rome  when  Peter  wrote  to 
these  Christians,  it  is  strano-e  that  he  should  never 
allude  to  that  fact ;  though  it  was  one  which  would 
excite  their  sympathy.     And  if  the  apostle  of  the  Gen- 
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tiles  was  still  travelling  about,  wliy  should  the  apostle 
of  the  circumcision  write  to  communities  consisting 
for  the  most  part  of  Gentiles  ?  As  soon  as  we  try  to 
get  an  intelligible  or  consistent  view  of  Peter  writing 
to  these  Pauline  churches  from  Babylon  while  Mark 
was  with  him,  either  immediately  before  Paul's  im- 
prisonment or  after  it,  the  field  of  historical  probability 
must  be  abandoned. 

It  is  not  likely  that  Peter  knew  Greek  so  well  as  to 
be  able  to  write  the  epistle.  His  native  dialect  was 
AramaBan,  which  he  would  not  lay  aside  as  long  as  he 
addressed  the  Jewish  Christians  of  Palestine.  If  he  ever 
went  to  Babylon,  it  was  on  account  of  the  Hebrew 
Christians  there,  who  spoke  the  same  language.  Hence 
it  is  not  surprising,  that  several  critics  suppose  that  the 
epistle  did  not  proceed  from  the  apostle  in  its  present 
form,  but  that  it  was  translated  out  of  Aramaean  by 
Silvanus  or  Mark.  Jerome  speaks  of  Peter  using  '  dif- 
ferent interpreters  '  in  the  two  epistles,  because  of  their 
difi^erent  style.  The  expression,  '  I  have  written  by 
Silvanus'  (v.  12),  might  even  be  applied  to  Peter's 
dictation  of  the  letter  to  Silvanus  his  amanuensis  ;  but 
had  he  been  the  translator,  we  should  have  expected  a 
salutation  from  him.  The  epistle  bears  no  marks  of  a 
version  ;  and  in  the  absence  of  opposite  testimony,  we 
hold  that  it  was  written  in  Greek.  Hence  Peter's 
authorship  becomes  improbable,  as  he  used  the  Ara- 
maean tongue. 

A  new  doctrine  appears  in  iii.  18,  etc.  and  iv.  6, 
where  it  is  said  that  the  gospel  was  preached  to  the 
dead.  It  was  Christ  who  preached  to  the  captive  spirits 
in  the  lower  world,  to  the  sinners  who  perished  in  the 
time  of  Noah.  His  redeeming  power  is  extended  to  all. 
This  is  the  first  mention  of  Christ's  descent  into  Hades. 
And  the  dead  who  are  supposed  to  be  saved  through  it 
are  represented  as  having  had  their  judgment  in  the 
death  of  the  body,  for  they  are  still  alive  as  incorporeal 
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spirits.  The  idea  tliat  salvation  is  offered  even  to  those 
in  the  lower  world,  is  a  beautiful  one.  The  gospel 
message  is  presented  to  all,  even  to  such  as  had  died 
impenitent.  Its  range  is  universal.  This  conception 
is  post- Pauline.  It  is  not  perhaps  entirely  original,  for 
the  Jews  make  such  Israelites  as  are  in  Sheol  partakers  of 
Messiah's  benefits.^  Justin  Martyr  and  Irena^us  cite  a 
passage  from  Jeremiah  about  the  Holy  One  of  Israel  de- 
scending to  the  dead  to  evangelise  thera  ;  but  it  is  not  in 
the  writings  of  the  prophet,  and  is  probably  of  Jewish 
Christian,  not  Jewish,  origin.  The  present  writer  may 
have  also  had  respect  to  the  subterranean  beings  or 
things  spoken  of  in  the  Philippian  epistle  (ii.  10).  In 
any  case,  the  thought  of  Christ  being  the  Saviour  of 
all,  so  that  even  the  dead  deserve  deliverance,  commends 
itself  to  the  spiritual  consciousness  of  humanity.  A 
somewhat  similar  text  about  the  under  world  occurs  in 
Hermas  ;  but  instead  of  Christ  descending  to  preach  to 
the  spirits,  the  apostles  go  down  to  give  baptism  to  the 
righteous — an  idea  unknown  to  the  fathers,  except  to 
Clement  of  Alexandria  who  copied  Hernias.^ 

In  modern  times,  Semler  was  the  first  that  doubted 
Peter's  direct  authorship  of  the  epistle,  and  Eichhorn 
followed.  A  similar  position  is  assumed  by  Ewald, 
Grimm,  and  Renan  ;  the  last  scholar  giving  Peter  the 
help  of  Silvaniis.  Such  mediating  process  carries  im- 
probability on  the  face  of  it.  The  work  is  either  Peter's 
entirely,  or  it  is  not ;  and  Weiss  is  consistent  in  assert- 
ing the  Petrine  authorship,  boldly  maintaining  that 
Paul  used  the  epistle,  instead  of  Peter  using  Paul's 
writings.  It  was  an  easy  task  for  Seufert  to  refute  this 
hypothesis.  Since  Schwegler  and  Baur,  who  first  set 
aside  the  Petrine  claims  with  critical  skill,  other  scholars 
have  accepted  their  conclusion :  Zeller,  Yolkmar,  Hil-  . 
genfeld,  Holtzmann,  Blom    and    W.    Bruckner.       The 

^  See  Bertlioldt's  Christoloffin  Judceoriwi,  etc.  p.  173,  etc. 
*  See  Ilermas,  St7n,  ix.  16.  5. 
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Petrine  origin  of  the  letter  is  generally  abandoned  by- 
scholars . 


TIME    AND    PLACE. 

The  place  of  writing  was  Rome,  the  mystical  Baby- 
lon whence  Peter  is  supposed  to  address  scattered  be- 
lievers. Babylon  on  the  Euphrates  would  naturally  be 
understood  as  the  locality  of  the  writer,  if  he  were  Peter ; 
but  it  is  unlikely  that  he  ever  was  there.  Ecclesiastical 
history  is  silent  respecting  his  sojourn  in  Babylonia. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  testimony  of  antiquity  is  favour- 
able to  Rome.  Papias  and  Clement  of  Alexandria 
understood  Babylon  to  be  that  city.  After  the  naming 
of  Rome  as  Babylon  in  the  Apocalypse,  the  figurative 
usage  became  common.  It  is  in  the  Sibylline  oracles 
and  Hippolytus  ;  in  Eusebius  and  Jerome.  The  objec- 
tion that  a  mystical  appellation  is  unsuitable  to  an 
epistle,  is  of  no  weight.  An  author  personating  Peter 
might  well  use  a  metaphorical  appellation  for  the  sup- 
posed place  of  his  abode. 

A  Roman  Christian  wrote  the  epistle,  in  the  name 
of  Peter. 

Indications  of  date  have  been  found  in  the  contents. 
Some,  as  Mayerhoff  and  Neander,  suppose  that  the 
Neronian  persecution  had  begun  ;  an  opinion  that  brings 
the  composition  of  the  epistle  immediately  after  July 
19,  A.D.  64.  '  Others  think  that  the  persecution  was 
only  apprehended ;  and  date  the  letter  earlier.  The 
decision  depends  on  tlie  interpretation  of  various  pas- 
sages :  i.  6  ;  ii.  12  ;  iii.  13-17  ;  iv.  12-19  ;  v.  6-10  ; 
especially  on  iii.  15,  16  ;  iv.  4,  5,  16-19  ;  v.  9.  The 
Christians  were  branded  as  evil-doers,  called  upon  to 
answer  accusations  directed  against  them,  and  condemned 
to  death.  The  very  name  of  christian  was  a  crime.  The 
exhortation  to  obey  all  rulers  appears  to  imply  that 
the  Roman  authorities  liad  instituted  legal  proceedings 
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against  the  Christians  ;  which  agrees  with  the  time 
of_Trajan,  who  was  the  first  emperor  that  ordered  a 
proper  investigation  of  the  accusations  brought  against 
Christians  in  the  Roman  empire,  and  enacted  that 
the  persistent  confession  of  the  new  religion  should  be 
punished  with  death.  It  is  significant  that  the  writer 
addresses  believers  in  Bithynia  ;  since  Pliny  was  the 
governor,  and  had  written  for  instructions  to  Rome  as 
to  the  way  of  dealing  with  the  Christians  there.  The 
reign  of  Trajan  also  agrees  with  the  strangeness  of  the 
new  trial  and  with  the  espionage  practised,  against  which 
this  emperor  passed  strict  laws  (iv.  12,  15).  The  Nero- 
nian  persecution  did  not  extend  to  the  whole  empire. 
Hence  the  situation  indicated  in  the  epistle  does  not 
comport  with  that  time,  but  was  one  of  general  suffering 
and  fiery  trial  to  which  the  Christians  throughout  the 
provinces  were  exposed  from  the  judicial  measures  taken 
against  them  by  the  governors.  The  passages  we  have-n  j, 
referred  to  are  unsuited  to  the  Neronian  persecution,  -  "  ^ 
because  it  arose  out  of  a  specific  charge  against  the 
Christians  in  Rome,  viz.  that  they  were  incendiaries  ; 
whereas  the  persons  addressed  in  the  epistle  were 
branded  as  evil-doers  generally  ;  the  fact  of  their  being 
Christians  and  living  differently  from  the  Gentiles 
around  them  exciting  suspicion  and  ill-will.  They  were 
proceeded  against  as  murderers,  thieves,  informers.  The 
spread  of  persecution  and  the  general  attention  which 
the  conduct  of  Christians  in  Asia,  so  unlike  that  of  the 
self-indulgent  heathen  among  whom  they  lived,  had  ex- 
cited, carry  us  farther  than  the  reign  of  Nero,  even  to 
that  of  Trajan.  Their  suft'erings  had  begun,  and  more 
grievous  ones  were  feared  ;  but  the  writer  expects  their 
speedy  cessation.  Had  the  language  of  the  epistle  been 
more  definite,  intimating  a  systematic  persecution  of 
the  believers  for  a  specific  crime,  like  that  of  incendi- 
arism, it  might  have  suited  the  Neronian  period  from 
A.D.  64  ;  but  it  points  to  another  time  and  a  wider  field,  <^ 
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when  Christianity  liad  drawn  away  so  many  converts 
in  the  Roman  provinces  of  Asia  that  the  magistrates 
were  obliged  to  take  measures  against  it.  All  the  cir- 
cumstances bring  us  to  the  reign  of  Trajan,  perhaps  to 
the  year  a.d.  113.  So  Schwegler^  and  Baur  conclude  ; 
and  their  opinion  is  most  probable. 


PERSONS   ADDRESSED. 

The  letter  is  addressed  to   '  the  strangers  scattered 
throughout    Pontus,    Galatia,     Cappadocia,    Asia,    and 
Bithynia,'  etc.     The  word   translated   str anger ^"^  is  of 
doubtfid   meaning.     It  signifies  a  sojourner,  one  who 
stays  for  a  short  time  in  a  strange  place  ;  and  should 
be  taken  metaphorically.     Weiss,  who  argues  at  great 
length,  that  the  epistle  was  addressed  to  Jewish  Chris- 
tians, relies  on  the  following  words,  '  scattered  through 
Pontus,'  etc.,  for  proof  that  the  Jewish  believers  in  the 
five  provinces  specified  were  the  parties  intended.''^    But 
Gentile  readers  are  implied  in  the  letter  itself  (i.  14, 18  ; 
ii.  9,  10  ;  iii.  6  ;   iv.  8).     Though  some  of  these  pas- 
sages may  appear  ambiguous,  because  of  the   Jewish 
phraseology  employed,  tlie  author's  manner,  which  is  to 
speak  of  Christianity  as  the  consummation  of  Judaism, 
and  Grentile  Cliristians  as  the  spiritual  Israel,  explains 
them.     We  know  from  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  and 
Paul's  epistles,  that  the  churches  in  Asia  Minor  mainly 
consisted   of  Grentile  converts      It  is  likely  too,  that 
those  of  the  other  four  countries  specified  were  sub- 
stantially composed  of  Gentiles.     If  therefore  the  writer 
addresses  Gentile  churches,  the  word  stranger  must  be 
taken  symbolically  or  typically  for  Gentile  pilgrims  or 
sojourners,  those  absent  from  the  spiritual  centre  of  God's 
kingdom  on  earth,  or  the  Christian  Jerusalem.     In  this 
way  the  epithet  applies  to  Gentile  Christians,  for  whom 

'  Das  Nachapostolische  Zeitalter,  vol.  ii.  p.  10,  et  scq. 

'^  naf:fni8j]fj.ois.  ^  Der  Petrinische  Lehrhajriff,  p.  20. 
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we  believe  the  author  intended  it.  Tlie  spiritual  idea  of 
pilgrimage  is  predominant  in  the  epithet ;  and  the  fol- 
lowmg  word,  disjjersion,^  belongs  as  much  to  the  noun 
before  as  to  the  proper  names  succeeding  it.  The 
language  cannot  be  taken  literally,  denoting  Jews  in 
strange  lands,  without  contradicting  the  contents  of  the 
letter.  Neither  can  the  word  stixmgers  be  restricted, 
with  Credner,  to  proselytes,  those  of  Gentile  extraction 
who  had  embraced  Judaism  before  turning  to  Chris- 
tianity, for  proselytes  were  otherwise  styled.^  That 
there  were  some  Jews  and  some  proselytes  in  these 
communities  is  probable  enough  ;  but  they  were  th& 
smaller  number.  The  Pauline  churches  were  chiefly 
Gentile. 

OBJECT. 

At  the  close  of  the  letter  the  author  says,  '  By 
Silvanus,  a  faithful  brother  unto  you  as  I  suppose,  I 
have  written  briefly,  exhorting  and  testifying  that  this 
is  the  true  grace  of  God  wherein  ye  stand,'  intimating 
that  his  design  was  to  assure  them  of  the  truth  they  had 
received  from  the  lips  of  Paul  and  his  fellow-workers 
being  the  unchangeable  word  of  God,  the  source  of 
animatmg  hope  and  permanent  comfort,  which  they 
should  appropriate  with  the  simplicity  of  new-born 
babes,  that  they  might  grow  to  Christian  maturity. 
Thus  he  intended  to  confirm  them  in  the  faith  which 
Paul  tauo;ht.  It  was  also  included  in  his  desig-n  to 
exhort  them  to  steadfastness  under  the  trials  to  which 
they  were  exposed,  to  give  consolation,  and  to  regulate 
their  conduct  towards  the  heathen  around  ;  that  they 
might  be  sober,  holy,  harmless,  silencing  their  perse- 
cutors with  well-doing.  The  greater  part  of  the  letter 
has  to  do  with  the  latter  aspect  of  the  design  ;  from 
which  we   infer   that   the   relation   they   bore   to   the 
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heathens  was  a  critical  one.     Suspicion,  jealousy,  and 
oppression  from  those  without,  fell  to  the  lot  of  these 
Christians.    In  such  circumstances  the  writer  counselled 
them  about  their  conduct,  and  the  way  in  which  they 
should  meet  the  hatred  of  enemies.     As  the}^  had  been 
already  grounded  in  the  doctrines  of  Christianity,  the 
letter  is  not  doctrmal.     Neither  does  it  enter  into  th^ 
peculiarities  of  their  inner  life  or  experience.     Perhaps 
the  author  did  not  know  them  well  fenough  to  do  that. 
He  contents  himself  with  general  admonitions  to  stead- 
fastness.    The  relations  of  the  author  to  his  readers  are 
not  definite.     Credner,^  indeed,  appeals  to  i.  1,  23,  25  ; 
ii.  11  ;   V.  1,  12,  13,  as  proof  that  the  Christians  ad- 
dressed had  an  accurate  acquaintance  with  the  writer 
and  his  affairs  ;  but  the  passages  in  question  do  not  reveal 
the  fact ;  much  less  do  they  imply  that  he  had  laboured 
in  the  gospel  for  their  benefit  and  in  their  midst.    They 
show  that  he  took  an  interest  in  their  welfare,  and  that 
he  knew  their  general  condition,  with  the  trials  they 
were  exposed  to ;  but  there  are  no  traces  of  personal 
work  among  them  ;    nothing  definite  in  their  circum- 
!  stances    prompting    him   to   write.       The    ^picture    is 
'  drawn  in  broad  outlines  ;  just  as  the  i^ndividuality  of 
the  author  himself  is  indistinct.     He  confines  himself  to 
generals,  so  that  his  production  has  little  of  a  personal 
character. 


GENERAL    CHARACTER,    STYLE,   AND    DICTION. 

Steiger  '^  finds  in  the  epistle  great  facility  of  expres- 
sion and  ease  in  linking  ideas  together  ;  but  the  case 
does  not  appear  to  us  in  the  same  light.  The  language 
is  somewhat  rugged,  and  the  author's  control  over  it 
incomplete.    He  uses  it  with  a  degree  of  embarrassment, 

^  Einleitumg,  p.  640. 

^  Exposition  of  the  First  Epistle  of  Peter,  etc ,  vol.  i.  pp.  7,  8,  English 
translation. 
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which  influences  the  development  of  his  ideas  and  makes 
their  consecution  illogical.  They  are  often  attached  to 
a  word  by  means  of  a  relative  pronoun,  which  gives  the 
style  a  limping  appearance.  The  sequence  of  ideas, 
such  as  it  is,  has  been  well  traced  by  Seyler  in  the  first 
twelve  verses,  where  it  is  least  apparent  ; '  and  it  is 
observable  in  the  remainder  of  the  epistle. 

The  diction  is  not  devoid  of  strength,  but  it  is 
rough  ;  and  the  construction  is  often  constrained.  The 
author  repeats  the  same  sentiments,  in  identical  or 
similar  words,  oftener  than  Paul.  Compare,  for  exam- 
ple, iii.  16  with'ii.  12  ;  iii.  1 — iv.  3  with  i.  14  ;  ii.  11 — 
iv.  12  with  i.  6-9  ;  iv.  14  with  ii.  20  ;  iii.  14,  17  ;  v.  8 
with  iv.  7  ;  i.  13.  He  likes  to  employ  the  preposition 
to  with  the  accusative  of  a  person  (i.  4,  10,  11,  25)  ;  to 
separate  the  article  from  its  noun  (iii.  2,  3,  16)  ;  to  use 
the  particle  as  (i.  14,  19  ;  ii.  2,  5,  11-14,  16,  25  ;  iii.  6, 

7  ;  iv.  10-12,  15,  16  ;  v.  3,  8,  12)  ;  and  to  apply  a 
participle,  not  only  with  an  imperative  either  before  or 
after  it,  but  absolutely,  without  any  finite  verb  (i.  13, 
]4,  18,  22,  23  ;  ii.  1,  4,  12,  16,  18  ;  iii.  1,  7,  9,  16  ;  iv. 

8  :  V.  7).  In  no  other  writer  do  we  meet  with  glories 
(i.  11),  or  virtues  in  the  plural  number  (ii.  9)  ;  and 
with  the  same  sufferings  (v.  9)^  so  expressed.  In  citmo- 
the  Old  Testament  the  phrase  it  is  co?ituined  in  Scripture 
(ii.  6)^  is  singular.  The  Spirit  of  God  rests  (iv.  14)  ;  the 
loins  of  the  mind  (i.  13)  ;  to  distribute  honour  (iii.  7),  are 
also  phrases  peculiar  to  the  writer.  He  has  favourite 
words  ;*  and  the  number  of  terms  which  occur  m  his 
epistle  alone  is  large.^ 

^  Studien  unci  Kritikeyi  for  1832,  p.  44,  et  seq. 

^  TO.  aiiTU  Tcov  iTa6v]fidT<DV.  ^  Trepi€)(ei  iv  Tt]  ypa<pTj. 

*  As  dvaa-rpocjir),  KaKOTroios, 

^  So  called  dna^  Xfyopeva,  as  ddfXcfioTTis,  tidoXoi,  dvayevvdv,  alaxpoKepSois, 
dWorpiofTricTKOTTOs,  dfiapdvripos,  dpdpavTos,  dvayKacrTcbs,  dva^wvvva-diu,  dvd- 
X^cris,  di'eKkdXrjTos,  avOpo^Ttivq  KTiais,  avriXoiSopflv,  dnoyivfadaL,  dnoveiidv, 
apTiyiVvrjTos,  aTrpoacoTroXTjnTas,  dpxi7roipT]v,  ddepiros,  ^lovv,  iScaiXeios,  yvucu- 
Kelos,  (TTip-apTvpflv,  (7Tepo)TT]pa,  epTrXoKrj,  evdvais,  'ivvoia  sing.,  i^ayyeXXeiv, 
fnonTVtiv,  fniKdXvfip.a,  (TriXonros,  iyKopL^oxxxdaif  eVtreXeio-^ai,  t^epevpdv,  Upd- 
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It  is  not  Tincommon  to  trace  Peter's  mental  idiosyn- 
crasy in  the  manner,  style,  and  language  of  the  letter, 
after  it  has  been  assumed  that  he  wrote  it.  Fervour 
has  been  pronounced  its  chief  characteristic,  from 
Chrysostom  downward.  The  author  hurries  on,  says 
what  he  has  to  say  in  any  words  that  come  soonest, 
stamps  the  image  of  his  soul  on  thoughts  and  language, 
portrays  the  profound  emotions  that  swayed  him,  his 
earnest  convictions  and  thorough  zeal.  Such  descrip- 
tion is  the  offspring  of  imagination.  The  writer  is 
calm,  serene,  zealous  but  mild,  earnest  but  not  fervid. 
He  does  not  hurry  along.  Instead  of  stamping  the 
image  of  his  soul  upon  the  letter,  it  is  obvious  that  he 
lacked  the  profundity  of  emotion  and  intensity  of  pur- 
pose which  alone  could  impart  a  living  impress  to  the 
production.  The  very  trait  most  absent  from  the  letter 
is  a  distinct  individuality.  We  admit  that  tokens  of 
individual  character  and  independence  are  found  here 
and  there,  but  they  are  of  a  minor  kind,  having  their 
basis  in  Paulinism  and  consisting  of  details.  The  body 
of  Christian  doctrine  on  which  he  builds  is  Paul's, 
interpenetrated  with  his  own  remarks  ;  the  practical 
side  of  it  being  presented  after  his  own  fashion.  To 
speak  therefore  of  '  a  Petrine  doctrinal  system,'^  or  to 
find  one  in  the  epistle,  is  preposterous.  The  author's 
manner  is  fresh  but  passionless,  more  placid  and  chas- 
tened than  we  might  expect  from  Peter.  He  is  cheer- 
ful, consolatory,  and  hopeful.  We  do  not  say  that 
Peter  could  not  have  written  the  letter,  for  it  is  hazar- 
dous to  judge  of  one's  composition  and  pronounce  it 
atithentic  or  not  from  a  few  personal  traits  ;  but  the 
absence  of  definite  personality,  and  its  mild  tone,  make 
his  authorship  improbable.     The  fiery  vigour   of  the 

TfVfia,  Kkios,  Kparaios,  6fi6(pp(OP,  oTr^i^eadai,  olvocfiXvyia,  TTTorjms,  npofiapTv- 
peadiu,  nepidfcris,  ttotos,  TvarpoTrapahoTOi,  Trpodvpcos,  pvnos,  dwoiKelu,  avveK- 
XfKTT;,  avfiiradris,  crdevovv,  cnropd,  avprrperrfivTfpos,  VTroXipTrdveiv,  vivoypap,p,6s, 
c})ikd8e\(f>os,  o)pvfa6at,  nearly  sixty  in  all. 

^  Fetrinischer  Lehrhegriffj  the  title  of  a  volume  by  B.  Weiss. 
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apostle  is  not  reflected.  The  head  of  the  Jewish  Chris- 
tians must  have  greatly  changed,  if  he  became  the  con- 
ciliatory expounder  of  a  practical  Paulinism. 


ANALYSIS    OF    CONTENTS. 

Steiger  states  truly  that  a  logically-arranged  table  of 
all  the  contents  can  scarcely  be  given.  The  author 
passes  from  one  thing  to  another,  insensibly.  A  se- 
quence of  ideas  can  be  traced  though  it  is  irregular. 

Perhaps  the  best  division  is  into  two  parts,  exclusive 
of  the  salutation,  introduction,  and  concluding  verses, 
the  former  containing  general,  the  latter  particular 
exhortations,  viz.  i.  13-ii.  10,  and  ii.  11-v.  11. 

The  inscription  and  salutation  are  m  verses  1,  2. 

In  the  introduction  the  author  expresses  gratitude 
to  God  for  the  abundant  blessings  of  salvation  bestowed 
on  himself  and  his  readers,  reminding  them  of  the  con- 
flict which  Christians  have  to  endure  ;  and  takino-  it 
for  granted  that  they  were  conductmg  themselves  so 
that  it  should  issue  in  complete  salvation  in  the  day  of 
Christ's  manifestation.  The  mention  of  salvation  leads 
him  to  mark  its  importance  by  the  fact,  that  the  old 
prophets  were  earnestly  desirous  to  know  the  time  to 
which  the  spirit  of  prophecy  respecting  Christ  pointed  • 
and  that  the  angels  themselves  were  eager  to  look  into 
it  (i.  3-12). 

A  series  of  general  admonitions  follows.  He  exhorts 
the  Christians  of  Asia  Minor  to  a  watchful  and  perfect 
hope  m  the  favour  to  be  brought  to  them  at  the  future 
appearance  of  Christ ;  to  obedience  and  holiness,  since 
he  that  called  them  is  holy,  and  because  they  should 
fear  their  judge,  recollecting  the  atoning  death  of 
Christ,  who  was  foreordained  from  eternity  but  ap- 
peared in  the  latter  time  for  the  benefit  of  believers. 
He  counsels  them  still  further  to  holiness  and  especially 
to  brotherl}^  love,  by  bringing  to  their  recollection  the 
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regenerated  state  into  which  they  were  introduced  by 
the  instrumentality  of  the  living  word,  which  he  proves 
to  abide  for  ever  by  reference  to  the  Old  Testament 
(i.  13-25). 

The  writer  further  exhorts  them  to  growth  in  the 
new  life,  if  indeed  they  had  begun  to  experience  the 
grace  of  God,  reminding  them  that  they  formed  part  of 
the  spiritual  temple  of  which  Jesus  Christ  is  the  corner- 
stone ;  and  that  they  were  the  officiating  priests  in  it 
to  offer  spiritual  sacrifices.  This  is  established  by  an 
appeal  to  the  Old  Testament  ;  whence  he  draws  the 
conclusion  that  the  honour  is  to  believers,  while  danger 
and  destruction  await  the  disobedient.  Resuming  the 
description  of  Christians  contained  in  a  preceding  verse, 
he  represents  them  as  a  peculiar  people  who  had  ob- 
tamed  mercy  (ii.  1—10). 

The  second  division  consists  of  a  series  of  special 
exhortations,  bearing  on  the  external  and  internal  rela- 
tions of  those  addressed  (ii.  11-v.  11). 

The  author  counsels  his  readers  to  maintain  a  good 
life  among  the  heathen,  that  their  adversaries  might 
be  led  to  glorify  God,  and  submit  to  the  civil  govern- 
ment they  were  under  ;  for  though  spiritually  free,  they 
should  not  abuse  their  liberty.  On  the  contrary,  they 
were  bound  to  treat  all  with  due  respect  (ii.  12-17). 

Slaves  are  enjoined  to  obey  their  masters,  and  to  be 
patient  under  the  ills  of  their  lot,  since  they  were  called 
for  this  very  purpose  that  they  should  exhibit  a  spirit 
of  meek  endurance  under  the  pressure  of  suffering,  in 
accordance  with  the  example  of  Christ  who  bore  the 
penalty  for  our  sins  and  brought  us  back  to  his  fold 
(ii.  18-25). 

Wives  are  exhorted  to  obey  their  husbands  ;  and 
instead  of  priding  themselves  on  outward  decorations, 
to  attract  by  mental  charms.  This  is  enforced  by  the 
examples  of  holy  women  under  the  old  dispensation 
and   of   Sarah  in  particular,  whose  daughters  Gentile 
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women  become  when  they  do  right,  and  have  no  fear  of 
threatenings  without  (iii.  1-6). 

Husbands  are  admonished  to  honour  and  respect  the 
wife  as  the  weaker  vessel  (iii.  7). 

By  way  of  conchision,  the  author  subjoins  a  general 
exhortation  respecting  unanimity,  sympathy,  brotherly 
love,  mercifulness,  courtesy,  returning  good  for  evil, 
speaking  peace  instead  of  speaking  guile  ;  reminding 
his  readers  that  God  rewards  the  good  and  punishes  the 
evil  (iii.  8-12). 

He  now  exhorts  them  to  the  exercise  of  a  fearless, 
meek,  and  patient  spuit  in  the  prospect  of  suffering, 
founded  on  the  possession  of  a  good  conscience  ;  re- 
ferring for  their  encouragement  to  the  sufferings  and 
resurrection  of  Christ,  who,  when  put  to  death  in  the 
body,  lived  in  spirit  and  preached  in  Hades  to  the  cap- 
tive spirits  who  had  been  disobedient  till  the  flood.  In 
like  manner  through  baptism,  in  a  mode  similar  to  that 
in  which  Noah  and  his  family  were  rescued,  a  small 
number  are  now  saved  by  virtue  of  the  resurrection  of 
Christ,  who  is  gone  to  the  right  hand  of  God  (iii.  13- 
22). 

This  leads  to  encouraging  counsel.  Since  Christ 
suffered  for  sinners,  they  should  exhibit  the  fortitude 
and  patience  He  displayed  ;  for  the  man  who  bears  his 
sufferings  mth  a  Christian  spirit  ceases  to  sin  habitually, 
that  he  may  live  after  the  will  of  God.  Believers  should 
not  indulge  fleshly  lusts  after  the  manner  of  the  heathen 
(iv.  1-3). 

As  their  holy  conduct  had  brought  the  reproaches 
of  the  ungodly  upon  them,  they  are  referred  to  the 
judgment,  when  they  and  their  accusers  should  receive 
a  righteous  sentence.  And  because  the  judgment  is 
at  hand,  he  enjoins  them  to  be  sober  and  watchful  ;  to 
have  fervent  charity  towards  one  another  ;  to  be  hos- 
pitable, each  employing  his  gift  for  the  benefit  of  others  ; 
for  example,  the  teacher  or  prophet  uttermg  the  words 
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of  God  not  his  own  opinions,  and  every  one  ministering 
out  of  the  ability  given  him,  that  God  might  be  glorified 
in  all  his  instruments  (iv.  4-11), 

The  writer  encourages  his  readers  to  bear  the  trial  to 
which  God  should  subject  them,  with  joyfal  spirit.  If 
they  were  reproached  for  Christ's  sake  they  were  happy, 
inasmuch  as  the  Spirit  was  in  them  as  a  spirit  of  glory 
and  power.  They  should  be  careful,  however,  not  to 
suffer  in  a  bad  cause  but  as  followers  of  Christ ;  not 
ashamed,  but  rather  praising  God  in  this  respect  (iv. 
12-16). 

The  necessity  of  bearing  the  judgment  which  began 
to  threaten  the  unbelieving,  serves  to  console  the  suifer- 
ing  (iv.  17-19). 

He  now  addresses  the  elders  of  the  churches,  enjoin- 
ing them  to  attend  to  their  duties  spontaneously,  not 
for  the  sake  of  money,  nor  lording  it  over  the  churches, 
but  being  examples  to  the  flock,  remembering  that  their 
reward  would  come  from  the  chief  Shepherd.  The 
younger  should  be  subject  to  the  elder,  none  seeking  to 
exercise  authority  over  the  rest,  but  all  clothed  with 
humility  (v.  1-5). 

The  closing  exhortation  relates  to  humble  submission 
to  God's  will,  sobriety,  and  watchfulness  against  the 
great  adversary,  whom  they  are  commanded  to  resist 
with  steadfast  faith.  To  this  is  appended  a  prayer  for 
the  confirmation  of  his  readers  in  the  truth,  with  a  dox- 
ology  (v.  6-11). 

The  conclusion  alludes  to  Silvanus  as  bearer  of  the 
letter  ;  and  salutations  are  sent  from  the  church  at 
Babylon  and  Mark  (v.  12-14). 
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NOTICES   OF   THE    PERSON  TO  WHOM    IT   IS  ATTRIBUTED. 

It  is  probable  that  the  Mark  to  whom  the  second  gospel 
is  commonly  assigned,  is  the  same  who  is  called  John 
(Acts  xiii.  5,  13)  and  John  Mark  (Acts  xii.  12,  25  ; 
XV.  37).  If  so,  he  was  a  native  of  Jerusalem,  the  son 
of  Mary,  and  a  friend  of  the  Christians  there.  In  the 
epistle  to  the  Colossians  he  is  styled  the  cousin  of  Bar- 
nabas ;  with  which  accords  the  tradition  that  he  was  of 
the  tribe  of  Levi  and  the  priestly  line.  He  accompanied 
Paul  and  Barnabas  on  their  first  missionary  journey, 
leaving  them  at  Perga  in  Pamphylia,  and  returning  to 
Jerusalem.  While  Paul  was  on  his  second  missionary 
tour,  Mark  accompanied  Barnabas  to  Cyprus.  But 
though  the  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles  had  been  dissatisfied 
with  his  conduct,  and  refused  to  have  him  for  an  asso- 
ciate on  his  second  journey,  they  were  afterwards  recon- 
ciled ;  if  the  statement  in  2  Timothy  iv.  11,  where  it 
is  said  that  he  is  profitable  to  Paul,  can  be  relied  upon 
as  proof.  Hence  he  is  styled  the  fellow-worker  of  the 
Apostle  to  the  Gentiles  (Coloss.  iv.  11).  Nothing  cer- 
tain is  known  of  the  remainder  of  his  life,  as  the  tra- 
ditional accounts  of  early  ecclesiastical  writers  cannot 
be  relied  on.  Eusebius  says  he  was  with  the  apostle 
Peter  in  Rome,  and  that  after  Peter's  death,  he  founded 
the  church  of  Alexandria,  of  which  Jerome  makes  him 
the  first  bishop.  He  is  said  to  have  suffered  martyrdom 
there. 
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If  tlie  Mark  mentioned  in  1  Peter  v.  13  be  identical 
with  John  Mark,  we  have  an  intimation  of  the  friendship 
existing  between  him  and  the  apostle  Peter.  In  that 
case,  he  was  converted  by  the  latter,  and  was  with  him 
in  Babylon  or  Rome  when  the  first  epistle  is  said  to 
have  been  written.  But  some,  with  Bengel,  take  son 
in  the  passage  literally,  and  the  epithet  co-elect  ^  as  de- 
noting Peter's  wife.  It  is  more  probable,  however,  that 
son  means  spiritual  son  ;  though  we  must  allow  that 
the  usual  term  for  cmvert  in  Paul's  writings  is  not  em- 
ployed ;  ^  and  that  co-elect  refers  to  the  church  at  Rome 
rather  than  Peter's  wife.  No  example  of  a  salutation 
fi'om  the  writer's  wife  occurs  in  any  epistle  ;  whereas 
salutations  are  sent  from  churches. 

At  what  time  Mark  attached  himself  permanently  to 
Peter  cannot  be  ascertained.  It  was  after  Paul's  second 
missionary  journey.  The  New  Testament  furnishes 
little  information  on  the  point.  The  connection  between 
them  is  scarcely  intimated  in  the  Acts,  although  it  would 
not  have  been  out  of  place  there.  But  tradition  often 
alludes  to  their  association,  furnishing  distinct  and  un- 
equivocal notices  of  companionship  between  them,  which 
could  hardly  have  originated  in  1  Peter  v.  13,  or  have 
been  derived  from  Acts  xii.  12. 

The  tradition  respecting  Mark's  connection  with 
Peter  is  embodied  in  the  following  passages. 

Papias,  or  John  the  presbyter  according  to  the  re- 
lation of  Papias,  says  :  '  The  presbyter  John  said  : 
Mark,  being  the  interpreter  of  Peter,  wrote  exactly 
whatever  he  remembered  ;  but  he  did  not  write  in  order 
the  things  which  were  spoken  or  done  by  Christ.  For 
he  was  neither  a  hearer  nor  a  follower  of  the  Lord  ;  but 
afterwards,  as  I  said,  followed  Peter,  who  made  his  dis- 
courses suit  what  was  required,  without  the  view  of 
giving  a  connected  digest  of  the  discourses  of  our  Lord. 
Mark  therefore  committed  no  mistake  when  he  wrote 

'   (TweKXeKTr].  '  reKvou,  nut  v'loi  as  hci't". 
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down  Circumstances  as  he  recollected  them.  For  he  was 
very  careful  of  one  thing,  to  omit  nothing  of  what  he 
heard,  and  to  say  nothing  false  in  what  he  related. 
Thus  Papias  writes  of  Mark.'  ^ 

Iren?eus  says  :  '  Matthew  wrote  a  gospel  while  Peter 
and  Paul  were  preaching  at  Rome  and  founding  a 
church  there.  And  after  their  decease,  Mark,  the  dis- 
ciple and  interpreter  of  Peter,  delivered  to  us  in  writing 
the  things  that  had  been  preached  by  Peter.'  "^ 

Clement  of  Alexandria,  in  Eusebius,  states  :  '  In 
the  same  books  Clement  has  given  a  tradition  concern- 
ing the  order  of  the  gospels  which  he  had  received  from 
presbyters  of  old,  and  which  is  to  this  effect :  he  says 
that  the  gospels  containing  the  genealogies  were  written 
first  ;  that  the  occasion  of  writing  the  gospel  according 
to  Mark  was  this  :  Peter  having  publicly  preached  the 
word  at  Rome,  and  having  spoken  the  gospel  by  the 
Spirit,  many  present  exhorted  Mark  to  write  the  things 
which  had  been  spoken,  since  he  had  long  accompanied 
Peter,  and  remembered  what  he  had  said  ;  and  that 
when  he  had  composed  the  gospel,  he  delivered  it  to 
them  who  had  asked  it  of  him.  Which,  when  Peter 
knew,  he  neither  forbad  nor  encouraged  it.'  ^ 

^  6  npeo-^vTepos  Cladvvrjs)  fXeye  •  MiifJKOs  tiev  epfjLTjvevTrjs  Herpov  yevofievos^ 
oaa  efivrifiovevaev  aKpL^ais  eypayjyfV,  ov  p.fVTOi  ra|ei  ra  vno  tov  XpicrTov  rj  Xe^" 
6evTa  fj  npaxOevTa  •  ovre  yap  rJKOvcre  tov  Kvplov,  ovre  TraprjKoXovdrjaev  ui/ra, 
vcrrepov  8e,  as  e<pr)i>,  Uerpat,  os  Trpos  ras  xpfins  inoifiTO  ras  8i8a(rKa\ias,  aXX'  ov)(^ 
axTTvep  (Tvura^iv  rcav  KvpiaKcov  Troiovp-evos  Xoyaiv  [\oyicov]  •  coare  ovdev  fjpapre 
MdpKor,  oVTa>s  evia  ypdylras  ais  imepvrjpovevaev,  fvos  yap  fnoirjcraTo  npovoiaVf 
Toil  firjbev  av  fJKovcre  TrapaXnTflv,  ^  ^eixraadaL  ti  iv  avTols,  Tuira  p-ev  lo-ToprjTUi 
Tc5  Uania  nepi  tov  Ma^Kou. — Euseb.  H.  E.  ill.  39. 

^  "^laTdn'tos  ....  ypa(prjv  (^t]veyKei>  evayyeXlov  tov  IleTpov  koi  UavXnv  ev 
'Pcop,ri  evayyiKl^opevonv  ku\  deptXiovvTcov  Trjv  eKKkricriav  p.eTa  fie  Trjv  tovtcov 
f^o8ov,  MdpKos,  6  paOrjTrjs  Koi  ipprjvfVTTjS  TleTpov,  Ka\  avTos  ra  vno  IleTpov 
Krjpvaaopeva  iyypcKpais  rjp.'iv  napahiboiKe. — Adv.  Hceres.  lii.  1, 

^  av6is  8'  iv  rots  avTo2s  {rals  VTTOTvnaxreai)  o  KXrjprjs  ^t^Xtots  rrepi  tIjs 
Ta^ecos  Twu  fvayyeXioiv  napdSocriv  toov  dvtKaGfv  TrpfafSvTepav  TedfiTai,  tovtov 
i'yovcrav  tov  Tpoirov,  npoytypdcjidai  eXeyev  to)v  evayyiKiav  Ta  Tret>i()(oiiTa  Tag 
yevfoXoyias.  to  be  kuto  MdpKov  tovtyjv  e(r\r]Ke'vai  ttjv  oiKovopiav.  tov  IleTpov 
drjpoa-ia  ev  'Faprj  Krjpv^ai'Tos  tov  Xoyoi^,  Ka\  nvevpaTi  to  evayyiXiov  e^emovTos, 
Tovs  napovras  noXXovs  ovras  TrapuKuXfaai  tov  MupKov,  u>s  uv  uKoXovdtjaavr 


536  INTRODUCTION   TO   TFIE   NEW   TESTAMENT. 

Tertullian  affirms  that  'the  gospel  published  by  Mark 
may  be  called  Peter's,  whose  mterpreter  Mark  was  ; '  ^ 
and  Origen  states  that  '  Mark  wrote  it  as  Peter  directed 
him.'  ^ 

Eusebius  speaks  at  length  respecting  the  origin  of 
the  gospel,  saying  that  Peter's  hearers  prevailed  upon 
Mark,  Peter'' s  follower,  to  write  down  the  oral  teachings, 
and  that  the  apostle  authorised  it  to  be  read  in  the 
churches.  This  account  is  derived  from  Clement  and 
Papias,  with  something  of  the  historian's  own.^ 

In  another  work,  Eusebius  attributes  the  fact  of 
Peter's  not  writing  a  gospel  to  excessive  modesty.* 

Jerome's  testimony  is  similar  to  the  preceding.  He 
calls  Mark  the  disciple  and  interpreter  of  Peter,  says 
that  he  wrote  a  short  gospel  at  the  request  of  the 
brethren  at  Rome,  and  that  Peter  himself  both  sanc- 
tioned it  and  authorised  its  use  in  the  churches.  Else- 
where, Jerome,  calling  Mark  Peter's  interpreter  as  be- 
fore, says  that  the  one  dictated  and  the  other  wrote.^ 
Tertullian  and  Eusebius  related  the  report  as  not  cer- 
tain ;  while  Augustine  disbelieved  it  in  saying  '  Mark 
follows  Matthew  as  his  abridger.' 

The  varieties  of  the  tradition  are  noteworthy,  some 
making  Mark  write  during  Peter's  lifetime,  others  after 
his  death ;  some  saying  that  Peter  approved  and  autho- 
rised the  gospel,  others  that  he  neither  forbad  nor  en- 
couraged it.  The  most  probable  account  is  that  given 
by  Irena^us.  This,  however,  did  not  suffice  ;  so  that  it 
came  to  be  asserted  afterwards  that  the  work  was  carried 
out  under  an  apostle's  sanction  and  that  he  approved  of 
it  when  done.     Apostolic  authority  must  needs  be  got 

avTCd  noppaidev  koI  }xeixvr}fxivov  Tcov\fx^6€VT(xiV,avaypa^aira.(lpr}p.(va,Troir](TavTa 
Se  TO  evayyi\iov  p.€Ta8ovvM  rots  SfOfievois  aiirov.  onep  imyvovra  tov  Ylerpov, 
TrpoTperrTiKms  prjTf  KcoKvacu  prjre  rrporpe'^aadai, — H.  E.  vi.  14. 

^  '  Licet  et  Marcus  quod  edidit  evaugelium,  Petri  affirmatur,  cujus  inter- 
prea  Marcus/  etc. — Adv.  Marcion.  iv.  5. 

"^  wf  OeVpo?  vcfyrjyrjo-aro  oi/rto. — Ap.  Euse"b.  JI,  E.  vi.  25. 

3  H.  E.  ii.  15. 

''  Dcnionstr.  Eoani/.  iii.  6.  ^  2>e  Viria  Illustr,  c.  8. 
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for  an  evangelist's  document.  Where  this  is  absent,  it 
is  found  desirable  to  say  that  Mark  made  no  mistake  in 
his  recollections,  as  Papias  or  John  the  presbyter  asserts. 
The  evangelist  must  be  made  a  correct  reporter  of  an 
apostle's  narratives. 

The  course  of  the  tradition  is  easily  traced.  The 
gospel  was  first  attached  to  Peter.  Mark  wrote  it  after 
Peter's  death,  according  to  Irenieus.  But  the  credibi- 
lity of  the  work  was  still  left  vulnerable  ;  and  there- 
fore it  was  said  to  be  written  during  the  lifetime  of 
Peter,  who  even  read  and  sanctioned  it.  Eusebius  adds 
to  precedmg  assumptions  some  of  his  own  ;  and  the 
gospel  at  last  becomes  Peter's  in  reality  as  well  as  name. 
Tertullian  was  the  first  who  called  it  Peter's,  without 
asserting  that  the  apostle  read  and  sanctioned  it ; 
Eusebius  makes  it  his  emphatically  by  stating  that  he 
authorised  it  to  be  read  in  the  churches  ;  and  Jerome, 
improving  upon  the  historian,  affirms  that  Mark  wrote 
down  what  Peter  dictated. 

The  attestation  of  the  gospel  by  Peter,  or  its 
genuine  reproduction  of  the  apostle's  preachings,  can- 
not be  accepted  without  limitation,  for  a  comparison 
with  Matthew  and  Luke  does  not  always  show  deriva- 
tion from  an  eyewitness,  but  the  use  of  other  sources. 
Thus  the  double  account  of  the  multitude's  miraculous 
feeding  (4,000  and  5,000)  is  not  resolved  into  the  single 
one  out  of  which  it  arose.  Nor  are  the  words  of  Jesus 
always  reported  correctly,  as  is  shown  by  the  twofold 
statement  about  rich  men  entering  into  the  kingdom  of 
God  in  X.  23,  2-4,  and  by  the  unoriginal  declaration  in 
X.  12.  To  this  may  be  added  the  form  of  the  question 
put  by  the  Pharisees  in  x.  2.  Peter's  influence  upon 
the  gospel  can  only  have  been  indirect ;  it  has  not  im- 
pressed it  with  the  uniform  character  of  originality. 
The  narratives  savour  of  a  later  time  than  Peter's,  or 
Mark's  his  interpreter  ;  for  they  have  legendary  and 
ideal  elements  of  post-apostolic  growth.    This  is  tacitly 


538  INTRODUCTION   TO   THE   NEW  TESTAMENT. 

admitted  by  those  advocates  of  the  primitive  nature  of 
the  gospel  who  represent  Mark  as  rewriting  it  after  a 
time  ;  or  by  such  as  assume  that  a  later  hand  worked  it 
over. 

What  meaning  did  the  ancient  fathers  attach  to  the 
word  interpreter!  Is  it  that  Mark  j^ut  Peter's  Araniiuan 
discourses  into  Greek  ?  or  is  it  nearly  equivalent  to 
secretary^  as  if  Mark  developed  and  put  into  style  the 
oral  communications  of  Peter  ?  The  latter  is  the  more 
probable. 

RELATION    OF    MARK    TO    THE    SECOND    GOSPEL. 

The  statement  of  John  the  presbyter,  as  preserved 
by  Papias  and  recorded  in  Eusebius's  history,  is  to  the 
effect  that  Mark  did  not  write  in  order  ^  the  things 
spoken  or  done  by  Christ.  The  obvious  meaning  of  the 
expression  is  arrangement  generally,  whether  chrono- 
logical succession  or  concatenation  and  grouping.  The 
opposite  of  not  in  order  is  arrangement}  The  statement 
is  not  applicable  to  the  present  gospel,  which  has  the 
same  arrangement  as  Matthew's  or  Luke's.  Nor  has 
any  attempt  to  show  its  adaptation  to  the  character  of 
the  canonical  Greek  gospel  been  successful.  Not  hi 
order  means  more  than  writing  some  things,  a  phrase 
which  stands  in  the  subsequent  context,  i.e.  than 
isolated  facts.  What  reason  could  there  have  been  for 
saying  that  Mark  wrote  only  some  parts  of  the  evan- 
gelical history  or  an  incomplete  gospel  so  far,  when 
Matthew  himself  did  nothing  else  ?  It  is  impossible  to 
refer  the  expression  not  in  order  to  isolated  facts,  anec- 
dotes, adversaria,  materials  loosely  linked  together  ;  for 
the  matter  of  the  gospel  is  as  well  digested  as  that  of 
Matthew  or  Luke.  Nor  is  Meyer's  ingenious  assump- 
tion^ of  a  twofold  writing  being  indicated  in  the  frag- 

^  Evanyelium  des  MatthcBus,  Einleit.  pp.  31 ,  32. 
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ment  of  Papias  tenable, — the  one,  immediately  after 
Mark  heard  the  discourses  of  Peter,  which  was  not  in 
order  ;  the  other,  the  writing  of  the  gospel  proper,  a 
part  of  which  only  ^  is  excused  and  justified  as  not 
exhibiting  arrangement.''^  This  was  not  thought  of 
by  Papias  or  John  the  presbyter.  Kenrick  also  con- 
jectures that  Mark  wrote  the  materials  of  his  gospel 
twice  ;  but  prudently  abstains  from  any  attempt  to  find 
an  evidence  of  it  in  Papias's  words.^ 

A  careful  examination  of  Papias's  testimony  shows 
that  it  does  not  relate  to  our  present  gospel,  nor  bring 
Mark  into  connection  with  it  as  its  author.  All  we 
learn  from  it  is,  that  Mark  wrote  notes  of  a  gospel 
which  was  not  our  canonical  one.  To  escape  from  this 
conclusion,  it  may  be  said  that  John  the  presbyter  was 
not  infallible,  and  therefore  we  are  at  liberty  to  diifer 
from  his  opinion.  So  with  Papias.  The  judgments  of 
both  may  be  wrong.  In  the  present  instance  it  may  be 
asserted  that  the  presbyter  was  mistaken  in  supposing 
that  Mark  did  not  write  in  order.  But  the  statement  is 
not  so  much  a  matter  of  opinion  as  of  fact ;  for  every 
one  sees  that  Mark  did  write  an  arranged  work,  hke 
Matthew's  and  Luke's.  The  difficulty  of  reconciling 
the  testimony  of  the  presbyter  with  the  condition  of  the 
present  gospel  is  palpable  ;  and  the  witness  derives  im- 
portance from  his  being  the  oldest.  No  solid  reason  can 
be  given  for  despising  him,  except  the  perplexity  in 
which  he  involves  those  who  believe  him  to  speak  of 
the  present  gospel.  If  he  means  a  prior  document 
written  by  Mark,  his  testimony  is  intelligible,  and  the 
conclusion  it  leads  to  is  that  a  later  writer  composed 
the  canonical  gospel.  How  then  did  it  come  to  be 
attributed  to  one  that  did  not  write  it  ?  If  there  was 
at  first  an  authentic  document  of  Mark  differing  from 
our  gospel,  how  did  the  latter  come  into  the  place  of 
the  former  without  the  slightest  historical  notice  of  the 

'  evia  ypdy\ras.  *  ra|ts.  ^  Biblical  Essays,  p.  66. 
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mutual  relation  between  the  two  ?  The  writings  of  the 
fathers  usually  quoted  respecting  the  origin  of  the  gos- 
pels speak  of  one  and  the  same  work,  as  Baur  expressly 
allows  ;  and  if  the  document  of  which  Papias  speaks 
were  not  our  present  gospel,  how  could  this  older  writ- 
ing have  passed  at  once  into  oblivion,  and  the  present 
gospel,  coming  in  its  stead,  be  reckoned  the  work  of 
Mark  ?  It  is  difficult  to  answer  these  questions.  It 
does  not  seem  likely  that  John  the  presbyter  spoke  of  a 
proper  gospel,  but  rather  a  work  in  the  same  style  with 
the  Clementine  Homilies,^  in  which  Mark  wrote  down 
sayings,  narratives,  and  teachings  of  the  apostle  Peter. 
But  Papias  and  the  succeeding  fathers  already  knew  the 
present  gospel,  of  which  they  speak  as  though  it  were 
Mark's  Petrine  document.  Before  their  day,  during  the 
process  of  gospel  production  and  literature,  another  had 
supplanted  the  equivocal  document  written  by  Mark 
himself ;  and  to  it  they  carried  over  the  origin  assigned 
to  the  latter.  The  transference  seems  to  have  been 
effected  silently,  without  the  observation  or  opposi- 
tion which  it  would  have  elicited  in  a  critical  ao-e.  It 
must  be  admitted  that  there  is  no  historical  trace  of  such 
substitution  ;  and  that  the  fathers  speak  only  of  our 
present  gospel  of  Mark.  It  may  be  observed,  however, 
that  Irenasus,  though  well  acquainted  with  the  four  gos- 
pels, does  not  call  the  second  a  gospel,  but  what  was 
preached  by  Peter  •  ^  as  if  the  one  work  had  been  substi- 
tuted for  the  other  imperceptibly,  and  therefore  it  were 
fitting  to  speak  of  the  one  in  terms  properly  applicable 
to  the  other.  The  fathers,  being  uncritical  and  credu- 
lous, would  not  scruple  to  accept  a  later  gospel  as 
Mark's,  especially  as  the  tradition  of  its  connection  with 
Peter  facilitated  the  substitution.  Their  testimony 
would  have  passed  unchallenged,  had  we  not  the  ac- 
count of  John  the  presbyter  and  internal  evidence  lead- 
ing to  a  more  correct  conclusion.     The  original  com- 

*   A  Krjpvyna  Utrpov.  '  ra  viro  Ylirpov  Krjpvairofiiva. 
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position  of  Mark  should  be  carefully  distinguished  from 
a  proper  gospel,  or  even  a  document  representing  faith- 
fully and  fully  the  teachings  of  Peter.  It  was  an 
unconnected  production  written,  after  the  death  of  the 
apostle,  from  recollections  which  must  often  have  been 
vague  or  erroneous.  In  any  case  it  was  not  dictated  by 
Peter,  as  is  shown  by  the  doubling  of  the  miracle  of 
feeding  the  thousands  in  the  desert  (chaps,  vi.,  viii.). 
Perhaps  we  have  a  glimpse  of  this  primitive  Mark  in  Jus- 
tin's allusion  to  a  passage  found  in  Mark  only,  which  was 
in  Im,  that  is  Peter's,  memorabilia.^  After  the  gospels 
of  Matthew  and  Luke  aj^peared,  we  can  suppose  the 
facility  with  which  the  canonical  Mark  would  supplant 
unconnected,  anecdotical  notes.  The  latter  would  pass 
into  the  category  of  apocryphal  writings  and  did  so,  if 
they  were  identical  with  the  gospel  of  Peter.  Whatever 
mdications  of  connection  with  Peter  it  may  furnish  ; 
and  we  are  not  disposed  to  deny  them  ;  they  originated 
in  the  use  which  the  canonical  Mark  made  of  the  primi- 
tive document.  The  present  gospel  grew  out  of  and 
displaced  Mark's  early  production. 

That  Mark  was  not  the  writer  of  the  canonical  gospel 
may  be  mferred  from  the  fact  that  it  is  not  specially 
remarkable  in  particulars  relative  to  Peter.  Although 
the  Apostle  was  one  of  the  two  sent  to  prepare  for  the 
paschal  supper,  Mark  does  not  give  his  name.  The 
intensity  of  his  repentance,  expressed  by  bitterly  in 
Matthew  and  Luke,  is  omitted.  Nor  is  the  honourable 
name  Peter  employed  by  Mark  till  it  was  bestowed  on 
him  by  Jesus.  Some  account  for  these  omissions  by 
the  modesty  of  Peter,  who  did  not  wish  to  introduce 
circumstances  seeming  to  exalt  himself.  This  might 
be  more  probable  if  it  could  be  shown  that  Mark  wrote 
Avhen  Peter  was  alive  and  with  his  sanction.  But  Ire- 
m^us  says  that  Peter  was  dead  at  the  time  ;  and  his 
statement  is  more  credible  tlian  those  of  Clement,  Ori- 

>  See  Dial  c.  Tryph,  cap.  106. 
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gen,  Eusebius,  and  Jerome.  If  this  were  so,  it  sets 
aside  the  alleged  modesty  of  Peter  as  a  reason  for  omis- 
sions respecting  his  personal  history.  But  while  no 
special  prominence  is  given  to  Peter,  there  are  evidences 
of  some  partiality  towards  him.  His  walking  on  the 
sea  of  Galilee  is  omitted  as  giving  rise  to  Jesus' s  re- 
proof of  his  faith  (Matthew  xiv.  28-31).  The  asking 
for  an  explanation  of  a  parable  which  draws  down  upon 
the  disciples  a  reproof  of  their  dull  perception,  is  attri- 
buted by  Mark  to  the  disciples  generally  (vii.  17)  ; 
whereas  in  Matthew,  Peter  is  the  sole  interrogator. 
Peter's  words  on  the  mount  of  transfiguration  are 
excused  by  his  fear  (ix.  6).  Mark  prefers  Luke's 
words  to  those  of  Matthew  in  xix.  27,  omitting  the 
worldly  question  about  reward,  '  What  shall  we  have 
therefore,'  which  is  in  Matthew.  Though  the  instances 
of  a  predilection  for  Peter  are  few,  they  may  indicate  some 
influence  of  Petrine  tradition  upon  the  writer's  mind, 
without  supporting  the  hypothesis  that  Mark  was  the 
apostle's  interpreter  or  secretary. 

If  our  observations  be  correct,  the  canonical  gospel 
could  not  have  been  the  production  which  Mark  wrote 
from  reminiscences  of  Peter's  oral  teachings  and  narra- 
tives. The  author  is  unknown.  External  evidence  on 
the  subject  is  unsatisfactory,  and  does  not  prove  Mark's 
authorship  of  our  gospel  ;  neither  does  it  show  that  it 
is  an  echo,  more  or  less  complete,  of  the  apostle  Peter's 
teachings.     Internal  evidence  yields  more  satisfaction. 

ANALYSIS    OF    CONTENTS. 

The  gospel  may  be  divided  into  three  parts. 

1.  Transactions  preparatory  to  the  public  ministry?- 
of  Jesus  (i.  1—13). 

2.  His  ministry  in  Galilee  (i.  14-x.). 

3.  His  last  journey  to  Jerusalem,  with  ihe  events 
that  transpired  in  the  city  (xi.-xvi.). 


THE  GOSPEL  OF  MARK.  543 

1.  The  first  two  verses  are  followed  by  the  ap- 
pearance and  ministry  of  John  the  Baptist,  with  the 
baptism  and  temptation  of  Jesus.  Here  the  evange- 
list follows  Matthew  and  Luke,  the  former  more  than 
the  latter. 

2.  This  section  begins  with  Christ's  appearance  in 
Galilee  and  the  calling  of  four  apostles.  The  healing 
of  a  demoniac  in  Capernaum,  of  Peter's  wife's  mother, 
a  leper,  a  palsied  person,  the  call  of  Levi,  the  banquet 
at  his  house  and  the  conversation  with  the  Scribes  and 
Pharisees  arising  out  of  it,  the  plucking  of  the  ears  of 
corn  by  his  disciples  on  the  sabbath-day,  and  the  cure 
of  the  man  with  the  withered  hand,  come  in  immediate 
succession.  Verses  1,  14-20,  follow  Matthew.  But  at 
i.  21  the  evangelist  passes  at  once  from  Matthew  to 
Luke,  because  he  omits  the  sermon  on  the  mount.  But 
though  he  leaves  Matthew's  order  for  that  of  Luke,  he 
does  not  abandon  his  mode  of  narration,  but  follows 
both  it  and  Luke's  in  varying  proportions.  The  event 
described  in  Luke  v.  1-11  is  omitted  because  of  Mark 
i.  16-20. 

In  iii.  7—35,  Mark  relates  how  the  multitudes  fol- 
lowed Jesus,  His  choice  of  twelve  apostles,  the  blasphemy 
of  the  Pharisees  that  He  was  in  league  with  Beelzebub, 
His  reply,  and  the  visit  of  His  mother  and  brethren.  At 
the  commencement  of  this  section,  Mark  leaves  Luke 
and  returns  to  Matthew  at  the  place  where  he  had  left 
him  before,  viz.  Matt.  xii.  15.  Verses  7-12  are  an 
enlargement  of  Matt.  xii.  15,  16.  But  the  choosing  of 
the  twelve  follows  Luke  vi.  12-16  ;  after  Avhich  the 
writer  returns  to  Matthew,  passing  over  the  long  dis- 
courses in  Matt.  xii.  33-45. 

Chapter  iv.  1-34.  A  series  of  parables  is  intro- 
duced :  the  sower,  the  seed  growing  secretly,  and  the 
mustard-seed.  The  first  is  parallel  with  Matt.  xiii.  3-23. 
Verses  21-25  are  taken  from  Luke  viii.  16-18,  but  verses 
26-29  are  peculiar  to  the  evangelist.     The  parable  of 
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the  mustard- seed  (30-32)  is  from  Matthew,  not  with- 
out reference  to  Luke,  as  the  thirtieth  verse  compared 
with  Luke  xii.  shows.  The  thirty  fourth  verse  is  from 
Matthew. 

In  iv.  35-v.  43  are  related  the  stilling  of  the  storm 
on  the  sea  of  Galilee,  the  healing  of  the  demoniac  in 
the  country  of  the  Gadarenes,  Jesus' s  return  to  the 
other  side  of  the  lake,  the  cure  of  Jairus's  daughter, 
and  of  the  woman  having  an  issue  of  blood.  Here  the 
evangelist  follows  Luke  viii.  22-56.  He  differs  from 
Matthew  m  describing  but  one  possessed  with  a  devil, 
and  calling  him  a  Gadarene  ;  whereas  the  first  evan- 
gelist has  two  demoniacs,  who  were  Gergesenes  not 
Gadarenes.  The  name  Jairus  is  also  absent  from  the 
first  gospel. 

In  vi.  1-6,  it  is  related  how  Jesus  teaches  in  Naza- 
reth and  is  contemned  by  his  countrymen.  Here  the 
evangelist  returns  to  Matthew,  to  the  passage  where  the 
parables  ended  in  the  latter,  Matt.  xiii.  53-58. 

The  section,  vi.  7-44,  describes  how  the  twelve  were 
sent  forth  on  their  mission,  Herod's  opinion  of  Jesus, 
the  execution  of  John  the  Baptist,  the  disciples'  return, 
and  the  miraculous  feeding  of  the  multitude.  Luke  is 
followed  more  than  Matthew  ;  though  the  latter  is  not 
unregarded,  especially  in  verses  32  and  34. 

The  section,  vi.  45-viii.  21,  contains  an  account  of 
Jesus  walking  on  the  sea,  the  discourse  relative  to  the 
washino-  of  hands,  the  journey  into  the  coasts  of  Tyre 
and  Sid  on  where  the  daughter  of  a  Canaanite  woman 
is  healed,  the  cure  of  a  person  deaf  and  dumb,  another 
miraculous  feeding  of  multitudes,  the  demand  of  the 
Pharisees  for  a  sign,  and  a  warning  against  the  leaven 
of  the  Pharisees.  All  this  is  parallel  with  Matt.  xiv. 
22-xvi.  12.  But  the  paragraph  vii.  32-37  is  peculiar 
to  Mark,  having  been  suggested  apparently  by  Matt.  xv. 
30,  where  the  general  statement  occurs  :  '  And  great 
multitudes  came  unto  him,  havmg  with  them  those  that 
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were  lame,  blind,  dumb,  maimed,  and  many  others,  and 
cast  tliem  down  at  Jesus's  feet,  and  he  healed  them.' 
As  Matthew  did  not  describe  any  individual  case  of  a 
deaf  man  being  healed,  Mark  selected  one  for  circum- 
stantial detail.  He  omits  Matthew's  words  (xvi.  2,  3) 
at  viii.  10-13,  and  xvi.  11,  12,  at  viii.  21. 

The  healing  of  a  blind  man  at  Bethsaida  (viii.  22-26) 
is  peculiar  to  Mark. 

The  section  viii.  27-ix.  50  relates  Peter's  confession, 
the  transfiguration,  the  cure  of  a  lunatic,  the  announce- 
ment by  Jesus  of  his  suffering,  and  the  dispute  among 
the  disciples  respecting  precedence.  It  is  parallel  with 
both  synoptists,  Matt.  xvi.  15-xviii.  9  and  Luke  ix.  18- 
51,  but  has  more  agreement  with  the  former.  Some- 
times the  evangelist  has  fi'om  Matthew  particulars  want- 
ing in  Luke,  as  viii.  32,  33  ;  ix.  9  ;  ix.  42-47.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  has  particulars  from  Luke  which  are  not 
in  Matthew,  as  viii.  38  ;  ix.  38-41.  With  Luke  he 
omits  what  Matthew  has  in  xvi.  17-19,  27  ;  xvii.  6,  7, 
13,  20,  24-27 ;  and  again,  with  Matthew,  he  omits  what 
Luke  has  in  ix.  31-33. 

The  paragraph  x.  1-12  treats  of  divorce,  arising 
out  of  a  question  by  the  Pharisees.  Here  the  evangelist 
follows  Matthew.  Chap.  x.  13-16,  in  which  Jesus 
blesses  little  children,  is  from  Matthew  and  Luke  ;  as 
is  also  X.  17-31,  where  he  answers  the  rich  young  man. 
The  passage  in  which  Jesus  foretells  his  death,  x.  32- 
34,  is  also  from  both.  The  request  of  Zebedee's  sons, 
x.  35-45,  is  from  Matthew  xx.  20-27  ;  and  the  cure  of 
the  blind  man  near  Jericho,  x.  46-52,  from  Matthew 
and  Luke.  The  principal  source  of  the  whole  chapter 
is  apparently  Matthew,  with  the  occasional  use  of  Luke. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  Mark  follows  Luke  in 
recording  the  cure  of  only  one  blind  man  at  Jericho  ; 
not  two,  as  Matthew  states.  But  he  agrees  with  Matthew 
that  the  cure  took  place  as  he  went  out  of  Jericlio,  whereas 
Luke  says  it  was  as  he  entered  it. 
VOL.  I.  N  N 
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3.  The  11th  chapter  describes  Jesus's  triumphant 
entry  into  Jerusalem,  the  cursing  of  the  fig-tree,  the 
expulsion  of  traders  from  the  temple,  and  a  conversa- 
tion with  the  Sanhedrists.  Here  both  Matthew  and 
Luke  are  freely  used,  except  in  relation  to  the  withered 
fio'-tree,  which  is  not  m  the  latter  evangelist.  Mark 
differs  from  Matthew  in  dividing  the  particulars  respect- 
ing the  fig-tree,  and  in  placing  the  expulsion  of  the 
traders  in  a  different  position.  Matthew  relates  that 
Jesus  went  into  the  temple  on  the  evening  of  the  day 
he  entered  Jerusalem,  and  expelled  the  traders  thence  ; 
afterwards  going  to  Bethany  to  pass  the  night  there. 
As  he  returned  the  next  morning  he  cursed  the  fig-tree, 
which  instantly  withered.  But  Mark  makes  Jesus  go 
into  the  temple  in  the  evening  of  the  day  he  arrived  in 
the  city,  and  go  out  to  Bethany  the  same  evening.  The 
next  mornmg  as  he  returned  he  cursed  the  fig-tree,  went 
into  the  temple  and  expelled  the  traders.  On  the 
evening  of  that  day  he  retired  again  from  the  city,  into 
which  as  he  was  going  the  next  morning,  Peter  directed 
attention  to  the  withered  state  of  the  fig-tree.  The 
addition  which  this  gospel  makes  to  the  incident  of  the 
fig-tree,  viz.  that  '  the  time  of  figs  was  not  yet,'  increases 
our  belief  of  the  unhistorical  character  of  the  incident. 
The  parable  of  the  barren  fig-tree  was  crystallised  in 
the  history  of  the  miraculous  withering  of  the  same. 

The  12th  and  13th  chapters  are  occupied  with  para- 
bles and  discourses,  contrary  to  the  manner  of  the  evan- 
gelist. The  parable  of  the  vineyard,  Jesus's  answer  to 
the  entangling  question  of  the  Pharisees  and  Herodians 
about  paying  tribute,  his  refutation  of  the  Sadducees 
respecting  marriage  in  the  resurrection-period,  his  ex- 
planation of  the  highest  precepts  of  the  law,  his  inquiry 
put  to  the  scribes  respecting  Christ  being  the  son  of 
David,  his  reproof  of  the  vain-glory  of  the  scribes  and 
Pharisees,  the  account  of  the  widow's  mite,  together 
with  the  cschatological  discourse  in  the  13th  chapter, 
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show  more  or  less  parallelism  with  Matthew  and  Luke. 
Thus,  xii.  1-12  is  taken  from  Matthew  xxi.  33-46,  and 
Luke  XX.  9-19  ;  xii.  13-27  follows  the  two  synoptists 
also.  But  xii.  28-34  is  after  Matthew,  and  not  closely  ; 
xii.  35-37  follows  both  ;  38-40  is  from  Luke  alone,  as 
is  also  41-44.  The  13th  chapter  is  much  more  from 
Luke  xxi.  5-36  ;  though  it  is  occasionally  filled  out  with 
notices  from  Matt.  xxiv. 

The  14th  chapter  commences  with  the  statement 
that  the  chief  priests  and  scribes  conspired  against  Jesus. 
To  this  it  is  subjoined  that  He  was  anointed  by  a 
woman  at  Bethany,  and  betrayed  by  Judas  (1-11). 
Here  Matthew  is  chiefly  followed.  This  is  succeeded 
by  the  preparation  for  the  last  supper  (12-16),  where 
Matthew  and  Luke  are  combined.  The  supper  itself  is 
described  (17-25),  the  departure  for  the  Mount  of  Olives 
(26-28),  the  prediction  of  Peter's  denial  (29-31),  Jesus's 
agony  in  the  Garden  of  Grethsemane  (32-42),  his  be- 
trayal and  apprehension  (43-52),  his  accusation  before 
the  high-priest  (53-65),  and  Peter's  denial  (66-72). 
Matthew  is  the  source  of  all  this. 

The  15th  chapter  relates  how  Jesus  was  brought 
before  Pilate,  whose  desire  was  to  liberate  him,  his  con- 
demnation and  shameful  treatment,  and  his  being  led 
away  to  Golgotha  (1-23),  taken  from  Matthew.  Mark 
omits  the  dream  of  Pilate's  wife,  and  the  act  of  washing 
his  hands  in  public.  The  crucifixion  (24-37)  is  from 
the  first  evangelist.  Like  Matthew,  he  states  that  both 
the  malefactors  who  were  crucified  with  Jesus  reviled 
him.  The  occurrences  which  happened  at  the  time  of 
his  decease  (38-40),  the  account  of  the  women  that 
stood  to  look  on  (40,  41),  with  that  of  the  entombment 
(42-47),  are  chiefly,  but  not  exclusively,  from  the  same 
evangelist,  for  xv.  42  has  relation  to  Luke  also. 

The  16th  chapter,  containing  a  record  of  the  resur- 
rection, is  from  JMatthew  and  Luke,  the  former  beino- 
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followed  up  to  the  ninth  verse,  and  the  latter  being 
abridired  from  that  verse  onward. 

The  analysis  just  given  embodies  the  fact  that  the 
gospel  before  us  is  later  than  those  of  Matthew  and 
Luke.  But  this  is  not  accepted  by  many  eminent 
critics  ;  some  of  whom,  as  Ritschl  and  Thiersch,  were 
led  by  Baur's  Tendenz-Kritik  into  an  opposite  extreme. 
Neither  is  it  apjjroved  by  Wilke,  Weisse,  Lachmann, 
Weiss,  Meyer,  B.  Bauer,  Ewald,  Holtzmann,  AVeitz- 
siicker,  Michelsen,  Reuss,  Scholten,  Yolkmar,  Kenrick, 
and  others.  Yet  these  critics  do  not  believe  that  the 
primitive  Mark  of  which  Papias  speaks  was  identical 
with  the  present  gospel  ;  for  they  assume  interpolations 
in  the  alleged  proto-Mark  during  its  process  of  be- 
coming the  canonical  work.  Here  there  is  ample  room 
for  the  display  of  subjectivity,  and  it  figures  accord- 
ingly. Ritschl,  Holtzmann,  and  Renan  admit  nothing 
more  than  a  slight  modification  of  the  original.  Most 
scholars,  however,  find  large  mterpolations  ;  especially 
Weitzsacker,  Reuss,  Wilke,  Weisse,  and  Volkmar.  One 
thing  is  clear,  that  the  present  Mark  is  not  an  exact 
copy  of  that  to  which  Papias  alludes.  How  far  it  differs 
from  the  prototype  can  only  be  a  subject  of  conjecture. 
Our  opinion  is  that  subsequent  working  over  made  it 
jjretty  much  disappear,  so  that  the  original  is  scarcely' 
discernible  in  its  successor.  Hilgenfeld  and  Kloster- 
mann  adopt  the  simpler  hypothesis  that  the  canonical 
Matthew  is  the  only  source  of  the  present  Mark. 

The  proto-Mark  has  its  foundation  in  early  tradi- 
tion. The  canonical  evangelist  used  a  Petrine  document 
which  may  have  been  written  by  Mark  himself.  But  it 
is  hard  to  find  it  in  his  work,  whose  sources  are  more 
easily  identified  with  existing  documents.  That  the 
canonical  Mark  preceded  the  other  synoptics  appears 
contrary  to  internal  evidence  ;  notwithstanding  Volk- 
mar's  elaborate  attempt  to  carry  out  this  radical  hy- 
pothesis.    Even  he  is  obliged  to  assume  interpolations 
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which  change  its  primitive  state  to  that  extent.  lioltz- 
mann  allows/  that  Matthew  and  Luke  have  some 
original  statements  in  places  where  Mark's  are  not  so  ; 
while  the  proto-Mark,  in  Reuss's  opinion,^  dwindles 
down  to  i.  21-vi.  44,  viii.  27-xiii.  37. 

Two  plausible  hypotheses  present  themselves,  viz. 
Mark's  dependence  on  Matthew,  or  on  Matthew  and 
Luke  together.  The  proto-Mark,  as  an  additional 
source,  may  be  reckoned,  but  there  is  difficulty  in 
tracing  it. 

If  Mark's  mdependence  of  Matthew  and  Luke  be 
asserted,  it  becomes  necessary  to  set  forth  all  the  argu- 
ments that  prove  the  contrary.  We  proceed  to  consider 
the  subject  more  closely. 

EELATION    OF    MARK    TO    MATTHEW   AND    LUKE. 

At  an  early  period  Augustine  thought  that  Mark 
was  '  the  attendant,  as  it  were,  and  abbreviator '  ^  of 
Matthew,  an  opinion  which  cannot  be  defended  without 
moditication.  More  probable  is  the  view  which  Gries- 
bach  was  the  first  to  confirm  with  good  arguments,  that 
the  gospel  was  taken  from  those  of  Matthew  and  Luke, 
mostly  by  abridgment  but  in  part  by  combmation.'^ 
Had  the  able  critic  admitted  another  written  source 
besides  these  two,  his  hypothesis  would  have  been  im- 
pregnable. Yet  his  essay  was  an  epoch-making  one. 
The  following  positions  appear  to  be  safe. 

1.  There  are  frequent  examples  of  verbal  agreement 
between  Matthew  and  Mark,  some  of  them  long  and 
remarkable. 

MATTHEW  xiii.  MARK  iv. 

3.  'iSou,  f^rjXdfV  6  awelpoiv  tov  3.  'iSou,  f^rjXdev  6  (rirdpav  roii 
(nreipfiv,  (rrre'ipai. 

4.  Kai  fv  TO)  airelpfiv  avrov  a  p-ev  4.  Kai  eytvfTo  iv  ra  (rneipeiv  o 
enea-e  napa  Tr]v  ohov,  koI  rfK6e  to.  we-  p.ev  enecre  Trapa  ttjv  odov,  Kai  rjXde 
T€iva  Koi  KaTi<^ayfv  avrd.  ra  Trereiva  koI  Kareipayev  avro. 

^  Die  synoptischen  Evangelien,  pp.  60,  61.  ^  Nouvelle  Revue,  ii.  p.  71. 

3  '  Tanquam  pedissequus  et  breviator.' — De  Consensu  Ecangeliorum,  i.  2. 
■*  Griesbach's  Opuwula  Acadetnica,  vol.  ii.  p.  358,  etc. 
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MATTHEW  XIU. 

5,  "AXXa  8e  fireaev  tnl  to.  ire- 
Tpu)8rj,  onov  ovK  eixf  7^"  ttoXX^i/, 
KUL  evdecos  e^avfT(i\ev,  8ia  to  [jltj  ex^iv 
^ud.is  yr]S. 

G.  HX/ov  Se  avareiKavTos  eKUV- 
fj-aria-dj],  Kul  8ia  to  jxrj  e'xeti'  pifai/ 
f^rjpdvdrj, 

7.  "AXXo  8e  fnecrfv  eVl  tcis  uKav- 
6as  •   KOL  avijirjcrav  ai  uKavdai 

Koi  cnrinvl^av  avTci. 

8,  9.  "AXXa  Se  i'nea-ev  fTrl  ttjv  yrjv 

TTjV  KoKtjV  Kul  e8i8oV  KapTTOU, 

6  pev  eKarov,  o  8e  i^r]K0VTa, 
6  8e  TpiaKOPTa. 


MARK  IV. 

5.  "AXXo  8f  e'iTf(Tfv  tni  TO  nt- 
TpcoBfs,  oTTov  OVK  tlxf  yrjv  TroXKtfv,  Kai 
ev6ea)9  i^avtTeiKev,  8ia  to  fifj  exeiv 
^ddos  yrjS. 

6.  'HXi'ou  8e  dvarfiKavTos  (Kav- 
paTLcrdrj,  koi  8ui  to  pfj  k'xfiv  pl^av 
f^rjpavOrj. 

7.  Km  (iWo  f'necrfv  els  tcls  aKav- 
6as  •   Koi  dvi^-qcrav  al  ciKavdai, 

Koi  (TVVfTTvl^av  aiiTO,   Koi  Kapnov  ovk 
eSaxev. 

8.  9.   Kai  (iXKo  enea-tv  els  ttjv  yrjv 
TTjv    KaXfjv    Koi     e8i8ov     Kapnov    Civa- 
(iaivoirra  Koi  av^avopevov,  koi  ecpepef, 
ev  TpiaKovra  Koi  ev  e^rjKovra 

Koi  ev  eKOTOv. 

Ka\  'fkeyev, 

6  ex<jiv  S)Ta  aKoveiv  aKoveTco. 

19.   Kai     al    pepipvai    Tov    alwvos 
Ka\  fj  dndTT)  tov  ttXovtov 
crvpTTviyovcriV  tov  \6yov  koL 
(iKapiros  yiveTai. 


6  e'xav  S}Ta  aKoveiv  aKoverco, 

22.   Kai     ^     pepipva     tov     alavi 
Ka\  Tf  drraTTj  tov  ttXovtov 
crvpTTviyei  tov  Xdyoi',  Kai 
aKapwos  yiveTai. 

Similar  verbal  coincidences  are  found  in  Matt,  xvi 
13-28  and  Mark  viii.  27-ix.  1  ;  in  Matt.  xvii.  1-10 
and  Mark  ix.  2-9. 

2.  There  are  also  frequent  examples  of  verbal  coin 
cidence  between  Luke  and  Mark. 


MARK  X. 

14.  "A(f)eTe  TO  7rai8ia  i'pxfo-dai 
TTpos  pe,  Ka\  pv  KcoXvere  avTd,  tcov 
yap  TOLOVTOiv  ecTlv  fj  ^aaikeia  roii 
Oeov. 

15.  'Au))v  Xeyw  vplv,  os  eav  pr] 
Se^rjTai  ttjv  ^aa-iXelav  tov  Oeov  as 
7rai8iov,  ov  pr]  el(reX6r]  els  avTrjv. 

17.  Ai5(zcr(caXe  dyade,  tc  noifjcra) 
tva  ^cofjv  al(iivtov  K\7]povopf]e-a) ; 

18.  'O  8e  'irja-ovs  emev  avTW,  Ti 
pe  Xeyeis  dyaQdv ;  ov8eis  dyaQos  el 
pr)  els,  6  Qeos. 

19.  Tar  evToXas  oi8as, 
pf]  poixfvarjs, 

pr)  (f)ovevarjS, 

pf)  KXe'^Tjs, 

pf)  y\rev8opapTvpfia-T)s, 

pi)  aTTO(TTeprjarjs, 

Tipa  TOV  TTUTepa  aov 

Ka\  Trjv  prjTepa. 


LUKE  xviii. 

16.  '  A(f)eTe  Tu  TTOiSia  epxfO'dai 
npos  pe,  KOI  pf)  KcoXveTe  avTd,  tcov 
yap  ToiovTcov  e'crrlv  f)  BaaiXeia  tov 
Qeov. 

17.  Apfjv  Xeya  vplv,  os  edv  pf) 
8e^r)Tai.  Tfjv  ^aaiXelav  tov  Qeov  as 
7rai8iov,  ov  pf)  elaeXOr)  els  avTf)v. 

18.  Ai8daKaXe  dyade,  ti  Troifjaas 
^<t>f)v  aicoviov  KXr)povopfjacL) ; 

19.  EiVe  8e  avTco  6  'lijcrovs,  Tt 
pe  Xeyets  dyadov ;  ov8e\s  dyados  el 
pf)  els,  6  Qeos. 

20.  Toy  evToXas  oi8as, 
pfj  poixfvar)Sj 

pf)  (f)ovei'ar]s, 

pf]  KXe^l/tjs, 

pf)  y^ev8opapTvpf](rr)S, 

Tipa  TOV  rrarepa  arov 
Koi  Tt]v  pi)Tepa  aov. 
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Compare  also  Mark  iii.  4,  5,  with  Luke  vi.  9,  10  ; 
Mark  i.  24,  25,  with  Lukeiv.  34,  35. 

3.  In  several  sections  Mark's  text  agrees  partly  with 
Matthew  and  partly  with  Luke,  so  that  it  seems  a  com- 
pound of  both. 


MATTHEW  viii.  2-4. 

Lord,  if  thou  wilt, 
tliou  canst  make  me 
clean.  And  Jesus  put 
forth  his  hand  and 
touched  him  saying,  I 
will ;  be  thou  clean. 
And  immediately  his 
leprosy  was  cleansed. 


And  Jesus  saith  to 
him,  See  thou  speak  to 
no  man :  but  go  thy 
way,  show  thyself  to 
the  priest,  and  offer 
the  gift  which  Moses 
commanded  for  a  tes- 
timony unto  tbem. 


MAEK  i.  40-44. 

If  thou  wilt,  thou 
canst  make  me  clean. 
And  Jesus,  moved  with 
compassion,  put  forth, 
his  hand  and  touched 
him,  and  saith  to  him, 
I  will ;  be  thou  clean. 
And  as  soon  as  he  had 
spoken,  immediately 
the  leprosy  departed 
from  him,  and  he  was 
cleansed.  [Ver.  43 
not  contained  either  in 
Matthew  or  Luke.] 

And  saith  to  him,  See 
thou  say  nothing  to 
any  man;  but  go  thy 
way,  show  thyself  to 
tlie  priest,  and  offer 
for  thy  cleansing  those 
things  which  Moses 
commanded  for  a  tes- 
timonj'  uutu  them. 


LUKE  V.  12-16. 

Lord,  if  thou  wilt, 
thou  canst  make  me 
clean.  And  he  put 
forth  his  hand  and 
touched  him,  saying, 
I  will ;  be  thou  clean. 
And  immediately  the 
leprosy  departed  from 
him. 


And  he  charged  him 
to  speak  to  no  man ; 
but  go,  show  thyself 
to  the  priest,  and  offer 
for  thy  cleansing,  as 
Moses  commanded,  for 
a  testimony  unto  them. 


Compare  also  Mark  ii.  13-22  with  Matt.  ix.  9-17 
and  Luke  v.  27-39. 

4.  The  whole  of  Mark's  gospel,  except  twenty-four 
or  twenty-seven  verses,  is  contained  either  in  Matthew's 
or  Luke's.  This  fact,  coupled  with  the  preceding  pro- 
positions, leads  to  the  conclusion  tliat  it  was  probably 
compiled  from  them. 

5.  Mark's  arrangement  is  always  the  same  as  that 
of  Matthew  or  Luke. 

6.  It  is  not  likely  that  Mark  would  have  limited  the 
choice  of  his  facts  almost  entirely  to  those  which  Matthew 
and  Luke  record,  had  he  written  independently  of  them. 

But  it  is  said  that  Mark  may  have  written  his  gos- 
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pel  first,  and  the  synoptists  have  used  it,  enlarging  its 
contents  and  filling  it  out  with  new  matter.  To  this 
we  reply,  that  all  ancient  historical  testimony  is  to 
the  effect  that  Matthew  wrote  first.  The  portion  of 
the  gospel  traditions  which  would  be  committed  to 
writing  in  the  first  instance  was  the  sayings  of  Christ. 
Events  and  incidents  would  be  retained  in  the  memory 
longer,  and  would  not  need  to  be  put  into  writing. 
Now  Mark  has  few  discourses  in  comparison  with  Mat- 
thew. He  narrates  events  especially  miracles,  rather 
than  the  sayings  of  Jesus.  This  fact  militates  against 
the  priority  of  his  gospel,  and  agrees  with  the  opi- 
nion of  Clement  of  Alexandria,  that  Mark  was  the 
latest  of  the  synoptists.  It  is  very  improbable  also  that 
a  Roman  gospel  should  have  preceded  a  Palestinian 
one  like  Matthew's.  And  the  earliest  gospel  citations 
from  extra- canonical  writings,  such  as  the  Gospel  of  the 
Hebrews,  presuppose  the  existence  of  Matthew's  and 
Luke's,  not  that  of  Mark  exclusively.  Internal  evi- 
dence shows  that  Mark's  gospel  is  condensed  from  the 
others,  instead  of  the  others  arising  by  amplification 
from  it.  There  are  also  instances  of  incompleteness 
which  are  hardly  compatible  with  the  idea  of  its  preced- 
ing the  other  two.  In  his  desire  for  brevity  the  writer 
has  occasional  examples  of  obscurity,  so  that  it  is 
necessary  to  consult  the  others  to  get  at  his  meaning. 
This  obscurity  has  not  arisen  from  Mark  being  the  first 
evangelist  who  put  the  oral  gospel  into  writing,  though 
brevity  and  incompleteness  might  attach  to  the  earliest 
record  ;  because  it  amounts  to  incorrectness  at  times, 
arising  from  haste  or  oversight  in  employing  the  sources. 
If  this  can  be  shown,  the  argument  that  Mark,  having 
two  other  gospels  before  him,  would  have  avoided  incon- 
gruities and  made  his  own  document  more  perspicuous 
and  unexceptionable  than  they,  will  fall  to  the  ground. 
Thus  in  the  account  of  the  man  possessed  with  a  legion 
of  devils,  Mark   states  that  the  people  of  the  district, 
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hearing  of  his  cure,  came  and  saw  him  clothed  (v.  15), 
an  expression  which  receives  its  explanation  from  Luke 
viii.  27,  which  saysS  that  he  'ware  no  clothes.  '  In  xiii. 
4,  the  phrase  '  all  these  tilings,'  is  difficult,  for  the  con- 
text specifies  the  destruction  of  the  temple  only.  It  is 
borrowed  from  Matt.  xxiv.  6,  presupposing  what  ex- 
plains it  there  ;  for  the  evangelist  represents  the  dis- 
ciples as  asking  Jesus  not  only  about  the  destruction  of 
the  temple,  but  about  his  coming  and  the  end  of  the 
world.  The  temptation  of  Jesus  (i.  13)  is  despatched  in 
a  sentence  so  briefly  as  to  be  inadequately  apprehended. 
No  mention  is  made  of  fasting  forty  days  and  nights ; 
though  the  expression,  '  angels  ministered  to  him,'  sug- 
gests it.  Mark  adds  the  new  feature,  '  he  was  with  the 
wild  beasts,'  which  savours  of  a  time  when  superstitious 
circumstances  gathered  around  the  fact,  or  when  the 
evangelist  could  add  that  trait  to  make  the  picture  more 
graphic.  In  vi.  54,  we  read,  '  When  they  were  come 
out  of  the  ship,  tlicy  knew  him.'  It  is  not  said  who 
knew  him  ;  none  but  the  disciples  being  previously  men- 
tioned. The  first  gospel  shows  that  it  was  '  the  men  of 
that  place'  (xiv.  35);  words  that  are  in  some  MSS.  and 
versions  of  Mark's  text  ;  though  evidently  spurious. 

In  XV.  39,  the  centurion's  inference  that  Jesus  was 
a  Son  of  Grod  because  he  yielded  up  the  ghost  after  a 
great  cry,  is  not  reasonable  or  natural.  Some  other 
grounds  must  have  led  him  to  the  conclusion.  The 
parallel  passage  in  Matthew  places  the  matter  in  a  right 
view,  by  relating  that  the  earth  quaked,  the  rocks  rent, 
and  the  graves  opened.  After  seeing  these  convulsions 
of  nature,  the  centurion  and  those  with  him  were  greatly 
afraid,  saying.  Truly  this  was  a  Son  of  God.  The  evange- 
list follows  Luke  in  omitting  the  earthquake  and  the 
opening  of  the  graves  ;  but  instead  of  making  the  cen- 
turion say,  as  he  does  in  the  third  gospel,  '  Certainly 
this  was  a  righteous  man,'  he  follows  Matthew,  '  Truly 
this  was  a  Son  of  God,' 
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In  chap.  iii.  13-19  Luke  is  followed  in  making  the 
selection  of  the  twelve  apostles  take  place  on  the  moun- 
tain immediately  before  the  sermon  ;  and  the  list  of 
names  is  given  awkwardly,  because  the  writer  had 
reference  to  Matthew  x.  2-4  as  well  as  to  Luke  iii.  13- 
19.  The  combination  of  the  two  sources  makes  the 
succession  of  names  peculiar,  and  detracts  from  its 
naturalness.  The  connection  in  which  the  appointment 
is  put  is  not  indeed  the  same  as  in  Matthew  and  Luke  ; 
but  chap.  vi.  7  gives  an  intimation  of  its  right  position. 
•  In  chap.  iii.  20-22,  where  Jesus  was  thronged'  by 
the  multitude  in  a  house,  it  is  abruptly  related  that  the 
scribes  who  came  down  from  Jerusalem  objected  to  him 
that  he  cast  out  devils  by  Beelzebub.  The  accusation 
becomes  mtelligible  only  by  means  of  Matthew  xii.  22, 
where  it  follows  the  healing  of  a  blind  and  dumb  man. 

Again,  the  evangelist  has  incorrectnesses  arising 
from  a  process  combining  Matthew  and  Luke,  or  from 
the  insertion  of  additional  particulars.  Thus  in  the 
h' story  of  the  transfiguration,  it  is  stated  that  Peter 
did  not  know  what  he  said,  for  they  were  sore  afraid 
(ix.  6).  The  cause  of  the  fear  is  not  given.  In  Mat- 
thew, the  corresponding  phrase  stands  in  its  right  place, 
i.e.  after  the  appearance  of  a  bright  overshadowing  cloud 
and  the  utterance  of  a  voice  from  the  cloud,  causing  the 
disci})les  to  fall  on  their  faces  (Matt.  xvii.  6). 

In  iv.  13,  the  reproof  which  Jesus  administers  to 
the  disciples  is  out  of  place  :  '  Know  ye  not  this  parable, 
and  how  then  will  ye  know  all  parables  ?  '  This  arose 
from  the  idea  of  the  evangelist,  that  the  disciples  were 
praised  in  the  preceding  context  for  their  understanding 
the  sense  of  parables  which  was  hidden  from  others. 
But  as  that  was  inconsistent  with  the  fact  that  Jesus 
explains  the  meaning  of  the  parable  to  them  which  he 
had  just  delivered,  Mark  introduces  the  explanation  by 
the  reproof  conveyed  in  the  thirteenth  verse.  Jesus 
did  not  act  in  this  manner.     When  his  disciples  asked 
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the  meaning  of  a  parable  he  willingiy  gave  it,  because 
inquiry  was  a  hopeful  sign  which  he  encouraged.  After 
the  explanation  of  the  parable,  the  twenty-fourth  verse 
runs  thus  :  '  And  he  saith  unto  them,  Take  heed  what 
ye  hear  :  ivith  what  measure  ye  mete  it  shall  be  me  (snred 
to  you  ;  and  unto  you  that  hear  shall  more  be  given.' 
Here  the  connection  is  less  suitable  than  that  of  Luke 
from  whom  the  words  are  taken.  '  And  he  saith  unto 
them,'  is  less  appropriate  than  Luke's  comiecting  there- 
fore ;  while  the  words  in  italics  are  too  general  and  vague 
to  suit  their  near  context. 

In  ix.  35-37,  where  Luke  is  followed,  who  also  omits 
Matt,  xviii.  3,  4,  Mark  has  given  an  imperfect  and 
obscure  representation.  In  opposition  to  the  ambition 
of  the  disciples,  Jesus  recommends  humility  by  setting 
the  example  of  children  before  them  ;  as  we  see  from 
Matthew.  But  Mark's  words  contain  an  exhortation  to 
receive  and  cherish  children  ;  so  that  the  true  import  of 
the  passage  is  unintelligible  without  Matt,  xviii.  3,  4. 

Another  remarkable  example  of  the  combining  pro- 
cess occurs  in  chapter  vi.  14—16,  where  an  employment 
of  the  two  synoptics  can  hardly  be  mistaken.  Herod 
hearing  of  Jesus's  works  indentifies  him  with  John  the 
Baptist  whom  he  had  beheaded.  Then  the  opinions  of 
others  are  given,  and  it  is  added  :  '  but  when  Herod 
heard  thereof  he  said.  It  is  John  whom  I  beheaded,  he 
is  risen  from  the  dead.'  The  beginning,  or  the  fourteenth 
verse,  is  taken  from  Matthew  xiv.  1,  2.  The  different 
opinions  of  the  people  are  next  derived  from  Luke  ix.  7, 
8,  and  the  16th  verse  of  Mark  vi.  reverts  to  Matthew. 
Thus  Mark  begins  his  account  with  Matthew's,  he  con- 
tinues it  with  Luke's,  and  terminates  it  with  Matthew's, 
or  rather  repeats  unnecessarily  what  he  had  already 
given  from  Matthew.  Had  he  not  looked  to  Matthew 
again  in  this  instance,  he  would  have  avoided  the  repe- 
tition of  Herod's  words.  The  verb  heairl  in  the  14th 
verse  has  no  object  such  as  it  has  in  Matthew  ;   the 
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abridging  process  obliterating  it,  though  the  parenthesis 
implies  its  antecedence.  And  the  title  King  Herod  is 
iaiproper.  It  should  be  tetrarch,  as  in  Matthew  and 
Luke.  The  reading  they  said  in  the  fourteenth  verse, 
which  Lachmann  and  Fritzsche  have  adopted  after  some 
authorities,  is  obviously  a  correction,  to  make  the  four- 
teenth and  sixteenth  verses  agree. 

In  i.  2,  3,  we  read,  '  As  it  is  written  in  Isaiah  the  pro- 
phet, Behold  I  send  my  messenger  before  thy  face  who 
shall  prepare  thy  way.  A  voice  of  one  crying  in  the 
wilderness,  Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  Lord,  make  his 
paths  straight.'  Here  two  different  quotations  follow 
the  introductory  formula  written  in  Isaiah  the  prophet^ 
althouo;h  the  first  is  from  Malachi.  The  evano-elist's 
mistake  arose  from  his  looking  exclusively  to  Matthew 
and  Luke,  without  considering  that  an  additional 
citation  to  theirs  made  the  introductory  formula  inap- 
plicable in  part. 

In  X.  2-12,  the  proper  question  is  not  given  by 
Mark,  in  consequence  of  his  omitting  the  phrase,  '  for 
every  cause,'  i.e.  for  any  fault  which  the  husband  may 
consider  a  sufficient  cause.  How  could  the  Pharisees 
tempt  Jesus  by  asking  him  merely,  '  Is  it  lawful  for  a 
man  to  put  away  his  wife?' 

In  xiv.  53-65,  we  observe  the  later  and  less  original 
form  in  which  the  circumstances  are  narrated.  The 
paragraph  is  taken  from  Matthew  ;  but  when  the  wit- 
nesses represent  Jesus  as  having  said,  '  I  will  destroy 
this  temple  made  with  hands, ^  and  1  will  build  another 
made  without  hands,^  ^  later  reflectiveness  is  observable. 
Mark  also  abridges,  omitting  the  difficult  expression 
lieveafter^  Matt.  xxvi.  64,  because  he  understood  Jesus 
to  speak  of  his  coming  again  literally.  He  retains  the 
word  prophesy  alone  without  its  necessary  context  'Who 
is  he  that  smote  thee  ?'  (Matt.  xxvi.  68.) 

The  secondary  character  of  Mark's  gospel  through- 
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out  appears  from  additions  which  are  made  to  the  pa- 
rallel accounts  of  Matthew  and  Luke.  The  pictorial 
power  by  which  the  evangelist  is  characterised  is  often 
adduced  as  a  mark  of  originality,  as  if  he  had  either 
been  an  eyewitness  of  the  scenes  he  describes,  or  had 
drawn  his  details  from  the  oral  communications  of  an 
eyewitness  like  Peter.  This  hypothesis  is  incorrect, 
since  many  passages  show  that  tlie  graphic  colouring 
and  vivid  details  belong  to  the  writer's  manner.  Thus 
in  the  historical  narrative  respecting  Christ  feeding  five 
thousand  with  five  loaves  and  two  fishes,  the  evangelist 
says,  '  He  commanded  them  to  make  all  sit  down  by 
companies  upon  the  green  grass.  And  they  sat  down 
in  ranks  by  hundreds  and  by  fifties '  (vi.  39,  40)  ;  in 
the  transfiguration,  '  Jesus's  raiment  became  shining, 
exceeding  white  as  snow,  so  as  no  fuller  on  earth  can 
white  them '  (ix.  3)  ;  in  the  description  of  the  place 
where  the  disciples  found  the  colt,  'they  found  the  colt 
tied  by  the  door  without,  in  a  place  where  two  ways  met ' 
(xi.  4) ;  in  the  way  in  which  the  paralytic  person  was  set 
before  Jesus,  '  they  uncovered  the  roof  where  he  was, 
and  when  they  had  broken  it  up,  they  let  down  the  bed,' 
etc.  (ii.  4)  ;  these  features  show  an  intention  to  infuse 
life  into  his  descriptions.  The  small  additions  also, '  with 
the  hired  servants'  (i.  20)  ;  'looking  round  about  on  them 
with  anger,  being  grieved  for  the  hardness  of  their 
hearts  '  (iii.  5)  ;  '  beholding'  (x.  21)  ;  '  takmg  up  in  his 
arms'  (ix.  36;  x.  16);  'sitting  down'  (ix.  35;  xii.  41); 
' beneath  the  table'  (vii.  28) ;  '  laid  upon  a  bed '  (vii.  30) ; 
'  sighing  deeply  in  his  spirit'  (viii.  12);  '  was  much  dis- 
pleased' (x.  14)  ;  '  in  the  hinder  part  of  the  ship  asleep 
on  a  pillow'  (iv.  38)  ;  '  and  they  had  a  few  small  fishes, 
and  he  blessed  and  commanded  to  set  them  also  before 
them '  (viii.  6  ) ;  '  and  looking  upon  his  disciples  he  rebuked 
Peter'  (viii.  33)  ;  '  Master,  see  what  manner  of  stones 
and  what  buildings  are  here  ! '  (xiii.  1)  ;  '  and  the  high- 
priest  stood  up  in  the  midst,  and  asked  Jesus,  saying ' 
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(xiv.  60)  ;  '  there  cometli  a  maid  of  the  high-jmcst,  and 
when  slie  saw  Peter  warming  himself  (xiv.  66)  ;  'when 
the  centurion  that  stood  by  saw  that  he  so  cried  out 
and  gave  up  the  ghost,'  etc.  (xv.  39)  ;  '  and  when  they 
looked,  they  saw  that  the  stone  was  rolled  away,  for  it 
was  very  great  '  (xvi.  4)  ; — are  pictorial  ;  and  their 
recurrence  proves  that  they  belong  to  the  author's 
manner.  The  same  feature  appears  in  the  sayings  and 
discourses  as  well  as  the  narratives.  Thus  Mark  makes 
John  the  Baptist  say,  '  I  am  not  worthy  to  stoop  and 
loose  the  latch et  of  his  sandals  '  (i-  7)  ;  and  to  the 
expression,  yielded  fruit,  he  adds,  '  springing  up  and 
increasing'  (iv.  8).  So  too  he  throws  into  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  mustard  plant,  '  shooteth  out  great  branches  ' 
(iv.  32). 

That  these  pictorial  amplifications  do  not  belong  to 
the  original  freshness  of  the  materials,  but  to  the  sub- 
jectivity of  the  evangelist,  is  still  more  apparent  from 
the  mode  in  Avhich  the  sententiousness  of  Christ's  say- 
ings is  expanded,  so  that  they  lose  much  of  their  for- 
cible and  incisive  brevity.  This  is  done  by  introducing 
reasons,  by  explanatory  or  amplifying  adjuncts,  and  by 
changing  figurative  expressions.  Thus  when  Matthew 
makes  Jesus  express  the  idea  that  meats  cannot  defile 
a  man,  by,  '  Whatsoever  entereth  in  at  the  mouth  goetli 
into  the  belly  and  is  cast  out  into  the  draught,'  Mark 
has.  It  '  entereth  not  into  his  heart,  but  into  the 
belly,  purging  all  meats,'  by  which  scrupulous  exactness 
the  idea  may  be  clearer,  but  it  loses  the  pregnant  force 
of  the  original  in  Matthew.  In  iv.  39,  an  additional 
reason  is  introduced  for  allowing  a  person  to  cast  out 
devils  in  the  name  of  Jesus  :  '  There  is  no  man  that 
shall  do  a  miracle  in  my  name  who  can  speak  evil  of  me 
lightly,'  which  makes  the  general  proposition  following, 
'  He  that  is  not  against  us  is  for  us,'  clearer  ;  but  the 
reply  of  Jesus  becomes  less  emphatic  and  forcible  by 
the  uiotive  adduced.     In  a  simi'ar  way,  tlie  threat  of 
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hell-fire  against  those  who  will  not  put  oiF  selfishness 
is  enforced  by  the  reason,  '  Every  one  shall  be  salted 
with  fire,'  or  purified  by  the  fiire  of  trial  in  the  judg- 
ment ;  and  this  ao;ain  o-ives  rise  to  a  reference  to 
sacrifices  which  could  not  be  offered  without  salt :  '  Salt 
is  good,  but  if  the  salt  have  lost  its  saltness,  wherewith 
will  3^e  season  it  ?  Have  salt  in  yourselves,  and  have 
peace  one  with  another'  (ix.  49,  50).  Reasons  for 
avoiding  hell- fire  are  appended  to  the  origmal  words, 
witliout  adding  to  their  strength  or  lucidity.  In  like 
manner,  when  we  read  in  xiv.  7,  '  For  ye  have  the  poor 
with  you  always,  and  whensoever  ye  will  ye  may  do 
them  good,'  compared  with  the  same  in  Matt.  xxvi.  11, 
'  For  ye  have  the  poor  always  with  you  ;  but  me  ye 
have  not  always,'  it  is  plam  that  the  unnecessary  addi- 
tion, '  whe7isoevL'r  ye  lu'dl  ye  may  do  them  good,''  flattens 
the  statement.  In  xiv.  8,  the  phrase,  '  she  did  it  for  my 
burial,'  in  Matthew,  is  altered  into  the  literal  but 
weaker,  '  she  hath  come  aforehand  to  anoint  my  body 
to  the  burying.'  So  too  in  iv.  i9,  the  concrete  senten- 
tiousness  of  Christ's  expressions  loses  its  power  by  tlie 
addition,  the  lusts  of  other  things  ejiter'mg  in.  '  Cares 
and  riches  and  pleasures,'  Avhich  Luke  has,  bears  the 
stamp  of  originality,  rather  than  the  enlarged  form 
of  the  phrase  in  Mark.  The  same  remark  applies  to 
the  'many  other  such  like  things  '  of  vii.  13.  In  vii. 
22,  the  enumeration  of  the  things  which  defile  man  is 
drawn  out  into  a  complete  register  of  individual  sins, 
as  if  logical  fulness  were  necessary  on  the  lips  of 
Christ. 

The  evangelical  narrative  exhibits  similar  evidence 
of  designed  modifications  or  amplifications  of  the 
primitive  record.  Thus  in  xi.  13,  the  cause  of  Jesus's 
not  finding  fruit  on  the  fig-tree  is  said  to  be,  '  it  was 
not  the  time  of  figs  ;'  an  inappropriate  reason,  because 
it  increases  the  difficulty  attaching  to  tlie  cursing  of  the 
tree.     In  viii.  3,  where  the  second   miraculous  feedinq; 
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of  tlie  multitude  is  related,  the  danger  of  their  fainting 
by  the  way  should  they  be  sent  away  hungry  is 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  '  divers  of  them  came 
from  far.' 

These  examj)les  prove  that  the  descriptions  have 
not  the  character  of  originality.  They  are  graphic,  no 
doubt,  in  some  cases,  and  the  colouring  is  fresh  ;  but 
nativ'e  simplicity  is  absent.  The  pragmatism  of  the 
writer  is  apparent.  Design  is  perceptible,  which  not 
unfrequently  aims  at  clearness  and  vividness  of  detail 
by  artificial  means.  Reflectiveness,  indicating  a  later 
stage  of  gospel- writing,  betrays  the  non-origmality  of 
the  document.  The  older  a  writing,  the  more  rugged 
and  simple  it  generally  is  ;  whereas  the  gospel  of  Mark 
presents  a  diffuseness  and  circumstantiality  of  detail 
which  savours  of  a  later  period.  Had  the  evangelist 
been  occupied  with  the  original  oral  traditions,  he 
would  not  have  bestowed  so  much  care  on  subordinate 
details  ;  for  the  body  of  the  materials  would  have 
claimed  his  attention.  It  is  evident  that  the  main  con- 
tents of  the  evangelical  history  had  been  already  put 
together  when  Mark  began  to  write  ;  and  it  remained 
for  him  to  set  individual  events  and  circumstances  in  a 
clearer  light,  and  to  place  them  in  the  position  of  cause 
and  effect.  The  evangelist  is  too  much  of  an  eclectic 
to  have  been  one  of  the  first  gospel  writers.  He  is 
more  intent  on  picturesque  details  than  on  ari'anging 
and  combining  the  body  of  the  history. 

Airam,  the  nature  of  his  historical  and  archajolomcal 
explanations  shows  the  secondary  character  of  the 
gospel.  They  are  often  unimportant,  prosaic,  unsuit- 
able and  trifling.  Thus,  in  the  days  of  Ahiathar  (ii.  26); 
the  number  of  the  swine  (v.  13);  Dalmanutha,  for  the 
coasts  of  Magdala  (viii.  10);  a  Greek  icoman,  a  Syro- 
phenician  by  birth,  for  a  Canaanitish  woman  (vii.  '^Q)', 
Bartlmeus,  the  name  of  the  blind  man  at  Jericho 
(x.  46);  the  minute  play  of  numbers,  '  before  the  cock 
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crow  twice  thou  slialt  deny  me  thrice^  in  harmony  with 
which  three  denials  are  given,  whereas  the  first  crowing 
reminding  Peter  of  the  words  of  Jesus,  must  have  pre- 
vented a  second  denial  (xv.  68-72);  the  paralytic  home 
of  four  (ii.  3), — are  triflmg  details,  the  first  of  them  at 
least  incorrect.  Nor  can  it  escape  the  reader's  notice, 
that  words  of  Jesus  which  sound  somewhat  hard  or 
severe  are  softened,  so  as  to  yield  a  less  objectionable 
sense.  Thus  in  x.  23,  '  How  hardly  shall  they  that 
have  riches  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God,'  is  modified 
mto  '  How  hard  is  it  for  them  that  trust  in  riches  to 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.'  The  same  cause  has 
operated  in  the  sentence,  '  He  shall  receive  an  hundred- 
fold now  in  this  time,  houses  and  brethren  and  sisters  and 
mothers  and  children  and  lands,  with  persecutions,^  where 
the  reward  is  particularised  in  correspondence  with  the 
loss,  but  with  the  added  particular  persecutions.  For  a 
like  reason,  the  passage  in  Matthew  respecting  men 
making  themselves  eunuchs  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven's 
sake,  is  left  out  (Matt.  xix.  12).  The  words  of  Jesus 
addressed  to  the  Canaanitish  woman,  preserved  by 
Matthew  in  their  original  form,  are  modified,  so  that 
the  clause,  'let  the  children  first  be  filled,'  is  inserted 
before  '  it  is  not  meet  to  take  the  children's  bread  and 
to  cast  it  to  the  dogs  '  (vii.  27). 

In  like  manner,  the  peculiar  stress  which  Mark's 
gospel  lays  upon  the  expulsion  of  demons  from  the 
possessed,  bespeaks  a  later  period  than  Matthew's. 
The  main  purpose  of  the  Messiah  is  represented  to  be 
the  destruction  of  evil  spirits  as  a  necessary  condition 
of  establishing  his  divine  kingdom  in  the  world.  And 
the  conflict  of  Jesus  with  the  powers  of  darkness  is  put 
in  a  stronger  light  by  Mark  than  it  is  by  Luke.  Hence 
our  gospel  proceeds  at  once  to  a  case  of  demon  subjuga- 
tion (i.  23). 

It  has  been  already  said  that  tlie  Petrine  gospel  of 
Mark  was  used  in  the  present  one.     This  should  be 
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remembered  in  any  examination  of  the  portions  peculiar 
to  tlie  latter.  The  evangelist  was  not  confined  to  Mat- 
thew and  Luke  for  his  mformation  ;  neither  can  his 
details  be  explained  by  referrmg  them  to  his  own  sub- 
jectivity. But  it  is  difficult  to  believe,  with  Holtzmann 
and  others,  that  the  primitive  Mark  (or  Petrine  gospel) 
was  the  most  copious  source  of  the  present  one,  much 
less  that  it  was  the  common  basis  of  the  three  synop- 
tics. The  material  derived  from  it  appears  but  seldom 
in  its  original  state,  being  incorporated  with  that- which 
comes  from  the  usual  sources.  It  is  visible  in  different 
places  and  forms  ;  especially  in  the  prominence  given 
to  Capernaum  as  Peter's  home.  After  Jesus  is  rejected 
in  Galilee,  he  begins  to  manifest  his  miraculous  power 
by  healing  a  demoniac  in  the  sjmagogue  in  Capernaum. 
Care  should  be  taken  to  distinguish  between  the 
traits  that  proceed  from  the  evangelist  himself  and  such 
as  come  from  a  written  source.  All  the  peculiarities  of 
the  gospel  are  not  the  writer's  own  composition.  While 
its  secondary  character  can  hardly  be  mistaken,  some 
features  are  drawn  from  written  sources  ;  and  some 
original  modes  of  representation  give  Mark  the  prefer- 
ence over  Matthew  and  Luke.  It  is  probably  on  the 
basis  of  these,  that  various  scholars  claim  for  the  second 
gospel  priority  in  time  and  genuineness,  believing  that 
it  presents  the  original  account ;  though  the  primitive 
parts  are  in  reality  fewer  and  less  important  than  those 
which  show  its  secondary  aspect.  Mark  xiii.  32  is  more 
origmal  than  Matthew  xxiv.  36  ;  the  words  not  even  the 
Son  being  omitted  in  the  latter.  The  same  remark 
applies  to  Mark  xiii.  4,  compared  with  Matthew  xxiv.  3  ; 
the  phrase  and  of  the  end  of  the  world  in  the  latter  being 
an  addition.  Peter's  profession  of  faith  in  Christ  is 
authentic,  '  Thou  art  the  Christ'  (viii.  29),  rather  than 
'  Thou  art  the  Christ,  the  son  of  the  living  God,'  which 
Matthew  gives  (xvi.  IG).  Other  materials  of  an  original 
type  will  catch  the  eye  of  the  attentive  reader.     Thus  m 
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i.  36,  the  notice  that  Simon  and  they  who  were  with 
him  followed  Jesus  to  bring  him  back  to  Capernaum, 
probably  came  to  the  evangelist  as  part  of  a  written 
work.  The  same  remark  applies  to  the  narrative  of  the 
young  man  in  Gethsemane  who  followed  Jesus  (xiv.  51 )  ; 
to  the  notice  that  Jesus  would  not  suffer  anj?"  man  to 
carry  a  vessel  through  the  temple  (xi.  16)  ;  the  obser- 
vation about  Pilate  wondering  that  Jesus  was  dead 
so  soon  (xv.  44,  45)  ;  the  mention  of  Bethsaida  (vi.  45) ; 
the  works  of  Jesus  in  Decapolis  (vii.  31)  ;  and  the 
declaration  respecting  the  sabbath  (ii.  27).  In  like 
manner,  the  statement  that  Herod  was  a  willing  hearer 
of  John  the  Baptist's,  and  did  many  things  which  the 
prophet  recommended  (vi.  20),  points  to  an  original 
source,  as  is  even  implied  in  the  remark  of  Matthew  about 
Herod's  sorrow  at  Herodias's  request.  It  is  less  original 
and  probable  in  Mark  that  he  makes  James  and  John  prefer 
their  own  ambitious  request,  instead  of  their  mother  as 
Matthew  does  ;  since  the  former  evangelist  had  just  said 
before  of  the  apostles  that  they  were  amized  and  afraid  as 
they  followed  their  Master  (x.  32).  Matthew  does  not 
therefore  soften  down  Mark's  narrative  in  this  place,  as 
Kenrick  supposes.  The  examples  adduced  in  favour  of 
Mark  being  the  protevangelium  are  appropriate  in  some 
cases,  but  cannot  outweigh  the  mass  of  evidence  to  the 
contrary.  It  is  easy,  for  example,  to  quote  passages  in 
which  Mark  is  not  the  epitomiser  of  Matthew  or  Luke  ; 
in  which  he  jDuts  things  in  a  more  original  form  or  is 
fuller  and  more  circumstantial  ;  but  tlie  general  character 
remains  the  same.  The  gospel  is  a  dependent  one, 
briefer  in  contents,  eclectic,  with  some  graphic  details 
which  give  life  to  the  description. 


0  0  2 
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CHARACTERISTICS. 

1.  The  gospel  is  catholic,  undoctrinal,  and  neutral. 
It  is  without  the    strong   Judaic  elements    which    are 
abundant  in  Matthew.     Such  expressions  as,  '  I  am  not 
sent  but  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel,'  '  the 
holy  place '  for  the  temple,  are  absent.     The  house  of 
prayer  is  said  to  be  '  for  all  the  nations  ; '   and  the  ex- 
ternal  literal   observance   of  the  sabbath  is  reproved. 
The    universal   destination    of    Christianity,    which    is 
termed  new  doctrine  (i.  27),  is  declared   (xiii.  10).     In 
conformity  with  this,  great  stress  is  laid  on  the  power 
of  faith  to  save  (v.  34  ;  ix.  23  ;  x.  52  ;   and  especially 
xvi.  16).     But  no  direct  opposition  to  Judaism  is  ex- 
pressed.    The  Jewish  nation  generally  is  not  the  subject 
of  severe  rebukes  ;  on  the  contrary,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Sanhedrists,  Pharisees,  Herodians,  and  his  own 
relatives  and  countrymen,   Jesus  obtains  a  favourable 
reception,  and  has  his  divine  authority  admitted.     The 
denunciations  of  John  the  Baptist  addressed  to  the  Jewish 
people,  the  allusion  to  the  Ninevites,  the  threatenings 
of  the  unbelieving  cities,  and  such  like,  which  appear  in 
Matthew  and  Luke,  are  absent.   The  dogmatic  element  re- 
cedes probably  because  certain  dogmas  were  not  yet  ele- 
vated into  importance  enough  to  become  criteria  of  eccle- 
siastical orthodoxy.    Accordingly,  the  gospel  has  nothing 
of  the  supernatural  birth  of  Jesus,  though  it  must  have 
been  believed  in  the  writer's  day.     The  absence  of  that 
history  which  records  the  conception,  birth,  and  child- 
hood of  Christ,  should  not  be  adduced  as  a  proof  of  the 
gospel's  early  origin,  as  it  is  by  some,  for  the  writer 
presupposes   it    as  in    the    synoptics,  and    develops  it 
even  to  its  negative  consequences.  Instead  of  Matthew's 
'  Is  not  this  the  carpenter's  son  ?   is  not  his   mother 
called  Mary  ?  '  Mark  has  '  Is  not  this  the  carpenter,  the 
son  of  ]\Tiny  ?  '  ^^dlich  agrees  better  with  birth  from  a 
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virgin  than  the  genealogical  registers,  wliere  Joseph 
intervenes  in  order  to  deduce  the  Davidic  descent  of 
Jesus.  Mark  applies  son  of  David  to  Christ  only  once 
(x.  47).  We  infer,  therefore,  that  the  omission  of  the 
genealogies  by  this  evangelist  arose  out  of  a  later  circle 
of  ideas  than  the  analogous  ones  in  Matthew  and  Luke. 
The  gospel  betrays  a  tendency  to  omit  all  that  could 
give  direct  offence  to  the  Jewish  and  Gentile  Christians. 
It  passes  over  the  points  of  difference  between  the 
parties — those  which  were  the  cause  of  controversy. 
Theoretical  principles  or  fundamental  positions  are 
avoided.  The  author  selects,  luniting  himself  to  common 
ground,  with  the  object  of  promotmg  union  and  bringing 
about  one  faith.  He  gives  the  basis  on  which  the  later 
Jewish  Christianity  united  with  Paulinism,  the  incipient 
beliefs  which  led  to  the  developed  ones  of  the  catholic 
Church.  The  characterless  neutrality  of  the  gospel 
was  an  important  factor  in  conciliating  antagonistic 
parties. 

2.  The  gospel  presents  Christ  as  a  divine  person,  not 
so  much  in  his  discourses  as  in  the  mighty  works  and 
miracles  he  performed.  The  former  are  a  subordinate 
feature.  His  divine  nature  is  not  spoken  of,  but  the  acts 
that  show  him  divine.  The  extraordinary  influence  he 
possessed  has  special  prominence.  Hence  his  power 
over  demons  is  held  up  to  view  more  emphatically  than 
in  any  of  the  synoptics  ;  and  the  thronging  crowds  that 
press  on  him  on  every  side  give  a  vivid  picture  of  the 
effect  produced.  The  figure  of  the  Redeemer  is  a  com- 
mandiiio'  one,  overawing:  and  dazzlins;.  The  doubts  of  the 
Baptist  respectmg  him  are  not  mentioned  ;  he  calls  unto 
him  whom  he  would  (iii.  13)  ;  and  the  blasphemy  against 
the  Holy  Ghost  is  resolved  into  calumny  against  Jesus 
(iii.  30).  The  very  incapacity  of  the  disciples  to  recog- 
nise the  Messiah  in  Him,  and  to  apprehend  the  object  of 
His  ministry,  is  described  more  strongly  in  order  to  show 
the  greatness  and  majesty  of  His  person.    Thus  He  does 
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not  appear  as  a  teacher,  but  rather  as  the  founder  of  a 
divine  kingdom  ;  putting  forth  marvellous  manifesta- 
tions of  the  higher  j)ower  that  enabled  him  to  vanquish 
both  spiritual  and  human  adversaries.  The  teacher  is 
subordinate  to  the  doer  of  mighty  works  ;  the  mild, 
persuasive,  authoritative  instructor,  such  as  he  appears 
m  the  sermon  on  the  mount,  becomes  a  great  personage 
who  sets  up  an  imperishable  kingdom  by  the  over- 
whelming power  of  his  acts. 

3.  We  observe  a  tendency  to  separate  discourses 
addressed  to  the  disciples  from  those  meant  for  such  as 
were  without ;  m  other  words,  a  distmction  is  di'awn 
between  Jesus's  esoteric  and  exoteric  teachmg.  Thus  in 
vii.  17  we  read,  '  When  he  was  entered  into  the  house 
from  the  people,  his  disciples  asked  him  concerning 
the  parable.'  So  in  x.  10,  his  disciples  asked  him  about 
the  subject  of  marriage  '  in  the  house.''  And  in  iv.  34, 
after  saying  that  Jesus  spoke  to  the  people  only  in 
parables,  it  is  added,  '  when  they  were  alone  he  ex- 
pounded all  things  to  his  disciples.'  Another  excimple 
is  in  iv.  10,  11,  where  it  is  specified  that  when  Jesus 
was  alone  he  was  asked  the  meaning  of  a  parable  by  his 
disciples,  who  are  expressly  separated  from  those  withou*. 
This  belongs  to  Matthew  and  Luke  in  a  less  degree. 

4.  The  vivid  description  and  graphic  details  of  Mark 
have  been  already  spoken  of.  In  this  respect  he  forms 
a  striking  contrast  to  Matthew.  He  shows  a  decided 
preference  for  the  present  tense,  and  introduces  persons 
themselves  as  speakers,  where  the  other  synoptists 
employ  the  third  person.  His  striving  after  minuteness 
has  led  to  the  specification  of  persons  (i.  20  ;  iii.  6,  17, 
32,  34  ;  iv.  11  ;  v.  32,  37,  40  ;  vi.  40,  48  ;  vii.  1,  25, 

26  ;  viii.  10,  27  ;  ix.  15,  36  ;  x.  16,  23,  35,46  ;  xi.  21, 

27  ;  xiii.  1,  3  ;  xiv.  20,  37,  65  ;  xv.  7,  21,  40,  47  ;  xvi. 
7)  ;  places  (i.  28  ;  iv.  1,  38  ;  v.  11,  20  ;  vi.  55  ;  vii.  31 ; 
viii.  10,  27  ;  ix.  30  ;  xii.  41  ;  xv.  16,  39  ;  xvi.  5)  ;  and 
time  (i.  32,  35  ;  ii.  1,  26  ;  iv.  35  ;  vi.  2  ;  xi.  11, 19,  20  ; 
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xiv.  1,  12,  17,  30,  G8,  72  ;  xv.  1,  25,  33,  34,  42  ;  xvi. 

We  have  already  said  that  the  vividness  of  descrip- 
tion which  Mark  usually  effects  by  inserting  details  un- 
known to  Matthew  and  Luke,  does  not  necessarily 
imply  an  eyewitness  or  more  origmality  than  that  of 
the  other  synoptists.  On  this  point  many  critics  are 
misled,  because  they  do  not  consider  the  character  of  the 
delineations  supposed  to  indicate  priority  of  time  to 
those  of  Mark  and  Luke.  It  has  been  argued  that  the 
manner  in  which  our  evangelist  represents  the  perform- 
ance of  miracles  shows  an  earlier  form  of  the  gospel 
tradition.  We  are  reminded  of  the  fact  that  IMark 
recognises  the  use  of  natural  means  in  several  instances 
(vi.  5,  13  ;  vii.  32).  But  this  indicates  a  later  reflec- 
tiveness. Had  it  been  the  common  belief  from  the 
beginning  that  the  miracles  were  within  the  compass  of 
natural  causes,  we  might  suppose  that  Mark  represents 
an  earlier  form  of  the  tradition  than  the  evangelists  who 
omit  all  notice  of  the  natural ;  but  as  that  is  incorrect, 
the  natural  element  is  the  creation  of  a  later  period,  not 
a  remnant  of  the  earliest. 

In  like  manner,  the  narratives  of  Mark  respecting  the 
expulsion  of  demons  by  Jesus,  while  more  emphatic  and 
more  frequent  than  in  the  other  synoptics,  have  certain 
peculiarities  which  consign  them  to  a  later  period.  The 
gradual  development  of  Jesus's  Messianic  consciousness 
is  a  phenomenon  commonly  admitted  by  critics  to  lie  in 
the  second  gospel,  yet  the  persons  possessed  by  demons 
whom  he  dispossessed  are  said  to  know  him  as  the  Son 
of  God.  There  is  only  one  case  of  such  knowledge  in 
Matthew,  viz.  that  of  the  possessed  Gadarenes  ;  in  Mark 
and  Luke  the  peculiarity  is  usual.  The  demoniacs 
know  Jesus  to  be  the  Messiah  at  a  time  when  his  imme- 
diate disciples  seem  to  have  been  ignorant  of  it.  Surely 
this  trait  in  Mark's  narratives  of  the  possessed  argues  a 
later   point   of    view   than    Matthew's.     The   pecuhar 
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prominence  given  to  the  healing  of  demoniacs  in  the 
second  gospel,  coupled  with  the  pictorial  cu'cumstances 
wliich  add  life  to  the  description,  are  in  character  with 
the  method  of  the  evangelist,  and  his  leading  desire  to 
set  forth  the  power  of  Christ  over  demons.  The  details 
are  not  an  evidence  of  historical  origmality  but  of  the 
reverse.  Thus  in  the  cure  of  the  lunatic  boy,  Matthew 
has  (xvii.  17),  '  Bring  him  hither  to  me  ; '  and  Jesus 
rebuked  the  demon  which  came  out  of  the  sufferer,  so 
that  the  boy  was  healed  forthwith.  But  Mark  rejDre- 
sents  Christ  as  questioning  the  father  about  the  duration 
of  the  malady,  and  describes  the  violence  of  the  par- 
oxysm following  the  command  addressed  to  the  evil 
spirit  to  come  out,  which  left  the  boy  to  all  appearance 
dead,  till  Jesus  took  him  by  the  hand  and  raised  him  up 
(Mark  ix.  20,  etc.).  The  additional  features  show  the 
writer's  object  to  set  the  power  of  Jesus  in  a  more  strik- 
uig  light  by  contrast  with  the  violence  of  the  demon. 
Nor  does  this  detract  from  the  instantaneousness  of  the 
cure  as  described  by  Matthew.  The  wonder  is  increased 
in  the  second  gospel,  which  favours  the  idea  that  it 
represents  a  later  view.  When  Mr.  Kenrick  asserts,  in 
relation  to  such  miracles,  that  Mark  wrote  simply  to 
record,  Matthew  and  Luke  to  impress  and  convince,  he 
mistakes  the  genius  of  the  first  and  second  gospels. 
The  desire  of  Mark  to  impress  is  apparent  throughout ; 
while  simple  recording  is  obvious  in  Matthew.  The 
wish  to  impress  the  reader  accounts  for  many  characteris- 
tics of  the  second  gospel,  and  for  the  absence  of  parti- 
culars contained  in  the  first.  It  even  leads  to  a  few 
exaggerations,  as  in  xi.  10,  where,  after  '  Blessed  is  he 
that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,'  it  is  added  appa- 
rently to  strengthen  the  preceding,  '  Blessed  is  the 
coming  kingdom  of  our  father  David.'  The  two 
miracles  of  healing  which  are  peculiar  to  Mark,  viz.  vii. 
32-36  ;  viii.  22-26,  have  something  singular  about  them 
which  betrays  a  later  type.     In  both  cases  Jesus  is  said 
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to  spit  on  tlie  patients.  Had  Mark  written  first,  it  is 
unlikely  that  later  evangelists  would  have  omitted  this 
circumstance  or  the  miracles  themselves.  But  if  he 
succeeded  Matthew  and  Luke,  it  is  easy  to  account  for 
the  two  by  supposing  him  to  have  taken  them  from 
another  source. 


TIME    AND  PLACE    OF    WRITING. 

It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  precise  time  when 
the  gospel  was  written.  The  Paschal  chronicle  and 
other  authorities  place  it  a.d.  40  ;  Eusebius,  in  his 
Chronicon,  in  the  third  year  of  Claudius,  i.e.  a.d.  43. 
The  two  most  ancient  testimonies,  those  of  Irenaeus  and 
Clement  of  Alexandria,  are  irreconcilable  ;  the  former 
stating  that  the  gospel  was  composed  after  Peter's  death  ; 
the  latter,  while  he  was  alive.  But  they  agree  in 
this,  that  it  was  written  in  Rome  after  Peter's  alleged 
arrival  there  ;  that  is,  after  the  beginning  of  a.d.  63. 
External  testimony  is  worthless  ;  we  must  have  re- 
course to  the  internal.  Taking  for  granted  at  present 
the  integrity  of  the  gospel,  the  twentieth  verse  of  the 
16tli  chapter  shows  that  the  apostles  had  left  Judea  and 
preached  in  many  places  before  the  evangelist  wrote. 
We  also  see,  from  comparing  ix.  1  with  Matthew  xvi. 
28,  that  the  writer  thought  it  necessary  to  put  the 
coming  of  the  Son  of  Man  to  set  up  his  kingdom  farther 
forward  than  Matthew,  till  they  see  the  kingdom  of  God 
coming  icith  power  ;  i.e.  till  they  see  its  powerful  effects 
upon  earth.  The  eschatological  discourse  given  in  the 
13th  chapter  has  the  words  '  in  those  days  after  that 
tribulation '  (verse  24),  showing  that  the  writer  did  not 
put  the  coming  of  Christ  immediately  after  the  destruc- 
tion of  Jerusalem.  There  is  an  alteration  in  the  words 
employed  by  the  first  evangelist ;  but  Mark  avoids 
putting  a  long  interval  between  the  catastrophe  of  the 
Jewish  nation  and  the  second  advent,  contenting  him- 
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self  with  the  vague  phrase  in  those  days.  The  fact  that 
gosjyel,^  m  i.  1,  is  used  in  the  sense  of  gospel-history, 
argues  a  late  period  ;  and  the  expression  in  xvi.  16, 
'  He  that  believeth  and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved,' 
savours  of  a  time  when  peculiar  efficacy  was  attributed 
to  baptism.  Probably  the  phrase  and  is  baptized  was 
taken  from  Matt,  xxviii.  19,  but  a  different  turn  is  given 
to  it.  Yet  the  recollection  implied  in  the  notice  that 
Simon  was  the  father  of  Alexander  and  Kufus,  prevents 
the  gospel  from  being  put  too  late  into  the  second  centuiy. 
That  it  belongs  to  this  century  must  be  inferred,  not 
only  from  the  priority  of  Matthew  and  Luke,  but  from 
the  fact  that  it  was  not  known  to  Papias,  and  probably 
not  much  outside  Rome.  A  passage  in  Clement's 
epistle  to  the  Corinthians  has  been  thought  to  show 
acquaintance  with  the  gospel.  But  this  is  more  than 
doubtful.^  In  like  manner,  it  is  uncertam  whether 
Hermas  used  it.  No  clear  trace  of  it  can  be  found 
before  Justin  Martyr,  who,  though  acquainted  with  it, 
has  no  express  quotation  ;  for  the  one  passage  in  which 
some  find  his  use  of  it,  is  taken  from  the  '  Memoirs '  or 
gospel  of  Peter,  i.e.  of  which  Peter  was  the  author,  not 
Mark's  gospel,  which  was  not  referred  to  Peter  so  early .^ 
Yet  Justin  employed  Matthew  and  Luke.  If  he  did  not 
use  Mark  so  much,  it  had  no  particular  value  in  his  eyes, 
supposing  him  to  have  been  acquainted  with  it  when  in 
Rome,  Perhaps  the  date  of  120  a.d.  is  as  near  as  we  can  get. 
*The  weight  of  ancient  testimony  is  in  favour  of 
Rome  as  the  place  of  composition.  Irenteus,  Clement 
of  Alexandria,  Eusebius,  Jerome,  Epiphanius,  etc.,  as- 
sign it  to  that  place.     In  favour  of  this,  Latinisms  have 

^   (iayyeXiov. 

^  Coiup.  XV.  2  with  Mark  vii.  G.     See  Isaiuli  xxix.  13. 

^  Dialog,  cum  Try  ph.  c.  106.  Compare  Mark  iii.  16,  17.  The  avrov  {iu 
Tots  dTrofivr]fiOi'evfj.a(Tiv  alrov)  refers  to  Peter  as  the  author,  hut  Otto  thinks 
the  reading  corrupt.  Archbishop  Thomson  asserts  that  Justin  has  fourteen 
quotations  from  Mark,  but  does  not  condescend  to  give  them ;  most,  if  not 
all,  being  imaginary.  See  Justin's  Dirrloff.  by  Otto,  p.  380,  3rd  edition  ; 
and  the  Introduction  to  the  Speaker's  Cotinncnfayy,  N.  T.  vol.  i.  p.  Ixi. 
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been  adduced/  and  tlie  custom  of  explaining  Greek 
expressions  by  Roman  ones.  But  several  Latin  words  ^ 
appear  in  Matthew  and  Luke  also.  And  it  was  natural, 
if  the  evangelist  wrote  at  Rome,  to  state  that  Simon 
was  the  father  of  Alexander  and  Rufus  ;  since  one  of 
these  persons  at  least  seems  to  have  resided  there  (Rom. 
xvi.  13). 

If  Rome  be  the  place  of  writmg,  as  is  generally- 
allowed,  it  furnishes  an  argument  against  the  gospel 
being  written  first.  Judea,  not  Rome,  was  the  locality 
in  which  the  life  of  Jesus  was  earliest  known  and  trea- 
sured in  the  disciples'  memory,  prior  to  being  committed 
to  writing.  We  can  hardly  conceive  of  the  primitive 
gospel  originating  out  of  Judea.  The  dispersion  of 
Jesus' s  followers  in  distant  lands  was  a  comparatively 
late  event. 

INTEGRITY. 

The  last  eleven  verses  of  the  gospel  have  been 
thought  not  to  belong  to  it.  External  and  internal 
arguments  are  adduced  in  favour  of  this  view.  Let  us 
notice  them  briefly. 

1.  The  portion  is  wanting  in  B.  K,  k.  L.  stops  at 
the  eighth  verse,  and  gives,  with  a  few  words  of  intro- 
duction, another  conclusion  of  the  gospel ;  after  which 
it  proceeds  with  the  usual  one.  The  same  conclusion 
occurs  in  the  margm  of  the  later  Syriac,  in  k  or  the 
cod.  Bobbiensis  of  the  old  Latin,  and  two  ^thiopic  MSS. 
The  scholia  of  several  cursive  codices,  as  1,  199,  206,  209, 
state  that  it  was  absent  from  some  copies.  Three  of 
these  say  that  Eusehius  canonised  up  to  the  eighth  verse, 
that  is,  his  canons  extended  no  farther.  To  the  same 
effect.  Birch  aflirms  that  the  sections  of  Mark's  gospel 
are  not  numbered  beyond  xvi.  8,  in  the  best  MSS.  This 
evidence  is  important  against  the  paragraph's  authenticity. 

^   cnveKOvKdTu>p,  Kevrvpicov,  ^ecrTrjs,  to  iKavov  noirjaiu  (satisfacere),  ea^aTOis 
fX^iv  (in  extremis  esse),  avfilSoiiXiov  SiBovac  (consilium  dare). 
'"  TTfiaiTapiov,  Ko8jnivTT]s,  8r]vdpiou,  Kr}vaos,  Xeyecoi',  (ppayeXKoo). 
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It  is  confirmed  by  Jerome,  Victor  of  Antioch,  Hesycliius 
of  Jerusalem,  and  Severus  of  Antioch.  Dr.  Bnro;on, 
however,  resolves  these  testimonies  into  Eusebius  alone, 
whom  they  seem  to  have  copied.^  Epiphanins  and 
Cffisarius,  in  saying  that  the  number  of  sections  in 
the  four  gospels  is  1162,  imply  that  the  paragraph 
was  omitted.  Here  aorain  Buro-on  resolves  Cassarius's 
account  into  Epiphanius's.^  He  cannot  easily  dispose 
of  the  latter.  The  section  is  also  absent  fi'om  some 
old  MSS.  of  the  Armenian  version,  and  from  an  Arabic 
version  in  the  Vatican  which  Scholz  examined  in  a  few 
places.  Nor  is  there  any  trace  of  acquaintance  with  it  on 
the  part  of  Clement  of  Rome  or  Clement  of  Alexandria. 

On  the  other  side,  it  is  affirmed  that  all  Greek 
MSS.  except  B.  and  f^  have  the  paragraph  ;  for  example, 
A.C.D.E.G.H.K.L.M.S.U.V.X.r.  J.;  all  evangelis- 
taria  and  all  synaxaria.  Scholia  in  cursive  MSS.  say 
that  it  was  found  m  mam/  or  vcti/  many  and  accurate 
copies.  Some  of  these  speak  of  its  being  in  'the  true 
Palestmian  exemplar,'  while  others  on  the  same  side  de- 
clare, that  they  had  been  collated  with  approved  copies 
preserved  at  Jerusalem.  About  30  cursives  contain 
scholia  in  favour  of  the  paragraph.  What  is  meant  by 
the  authentic  Palestinian  or  Jerusalem  codex,  spoken  of 
in  several  notes,  it  is  hard  to  say.  Was  the  autograph 
transferred  to  Palestine,  and  deposited  in  its  metropolis  ? 
Little  weight  can  be  attached  to  the  statement. 

The  ancient  versions,  including  copies  of  the  old 
Latin,  the  Vulgate,  Peshito,  later  Syriac,  Curetonian, 
and  the  Jerusalem  Syriac,  have  it.  It  is  also  sanctioned 
by  Irenaeus,  Hippolytus,  the  Apostolical  Constitutions, 
Aphraates  the  Persian,  Ambrose,  Chrysostom,  Jerome, 
Augustine,  Victor  of  Antioch,  Hesychius  of  Jerusalem, 
the  author  of  the  Synopms  Sacrce  Scripturce,  and  Cyril 
of  Alexandria.     Nestorius  quotes  the  20th  verse.     These 

'   The  Inst  twelue  Verses  of  the  Gospel  according  to  St.  Mark,  p.  61,  etc. 
'^  Ibid.  p.  13;]. 
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fathers,  however,  are  not  independent  witnesses.  They 
may  be  resolved  into  a  very  few,  chiefly  into  Irenaeus. 
Numbers  do  not  count  for  much. 

Among  internal  considerations,  it  is  alleged  against 
the  passage,  that  there  is — 

1.  An  mcongruity  between  the  ninth  verse  and 
what  precedes.  The  words  early  on  the  first  of  the  iveek^ 
naturally  belong  to  the  participle  was  Q-isen,"^  since  the 
writer  in  describing  the  appearances  of  Jesus  has  no 
regard  to  time  or  place  (compare  12,  14,  15,  19).  Thus 
Jesus  is  said  to  have  risen  early,  although  the  women 
who  visited  the  sepulchre  very  early  learned  that  he  had 
risen  before  their  visit  (verse  4). 

Again,  first  ^  comiected  with  appeared  ^  is  unsuitable, 
because  the  appearance  to  Mary  Magdalene  was  not  the 
first.  It  is  beside  the  mark  to  say  with  Robinson^  that 
first  ^  is  put  relatively,  not  absoliifely,  the  first  of  the  three 
appearances  narrated  by  Mark. 

2.  The  phraseology  and  style  of  the  section  are  im- 
favourable  to  its  authenticity.  Phrases  and  words  are 
introduced  which  Mark  never  uses  ;  or  terms  for  which 
he  employs  others.  Thus  for  npcoTrj  aa^jSarov,  mean- 
ing the  first  day  of  the  week  (verse  9),  '^  fxta  twu  aa/S- 
^droiv  occurs  in  xvi.  2.  The  phrase,  out  of  whom  he 
had  cast  seven  devils,  is  attached  to  the  name  of  Mary 
Magdalene,  though  she  had  been  mentioned  three  times 
before  without  such  appendix,  and  seems  to  have  been 
taken  from  Luke  viii.  2.  Instead  of  iK/BdXXeiv  oltto, 
Mark  uses  eK/3aX}y.etv  e/c  (vii.  26),  or  iK^aXXetv  with  the 
accusative.  In  the  tenth  and  fourteenth  verses  there 
are  sentences  without  a  copulative ;  whereas  Mark  has 
always  the  copulative  in  such  cases,  particularly  koI. 
The  use  of  eVetvog  in  verses  10,  11,  13,  synonymously 
with  6  Se'  (compare  Mark  iv.  11 ;  vii.  15,  20 ;  xii.  4,  5  • 

'  Trpcot  npo)Tr]  (ra^fBdrov. 

^  dvacrrds.  '  Trparov.  •*   e(bdtm, 

^  Hannony  of  the  Four  Gospels  in  Greek,  p.  '2Z2.  ®  npioTov. 
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xiv.  21),  is  peculiar.  The  verb  iropeveaOai  occurs  three 
times  in  the  section,  though  the  evangelist  never  em- 
ploys it  elsewhere.  BeacrOai  is  also  unknown  to  ]\Iark 
(xvi.  14).  So  also  dTrtcrretv  (xvi.  16).  /u-era  ravra 
(12)  is  never  employed  by  the  evangelist,  fxev  and  Se 
correspond  in  two  members  of  a  sentence  (19,  20), 
which  is  but  once  in  the  gospel  (xiv.  38),  where  the 
words  of  another  person  are  cited.  6  Kvpios,  meaning 
Christ  (19,  20),  is  unknown  to  Mark  ;  so  also  are  erepo<i 
(12),  napaKoXovOeo),  ^XdnTO),  7ravTa)(ov,  iTraKoXovOeo), 
avuepyeoi,  ^e^aioco.  jracra  rj  KTLcrL<?  is  Pauline ;  and  koct- 
jxou  airavra  is  peculiar.  kv  rca  ouojjiaTt,  (17),  for  inl 
Tw  ovojaart  (compare  ix.  37,  41 ;  xiii.  6)  and  x^'^-P^^ 
eTTidelvai  IttI  riva  instead  oi  tlvi  (compare  v.  23  ;  vi.  5  ; 
vii.  32  ;  viii.  23)  deserve  attention.  Other  peculiari- 
arities  and  aira^  Xeyoixeua  may  be  accounted  for  by  the 
new  subject,  e.g.  yXwcrcrats  KaLvalf;  XaXetz/,  6<f)ei<5  aipeiv^ 
Oavdaiyiov  TrCveiv,  KaXw?  e)(€LU,  cfiavepovcrOai,  ixop(f)T],  vcr- 
repov.  Short  as  the  section  is,  it  has  upwards  of 
twenty  phrases  and  words  that  do  not  occur  in  the 
gospel. 

The  style  is  abrupt  and  sententious,  not  graphic, 
resembling  that  of  brief  notices  extracted  from  larger 
accounts  and  loosely  combined. 

3.  The  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  verses  contain 
suspicious  circumstances — an  excessive  love  of  the  mi- 
raculous. Miracles  and  the  power  of  performing  them 
are  attributed  to  all  believers.  The  handling  of  deadly 
serpents  and  the  drinking  of  deadly  poison  with  im- 
punity, savour  of  superstition.  The  phrase,  '  He  that 
believeth,  and  is  baptized,  shall  be  saved'  (16),  is  also 
of  a  late  type. 

4.  A  new  section  begins  with  the  ninth  verse,  as 
is  shown  by  the  note  of  time  prefixed  ;  but  a  note  of 
time  had  been  already  introduced  at  the  second  verse  of 
the  chapter.  The  events  recorded  in  the  ninth  and 
subsequent  verses  require  no  new  note  of  time. 
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5.  It  is  strange  that  when  Mark  had  said  that  Jesus 
should  appear  to  the  disciples  in  Galilee  (xiv.  28,  and 
xvi.  7),  he  makes  no  allusion  to  the  fulfilment  of  the 
promise.  Verses  15-18  refer  to  his  appearance  at  Jeru- 
salem. 

6.  The  section  is  like  an  excerpt  from  John,  Luke, 
Matthew,  and  the  Acts. 

It  is  difficult  to  decide  between  the  conflicting; 
evidence.  The  fact  that  Iren^eus  ^  had  the  paragraph 
before  him  in  his  copy  of  the  gospel,  outweighs  the 
evidence  of  many  MSS.  which  omit  it.  Besides 
Irenasus's  attestation  of  the  nineteenth  verse,  we  have 
a  still  earlier  one  (for  verses  15-19) ''^  in  the  '  Acts  of 
Pilate,'  incorporated  in  the  'Gospel  of  Nicodemus.'  But 
the  relation  of  the  Acts  now  known  to  the  early  work 
which  Justm  and  Tertullian  had,  is  too  uncertain  to 
admit  of  an  argument  being  built  upon  it.  Celsus  also 
shows  acquaintance  with  the  paragraph  when  he  says, 
'  Who  saw  this  ?  A  demented  woman,  as  ye  say,' — 
referring  to  Mary  Magdalene,  to  whom  Jesus  first 
appeared,  and  out  of  whom  he  had  cast  seven  demons 
(xvi.  9).  The  phraseology  certainly  differs  from  that 
of  the  rest  of  the  gospel  perceptibly.  But  the  difference 
may  be  accounted  for  b}^  the  use  of  another  source, 
which  the  evangelist  chose  to  follow  here,  much  more 
than  Matthew  or  Luke — the  Petrine  narrative  of  Mark, 
to  which  Papias  refers.  It  is  difficult  to  believe  that 
the  writer  could  stop  with  i(j>o/3ovvTo  yap.  No  evan- 
gelist would  do  so  ;  and  therefore  those  who  impugn 
the  authenticity,  have  recourse  to  some  sudden  accident 
which  prevented  the  evangelist  from  finishing  properly. 
A  reason  why  the  paragraph  was  omitted  m  many 
copies,  is  hinted  at  by  Jerome,^  Eusebius,^  and  others. 

*  Adv.  HcBres.  iii.  10. 6.      ^  See  Tiscliendorf  s  Evangelia  Apocrypha,  p.  243. 
'  '  Omnibus  Grseciae  libris  paene   hoc  capitulum  in  fine  non  habentibus, 

prsesertim  cum  diversa  atque  contraria  evangelistis  cseteris  narrare  videatur.' 
— Ad  Hedibiam,  Qusest.  ii. 

*  TCI  Be  i^Tjs  (the  verses  in  question)   anavl(i>s  eV  ria-ip  dXX'  ovk  iv  naa-i 
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Exegetical  rea.sons  may  have  led  to  it,  since  the  diffi- 
culty of  reconciling  xvi.  9  with  Matt,  xxviii.  1  was 
palpable.  The  time  in  the  second  verse  does  not  suit 
that  of  the  ninth ;  nor  do  tlie  seventeenth  and 
eighteenth  verses  agree  with  Matt,  xxviii.  16-20. 
Such  difficulties  may  have  occasioned  its  exclusion 
from  many  copies,  especially  Greek  ones.  '  That  so 
many  authorities,  including  the  old  Latin  and  the  Vul- 
gate, have  it,  is  good  evidence  in  its  favour.  The 
very  difficulties  inherent  in  it  did  not  cause  its  ex- 
clusion. If  Eusebius  and  Jerome  believed  that  it  is 
spurious,  why  did  they  resort  to  another  method  of 
solving;  the  difficulties  arisins;  from  the  time  of  the 
resurrection  specified  there  ?  Besides  saying  that  it 
was  absent  from  some  or  many  copies,  both  give  an 
additional  solution,  consisting  in  an  alteration  of  the 
punctuation.  One  is  sufficient,  viz.  that  the  paragraph 
is  no  part  of  the  gospel.  By  resting  in  this,  they 
would  have  saved  themselves  trouble  and  shown  their 
real  conviction.  Dr.  Burgon  supplies  a  reason  for  the 
omission  of  the  paragraph  from  many  copies,  wliich  is 
at  least  mgenious.  Some  very  ancient  copyist  seeing 
TO  T€Xo<s  written  after  the  eighth  verse,  assumed  that 
it  denoted  the  end  of  the  gospel  ;  whereas  it  was  only  a 
liturgical  sign,  marking  the  end  of  an  ecclesiastical 
lesson.  According  to  this  conjecture,  the  omission  was 
caused  by  the  sheer  error  and  misconception  of  a  soli- 
tary scribe.  It  is  remarked  in  addition,  that  Mark's 
gospel  was  usually  the  last  of  the  four  in  the  West ;  so 
it  might  easily  happen  that  the  last  leaf  of  a  MS.  was 
missing  with  these  verses  written  upon  it.  These  con- 
jectures, for  they  are  nothing  else,  are  improbable. 
They  may  account  for  the  omission  in  a  few  copies  ; 
but  to  hold  that  the  inadvertence  of  one  scribe,  or  the 
torn  away  leaf  of  a  MS.,  led  so  many  astray,  copyists 

difnojxeva  TrepiTTCi  tiv  e'ir],  Koi  fiiiKia-ra  e'lnep  f'xoup  uvTiXoy'iav  ti]   tujv  Xoittcov 
(i,ayyf\L(TT(ot>  /idpTi-pia.— Quiest.  i.  Ad  Marinnm. 
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!ind  fathers,  cannot  be  accepted.  The  cause  is  too 
small  to  explain  so  wide  a  result.  On  the  whole,  the 
evidence  is  rather  against  the  authenticity  of  the  para- 
graph. This  is  true  of  the  external  and  internal,  con- 
sidered separately  as  well  as  conjointly.  The  external, 
consisting  of  the  oldest  and  best  MSS.,  ^^  and  B.,  with 
the  stopping  of  Eusebius's  canons  at  xvi.  8,  and  his 
statement  that  it  is  not  '  in  the  accurate  copies,'  only 
'  in  some,'  '  certainly  not  in  all,'  outweighs  a  mass  of 
later  evidence.^  And  though  Jerome  copied,  or  even 
translated  Eusebius,  it  can  scarcely  be  thought  that  he 
would  have  done  so  ignorantly,  without  any  knowledge 
of  the  facts  themselves.  Did  the  monk  of  Bethlehem 
know  nothing  of  '  the  true  Palestinian  exemplar,'  of 
which  scholia  speak,  when  he  repeats  Eusebius's 
assertion  about  the  absence  of  the  paragraph  from 
almost  all  the  Greek  codices  ?  As  to  the  internal^  it 
preponderates  against  Mark's  own  authorship.  But 
when  we  consider  that  the  gospel  was  not  written  till 
the  second  century,  internal  evidence  loses  some  of  its 
force  against  the  authenticity.  We  are  disposed  to  be- 
lieve that  the  verses  in  question  formed  no  part  of  the 
original  gospel,  notwithstanding  Burgon's  confident 
assertion  that  they  were  '  wrought  in  the  same  heavenly 
loom  '  with  the  rest.  Through  some  unknown  circum- 
stance, the  writer  stopped  without  concluding  his  work. 
Another  appended  the  paragraph  in  the  same  cen- 
tury (the  second)  m  which  the  gospel  first  appeared. 

How  persons  who  believe  that  the  verses  did  not 
form  a  part  of  the  original  gospel  of  Mark,  can  say  that 
they  have  a  good  claim  to  be  received  as  a  genume  part 
of  the  second  gospel  or  of  canonical  scripture,  passes 
comprehension.  If  an  unknown  writer  appended  to 
the  gospel  a  section  containing  difficulties  which  make 
its  agreement  with  the  evangelist's  own  statements  all 

^  *  Qucsstiones  ad  Marinum,'  in  Mai's  Nova  Putrum  Bihliotheca,  vol.  iv, 
p.  255,  etc. 

VOL.  I.  p  r 
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but  impossible,  how  can  lie  have  been  plenarily  inspired  ? 
Docs  the  fact  of  his  adding  a  portion  to  a  gospel  show 
his  possession  of  the  gift  ?  It  does  not  depend  on  the 
author's  being  known,  that  what  he  composes  should 
be  a  proper  part  of  the  word  of  God.  So  some  affirm. 
On  what  then  does  it  depend?  On  the  inspiration  of 
the  writer  ?  How  is  the  inspiration  of  the  writer 
shown  ?  Only  by  what  he  writes.  In  the  present 
case,  the  later  author,  as  some  believe,  must  have .  been 
inspired.  Is  that  proved  by  the  character  of  this  por- 
tion ?  Is  it  proved  by  the  fact,  that  whereas  an 
mspired  evangelist  wrote  i.— xvi.  8,  another  wrote  a  few 
verses  at  the  end  in  an  inferior  style  ?  Every  view  of 
the  case  shows  the  absurdity  of  maintaining  that  the 
verses  before  us  are  an  authentic  part  of  the  gospel, 
equally  authoritative  with  the  rest  of  it,  though  they 
proceeded  from  a  diiFerent  author. 


PERSONS   FOR   WHOM   THE     EVANGELIST   WROTE,    AND    HIS 
OBJECT   IN    COMPILING   A    GOSPEL. 

The  work  is  the  production  of  a  Jewish  Christian, 
and  was  intended  for  Gentile  believers.  Hence  locali- 
ties in  Palestine,  with  Jewish  usages  and  rites,  are  ex- 
plained. Thus  in  i.  5  :  '  And  there  went  out  unto  him 
all  the  land  of  Judea  and  they  of  Jerusalem,  and  were 
all  baptized  of  him  in  the  river  of  Jordan,  confessing 
tlieir  sins  ;'  for  which  the  first  gospel  has,  '  and  were 
baptized  of  him  in  Jordan,  confessing  their  sins ' 
(iii.  6). 

'  And  the  discip>les  of  John  and  of  the  Pharisees  used 
to  fast ;  and  they  come  and  say  unto  him.  Why  do  the 
disciples  of  John  and  of  the  Pharisees  fast  ?  '  (ii.  18). 
The  explanatory  clause  at  the  commencement  is  not  in 
Matthew. 

'For  the  Pharisees  and  all  the  Jews,  except  they 
wash  their  liands  oft,  eat  not,  holding  the  tradition  of 
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the  elders'  (vii.  3).  Compare  this  with  Muttliew's 
"words,  '  Why  do  thy  disciples  trans<^ress  the  tradition 
of  the  elders  ?  for  they  wash  not  their  liands  when  they 
eat  bread'  (xv.  2). 

'  Then  come  unto  him  the  Sadducees,  ichli-h  say 
titer e  is  no  resurrection  ;  and  they  asked  him,  saying,' 
etc.  (xii.  18). 

'  And  the  first  day  of  unleavened  bread,  whe?i  tlicy 
killed  the  passover,  his  disciples,'  etc.  (xiv.  12). 

'  Now  at  that  feast  he  released  unto  them  one  pri- 
soner, whomsoever  they  desired'  (xv.  6). 

No  passages  are  quoted  to  show  the  fulfilment  of 
prophecy,  except  they  are  unavoidably  introduced  into 
the  discoiu'ses  of  Jesus.     Hence  the  law  does  not  occur. 

In  the  charge  to  the  disciples  the  words,  '  Go  not 
mto  the  way  of  the  Gentiles'  (Matt.  x.  5,  6),  are 
omitted.  In  accordance  with  this  view,  explanations 
of  words  which  would  otherwise  be  unintellio-ible  to 
Gentiles  are  given,  as  Talitha  cumi,  Boanerges,  Corban, 
Bartimcus,  Gehemia  (ix.  43). 

Thus  it  appears  that  GentHes  were  the  readers  for 
whom  the  gospel  was  written. 

The  object  of  the  evangelist  seems  to  have  been  a 
conciliatory  one.  He  meant  to  instruct  Gentile  converts 
in  the  leading  facts  of  Jesus's  life  on  earth  by  giving,  as 
far  as  possible,  such  a  selection  as  might  be  acceptable, 
avoidino-  doctrmal  or  controversial  sround.  Hence  it 
has  neither  the  narrow  Jewish  elements  to  be  found  in 
the  gospel  of  ]\Iatthew,  nor  the  specific  Pauline  elements 
of  Luke's.  The  christology^  indeed,  has  a  tendency 
towards  docetism,  but  not  a  decided  one.  Epiphanius 
says  that  the  Docetas  preferred  the  second  gospel  to  the 
rest.^  Credner  has  put  the  Clementine  Homilies  b}'"  the 
side  of  Mark  ;  ^  for  although  they  never  quote  it,  they 
presuppose  its  existence.  Of  the  three  places  he  speci- 
fies, one  at  least,  Hom.  iii.  57,  is  from  Mark  xii.  29. 

^  Adv.  Hccres.  iii.  11.  7.  '  BeitriUje,  vol.  i.  p.  300. 

p  r  2 
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STYLE    AND    DICTION. 

The  style  is  forcible,  concise,  abrupt. 

1.  npevfjia  oLKoidapTov  occurs  eleven  times  ;  Luke 
uses  it  six  times  and  Mattliew  tAvice.  The  last  prefers 
phrases  with  Saiixovi^6ixeuo<;. 

2.  Diminutives  are  frequent,  as  OvyaTpiov^  Kopdcnov^ 
Kvvdpiov,  oiTapiov,  TrXoidpLov^  TraiSiOP,  l^dvSiov. 

?).  ^vjxISovXlov  TTOielu,  iii.  6  ;  xv.  1.  Matthew  has 
crvpi^ovXiOv  Xajx^dvecv. 

4.  ^EnepcoTOLv  occurs  twenty-five  times ;  Matthew 
has  it  eight  times,  and  Luke  eighteen. 

5.  AiacrreWecrdaL  five  times;  only  once  in  Mat- 
thew. 

6.  Ela-iropevecrdai  eight  times  ;  Luke  has  it  four 
times,  and  Matthew  once. 

7.  "EKuopevecrOaL  eleven  times ;  Matthew  has  it  six 
times,  and  Luke  three. 

8.  napaTTopevecrOai  four  times  ;   Matthew  once. 

9.  EvayyeXiov  occurs  eight  times ;  in  Matthew  four 
times. 

10.  JTept/SXeVecr^at  six  times ;  once  in  Luke. 

1 1 .  TIpco'L  six  times  ;  twice  in  Matthew. 

12.  ^epeiu  fourteen  times ;  in  Matthew  and  Luke 
lour  times  each. 

1?).  McTOL  TpeLs  rjjxepa^,  referrring  to  the  future  re- 
surrection of  Christ  (viii.  31  ;  x.  34)  ;  Matthew  has 
it  but  once.     He  and  Luke  use  instead  rrj  rptTrj  rji^epa. 

14.  BXiirere  dno  viii.  15 ;  xii.  38  ;  Matthew  and 
Luke  have  instead  Trpoae^ere  dno. 

15.  'E^ep)(e(r0aL  eK  is  the  prevailing  usage  of  Mark. 
Only  in  two  places  has  he  dno,  the  latter  preposition 
being  the  most  frequent  one  in  Matthew,  and  perpetual 
in  Luke,  with  two  exceptions  (ii.  1 ;  vi.  19). 

16.  'O  ^acrtXevs  'HpcoSr)^  vi.  14;  Matthew  and  Luke 
have  'Hpd)Sr)<;  6  reTpdp^ri<^. 
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17.  Mark  accumulates  negatives,  as  ovSet?,  twice, 
xvi.  8  ;  ovK€TL  ov  fxij  xiv.  25  ;  fjirjheul  fxrjBeu  i.  44  ;  ovk 
ovSei?  iii.  27 ;  v.  37  ;  vi.  5  ;  xii.  14  ;  xiv.  60,  61 ;  xv.  4  ; 
fjLTjKeTL  ixr)Se  ii.  2  ;  ovkctl  ovSeCs  v.  3  ;  vii.  12  ;  ix.  8  ; 
lxr)KeTL  ixr)SeL<5  xi.  14  ;   {xyj  jxrjSe  iii.  20. 

18.  He  uses  synonymous  or  tautological  expres- 
sions, as  in  i.  42  ;  ii.  19,  25  ;  iii.  7,  8  ;  iv.  6,  30,  39,  40  ; 
V.  12,  19,  23,  33 ;  vi.  55,  56,  etc.  etc. 

19.  Mark  strengthens  expressions  by  appending 
tlieir  opposites,  as  in  ii.  27 ;  iii.  26,  29,  etc.  etc. 

20.  Pleonastic  explanations  or  turns  of  expression 
are  frequent,  including  the  union  of  a  compound  verb 
with  a  simple  one :  i.  29;  vi.  1;  xiv.  16,  45;  or  two 
compounds  from  the  same  stem:  i.  35;  ii.  15;  vi.  33; 
i^€p)(ea0aL  i^  i.  25,  26  and  €^a>  xiv.  68  ;  i^rjyayei'  e^oi 
viii.  23  ;  iKiropeveiv  e^co  xi.  19  ;  Tore  iv  Trj  eKeivrj  rjfJiepa 
ii.  20,  etc.;  ovro?  ovrco<;  ii.  7;  ota  ToiavTr)  xiii.  19  ;  -^s 
avTrj<;  vii.  25;  e/c  TraiSiodev  ix.  21  ;  0,770  ixaKp66ev  v.  6, 
viii.  3,  etc. 

21.  In  transitions  evOioy^  is  often  employed,  or  ev6v% 
which  Tischendorf  substitutes  for  it  in  many  cases,  i.  18, 
21,  31,  etc.  Luke  has  the  word  but  eight  times  and 
sometimes  employs  irapaxprji^oL  instead. 

22.  The  sentences  are  loosely  connected  by  /cat  or 
TTCtXtv,    as    /cat   eXeycv,   /cat  i^rjXOeu^   kol   clo-rjXOe   ttoXlv^ 

K.T.X. 

23.  Mark  interchanges  the  descriptive  imperfect  of 
narrative  style  for  the  liistorical  present.  The  other 
evangelists  use  the  aorist_instead  or  iSov  behold,  i.  12, 
40  ;  ii.  3,  5,  etc. 

24.  The  following  are  peculiar  to  Mark  among  the 
synoptists  :  d/Sfia,  dypevetv,  dKavOivo^^  dXaXa^etv,  aXaXo?, 
dXeKTopocjxovLa^  d/x^tjSaXXeti^,  d/x<^oSo9,  djJidpTyjixa,,  dvaOe- 
/aart^etv,  dvaXos,  dvaTTTjhdv,  dvacrTevdt,eLV,  diroySdXXett', 
(XTroSi^/xo?,  diTOTTKavdv^  diroaTiqydiC^eiv^  dcr^aXo>9,  drt/ioui', 
avTOjLtaro?,  d<^pit,eLV,  d(f)po(Tvvr),  /3a7rTtcr/>to?,  /Soavepyry?, 
yva(j)evs.,   Baixd^eLU,    hiayivecrdai^    hiacnrdv,    Xiyeuu   iu   rfj 
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StSa)(>7,  8vcr/coXos,  ZoipeiaOai^  el  in  swearinsi;,  eKOajx- 
^elj  Oai,  iKTT€pLcraa)<;,  eK-<^o/3o5,  eXawetv,  ^Ek(o'C,  'EWr)VL<s, 
ivayKa\il,ecr6 ai,  ivtiXecv,  evvv^ov^  eVra^tacr/olo?,  i^diTLva^ 
i^avTrj<;,  i^opvTTetv,  i^ovSevelv^  i^ovSepovp,  eTn/SaXkeLV 
neuter,  iTrikveiv^  eTnppdTTTeiv^  eTn(Tvvrpe)(eiv^  ecr^j^arw?, 
evKaipo<i^  evKaCpajs,  eva^iioiv^  icfxpaOd,  rjSeco'i,  rj(j)L€v  (i. 
34),  OapL^eiv,  Oavixd^eiu  Sta,  Oepixad'eaOai,  Ovydrpiov^ 
dvpcopos,  TO  LKavou  TTOLtlu^  KaKeWeu^  KaKokoyeiv^  Kara/Sa, 
Kara^apvveiv  (?),  Kara^KOKeiv,  KaraKOTTTeiv,  KaTariBevai, 
Karevkoyelv  (?),  KaroLKiqcns,  KevTvplcou,  Ke(f)akaLOvv,  kovjxl, 
Kpd/B^aTOi,  an  dp^rjs  KTtcreoJS,  KvXUadaL,  KVTTTeiv.  Kcofxo- 
77oXj9,  XevKatveiv,  /xaXXov  before  a  comparative,  fiedopia^?), 
[lekeTav,  [xeyLcrTave^,  [xrjKvveLV,  iXLado)T6<;,  /xoytXaXog, 
[xop(f)y],  yivpitfiLV^  vdpSos,  vovpex^co<;,  ^ecrri^?,  e£>ypa/x/>ieVos, 
oSoTTOieli^,  okoKavTcojxa,  ocnrep,  ocrrts  interrogative,  ix. 
11  (  ?),  ova,  oxjJLOs  an  adjective,  TraiSLoOef,  7ra/x7roXvs  (?), 
TTavTa)(69ev,  7rapa/3aXXetv,  TrapaSiSovaL  neuter,  TrapoixoLOs, 
TrepLTpe^ELi',  TTtcrrt/cog,  nXotdpiov,  irpaaid,  TrpoavXiov^  irpo- 
\ap.^dveiv,  TrpopLepuxvav^  7rpoadfi/3aTOP  (?),  Trpocreyyi- 
t,eiv  (  ?),  TTpocTKapTepeLU,  Trpo(TKe(f)d\aLov,  Trpo(jopp,it,ea9aL, 
Trpoa-TTopeveaOaL,  Trpo(TTpe)(eLV,  Trpvjxva,  TTTveiv,  TTvy/x^, 
pajSfiowi,  pdntaixa,  ctkcLXtj^,  crjxvpvL^eLV,  aTTaaOaL,  cnre- 
KovXdrcop,  aTa(Tia(TTris^  crrtySas,  crrtXySett',  crvy Kadi] a 6 at^ 
ayXXvirelaOav,  crvixTrocnov^  crvvava^aiveiv^  o-vvOXif^eiv^ 
^vpocj^oLVLKLO'cra,  o'vcTcrrjixov^  crvcrTaaLacTT'rj'i^  raXiOa,  ra- 
poL)(jj,  Tr)Xavy(o<i,  Tpit^eiv,  rpv/xaXia  (  ?),  virepiq^avia,  vnep- 
7repi(T(T<ti<;,  vttoXiJvlov,  vaT€p7jcrL<s,  ^oXkiov,  copa  meaning 
hour  of  tlie  day,  oirdpLov} 

On  the  whole,  the  diction  of  Mark  possesses  a  more 
Aramaic  colouring  than  Luke's,  and  approaches  nearer 
that  of  Matthew  ;  for,  while  he  has  forty-five  words  in 
common  with  the  latter,  he  has  only  eighteen  with  the 
former. 

QUOTATIONS  FROM  THE  OLD  TESTAMENT. 

i.  2,  .3  .  .  .  "Malacbi  iii.  1  ;  Isaiah  xl.  3. 

ii.  25,  26      .  .  .  1  Sam.  xxi.  6. 

^  See  Zeller's  Theol»(/ische  Jakrbiicher,  vol,  ii.  p.  448  et  scq. 
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iv.  12 
vii.  6,  7 
vii.  10 
ix.  44 
X.  6    . 
X.  7,  8 
X.  19 
xi.  9  . 
xi.  17 
xii.  10,  11 
xii.  19 
xii.  26 
xii.  29,  30 
xii.  31 
xii.  36 
xiii.  14 
xiv.  27 


Isaiah  vi.  9. 

Isaiah  xxix.  13. 

Exodus  XX.  12  ;  xxi.  17. 

Isaiah  Ixvi.  24, 

Genesis  i.  27. 

Genesis  ii.  24, 

Exodus  XX,  12-15. 

Psalm  cxviii.  25,  26. 

Isaiah  Ivi.  7  ;  Jereui.  vii.  11. 

Psalm  cxviii.  22,  23. 

Deut.  XXV.  5. 

Exodus  iii.  6. 

Deut.  vi.  4, 

Levit.  xix.  18. 

Psalm  ex.  1. 

Daniel  ix,  27, 

Zechariah  xiii,  7. 


General  references  are  in  the  following  : — 


i,  44  , 
X.  4    , 

xiii,  24 
xiv,  62 
XT,  34 


Levit.  xiv.  2. 
Deut.  xxiv,  1, 
Isaiah  xiii,  10. 
Daniel  vii.  13. 
Psalm  xxii.  1, 


Seventeen  of  these  quotations  are  common  to  Mat- 
thew and  Mark,  ten  of  them  agreeing  verbally.  Four 
differ  but  little,  viz.  Mark  vii.  10  =  Matthew  xv.  4  ;  Mark 
X.  7,  8  =  Matthew  xix.  5  ;  Mark  xii.  29,  30  =  Matthew 
xxii.  37;  Mark  xv.  34  =  Matthew  xxvii.  46.  Three 
differ  considerably  :  Markiv.  12  =  Matthew  xiii.  14,  15  ; 
Mark  x.  19  =  Matthew  xix.  18,  19  ;  Mark  xii.  19  = 
Matthew  xxii.  24.  The  evangelist's  citations  are  all 
context  ones,  to  speak  after  the  rule  of  Bleek  ;  i.e.  they 
are  not  made  by  himself,  but  form  portions  of  his  narra- 
tive, and  occur  either  in  Christ's  words  or  the  words  of 
persons  addressing  him.  They  are  therefore  from  the 
LXX.  Chapter  i.  2  is  from  the  Hebrew,  which  corre- 
sponds to  Bleek's  canon.  But  i.  3  is  from  the  Greek, 
which  is  against  it.  There  is  a  difficulty  in  the  quota- 
tion or  quotations  in  i.  2,  3,  which  prevents  the  critic 
from  speaking  confidently,  because  the  one  is  from 
Mai.  iii.  1,  though  introduced  by  'written  in  Isaiah  the 
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prophet  ; '  the  other  from  Isaiah  xl.  3.  But  the  former 
citation  is  also  in  Matthew  xi.  10  and  Luke  vii.  27, 
whence  Mark  may  have  taken  it,  inserting  '  the  prophet 
Isaiah '  by  mistake.  As  to  the  interpretation,  we  do 
not  approve  of  Lachmann's  long  parenthesis  from  as  it 
is  icritten  to  his  paths  inclusive,  because  it  is  awkward 
to  say  that  '  John  was  the  beginning  of  the  gospel/ 
The  first  verse  is  an  independent  sentence,  meaning  '  the 
beginning  of  the  gospel  history  of  Jesus  Christ/ 


END    OF    THE   FIRST    VOLUME. 
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